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Sir  John  Hennikcr,  Bart. 


op;- 


NE  ffTON  HALL  AND  STRATFORD  HOUSEy 


IN  THE 


COUNTY  OF  ESSEX. 


SIR, 

I SHOULD  be  fhamefully  deficient  in  the  due  relpecl 
I owe  you,  as  well  as  gratitude,  a fentiment  which  I hope 
will  ever  be  a ftranger  to  my  heart,  did  I not  embrace 
this  opportunity  of  publicly  acknowledging  both. — 
The  encouragement  you  have  lb  liberally  given  to  my 
Hiftory  of  a County,  where  the  family  of  Henniker 
have  fo  long  refided,  and  over  which  your  property  fo 

widely 


widely  extends,  from  the  earlieft  period  of  its  publica- 
tion, and  the  continual  favors  you  have  conferred  on  me 
during  the  courfe  of  it,  cannot  but  be  deeply  imprinted 
on  my  mind.  Condefcend,  Sir,  to  confer  on  me  the 
additional  favor  of  accepting  the  Dedication  of  this 
Volume  now  offered  to  your  patronage  as  a mark  of 
that  mod;  perfeft  efteem  and  refpect  with  which  I 
remain. 

Sir, 

, ^ r- 

Your  mofl:  obliged. 

And  moft  obedient 
Humble  fervant. 


LONDON, 
August  is>  i797* 


EDWARD  HASTED. 


Dartford,  Kjent* 


At  a VESTRY  MEETING  held  the  tenth 
Day  of  November  1831,  pursuant  to  Public  Notice  for  the 


purpose  of  considering  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
Board  of  Health,  the  following  Gentlehien,  enrolled  their 


names  as  Members : 

Rev.  F.  grant. 

Mr.  FOOKS. 

Mr.  JARDIf^E,  Jun. 
xMr.  COOKE.\ 

Mr.  JAMES.  , 

Mr.  HADLEY. 

Mr.  TASKER. 

Mr.  DUNKIN,  Jun. 

Mr.  HARDS,  Sen. 

Mr.  MARTIN. 

Mr.  TIPPETS. 

Mr.  STRANGE. 

Mr.  ELGAR. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  meet  next  Tuesday  Evening^  at  Six  o Clock, 
when  the  attendance  of  Parishioners  is  requested  for  the  purpose  of  adding  to  the 
Board,  and  the  furtherance  of  this  important  object.  That  in  the  interim,  immedi- 
ate attention  to  the  following  particulars  is  earnestly  recommended. 

viz : “ Decayed  Articles,  such  as  Rags,  Cordage,  Papers,  Old  Clothes, 
Hangings,  should  be  burnt ; Filth  of  every  description  be  removed  ; Clothing  and 
Furniture  washed  and  boiled  in  a strong  Ley  ; Drains  cleansed  by  Running  Water 
and  Privies  kept  clean  with  Chloride  of  Lime. 

“ Wood  Work  in  confined  Rooms  should  be  washed  with  a strong  Ley  of 
Soap  and  Water,  the  Walls  of  the  House,  where  they  may  be  in  a foul  state,  should 
be  hot  Lime  washed  ; all  loose  and  decayed  pieces  of  plastering  should  be  removed. 

“ Free  and  continued  admission  of  Air  to  all  piirts  of  the  House  and  Fur- 
niture should  be  attended  to,  for  at  least  a Week,  and  afterwards  as  may  be  necessary. 

“It  is  impossible  to  observe  too  scrupulously  th^  necessity  of  extreme  clean- 
liness, and  Free  Air  in  Dwellings,  they  are  points  of  tl^te  very  greatest  importance, 
to  be  observed  in  ,every  House.” 

then  and  with  one  accord,  each  cottager,  each  householder  (where  it  may  be 
the  least  necessary)  is  entreated  to  thoroughly  purify  every  crevice  of  his  habitation ; 
to  Clean,  Scrape,  Whitewash  every  Corner  that  requires  it ; to  embrace  every  fine 
day  to  expose  the  Bedding,  and|  Furniture  to  a free  Circulation  of  Air  ; to  Change 
the  Straw,  where  such  Article  is  iised  ; but  above  all  to  Remove  effectually  and  in- 
stantly all  heaps  of  Decaying  Vegetables  or  other  Filjh  that  may  be  lying  neai 
the  House;  and  to  thoroughly  Cleanse  and  Wash  out  t|ie  Gutters  and  Drains.  The 
1 two  last  are  the  fruitful  source  of  half  the  Fevers  that  arise. 

Resolved,  That  these  Resolutions  be  Printed  ^nd  Distributed  from  House 
I to  House. 

! DUNKIN  & SON,  PKINTEKS,  & BOOK-SELLERS,  DARTFORD  & BROMLEY. 
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INDEX. 


A. 

„^LBBOT’s  lands,  in  North- 
fleet,  //age  313. 

Abergavenny,  Nevills,  lords, 

37h  373.  446* 

Abingdon,  in  Berks.  500. 

Ackland,  baronets,  account  of^ 
506. 

Adye’s,  309,  353,355.  ^ 

.dEsLiNGHAM  manor,  in  Frindj- 
bury,  531,  394,  528. 

Agincourt  battle,  account  of,  289. 

Albermarle,  earls  of,  33,  52,  62. 

Alcock,  Stephen,  432,  442. 

Alderfey,  Farnham,  489. 

Alhallows,  manor  houfe  of,  504. 

Allen  John  tVard,  Jieipetual  cu- 
rate of  Stroud,  560. 

Alnutt  Richard,  foffejfes  South 
park.  Ford  place,  Ensfield, 
&c.  in  Penfliurfl  and  Lyghe, 
246,  250,  261. 

Alnutt,  Mr.  228. 

Alphew’s,  53,  133,210,  223. 

Amherft  Jeffry,  lord,  foJJ'effes 
part  of  Sergeant’s  Otford  ma- 
nor, i"]',  Montreal  S.  in  Ri- 
verhead,  95. 

Amherfts  of  Riverhead,  account 
of,  93  ; admiral  92  ; Jeffry, 

lOl  . 

Amherft,  Stephen,  57;  colonel 
Jeffry,  527. 

Apulderfields,  128;  chapel  of, 
28. 

b 


Argyle,  Campbells,  earls  and 
dukes  of,  account  of,  141. 
Arnold  htcioXA, JioJfeJfes  Halfted 
place,  17. 

Armftrong,  Edward  350. 

Arfic,  barony  of,  352. 

Arundel,  Fitzalans,  earls  ofj 

204i 

Afhe’s,  15,  18,  83,  140. 
Afhcroft,  Thomas,  clerk,  523. 
Aflidown’s,  505. 

Ashgrove  S.  in  Sevenoke,  61. 
Ajbore  /lark,  in  Lyghe,  245,  247^ 
259,  266; 

Afhurft,  in  Lyghe,  272. 

Afli  way’s,  169. 

Afliarctgns,  beds  of,  at  Gravef- 
end,  324. 

Afteley,  Thomas,  213,  328, 

340- 

Athelftane,  king,  357. 

Atwood,  Saul,  clerk,  364. 
Audley,  Flughde,  148. 

Auften  Francis,  MolX&y, /lojfejfes 
Kippington,  S.  88  ; and  Bri- 
tain’s, in  Sevenoke, -9 1. 
Auften,  James,  1325  Francis, 
6 r. 

Ayerjl,  Robert  Gunjley,pref€nt  rec- 
tor of  Sjieldhurjl,  300. 

Ayerft,  R . G.  fojfejfes  a houfe  in 
Shorne,  443. 

Aylesford,  lath  of,  30X. 
Aylesford,  earls  of,  309. 

Ayres,  Thomas,  538, 

Axtane,  hundred  of,  203. 

Bacon, 


VI  INDEX. 


B. 

Bacon,  xThomas,  yo. 

Bagftiavv,  Robert,  i 7. 

Baieux,  Odo,  bifliop  of,  128, 
326,  336,  332,  368,  378,  391, 
395,425,  427,458,  463,472, 

483.  507.  517*  529-  , 

Baker,  William,  jibjjejfes  Lang- 
ridge  manor  in  Hailing,  383. 
Bale,  Sjiencer  Sackvillc,  ■ lirefent 
re^lor  of  Chiduivflone,  227. 
Ballard’s,  ejlate  in  Cliff,  508, 

509- 

Banner,  ter, are  by,  account  oj,  445. 
Barber’s,  383. 

Barham,  foffeffes  Wick- 

liiifl:,  in  Sevenoke,  91. 
Barham,  Nicholas,  360. 
Barnewell’s,  393. 

Baron’s,  314. 

Barren’s  of  Rochefter,  account 

oh  S37>  552. 

Barrett,  Ed\vard,/;(7/ro«  of  Lud- 
defdon  redfory,  373, 

Barrett,  Thomas,  leffee  of  Den* 
ton  manbr,  474. 

Barrow,  John,  349. 

BaflTet,  Michael,  Jioffcffes  Stan- 
grave  F.  in  Eatonbndge,  183. 
Ballett’s,  205,  225. 

Bath,  Poulteney,  earl  of,  232. 
BaTh,  Bourchier,  earl  of,  233. 
Bathurft,  earl,  299,  309. 
Bavent’s,  382. 

Bavent,  alias  Langridge.  See 
Langridge. 

Baynard’s  ofClifFe,  512. 
Beacons  eredted  in  Kent  and  Ef- 
fex,  320,  502. 

B cedes.  See  Bekele. 

Becket,  archbifliop,  24. 

Bear’s  Oak,  in  I’enflmrlf  park, 
248. 

Beaiiderk,  lord  Vere,  16. 
Beaumont,  Sir  John  de,  3:; 3. 
Bedell’s,  89, 

Bedell,  Michael,  heirs  ^Ufoffe/s 
Milton  manor,  539, 


Bedford,  John,  duke  of,  234. 

Beecher’s,  186. 

Beeching  court,  455*. 

Beechet  green  in  Seal,  51. 

Bekele  snanor  in  Chalk,  462. 

Belemeyn’s,  Sir  John,  230,  271. 

Behnet,  Henry,  449;  John,  398. 

Bercslord’s,  of  Wefterham,  ac- 
coufit  of,  166,  169. 

Bermondfey,  priory  and  con- 
vent of,  46,  431,  433,  452, 
458. 

Beresse,  alias  Beresh  manor, 
in  Cookfone,  396. 

Berry  court  maiior  in  Clffe, 
504. 

Beflrorough,  William,  earl  of, 
307- 

Bell,  George,  Cowling- 

callle,  521;  patron  of  Cow- 
ling redtory,  524  ; Thomas 
foffeffes  -.dEflingham  manor, 

534- 

Bell’S,  489. 

Betenfon’s  of  Bradborne,  28  ; 
account  of,  85. 

Bexley  manor,  67. 

Betburg  houfe,  in  Lyghe,  273. 

Bethene  court,  441. 

Bevan,  Mrs.  leffee  of  Denton 
parlbnage,  476. 

Bickerllatf ’s,  account  of,  58. 

Bing’s,  283. 

Birdfnejl fort  071  the Medivay,  526. 

Birling,  church  of,  432. 

Birtrick,  of  Meopham,  358, 
4 / 

Blackford’s,  505. 

Bl  A c K H A L L in  Sevenoke,  85. 

Blague’s,  8,  550. 

Bligh’s,  330,  462;  account  of, 
420. 

Bluegate’s.  See  Mortimer’s. 

Boaid,  Richard,  prefent  relior  of 
lVefierha?n,  i/(). 

Boare’s,  152. 

Boclafid,  ivhat  it  tvas,  371. 

Rockland’s,  372. 

Bodicoat’s,  178. 


Bod- 


index. 


Boddington,  John,  i86. 

Boghurii, Philip,  Friiidf- 

bury  manor,  531;  John,  lejfee 
of  Rede  court, 

Bologne,  Euftace,  earl  of,  161. 

Botany,  305,  325,  389,  463. 

Boncakes,  alias  Newark  ma- 
nor ^ in  Stroud,  551. 

Bond’s,  223. 

Bonnel’s,  223. 

Boothby’s,  520,  521,  523. 

Bore-place,,  S.  in  CJiiding- 

. Jione,  221,211. 

Bore’s  of  Chidingftone,  ibid. 

Borefell.  See  Bovvfell. 

Borough’s,  account  of,  213,  222, 

. 8,  26,  86,  r84,  206. 

Borrett,  Thomas, y^o^^t  Nevv- 
houfe,Preftnn,  bhoreham  caf- 
tle,  Fillfon  in  Shoreham,  6,8., 

Borrett’s,  account  of,  5,  10,  11. 

Boftock,  Rev.  Stillman, 

Otford  New  Park  manor,  28. 

Bofville’s  of  Bradborne,  account 
of,  83,  28,  84,  86,  91,  98, 99, 
100. 

Bofwell,  Sir  William,  84 ; lady 
Margaret,  99,  102. 

Boteler,  William,  193. 

Boughton  Aluph  manor,  133. 

Bourchier’s,  14. 

Bourges,  abbey  of  St.  Sulpice 
in,  485. 

Boivbeach  houfe  in  Hever,  190  ; in 
Chidingftone,  211. 

Bow  ZELL  manor,  in  Chevening, 

. 222. 

Bradrorne  manor  in  Sevenoke, 
82,  149. 

Brandon’s  of  Shinglewell,  ac- 

. cou.nt  of,  347. 

Brafier’s,  371. 

Brasted  parish  and  ville, 
146. 

Braybrooke,  Sir  Reginald,  410, 
430,  518. 

Brent’s,  338,  353,  464;  Fulk, 
de,  62. 

b 2 


Brett,  John,  Jirefent  vicar  of  Hiv- 
ham,  481. 

Britains  in  Sevc7ioke,  90,  67. 

Broad  oak  in  Penhurlt  park, 
228. 

Brocas’s  of  Flever,  192,  349. 

Brograve,  William,  219. 

B R o M L E G H , VI  Frvidfbury,  534, 
528. 

Brook,  George,  184,222,  317, 
519,  520;  William,  519,52b; 
Sir  John,  459  ; Feyth,  522. 

Brook’s,  lords  Cobham,  account 
0/,  411  ; of  Mailing,  339. 

Brooks,  William,  /lojfejfes  Hal- 
fled  manor,  16. 

Brook - PLACE  ?nanor  in  CJieven- 
ing,  132;  in  Sundridge,  127, 
129. 

Brook-place,  Montreal. 

Brookes f eftate  in  Higham,  492. 

Brooker,  131, 

Brown,  505. 

Brown,  Sarah,  fojfeffes  Rayn- 
hurft  manor,  in  Chalk,  465. 

•Browns’ of  Eatonbridge,  185; 
of  Northfleet,  315. 

Brown’s  manor  in  Eatonbridge, 
185. 

Broughton's,  in  Otford,  29. 

Broxham  manor,  in  Wefierham, 
169. 

Bryenne,  Sir  William  de,  36, 
52,  58. 

Buckland’s,  4,  372. 

Buchannan  Gilbert,  lirefent  rcFlor 
of  Northfleet,  318. 

Buckingham,  Staffords,  dukes 
of,  148,  182,  229,  236. 

Budwevere,  in  Seale,  47. 

Bufkin,  Leven,  132. 

Bulleyn,  Sir  Thomas,  139, 254; 
Sir  Geoffry,  192 ; lady  Anne, 
193. 

Bullcyn’s,  38,  52. 

Bulteel,  349. 

Bulwark,  at  Higham,  483.  , 

Bunce,  James,  tiofflflcs  Crow- 

dleham, 


viii 


INDEX. 


dlebam,  S.  4?,  and  the  appro- 
priaton  of  Kemfing,  49 ; a 
part  of  Seale  parfonage,  59. 
Bunce’s  of  Kemfing,  account  of, 


3.  43- 

Burges,  Robert,  86,  252,  263, 


292,  299, 

Burges’s  of  Lyghe,  20^. 

Burgh,  Fylh  Coppinger,  223; 

Hubert  de,  426,  458. 

Burgh,  Boroughs,  lords,  account 
of,  214,  184,  206,  222. 
Burgherfti’s,  account  ofz  i 7,  1 34. 
Burley,  Sir  Simon  de,  328. 
Burneville,  Robert  de,  423. 
Burrell,  Peter,  488,  497. 
Burton,  lady  Frances,  349. 
Burfton,  William,  336. 
Burwafli  court.  See  Chiding- 
ftone  Burgherfl. 
Bury-court,  in  Cliffe,  502, 


503. 

Bury’s,  14,  18. 

Butler,  Thomas,  541  ; Adam, 
522,  523. 


C. 

Cacott’s,  91,  132. 

Csefars  of  Stroud,  557. 

Calcraft,  John,  North - 

fleet  manor,  307. 

Caldicot’s,  284. 

Calverley’s,  in  Whitley,  125. 

Cambridge,  St.  John’s  college 
in,y!Eo^^jHigham  and  Lille- 
church  manor,  486 ; Higham 
parfonage  and  advowfon  of 
vicarage,  495. 

Campbell,  lord  Frederick, 
fcjjes  Combebank  feat  in  Suu' 
dridge,  142,  154. 

Campbell’s  of  Combebank,  ac- 
count of,  140. 

Camden  John,  J.  Pratt,  earl  of, 
jiojfejfes  Wildernefs  feat,  in 
Seale,  57. 

Camer  houfe,  in  Meojiham,  357. 

Camfield’s,  284,  292. 


Camvill’s,  162. 

Canewe,  Sir  John,  264,  271. 

Canterbury,  fee  of,  i,  3,  ir, 
22,  30,  62,65,  68,90,  102, 
106,  125,  128, 144, 147,156, 
226,  229,255,306,314,315, 
316,  317,  502,  506. 

Canterbury,  Arundel,  archbi- 
fliop  of,  511,  518;  Athelard, 
501;  Boniface,  147;  Bour- 
chier,  14,  64 ; Courtenay, 
365;  Cranmer,66,  103,  106, 
125,  306,  317,  229;  Deane, 
25,  66;  Iflip,  25;  Lanfranc,  ' 
128;  Meopham,  365-;  Mor*- 
ton,  65  ; Parker,  255  ; Pole, 
69;  Reynolds,  25;  Richard, 
379;  Theodore,  500  ; War- 
ham,  25,  66;  Wlfred,  501; 
Winchelfea,  Robert,  24. 

Canterbury,  archbifhop  oi, pa- 
tron of  Halfted  reftory,  18; 
Sundridge  redory,  144;  Bra- 
fted  redory,  1 56  ; Chiding- 
Ifone  redory,  226;  Meopham 
vicarage,  365;  Cliff  redory, 
512. 

Canterbury,  priory  of,  175, 
177, 188,  357, 365, 502, 505, 
521. 

Canterbury,  dean  and  chapter 
pof  'ef  Meopham  manor  and 
redory,  360,  365. 

Canterbury,  St.  Auguftine’s 
monaftery,  333. 

C A R D o N ’s  manor  in  Cliff,  508. 

Careys,  lords  of  Hunldon,  ac^ 
count  of,  41,  49,  53,  69. 

Carey's  crofs,  in  Chidingftone,  2ir. 

Carew,  Richard  Gee,  poffejfes 
Dean  court ,lnMeopham, 364. 

Carlaverook,  fiege  of,  408. 

Cafinghurfts,  170. 

Cavendifh’s,  362. 

Cawarden’s,  166. 

Cawne,  Sir  Thomas,  57,  122. 

Celca.  See  Chalk, 

Cepham,  alias  Copham’s  ma- 
nor in  Penhurf,^\l,  245,  247. 

Chafford 


I 


INDEX. 


Chatford  - PLACE,  in  Feiif- 
hurjl,  250. 

CHM.Vi,JtariJJi  of,  457,  439. 

Chalk  pits  at  Northfleet,  accoujit 
of,  304;  at  Gravefend,  324. 

Chalybeat  fpiings,  276. 

Chantberlayn,  Richard,  233. 

Chamber  worth.  Sir  Tho.  290. 

Champneis,  53. 

Charles’s  of  Addington,  537. 

Charter  houfe,  monallery  of, 
508. 

Chattenden,  in  Frindjbury, 

535»  528,  543. 

Chaundois,  Sir  Roger  de,  6. 

Chelsfield’s,  14,  18. 

Chelsfield  parifh,  17. 

Cheyne’s,  200,  262,  450. 

ChEPSTEO,  fl//VzrWlLKES’ 
nor,  hi  Chevening,  116. 

Chepsted  house,  in  Cheven- 
ing, 1 18. 

Chevening,  parijh  of,  105; 
manor  of,  67. 

Chichefter,  Sir  John,  59. 

CHIDINGSTONE,y6«r/yX  of ,Z10  ; 
Cobham  manor,  2 X i j Burgherjh 
manor,  217. 

Chiffinch’s,  account  of,  3 12,  309, 
310,  315,  342,  351. 

Child’s  of  Milton,  34x5  of  Ifield, 

349>  35°- 

Children, George,yx0|^7^j  Ram- 
hurft  in  Lygh,  261. 

Chiverton’s,  285. 

Cholmeley’s,  488. 

Chowning’s,  alias  Chewning’s, 
108. 

Cimicinga,  See  Kemfing. 

Clam-lane  in  Chalk,  464. 

Clarendon,  Edward  Hyde,  earl 
of,  419,  462. 

Clay,  Samuel,  521. 

Cleovefliam,  500. 

Clerke’s  of  Ford,  102  ; of  Ro- 
chefter,  534. 

Cleves,  lady  Anne  of,  39,  52, 
193. 

Qhyy, parijh  of  498,  439. 


IX 

Clifford,  William,  338,  446. 

Clifton  barony,  330,  416,  418, 
421. 

Clinton  and  Saye,  lords,  i6n, 
288.  ^ 

Cloveflioe,  498,  500,  501. 

Clovil,  William  de,  340,  496. 

Cobbe’s,  9.  • 

Cobenbere  manor,  in  Eatonbridge, 
187. 

Cobh AM,y!«?‘//5i  of,  404. 

Cobham  college,  or  chantry  of, 
account  of,  433,  460,  4O9. 

Cobham  New  College,  ac- 
count of  , 436. 

Cobham’s  of  Cobham,  family 
of,  account  of,  406,  200,  375, 
429,  430,463,464,  517,535. 

Cobham’s  of  Sterboroiigh,.  8, 
26,  86,  183,  191,  205,  211, 
222,  338,  349,  446. 

Cobham’s,  Brooks,  loi'ds,  329, 
33i>  3 75>424>  426,  429,  43'2, 
43  5»  436,  44c  442,  446,  449» 
4'59,  460,  461,  463,  469,  479, 

.‘;o3»  S04>  519*  53<'a  5495 

count  of,  411, 

Cobham’s  of  Roundal, 23 1,288, 
447,  452. 

Cobham’s  of  Belimde,  447, 

Cobham,  Sir  Thomas,  8,  86, 
184,  205,  213,  222,  425. 

Cobham,  Eleanor,  dutchefs  of 
Gloucefter,  235. 

Cobham,  prefent  vfcount  and 
baion  of,  406,  414. 

CoBHAMBURY  manor,  423. 

Cock  HURST  manor,  in  Shore- 
ham,  2. 

CoosHEATH  hundred,  i,  69. 

Coenulf,  king  of  JViercia,  516. 

Colcheher,  abbey  of,  493. 

Cold  Alleyns,  in  Cowden,  208. 

Cole,  William,  jirefent  vicar  cf 
Shoreham,  1 3 . 

Colepeper’s,  93,  200,  539, 

Collard  John,  384. 

Colletvoell feat,  in  Olford,  20. 

Collins,  Henry,  362. 

Colthurft, 
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Colthiirft,  Matthew,  90. 
Columbiers,  Ha'.neiine  de,  400 ; 

John  de,  231,  259. 

CoKvych,  Humphrey,  29. 
Colyer,  So\m,JioJpJfes  Nutfted- 
hillfarm,  3(;i. 

C o M B E u A N K feat  hi  SunJrulge, 
140. 

Combridge’s,  232. 

Combwell,  priory  of,  200. 
Comyns’s  of  EfTex,  3 10,  313. 
Conffable,  Richard,  283. 
Conyers,  Maurice,  280,283. 
Cockft am -Tjooii forty  527. 
CoOKSTONE,  parijh  of  389, 

439- 

Cool  Hai  hour  feat  y hi  River  neatly 

92-  , ^ 

Cooling,  parifh  of,  439. 
Coofens,  Richard,  the  daughter 
of  pcjfejfes  Paddock  Farm  in 
Milton,  341. 

Coppinger’s,  184,223,  414. 

Copthally  in  Nutferly  3 5 1 . 

Cornbury,  Edward  Hyde,  lord, 
330,  33i»4i8,  4195  462. 
Cornwall,  Sir  John,  290. 
Cofin’s,  206. 

Cofngton  houfcy  in  Northfleet,  310. 
Gotland  barity  in  Cheveningy  132. 

Cothull’s,  168. 

Cottin,  koY^Wy poffeffes  Hill-park, 
in  Wefterham,  i 71. 
Cottington’s,  465. 

Cotton,  Roger,  269. 

Coventry,  Sir  William,  2 <'4. 
Councils y provincial y 498,  500. 
Courcy,  James  de,  323. 
Courthop,  P’rancis,  360. 
CouRTsoLE  elf  ate,  in  Cliff, 

, 499- 

Co'Nxsv.'^y parijh  of,  203;  ad- 
vowfon  of,  243,  245,  246. 
Cowdham,  manor  of,  185. 
Cowell,  colonel  Andrew,  492. 
Cowling, ymri///  o/*,  516  ; caf. 
tie,  518,  52c,  521  ; manor- 
houfe,  504;  lodgey  ^20. 
Cowper’s,  86. 


Crakelty  Willi  am  yprefent  re^orqf 
Ifieldy  351;  of  Nutjiedy  356 
of  Chalky  i . 

Cramaville’s,  322,  326. 
Cramond,  baronefs,  184. 
Cranmers's,  118,124. 
Cranwell,  Robert,  117. 
Crayford,  parfonage  of,  253. 
Crevequer’s,  106. 

Cripps,  Thomas,  349. 

Crifp’s,  167,  I 74,  464. 
Crittenden  in  Covadeiiy  206 
Crittenden’^,  263. 

Cromer’s,  166,  424. 

Cromwell,  Thomas,  lord,  204; 
account  of,  533. 

Crouch-houfe,  in  Eatonbridge, 
187. 

Cuo'M-vx.ACEy  in  Brajiedy  152. 
Crow’s  of  Bralfcd,  1 52. 
Ckovvdleham  featy  in  Kem^ 

43- 

Cukelftane,  385,  379,  380. 
Culpeper’s,  68,  70,  90,  261. 
Culverflon  houfe,  in  Mcopham,^,  57. 
Curteisy  Thomas, prefent  reilor  and 
vicar  of  Sevenoke,  103. 

Cuxton.  See  Cookltone. 

D. 

t 

Dacre,  Barretts,  lords,  113. 
Dacre,  Leonards,  lords,  150, 
201  ; account  of,  1 10. 

Daly,  Dennis,  465. 

Daliing’s,  174. 

Dalyfon,  William,  leffee  of  Hai- 
ling manor,  382. 

Daly  foil’s,  384. 

Danes  and  Saxons,  battle  of,  2 1, 

304- 

D’ Aranda.  Paul,  3,  7, 

DarelPs,  362. 

Darkenol,  Robert,  249. 

Darnley,  John,  earl  of  pojjejfes 
Nealhampton  manor;  287; 
Gravefend  manor,33 1 ; Cob- 
ham  manor  and  hall,  422  ; 
Cobhambury  manor,  423; 

advowfon 
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aclvowfon  of  Cobham  cluu'cli 
433;  Kandall  manor,  450; 
Eafi:  and  Weft  Chalk  manor, 
463  ; Bekele  manor,  463  ; 
Careen  farm,  479;  Brooks’s 
farm,  492  ; Cliff  manor,  504; 
Bromlegh,  535;  and  Chat- 
tenden  in  Frindfbury,  536. 

Darnley,  Blighs,  earls  of,  ac- 
count  of,  420. 

Dartford,  manor  of,  417,  428. 

Daffiwood’s  of  Oxfordlh.  107, 
230,  283. 

Dauling’s,  174. 

Davy’s,  313,  370. 

Day,  David,  pofejfcs  Timber- 
wood  manor,  465;  LittleHer- 
mitage  feat,  in  f'rindlbury, 
526. 

Dawnfey,  John,  91. 

Dean  COURT,  inMeoJihafn ,363. 

Dean,  Robert,  383. 

De  la  Pole’s,  108. 

Delaware  feat,  in  Brafedy 
154.  198. 

Delaware’s,  154,221. 

Denne,  Rev.  bamiiel,  astruftee, 
JiofejfesX okc  manor, inStroud, 
553- 

Denham,  Sir  John,  520. 

Dennis,  Peter,  171. 

Denny,  monaftery  of,  549. 

Denny,  Sir  Anthony,  12. 

Denton,  y5r<2r////  of,  471. 

Derlng,  Edward,  466. 

Derndale.  See  Dundall’s. 

Defpencer,  d'homas,  lord,  leffee 
of  tithes  in  Cobham,  Shorne, 
and  Chalk,  442,  456,  470. 

Defpencer,  Hugh  le,  his  great 
riches,  134. 

Devereux,  Sir  John,  account  of, 
233.255. 

Devonfliire,Cavendifli’s,  dukes 
of,  362. 

Diggins  feat,  in  Seale,  51. 

Diily,  Mrs.  lejfce  of  Pligham  par- 
fonage,  496. 

Dixon’s,  261. 


Xi 

Dodmore  manor,  in  Meophatn, 
361. 

Dodfworth,  Rev.  Francis  arid 
Fred,  lejfees  of  Boncakes  and 
Flawkins’  manors  in  Stroud, 
552.  S3«- 

Dominicai  lands,  in  Higham, 
496. 

Donington  manor.  6‘e'eDunton. 

Dorfet,  J-ohn  F.  duke  of,  high 
fe’-jsard  of  Otfoi'd  honor,  24  ; 
JioJJe/jes  Kemfing  manor  and 
advowfon,  43,  49;  Seale  ma- 
nor, 53;  Hail  manor  in  Seale, 
54;  Sevenoke  manor,  73; 
Knole  feat  and  park,  82 ; high 
fewardot  Penlluirft  halymote 
230. 

Dorfet,  Sackvilles,  .earls  and 
dukes  of,  43,  49,  53,  69,  70, 
73,  23a,  291  ; account  of,  77. 

Dover  caftle,  conftablesof,  23J, 
233,  234,  243,  255. 

Dou6leto?i’s,  in  Pe?i/hufjl,  245. 

Douglafs’s,  190. 

Dowde's  chafiel,  in  Luddefdon, 
373- 

Downe,  Popes,  earls  of,  15. 

Drap’s  eftate  in  Cliff,  508,  509. 

Drayiiowt,  Walter,  253. 

Driver,  John,  205. 

Drujry’s  of  Norfolk,  184,  223, 
534- 

Dryhill  manor,  in  Sundridge, 
127,  129. 

Djntdall’s,  in  Northfeet,  308. 

Dunmalirigdene,  502. 

Dunn,  449. 

Du  NT  ON  manor,  in  Chevening, 

123. 

Durrant,  Robert,  pojfejfcs  Fer- 
bies,  in  Speldhurft,  285. 

Dyer,  JVilliatn,  Jirefcnt  vicar  of 
Hailing,  389, 

Dyke,  Sir  john,  JtOjfeJ/es  Cock- 
hu.rft  manor,  in  ohureham, 
2;  Linkhill  manor,  190. 

Dyke,  Percival  Hart,  [loff'ejfis 
Heahurft  m.inor,  427. 

D>  ke, 
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Dyke,  Mrs.  Mary,  pojftjfes  the 
Wood  manorinCowcien,2o8. 

Dyke’s  of  Burwafh,  183,  208. 

Dyke’s  of  Devonfliire,  505. 

, Dymock  Henry,  prefcnt  reflor  of 
Halfed,  19. 

Dynley,  John,  182. 

E. 

Earde.  See  Crayford. 

Eaftmarfli,  in  Cliti',  507. 

Eatonbridge,  harijh  of  179, 
162. 

Ediva,  queen,  357,  52 x. 

Edmeads,  Vial's,  jiatron  of  Ifieid 
rectory,  351  ; poJfeJJ'esViwx'^tdi 
court,  354; patron  oi  redtory, 
355  ; Owlie  feat  in  Cob  ham, 
428. 

Edmund  Ironfide,  king,  21. 

Egberth,  king  of  Kent,  377, 

534- 

Egerton,  William,  LL.D.  253. 

Egerfon,  Dorington,  311. 

Eliot’s  of  Northiieet,  310. 

Elliot,  Tho.  pojfefes  Dodmore 
manor,  in  Meopham,  363. 

Ellifon,  Thomas,  the  dcvifee  of, 
JioJfeJjh  Wcll-ltreet,  in  Wef- 
terham,  168. 

Elrington,  Edw^ard,  549. 

Englefield’s,  account  op,  509. 

Ensfield  farm,  237.  Yenf* 
field. 

EfTe,  Thomas  de,  83. 

Edex,  Devereaux,  earl  of,  233. 

Elthelwolf,  king,  390. 

Etkin’s  of  Gravefend,  341. 

£ W E H E R s T , Eajl  and  Weft  ma- 
nor,  285,  243,  245,  247. 

Ewens,  William,  505. 

F. 

Falk  common,  in  Seale,  5 1 , 

Fane’s, 208, 237, 262,  437,  456. 

Fant,  parifh  of,  in  Sullex,  276; 
V/ ells,  277. 


Farrington’s  of  Chefilhurft,520, 
523. 

Farnaby’s  of  Sevenoke,  account 
of,  86,  91,  101 ; Sir  Thomas, 
27. 

Farnham,  Robert  Maxwell,  earl 
of,  465. 

Faverfliam,  manor  of,  484. 

E'aunce’s  of  Cliff,  5x1,  512. 

Felborough,  in  Chalk,  464. 

Ferjfment,  old  and  new,  369. 

Fer.bie’s  manor  in  Speldhurjl, 
284, 

Ferbye’s  of  Speldhurft,  account 
of  285. 

Fermor,  Sir  Henry,  321. 

Ferry,  at  Gravefend,  32:  ; anti- 
entone  at  Higham,  483. 

Fiennes,  J.  de,  326.  Ye^Fynes, 

Figges,  alias  Milton  place,  339. 

Fieston  manor,  in  Shoreham,  7. 

Fires  at  Gravefend,  324,  333. 

Fill),  ftrangeones,  325. 

Flucke’s,  308. 

Foley’s,  account  of  17. 

Falkland,  what  it  was,  371. 

Ford  pdace,  in  Penjliurjl,  245, 
247,  249. 

Fortrye’s,  account  of,  309,  315, 

349- 

Foucourt,  8. 

Fowler,  John,  313,  328,  341. 

Fox,  Hopkins,  523,  524. 

Frankelyn,  Robert,  551. 

Frankelyne's  court  in  Stroud,  551. 

Fremingham’s,  128, 132,  262. 

Fr ending's  borough  in  Petphurf, 
229. 

Frjndsbury,  pdrifi  of,  525  ; 
church  of,  557,  558. 

Frindlbury  clubs,  cujlomof  528. 

Frogenhall,  R.  533. 

Frowick’s,  353. 

Frye’s,  268. 

Fuller,  Dr.  Thomas,  61,  100, 

lOI. 

Fync’s,  36,  52,  64. 

Gabriee’s 
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Gabriel’s,  feat  in  Eatonbridge^ 
i8o,  186. 

Gage,  Sir  John,  200. 

Gainsford’s,  account  of ^ 207,219. 

Gardiner,  Thomas,  and  others, 
Jioffefs  kuft  hall,  283;  Hol- 
land’s manor  in  Speldhurft, 
284. 

Garrard’s,  alias  Garret’s,  311, 
350. 

Garth’s,  311,  349-  • 

Gasum,  in  Weferham,  167. 

Gates,  George,  filters  of,  foffefs 
Little  Okdey  manor  in  Hig- 
ham,  489. 

Gates,  William,  489,  507. 

Gavelkindf  a cultom  belonging 
to,  12 1 ; change  of  the  tenure, 

■ of,  445- 

Gaunt,  Henry  de,  423. 

Gawdye,  Sir  Henry,  103 ; Sir 
Thomas,  329. 

Gee,  Richard,  364. 

Gerunde,  Sir  Hugh  de,  272. 

Gibbon,  Rob.  230;  Tho.  508. 

Gilbce,  Nicholas,  472. 

Gitfard,  Richard,  368.  ‘ 

Gilford’s,  362,  426; 

Glendower,  Owen,  338,  370, 
396. 

Gloucelter,  Audleys,  earls  of, 
182  ; Glares  7,  147;  Defpen- 
cer’s,  134. 

Gloucelter,  Humphry,'duke  of, 
account  of  234.. 

Glover,  James, Sharnden 
manor  in  Eatonbridge,  185. 

Godding-gyeen,  in  Seale,  5** 

Goddington,  alias  W alter' s, 
in  Frindlbiiry,  536. 

Goddington  manor,  in  Stroud, 

55°- 

Golding’s,  383,  539. 

Goldfmith's,  eftate  in  Chevemtig, 
122. 

Godmerfiiam,  church  of,  366. 

Goodhugh’s,  57,  282. 


Goodyer,  colonel,  496. 
Gordon, Mrs.  Elizabeth, 

Shorne  manor,  4475  hundred 
ofShamel,  37S 
Gordon’s  of  Rochelter,  323. 
Gorges,  K\ch.zxd,  JwJJefTes  Hen- 
den  manor  in  SundrKlge,i4o. 
Gother^s  of  Stroud,  557. 

Grand  ajfiose,  trial  by,  247. 
Grandilon’s,  35,  52,  63,  82. 
Gravely  hill,  in  Suflex,  203,211. 
Gravesend,  farijit  of,  319, 
439  ; town  of,  342. 
Gravefend,  corporation  oi^pof- 
Paddock  manor,  341. 
Gravefend  de,  family  of,  325, 

340>  352- 

Greatnefs  far7n,  in  Otford,  26. 
Grean,  alias  Meiflo7i  manor, 
4785  farm  in  Merlton,  479. 
Green’s,  185. 

Greenltreet,  Richard,  535. 
Grelliam’s,  139,  177,  182;  ac- 
, count  of,  164. 

Grelliam,  Sir  John,  1715  Sir 
Edward,  188. 

Grey,  Reginald, lord  of  Ruthiii, 


33^5  395‘ 

Groom  BRIDGE  manor  and  houje 

287. 

Groo7nbridge,  chapel  of  292,  283. 
GROVE,ye«^  in  Seale,  51. 
Guildford,  James,  307. 
Gun-fiints,  manufadlory  of,  458. 
Gunning,  G.poffefes  Godding- 
ton feat  in  Frindlbiiry,  538. 
Gunfley,  Robert,  540. 

Gwydir,  Peter,  lord,poJeJesGt. 
Okeley  manor  and  tithes  in 
Flighanii  488,  497. 


H. 

Hall  manor,  in  Seale, 

FI  ALL-PLACE,  alias  HollenJen 
stianor,  in  Lyghe,  263- 
Hall,  James,  1 16  ; Mr.  373. 
Hallborough,  in  Speldhurf , 2 7 5 » 
in  Penlhurlt,  228. 

Halden., 
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Halden,  William  de,  532. 
H/tllenden,  in  Ly^he,  238. 

H A L 1 M OT  E , alias  Otford  laid 
manor,  229. 

Ww^-Li^c, j!ar.i/li  of,  376,  399, 

+39- 

H A F,  ST  ED,  13. 

Hilded  Fiiaiioi',  4. 
llalftow  High,  manor  houfe  of, 
b"5+- 

Ham,  in  Meojtham,  364. 

Hamiin,  Rev.  Mr.  201. 
llauiond,  Leonard,  339. 
Hanger’s,  86. 

Harbroc,  James, part  of 
Cowden,' alias  Lewilham  ma- 
nor, 205;  Chatfoi'd  manoi", 
252  ; Hall  place,  alias  Hollen- 
den  manor  263;Groombridge 
place  and  Redmeredge  ma- 
nor, 292  ; patron  of  Speld- 
hurd  reddory,  299. 

Haid  i ng , M rs  •f'^JfJJes  th  e G ro  ve, 
feat  in  Seale,  31. 

Harllects.  See  Septvans. 
Hargrave,  Rev.  Richard,  jirefent 
vicar  of  Higham,  498. 

Harland,  Rev.  Charles,  373. 
Harley,  Sir  Robert,  398. 
Harneys,  John,  108. 

Harris,  Thomas,  496. 

Harrifcn,  Henry,  171;  Abra- 
ham, 263, 

Harpden,  John,  41 1,  319. 
Harper,  Sir  George,  20,  68,  70, 
90,  139,  392,  426,  431. 
Hartridge,  Thomas,  443. 
Harvey,  Tho.y2<z//o«  of  Cowden 
reftory,  209  ; [irefent  re<^or  of 
the  fame,  210;  pojfejfes  Red- 
leafe  hoiife  in  Penihurfl,  253. 
Harvey,  Wm.  Tho.  fiatron  of 
I.yghe  reftory,  270. 

Harvey’s  of  Tunbridge,  425. 
Harvey,  Jacob,  pojj'ejfes  Berry- 
court  _ in  Clifte,  505  ; New 
Barn  in  Cowling,  521. 
Harvey’s  of  Cowling,  520,321, 
• ■ 


Halllii’s,  363,  366;  account  of, 
360. 

Hafted’s,  499. 

Haftings,  family  of,  338. 

Hatfell,  John,  refdes  at  Brad- 
borne,  in  Sevenoke,  83. 

Havenden  court,  in  Penihurd, 
234,  236. 

Havekyn,  Richard,  331. 

Haule,  Hubert  de,  1 16. 

Havonfee,  in  Cobham,  428, 

Havvberk,  Sir  Nic.  41 1,  430. 

Ha^vden, alias  Havendon  court  ma- 
nor in  Pcnjhurf,  243,  243, 
247. 

Hawkins’s  manor  in  Stroud, 

55-.  555- 

Haydon  manor.  S'ee  The  Mount. 

Hayes,  Richard,  devifee  of  lef- 
fee  oi  tithes  in  Cobham,  427. 

Hayes,  Richard,  441. 

Hayes’s,  428,  429,  431. 

Hayter,  George,  3 1 1 . 

Head,  James  Roper,  and  others 
pojfcfs  Hermitage,  feat  in  Hig- 
ham, 492 ; Prior’s  hall,  in 
Clilf,  507. 

Head,  family,  account  of,  489. 

Heath’s  of  Brafted,  account  of, 
152,  156. 

H ENDEN  manor  tn  Sundridge, 
L33- 

H EN HURST  manor  in  Cobham, 
425,  428. 

Henniker,  major,  poffejfes  Co- 
ben  Bere  manor,  in  Eaton- 
bridge,  187. 

Hepsbrooke,  alias  Ford's - 
place  manor,  in  Penfhurlf, 
243,  245,  247,  249. 

He  KunAGZffeat  in  Higham, 
•489. 

H ERMiTAGE,  Little,  feat  in 
Frindlbury,  526. 

Herne,  Frederick,  521,  524. 

Heronry,  in  Penflnirlt  park,  229. 

Herrys’s  of  Chepfted,  124. 

Herfng,  in  Cliff,  502,  503. 

Heliit,  William,  315. 

Hever, 
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Hever  COUR.T,  in  Ijield,  348. 

Hever’s  of  Ifield  court,  31OJ 
account  ef\  348. 

Hextal,  William,  207. 

High  STREET  H O U S £ , /?!  CJlld- 
ingjione,  211. 

High  g/',  48 1 , 439. 

Hill-  PARK,  feat  in  Wefter- 
liain,  170. 

Hill’s,  505. 

Hilder’s,  in  Eatonhidge,  187. 

Hiliiam,  Mrs.  pojjejfes  Luddef- 
don  manor,  371. 

Hilfborough, Wills,  earl  of,  i 71. 

Hihejbur^ , 8. 

Hive,  leat  in  Northfleet,  311, 
303. 

Hockenden,  18 1. 

Hodfoll,  Elizabeth,  364. 

'Holebergh,  379,  380,  384,  399. 

Holla  N D manor ^ in  Sjieldhurji, 
284. 

Hol  LEN.DEN,  in  Lyghe,  262, 
266. 

Holme,  Rev.  Edward,  539. 

Holders,  what,  509. 

EIoo,  St.  Mary,  439. 

Hoo,  St.  Werburgh,  433,  439. 

Hoonefsfort,  alias  The  Folly,  527. 

Hoakgreen  houfe,  in  Meopham,  357. 

Hop,  Thomas  de,  46. 

Hopkins,  Mary  Anne,  538. 

Horne’s  place.  See  Whorne’s 
place. 

Hornlhy’s,  33  i , 419,  420,  428, 
461,  462 , 486. 

HortonKirkby,  church  of,  433, 
469  ; manor  of,  508. 

Ho/kins’s  of  Oxfted,  in  Surry, 
account  of,  133,  139. 

Hofpital  at  Stroud  founded, 

553.  558- 

Hofpitallers,  knights,  548. 

Hrofecaefter,  caftle  of,  534. 

Hubbard,  James,  428. 

Hubble,  Benj.  piojfejfes  a houle 
in  Shingiewell,  347. 

Hugefien’s  of  Stodmar{h>  354- 

c 2 


Humphrey,  IVilliayn , prefent 
tor  of  Ke7nf?tg,  qo. 

Humfrey’s  of  Hever,  barts.  ac- 
count of,  193,  200. 

Hulkes,  Tho.  leJJ'ee  of  Stroud 
hofpital,  5565  of  Temple 
tithes  in  Stroud,  559. 

Hunfdon,  Carys,  lords,  41,  32, 

Huntingfield,  family  of,  361. 

Hyde’s  of  Sundridge,  account 
of,  131,  143,  144,  221.223. 

Hyde,  Savile  John, Sun- 
dridge upland  and  Weald 
manor,  i 31. 

Hyde’s,  27,  303,  530. 

Hyde,  lady  Theodolia,  330, 
419,  421,  462. 

I.  J. 

I de-hill  houfe,  in  Sundridge,  127. 

Idleigh’s,  account. of , 362. 

Idley  lands,  in  Shorne,  435. 

Jemet’s,  187. 

Jenkinfon,  John,  465. 

Jermin,  Michael,  D.D.  46. 

Jerfey,  Villiers,  earls  of,  .167, 
168. 

IviZhTst, pari/h  of,  347. 

Ifield  court,  manor,  and  houfe, 
in  Northfleet,  310. 

Ifield,  Thomas  de,  316. 

Jones,  Inigo,  422. 

Jones , James ,prefent  vicar  of  Cob - 
hatn,  442. 

Jones,  Hetiry,  prefent  vicar  of 
Shorne,  456. 

Joynes,  Mr.pojfejfes  MountPlea- 
fant,  feat  in  Gravelend,  319. 

Ipre,  William  de,  484. 

Iron  ore,  276. 

Ifley’s  of  Sundridge,  83,  108, 
116,  117, 127, 129,  132, 140, 
143,  149,  169  ; accoutitof.1^2. 

I/lingham  manor,  in  FrindJbury, 

544‘ 

Ifon,  John,  333. 

Judd,  Thomas,  449. 

Kearflev’s, 
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K. 

Kearfley’s,  299. 

Keble/Mr.  pojfeffes  a part  of 
Seale  parfonage,  59. 

Kelley,  Sir  Geo.  283,  284. 

KEMSiNC,yS(flri/^  of,  32. 

Kemfing,  fainih  of,  ibid. 

Kemfing,  inanorof,  193;  church 
■ of,  432. 

Ken  lie,  Chriftopher,  488. 

Kidder’s  well,  in  Penlhurft,229. 

Killick,  Rich,  pojfefjh  Crouch- 
houfe,  in  Jatoiibridge,  187. 

King,  the,  patron  of  Northfleet 
reftory,  318;  of  Gravefend 
reftory,  334;  of  two  turns  of 
Milton  reftory,  343 ; of  Chalk 
reftory,  470  ; Merfton  refto- 
ry,  480. 

King’s,  424. 

Kingsborough,  in  Penjhurjl.,  229. 

Kipping,  Walter,  36a. 

Kippington,  feat  in  Sevenoke^ 

86. 

Knight,  Tho.  of  Wefterhatn, 
174. 

Knight,  John,  leffee  of  Cardan’s 
in  Clilf,  509. 

Knight’s  of  Cowdham,  224, 
286.' 

Knights  Templars,  375. 

Knole  park,  in  Sevemke^  62, 
103. 

Knyvett,  Thomas,  184,  223. 

L. 

Lake,  George,  20. 

Lambard,Multon,y4o^f^j  a leat 
in  Sevenoke,  6t ; Rumfliott 
manor,  90 ; Seyliards  in  He- 
ver,  199. 

Lambarde,  William,  the  peram- 
bulator., 382,  384,  437. 

Lambard’s  of  Sevenoke,  10 1 ; 
account  of  8<). 

Lambert,  Thomas,  166. 

Lambeth,  manor  of,  507. 


Lamport,  John,  5^0. 

Lancafter,  duchy  of,  21,  43 
53,  228,  551. 

Lane,  Tho.  pojfefes  Rye-houfe, 
in  Otford,  29;  Bradborne, 
85;  and  Blackball,  in  Seven- 
oke, 86.  ’ 

Langridge  manor  in  Hailing^ 
382. 

Lanfdell’s,  x6. 

l.attenden,  George,  563. 

Latterham's  Upper farm  in  Penf* 
hurft,  245. 

Latimer,  Robert,  539. 

Lanvalai,  Wm.  de,  423,  45S. 

Leach,  Sir  William,  167. 

Leder,  Oliver,  509. 

Lee,  William,  510. 

Lees,  186 

Leeds  priory  ot,  426. 

Leghe,  Ralph,  64. 

Leicefter,  Robert  Dudley,  earl 
of,  69,  329. 

Leicefter,  Sidneys,  earl  of,  224, 
249,  255,  260^  264,  269,  286, 
account  of,  240. 

Leigh,  Robert,  187. 

Leighton’s,  205. 

Lennard’s  of  Chevening,  30, 
70,  91,  1 16,  1 1 7,  1 18,  124, 
1 30,  201  ; account  of  , 108. 

Lennard,  Rich.  Barrett,  151. 

Lenox,  Stuarts,  dukes  of,  329, 
449,  463. 

Lefnes  abbey,  396. 

Lettoh,  Sir  Walter  de,  204. 

Leuches,  alias  Muiches  pianor,  in 
Jdorthflect,  313. 

Levefon’s  of  Whornes-place, 
375>  383.  437j  447;  account 
393- 

Lewis,  Rev.  George,  201. 

Lewis’s  of  Wefterham,  284. 

Lewisham,  alias  Coindham  ma- 
nor, 203. 

Lewknor’s,  p.  261. 

Lewfon’s.  S'fp Levefon’s. 

Light,  Thomas,  311. 

Lill,  Dr.  492. 


Lill, 
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Lill,-  Mrs.  Elizabeth. and  others 
jiojfefs  Hermitage,  feat  in  Hig- 
hain,  492. 

Lillechurch  manor,  484; 
priory  or  abbey,  ibid. 

Lillechurch,  in  Higham,  481, 
482.  493. 

Lillhigton,  Dickfon,  prefent  vicar 
of  Lyghc,  275. 

Liiich,  William,  522. 

Linchefliele,  202.  ' 

Linckhill,  borough  of,  190. 

Lingfield,  college  of,  171,  208. 

Lindfey’s,  284. 

Lifle,  Robert  Sidney,  vifcount, 
26,  240. 

Litchfield,  Bernard  Stuart,  earl 
of,  416. 

Lodge-hill,  in  Cowling,  i;2i. 

London,^  city  of,  322,  323, 
464. 

London,  limits  of  the  port  of, 
325. 

London,  Gravefends,  bifliops 
of,  352. 

Lone’s  of  Sevenoke,  89. 

Lovaine,  Sir  Nicholas,  account 
of  232. 

Lovell,  Thomas,  53. 

Loveftede,  manor  of,  171. 

Luddes  DON,y4flri/5  g/",  367. 

Luddefdon,  Reginald  de,  371. 

Lulhngstone,  alias  Shoreham  caf- 
tle,  6. 

Lumley,  Honourable  Mr.  pof- 
fejfes  Mar fli -green  farm,  185  ; 
Brown’s  manor,  186;  and 
Hilder’s  in  Eatonbridge,  187. 

IjYGYi'E,  fiari/h  of  258. 

Lyghe  chapel,  advowfon  of, 
232. 

Lyghe,  impropriate  advowfon 
of,  243  ; advowfon  of  vicar- 
age, 245,  246  ; park,  245. 

Lymfey’s,  311,  349. 

Lynches,  alias  Mynches  manor,  in 
Northfleet,  313. 

Lyte,  Thomas,  291, 


M. 

'MacGwire,  William,  171. 

Madam’s  court,  Morant’s 
court. 

Madan,  Dr.  Patrick,  282. 

Maidltone,  manor  of,  67. 

Malevill,  14. 

Mailing,  abbey  of,  ,372,  388, 
403. 

Mallingden,  in  ClifFe,  502. 

Manning’s  of  Wellerham,  170, 
172,  173. 

Manvvood,  Sir  Peter,  464,  469. 

Manwood’s,  49. 

Maplefden’s  of  Shoriie,  account 
of,  443,  4(52. 

Mariner's,  feat  in  Weferham, 

. '59- 

Market,  John,  lef'ee  of  Meophani 
manor  and  rectory,  361,363'. 

Markland,  Mrs.  364. 

Marlepit  hill,  in  Eatonbridge, 
180. 

Mar  sh-greem  house,  180; 
farm  in  Eatonbridge,  185. 

Marfhali’s  of  Charing,  538. 

Marlham  family,  account  of,  395. 
398. 

Marten’s,  333. 

Martin,  Catherine,  339. 

Martin’s  of  Shorebam,  9,  187. 

Martyr,  James,  pojfeffes  Collet- 
well,  feat  in  CJtfard,  20. 

Matter’s  of  Meopham,  357. 

Maxwell,  lady  Harriet,  465. 

May,  io\\n, lejfee  of  Hailing  par- 
fonage,  387. 

Mendez,  Mofes,  491. 

Medhurft-row  hamlet,  in  Ea- 
tonbridge, 180. 

Mellaker,  houfe  in  Meopham,  337, 

Melford,  John  de,  383. 

Mendfield’s,  464. 

Menzies,  U^illiain,  prefent  vicctr 
of  Erindfbury,  34O. 

Meoph AMj/ari/i  336. 

Merston,  parijh  of,  477. 

Michell’s, 
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Michell’s,  55,. 92- 

Michaelham  priory,  in  Suffex, 
204. 

Middleton’s,  170,  353. 

Milbrooke farm,  in  Chiding- 
ftone,  22 1." 

Mill’s  of  Chevening,  108,  115. 

Mills,  Dr.  Samuel,  350. 

, par'tjh  of,  335. 

Mineral  firings,  280. 

Mitchell,  Waiter,  450. 

Moat,  alias  Cosins  manor,  in 
Can  den,  206. 

Mockbeggar  farm,  in  Higham, 
482. 

Molland  and  Dean  feewa- 
nor,  in  Cliff,  505. 

Mompeffon’s  of  Sundridge,  27, 
127. 

Mone,  Guy,  46. 

Monins,  baronets,  499. 

Montacute’s,  203,  370,  373. 

Montchenfie’s,  337,  369,  395, 
488. 

Montreal,^^/  in  Riverhead,' 

9h  95- 

Moody’s  farm,  in  Penflnirft, 
245. 

Moore,  George,  firefent  re^or  of 
Brafted,  157;  Charles, prefent 
reCior  of  Cookfone,  403. 

Morant’s-court,  in  Cheven- 
ing, 12 1. 

Morante,  William,  123. 

Moreland’s  of  Stroud,  557. 

Morefbye,  John,  338. 

Morgan,  Sir  Charles,  bart./o/l 
fffs  rents  in  Cobham,  429. 

Morris,  Sir  Chriftopher,  313, 
328,  340. 

Mortimer’s  manor,  inCliff,  509. 

Mortimer’s,  ibid. 

Moubray,  Nigellde,  162. 

Moulfon,  Peter,  339. 

AIount,  Haydos  manor, 
tn  Cobham,  427. 

Mount  Pleasant,  feat  in 
Cravefend,  319. 


N. 

Nafli-ftieet,  in  Northfleet,  303. 

Naflie’s,  in  Penflrurft,  245. 

Natural  hi/lory,  occurrence  of, 
160,  161,  181. 

Neal’s,  532. 

Nealhampton  manor  inSpeld* 
hurft,  287. 

Neile,  Walter,  488. 

Nevill’s,  444,  ,459. 

Newberg,  alias  Newborough’s, 

6. 

New,  Stafford,  prefent  reblor  of 
Hever,  202. 

Newark  hofpital.  See  Stroud. 

N EWBARNE,  effate  in  Cowling, 
521. 

Newman’s,  58,  92,  153. 

New-park,  Otford  manor, 
28. 

Nieholas,  Matthew,  prefent  re£lor 
of  Penjhurjl,  257. 

•Nicholfon,  Mary,  59. 

Nightingale,  185, 

Nifell’s  of  Wrotham,  89. 

Northfleet,  parifli  of,  302,  3475 
manor  of,  67. 

Norfolk,  Bigod’s,  earls  of,  34, 
52,63. 

North,  Dudley,  lord,  70,  277. 

Northwich,  priory  of,  467. 

Northwood’s,  444. 

Nott,  Rev.  Mr.^rt/ro«of  Hever 
redtory,  201. 

Nouaille,  Vzx.tr , poffeffes  the  filk 
mills  at  Greatnefs,  61. 

Nulcombe,  in  Seale,  57. 

Nv-r^T'e.-D,  pari/b  of,  351. 

O. 

Obert,  Dr.  426. 

Obrien,  Henry,  lord,  330,  418, 
461,  462,  479. 

O'Conner’s,  283. 

Oflfa,  king  of  Mercia,  21,  22, 
394,  528. 

Oifterland, 
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Oilierland,  in  Cliff,  503.. 

Okeley,  Great  <*WLittle 
manors,  iiiHigbam,  487,488, 
496;  tithes  of .)  497. 

Okifigton  jfMiior,  in  Shorne^  448) 

449- 

Oldcaftle,  Sir  John,  410;  ac- 

* cotmt  ofy  518. 

Oliver’s,  alias  Quintin’s,  55. 

Orbifton  woods,  in  Peniliurft, 
232,  259. 

Orgar,  Roger,  346. 

Orleans,  duke  of,  taken  [irifoner, 
289. 

Ormond,  Thomas  Boteler,  earl 
of,  192. 

Orpington,  manor  of,  190. 

Oftreham.  See  Wefterham. 

Q'v^ov^D^jiariJhofy  19. 

Otford^  honour  of , i,  3,  23,  190, 
229;  manor  of,  67;  chapel 
of,  ibid,  park,  103. 

Oxford  Weald,  alias  Penf- 
hurf  halimote  manor,  229. 

Ovenden’s  green,  in  Sundridge, 
127. 

Over  den.,  feat  in  SundridgCy  127. 

Ov  ERNEY,  alias  Overney's green 
manor,  in  Sundridge,  1 3 1 • 

OwiLiK, feat  in  Cobham,  428. 

Oxford,  Cardinals’  college  in, 
268. 


P. 

Packer’s,  292,  293  ; account  of 
2-91. 

Paddock,  alias  Parrock's  xm.- 
nor,  in  Milton,  339,  319. 

Page’s  of  Shorne,  451, 454,455. 

Painter's,  in  IVeferhani,  166,171, 
174. 

Pakenham’s,  426. 

Palmer’s  of  Otford,  28* 

Panter's,  alias  Panthurjl,  in  Se-_ 
venoke,  65,  67,  69,  103. 

Papilfon,  David,  patron  of  Se- 
venoke  redory  and  vicarage, 
J03. 


Parker,  Rob.yio^^j  the  palace 
and  Greatnels  farm,  in  Ot- 
ford, 26,  493. 

Parker’s  of  Shinglewell,  account 
347»  35°- 

Parlebien’s  Yoke.  See  Wainf- 
cott. 

Parlebien’s,  538. 

Parrock,  Robert  de,  339. 

Parrock’s,  See  Paddock. 

Parson’s  Borough,  manor  in.. 


513. 

Paveley,  Sir  Walter  de,  218. 

Paulin’s  of  B railed,  155. 

Payqe,  Mrs.  Sufannah,  poffejfes 
Polebrook  hoiife,  in  Hever, 
190. 

Piers’s,  account  of  5 7. 

Piggor’s,  205. 

Pincerna.  See  Butler. 

Pinenden,  in  Stroud,  551. 

Pitlield,  lady,  309. 

Peach,  Edw.  pojfeffes  a feat  in 
Sundridge,  127. 

Peake,  Thomas,  486. 

Pearfon’s,  496. 

Peckham’s,  89,  122,  123. 

Pcene,  Tho.  leffee  of  Stroud  al- 
monry, 556. 

Pellett,  James,  262. 

Pemble’s  of  Cobham,  404,  433, 

443- 


Pemley.  See  Pevenley. 
Pembroke,  llaltings,  earls  of, 
338,  37o>  395* 

Pembroke,  Marefchal's,  earls 
of,  33,  52,  63. 

Pembroke,  Mary  de  St.  Paul, 
countefs  of,  549. 

Pembroke,  Valence,  earls  of, 
338,  342,  344,  370,  395. 
Penchelter,  Sir  Stephen  de,2  3i, 

255- 

Penelhurft,  Sir  Stephen  de,259; 

272;  Sir  Thomas  de,  271. 
Penshurst,  parijh  of,  227; 
place,  account  of,  248  ; manor 
of,  271  ; mill  of,  273. 

Perry,  William,  209,  224,  243^ 


244, 
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24.|»  24^  249,  250,  256,260, 
269,  270,  286;  account  of, 
246. 

Perry-frcet,  inNortJfeet,  30^. 

rctky,  Mrs.,Eliz2betn,/>o^^J  a 
feat  in  Riverhead,  97  ; Brox- 
ham  manor  in  WeRerham, 
170. 

Petlev’s,  account  of y 96,  loi. 

Petley’s  of  Shoreham,  8,  10;  of 
Halfted,  15,  18,  186,  199. 

Fetter,  Rev.  John,  19. 

Petty’s,  20,  30. 

Pevenley,  Walter  de,  83. 

Peverel,  barony  of,  325. 

Planer’s,  eftaie  in  Shoreham,  9. 

Planer’s,  ibid. 

Plautius,  the  Roman  general, 
482. 

Plume,  archdeacon,  5 32'. 

Plumfted,  recforof,  333. 

Poll  ard’s,  yffl/  in  Chevening, 
123. 

Pole,  cardinal,  6g. 

PoLEBROOK yfcat  in  Hever,  190. 

Pulley,  alias  Polhill’s,  account  of 
4>  372?  5^'^‘ 

Polhill,  Cha.  jiojfeffes  Sepham 
and  Planer’s,  in  Shoreham, 
9;  eftate  in  Otford,  21,  27, 
29;  Cheplted,  feat  in  Che- 
vening,  121 ; Dunton  manor, 
123. 

Polhill’s,  7,  9,  II,  29,  30,  55 ; 

account  of , 119. 

Pollled,  Henry,  299. 

Pons  Edelmi.  AVe  £atonbride:e. 

Poole,  Sir  William  de  la,  410. 

Pope,  Sir  William,  15. 

Porten’s  of  Shorne,  452. 

Porter’s,  53,  449. 

PctCyJofeJih,  J/refcnt  rcSior  of  Mil- 
ten,  346. 

Potkin,  William,  45  ; John,  58, 
98. 

Potter’s  or  Wefterham,  account 
of  167,  173. 

Ponltney,  St.  Laurence,  college 
of,  282j  295. 


Poulteney,  Sir  John  de,  23 
259,  282,  295. 

Poynings,  Robert  de,  33^* 

Poyntz,  Hubert  de,  6. 

Pratt’s  of  Seale,  account  of  56. 

Prebble,  John,  lejfee  of  Higham 
and  Lillechurcn  manors,  487. 

Preston  manor,  in  Shot  eha?n,  4. 

Prefto7i,  Samuel,  jirefoit  redlor  of 
Chei'cning,  126. 

Prieftley,  William,  119. 

Price,  Mrs.  , 'lojfeffes  Mo- 
rant’s  court,  in  Chevening, 
122. 

Price’s  of  Wefterham,  159. 

Priors- HALL  manor,  in  Cliff, 
506,  502. 

Purbeck,  lady,  vifcountefsjzyg. 

Q. 

Quintin’s,  alias  Oliver’s,  55,92. 

R. 

RadclifFe,  Sir  Cha.  F.  baronet, 
fiojfcffes  part  of  Sergeants  Ot- 
ford manor,  27. 

Radnor,  earl  of,  309. 

Rainsford,  Sir  John,  311,  349. 

Ram,  Robert  le,  508,  509,  512. 

Ram  HURST,  in  Lyghe,  261. 

Randall  manor  in  Shorne,  44  7. 

Randolph’s,  539. 

Ranesley  heath, /« 
fione,  21 1 ; manor,  223. 

Raynhurst  manor,  in  Chalk, 
463. 

Raynlwell’s,  383. 

Read’s  of  Chidingftone,  133, 
223,226;  account  of  2ig. 

Read’s  of  Marden,  285. 

Rede,  in  Frindfbury,  543. 

Rede M bridge  master, in  Speld- 
hur/l,  287;  chapel  of,  292. 

Re  D L E A F E house,:;;  Penjhurf, 
252  ; lands  of,  245. 

Rendfley  manor.  See  Ranefley. 

Richardfon,  Sir  Thomas,  184. 

Richmond, 
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Richmond,  Stuarts,  dukes  of, 
322,  329,417,  449,  461,  463, 
479,  486,  492,  504,  536,550; 
account  of,  415* 

Ridgeway,  tneaning  of  482,483. 

Rikhill’s,  31 1,  315,  349,  532. 

River  HEAD,  houje  in  Sevenoke, 
62,  92  ; demefne  lands  in,  69. 

Rivers’  of  Chafford,  barts.  168) 
291 ; account  of,  250. 

Rochefter  caftle,  371. 

Rocheller,  church  of,  377,  394, 
528,  531.  ^ 

Rocherter,  priory  of,  310,  315, 
399,  400,  427,  455,470,473, 
49^  507»  522,  529,  53i,  535» 
536,  539»S5^  S54»5SS» 

■n  559* 

Rochefter  monks,  Jirocejion  of, 
527. 

Rochefter,  dean  and  chapter  of, 
Jtojfefsvi  ie.t  farm  in  Shoreham, 
4;  the  fame  in  Northfieet, 
307  ; Hailing  parfonage,387  ; 
patrons  of  vicarage,  ib.  tithes 
in  Cookftone^  401;  Cobham, 
427;  and  Shorne,  442;  in 
Chalk,  456,  470 ; in  Higham, 
496,  497  ; appropriation  and 
advowfon  of  Shorne,  453  ; 
Denton  manor,  474;  Priors- 
hall  in  Clift,  507  ; Cardan’s 
manor,  509 ; penfion  from 
CowlingchurGh,523;  Frindf- 
bury  manor.  Rede  court,  &:c. 
in  Frindfbury,  531,  542; 
tithes  in  Frindfbury,  545 ; 
Goddington  manor, 55i;Bon- 
cakes  and  Hawkins  manors, 
&c.  in  Stroud,  552;  Stroud 
hofpital,  556;  advowfon  of 
church,  558;  tithes  in  Stroud, 

^ 559- 

Rochefter,  bifliops  of,  379,  390, 
396?  397»  423?  44o>  53S> 

542. 

Rochefter,  Brinton,  bifhop  of, 
59;  Gian ville,  455,  553;  Ha- 
mo  de  Hethc,  380,  381,  535; 
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Walter  de  Merton,  423  ; 
Young,  541. 

Rochefter,  bifliop  of,  patron  of 
Milton  redtory,  343 ; jioffejfes 
Flailing  manor,  382  ; Cook- 
ftone  rnanor,  392  ; patron  of 
Rochefter,  398,  of  Denton 
rectory,  476. 

Rochefter,  bifliop  of,  his  palace, 
379- 

Rochford,  Bulleyn,  vifcount, 
39,  52,  139. 

Roe’s.  See  Row’s. 

Rogers’s,  353. 

Rolvcnden,  church  of,  433,434. 

Roman  antiquities,  140,  305, 
482  ; Jlations,  62  ; roads,  348, 
405. 

Romney,  Charles,  lord,  lejfee  of 
Cookftone  manor,  392;  pof- 
y^jWhorne’s  place  in  Cook- 
ftone, 394;  Wickam  maiior, 
396;  tithes  in  Cookftone, 
402  ; leffe'e  of,  40 1 . 

Romney,  Henry  Sidney,  earl  of, 
241. 

Romney-Jireet , i. 

Roper’s,  70,  r 16,  491,  499. 

Rotherden.  See  Riverhead. 

Rothefhyth.  See  Riverhead. 

Round,  Richard,  triiftees  of, 
pcffefs  Stonepit,  feat  in  Seale, 
57;  Speldhurft  manor,  283. 

Round,  Richard,  550. 

RdUnd-ftreet,  in  Cobham,  428. 

Roundall  manor.  See  Randalh 

Rouland’s,  261. 

Roufe,  John,  308. 

Rowe’s  of  Penlhurft,  250. 

Rowzee,  Dr.  Lewis,  278,  282 j 

Rumshott,  in  Sevenoke,  88. 

Rurapfted,  Sir  William,  88,  97. 

Rundale  manor,  in  Shorne,  455. 

Ruftell,  William,  287,  292. 

Rust-hall  manor  and  houfe, 
283,  279. 

Ruft’s,  2S3. 

Rutton,  Matthias,  prefent  reSiorof 
Ccrxling,  525. 

d Ruxley, 
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Ruxlcy,  hundred  of,  190. 

Kycroft,  Sir  Nelfon,  bart./o/- 

fejjh  Bowzell,  in  Chevening, 
223. 

Rve-house,  in  Otford,  28. 

Rvkeld.  See  Rikill’s. 

S. 

SacharifTa  (Waller’s)  241. 

Sackville  foinily,  account  of ^ 73, 
287. 

Salilbury,  MonWcute,  earl  of, 
370. 

Salilbury.  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of, 
375,  424,  447,  504,  550. 

Sall-freet,  in Luddefdm^  368. 

Salman  ’^ifeat  in  P enjhurjl 

Salter,  William,  341. 

Saltdn  Stall,  Afrs.  pojfejfes  the 
Mount  manor,  irt  Cobham, 

‘ 428". 

Sandback,  Francis,  g. 

Savage’5  of  Bobbing,  14,  446^ 

Sargent,-  John,  1 7. 

Say,  William  de,  36,  52,  63, 
i6g,  288. 

Say  and  Sele,  Fynes,  vifcounts, 
account  of,  36,63,  64. 

Saxby,  William,  252,  261. 

Saxons  aild  Danes,  battle  of, 
21. 

Scarves^  in  Eatonbridge^  187. 

Scawen’s  of  Carflialton,  299. 

Scullard,  George,  249. 

Sea  bathing  eftablilbed  atGravef- 
end,  320. 

Si. parijh of  51  ; manor  of, 
193. 

Sedley,  Sir  John,  317;  Sir  Cha. 
489 ; John,  510. 

Sedley’s  of  Southfleet  and  Ay- 
lesford,  353,  488. 

Sepham  manor ^ in  Shoreham^  9. 

Sepham’s,  8,  9. 

Septvans  family,  account  of  363. 

Sergeants  Otforu  manor., 
27,  67. 

Sergeantry, grand,  tenure  of,  147. 


Sevenoke,  harijh  of  60;  ma- 
nor and  advowfon  of,  67. 

Sevenoke,  William  de,  88,  97. 

Seyli ARD’s,_/e<2r  in  Hcver,ifi. 

Seyliard’s  of  Brafted,  155, 156; 
of  Hever,  account  of  198  ; of 
Penfliurft,  249 ; of  Eaton- 
bridge,  186,  187. 

Shales,  Mr.  488. 

Shamel,  hunched  of  375. 

Sharnden  manor,  in  Eatoa- 
bridge,  183. 

Shard,  Abraham,  ir. 

Sharp’splace,  inChidingstone, 
2 1 1. 

Shelley’s,  92,  167,  248. 

Shcrard,SirBrownlow,209,a24 , 
242,  243,  244,  249,  260,269, 
286;  account  of,  2 if 

Sherborne,  borough,  23. 

Shinglewell-street  houfe, 
in  1 field,  347. 

ShorEham, parijh  of,  2',  cas- 
tle, 6;  manor  and  advow- 
fon  of,  67. 

Shorey,  Elizabeth  and  others 
Ruft-hall,  in  Speld- 
hurfl,  283. 

Shorne,  parifii  of,  442,  439, 
477  ; church  of,  431,  432. 

Short,  Thomas,  499. 

Sigerd,  king  of  Kent,  394. 

Silk  mills,  in  Sevenoke,  61. 

Simkinfon,  John,  prefent  reSlor  of 

^Cliff,  515. 

Simplon’s  of  Bromley,  311. 

Sidney,  William,  30;  Anne, 
244,  269,  286;  Sir  Philip, 
248. 

Sidney’s,  26,27,  209,224,249, 
254,  255,  260;  account  f 
.^37- 

Sidney,  John,  of  Yalding,  247. 

Sidney,  John  Shelley,  poffejfes 
Steddell’s,  in  Sevenoke,  92  ; 
Rannefley  manor,  224;  Penf- 
hurft  manor  and  place,  Ce- 
pham,  Hawden,  Heplbrooke, 
Ford-place,  Weft  Lyghe  ma- 
nor 
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nor  and  impropriation,  Eaft 
and  Weft  Ewehurft  manor, 
Rendley  manor,  Well-place, 
and  Afliore,  248,  250,  260, 
270,  287-;  /i!fl/r<p«of  Penfliurft 
reflory,  256. 

Sifli,  Mr.  350. 

Skinner’s  company,  in  London, 
222. 

Smedley,  John,  {irefent  vicar  of 
Meojiham,  367. 

Smith,  Sir  Thomas,  29,  293. 

Smith’s  of  Bidborough,  26,  28  7, 
478- 

Smith,  alderman  Henry,  43,  53; 
account  of  It^is  charities^  71. 

Smith,  Thomas,  168. 

Smith,  Mrs.  Jiojfejfes  Afligrove, 
feat  on  Sevenoke  common, 
61. 

Smith,  GtOYge,  fioj/ej/es  di  feat  in 
Meopham,  357. 

Smith,  Tho./?2^^^.r  Lodge-hill, 
521  ; patron  of  two  turns  of 
Cowling  reftory,  523,  524. 

Snaith’s  of  Addington,  537. 

SoMERDEN,  189. 

Somerfet,  Edw.  Seymour,  duke 
of,  461. 

Somer’s  of  Rochefter,  539. 

Sompner,  505. 

South  Buckland  manor^  in 
Luddefilon^  37^* 

Southhorough^  in  Speldhurf,  278. 

Southfleet,  manor  of,  453. 

South-park^  inPenfiurf,  228,232, 
245,259. 

Spagg,  James,  283. 

Speldhurst, o/*,  275. 

Spencer’s  of  Penlhurft,  424; 
account  of  252,  253. 

Sprever’s,  396. 

Springhead,  in  Southfleet,  303. 

Spryver’s  place,  in  Milton,  340. 

Suuerie’s  manor  in  IV.eJicrham, 
165,  169. 

Stace’s,  262,263. 

Stacy,  John,  89;  George,  283. 

d 2 


St.  Alban’s,  Aubrey,  duke  of, 
16. 

St.  Clere’s,  233,  478,  488,  531. 

St.  Gregory’s  priory,  in  Can- 
terbury, 313. 

St.  John’s  bofpital  or  chapel  in 
Sevenoke,  61,  67,  104. 

St.  John’s  manor,  in  Cowden, 
206. 

St.  John,  knights  of,  206. 

St.  Leger,  Sir  Anthony,  449, 
492. 

St.  Martin’s,  397. 

St.  Mary  Graces  abbey,  313, 
321,  327)  334.  34®- 

St.  Mary  Hoo  manor  houfe, 
504. 

St.  Paul,  Mary  de,  549. 

St.Thomas’s-well,  inOtford,24; 
Watering-place,  in  Frindf- 
bury,  5^6. 

Stafford,  William,  139;  Ralph, 
182. 

Stafford,  earls,  account  of  148. 

Stanford’ s-end  houfe^  in  Eaton- 
bridge,  180. 

Stanford,  John,  poffefes  Gabri- 
el’s houfe,  in  Eatonbridge, 
180,  186. 

Stanford’s,  185,  187. 

Stangrave,  alias  Eatonbridge 
manor,  18 1 ; farm,  1-83. 

Stangrave’s,  18 1. 

Stanhope,  Charles,  earl, poffeffes 
Chevening  manor  and  iioufe, 

1 1 5 ; Chevening  warren,ii6; 
Chepfted,  alias  Wilkes’s  ma- 
nor, 1 18;  Overden’s  manor, 
127;  Overney’s  green,  &c. 
132;  B rafted  manor,  15 1. 

Stanhope  family,  accountoft\\\ 
Lucy,  lady,  123. 

Staples,  John,  427. 

Sted  all’s,  nliasStidulfe's Hothe 
in  Sevenoke^  54,  55,  91,  92. 

Steer’s,  1 78. 

Stevenfon,  449. 

Stidulfe’s  place.  SrcWilderneis. 

Stidulfe’s 
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Stidulfe’s  Hoath  farm.  5^fSted- 
dall’s. 

Stidulfe’s  of  Seale,  54,  92. 

Still’s,  207. 

Stocket's  in  Brajled,  151* 

STONEeiT,yf«/  in  Seale,  57- 

Stone-llreet,  in  Cobham,  428. 

Storm,  dreadful  one,  294. 

Stowell,  Peter,  54. 

Streatfield,  Wenry , /toJJhjfes  De- 
lawar  in  Brafted,i55;  bcanes 
in  Eatonbridge,i87;  Cowden 
alias  Lewifliain  manor,  205  ; 
Cowden  Leighton  manor, 
206  ; Highfireet  houfe,  21 1 ; 
Tyherft  manor,  Chidding- 
ftone  Cobham  manor,  216; 
Chidingftone  Burgherfli  ma- 
nor, 221;  Bore-place  and 
Milbrook,  222. 

Streatfield,  Mrs.  poffejfes  Sal- 
man’s, in  Penfhurlt,  249. 

Streatfield’s  of  Chidingftone, <7c- 
count  0/",  21 5, 225. 

Streatfield,  T ho.  pojfejfes  Marfh 
green  manor,  185;  Hallbo- 
rough  manor,  228. 

Streatfield’s  of  Sevenoke,  ac- 
count of,  185. 

Streatfield,  Mrs.  poj/ejfes 

Stangrave  manor,  183  ; St. 
John’s  manor  and  Crittenden 
in  Cowden,  206. 

Streatfield’s  of  Oxted,  183. 

Streatfield,  Thomas,  91;  John, 
188;  Henry,  245. 

Strood,  George,  166,  175;  Ca- 
tharine, 123. 

Stroud, of,  546,  439, 
542  ; hofpital,  384,  390,  401; 
chapel  of,  544. 

Stuarts,dukes  of  Richmond,  ac- 
count of,  415. 

Siickley,  Ralph,  119. 

Studley’s,  account  of,  224,  286. 

SuNDKIDGE,y/i!Z;7y/;  of,  126. 

Sundridge,  barons  of,  account 
14^- 

Suilex,  JohnLennard,  earl  of, 


1 16,  1 1 8 ; Thomas,  i •,  ac- 

count of.  III. 

Suftex,  Thomas  Ratcliff,  earl 
of,  255. 

Swanfcombe,  manor  of,  371. 

T. 

Talbot,  Godfry,  393,  497,  331* 
Tanner,  Hannah,  283,  284, 

449- 

Tapner’s  hole,  229. 

Tappenafli,  232,  259. 

Taylor,  John,  447. 

Taylor’s,  362. 

Tlmplk,  alias  Stroud  manor ^ 
548;  tithes  of,  i;39. 

Temple  family,  vifcounts  and  ba- 
rons of  Cobham,  405. 

Temple,  colonel  James,  454. 
Templars  Knights,  548. 

Terra  vulgi,  what,  371. 

Terry,  Thomas,  10. 

Tejlament,  Saxon,  form  of,  358. 
Teynham,  Ropers,  lords,  499. 
Tilbury,  Eaft  church  of,  433. 
Tilden,  John,  pojfejfes  Ifield- 
court,  in  Northfleet,  31 1. 

Tilt  boats,  account  of,  321. 
Timberden’s  of  Timberden,  8, 
149. 

Tymbebwood  manor,  in  Chalk, 

463. 

, pajfage  acrofs,  482. 
Thanet,  earl  of,  191. 
Theobald’s,  in  Seale,  53?  55* 57, 
58,  59,  92,  10 1. 

Thimbling  bottom,  2. 

Thomas,  Jeffry,  119. 

Thomas’s  of  Chevening,  123. 
Thompfon,  William  prefent  lehor 
of  Luddefdon,  374. 

Thomi  foil’s  of  Seale,  54,  489. 
Thong  houfe,  in  Shorne,  443,  455, 
T H o R N D E N , /«  h'rindjbury,  528, 

-^539- 

Thornton,  Rev.  Mr.  368. 
Thornton’s,  553. 


Thorpe, 
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UfFord,  de,  account  of^ 


Thorpe,  John,  252  ; Dr.  305  ; 
441. 

Thorpe’s  of  VVefterham,  173. 

ThreeCroucheshoufeinFrindf-' 
bury,  526. 

Thurrock,  Weft,  church  of, 

433- 

Toltringtrow,  hundred  of^ 
301. 

Toke,  John,  ItoJJeJfa  Hever- 
court,  in  Ifield,  350. 

Tomlinfon,  Matthew,  520.523. 

Totehurft’s,  85. 

Towfe,  Stephen,  263,  264. 

Tucker,  Johi,  jirejent  redlor  of 
Cravefend^  334. 

Tucker,  Rev.  Mr.  348. 

Tucker’s  of  Milton,  339. 

Tuckney’s  of  Cliff,  503. 

Tufton,  19 1. 

Tunbridge  account  of 

276;  fchool,  99;  caftle  and 
manor,  147,  182,  408;  pri- 
ory of,  264;  parifli,  276. 

Turner,  William,  171. 

Turton,  John,  M.  D.  pofeffes 
Brafted  place,  154. 

Tutiftiam,  Anthony,  479. 

Twitham’s,  363. 

Twyfden’s  of  Eaft  Peckham, 
364. 

Tybold.  See  Theobald. 

Tyhurjl  ?nanor,inChidingstone^2 1 5 • 

Tyfoe,  John,  373. 

Tythe  wood,  fuit  concerning  in 
the  Weald,  125. 

V. 

Fagniaca , ftation  of,  62,  305. 

Valence,  family  of,  338. 

Valons.  See  Hill-park. 

Valons,  family  of,  i 70. 

Vane’s,  393,  alias  Fanes’s,  54. 

Vaughan,  George,  339. 

Vaux’s,  ai  8. 

Vere,  Hugh  de,  338,  369,  395. 

Verzelini,  Jacob,  170. 


327. 

Vielfton.  See  Filfton. 

Vielfton’s,  8. 

Vineyard,  at  Hailing,  380,  381. 

Unhealthinefs  of  pariHies  near  the 
marflies,  481. 

Unwin,  John,  523. 

Upnor  ckst LE,accountof  ^26. 

Upper  Sepham.  S'^fSepham, 

Fyfe,  William,  prefent  reftor  of 
Sundridge,  145. 

W- 

Wadetone's,  396. 

Wadman,  ¥xz.  pojfejfs  Womb, 
well  hall  and  Dundall’s,  in 
Northfleet,  310;  the  Hive, 
feat  in  the  fame,  313. 

W ainford , See  Wangford . 

Wainsc  OTT,  alias  Par labien's 
Yoke  manor,  in  Fi  indjbury,  538. 

Waldegrave’s,  201  j account  of, 
194. 

Waldo,  \di(iy , pofejjes  Hever  ma- 
nor and  caftle,  197;  Sir  Ti- 
mothy, 199;  account  of , 196. 

Wall,  William,  S.  T.  P.  lo. 

Wall’s  of  Shoreham,  27. 

Waller,  Mr.  the  poet,  248. 

Waller’s  of  Groombridge,  263. 
282,  283,  284,  285,  294  ; ac- 
count of,  289. 

Walfingham’s,  373. 

Walter,  Beecher,  186  ; Mr.  371. 

Walton.  See  Goddington. 

Wangdeford,  William  de,  308, 

315- 

Ward, John, Brookplace 
manor,  133;  Wefterhain  ma- 
nor, 165  ; Squeries  manor 
and  feat,  167;  Gayfum  in 
Wefterham,  169. 

Ward’s  of  Wefterham,  account 
of,  167. 

Ward,  ppjfejfes  Morti- 

mer’s manor,  in  Cuff,  510. 

W trrcids. 
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IVarren's,  alias  Latterham’s^  in 
Penjhurji^  245. 

Warwick,  John  Dudley,  earl  of, 
67,  90,  237  ; account  of^  68. 

Warwick,  Beauchamps,  eails 
of,  account  of,  135. 

Warwick,  Riciiard  Nevil,  earl 
of,  137. 

Waterfon,  223. 

Watling-Jlreet  road,  4^5* 

Watfoa,  Sir  Thomas,  15,  18  ; 
Robert,  383. 

Watfon’sof  Oxfordfliire,  124. 

Watfon’s  of  Frindlbury,  541  ; 
account  of,  544- 

Watton’s  of  Addington,  537. 

Wayftrode  manor.  See  Wood. 

Weald  and  Upland  parifhes,dif- 
tin<ftion  of,  127. 

Well-street in  Wejlcr- 
ham,  159,  167. 

WelVs  hamlet,  in  Northfieet,  310  ; 
place  in  Penjhurjl,  237,  245, 
247. 

Wenlfalle,  nowWindfield  bank, 
316. 

AVentworth  Ruifli,  354,  355. 

Wentworth,  lords,  510. 

Westerham  and  Eaton- 
BRiDGE  hundred,  158. 

Wefl:erham,/!i3;7/^;  of,  ibid. 

Weft  Lyghe,  manor  of,  243, 
245,247. 

. Weftminfter,  abbot  of,  159, 
162,  I 70. 

Weftminfter,  dean  and  chapter 
of,  pojfefs  the  appropriation 
and  advowfon  of  Shoreham, 
12  ; of  Otford,  31. 

Wefton,  Mr.  refides  at  Milton 
court  lodge,  339;  Henry, 299. 

Weft  wood  manor.  See  Wood. 

Wheatear  bird,  account  of  277, 

Whitaker,  Stafford, 
riner’s,  feat  in  Weller  ham, 
159. 

Whitaker,  Tho,  pojfejfes  South 
Biickland  inanor,373;  Stroud, 
alias  Temple  manor,  550. 


Whitby’s,  168.  ‘ • 

IVhitcliffe  foreft,  alias  Whittley, 
.67,  69,  70. 

Whitley,  in  Sevenoke,  103,  116. 

Whitley,  Thomas,  223. 

Whitmore,  Sir  Thomas,  520, 
521,  523. 

WhORNE’S- PLACE,  in  Cook- 
ftone,  383,  392. 

Wickenden’s,  205. 

Wi  CHAM  manor  in  Cookjlane, 
394- 

Wi  CKHURST  manor,  in  Seven- 
oke, 91  ; Green  in  Chidingstone, 
2 1 1. 

Wilderness, /«  Seale,  54. 

Wilkes’s,  1 16. 

Williams,  Tho.  pojfeffes  Court 
Sole  farm  in  Cliff,  499,  487. 

Williamfon,  Sir  Jofeph,  330, 
461,  479;  account  of,  418. 

Willoughbye,  de  Broke,  lord, 
lejfeeoi  Otford  appropriation, 

y- 

Willoughby,  Verney,  lords,  ac- 
count of,  153. 

Willoughby’s,  223,  249,  285; 
account  of , 133,  219,  221. 

AViltfliire,  Bulleyn,  earl  of,  39, 
52, 139,  192,  200. 

Wimble  hall.  See  Wombwell. 

Winchefter,  Dr.  Hoadly,  bi- 
fliop  of,  16 1. 

Windfield  bank,  in  Id  or tl fleet, 
303. 

Wintertoun,  Harriet,  countefs 
ofjy^o^^iWefterham  parfon- 
age,  178. 

Wolfe,  general  James,  161,173. 

Wolfey,  cardinal,  268. 

Wombwell-h ALL,  in  North- 
fleet,  307. 

Wombwell’s, /zcroww/ o/",  308. 

Wood,  alias  M'ayjlrode  manor, 
in  Cowden,  207. 

Wood,  Robin,  383. 

Woodgate,  Mr.  pofjeffes  Dry-hill 
manor,  127. 

Woodgate,  Rev.  Francis,  pof- 

fljjls 
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fejfes  the  Moat,  alias  Cofm’'s 
manor,  207. 

Woodgate’s,  285. 

IVoodland,  vi  Kitifdown,  145- 
Woodhoufe,  Sir  Thomas,  91. 
JVoodroffe^  George  Naf/ianiel,^re- 
fent  curate  of  Otford^  3 1 . 
Woodyear,  Thomas,  522. 
Woodyer,  George,  375. 
Woodyer’s  of  Shorne,  447. 
Wotton,  lord,  307. 

Worcefter,  Rich.  Beauchamp, 
earl  of,  135. 

Wright’s,  426. 

Wroth,  Sir  John,  53. 
Wrotham,  manor  of,  67. 
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Wyatt’s,  174,  338,  343,  345, 
346,  448,464,  519. 

Wynjold's  ma?tor^  in  Cievening^ 
122. 
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THE 

HUNDRED  OF  CODSHEATH. 

The  next  hundred  fouthward  from  that  of  Ax- 
ftane  is  Codsheath,  written  in  antient  records, 
CODSEDE. 

The  honour  of  Otford  claims  over  this  whole  hun- 
dred ; which,  as  fuch,  was  part  of  the  antient  pof- 
feffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  it  continued  lo 
till  it  was  granted  as  an  appendage  to  that  manor  by 
archbifliop  Cranmer,  to  king  Henry  VIII,  in  his 
29th  year,  as  will  be  hereafter  mentioned/ 

“ See  more  of  it  under  Sevenoke  and  Knole  manois. 


VOL,  III 


IT 


2 


CODSHEATH  HUNDRED. 


IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES*  OF 


1.  Shoreham. 

2.  Halsted. 

3.  Otford. 

4.  Kemstng. 

5.  Seale. 


6.  Sevenoke. 

7.  Chevening  in  part. 

8.  SoNDRiDGE.  And 

9.  Woodland  in 

Kinsdown. 


And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes ; and  alfo  part  of  the  parifhes 
ofLvGHEand  Speldhurst,  the  churches  of  which  are  in 
another  hundred. 


SHOREHAM. 

SHOREHAM  lies  the  next  parifh  fouthward 
from  Lullinglfone,  In  the  Sextus  Roffenfis  it  is  writ- 
ten Schorham.^ 

This  parish  is  watered  by  the  river  Darent, 
which  takes  its  courfe  through  the  middle  of  it.  The 
village  of  Shoreham,  which  is  by  no  means  a fmall 
one,  is  lituated  on  both  tides  of  the  river,  over  which 
there  are  two  bridges  in  it,  nearly  at  the  fouthcrii 
boundary  of  the  parifli,  next  to  Otford,  having  both 
the  church  and  the  feat  of  New  Houfe  on  the  eaftern 
tide  of  it.  Hence,  on  both  tides,  the  chalk  hills  rife,  on 
which  the  foil  is  but  barren,  and  much  covered  with 
flints,  rife  pretty  high ; beyond  which,  towards  the 
eaft  and  weftern  boundaries  of  the  parifh  are  the  two 
fmall  hamlets  of  Romney-ftteet  and  Thimbling-bot- 
tom  ; in  the  fouth  part  of  the  parifh,  arc  the  etlates  of 
Sepham  and  Filfton ; and  in  the  northern,  clofe  to 
the  river,  thofe  of  Prefton  and  Shoreham,  alias  Lul- 
lingftone-caftle  ; and  about  three  quarters  of  a mile 
wetlward  from  the  former,  clofe  to  the  pales  of  Lul- 
lingftone-park,  though  within  the  boundary  of  this 
parifli,  the  farm,  formerly  accounted  the  manor  of 
Cockhurjl^  belonging  to  Sir  John  Dyke.  The  high 

*’  Text.  RofF.  p.  229. 

road 
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road  from  Dartford  through  Farninglum  and  Eynf- 
ford,  towards  Sevenoke,  runs  along  the  hills,  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  this  parilh,  about  a-c|uarter  of  a mile 
from  the  village  of  Shoreham  ; which  having  no  high 
road  of  any  public  intercourfe  through  it,  is  but  lit-, 
tie  frequented  by  travellers,  nor  does  the  nearnefs  of 
the  turnpike-road  above  mentioned  contribute  much 
towards  it ; the  foil  of  which  being  wholly  chalk,  and 
very  ftony,  renders  it  not  very  pleafant  to  travel  on 
at  any  time.  There  is  a fair  held  in  the  village,  for 
pedlary,  on  the  ifh  of  May. 

The  manor  was  part  of  the  antient  polTcfiions  of 
the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  it  continued  fo 
till  archbilhop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  conveyed  it,  among  other  premifes,  to 
that  king,  in  exchange,  together  with  all  his  lands 
and  pofleffions  in  this  parith,  except  prefentations 
and  advowfons,  to  the  churches  and  vicarages  ot 
them.'  It  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  at  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  after  which  the  powers  then 
in  being  feized  on  the  royal  eftates,  and  pafled  an  ordi- 
nance to  veft  them  in  truftees,  in  order  to  their  being 
furveyed  and  fold,  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  the, 
ftate  accordingly,  in  1650,  this  manor  was  fur- 
veyed, when  it  was  returned — That  the  quit-rents 
due  to  the  lord  of  it,  holden  of  the  honour  and  ma- 
nor of  Otford,  were  held  in  free  and  focage  tenure; 
that  there  was  a court  baron  and  a court  lect ; that 
there  was  in  this  yoake land  and  inland^  the  for- 

mer of  which  paid  a heriot  of  the  beft  living  thing  on 
demife  or  death  ; and  that  a reeve  was  chofenout  of  the 
tenants  at  the  court  baron,  to  colled  all  profits,  and 
account  for  them.^  After  which  this  manor  was  fold 
by  the  ftate  to  John  Singleton,  with  whom  it  re- 
mained till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  when 

' Aug.  Off  Box  A.  21.  Scob.  Col.  pt.  1.  p*  5 

' ParK  Surveys,  Aug.  Off.  Roll,  H.  ii. 
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it  again  returned  to  the  crown,  where  it  continues  at 
this  time,  being  ftili  accounted  an  appendage  to  the 
honour  of  Otford. 

The  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter  poflefles,  by 
purchafe,  from  the  crown,  a fee  farm  of  20I.  14s.  ^d. 
yearly  rent  from  this  manor. 

Near  the  entrance  into  this  parifh,  fouthward  from 
LuUingftone,  lies  Preston,  adjoining  to  the  river 
Darent.  This  place  was  formerly  accounted  an  ap- 
pendage to  the  manor  of  Halfted,  and  was  held  of 
the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  as  fuch. 

In  the  book  of  Knights  Fees,  for  collecting  the 
aid,  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Lora,  late 
wife  of  Ralph  Savage,  and  heir  of  Reginald  de  Pref- 
ton,  is  faid  to  hold  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  Wil- 
liam de  Chelsfield  before  held  in  Halfted  and  Prefton 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  viz.  the  manor  of 
Halfted  with  Prefton. 

At  the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  III.  Prefton  was 
become  the  eftate  and  refidence  of  Sir  Thomas  dc 
Buckland,  who  both  himfelf  and  his  anceftors  were 
pofTefled  of  good  eftates  elfewhere  in  this  county ; 
they  bore  for  the  arms.  Argent ^ an  eagle  fable^  beaked 
and  iingided  or,  which  coat  is  now  quartered  by  the 
family  of  Polhill.  Thomas  Buckland,  with  his  wife. 
He  buried  here,  in  a chapel  of  their  own  founding. 
His  defcendant,  Thomas  Buckland,  in  the  latter  end 
of  king  Henry  VI.  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Alice,  who  carried  this  eftate  in  marriage  to  John 
Polley,  alias  Polhill,  of  Polhill-ftreet,  in  Detling, 
where  this  family  was  originally  fituated,  bearing  for 
their  arms.  Argent,  on  a bend  gules,  three  crofs  crojlets  or. 
He  had  three  fons;  John,  who  was  of  Prefton;  Tho- 
nias  and  Chriftopher ; Thomas,  the  fecond  fon,  had 
ifl'ue  by  Joan  Miller,  his  wife,  five  fons;  of  W'hom 
John  was  of  Shoreham ; Thomas  retained  the  name 

^ Weever,  p.  331. 

of 
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ot  Policy,  and  was  anceftor  of  Sir  Thomas  Policy  of 
AVrotham,  and  David  Polhill,  from  whom  came 
thofe  of  Otford  and  Chipfted ; Robert  i and  William, 
whole  defcendants  were  of  Philipotts,  in  Tunbridge  ; 
and  were  afterwards  of  Maidftonc. 

John  Polhill,  the  eldeft  fon,  refided  at  Prefton, 
which  continued  in  his  defcendants,  who  feem  to  have 
removed  their  relidence  in  general  to  Burw'afh,  in 
Suffex,  where  feveral  of  them  lie  buried.  One  of 
them,  John  Polhill,  of  Burwafli,  at  length  palfed 
away  Prefton  by  fale  to  Paul  D’ Aranda,  efq.  who 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  1712.  His  fon  of  the  fame 
name,  w'as  of  Putney,  in  Surry,  efq.  and  poflefled  this 
eftate  of  Prefton.  He  died  in  1732,  and  lies  buried 
in  this  church.  This  family  bore  for  their  arms, 
AzurCy  a cajile  of  three  towers  argent ^ zvithin  a bordwe 
or,  charged  with  faltiers  gules.  Before  his  death',  in 
1715,  he  fold  this  eftate  to  John  Borrett,  efq.  who 
was  originally  of  the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  was 
mafter  of  the  Inner  Temple,  and  afterwards  one  of 
the  prothonotaries  of  the  court  of  common  pleas, 
and  bore  tor  his  arms,  Ermines,  three  boars  heads  erebled 
and  erafed  or.  He  was  twice  married  ; firft,  to  Anne, 
tlaughter  of  Bartholomew  Partridge,  merchant  of 
London,  by  whom  he  had  a fon,  Thomas,  who  fur- 
vived  him;  fecondly,  to  Elizabeth,  youngeft  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Trevor,  fecretary  of  ftate  to  Charles  II. 
by  whom  he  had  flx  children  ; ot  whom  Elizabeth 
married  David  Polhill,  efq.  of  Chipfted.  Trevor 
fettled  in  the  bilhopric  of  Durham,  and  died  anno 
1770,  whofe  fon  Thomas,  afterwards  married  the 
youngeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas,  only  fur- 
viving  fon  of  John  Borrett,  by  his  firft  wife,  father 
of  the  laid  Trevor ; Edvvanl  married  Sufan,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Dixon,  efq.  of  the  county  of 
York  ; Mary  ; and  Ruth  was  the  fecond  wife  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Shard.  John  Borrett,  efq.  above  mentioned, 
built  a handfome  feat,  clofe  to  the  river,  at  the  fouth 


5 CODSHEATH  HU^■i:>RED. 

end  of  the  village  of  Shorcham,  which  he 

hcufe,  where  he  refided  to  the  wne  of  I s death 

He  died  in  17^0,  and  was  fucceeded  m this  leat  o 

New-houfe,  with  Preaon,  and  in  his 

this  pariOi,  by  Thomas  Borrett,  efq.  bis  only  lurvi 

ving  ion  by  his  firR  wife,  to  whom  he  had  refigned 
his  office  ot  prothonotary  many  “ of 

Thomas  Borrett,  in  1735,  married  the  daughter  of 
Sir  Thomas  Scawen,  alderman  ot  London,  and  died 
in  1751,  leaving  his  wife  furvivmg,  anct  t'vo  d^gh- 
ters  Ins  coheirs ; one  of  whom  married  W ilham  Glan- 
vnll  Evelyn,  efq.  of  St.  Clere’s,  in  Ightham,  and  the 
other,  Martha,  married  her  kinlman,  Thoinas  Bor- 
rett fon  of  Trevor  Borrett,  as  mentioned  above. 
They,  on  the  death  of  their  mother,  becarne  ^ ' 
fed  of  this  feat,  and  the  reR  of  their  father  s eRates 
in  Shoreham  ; and  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance, 
between  their  hulbands,  New-houfe,  Piefton,  Shoie- 
ham  caRle,  FilRon,  and  the  reR  of  their  eflates  in 
Shoreham,  were  allotted  to  Thomas  Borrett,  efq.  who 
now  poffeffes  them,  but  the  feat  of  New-houle  is  at 

prefent  uninhabited.  „ j t n-  n-  ,.0 

Shoreham-castle,  formerly  called  LullingttOTe, 

alias  Shoreham-caftle,  is  fituated  dole  to  the  river  Da- 
rent,  on  the  weRern  fide  of  it,  and  near  adjoining  to  the 
fouthern  pales  of  Lullingftone  park.  To  this  catlle 

there  was  a manor  appendant,  called manor  of  Lul- 
linzftone-caftle,  of  which  Hugo  de  Poyntz  died  poi- 
fdfed  in  the  ift  year  of  Edward  II.  In  the  20th  year 
of  Edward  I II . Sir  Roger  de  Chaundois  paid  aid  tor  the 
manor  of  LuHingftone-caftle,as  one  knights  fee,  which 
Hugo  de  Poyntz  before  held  of  the  archbilhop  ot  Can- 

terb^.  InthereignofEdwardIV. JohndeNeuburgh 

brought  his  plea  againft  Robert  Poyntz  for  this  nia- 
nor  before  the  king’s  juflices,  Thomas  Bourchier, 
archbilbop  of  Canterbury,  having  remitted  for  that 
time  only,  with  a faving  of  the  right  of  himlelf  and 

his  fucceflbrs,  the  jurildidion  of  trying  the  fame  m 

his 
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his  own  court. 5 The  former  feems  to  have  prevailed 
in  this  fuit,  and  to  have  eftablilhed  himfelf  and  his 
defcendants  in  the  poffelTion  of  this  place;  one  of 
whom,  Roger  Newborough,  in  the  3d  ahd  4th  years 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  had  pofleflion  granted  of  this 
manor,  or  cattle  of  Lullingftone,  alias  Le  Cattell,  with 
its  appurtenances,  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capite^  as 
of  the  honour  of  Otford,  by  knights  fervice.**  In  the 
17th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  John  Newborough  le- 
vied a fine  of  thefe  premifes,  and  then  patted  them 
away  by  fale  to  Thomas  PolhiK,  of  Pretton,  in  this 
parilh,  whofe  defcendant,  John  Polhill,  of  Pretton, 
conveyed  this  ettate,  by  fale,  to  Paul  D’ Aranda,  efq. 
and  his  eldett  fon,  Paul  D’ Aranda,  efq.  of  Putney, 
in  Surry,  in  1715,  fold  both  cattle  and  manor  to  John 
Borrett,  efq.  whofe  defcendant,  Thomas  Borrctt,  late 
of  New-houfe,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  them. 

Shoreham-cattle,  as  it  is  now  called,  has  been  long 
in  ruins ; Leland  tells  us  it  was  fo  in  his  time,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  The  prefent  farm-houfe 
feems  to  have  been  built  out  of  the  ruins. 

Filston,  formerly  written  Fieljion^  is  a manor  here, 
fituated  about  a quarter  of  a mile  fouthward  from  the 
village  of  Shoreham.  It  was  antiently  held  of  the 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury  by  the  Clares,  earls  of 
Gloucetter  and  Hertford.  In  the  year  1264,  anno 
42  Henry  III.  there  was^  a compofition  entered  into 
between  archbifhop  Boniface  and  Richard  de  Clare, 
earl  of  Gloucetter,  in  relation  to  the  cuftoms  and  fer- 
vices,  which  the  archbifhop  claimed  of  the  earl,  on 
account  of  the  ettates  which  the  earl  held  of  him  in 
Tunbridge,  Vielejion,  and  other  places  in  this  county; 
by  which,  among  other  things,  it  was  agreed,  that 
the  earl  fhould  do  homage  and  the  fervice  of  one 
knight’s  fee  for  this  manor  of  Vieletton,^  and  luit  at 
the  court  of  the  archbifhop  and  his  fucceflbrs  at  Ot- 

« Had.  MSS.  No.  324-3.  ‘ church,  Cant. 

RotEfdi.  No.  177  Sec  tunbrulge. 
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ford.  This  manor  was  again  held  of  the  carl  of 
Clare,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  by  a family 
who  took  their  furname  from  it. 

Hamon  de  Vielfton  pofleffed  it  in  the  above  reign, 
and  then  demifed  fevcral  parcels  of  land  in  this  pa- 
ri Ih  to  Sepham  of  Sepham,  Timberden  of  Timber- 
den,  and  others  of  lefler  note.*' 

John  de  Vielfton  was  fheriff  of  this  county  in  the 
loth  year,  and  continued  in  that  office  to  the  20th 
of  Edward  III.  when  it  Teems  to  have  come  to  the 
crown  ; for  iii  the  book  of  aid  made  that  year.  Sir 
Reginald  de  Cobham  is  charged  with  one  knight’s  fee, 
which  John,  Ton  of  John  de  Vielfton,  held  in  Vielfton 
pf  the  archbilhop,  and  which  fee  Reginald  then  held 
by  grant  from  the  king. 

Sir  Reginald  de  Cobham  died  poffefted  of  this  eftate, 
with  Hiltefbury,  Foucourt,  and  other  lands  here,'  in 
the  35th  year  of  the  above  reign.™  His  Ton  Reginald 
was  lord  of  Sterborough-caftle,  in  Surry,  from  whom 
it  defcended  to  his  grandfon,  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  who 
left  a daughter  and  foie  heir,  Anne,  and  ffie  carried 
Vielfton,  and  the  other  eftates  before-mentioned,  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough.  She  furvived  her 
hufband,  and  died  anno  20  Henry  VIII  poflelfed,  as 
appears  by  the  inquifition  taken  after  her  death  of  the 
manor  of  Vielfton,  with  the  hamlets  or  tenements  of 
Hyltfbury,  Chedingftone,  Bowfell,  Tyeflierft,  and 
other  members  belonging  to  the  fame,  held  of  the 
archbiffiop  by  knight’s  fervice,  as  of  his  manor  ofOtford. 

Frorn  this  family  Vielfton  pafied  by  fale  to  Robert 
Blague,  and  from  him  again,  quickly  after,  to  Mr. 
Williarri  Petley,*'  one  of  whofe  defendants  fold  it  to 
John  Borrett,  efq.  prothonotary  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  his  grandfon,  Thomas  Borrett,  efq.  late 
of  New-houfe,  in  this  parifh,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it, 

“ Philipott,  p.  329.  Rot.  Efch. 

' See  more  of  this  branch  of  " See  more  of  this  family  un- 
Cobham  of  Sterborough,  and  of  der  Halfted. 

Borough,  under  Chidingftone. 


Sepham 
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Sepham  Is  an  eflate  in  this  parifli,  which  is  now 
called  Up -Sepham^  and  lies  about  half  a mile  fouth- 
ward  from  Filfton,  which  formerly  had  owners  of  tha;: 
furname,  an  eminent  family  of  long  Handing  in  this 
parifh,  one  of  whom  William  de  Sepham  died  polfeHed 
of  it  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Edward  III,  and  it  ap- 
pears by  the  inquifitions  made  in  the  12th  and  13th 
years  of  king  John,  of  knights  and  other  fervices, 
which  were  held  of  the  king  in  capite^  and  returned  by 
the  feveral  Iberiffs  to  tlie  king’s  treaiurer,  that  Ralph 
de  Planers  then  held  of  the  archbilliop  the  eighth  part 
of  a knight’s  fee,  in  Sorham,"  which  eftate  was  after- 
wards called  by  his  name,  in  which  family  Planers  con- 
tinued till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VI. 
and  then  it  was  conveyed  by  fale  to  Sepham,  of  Sep- 
ham, who  bore  for  their  arms,  Sable^  three  cinque- 
foils argent^  betiveen  /even  crofs-crojlets  fitchee  of  the 
fecond  which  coat  is  Hill  remaining  on  the  roof  of  the 
cloyfters  of  Canterbury  cathedral. 

After  this  family  had  continued  owner  of  both  thefe 
eflates,  one  by  purchafe,  and  the  other  by  defcent, 
until  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VII.  Mr.  John  Sep- 
ham, who,  in  the  5th  year  of  that  reign,  had  rendered 
his  fervices  for  them  to  the  archbilliop,  of  whom  they 
were  both  held,  palTed  away  Sepham  to  William  Mar- 
tin, and  Planers,  the  name  of  which  is  now  almoft  un- 
known, to  Cobbe,  in  which  families,  after  they  had 
remained  till  the  latter  end  of  king  Henry  VIII’s  reign, 
they  were  both  demiled  by  fale  to  Francis  Sandback, 
clq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  whofe  foie  child  and  heir, 
Alice,  carried  them  in  marriage  to  David  Polhill,  efq. 
the  third  fon  of  Thomas,  who  was  fecond  fon  of  Tho- 
mas Policy,  alias  Polhill,  ofDetling,  by  Alice  his  wife, 
daughter  and  heir  of  T.  homas  Buckland,  anci  his  direft 
defcendant,  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  of  Chipfted,  in  this 
county,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  thefe  eflates. 


“ Lib.  Ruhr.  Scacc. 
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CHyJRITIES. 

Thomas  Terry,  by  will  in  1 728,  gave  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor 
land  verted  in  Jacob  Beard,  then  of  the  annual  produce  of  7I.  but 
now  of  14I.  per  annum. 

John  Borrett,  efq.  by  will  in  1736,  gave  to  the  ufe  of  the 
poor  the  annual  fum  of  3I.  verted  in  lliomas  Borrett,  efq.  and 
now  of  that  annual  produce. 

Mr.  Petrey,  by  will,  gave  out  of  the  land  of  Filfton  farm,  to 
be  paid  to  three  widows  living  in  the  alms-houfes,  12s.  per  calen- 
dar month  each,  the  land  being  now  vefted  in  Thomas  Bor- 
rett, efq. 

Shgreham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  of  Rochefter.  Jt  IS  a.  peculiar 

of  the  archbirtiop,  and  is  within  its  own  deanry  of 
Shoreh^m  ; the  feveral  parifhes  of  which,  having  been 
part  of  the  antient  pofleffions  of  the  fee  of  Canter- 
bury, are  exempt  from  the  jurifdidtion  ot  the  bifhop 
of  the  diocefe  in  which  they  lie,  and  as  fuch  are  pecu- 
liar to  the  jiirifdiftion  of  the  archbifhop  only,  from 
whence  they  have  acquired  the  name  of  tlie  archbijhop' s 
peculiars,  all  fuch  being  within  this  deanry  of  Shoreham, 
and  fubjed;  to  his  prerogative  only. 

The  church  of  Shoreham  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  village,  on  a rifing  ground.  It  is  a neat  build- 
ing, the  ftceple  is  of  brick,  and  has  been  lately  ereded, 
as  well  as  the  chancel  at  the  eaft  end.  It  is  dedicated 
to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.P 

Among  other  monuments  and  Infcriptions  in  this  church,  at 
the  weft  end  are  memorials  for  Rutter,  Cowell,  Wells,  Evereft, 
and  Perry  ; a mural  monument  for  Anne,  fecond  daughter  of 
.lohn  Borrett,  efq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  obt.  1735.  In  the 
north  ijle,  memorials  for  Everefts  and  Watts ; a grave-ftone,  with 
a brafs  plate  and  infcription,  for  William  Wall,  S.  P.  obt. 
Jan.  13,  1727,  aet.  82,  vicar  here  for  fifty-three  years,  and  rec- 
tor of  Milton  near  twenty;  he  married  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Edward  Davenant,  gent,  and  his  fons  Thomas  and  William,  ci- 
tizens of  London,  the  former  died  1709,  set.  25  ; the  latter  in  • 
I 725,  CEt.  40.  A grave-ftone  at  the  entrance  of  the  great  chancel, 

P Text.  Roff.  p.  229. 
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with  an  infcription  in  brafs,  for  Mr.  Thomas  Polhill,  obt.  1588, 
and  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  William  Plumly,  of  Otford,  by 
whom  he  had  one  fon  and  three  daughters  ; a mural  monument, 
with  the  bull  of  a lady  and  infcription,  that  in  a vault  adjacent 
is  depofited  Sufaniiah,  wife  of  Edward  Boirett,  efej.  obt.  175*- 
Jti  the  noTth  chancel^  at  the  ealf  end,  a grave-ilone  for  Paul  L)a* 
randa,  efq.  of  Shoreham,  obt.  1712,  aet.  60;  another  for  Paul 
Dar.anda,  efq.  of  Putney,  fon  of  the  above,  obt.  *1732,  tct.  46; 
arms,  a caftle  within  a bordure,  charged  wdth  croflTes ; at  the  weft 
end  a mural  marble  for  John  Polhill,  efq.  late  of  Prefton,  in  this 
parifli,  defeended  from  the  elder  houle  of  the  Polhills,  of  that 
place,  obt.  j65i,aet.  39;  he  left  John,  Edward,  and  Elizabeth, 
by  his  wife  Anne,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Edward  Gilbournc, 
of  Shoreham  ; arms,  Polhill  with  quarterings.  A beautiful  mo- 
nument, executed  by  Sir  H.  Cheere,  on  wdiich  are  the  bufts  of 
a man  and  woman,  for  John  Borrett,  efq.  mafter  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  and  prothonotary,  obt.  1739,  aet.  82;  arms,  Borrett, 
with  a crelcent  for  difference,  with  impalements.  In  the  great 
chanteL  are  many  memorials  for  the  family  of  Polley,  of  this  pa  • 
rifh.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  altar  a large  elegant  monument, 
with  the  bufts  of  a gentleman  and  lady,  and  inlcription  that  in 
the  north  chancel  lies  buried  Sir  Abraham  Shard,  eldelt  Ion  of. 
Sir  Ifaac,  of  Lambeth,  whofe  fecond  wife  was  Ruth,  daughter  of 
John  Borrett,  efq.  of  this  parifli,  by  whom  he  left  no  ftirvivmg 
ifl'ue ; he  died  in  1746,  arms,  argent  a bend  fable  in  chief,  a bugle 
horn  fable  ftringed  gules,  gainiflied,  or,  in  bale  a buck  s head 
couped,  attired  or  impaling  Boriett. 

The  church  of  Otford  is  a chapel  to  the  church  of 

Shoreham.  , ^ , , 1 r 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 

Shoreham  was  valued  at  fifty  marcs.'*  It  was  part  of 
the  antient  pofleffions  of  the  archbifhopric  of  Canter^ 
bury,  and  continued  fo  till  archbifbop  Cranmer,  in 
the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  granted  it  by  the 
name  of  the  advowfon  and  patronage  of  Shoreham, 
with  the  chapel  of  Otford  annexed  to  the  parfonage  ot 
Shoreham  ; together  with  all  other  eftates  belonging  to 
him  in  this  parilh  to  that  king,  in  exchange  foi  other 

^"^Ting  *Edward  VI.  in  the  firft  year  of  his _ reign, 
granted  the  parfonage  and  advowfon  of  this  cnuicn, 


" Augtn.  Off.  Box  A 21. 
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with  the  chapel  of  Otfo»*d,  to  Sir  Anthony  Denny,  to 
hold  of  the  king  in  capite  who  prefently  after  ex- 
changed it  with  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Peter’s, 
Weftminfter,  for  the  advowfon  and  patronage  of  Chef- 
hunt,  in  Hertfordlhire.' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  iflliing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  Shoreham  was  a parlbnage,  valued 
at  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  with  one  barn,  and 
one  croft  containing  one  acre,  two  acres  of  meadow, 
nine  acres  of  arable,  fifty-feven  acres  of  wood,  and 
one  croft  of  half  an  acre,  valued  at  fifteen  pounds  per 
annum  ; all  in  the  hands  of  Erafmus  Moyce,  gent,  and 
that  there  was  alfo  one  old  vicarage- houfe,  and  ten 
pounds  per  annum,  which  formerly  belonc^ed  to  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  W eftminfter,  and  valued  at  thirty 
pounds  per  annum  j mafter  Robert  RofTe  beino-  the 

minifter,  and  having  no  falary,  but  what  the  pariflnoners 
gave  him.“  ^ 


. reftory  of  Shoreham,  with  the  chapel  of  Otford 
is  an  appropriation  now  belonging  to  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Weftminfter,  and  valued  in  the  kind’s  books 
^ 341.  93.  9;d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  3I.  8s.  1 i^d." 
The  advowlon  of  the  vicarage  is  in  the  pofleflion  of 
the  fame  dean  and  chapter.  It  is  a difcharged  living  in 

f'nrrv  ValuC  of 

y-five  pounds,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  8s.  8d. 
The  vicarage  houfe  was  erefted  here  in  the  twenty- 
tinrd  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  Among  the  archivL 

of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Weftminftef  is  an  awlrd 
pcem.ng  the  t.thcs  of  wood  due  to  the  vicar  of  dl’ 


' Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt,  o. 
Chauncy’s  Hertfor.p.  zgg. 


Pari.  Siir.  Lamb.  lib.  v.  xix. 

r E<a.Thef.p.  387. 
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CHURCH  OF  SHOREHAM. 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  jirefented.  , vicars, 

Dian  and  Chajiter  of  IVeJitnhiJler  Duke.,  ejefted  Aug,  1662.’' 

William  Wall,  D.  D.  prefented 
1674,  obt.  Jan.  13,  1728, 
a?t,  82. 

Vincent  Pcrronett,  A.  Al.  1728, 
obt.  May  9,  1785,  set.  90. 

Charles  Wake,  S.  F.  P.  178^, 
obt.  1796. 

William  Cole,  S.  T.  P.  I 79^> 
prel'ent  vicar. 

X Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter.  See  y And  reftor  of  Milton  by  Gravefend. 

Reg.  Roft-  He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 

H A L S T E D. 

WESTWARD  from  Shoreham  lies  Halsted, 
which  takes  its  name  from  the  height  of  its  fituation, 
quaji  altus  locus ; a place  fituated  on  a hill. 

This  parish  lies  on  high  ground  among  the  hills. 

■ It  contains  about  nine  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which 
about  eighty  are  wood.  The  foil  is  either  chalk  or  a 
ftiff  clay,  much  covered  with  flints.  The  Place- 
houfe,  with  the  church  near  it,  is  fituated  about  half 
a mile  weftward  from  the  high  London  road,  lead- 
ing through  Farnborough  towards  Sevenoke,  at  the  dif- 
. tance  of  about  eighteen  miles  from  London,  on  which 
is  a hamlet  called  Lock’s  Bottom.  The  village  of 
Halfted  (lands  about  a mile  fouth-eaftward  from  the 
church  ; fouthward  of  which  the  parifli  is  bounded  by 
i a large  coppice  wood,  reaching  almoft  as  far  as  Ma- 
I damfcott-hill,  the  whole  of  it 's  rather  a lonely  unfre- 
I quented  place,  having  nothing  further  worth  mencion- 
I ing  in  it. 
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This  place  was,  in  very  early  times,  owned  by  a 
family  of  the  name  of  Malav^il,  who  held  it  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury.  They  bore  for  their  arms, 
Ciules^  a lion  pajj'ant-giiardant  or,  crozvned  argent ; as 
the  fame  is  now  quartered  by  the  family  of  Dering. 
Roger  de  Malvil  was  one  of  the  Recognitores  Magna 
Affij'a,  or  jufticesof  the  great  aflife,  in  the  4th  and  7th 
years  of  king  John.  Philip  de  Malvil  is  mentioned  in 
one  of  the  inquifitions  made  in  the  12th  and  13th  years 
of  that  reign,  of  knights  and  other  fervices,  held  of 
the  king  in  capite,  and  returned  by  the  feveral  fiierilFs 
to  the  king’s  treafurer,  as  pofleffing  half  a knight’s  fee 
in  Alteftede  of  the  archbifhop.  William  de  Malevili 
was  in  poflefTioii  of  this  eftate  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  as  appears  by  the  cfclicat-rolls  j’'  foon  after 
which  it  came  into  the  family  of  Chellesfield.  In  king 
Edward  Ill’s  reign  it  was  owned  by  Ralph  Savage, 
whofe  widow,  Lora,  heir  of  Reginald  de  Prefton,  paid 
aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  as  half  a knight’s 
fee,  which  William  de  Chellesfield  before  held  in  Hal- 
fted  and  Prefton  of  the  archbifhop.* 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  above  reign,  this  place  was 
become  the  property  of  John,  fon  of  William  Burys, 
who,  as  appears  by  an  old  deed,  held  it  in  the  4th  year 
of  king  Richard  II.  his  defcendant,  William  Burys, 
was  fheriff  of  this  county  in  the  nth  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  and  died  pofiefled  of  Halfted  in  1444.^’ 
After  which  it  did  not  continue  long  in  this  name  j 
for  in  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  Thomas 
Bourchier,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  was  in  pofteflion 
of'it.  He  died  anno  i486,  and  by  his  will,  that  year, 
devifed  the  manor  of  Halfted  to  his  kinfman.  Sir  Tho- 
mas Bourchier  the  younger,  whofe  defcendant  Alyce 
Bourchie'r,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  William,  fecond 

* 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  No.  54.  Philipott,  p.  177. 

* Somn  Cant,  part  ii.  append,  p.  35. 

' Rot.  Efch.  and  Philipott. 
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fon  of  Richard  Petley,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Ardent 
two  bends  engrailed  fable,  a canton  of  the  fecond,^  ^ 
William  Petley  died  poflefled  of  Halfted  in*  15.28, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  with  Alys  his  wife,  by 
whom  he  left  two  fons ; Stephen,  of  whom  hereafter ; 
and  Thomas,  who  was  of  Vielfton,  in  Shoreham,  and 
was  anceftor  of  the  branch  of  this  family  fettled  there, 
and  of  thofe  now  remaining  at  Riverhead,  in  Sevenoke, 
where  further  mention  will  be  made  of  them. 

In  whofe  defendants  it  continued  down  to  Thomas 
Petley,  who  polTefled  this  ellate,  and  levied  a fine  of 
it  in  the  17  th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  quickly 
after  pafTed  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  Thomas  Watfon,  a 
generous  benefaftor  to  this  church,  who  died  in 
1621,  and  was  buried  in  it,  with  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
who  furvived  him,  leaving  an  only  child  and  heir,  Eli- 
zabeth, who  carried  this  manor  in  marriage  to  Sir 
William  Pope,  ofWilcot,  in  Oxfordfhire,  knight  of 
the  Bath  and  baronet,**  who  was  in  1628,  anno  4 king 
Charles  1.  created  baron  Pope,  of  Belturbctt,  and  earl 
of  Downe,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.® 

He  had  ifllie  two  fons,  William,  who  died  in  his 
life-time,  leaving  a fon  Thomas,  heir  to  his  grand- 
father, and  earl  of  Downe  ; and  a fecond  fon,  Thomas, 
afterwards  likewife  earl  of  Downe.*^  Thomas,  earl  of 
Downe,  fucceeded  his  grandfather  here,  and  afterwards 
pafled  away  this  manor,  with  the  feat  called  Halfted 
court-lodge,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  to  Mr. 
Edward  Aftie,  of  Heytefbury,  in  Wiltfhire,  who  bore 
for  his  arms,  Argent,  two  chevrons  fable.^ 

He  left  a fon  Jofeph,  and  a daughter  Elizabeth, 
married  to  Thomas  Foley,  of  Kidderminfter,  father 
of  the  late  lord  Foley. 

' MSS.  pedigree  of  Petley.  p.  223,  357.  Wood’s  Atlj.  vol. 

Guillim’s  Heraldry,  part  ii.  ii.  p.  54. 3. 
p.  183.  * Guiilim.  part  ii.  p.  2or. 

' Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  33-  See  a pedigree  of  Aflie,  Bar. 
Atkins’s  Glouc.  p.  197.  Edit.  1727,  vol.  ii.  p.  151,  and 
Baronetage,  edit.  1 720,  vol.  i.  appendix. 

- Jofeph 
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Jofeph  Afhe  was  of  Twickenham,  in  Middlefex, 
and  was  created  a baronet  in  1660.  His  defcendant, 
Sir  James  Aflie,  bart.  was  likewife  of  Twickenharn, 
and  fold  this  eftate  to  Lanfdell,  in  whofe  defcendants  it 
continued  till  the  year  1738,  when  John  Lanfdell,  efcj. 
of  Halfted,  whole  arms  were.  Azures  a chevron  coun- 
ter componee  or  and  fable^  cotijed  argenty  between  three 
crojjes  moline  of  the  famey  conveyed  this  manor,  Hal- 
Ited-court,  the  park,  with  fundry  farms,  meflliages, 
lands,  woods,  &c.  in  Halfted,  and  the  adjoining  pa- 
, rilhes,  to  truftees  for  the  ufe  of  lord  Vere  Beauclerk, 
third  fon  of  Charles,  firft  duke  of  St.  Albans,  by  his 
firft  wife  the  lady  Diana  Vere,  eldeft  daughter  and  at 
length  foie  heir  of  Aubrey  de  Vere,  the  laft  earl  of 
Oxford  of  that  name,  who  entering  into  a maritime 
life,  diftinguillied  himfelf  in  feveral  commands,  and 
by  gradual  promotions,  rofe  to  be  admiral  of  the 
blue  fquadron  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet,  and  in  1750, 
ivas  created  lord  Vere,  of  Hanworth,  in  Mid- 
dlefex. 

In  April,  1736,  his  lordflaip  married  Mary,  eldeft 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Chambers,  efq.  of 
Hanworth,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  fons,  of 
whom  Aubrey  only  is  furviving  j and  a daughter, 
Mary,  married  to  lord  Charles  Spencer,  next  brother 
to  the  duke  of  Marlborough.*' 

He  died  in  1781,  and  was  fucceeded  in  title  and 
in  this  manor  (the  court-lodge,  now  called  Halfted- 
place,  having  been  fold  off  by  his  father  lord  Vere, 
ibme  time  before,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter)  by  his 
only  furviving  fon  Aubrey  lord  Vere,  who  on  the  death 
of  George,  the  late  duke,  fucceeded  to  the  dukedom  of 
his  grandfather  in  1787,  and  in  1793  alienated  this 
manor  to  Mr.  William  Brooks,  of  this  parifli,  the  pre- 
fent  poffeffor  of  it. 

^ Goll.  Peer.  vol.  vii.  p.  390. 
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The  manor  of  Halfted  extends  over  part  of  Chels- 
field.  Befides  the  relief  paid  by.  the  tenants  of  the 
quit-rent,  there  is  paid  a heriot  of  the  beft  living  bead, 
or  otherwife  three  fhillings  and  four  pence  for  a dead 
heriot. 

The  manfion-houfe,  or  court-lodge  of  the  manor, 
formerly  called  Halfted-court,  but  now  Halsted- 
PLACE,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  fome  little  quan- 
tity of  land  adjoining  to  it,  being  the  two  walks  and 
roads  leading  to  it  both  from  London  and  Sevenoke, 
and  two  other  pieces  of  land,  containing  in  all  about 
eight  acres,  were  in  1755,  Vere,  and 

Mary  his  wife,  which  fale  was  confirmed  by  an  adt 
paflTed  next  year,  to  Robert  Bagfhaw,  who  fome  time 
afterwards  pafled  them  away  to  Robert  Ralph  Foley, 
efq.  who,  in  1767,  was  created  a baronet,  being  de- 
feended  of  a family  of  antient  Handing  in  Worcefter- 
Ibire  j one  of  whom,  Thomas  Foley,  by  Anne  his 
wife,  daughter  of  John  Browne,  efq.  of  Spelmonden, 
in  this  county,  left  feveral  fons  and  daughters  j of 
whom,  Thomas,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  father  of  the  late 
Thomas,  lord  Foley  j and  Philip,  the  youngefl:  fon, 
was  of  Preftwood,  in  Staffbrdfhire,  efq.  and  left  two 
fons  j Paul,  who  fucceeded  him  at  Preftwood  j and 
Robert  Foley,  whofe  eldeft  furviving  fon,  Robert- 
Ralph  Foley,  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Hinchcliffe,  efq.  of  Yorkfhire,  and  purchafed  this  feat 
as  before-mentioned.' 

He  refided  at  Halfted-place  for  fome  years.  After 
which  he  fold  it,  with  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  as  be- 
fore-mentioned, to  John  Sargent,  elq.  who  refided 
here  and  died  in  1791,  after  which  it  was  fold  to  Ar- 
nold Arnold,  efq.  who  now  pofleftes  it,  and  refides 
here. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities, 

* Kimber’s  Baronetage,  vol.  iii.  p.  239,  et  feq. 
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Halsted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
peculiar  of  the  archbifhop,  it  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry 
of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret, 
confifts  of  one  ifle  and  a chancel,  with  a fmall  chapel 
on  the  north  fide,  and  a pointed  fteeple,  in  which  arc 
four  bells. 

Sir  Thomas  Watfon,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Halfted, 
was  a great  benefaftor  to  this  church  j in  the  year 
1609,  he  rebuilt  from  the  ground  the  fair  chapel  of 
free-ftone,  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  and  adorned  the 
eaft  end  of  it,  with  curious  painted  glafs,  richly  orna- 
mented, now  deftroyed ; he  likewife  new-built  the 
fteeple  with  ftone  from  the  ground,  repaired  and  new- 
tiled  both  the  church  and  chancel  of  it.  He  built  the 
porch,  and  gave  four  new  bells,  a reading-deflt,  and 
pulpit,  and  made  a wall  from  the  north  to  the  weft  fide 
of  the  church-yard. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church,  in 
the  ijle^  is  a grave-ftone  near  the  pulpit,  with  the  figure  of  a man 
in  armour,  with  a greyhound  at  his  feet,  and  infeription  in  brals 
in  black  letter,  for  William  Burys,  efq.  formerly  lord  of  Halfted, 
obt.  1444,  the  fliield  of  arms  are  loft.  In  the  north  chancel^  two 
grave-ftones,  one  for  Sir  Thomas  Watfon,  of  Halfted,  obt.  1621  ; 
the  other  for  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  ftone  was  laid  by  her  grand- 
fon,  Thomas,  earl  of  Downe  ; at  the  eaft  end  a mural  monument 
for  Sir  James  Aflie,  bart.  of  Twickenham,  whofe  only  lurviving 
daughter  Martha  married  Joleph  Windham,  efq.  obt.  1733. 
the  high  chancel,  a monument  for  Thomas  Holt,  of  London,  obt. 
1761,  arms,  argent  on  a bend  engrailed  fable,  three  fleurs  de  lis 
of  the  field.  On  the  fouth  fide  a graveftone,  wdth  the  figures  of 
a man  and  woman  in  brals,  over  their  heads  a dove,  and  beneath 
an  infeription  in  black  letter  for  William  Petley,  and  Alys  his 
wife,  he  died  1528  ; round  the  verge  of  a large  graveftone  in  the 
middle  of  the  ilie,  was  an  infeription  in  brafs,  capitals  of  the 
1 3th  century,  cut  feparately  into  the  ftone,  which  are  now  all 
picked  out,  except  one  letter,  fo  as  not  to  be  legible.  Philipott 
fuppofesthis  to  be  the  memorial  of  W'illiam  de  Chellesfield. 

It  is  a reftory  in  the  patronage  of  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  being  part  of  the  antient  pofTeflions  of 
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that  fee.  In  the  f5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was 
valued  at  one  hundred  fliillings.*' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  in  1 6 50,  if- 
fuingout  of  chancery,  it  was  returned,  that  Halfted 
was  a parfonage,  with  a houfe  and  little  barn,  and 
fifty-one  acres  of  land,  valued  at  thirty  pounds  per  an- 
num, mafter  Cottingham  being  the  minifter,  and  mafter 
J.  Afli  the  proprietor  thereof.* 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  5I.  17s.  i id.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  eleven  fhillings  and  nine -pence 
halfpenny."" 

It  has  now  only  feven  acres  of  glebe  land. 

\ 

CHURCH  OF  HALSTED. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  •whom  prefented. 

Archbijbiop  of  Canterbury  .... 


Stcv,  Mon.  vol.  I.  p.  456. 

1 Pari.  Sui  v.  Lambeth-lib.  vol.  xix. 
tn  E£l.  Thef.  p.  387' 
o Alfo  vicar  of  Farningham,  where 
he  lies  buried. 


rectors. 

Henry  Farbi  ace^  A.  M.  obt.  Febi 
21,  1601." 

Cottingham.,  1650. 

John  Hoadley,  in  1720." 

Walter  Foote.,  in  1734. 

Cafwell  Winder.,  1 742,  obt.  July 
30,  1770.P 

John  Stinton,  D.  D.  1770,  re- 
figned  1771. 

William  Hardy,  A.  M.  1771, 
obt.  Jan.  I 797.'* 

Henry  Dyinock,  A.  M.  1797,  the 
prefent  redtor. 

o See  Biog,  Brit.  vol.  vii.  append, 
p.  99,  B. 

p Alfo  vicar  of  Kcmfingcum  Seale, 
q And  mafter  of  the  fthool  at  Se* 
venoke. 


OXFORD. 

NEXT  to  Shoreham  fouthward  lies  Oxford, 
called  in  Saxon,  Ott  anford,  in  the  book  of  Domef- 
day,  Otefort,  and  in  the  Texlus  Roffenfs,  Otte- 
FORD  j for  it  is  oblervable,  that  the  fyllable  adj  when 
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it  is  the  fecond  in  the  Saxon  name  of  a place,  is  gene- 
rally left  out  in  our  modern  pronunciation/ 

Oxford  parish  is  about  nine  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  contains  about  two  thoufand  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  of  which  about  feventy  are  woodland. 
It  lies  for  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  a low  damp  fituation, 
which  makes  it  far  from  being  pleafant,  and  gives  it  a 
lonely  and  gloomy  appearance,  and  in  all  probability 
it  would  have  been  but  little  known  had  it  not  been 
for  the  refidence  of  the  archbi/hops  at  it  for  fuch  a 
length  of  time.  In  the  valley  much  of  it  is  meadow 
land,  and  though  the  rivulets  and  fprings  throughout  it 
render  it  very  moift  and  marlhy,  yet  it  is  here  ra- 
ther fertile.  Towards  Sevenoke  the  foil  becomes 
fandy,  and  on  the  eaftern  and  weftern  hills  it  is  entirely 
chalk  mixed  with  flint  Hones,  and  is  in  general  very 
barren.  The  river  Darent  runs  through  it  northward, 
and  it  is  otherwife  watered  by  two  other  ftreams  which 
join  the  river  here.  Hence  the  chalk  hills  rife  on  each 
fide  towards  the  eafl;  and  weft.  The  high  road  from 
Dartford  to  Sevenoke  goes  through  the  village  of 
Otford,  which  Hands  at  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills  in 
the  valley,  not  far  from  the  eaftern  banks  of  the  Da- 
rent, acrofs  which  another  road  branches  off  from  the 
village  towards  Chevening.  At  the  entrance  of  the 
village  from  Eynsford,  ftood  till  lately,  an  antient  feat, 
feemingly  of  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  which  car- 
ried with  it  the  appearance  of  its  former  opulence. 

It  feems  formerly  to  have  been  known  by  the  name 
of  Colletwelly  and  to  have  been  for  many  years  the 
refidence  of  the  Petty’s  ; feveral  of  whom  lie  buried  in 
this  church,  after  which  it  for  fome  time  remained  un- 
inhabited and  dropping  into  ruin.  From  the  heirs  of 
the  above  family  it  palfed  at  length  by  fale  to  George 
Lake,  efq.  whofe  filler  Mary,  about  1790,  fold  it  to 
Mr.  J.ames  Martyr,  who  pulled  the  whole  of  it  down. 


' Camd.  Brit.  p.  128,223. 
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and  built  a good  genteel  houfe  on  the  fclte  of  it,  in 
which  he  now  refides.  On  the  oppofite  or  fouthern 
fide  are  the  ruins  of  the  archiepifcopal  palace,  and  near 
them  the  church.  Here  was  a feat  inhabited  for  many 
years  by  a branch  of  the  family  of  Petley,  and  another 
by  a branch  of  the  Polhill  family.  David  Polhill,  elq. 
the  laft  of  that  name,  began  to  rebuild  this  houfe,  in- 
tending to  refide  in  it,  but  he  again  pulled  it  down  be- 
fore it  was  quite  finiflied.  The  fcite  of  it,  with  a con- 
fiderable  eftate  in  this  parifli,  is  now  in  the  polfelTion 
of  his  fon  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  of  Cheplled. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over  a 
part  of  this  parilli.  A fair  is  held  here  on  the  24th  of 
Auguft,  for  pedlary  ware,  &c. 

Antient  hiftory  makes  mention  of  two  famous 
battles  fought  at  Otford,  one  of  which  happened 
among  the  Saxons  themfelves,  contending  for  glory 
and  fupreme  fovereignty,  the  other  between  the  Danes 
and  Saxons,  for  their  lands,  lives,  and  liberties. 

The  firft  of  thefe  was  fought  in  the  year  773,  when 
Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  having  already  joined  to  his  do- 
minion moft  part  of  WelTex  and  Northumberland ; 
and  perceiving  the  weak  eftate  of  the  kingdom  of 
Kent,  thought  it  a fair  opportunity  to  fubdue  it,  and 
add  it  to  his  own  domains.  In  conftquence  of  which 
he  invaded  it,  and  fought  a famous  battle  with  Aldric, 
king  of  Kent,  at  this  place  ; and  though  Olfa  gained 
the  vi6tory,  yet  it  was  not  without  great  flaughter  on 
both  fides.' 

The  other  battle  was  fought  in  1016,  when  king 
Edmund,  furnamed  Ironfide,  pafling  the  river  Thames 
with  his  army,  marched  after  Canute,  the  Danifti  king, 
through  Surry,  into  Kent,  and  encountering  the  Danes 
at  this  place,  made  a great  flaughter  of  them  j after 
which  he  purfued  them  as  far  as  Aylesford,  in  their 
rout  to  the  Ifle  of  Shepey,  and  had  he  not  defifted 

® Camel.  Brit.  p.  223.  Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  563. 
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from  the  purfuit  there,  through  the  treacherous  advice 
which  was  given  him,  he  would,  in  all  probability,  in 
the  compafs  of  that  day,  have  made  the  viftory  corn- 
pleat  over  their  whole  army. 

The  fields  here  are  full  of  the  remains  of  thofe  flain 
in  thefe  battles ; bones  are  continually  difcovered  in 
them,  particularly  when  the  new  turnpike  road  which 
leads  from  Eynsford,  through  Otford,  to  Sevenoke, 
was  widened  in  1767,  many  Ikeletons  were  found  in 
the  chalk  banks  on  each  fide  of  it. 

Mr.  Polhill  has  a field  in  this  parifli,  called  Dane 
Field,  which  moll  probably  was  the  fpot  on  which  the 
laft-mentioned  battle  with  the  Danes  was  fought. 

In  the  year  791,  Offa,  king  of  Mercia,  whole  gifts 
to  the  Britilh  churches  and  monafteries  in  general  were 
great  and  munificent,  gave  Otteford  to  the  church  of 
Canterbury  foon  after  which  one  Werhard,  a pow- 
erful prieft,  and  kinfman  to  archbilhop  Wlfred,  found 
means  to  gain  the  poflefiion  -of  it ; but,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  archbilhop-in  830,  he  by  his  laft  will,  re- 
flored  this  place,  then  ellimated  at  ten  hides,  again  to 
tlie  church  of  Canterbury  ; part  of  the  poflefiions  of 
which  it  remained  at  the  coming  of  Lanfranc  to  that 
fee,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign,  anno 
1070;  who,  when  he  divided  the  manors  and  poflef- 
fions  belonging  to  his  church,"  referved  Otford  to  the 
life  of  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  and  it  remained  in 
the  archbifliop’s  polfeflion  at  the  taking  the  furvey  of 
Domefday,  in  which  record  it  is  thus  entered,  under 
the  title  of  'Ter7'a  Archiepi  Cantuarienjis^  i,  e.  the  land 
of  the  archbilhop  of  Canterbury. 

‘Jhe  archbijhop  himfelf  holds  Otefott  in  demefne.  It 
tvas  taxed  at  8 fultngs.  I he  arable  land  is  42  carn~ 
cates  ; in  demefne  there  are  6 carncates.  I here  are  100 
and  one  villein,  with  18  borderers,  having  43  carucates", 
there  are  Z fervants,  and  6 mills  of  'j'l  Jhillings,  and 

‘ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i,  p,  19.  “ See  above,  vol.  ii.  p.  99. 
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30  acres  of  meadoiv.  There  is  tvood  for  the  pannage  of 
130  hogs. 

Of  this  manor  three  Thames'”  hold  i filling  and  an 
half^  and  there  they  have  in  demefne  3 carucates^  and  1 6 
villeins^  with  1 1 borderers.,  having  4 carucates.  There 
are  3 fervantSy  and  2 mills  of  Jhillings,  and  2.^  acres 
of  meadow y wood  for  the  pannage  ^30  hogs.  The 
whole  value  of  it,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
fejjbr,  and  afterzvardsy  zvas  ....  Nozv  the  demefne  of 
the  archbifJjop  is  rated  at  60  poundsy  of  the  Thaines  1 2 
pounds ; zvhat  Richard  de  Tonbridge  holds  in  his  lowy  is 
rated  at  1 o pounds. 

From  this  period  of  time  Otford  continued  part  of 
the  poffeffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  till  archbifhop 
Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIIL  con- 
veyed the  manor,  lordlhip,  and  feignory  of  Otford, 
and  the  manor  of  Otford  Stuyens,  alias  Sergeants  Ot- 
ford, with  the  chapel  of  Otford  annexed  to  the  par- 
fonage  of  Shoreham,  and  all  other  his  eftates  in  Otford, 
among  other  premifes,  in  exchange  to  that  king. 

This  manor,  lordlhip,  and  leignory  of  Otford  com- 
ing thus  into  the  king’s  polTelTions,  appears  thenceforth 
to  have  been  ftiled  the  honor  of  Oxford,  having  a 
high  fteward  appointed  to  prefide  over  it,  and  it  re- 
mained with  the  view  of  frank -pledge,  and  the  courts 
and  law  days  of  it,  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  at  the 
death  of  king  Charles  I.  in  1648.  After  which  the 
powers  then  in  being  feized  on  the  royal  eftates  j and 
paired  an  ordinance  to  veil  them  in  truftees,  in  order 
to  their  being  furveyed,  and  fold  to  fupply  the  necefli- 
ties  of  the  ftate. 

Accordingly,  in  1650,  the  honour  of  Otford  was 
furveyed,  when  it  was  returned,  that  there  belonged 
to  it  feveral  court  leets,  within  the  hundreds  of  Codf- 
heath,  Sommerdenne,  Sherborjie  Borough,  and  Kingf- 
borough  j all  adjacent  hundreds  to  this  honour. 


* Thffc  were  knights  who  owed  military  fervice. 
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That  there  belonged  to  It  a three  weeks  court  held 
at  Otford,  wherein  actions  not  above  forty  lliillings 
were  tried  and  determined.* 

After  the  above  furvey,  the  honour  of  Otford  was 
fold  by  the  ftate  to  Edward  Sexby,  and  Samuel  Gierke, 
with  whom  it  remained  till  the  reftoration  of  king 
Charles  II.  when  the  poflefllon  of  it  again  returned  to 
the  crown,  where  it  continues  at  this  time. 

The  high  ftewardfhip  of  the  honour  of  Otford  has 
been  from  time  to  time  granted  by  the  crown  to  divers 
of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  this  county.  John-Fre- 
derick,  duke  of  Dorfet,  is  the  prefent  high  fteward 
of  it. 

The  archbilhops  of  Canterbury  had,  from  the  ear^ 
lieft  accounts,  a house  or  palace  here,  in  which  they 
refided  from  time  to  time,  as  appears  by  their  frequent 
mandates,  dated  from  their  manor  houfe  of  Otford, 
being  a moft  commodious  and  favorite  retirement  for 
them  ; adjoining  to  which  they  had  two  large  parks, 
extenfive  woods,  and  ocher  lands  for  their  pleafure  and 
convenience,  in  their  own  poflefllon. 

Archbifhop  Thomas  Becket  feems  to  have  been 
greatly  plcafed  with  the  retired  fituation  of  this  palace, 
and  feveral  tales  are  told  of  the  n^iracles  he  wrought 
whilft  at  it ; among  others,  that  the  archbifhop  finding 
the  houfe  wanted  a fit  fpring  to  water  it,  ftuck  his 
flaff  into  the  dry  ground,  and  that  water  immediately 
burfl:  forth,  where  the  well  called  from  thence  St.  Tho- 
mas's JVelly  now  is,  which  afterwards  plentifully  fupplicd 
the  palace. 

Here  that  great  prelate  archbifhop  Robert  Win- 
chelfea  entertained  king  Edward  1.  in  his  29th  year,  * 
anno  1300,’'  and  he  refided  here  at  the  time  of  his 
death  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  anno  1313,* 
at  which  time  it  appears  that  there  was  a park  here, 

* Pari.  Surv.Aug.  Off.  Box  A ^ Prynne’s  Records,  p.  883. 

21.  Roll  of  Partic.  H.22.  f Weever,  p.  221. 
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which  extended  into  Sevenoke  parlfh,  for  four  years 
afterwards  the  fucceeding  archbiftiop,  Walter  Rey- 
nolds, had  the  kings  licence  to  purchafe  lands  in  that 
parifh  towards  the  enlarging  of  it,'^  but  this  afterwards 
not  being  thought  by  one  of  his  fucceflbrs,  archbi/liop 
Simon  Iflip,  fufficient  for  his  accommodation,  he  with 
the  king’s  licence  purchafed  lands  and  meadows  here, 
in  the  33d  and  34th  years  of  king  Edward  Ill’s  reign, 
in  order  to  be  inclofed  with  other  lands  by  the  archbi- 
fhop,  and  for  another  park  to  be  made  here,  fincc 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Leflcr  or  Little  Park.^” 
Archbilhop  Deane,  who  came  to  the  fee  in  the  i6th 
year  of  king  Henry  VII.  rebuilt  great  part  of  this 
houfe;  notwithftanding  which,  his  immediate  fuccefTor,' 
archbifliop  Warham,  thinking  the  houfe  too  mean  for 
him  to  refide  in,  as  he  intended  to  do,  on  account  of 
his  quarrel  with  the  citizens  of  Canterbury,  rebuilt  the 
whole  of  it,  excepting  the  hall  and  the  chapel,  at  the 
expence  of  33,000!.  a large  fum  at  that  time,  and  here 
he  entertained  that  fplendid  prince  king  Henry  VIII. 
who  refted  with  the  archbilhop  at  it  feveral  times  both 
in  the  jft  and  7th  years  of  his  reign.**  His  next  fuc- 
ceflbr,  archbifnop  Cranmer,  obferving  that  this  llately 
palace  excited  the  envy  of  the  courtiers,  palTed  it  away, 
with  his  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  in  exchange,  in  the 
29th  year  of  that  reign,  to  the  king,  as  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned. 

After  this  palace,  with  its  parks  and  appurtenances, 
had  thus  come  into  the  king’s  pofTeirions,  he  kept  the 
manfion  with  the  two  parks,  called  the  Greater  and 
Lefler,  or  Little  Park,  and  the  woods  and  lands  be- 
longing to  dais  eftate  in  his  own  hands,  and  foon  after- 
wards purchafed  of  a defcendant  of  Sir  Edward ‘Bo- 

“ Tan.  Mon.  p.  199.  Peramb.  p.  566,  568. 

Ibid.  p.  200.  ‘‘  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiii.  p.  259, 

^ Weever,  p.  231.  Lamb.  263,  and  316. 
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rough,  the  manor  of  DaneliulJ,  in  this  parifh,  formerly 
poflefled  by  the  Cobhams  of  Sterborough,  which  he 
laid  into  his  park  here,  all  which  continued  pretty  en- 
tire in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  laft  year, 
and  queen  Elizabeth,  afterwards  made  feveral  grants  of 
different  parts  of  it.  But  the  former  in  that  year 
granted  the  little  park  of  Otford,  then  lately  dif- 
parked,  to  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  as  will  be  further  men- 
tioned below,  and  the  latter  in  her  34th  year  granted 
to  his  fon.  Sir  Robert  Sidney,  the  fcite  of  the  honour 
of  Otford,  the  archbifhop’s  houfe  commonly  called  the 
Caftle,  and  the  greater  park,  containing  feven  hundred 
acres,  lying  in  Otford,  Seal,  and  Kemfingj  in  the  15th 
year  of  king  James  I.  bearing  then  the  title  of  lord 
Sidney,  he  was  created  lord  vifcount  Lifle,  and  that 
fame  year,  with  Barbara  his  wife.  Sir  Robert  Sidney 
his  fon,  and  others  his  truffees,  conveyed  the  whole  of 
the  above  mentioned  premifes  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith, 
fecond  fon  of  Cuftomer  Smith,  in  whofe  defendants 
they  continued  down  to  Sir  Sidney  Stafford  Smythe, 
chief  baron  of  the  exchequer,  who  died  in  1 7 7 8,  as  did 
' his  widow  lady  Sarah  Smythe,  in  1790,  and  by  her  will 
devifed  this  eftate,  confiding  of  the  ruins  of  the  palace, 
and  three  farms,  called  the  Place,  Great  Lodge,  and 
Greatnefs  farms,  containing  about  eight  hundred  and 
fixty  acres  of  land,  in  truftj  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit 
of  her  nephew^s  and  nieces,  which  they  were  accord- 
ingly, next  year,  to  Robert  Parker,  efq.  of  Maidftone, 
in  which  fituation  they  ftill  continue. 

Mod  probably  the  palace  was  demolifhed,  and  the 
lands  of  the  Greater  Park  difparked  foon  after  the  grant 
of  them  to  Sir  Thomas  Smith.  It  dood  behind  the  pre** 
lent  ruins  more  to  the  Ibuth.  There  is  nothing  left  of 
the  manfion  itfelf,  but  vad  heaps  of  rubbidi  and  founda- 
tions, which  cover  near  an  acre  of  ground.  The  pre- 
fcnt  ruins  were  part  of  the  outer  court,  the  two  remain- 
ing towers  of  which  were  not  many  years  ago  two  do- 
ries higher,  but  the  roof  of  the  larged  which  was  covered 

with 
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with  lead  falling  in,  the  uppermoft  ftory  of  each  was 
taken  down. 

The  manor  of  Serjeants  Oxford,  with  the 
Little  Park,  part  of  thofe  poflelTions  likewife 
granted  by  the  archbilhop  to  king  Henry  VIII.  as 
mentioned  before,  remained  in  the  crown  till  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  in  the  7th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  Sir 
Henry  Sidney,  his  park,  called  the  Little  Park  of 
Otford,  lately  difparked,  and  his  lands,  meadows,  &c. 
inclofed  within  it,  parcel  of  the  honour  of  Otford,  for 
the  term  of  thirty  years,  which  leafe  was  renev/ed 
anno'  10  queen  Elizabeth.  After  his  death,  his  eldcil 
furviving  Ion,  Sir  Robert  Sidney,  by  letters  patent, 
in  the  44th  year  of  that  reign,  had  a grant  in  fee  of 
the  manor  of  Otford  Stuyens,  alias  Sergeants  Otford, 
the  little  park,  and  other  premifes  here,  late  belong- 
ing to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
thirty  pounds.*  This  manor  came  afterwards  to  be 
poffeffed  in  undivided  thirds,  by  Mompeffon,  Hyde, 
and  Wall.  The  two  former  fold  their  fliares  to  Sir 
Thomas  Farnaby,  bart.  of  Kippington,  in  Sevenoke, 
w'hofe  fon.  Sir  Charles  Farnaby  Radcliffe,  bart.  is  the 
prefent  poffelTor  of  them.  The  other  third  part  of 
this  manor  defcended  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Wall,  vicar  of  Shoreham,  whofe  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Catherine,  married  Mr.  Waring,  and  had  by  him 
eight  Tons  and  eight  daughters,  to  his  grandfon,  Mr. 
Sampfon  Waring,  of  Rochefter,  w'ho,fome  few  years 
ago,  fold  it  to  Sir  Jeffry  Amherft,  K.  B.  fince  created 
lord  Amherft,  baron  of  Holmfdale,  and  he  is  the  pre> 
fent  owner  of  it.  By  the  name  of  Park-fields,  which 
feveral  lands,  now  belonging  to  Charles  Polhill,  efq. 
between  the  village  and  the  river  Darent,  have  im- 
memorially  been  called  by,  it  fhould  feem  that  he  is 
owner  of  fome  part  of  the  lands  formerly  inclofed 
within  thefe  parks  of  Otford. 

' ® Rolls  of  Patric.  temp,  interregni. 

But 
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But  the  little  or  Lejj'er  Park,  lying  on  the  north 
fide  of  this  pari(h,  and  parted  on  the  weft  fide  by  the 
river  from  that  of  Shoreham,  now  claims  the  reputa- 
tion of  a manor,  and  is  called  Oxford  New  Park. 
It  has  been  for  fome  years  poflefted  by  the  family  of 
Boftock,  and  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Stillman 
Boftock,  of  Eaft  Grinfted,  in  Suflex. 

Rye-house  is  an  eftate  here,  which  was  formerly 
accounted  a manor,  and  feems  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  to  have  been  owned  by  John  At-Welle 
and  Robert  William  ; for  they  had,  in  the  46th  year 
of  it,  the  king’s  licence  to  afiign  four  marcs  yearly 
rent,  ilfuing  out  of  certain  tenements,  called  Le  Rye, 
in  Otford,  held  of  the  archbilhop,  to  Adam  Fleming, 
chaplain,  and  his  fuccelfors,  celebrating  divine  offices 
in  the  chapel  of  Apuldrefelde,  for  the  good  ftate  of  the 
king  whilft  he  lived,  and  for  his  foul  afterwards. 

This  eftate  afterwards  came  into  the  name  of  Pal- 
mer, anceftors  to  thofe  of  Bekefborne,  who  bore  for 
their  arms.  Argent,  a chevron  fable,  between  three 
■palmers  [crips  or  pnrjes  of  the  fecond,  fringed  and  taj- 
felled  or 

One  of  this  family,  John  Palmer,  died  pofleffed  of 
the  manor  of  Le  Rye,  in  Otford,  in  the  fecond  year 
of  king  Richard  III.  his  defcendant,  of  the  fame 
name,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the 
30th  year  of  his  reign  who,  in  his  33d  year,  demifed 
it  to  John  Walker,  yeoman,  for  a term  of  years;  after 
which  the  family  of  Bofville  had  the  fee  of  this  ef- 
tate, in  which  name  it  continued  down  to  Henry 
Bofville,  efq.  of  Bradborne,  in  Sevenoke,  who  dying 
without  iflue,  in  1761,  devifed  this  eftate,  among 
others,  to  his  kinfman,  Sir  Richard  Betenfon,  bart 
who  dying,  without  ilfue,  it  came  by  the  limitation 

^ Pat.  46  Edw.  III.  ps.  2,  m.  iq.  See  Reg.  Roff.  p.  513. 

' Rot.  lifch.  Aiig.  Off.  Inrol.  Box  B.  39. 
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of  the  fame  will  to  Thomas  Lane,  efq.  who  is  the 
prefent  pofleflbr  of  it.** 

Sir  George  Harper,  anno  33  king  Henry  VIII. 
conveyed  to  that  king  a meliuage,  called  Brough- 
ton’s, and  other  premifes  in  Otford,  in  exchange  for 
lands  in  Efl’ex  all  which  were  granted  in  the  ill  and 
2d  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,^  to  Humphrey 
Colwych,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice. 

The  Polhills  afterwards  became  owners  of  this 
eftate;  David  Polhill  levied  a fine  of  it  in  the  i6tli 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  in  whofe  defcendants  this 
eflate  has  continued  down  to  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  the 
prefent  owner  of  it. 


CHARITIES. 

In  the  rolls  of  the  13th  of  king  Henry  III.  there  is  mention 
made  of  an  hofpital,  or  houfe  of  leprous  perfons  herc.‘ 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  gave  by  will,  in  1625,  to  fix  poor  per- 
fons who  do  not  receive  alms,  and  frequent  divine  fervice,  bread 
to  be  delivered  to  them  weekly,  to  be  paid  out  of  land,  veiled  in 
the  Skinners  company,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I.  los. 

One  of  the  family  of  Polhill  gave  by  will,  20s.  yearly, 
to  be  dillributed  among  the  poor,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  trull, 
parilh  officers,  to  be  paid  out  of  land  veiled  in  Mr.  Polhill,  and 
now  of  that  annual  produce. 

John  Charm  an  by  will,  gave  aos.  yearly,  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  to  be  paid  out  of  land,  veiled  in  Mr.  Amhurll,  as  truflee  of 
the  children  of  Mr.  Richard  Round,  deceafed,  and  of  that  an- 
nual produce. 

Oxford  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 
chapel  to  Shoreham,  is  a peculiar  oi  the  archbidiop  of’ 
Canterbury,  and  confequently  in  that  deanry. 

The  church,  which  is  fituated  at  the  eafl  end  of 
the  village,  near  the  palace,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, a faint  of  great  credit  here  for  the  gift  of 

See  Bradbornein  Sevenoke,  for  a farther  account  of  the  fa- 
milies of  Bofville  and  Betenfon. 

‘ Aug.  Off.  Box  C.  25.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  12. 

Camb.  Brit.  p.  223.  Lamb, Peramb.  p.  563. 

[ Tan.  Mon.  p.  222. 


curing 


30  CODSHEATH  HUNDRED. 

curing  barrennefs  in  women,  which  caufed  great  re- 
forc  of  people  to  his  image  and  flirine  in  this  church; 
ar.d  a fair  was  held  at  Otford  on  his  anniverfaiy.  It 
confifts  of  two  ifles  and  one  chancel,  having  a pointed 
Iteeple  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  are  two  bells. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  this  church,  in  the 
fouth  ijlcy  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  a mural  monument,  of  elegant 
Iculpture,  with  a biifto  of  ftatuary  marble,  and  infcription,  for 
David  Polhill,  efq.  of  Cheapftead,  fon  of  Thomas  Polhill,  efq.  of 
Otford,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Ireton,  by  Bridget, 
daughter  of  Oliver  Cromwell;  he  was  one  of  the  Kentifli  petiti- 
oners in  king  William  lll.’s  reign,  obt.  M.P.  for  Rochefter,  and 
keeper  of  the  records  in  the  Tower,  in  1 754,  a;t.  80  ; he  married 
three  wives,  firft  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Trevor,  efq.  of 
Glynd,  in  Suflex  ; fecondly  Gertrude,  fifter  of  Thomas  Holies, 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  wdio  both  died,  f.  Jt.  thirdly,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Borret,  efq.  of  Shoreham,  by  whom  he  had 
four  fons  and  one  daughter;  he  left  furviving  Charles  and  Eliza- 
beth ; arms  at  top,  Polhill  with  impalements ; feveral  memorials 
for  the  Rounds  and  Mainards.  In  the  fouth  chancel^  a memorial 
for  William  Sidney  and  Alice  his  wife,  defcended  from  William 
Sydney  lord  of  Kingfham,  by  Chichefter,  and  of  Ifabella  St.  John, 
daughter  of  lord  St.  John,  obt  1625;  apheon;  memorials 

for  the  Everefts  and  Pettys.  In  the  great  chancel^  on  the  north 
fide,  a magnificent  monument,  with  the  ftatue  of  a gentleman,  as 
large  as  life,  ftanding  and  leaning  on  an  urn,  over  him  is  the  head 
of  a lady,  in  profile,  with  figures  of  ftatuary  marble  on  each  fide, 
mofl  beautifully  executed  ; and  a memorid  for  Charles  Polhill, 
efq.  youngefl  fon  of  Thomas  Polhill,  efq.  by  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Ireton,  ob.  17155;  he  married  Martha,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Streatfield,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  by  whom  he  had  no  iffue. 
Memorials  for  Bollock  and  Brafiers ; a memorial  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  altar  for  Robert  Polhill,  gent,  of  Otford,  fon  of  John 
and  Jane,  of  Otford,  obt.  1699,  set.  57;  arms,  Polhill.  On  the 
north  fide  of  the  altar  is  an  antient  altar  tomb,  with  an  arch  in 
the  wall,  ornamented  with  Gothic  carved  work,  but  the  infcrip- 
tion is  loft.  In  the  eaft  window  is  a Ihield  of  arms,  Lennard,  in 
ftained  glafs,  being  or  on  a fefs  gules,  three  fleurs  de  lis  of  the  field, 
with  quarterings,  in  the  middle  a mullet  for  difference.  At  the 
end  of  the  chancel  a mural  monument  for  George  Petty  and  Anne 
his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Polhill,  efq.  of  Otford,  he  died  1719, 
and  for  Robert  their  eldcft  fon,  obt.  1727. 

The  chapel  of  Otford,  annexed  to  the  parfonage  of  ! 
Shoreham,  was  part  of  the  antient  potfeffions  of  the  fee 
of  Canterbury,  and  continued  fo  till  the  fame  was 
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exchanged  by  archbidiop  Cranmer  with  Henry  VIII, 
in  the  29th  year  of  his  reign,  as  has  been  mentioned 
before. 

King  Edward  VI.  in  his  ift  year,  granted  the  par- 
fonage  and  advowfon  of  Shoreham,  with  this  chapel 
ofOtford,  to  Sir  Anthony  Denny,  to  hold  in  capite 
by  knights  fervice,  who  prefently  exchanged  the  fame 
with  the  dean  and  chapter  of  St.  Peter’s,  Weftmin- 
fter,  for  the  advowfon  and  patronage  of  Chelhiint,  In 
Hertfordlhire."' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfton  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  iflfuing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  Otford  was  a parfonage,  rented  at 
one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  the  houfe  and  glebe 
of  which  was  worth  fourteen  pounds  per  annum  be- 
yond that  fum." 

It  is  an  appropriation,  now  belonging  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Weftminfter,  the  prefent  leflee  being 
the  Right  Hon.  the  lord  Willoughby  de  Brooke. 

The  curate  of  this  church,  in  1719,  had  a ftipend 
of  twenty  pounds  per  annum.  In  1724,  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Weftminfter  augmented  this  curacy 
with  two  hundred  pounds.® 

CHURCH  OF  OTFORD. 

PATRONS,  CURATES. 

Of  b-i  Tjhom  ^refented. 

Haddock,  in  1680. 

Hunter,  in  1687. 

IVtlliam  Smith,  1690. 

Oiven. 

Hugh  Pugh,  1719.’’ 

Thomas  H or  bury,  obt.  1741. 

IVilliam  JVinder,  A.  M.  1741, 
obt.  0£l.  30,  1 790. 

George  Nathaniel  IVoodroff,  \ 790- 
Prefent  curate. 


w Chauncy's  Hertfordih.  p.  295*  “ Thel.  p.  387. 

n Pari.  Surv.  Lam.  lib.  vol,  xia.  P Alfo  near  of  Birling. 
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KEMSING. 

TME  next  parifli  eaftward  from  Otford  Is  Kem- 
siNG,  called  in  the  'Tejia  de  Nevil,  Camesing,  and 
\n  xhi^Textus  Roffenjis^  Cimicinga.^  The  name  of 
this  place  feems  to  have  been  given  to  It  from  fome 
royal  camp  or  fortrefs,  fituated  here. 

This  parish  of  Kemling,  from  its  fituatlon,  is 
not  much  known  or  frequented,  nor  is  it  apleafant  one. 
It  lies  partly  in  the  valley  and  partly  on  the  chalk  hills, 
at  a fmall  diftance  fouthward  from  the  foot  of  which 
the  village  is  fituated,  at  the  interfeclion  of  the  roads 
from  Otford  to  Ightham,  and  from  the  chalk  hills 
to  the  high  road  by  Seal  Chart.  Near  the  centre  of 
it  is  a water,  called  St.  Edith’s  well,  who  was  a fa- 
mous female  faint,  faid  to  have  been  born  in  this 
parilli,  and  to  have  wrought  many  miracles  for  fuch 
as  applied  to  her  for  relief."  The  pari  fh  is  about  two 
miles  fquare  ; the  foil  of  it,  in  the  northern  part,  is 
moflly  chalk,  in  the  fouthern  very  fertile,  it  has  about 
one  hundred  acres  of  w'ood;  in  the  eaftern  part  of  it  is 
the  feat  of  Crowdleham,  fituated  near  the  boundary 
of  the  parilh  of  Ightham. 

There  was  a market  antlently  kept  here  on  a Mon- 
day, by  grant  from  king  Henry  III.  which  has  been 
long  fince  difcontinued,  and  a fair,  which  is  dill  kept 
on  Eafter  Monday.’  There  was  an  old  knightly  fa- 
mily, who  took  their  furname  from  this  place,  being 
called  Kempfing,  whofe  coat  of  arms  w'as.  Argent^  a 
' fefs  and  chevron^  interlaced  fahky  which  was  quartered 
by  the  Harts  of  Lullingftone,  in  right  of  Peche,  who 
married  the  heir  general  of  it.* 

In  THE  SCUT  age,  levied  as  well  on  the  prelates  as  the 
reft  of  the  barons,  in  the  32d  of  king  Henry  II.  being 

^ Text.  RofF.  p.  229.  ’ Kilb.  Survey,  p.  156. 

" Lei.  Col.  vol.  iii,  p.  356.  J Philipott,  p.  201. 
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the  feventh  of  that  reign,  towards  the  expences  .of  the 
army  in  Wales.  The  honour  of  Kemefmg,  as  it  is 
there  called,  then  being  in  the  king’s  hands,  anfwered 
for  twenty-nine  fhillings  by  the  hands  of  the  flierift'of 
the  county."  Soon  after  which  it  came  into  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  earl  of  Albermarle,  who  held  it  of  Wal- 
ter Fitzhelt,  as  he  again  did  of  the  king/«  capite. 

In  the  reign  of  king  John,  Baldwin  de  Betun,  who, 
by  favour  of  king  Richard  I.  had  enjoyed  the  earldom 
of  Albermarle,  in  Hawis  his  wife’s  right,  who  was 
daughter  and  foie  heir  of  William  le  Grofs,  earl  of 
Albermarle,  was  owner  of  this  place,  and  in  the  5th 
year  of  that  reign  granted  the  lordfliips  of  Kemefing, 
Braborne,  and  Sutton,  in  this  county,  to  William 
Marefchal,  earl  of  Pembroke,  with  Alice,  his  foie 
daughter  and  heir,  in  frank  marriage.'^ 

In  the  reign  of  king  John  he  attached  himfelf 
clofely  to  the  rebellious  barons,  when  his  lands  were 
feifed  on,  as  efcheats  to  the  crown  j and  this  manor, 
then  valued  at  thirty-fix  pounds  per  annum,  , as  ap- 
pears by  the  Tejla  de  Nevil^  was  granted  to  Fulke  de 
Brent ; on  the  confifcation  of  whofe  eftates,  and  the 
earl’s  return  to  his  obedience,  he  again  came  into  poF 
lefiion  of  it,  which  happened  on  the  king’s  death,  his 
father  having  perfuaded  him  to  return  to  his  loyalty 
once  more,  and  he  had  many  favours  conferred  on 
him  by  king  Henry  III.  in  the  yth  year  of  whofe 
reign  he  had,  for  his  good  fervices  againft  the  Welfh, 
fcutage  of  all  his  tenants  in  this  and  other  counties. 
In  the  loth  year  of  that  reign,  his  firft  wife  being 
dead,  he  married  Alianore,  the  king’s  fifter,  by  which 
he  greatly  incurred  his  dilpleafure  j but  a reconcilia- 
tion quickly  after  taking  place,  he  was  again  taken 
into  favour,  and  in  the  14th  year  of  that  reign  had  a 

“ Madox’s  Excheq.  p.  431.  Libr.  Ruhr.  Scacc. 

" York’s  Honor,  p.  240.  Dugd.  Baron,  vol.  i.  p.  602.  Newc. 
Rep.  p.  546.  . 
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confirmation  of  the  manors  of  Kemfing,  Braborne,  and 
Sutton,  in  this  county,  upon  condition,  that  in  cafe 
Alianore,  his  wife,  furvived  him,  (he  fliould  enjoy 
them  during  life.*  He  died  pofTefled  of  Kemfing  in 
the  1 3th  year  of  that  reign  without  iflue,  and  lies 
buried  in  the  Temple  church,  having  his  effigies  crofs 
legged  on  his  tomb  ; on  which  the  fheriff  of  this 
county  had  the  king’s  precept  to  make  livery  to  Alia- 
nore, his  widow,  of  thofe  manors.  She,  after  feven 
years  widowhood,  remarried  Simon  de  Montford, 
earl  of  Leicefter,  and  fteward  of  England,  in  St.  Ste- 
phen’s chapel,  Weftminfter,  the  king  giving  her  away 
with  his  own  hand. 

In  the  45th  year  of  that  reign,  the  earl  of  Leicef- 
ter, heading  the  difcontented  barons  againft  the  king, 
continued  with  them  till  the  battle  of  Evefham,  in 
the  49th  year  of  it,  in  which  the  earl  was  killed ; af- 
ter whofe  death,  the  countefs  Alianore  and  her  chil- 
dren were  forced  to  forfake  England,  and  fhe  died 
fome  time  afterwards  in  the  nunnery  of  Montarges,  in 
France. 

In  the  mean  time  the  four  brothers  of  William  earl 
of  Pembroke,  fucccffively  earls  of  Pembroke,  being 
dead  without  iflue,  their  inheritance  became  divided 
between  the  heirs  of  their  five  fillers  and  coheirs ; 
and  upon  the  partition  of  their  interefl  in  the  manor 
of  Kemfing,  it  feems  to  have  become  the  foie  pro- 
perty of  Roger,  eldeft  fon  of  Maud  the  eldeft  fifter, 
by  her  hulband,  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk,’'  though 
the  time  of  his  coming  into  the  poflTeffion  of  it  I do 
not  find,  as  Alianore,  (econd  wife  of  William  earl  of 
Pembroke,  was  then  living,  who  was  entitled  to  it  for 
her  life. 

Roger  earl  of  Norfolk,  and  marlhal  of  England,  who 
bore  for  his  arms.  Per  pale  or  and  vert^  a lion  rampant 
gulesy  died  of  a bruife,  which  he  received  at  a tour- 

;•  Sandford,  p.  87.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  602.  Ibid.  p.  135. 
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nament,  about  the  54th  of  Henry  III.’s  reign,  leav- 
ing no  iffue  by  Jfabel  his  wife,  daughter  of  William 
king  of  Scots  j upon  which  he  was  fucceeded,  as  earl 
of  Norfolk  and  marlhal  of  the  king’s  palace,  as  well 
as  in  the  pofleffion  of  this  manor,  by  Roger  his  ne- 
phew, fon  of  Hugh  his  brother,  chief  juftice  of  Eng- 
land,* who,  in  the  7th  of  king  Edward  I.  claimed, 
before  the  juftices  itinerant,  large  privileges  for  this 
manor;*  and  afterwards,  in  the  iith  year  of  that 
reign,  fold  it,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  this 
church,  to  Otho  de  Grandifon,  defcended  of  a family, 
who  were  of  the  dukedom  of  Burgundy,  in  France, 
their  refidence  there  being  called  Grandifon  caftle, 
a man  of  great  account  with  that  prince,  who  em- 
ployed him  much,  and  conferred  many  favours  on 
him. 

In  the  iSthyearof  that  reign,  he  obtained  free 
warren  for  all  his  demefne  lands  in  Kemfing,'*  and 
having  had  fummons  to  parliament  among  the  barons 
of  this  realm,  he  departed  this  life  without  iffue,  leav- 
ing William  de  Grandifon,  his  brother,  his  next  heir; 
who  died  poffeffed  of  this  manor,  leaving  by  his  wife, 
Sibilla,  youngeft  daughter,  and  one  of  the  coheirs  of 
John  de  Tregoze,  three  fons;  Peter  de  Grandifon, 
his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  who,  as  well  as  his  father,  had 
fummons  to  parliament ; John  billiop  of  Exeter ; 
and  Otho  ; and  four  daughters.' 

On  his  death  this  manor  became  the  property  of 
Otho,  the  youngeft  fon,  who  paid  aid  for  it,  in  the 
20th  of  king  Edward  III.  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which 
William  de  Grandifon  before  held  in  Kemfing  of  the 
carl  of  Leicefter.  He  died  poffeffed  of  this  manor 
in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,**  leaving  by  Beatrix  his 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  134.  Camb.  Brit.  p.  475. 

* Leland’s  Itin.  vol.  iii.  p.  66.  Harris’s  Hift.  of  Kent,  p.  i66, 
Philipott,  p.  200.  Rot.  Cart.  No.  71. 

' Leland’s  Itin.  vol.  iii.  p.  67.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  r8. 

I Rot.  Efcli.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  i8.  Cooke’s  Bar.  MSS. 
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wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Nicholas  Malmains,  one 
ion  and  heir,  Thomas,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth. 

Thomas  de  Grandifon,  being  of  full  age,  had  pof- 
feflioii  granted  of  this  manor,  among  others ; he  was 
aiterwards  knighted,  and  died  polfefl’ed  of  it  in  the 
50th  )^ear  of  king  Edward  111.  without  iliue,  leaving 
Margaret  his  wife  furviving,  who  like  wife  poffelTed  it 
at  her  deceafe,  in  the  1 8th  year  of  king  Richard  II. 
After  which  it  came  to  Sir  William  de  Bryene,  or 
Bryan,  who  died  poflefl'ed  of  it  in  the  19th  year  of  the 
fame  reign,  and  lies  buried  in  Seale  church. 

After  his  death.  Sir  William  Fynes  (whofe  name 
was  originally  fpelt  Fiennes,  but  about  this  time  came 
to  be  written  both  Fynes  and  Fenys)  became  poffelicd 
of. it,  bearing  for  his  arms,  Aziire^  three  Horn  rampant  or.- 
He  was  fon  of  William  Fiennes  and  Joane  his  wife, 
third  fifler  and  coheir  of  William  de  Sa}’; ; and  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  William 
Batisford,  left  iflue  two  Ions,  Roger  and  James  ^ from 
the  former  of  which  were  defcended  the  feveral  lords 
Dacre  of  the  fouth  ; and  from  the  latter,  the  vifcounts 
Say  and  Seale,  both  which  titles  are  now  extind,' 
and  the  prefent  lord  Say  and  Sele. 

James,  the  fecond  fon,  above  mentioned,  poffef- 
fed  this  manor,,  and  in  the  14th  of  king  Henry ^ VI. 
was  Iheriff  of  this  county,  and  foon  afterwards  made 
efquire  of  the  body  to  that  king.  In  the  24th  year  of 
whofe  reign,  being  then  a knight,  he  w'as,  by.  rcafon 
that  Joane  his  grandmother  was  third  fifler  and  co- 
heir of  William  de  Say,  by  a fpecial  writ,  on  March 
3d,  next  year,  fummoned  to  parliament  by  the  title  of 
lord  Say  and  Sele  d and  two  days  afterwards,  in  con-, 
fideration-of  his  eminent  fereices,  he  was,  in  open 
parliament,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baron  of 

k V ' . , • 

^ t . I • . / 

' See  a,  further  account  of  thefe  families,  under  Cowdham, 
Chevening,  and  Seale.  . ' • 

' The  exemplification  of  this  writ  is  among-the  Harleian-MSS. 
Xo.  1178-21.'  • I . . j‘  ... 
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this  realm,  by  the  above  title,  to  him  and  his  heirs 
male,  and  in  the  27th  year  of  that  reign,  he  had  a full 
confirmation  and  releafe  of  that  title  from  John,  lord 
Clinton,  and  of  the  arms  of  Say,  which,  on  account  of 
his  defcent  from  Idonea,  the  eldeft  filler  of  William  de 
Say,  might  belong  to  him.  In  confideration  of  which 
he  then  granted  to  the  lord  Clinton,  all  advowfons  of 
churches,  knights  fees,  &c.  which  belonged  to  the 
latter,  by  reafon  of  the  lordfliip  of  Say.® 

After  which  he  obtained  a grant  of  the  office  of 
conllable  of  Dover-callle,  and  warden  of  the  five  ports, 
to  him  and  his  heirs  male  ; was  made  lord  chamber- 
lain,  and  one  of  the  king’s  council,  and  next  year  lord 
treafurer  of  England. 

This  rife  to  fo  high  a pitch  of  honour,  increafed  the 
hatred  of  the  commons  towards  him,  and  ferved  but 
to  make  his  fall  the  more  fudden  and  Unhappy,  for 
next  year  they  accufed  him  and  others  in  ' the  parlia- 
ment held  at  St.  Edmunds  Bury,  of  treafon,  for  having 
ihg  alTentedto  the  releafe  of  Anjou,  - and  the  deliv^ery 
of  Maine  to  the  French ; upon  which  the  king,  to  ap- 
peafe  them,  fequeftered  him  from  his  office  -of- trea- 
furer, and  fiiortly  after,  on  the  infurre(5lion  of  the  Ken- 
tifli  men,  under  Jack  Cade,  obferving  their  clamour 
againft  him,  to  mitigate  it,  he  committed  -him  pri- 
foner  to  the  tower,*  fiiortly  after  which,  this  riotous 
mob  entering  London,  and  finding  their  numbers  in- 
creafe,  fetched  him  thence  to  Guildhall,  and  there  ar- 
raigned him  before  the  lord-mayor,  and  other  the 
king’s  juftices,  notwithftanding  his  requeft  to  be  tried 
by  his  peers  ; after  which  hurrying  him  to  the  ftandard 
in  Cheapfide,  they  cut  off  his  head  there,  and  carried 
it  about  on  a pole,  caufing  his  naked  body  to  be  drawn 
at  a horfe’s  tail  into  Southwark,  and  there  hanged  and 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  245.  Thefe  inftruments  are  among  the 
Ilarl.  MSS.  No.  1178,  No.  22.  Among  thefe  MSS.  there  are 
many  .pedigrees  of  this  family  of  Fi,ennes,  alias  Fynes. 
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quartered,  though  his  body  was  afterwards  burled  in 
the  church  of  the  Grey  Friars,  London.** 

He  left  iflue,  by  Emeline  Cromer  his  wife,  one  fon 
and  heir,  Sir  William  Fienes,  who  was  that  year,  by 
Ipecial  writ,  fummoned  to  parliament,  being  feized  of 
an  ellate  tail  of  the  office  of  conftable  of  Dover-caftle, 
and  warden  of  the  five  ports,  by  virtue  of  the  patent 
above-mentioned,  to  James,  his  father,  his  intereft  in 
which  he  foon  afterwards  fold  to  Humphry,  duke  of' 
Buckingham,  and  his  heirs  male. 

The  unhappy  contention  fubfifting  at  that  time  be- 
tween the  houles  of  York  and  Lancafter  for  the  throne, 
in  which  he  rifqued  not  only  his  perfon,  but  his  whole 
fortune,  brought  him  into  great  diftreffes,  and  necef- 
fitated  him  to  mortgage,  and  fell  the  greateff:  part  of  his 
lands.*  He  married  Margaret  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
William  Wickham,  great-grandfon  of  Agnes,  filler  to 
William  of  Wickham,  founder  ofNew  College,  Oxford. 
The  lands  of  the  lord  Say  being  thus  alienated  the  barony 
lay  dormant,  and  the  heirs  male  of  the  family  were 
only  called  Fienes.  Henry,  his  fon  and  heir,  though 
he  ufed  the  tide  of  lord  Say,  had  never  fummons  to 
parliament,  and  it  remained  unclaimed  till  the  year 
1733,  when  it  was  claimed  by  John  Twilleton,  elq. 
of  Broughton,  in  Oxfordlhire,  defeended  by  the  female 
line  from  the  above  Sir  William  Fienes,  lord  Say  and 
Sele,  which  claim,  though  it  then  failed,  was  renewed 
by  his  fon  Thomas,  who  was  fummoned  to  parliament 
as  lord  Say  and  Sele,  in  1781,  and  was  father  to  the 
prefent  Gregory,  lord  Say  and  Sele.  In  the  fecond 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  Sir  William  Fienes,  lord  Say 
and  Sele,  mentioned  above,  fold  this  manor  of  Kem- 
fing  to  Sir  Geoffry  Bulleyn,'*  a wealthy  mercer  of 
London,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  in  the  37th  year 
of  king  Henry  VI.  whofe  grandfon  Thomas,  was  IherifF 

Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  iii.  p.  133. 

‘ Dugd.  Bar.  vol,  ii.  p.  246.  Philipott,  p.  20  r. 
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of  this  county  in  the  3d  and  9th  years  of  Henry  VIII. 
and  became  a man  of  great  note  in  that  reign ; for  the 
king  in  his  3d  year  made  him  one  of  the  knights  of 
his  body,  and  afterwards  embaflador  feveral  times  to 
the  emperor,  and  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain,  and 
in  the  17  th  year  of  his  reign,  on  account  of  the  great 
affeflion  which  he  bore  to  the  lady  Anne  Bulleyn,  his 
daughter,  advanced  him  to  the  tide  of  vifcount  Roch- 
ford  j and  in  his  21ft  year,  created  him,  being  then 
knight  of  the  garter,  earl  of  WiltHiire  and  Ormond, 
and  made  him  lord  privy  feal.*  He  died  in  the  30th 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  poflelTed  of  this  manor,  have 
ing  had  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  one  fon,  George,  executed 
in  his  life-time,  and  two  daughters  ; Anne,  wife  to  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  Mary,  wife  of  William  Carey,  efq. 
of  the  king’s  body,  and  anceftor  of  the  lords  Hunfdon, 
and  of  the  earls  of  Dover  and  Monmouth. 

George  Bulleyn,  the  fon  above-mentioned,  bearing 
the  title  of  vifcount  Rochford  in  his  father’s  life-time, 
was,  in  the  26th  year  of  that  reign,  made  conftable  of 
Dover- caftle,  and  warden  of  the  five  ports,  and  was 
much  favored  by  that  king,  till  the  time  of  his  change 
of  affeflion  from  queen  Anne  Bulleyn  j when  the  king, 
to  make  the  path  more  eafy  towards  the  enjoyment  of 
his  new  pafTion,  in  a fudden  and  unexpefled  guft  of 
anger,  in  his  28th  year,  committed  him  to  the  tower, 
a few  days  after  which,  he  was  arraigned  and  beheaded, 
having  had  no  iffue,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Peter’s  cha- 
pel in  the  tower.'" 

On  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Wiltfhire  without  male 
iffue,  the  king  feized  on  this  manor,  in  right  of  his  late 
wife,  the  unfortunate  Anne  Bulleyn,  the  earl’s  elder 
daughter;  and  it  remained  in  his  hands  till  the  3 2d 
year  of  his  reign,  when  by  liis  indenture  that  year,  recit- 
ing,  that  as  the  moft  noble  lady,  Anne  of  Cleves,  daugh- 

[ Pugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  305  et  feq.  “ Ibid.  p.  306. 
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ter  of  John,  late  duke  of  Cleve,  See.  came  into  his 
realm  of  England,  on  a certain  treaty  of  marriage  be- 
tween himfelf  and  the  faid  lady  Anne  j which  mar- 
riage, although  celebrated  in  the  face  of  the  church, 
yet  was  never  confummated,  for  the  conditions  of  it 
were  never  performed  in  due  time,  and  there  being 
other  great  and  important  caufes,  on  account  of  which 
the  convocation  of  the  realm,  with  aflent  of  the  parties, 
and  of  the  parliament,  had  declared  the  marriage  to  be 
invalid,  there  being  no  profpe6t  of  any  children  from 
it,  notwithftanding  which,  the  faid  lady  was  contented 
to  conforrri  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  to  free  herfelf 
and  her  confcience  of  the  faid  marriage,  and  to  remain 
at  liberty  within  the  realm  ; therefore  the  king,  confi- 
dering  her  high  birth  and  nobility,  of  his  elpecial  grace 
and  favour,  granted  her,  for  the  maintenance  of  her 
noble  eftate,  among  other  premifes,  his  manors  of 
Hever,  Seale,  and  Kemfing,  and  his  park  of  Hever, 
with  all  their  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances,  late 
belonging  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Wiltfhire,  deceafed,  and 
then  in  the  king’s  hands  ; and  all  meffuages,  lands  and 
hereditaments  whatfoever,  in  Hever,  Seale,  and  Kem- 
fing, lately  purchafed  by  the  king  of  Sir  James  Bul- 
leyn,  and  William  Bulky n,  clerk,  to  hold  to  her  during 
life,  fo  long  as  Ihe  fliould  ftay  within  the  realm  of 
England,  and  not  depart  out  of  it,  without  the  licence 
of  the  king  and  his  fuccelTors,  and  the  king  granted 
the  premifes  free  and  difeharged  of  all  outgoings,  rents, 
penfions.  See.  except  among  others  of  forty  fliillings, 
iffuing  yearly  out  of  the  lands  of  John  Tybolde,  called 
Seale  Park." 

The  lady  Ann  ofCleves  died  poflefledof  thefe  manors 
and  eftates  in  the  4th  and  5th  year  of  king  Philip  and 
queen  Mary,  when  they  reverted  again  to  the  crown  ; 
where  the  manors  of  Seale  and  Kemfing,  and  the  other 
premifes  in  thofe  parifhes,  lay  till  queen  Elizabeth,  in 

" Izacke’s  Antiq.  of  Exeter,  p.  72. 
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her  firft  year,  granted  them  to  her  klnfman,  Sir  Henry 
Carey,  whom  Ihe  had  advanced  that  year  to  the  title  of 
lord  Hunfdon,  baron  of  Hunfdon,  in  Hertfordfliire,  to 
hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice."  He  was  defcended 
of  an  antient  family,  i'eated  at  Cockington,  in  Devon- 
fliire ; one  of  whom  was  Sir  Robert  Carey,  who  in 
the  beginning  of  king  Henry  V’s  reign,  acquired  great 
renown  by  his  encountering  and  overcoming  an  Arra- 
gonian  knight,  who  had  performed  many  notable  feats 
of  arms  in  different  countries,  and  then  came  to  make 
trial  of  his  prowefs  here  in  England,  in  a long  and 
doubtful  combat  in  Smithfield  j for  which  he  was  by 
the  king  knighted,  and  reftored  to  part  of  his  father’s 
inheritance,  which  had  been  forfeited.  From  which 
time  he  bore,  as  by  the  law  of  arms  he  might,  the  coat 
armour  of  the  vanquiflaed  knight,  viz.  Argent^  on  a 
bend  fable^  three  rofes  of  the  field  barbed  and  feeded 
proper-,  the  prefent  bearing  of  this  family:  their  an- 
tient bearing  before  this  being,  Gules,  a chevron  ar- 
gent between  three  fwans  proper ; one  of  which  they 
ftill  retain  for  their  creft.  His  fon  was  William  Carey, 
who  being  in  the  battle  ofTewkfbury,  in  the  loth 
year  of  king  Edward  IV.  on  the  part  of  the  Lancaf- 
trians,  upon  the  lofs  of  that  day,  was  taken  prifoner, 
and  notwithftanding  he  was  promifed  a pardon,  loft  his 
head. 

By  his  firft  wife  he  had  a fon,  from  whom  the  Careys 
of  Cockington  defcended  ; and  by  his  fecond  a fon, 
Thomas,  who  by  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir 
Robert  Spencer,  had  two  fons ; John,  anceftor  of  Lu- 
cius, vifeount  Falkland,  flain  at  the  battle  of  Nevvbery 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  and  William,  who  being 
cfquire  of  the  body  to  king  Henry  V III.  married  Mary, 
the  youngeft  daughter  of  Thomas  Bulleyn,  earl  of 
Wiltlliire,  and  filler  to  queen  Anne  Bulleyn,  by  whom 
he  had  one  fon,  Henry,  created  lord  Hunfdon,  as 

” Rot.  Efch.  ejus  ah.  pt.  9. 
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before-mentioned  j and  a daughter,  Catherine,  married 
to  Sir  Francis  Knolles,  knight  of  the  garter. 

Lord  Hunfdon  was  afterwards  highly  favored  by  the 
queen,  who  continually  employed  him  in  offices  ot 
truft,  and  negociations  of  great  importance.  In  her 
4th  year  he  was  elefted  knight  of  the  garter,  being 
then  captain  of  the  band  of  penfioners,  and  of  the 
privy  council,  and  afterwards  lord  chamberlain,  and 
general  warden  of  the  marches  towards  Scotland  j not- 
withftanding  which,  thinking  himfelf  flighted  by  the 
queen,  in  her  not  giving  him  the  dignity  of  earl  of 
Wikfliire,  a title  which  he  thought  in  fome  meafure 
belonged  to  him,  in  right  of  Mary  his  mother,  and 
which  he  had  frequently  folicited  of  her,  he  took  it  fo 
much  to  heart,  that  it  threw  him  into  a dangerous  fick- 
nefs,  which  at  length  put  an  end  to  his  life  in  the  38th 
year  of  that  reign,  though  the  queen,  to  make  Ibme 
amends  for  her  hard  ufage  of  him,  whilft  he  lay  on  his 
death  bed,  paid  him  a gracious  vifit,  caufing  his  pa- 
tent for  the  above  earldom  to  be  drawn,  his  robes  to 
be  made,  and  both  to  be  laid  on  his  bed.  But  this 
lord,  who  could  dilTemble  neither  fick  nor  well,  told 
her,  that  as  he  was  counted  by  her  unworthy  of  this 
honour  whilft  living,  fo  he  counted  himfelf  unworthy 
of  it,  then  dying.  He  was  buried  in  the  abbey 
church  of  Weftminfter,  where  a noble  and  coftly  mo- 
nument was  ereefted  to  his  memory.  He  left  four  fons, 
George  and  John,  of  whom  hereafter ; Sir  Edmund 
Carye,  whofe  defendants  fucceeded  to  the  tide  of 
lord  Hunfdon,  alter  the  failure  of  the  defendants  of 
his  two  elder  brothers  ; and  Robert,  who,  after  being 
knighted,  was  created  baron  of  Lepington,  and  earl  of 
Monmouth,  which  branch  is  now  extinft. 

George,  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  his  father  in  ho- 
nours, and  in  this  eftate  j foon  Rfter  which,  he  was 
made  captain  of  the  band  of  penfioners,  and  lord  cham- 
berlain. He  was  alfo  elefted  knight  of  the  garter, 
made  governor  of  die  Ifle  of  Wight,  and  of  the  privy 

council. 


KEMSING. 


43 

council.  He  died  in  the  id  year  of  king  James, 
leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  John 
Spencer,  of  Althorpe,  in  Northamptonfhire,  one  foie 
daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  afterwards  married  to 
Sir  Thomas,  fon  and  heir  of  Henry,  lord  Berkeley, 
upon  which  this  eftate  came  to  his  next  brother,  John, 
who  fucceeded  him  likewife  in  the  honour,  and  who, 
during  his  brother's  life,  being  then  a knight,  had  been 
conftituted  a warden  of  the  eaft  marches  towards  Scot- 
land. John,  lord  Hunfdon,  died  poflefled  of  this 
manor,  in  1617.'’  He  was  fucceeded  in  the  poffelTion 
of  it  by  Henry,  his  eldefl:  fon  and  heir,  who  foon  af- 
terwards conveyed  the  manors  of  Sevenoke,  Kemfing, 
and  Seale,  to  Richard  Sackvill,  earl  ofDorfet ; who, 
referving  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs  a leafe  of  them  for 
ninety-nine  years,  quickly  after  palTed  them  away 
again  to  Mr.  Henry  Smith,  citizen  and  alderman  of 
London  j who,  during  his  life-time,  veiled  them  in 
truftees  for  the  performance  of  certain  charitable  ufes, 
which  he  confirmed  by  his  laft  will,  dated  in  1627, 
as  will  be  related  more  at  large  under  Sevenoke  ; 
but  the  pofleffion  of  it  continued  by  leafe  in  the  fuc- 
ceffive  earls  and  dukes  ofDorfet,  until  his  grace,  John- 
Frederick,  duke  of  Dorfet,  by  exchange  for  other 
lands  elfewhere,  a few  years  ago  obtained  the  fee  of  it, 
an  afl  of  parliament  having  paflcd  for  that  purpofe, 
and  he  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
the  manor  of  Kemfing. 

Crowdleham  is  a feat  in  this  parifii,  which  has 
been  for  fome  generations  in  the  pofleffion-of  the  family 
of  Bunce,  who  came  out  of  Wiltlhire  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  and  fettled  in  Kent  j one  of  whom, 
Edward  Bunce,  was  of  Malmfbury,  and  had  a fon, 
John,  who  was  of  Otterden,  in  this  county,  whofe  fon 
James  died  in  1606,  and  was  buried  at  Otterden, 

p Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  398. 
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leaving,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Matthew 
Raynef,  five  fons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Simon, 
the  eldefl,  was  of  Otterden  and  Linfted,  in  this  county. 
He  died  in  i6ii,  and  lies  buried  at  Otterden,  with 

Dorothy  his  wife,  daughter  of  'Grimfditch,  of 

Chefter,  leaving  an  only  daiughter  and  heir  Anne,  mar- 
ried to  Sir  William  Brockman,  of  Newington  ; James 
was  of  London,  of  whom  hereafter  ; Stephen  was  of 
Boughton  Malherbe,  and  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Arthur 
Barnham,  was  anceftor  of  the  Bunces,  of  Throwley, 
&c.  Of  the  daughters,  Anne,  married  Henry  Elwin, 
of  Stalisfield  ; and  Margaret  was  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Southoufe.’’ 

James  Bunce,  one  of  the  younger  fons  as  above- 
mentioned,  was  bred  a merchant  in  London,  for  which 
city  he  was  fometime  burgefs  in  parliament.  He  died 
in  1631,  having  left  by  his  will  feveral  charities  to  the 
parifli  of  Otterden,  and  augmented  the  vica;rage  of 
Jvemfing,  and  lies  buried  in  St.  Benet,  Grace-church, 
London,  with  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  of  George 
Holmeden,  gent,  of  this  county,  who  died  in  1612.'^ 
By  her  ' he  left  two  fons,  J ames  and  Mathew,  and  a 
daughter  Mary. 

James  Buhee,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  free  of  the  Fifh- 
monger’s  company,  and  was  flieriff  of  London  in  the 
1 9th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  and  afterwards  made  an 
alderman  ; but  being  a fteady  royalift,  and  refufing  to 
comply  with  thbfe  in  power,  in  eftablifliing  a common- 
v/ealth  in  this  kingdom,  he  was,  with  the  lord-mayor, 
and  others  of  his  brethren,  in  1647,  committed  to  the 
tower ; after  which  he  was  difplaced  from  all  his 
offices,*  and  his  eftates  were  declared,  by  an  order  in 
parliament  paffied  in  1651,  forfeited  for- treafon 
againft  the  parliament 'and  people  of  England,  arid 
were  veiled  in  trullces,  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of 
the  ftate.‘  ' • . : 

Viftn,  CO.  of  Kent,  1619.  ^ Strvpe’s  Stow’s  Surveys, 

book  ii.  p.  178.  ’ Ibid,  book  v.  p.  1.14. 
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After  the.reftoradon  of  king  Charles  II.  he  was  re- 
ftored  to  his  place  as  alderman,  and  knighted ; and 
further,  in  confideration  of  his  fufferings  for  the  royal 
family,  he  had  a warrant  for  a baronet’s  patent,  which 
neither  he,  nor  any  of  his  defeendants,  ever  took  out,“ 
though  I find  him  ftiled  in  deeds  and  writings.  Sir 
James  Bunce,  of  Eaft  Greenwich,  knight  and  baronet. 
He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Gipps,  efq-. 
by  whom  he  left  James  Bunce,  who  was  of  Kem.fing, 
and  in  1661  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Hugeffen,  of  Norton,  by  whom  he  had  feven  fons, 
and  alfo  two  daughters,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth,  of  whom 
John,  the  eldeft  furviving  fon,  in  1699  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  Bernard,  gent,  of  Playhatch,  in  Ox- 
fordlhire,  his  father  being  then  living,  who  fettled  his 
eitate  In  Kemfing,  together  with  the  parfonage  or  rec- 
tory impropriate  of  Kemfing  and  Seale,  on  his  fon, 
and  his  ilfue  on  this  marriage.  After  his  father’s  death 
he  called  himfelf  Sir  John  Bunce,.  bart.  of  Kemfing." 
He  had  by  his  wife  above-mentioned,  a fon  James, 
who  likewife  ftiled  himfelf  of  Kemfing,  bart.  He  died 
in  1741,  and  was  fucceeded  in  this  feat  and  eftate  by 
his  fon  and  heir,  James  Bunce,  who  now  poftefles  it, 
and  refides  here.  He  has  been  three  times  married,  and 
has  by  his  prefent  wife  one  I'on  and  two  daughters. 
The  family  of  Bunce  bear  for  their  arms,  Aztire,  on 
a fefs  argent  three  eagles  difplayed  vert ^ bettveen  three 
boars  pajj'ant  of  the  fecond^  . ; 

..  . CHJRiriES. 

John  Porter  gave  by  will, in  1678,  totheuflier  of  Sevenoke 
fchool  and  his  fuccelTors  for  ever,  for  educating  the  youth  of 
Kemfing  and  Seale,  out  of  lands  In  S6al,  vefled  in  Mrs.  Harding, 
and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  lol.  - 

■ Kemsing  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic:? 
TioN  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 

* Scob.  Coll.  pt.  ii.  p.  156,;  * GulHim.  pt.  ii.  p.  -’203. 

Coll.  Bar.  vol.  iii.,  p.  29.  Viftn.  co.  Kent,  1619, 
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The  church  (lands  on  the  north  fide  of  the  village, 
and  is  dedicated  to  St.  Edith,  whofe  image,  let  up  in 
this  church- yard,  was  greatly  frequented  for  the  lin- 
gular benefits  Ihe  daily  difpenfed  in  prelerving  corn  and 
grain  from  blalling,  mill-dew,  and  other  harm  inci- 
dent to  hJ  It  is  a finall  church,  confiding  of  only  one 
ifle  and  a chancel,  having  a pointed  llecple  at  the  well 
end,  in  which  are  two  bells.  There  are  but  few  mo- 
numents or  infcriptions  in  it,  in  the  chancel  there  is  a 
grave  Hone,  with  the  figure  of  a man,  and  an  infcrip- 
tion  in  brafs  in  black  letter,  for  Thomas  de  Hop,  and 
at  the  call  end  a mural  monument  for  Michael  Jermin, 
D,  D.  obt.  Augull  14,  1659,  aet.  70.* 

In  the  year  1397,  anno  21  king  Richard  II.  the  king 
granted  licence  to  Guy  Mone,  to  give  the  advowfon 
of  the  church  of  Kemfing  to  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Bermondfey  for  ever.*  In  which  year  they  obtained 
the  pope’s  bull,'’  to  appropriate  it  with  the  chapel  of 
Seale  annexed  to  it,  to  the  ule  and  fupport  of  their 
convent;  referving,  neverthelels,  out  of  the  fruits, 
rents,  and  profits  of  the  church  and  chapel,  for  a per- 
petual vicar  to  be  inllituted  in  it  by  the  ordinary,  a fit 
portion,  by  which  he  might  be  maintained,  the  epifcopal 
dues  be  paid,  and  other  burthens  incumbent  on  him 
might  be  conveniently  borne.' 

In  confequence  of  which,  John  (de  Bottlelham)  bi- 
Ihop  of  Rocheller,  by  his  inllrument,  dated  061.  12, 
anno  1402,'*  with  the  confent  of  the  abbot  and  con- 
vent of  Bermondefey,  endowed  the  vicarage  of  this 
church  as  follows : 

Firll,  he  decreed,  that  there  Ihould  be  a perpetual 
vicarage,  to  be  held  and  poflefled  as  a perpetual  eccle- 
fiallical  benefice  in  the  church  of  Kemfing,  which  he 
endowed  out  of  the  fruits,  rents,  and  profits  of  the  faid 

Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  560.  '•  Pope  Boniface  IX.  in  his 

* See  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii,  8th  year, 
p.  2.3^'  ' Reg.  RofF.  p.  450. 

» Dugd.  Mon.  vol.i.  p.  643.  ^ Regift. Bottlelham,  f.  177. 
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church  and  the  chapel  of  Seale  ; the  vicar  of  which, 
who  Ihould  be  intitled  to  it,  by  the  abbot  and  convent, 
proprietaries  of  this  church,  fhould  be  from  time  to 
time  prefented  to  the  bifhop  and  his  fucceflbrs,  and 
inducted  by  the  archdeacon  ; and  he  ordained,  that 
the  abbot  and  convent,  and  their  fucceffors,  proprie- 
taries of  it,  in  right  of  the  fame,  fhould  take,  have,  and 
freely  enjoy,  all  and  every  kind  of  great  tythes,  viz.  of 
corn,  of  whatfoever  fort  it  be,  and  of  hay,  growing 
within  the  bounds  and  limits,  or  titheable  places  of  the 
ciiurch  and  chapel,  the  tithe  of  the  grange  or  field  of 
Budirevere  within  this  parifh  only  excepted  ; and  he 
ordained,  that  the  repair  of  the  chancel  of  the  church, 
in  the  walls,  glafs  windows,  and  roof,  and  alfo  the  pay- 
ing of  all  papal  and  royal  tenths  and  procurations,  and 
the  procurations  of  legates  of  the  apoftolic  fee,  of 
archbifhops,  bifhops,  and  archdeacons,  (the  bifhop  and 
his  church  of  Rochefter  being  always  laved  harmlefs, 

- on  account  of  this  appropriation)  fhould  belong  to  the 
abbot  and  convent,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  to  be  paid  and 
performed  at  their  colls  and  expences ; and  he  ordained, 
that  the  abbot  and  convent,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  fliould ' 
caufe  forty  pence  in  money,  or  meat  and  drink  of  as 
much  value,  to  be  yearly  diflributed  to,  and  bellowed 
on,  the  poor,  and  more  indigent  parilliioners  of  the 
church  of  Kemfing,  towards  their  relief  and  fupport, 
out  of  the  profits  of  the  church  ; and  he  ordained,  that 
the  tithes  of  the  food  of  all  animals,  and  of  pidgeons, 
and  other  titheable  matters  accruing  within  the  redory, 
and  the  llraw  of  the  church  and  chapel,  fo  long  as  the 
redory  fliould  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  abbot  and 
convent,  and  be  in  no  wife  let  to  ferm,  Ihould  belong 
to  them,  as  proprietaries  of  the  parifh  church ; but  if 
the  fame  fhould  be  let  to  ferm,  then  he  ordained,  that 
the  tithes  of  the  food  of  animals,  &c.  as  above-men- 
tioned, fliould  belong  to  the  vicar  of  the  vicarage  of 
the  fame,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  with  this  ex- 
ception however,  that  if  the  abbot  and  convent  fhould 

let 
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let  to  ferm  any  of  their  ifock,  with  the  re6lory,  no 
tithe  fhould  be  taken  of  that  (lock  j and  he  ordained, 
that  tlie  abbot  and  convent  fhould  caiife  to  be  built  at 
their  colls  and  expences,  for  that  rime  onh’’,  a compe- 
tent dwelling  on  a part  of  the  glebe  and  foil  of  the  rec- 
tory allotted  for  that  puipofe,  in  which  he  ordained, 
that  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  fliould  re  fide  ; and  he 
ordained,  that  the  portion  of  the  vicar  fhould  be  as 
follows  : that  he  fliould  take  and  have  all  oblations  and 
obventions  of  the  altar,  as  well  in  the  parifh  church  of 
Kemling,  as  in  the  chapel  of  Seale,  and  the  fmall  tythes, 
of  what  kind  or  nature  foever  they  be,  accruing  within 
the  parifh  of  the  faid  church  and  chapel,  and  the  tithe- 
able  places  of  the  fame,  and  alfo  all  great  and  fmall 
tithes  whatfoever,  in  and  of  the  grange  or  field  called 
Budyrevere,  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  parifli 
of  the  church  of  Kemfing  ; and  he  ordained,  that  the 
vicar  for  the  time  being  fhould  have  the  cure  of  all 
and  fingular  the  parifhioners  of  the  faid  church  and 
chapel,  and  that  he  fhould  find,  at  his  own  cofts  and 
expences,  a proper  chaplain  to  celebrate  divine  offices 
in  the  faid  chapel,  and  duly  adminifter  the  facraments 
and  ecclefiaftical  facramentals  in  the  fame,  and  alfo  the 
bread,  wine,  and  lights,  neceffary  and  accuftomed  at 
the  celebrating  divine  offices  in  the  faid  church  and 
chapel } and,  laftly,  he  pronounced  and  declared,  that 
the  above  was  a fufficicnt  and  competent  portion  for 
the  vicar,  and  fuch  as  from  it  he  would  be  able  to  fup- 
port  himfelf,  to  keep  hofpitality,  and  conveniently 
fupport  the  burthens  incumbent  on  him.  Which  en- 
dowment was  confirmed  by  the  abbot  and  convent  the 
day  after,  under  their  common  feal.'" 

The  above  appropriation  and  endowment  was  con- 
firmed by  John  Langdon,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  in 
1422,  who  further  ordained,  with  the  confent  of  the 
abbot  and  convent,  that  no  future  vicar  might  have  any 
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caufe  to  complain,  that  he  fhould  receive  yearly,  from 
the  abbot  and  convent,  fourteen  Ihillings  of  Englifh 
money,  beyond  the  portion  before  afTigned  to  him  as 
before-mentioned  ; and  it  was  then  agreed  between  the 
bilhop  and  the  abbot  and  convent,  that  the  bifhop 
fhould  receive  in  future,  out  of  the  fruits  and  profits 
of  the  faid  church  and  chapel,  6s.  8d.  yearly  of  En- 
glifli  money,  as  an  indemnity  to  the  church  of  Ro- 
chefter  for  any  injury  it  might  have  received,  by  reafon 
of  the  appropriation  of  this  church  and  chapel. 

All  which  was  confirmed  by  the  abbot  and  convent, 
under  their  common  feal,  the  day  and  year  above- 
mentioned.*^ 

On  the  diflfolution  of  the  monafiery  of  St.  Saviour’s, 
Bermondefey,  which  happened  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  this  church,  with  the  chapel  of  Seale  an- 
nexed was  furrendered,  among  the  reft  of  the  poftefllons 
of  that  houfe,  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  became  part  of 
the  poflefTions  of  the  crown,  after  which  queen  Eliza- 
beth granted  this  reftory  to  Sir  Peter  Manwood ; in 
king  Charles  I’s  reign,  it  was  in  the  poflefTion  of  James 
Bunce,  efq.  whofe  defcendant,  James  Bunce,  efq.  of 
Crowdleham,  in  this  parifh,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

But  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  feems  to  have  been 
granted,  with  the  manor  of  Kemfing,  to  Henry  Carey, 
lord  Hunfdon,  fince  which  it  has  continued  unalien- 
ated, for  many  generations,  the  property  of  the  earls  and 
dukes  of  Dorfet,  and  is  now  in  the  pofleftion  of  his 
grace  John  Frederick  duke  of  Dorfet. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  fifteen  marcs.® 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjton  of  enqidry  into  the  'Value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  iftuing  out  of  chancery, 
it  was  returned,  that  here  was  a parfonage  and  vicarage; 
the  parfonage  tithes  being  about  forty  pounds  per  an- 
num, and  the  glebe  land  thereunto  belonging,  worth 

^ Reg.  RofF.  p.  453.  * Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456, 
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ten  pounds,  mafter  Bunce  being  patron,  but  it  was 
then  fequeftered,  and  that  the  vicarage,  tythes,  and 
houfe,  were  worth  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ; 
that  there  was  iflliing  out  of  the  parfonage  to  the  vicar, 
by  compofition  from  the  abbot,  two  pounds  per  an- 
num, and  by  the  will  of  mafter  Bunce  fix  pounds  per 
annum,  in  all  eighteen  pounds,  mafter  Barton  then 
incumbent.'' 

This  vicarage,  with  Seale  annexed,  is  valued  in  the 
king’s  books  at  19I.  13s.  4d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at 
il.  9s.  4d. 


CHURCH  OF  KEMSING. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented. 

Abbot  and  Convent  of  Bermondefey 


Earl  of  Dorfet. 


Duke  of  Dorfet, 


h Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-librar)*, 
voL  xix.  Eft.  Thef.  p.  383. 

1 Prynne,  p,  598. 
k Reg.  Roff.  p.  ,13. 
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fames  Sinebald,  reftor,  anno 
22  Edward  I.i 
John  de  Dittone,  in  1 3 1 6.^ 

VICARS. 

John  Baker in  1644. 

Barton,,  in  1650. 

Max.  Buck,  1673,  obt.  April 
18,  1720.’ 

Rob.  Parran,  inft.  Ap.  30,  i 720. 
Thomas  Curteis,  inftituted  June 

1739- 

Gregory  Sharpe^  D.  D.  refigned 
1 761.'” 

Cafw'ell  Winder,  obt,  July  30, 
1770. 

William  Humphry,  1770,  the 
prefent  vicar.® 

Jn  Mafler  of  the  Temple, 
n Alfo  reftor  of  Halfted. 
o He  was  prefented  to  Birling  rec- 
tory in  1782,  which  he  holds  with 
this  by  difpenfation. 
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SEALE 

LIES  the  next  parifh  fouthward  from  Kemfing. 
It  is  called  in  antient  records,  La  Sele  and  De 
LA  Sele. 

This  parish  has,  in  the  upper  part  of  it,  much 
wafte  ground  in  it,  which  is  a dreary  barren  fand, 
confiding  in  this  and  the  adjoining  parifhes  eaftward, 
of  feveral  hundred  acres,  being  in  general  covered  with 
heath  and  furze,  with  fome  fcrubby  wood  interfperfed 
among  the  hills,  which  are  high,  and  fome  of  them 
of  large  extent  j the  foil  in  the  middle  part  of  the 
parifh  is  Kentifh  rock  done,  and  below  that  very  rich 
and  fertile.  It  is  computed  to  contain  about  three 
thoufand  acres  of  land.  The  high  road  from  Wef- 
terham,  over  Wrotham  heath,  to  Maiddone,  leads 
acrofs  this  parifh  ; on  which,  near  the  eadern  boun- 
dary of  it,  is  the  village  of  Seale,  having  the  church 
on  the  north  fide  of  it;  and  near  the  wedern  boun- 
dary, on  the  fame  road,  is  a large  hamlet,  called  Seale 
Chart,  about  half  a mile  northward  of  which  is  the' 
old  feat  of  Stonepit ; and  about  as  far  on  the  other 
fide  that  of  Diggin’s,  now  called  the  Grove,  the  re- 
fidence  of  Mrs.  Harding,  widow  of  Nicholas  Hard- 
ing, efq.  and  fider  to  the  late  Charles  earl  Camden  ; 
beyond  which  is  Hall-place,  fituated  among  the  cop- 
pice woods,  where  there  are  the  feveral  commons  of 
Godding-green,  Falk-common,  and  Beechet-green  ; 
the  parilh  extending  here  with  a nook  fouthward,  as 
far  as  Under  River.  The  parifh  of  Sevenoke  comes  up 
as  far  as  the  grounds  of  Wildernefs,  which  is  fituated 
only  a fmall  didance  fouthward  of  Seale  village,  and 
likewife  bounds  it  towards  the  wed.  There  is  a fair 
held  here  on  June  6,  for  pedlary  and  toys- 

The  manor  of  Seale  has,  from  the  earlied  ac- 
counts of  it,  had  the  fame  owners  that  the  manor  of 
Kemfing  has,  as  may  be  feen  more  at  large  in  the 
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deicription  of  that  place.  ' If  will  be  fufficient  there- 
fore to  obferve,  that  in  king  John’s  reign  it  was  in  the 
poflellion  of  Baldwin  de  Betun,  earl  of  Alberrparle, 
from  whom  it  paffed,  by  marriage,  into  the  family  of 
the  Marefchals,  earls  of  Pembroke, p and  thence  again 
in  like  manner  to  Roger  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk, 
from  whofe  heir  it  paffed  by  fale  to  Otho  de  Grandi- 
fon ; and  he,  two  years  afterwards,  procured  the 
king’s  fpecial  charter  for  a market  every  week,  upon 
a Monday,  at  his  manor  of  De  la  Sele,  near  Kem* 
fmg,  with  a fair  every  year,  upon  the  eve,  day,  and 
morrow  of  the  apoftles  Peter  and  Paul,  and  one  day 
following.  He  died  without  iffue,  leaving  William 
de  Grandifon,  his  brother,  his  heir,  whofe  grandfon. 
Sir  Thomas  Grandifon,  died  poffeffed  of  this  manor 
in  the  50th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  leaving  his  wife 
Margaret  furviving,  w^ho  likewife  died  poffeffed  of  it 
in  the  i8th  year  of  king  Richard  II.  After  which  it 
came  to  Sir  William  de  Bryene,  who  died  in  1 395,  and 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  w'ith  his  effigies  mailed  in 
armour,  with  a huntfman’s  horn  at  his  head  ; which 
feems  to  denote  that  he  held  fome  land  by  cornage 
tenure  and  after  his  death  to  Sir  William  Fynes, 
in  whole  defendants,  lords  Say  and  Sele,  it  remained 
till  it  again  paffed  by  fale  to  the  Bulleyns,  with  whom 
it  continued  till  Thomas  Bulleyn,  earl  of  Wiltlhire, 
dying  without  male  iffue,  king  Henry  VIII.  feized 
on  it  in  right  of  his  late  wife,  the  unfortunate  Anne 
Bulleyn.  Two  years  after  which  he  granted  it  to  his 
repudiated  wife,  the  lady  Anne  of  Cleves,  to  hold  for 
her  life,  and  fhe  died  poffeffed  of  this  manor  in  the  4th 
and  5th  years  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  when 
it  reverted  again  to  the  crown,  where  it  flaid  till  queen 
Elizabeth,  in  her  1 ft  year,  granted  it  to  her  kinlman, 
Sir  Henry  Carey,  lord  Hunfdon,  from  whom  the 

p Dugd.  Bar.  yol.  i p,  63,  602.  Pfailipott,  p.  309. 
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manor  of  Seale  defcended  to  his  grandfon,  Henry  lord 
Hunfdon,  who,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  palled  it 
away,  with  the  manors  of  Kemfing  and  Sevenoke,  to 
Richard  Sackyille  earl  of  Dorfet,  who,  referring  to 
himfelf  and  his  heirs,  a leafe  of  the  fame,  quickly  af- 
ter pafled  them  away  again  to  Mr.  Henry  Smith,  ci- 
tizen and  alderman  of  London,  who,  veiled  them  in 
truftees,  for  certain  charitable  ufes,  which  he  confirmed 
by  his  laft  wiHj  in  the  year  1627,  as  will  be  related 
more  at  large  under  Sevenoke,  But  this  manor,  as 
well  as  Kemfing,  were  demifed  by  leafe  to  the  fuc- 
ceflive  earls  and  dukes  of  Dorfet,  until  his  grace  John 
Frederick,  duke  of  Dorfet,  a few  years  ago,  by  an  ex- 
change of  lands  elfewhere,  obtained  the  fee  of  both 
thefe  manors,  and  is  the  prefent  owner  of  them. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
the  manor  of  Seale. 

About  three  quarters  of  a mile  fouth-eaflward  from 
the  village  of  Seale  lies  the  manor  of  Hall,  with 
the  feat  called  Hall-place,  which,  in  the  36th  of 
king  Edward  III.  was  the  patrimony  of  Tho.  Champ- 
neis,  who  that  year  conveyed  part  of  it  to  Sir  John 
Wroth,  of  Enfield,  who  had  been  lord-mayor  of 
London  in  the  34th  year  of  that  reign ; and  he,  in 
the  2d  year  of  king  Richard  II.  alienated  his  interell 
in  it  to  Thomas  Lovell,  who  purchafed  the  remain- 
ing part  of  this  eftate  of  Robert  Champneis,  and  thus 
became  poflefled  of  the  whole  of  it.  His  feoffees,  in 
trufl,  conveyed  this  manor,  with  Hall-place,  in  the 
nth  year  of  king  Henrv  IV.  to  Thomas  Theobald, 
alias  Tybold,  and  Maud  his  wife;  in  which  family  it 
remained  till  John  Theobald,  alias  Tybold,  in  the 
27th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  alienated  it  to  Wil- 
liam Porter,  whofe  family  feems  to  have  had  fome 
property  in  this  place  before;  for  in  the  loth  year  of 
king  Edward  IV.  John  Alphey  releafed,  by  deed,  his 
right  in  Hall  to  William  Porter,  efq. 
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This  eflate  continued  in  the  defcendants  of  this 
name  to  Mr.  Andrew  Porter,  who,  leaving  a foie 
daughter  and  heir,  Elizabeth,  die  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage, about  the  end  of  king  Charles  T.’s  reign  to 
Peter  Stowell,  regifter  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter. 
After  which  it  was  fold  into  the  name  of  Thompfon, 
in  which  it  continued  for  feveral  generations  till  Mr. 
T.  Thompfon  fold  it,  in  1781,  to  his  grace  John  Fre- 
derick duke  of  Dorfet,  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of 
it,  hut  Mr.  Thompfon  ftill  refides  in  it. 

W ILDERNESS  is  a feat  near  the  boundaries  of  this 
parilli,  next  to  Scvenoke.  It  was  formerly  called 
Stidulfe  s-placCy  to  which  belonged  a manor  of  the 
fame  name,  part  of  the  demefne  lands  of  which  lay 
in  that  parilh,  where  they  are  ftill  known  by  the  name 
of  Stedall’s  Hoath-farm.  This  place  afforded  both 
refidence  and  furname  to  the  family  of  Stidulfe,  who’ 
pofTeft'ed  it,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent^  on  a chief 
fable  two  wolves  heads  couped  of  the  firjl ; which  arms 
were  likewife  borne  by  thofe  of  this  name  in  Surry, 
who  were  defcended  from  thefe  in  Kent. 

Robert  de  Stidulfe  is  mentioned  in  antient  deeds, 
without  date,  to  have  held  this,  and  much  other 
land,  in  Seale.  In  the  36th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
Reginald  Stidulfe,  of  Stidulfe,  accounted  with  Tho- 
mas Champneis  for  land  held  of  his  manor  of  Hall. 
One  of  this  family  married  the  daughter  and  coheir 
of  Badfell,  in  Tudeley,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 
whofe  grand  daughter,  Agnes,  carried  that  eftate,  and 
much  land  in  this  parifti  and  Eaft  Peckham,  to 
Richard  Vane,  alias  Fane,  anceftor  to  the  earls  of 
Weftmoreland.* 

William  Stidulfe,  about  the  nth  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  conveyed  this  eftate  to  William  Quintin, 
who  had  before,  anno  3 king  Henry  VI.  purchafed 
lands  in  this  parilh,  called  Hilks.  His  fon,  Oliver 

f Philipott,  p.  310,  347. 
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Qaintln,  was  of  Seale,’  and  by  his  will,  in  the  2d  year 
of  king  Edward  IV.  devifed  his  eftates  here  to  his 
eldeft  fon,  Thomas,  who  figned  his  name  Thomas 
Quintin,  fon  of  Oliver.  His  fon  John  was  called 
Quintin,  alias  Oliver,  and  poflefled  this  eftate,  from 
whom  it  defcended  to  his  great  grandfon,  Robert 
Oliver,  alias  Quintin,  who  was  of  Leyborne,  in  this 
county;  and  about  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  fold  this  manor,  with  Stidulfe’s-place,  in  Seale, 
and  Stidulfe’s  Hoath-farm,  in  Sevenoke,  to  Richard 
Tybold,  alias  Theobald,  fecondary  of  the  queen’s 
remembrancer  in  the  exchequer,  whofe  anceftors  had 
refided  in  this  parifli,  where  they  had  poffeffed  lands 
for  fome  defcents  before ; at  which  time  it  appears, 
that  they  had  lands  in  this  parilh,  called  the  Park, 
held  of  the  queen,  as  of  her  honour  of  Newbery.‘ 

He  died  in  1569,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
as  do  his  feveral  defcendants.  At  length  one  of  them, 
Stephen  Theobald,  to  whom  Robert  Cooke,  claren- 
cieux,  in  1583,  confirmed  the  coat  of  arms  then  ufed 
by  him,  viz.  GuleSyJtx  crofs  crojlets  fitchee  or^dy'm^  in 
1619,  left  by  Catherine,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Caryll,  efq.  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  Catherine, 
married  to  Edward  Michell,  efq.  and  Margaret  to 
David  Polhill,  gent,  of  Otford.  They  (hared  their 
father’s  inheritance  between  them  ; and  upon  the  di- 
vifion  of  it,  this  manor,  and  the  large  and  antient 
manfion,  called  Stidulfe’s-place,  together  with  Sti- 
dulfe’s Hoath-farm,  was  allotted  to  the  former;  one 
of  whofe  defcendants,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II. 
fold  the  manor,  with  Stidulfe’s-place,  and  the  lands 
belonging  to  it  in  this  parifh,  to  Sir  Charles  Bicker- 
ftaffe,  defcended  of  the  antient  family  of  Bickcrftaffes, 
of  Bickerftaffe,  in  the  county  of  Lancafter.  He  re- 
fided at  Stidulfe’s-place,  the  name  of  which  he  changed 

’ Vifitation  Co.  Kent.  Pedigree,  Quintin. 
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to  that  of  M'^ildernefs^  by  which  it  has  ever  fince  been 
called,  and  enclofed  the  ground  about  his  houfe  for 
a park. 

He  died  in  1704,  and  was  buried  here,  being  pof- 
fefled  of  this  manor  and  feat,  which  was  foon  aiter- 
wards  fold,  by  his  truilees,  for  which  an  ad;  paffed 
anno  2 and  3 queen  Anne,  to  John  Pratt,  efq.  fer- 
geant-at-law,  defcended  originally  from  Devonlhire, 
one  of  whom  was  owner  of  Carefwell  priory,  near 
Columpton,  in  that  county,  in  the  middle  of  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  who  bore  for  their  arms.  Sable  on  a 
fefSy  between  three  elephants  heads^  erajed  argent^  as 
many  mullets  of  the  firft.  He  refided  at  Wildernels  oc- 
cafionally,  and  in  1714,  was  appointed  a juhice  of  the 
King’s-bench,  and  knighted,  after  that  a cominiffioner 
of  the  Great-feal,  and  in  1718,  chief  juftice  of  the 
fame  bench.  He  died  in  1724,  having  been  twice 
married,  and  leaving  by  each  wife  feveral  children. 
By  the  fecond  he  had  one  fon,  Charles,  created  earl 
Camden,  of  whom  an  account  has  already  been  given 
under  Chefilhurft Jane  married  to  Nicholas  Hard- 
ing, efq.  Anne  Maria  to  the  late  Thomas  Leonard 
Barrett,  lord  Dacre,  and  feveral  other  Tons  and  daugh- 
ters. He  was  fucceeded  in  this  eflate  by  his  eldeft 
fon,  by  his  firft  wife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Henry  Gregory,  John  Pratt,  efq.  who  married 
firft  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  Jeffry  Jeffries,  of 
Brecknock- priory,  by  whom  he  had  a fon,  John,  and 
one  daughter ; and  fecondly  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Robert  Tracy,  efq.  of  Cofecombe,  in  Gloucefterlhire, 
by  whom  he  had  a fon,  Robert,  who  afterwards  in- 
inherited  that  eftate,  but  died,/.^^.  John  Pratt,  efq. 
above  mentioned,  eldeft  fon  of  the  chief  juftice,  re- 
fided afterwards  at  Wildernefs,  of  which  he  died  pof- 
feffed  in  1770,  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldeft 
fon,  by  his  firft  wife,  John  Pratt,  efq.  who,  in  1786, 
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married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Sir  Jofeph  Eyles,  by  whom 
he  had  no  iflue;  he  removed  to  Sevenoke,  where  he 
died  in  1797;  at  which  time  he  gave  this  feat  to 
his  nephew,  the  prefent  Rt.  Hon.  John  Jefferies,  eari 
of  Camden,  who  is  the  prefent  polfetfor  of  it. 

About  a mile  eaftward  from  the  church  hands  an 
antient  feat,  called  Stonepit,  from  the  foil  where 
it  is  fituated,  which  was  formerly  the  eftate  of  the 
Ty bolds,  or  Theobalds,  before  mentioned,  who  pbf* 
feifed  it  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  It  after- 
wards became  the  eftate  and  refidence  of  the  family 
of  Piers,  of  Weftfield,  in  Sufl'ex,  of  which  place  was 
Laurence  Piers,  who  married  Catharine,  daughter  of 
John  Theobald,  efq.  of  Stonepit,  by  which  marriage 
he  came  into  the  pofl'effion  of  this  feat,  to  which  he 
afterwards  removed;  and  his  fon,  Sir  Thomas  Piers, 
bart.  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1680,  and  lies  buried  in 
this  church,  as  does  his  grandfon.  Sir  George  Piers, 
bart.  who  died  poflefled  of  this  place,  in  1720;  foon 
after  which  it  was  fold  to  Richard  Goodhugh,  efq, 
from  which  name  it  pafled,  by  a female  heir,  Sarah, 
in  marriage  to  Mr.  Richard  Round  ; whofe  fon,  Mr. 
Richard  Round,  refided  here,  and  died  poflTefled  of  it, 
leaving  by  his  wife,  Sarah,  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Mr.  Stephen  Amhurft,  of  Weft  Farleigh,  feveral  in- 
fant children,  whofe  truftees  are  now  in  poireflion  of  it. 

There  was  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  called  Nul- 
COMB,  now  unknown;  which,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  III.  was  the  property  of  Sir  Thomas  Cawne, 
who  lies  buried  in  Ightham  church,  his  figure  lying  at 
length  on  his  tomb;  on  his  breaft  are  his  arms,  J/iox 
rampant  ermine^  a la  qnevee  furchee, 

CHARITIES. 

John  Pelset  gaveby  will,  in  1558, lands  then  veiled  in  Wni. 
Maynard,  but  now  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  William  Harvey,  efq. 
for  the  uie  of  the  poor  of  this  parifli,  and  now  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  6s.  8d. 
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John  Porter  gave  by  will,  in  1678,  to  to  the  uflier  of  Se- 
venoke  Itlioul  and  his  liicceflors,  for  educating  the  youth  of 
Kenifing  and  Seale,  out  of  lands  in  this  parifli,  verted  in  Mrs. 
Harding,  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  lol.  and  out  of  the 
fame  lands  2I.  per  annum,  the  fame  being  verted  in  Mrs.  Hard- 
ing, to  be  paid  to  the  two  mort  antient  married  perfons,  dwelling 
in  Seale,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

Francis  Bickerstaffe  gave  by  will,  in  1 73  i,  for  the  cloath- 
ingand  educating  eight  poor  girls  of  this  parirti,  20I.  per  annum, 
to  be  paid  out  of  lands  verted  in  the  heirs  of  the  late  lady  Smythe, 
and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

Wn.LiAM  Baker  gave  by  will,  in  1780,  inland,  fortbeufeof 
the  poor  of  this  parifh,  il.  6s.  per  annum,  verted  in  Thomas 
Turner  and  Judith  Flumphry,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

Seale  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of  Mai- 
ling. The  church,  which  ftands  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  village,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter.  It  was  always 
efteemed  as  a chapel  to  Kemfing,  and  as  luch  is  not 
rated  apart  in  the  king’s  books.  It  confifts  of  two 
ifles  and  two  chancels,  having  a fquare  tower,  and 
five  bells. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials,  in  the  north  ijle,  on 
a grave  ftone,  were  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman,  in  brafs. 
fince  lort,  blit  thofe  of  ten  boy^  and  twelve  girls  yet  remain, 
which,  by  tradition,  belonged  to  one  of  the  family  of  Theobald, 
and  probably  fo,  by  the  great  number  of  children  on  John  Theo- 
bald’s monument.  A mural  monument  for  Mr.  Maximilian  Buck, 
vicar  of  Kemfing  and  Seale  forty-fix  years,  ob.  Ap.  1720,  ast.  70. 
In  the  chancel  are  feveral  memorials  for  the  Newmans  of  Sted-alls, 
in  the  parifli  of  Sevenoke ; one  for  Harward  BickerrtafFe,  efq.  late 
of  Chelfliam,  in  Surry,  obt.  16485  another  for  Charles  Bicker- 
ftafFe,  his  fon,  late  of  Wildernefs,  obt.  1 704,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Frances.  A memorial  for  Elizabeth  Hunt  of  Bounds,  in  Bid- 
borough,  firrt  married  to  Henry  Smythe,  efq.  of  Bounds,  by  whom 
flie  had  one  child.  Sir  S.  S.  Smythe,  baron  of  the  exchequer;  flie 
married  fecondly  William  Hunt,  efq.  by  whom  flie  had  no  iflue, 
obt.  1754,  and  was  buried  here  near  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Lloyd, 
widow  of  Dr.  John  Lloyd,  and  firter  to  Sir  Charles  Bickerrtalfe, 
of  Wildernefs.  A memorial  for  John  Chicherter  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Bickerrtaffe,  both  died  1680.  On 
a grave  rtone,  the  figure,  in  brafs,  at  large,  of  a man  in  armour, 
with  a bugle  horn  near  his  head,  and  a lion  at  his  feet,  with  an 
infcription  round  the  rtone,  in  black  letter,  for  Sir  William  de 
Bryene,  lord  of  Kemfing  and  Seale,  obt.  1395.  A monument 

for 
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for  Stephen  Theobald,  efq.  and  his  two  wives,  ob.  1619.  A mo- 
niimentfor  Sir  John  and  lady  Chichefter  above  naiiu^d.  In  tie  fouik 
chancel,  a ftone,  with  the  figure  of  a man  in  brafs  and  inlcription, 
in  black  letter,  for  John  Tebold,  alias  Theobauld,  gent.  ob.  1577. 
A memorial  for  Thomas  Piers,  of  Stonepit,  bart.  ob.  1680.  On 
a orave-ftoiie,  the  figure  of  a man  in  brafs,  and  infcription  in  black 
letter,  for  Richard  Tybold,  efq.  fecondary  of  the  remembrancer’s 
office  in  the  exchequerj  obt.  1569.  A fmall  mural  monument  for 
John  Theobald,  fen.  gent,  he  had  leven  fonsand  nine  daughters, 
by  Clemence,  who  was  mother,  grandmother,  and  great  grand- 
mother, before  file  died,  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen  children  ; he 
died  1 577.  Thomas  de  Brinton,  biffiop  of  Rochefter,  who  died 
anno  1389,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  buried  in  this  church,  in 
which  there  is  ftill  remaining  a grave-ftone,  on  which  was  the  figure 
of  a bifliop,  inlaid  with  brafs,  long  fince  torn  away,  moft  probably 
over  the  grave  of  that  bifiiop." 


The  vicar  of  Kemfing  has  the  cure  of  this  parifh, 
under  the  delcription  of  which  place  an  account  has  al- 
ready been  given  of  the  endowment,  patron,  vicars,  and 
other  particulars  relating  to  the  church  of  Seale. 

By  virtue  of  the  comynijjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  ilfuing  out  of  chancery,  it 
was  returned,  that  the  parifh  of  Seale  was  divided  into 
three  parlonages  and  one  vicarage,  whereof  one  par- 
fonage  and  the  vicarage  belonged  to  the  paridi  church 
of  Seale,  and  was  worth  thirty-five  pounds  per  annum, 
and  one  little  houfe  worth  twenty  fiiillings  per  annum, 
mailer  Goodwin  being  patron  of  the  cure,  and  m'after 
Martin  incumbent,  who  had  thirty  fix  pounds  per  an- 
num as  his  falary  ; that  there  was  one  other  parfonage 
impropriate,  belonging  to  Mr.  Bunce,  worth  about 
twenty  pounds  per  annum ; and  that  there  was  like- 
wife  a third  parfonage  impropriate,  belonging  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Nicholfon,  worth  about  thirty  pounds  per  an- 
num.* The  fecond  parfonage,  mentioned  above,  con- 
tinues in  the  fame  family  being  now  the  property  of 
James  Bunce,  efq.  of  Kemfing  j and  the  third  belongs 
to  Mr.  Keble. 

^ See  the  mon.  and  inferip.  at  large,  in  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  893. 

* Pari,  Surveys,  Lambeth  lib.  vol.  xix.  Weever,  p.  325. 
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S E V E N O K E. 

NEXT  fouthward  from  Seale  lies  the  parifli  and 
town  of  Sevenoke,  called,  in  the  TexUiS  RoffcnJiSj 
Seouenacca,  w'hich  name  was  given  to  it  from  feven 
large  oaks,  ftanding  on  the  hill  where  the  town  is,  at 
the  time  of  its  being  firft  built.  It  is  now  commonly 
called  Sen  NOCK. 

The  parish  of  Sevenoke  is  fituated  partly  above 
and  partly  below  the  great  ridge  of  fand  hills  which 
funs  acrofs  this  county,  and  divides  the  upland  from  the 
Weald  or  fouthern  diftrifl  of  it.  It  is  divided  into 
three  diftrids,  the  Town  Borough,  Rotherhith  or 
Kcthered,  now  called  Riverhead,  and  the  Weald. 
The  parifla  is  of  confiderable  extent,  being  five  miles 
in  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  about  four  miles 
in  width.  The  foil  of  it  varies  much  ; at  and  about  the 
town,  it  is  a fand,  as  it  is  towards  the  hill  fouth- 
ward, below  which  it  is  a ftifF  clay,  and  towards  the 
low  grounds,  to  Riverhead,  a rich  fertile  foil.  It 
reaches  more  than  a mile  below  the  hill,  where  there  is 
a hamlet,  called  Sevenoke  Weald,  lying  within  that 
diftrift,  for  it  fhould  be  known,  that  all  that  part  of 
this  parilh,  which  lies  below  the  great  range  of  fand 
hills  fouthward,  is  in  the  Weald  of  Kent,  the  bound  of 
which  is  the  narrow  road  which  runs  along  the  bottom 
of  them,  and  is  called,  to  diftinguifh  it,  Sevenoke 
Weald;  thus  when  a parilh  extends  below,  and  the  church 
of  it  is  above  the  hill,  that  part  below,  has  the  addition 
of  Weald  to  it,  as  Sevenoke  Weald,  Sundridge  Weald, 
and  the  like. 

The  town  of  Sevenoke  lies  about  thirty-three 
miles  from  London,  on  high  ground  above  the  fand 
hill,  the  church,  which  is  fituated  at  the  fouth  end  of  it, 
is  a confpicuous  objecT  each  way  to  a confiderable  dif-- 

tance. 


SEVENOKE.  6l 

tance.  The  high  roads  from  Weftram ; and  from  Lon- 
don through  Farnborough,  meeting  at  about  a mile 
above  it;  and  that  from  Dartford  through  Farning- 
ham  and  Otford,  at  the  entrance  of  the  town ; and 
leading  from  thence  again  both  to  PenQiurft  and  Tun- 
bridge. Between  the  town  and  the  hill  there  is  much 
coppice  wood,  and  a common,  called  Sevenoke  com- 
mon, on  which  is  a feat,  called  Alli-grove,  belong- 
ing to  Mrs.  Smith.  The  town  of  Sevenoke  a 
healthy,  pleafant  fituation,  remarkable  for  the  many 
good  houfes  throughout  it,  inhabited  by  perfons  of 
genteel  falhion  and  fortune,  which  make  it  a moft 
defirable  neighbourhood.  In  the  middle  of  the 
Fligh-ftreet  is  the  houfe  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Ful- 
ler, afterwards  of  Francis  Auften,  efq.  clerk  of  the 
peace  for  this  county  ; near  which  is  the  large  antient 
market-place,  in  which  the  market,  which  is  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  every  kind  of  provifions,  is  held 
weekly  on  a Saturday  ; and  the  two  fairs  yearly,  on 
July  10,  and  Odt.  12,  and  where  the  bulinefs  of  the 
affizes,  when  held  at  Sevenoke,  as  they  were  feveral 
times  in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  and  in  the  year  be- 
fore the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  and  once  fince,  has 
been  ufually  tranfa<5ted.  At  the  fouth  end  of  it 
is  a feat,  the  refidence  of  Multon  Lambard,  efq.  at 
a fmall  diftance  weftward  is  the  magnificent  man- 
fionand  park  of  Knole;  and  ealtward,  a fmall  valley 
intervening,  the  feat  of  Kippington  ; at  a little  .dif- 
tance northward  of  the  town  is  an  open  fpace,  called 
Sevenoke  Vine,  noted  for  being  the  place  where  the 
great  games  of  Cricket,  the  provincial  amufement  of 
this  county,  are  in  general  played  ; this  joins  to  Gal- 
lows common,  fo  called  from  the  execution  of  cri- 
minals on  it  formerly.  In  the  valley  below  it  is  Brad- 
borne,  and  the  famous  filk  mills,  belonging  to  Peter 
Nonaille,  efq.  called  Greatnefs,  near  which  are  the 
ruins  of  the  hofpital  or  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  John, 
where  this  parifh  bounds  to  Otford. 

About 
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About  a mile  north-weft  from  the  town,  where  the 
two  roads  from  London  and  Wefterham  meet,  is  the 
large  hamlet  of  Riverhead,  bounded  by  the  river  Da- 
rent  and  the  parilh  of  Chevening ; in  which,  among 
others,  is  the  feat  of  Montreal ; that  of  Mrs.  Petley  j 
and  of  the  late  admiral  Amherft  and  others;  inoft  of 
which  the  reader  will  find  defcribed  hereafter. 

In  the  Account  of  the  Roman  Stations  in  Britain, 
written  by  Richard,  a monk  ofCirencefter,  publifhed 
by  Dr.  Stukely,  the  ftation,  called  Vagniacce,  is  fup- 
poled  to  have  been  at  Sevenoke,  which  is  there  fet 
down  as  eighteen  miles  diftant  both  from  Mednniy 
Maidftone ; and  NoviomagiiSy  Croydon  ; but  in  this 
opinion  he  has  hardly  been  followed  by  any  one. 

"1  HE  MANOR  OF  Sevenoke  was  always  efteemed 
as  an  appendage  to  that  of  Otford,  and  as  fuch  was 
part  of  the  poftefTions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  till  it 
was  exchanged  with  the  crown  for  other  premifes,  by 
archbifliop  Cranmer,  in  the  9th  year  of  Henry  VIII, 
as  will  be  further  mentioned  below. 

The  manor  of  Knole,  with  that  of  Bradborne, 
in  this  parifii,  had,  according  to  the  carlieft  accounts, 
for  fome  time  the  fame  owners  as  the  manors  of  Kem- 
ling,  Seale,  and  Bradborne.  Accordingly,  in  king 
John’s  reign,  they  were  in  the  poflelTion  of  Baldwin  dc 
Betun,  earl  of  Albemarle,  from  whom  they  went  in 
marriage  into  the  family  of  the  Marefchalls,  earls  of 
Pembroke.  Whilft  one  of  thefe,  William  Marefchal, 
earl  of  Pembroke,  fided  with  the  rebellious  barons  at 
the  latter  end  of  king  John’s,  and  beginning  of  king 
Plenty  Ill’s  reign,  the  king  feized  on  his  lands,  as  ef- 
cheats  to  the  crown  ; during  which  time  thefe  manors 
feem  to  have  been  granted  to  Fulk  de  Brent,  a defpe- 
jate  fellow,  as  Camden  calls  him.  He  was  a baftard 
by  birth,  of  mean  extraction,  who  had  come  out  of  the 
low  countries,  with  fome  foreign  auxiliaries  and  free- 
booters, to  king  John’s  afiiftance,  and  became  a great 
favorite,  both  with  that  king  and  his  Ton,  Henry  III. 

from 
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from  both  of  whom  lie  was  invefted  with  much  power, 
and  had  the  lands  of  many  of  the  barons  conferred  on 
him ; till  giving  loofe  to  his  natural  inclination,  he 
became  guilty  of  many  cruelties  and  oppreffions,  and 
at  length  fided  with  prince  Lewis  of  France  in  hisde- 
fign  of  invading  England.  But  failing  in  this,  he  fled 
imo  Wales,  and  the  king  feized  on  all  his  pofleflions 
throughout  England  j after  which,  returning  and  plead- 
ing' for  mercy,  in  conflderation  of  his  former  lerviccs, 
he  was  only  baniflied  the  realm,  and  died  in  Italy  foon 
afterwards,  as  is  faid,  of  poifbn.  After  which,  the  earl 
returning  to  his  obedience,  obtained  the  pofleflion  of 
thefe  manors  again.’'  Hence  they  pafled  again  in  like 
manner  to  Hugh  Bigod,  earl  of  Norfolk,  whofe  heir 
in  the  i ith  year  of  king  Edward  I.  conveyed  them  to 
Otho  de  Grandifon ; on  whofe  death  without  iflfue, 
William  de  Grandifon,  his  brother,  became  his  heir  ; 
his  grandibn.  Sir  Xhomas  Grandifon,  pafled  away 
Knole  to  Geoffry  de  Say,  and  Braborne,  Kemfing,  and 
Seale,,  to  others,  as  may  be  feen  under  their  refpeblive 

deferiptions.  ^ rr  j 

Geofiry  de  Say  was  only  fon  and  heir  of  GeofFry  de 

Say,  by  Idonea  his  wife,  daughter  of  William,  and 
filler  and  heir  of  Thomas  lord  Leyborne,  and  was  a 
man  of  no  fmall  conlequence,  having  been  fummoned 
to  parliament  in  the  ill  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and 
afterwards  conftituted  admiral  of  all  the  king  s fleets, 
from  the  river  Thames  weftward,  being  then  a banne- 
ret. He  died  in  the  33d  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
leaving  William,  his  fon  and  heir,  and  three  daughteis. 
William  de  Say  left  iflTue  a fon,  John,  who  died  without 
iflTue  in  his  minority,  anno  6 king  Richard  II.  and  a 
daughter  Elizabeth,  who  was  firft  married  to  Sir  John 
de  Fallefley,  and  afterwards  to  Sir  William  Heron, 
but  died  /.  p.  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  IV."  fo 

'>  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  743*  Camd.  Brit.  p.  1091. 

’ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  512. 
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that  the  three  fifters  of  William  de  Say  became  coheirs 
to  the  inheritance  of  this  family.* 

How  the  manor  of  Knole  pafled  from  the  family  of 
Say  I do  not  find  ; but  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI, 
it  was  in  the  polfeflion  of  Ralf  Leghe,  who  then  con- 
veyed it  by  fale  to  James  Fienes,  or  Fenys,  as  the  name 
came  now  to  be  called,  who  was  the  fecond  fon  of  Sir 
William  Fynes,  fon  of  Sir  William  Fienes,  or  Fynes, 
who  had  married  Joane,  third  filler  and  coheir  of  Wil- 
liam de  Say  above-mentioned.  He  was  much  em- 
ployed by  king  Henry  V.  and  no  lefs  in  favor  with 
king  Henry  VI.  who,  in  the  24th  year  of  his  reign, 
on  account  of  Joane,  his  grandmother,  being  third  fifter 
and  coheir  to  William  de  Say,  by  an  efpecial  writ  that 
year  fummoned  him  to  parliament  as  lord  Say  and  Seale  j 
and,  in  confideration  of  his  eminent  fervices,  in  open 
parliament,  advanced  him  to  the  dignity  of  a baron,  as 
lord  Say,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male.  After  which  he 
was  made  conftable  of  Dover-caftle,  and  warden  of 
the  five  ports,  lord  chamberlain,  and  one  of  the  king’s 
council ; and,  in  the  28th  year  of  that  reign,  lord 
treafurer ; which  great  rife  fo  increafed  the  hatred  of 
the  commons  againft  him,  that  having  arraigned  him 
before  the  lord  mayor  and  others,  they  hurried  him  to 
the  ftandard  in  Cheapfide,  where  they  cut  off  his  head, 
and  carried  it  on  a pole  before  his  naked  body,  which 
w'as  drawn  at  a horfe’s  tail  into  Southwark,  and  there 
hanged  and  quartered. 

His  only  fon  and  heir.  Sir  William  Fenys,  or  Fynes, 
lord  Say  and  Seale,  being  much  engaged  in  the  un- 
happy troubles  of  thofe  times,  occafioned  by  the  con- 
tention of  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  was  ne- 
celfitated  to  fell  the  greateft  part  of  his  pofrcfTions.^* 
In  confequence  of  which,  in  the  34th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  he  conveyed  to  Thomas  Bourchicr,  archbi- 

* See  Deptford,  vol.  i.  p.  347,  and  Cowdham,  vol.  ii.  p.  61. 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii,  p.  246. 
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fhop  of  Canterbury,  for  four  hundred  marcs,  his  manor 
of  Knolle,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  the  fhire  of  Kent, 
and  alfo  all  thofe  meflliages  and  lands,  called  Panters, 
Jofes,  and  Frenches,  in  Sevenoke  and  Tunbridge,  and 
all  his  other  lands  and  tenements  lying  in  the  fame,  with 
all  the  tymbre,  wood,  ledde,  ftone,  and  breke,  lying 
within  the  faid  manor,  at  the  quarry  in  Seale  j all 
which  manor  the  father  of  the  faid  William  Saye  late 
bought  of  Rauf  Legh,‘  the  archbifhop  being  at  that 
time  poffelTed  in  fee,  in  right  of  his  archbifhopric,  of 
the  hundred  of  Codlheath,  and  the  manor  or  lordlhip 
of  Sevenoke/ 

King  Edward  IV.  by  letters  patent,  in  his  3d  year, 
granted  to  archbifhop  Bourchier,  feveral  large  and 
great  liberties,  enfranchifements,  and  exemptions  for 
his  manor  or  lordfhip  of  Sevenoke,'  the  archbifhop 
being  then  poflefled  of  the  hundred^  leet^ov  view  of frank 
pledget  held  twice  in  a year,  and  of  two  fairs,  one  on 
the  feaft  of  St.  Nicholas  the  bifhop,*^  and. the  other  on 
the  feaft  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  in  Sevenoke,  and 
a market  weekly  there  on  a Saturday. 

Archbifhop  Bourchier 'rebuilt  the  manor-houfe  of 
Knole,®  and  inclofed  a park  round  it,  and  refided  much 
at  It,  and  at  his  death  in  i486,  bequeathed  it  with  its 
appurtenances,  to  his  fucceflbrs  in  the  fee  of  Canter- 
bury for  ever.*' 

Archbifhop  Morton,  his  fuccefTor  in  the  fee,  cardinal 
of  the  church  of  Rome,  and  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, refided  here  much,  during  which  he  laid  out 
great  fums  in  repairing  and  augmenting  this  houfe* 
among  others,  belonging  to  the  archbifhopric.^ 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  6th  year,  appears  to  have 
honoured  him  with  a vifit  here  more  than  once.^ 

' Deeds  penes  Dom.  Dacre.  * Kllb.  Survey,  p.  244. 

**  Coke’s  Ent.  p.  94.  Battely’s  Somn.  append,  ii. 

' See  along  enumeration  of  No.  13.  g. 
thefe  liberties  in  Coke’s  Entries,  ’ Godwin  de  Praeful.  p.  131, 

P‘93*  “ Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xii.  p 

'Dec.  the  6th.  431,512. 
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Tliis  great  prelate,  who  left  behind  him  the  characfler 
of  having  been  born  for  the  good  of  all  England,  of 
being  deeply  learned  and  honorable  in  his  behaviour, 
and  who  deferved  fo  well  both  of  the  church  and  com- 
monwealth, that  the  high  honors  and  offices  which 
were  conferred  on  him,  were  too  fmall  a recompence 
for  his  fingular  worth,  died  at  his  manor-houfe  here, 
in  Oftober,  1500,'  and  was  fucceeded  in  the  fee  of 
Canterbury  by  Henry  Deane,  afterwards  lord  chan- 
cellor ; who,  preferring  the  fituation  of  Otford  in  this 
neighbourhood,  laid  out  much  money  in  the  archiepif- 
copal  houfe  there,  where  he  moftly  refided.  He  died 
at  Lambeth  in  and  was  fucceeded  by  William 

Warham,  who  was  likewife  lord  chancellor,  a moft 
perfed:  and  accompliflied  prelate,  as  Erafmus  calls  him." 
After  his  coming  to  the  fee,  he  refided  much  at  Knole, 
as  appears  by  king  Henry  VII.  and  king  Henry  VIII, 
being  frequently  to  vifit  him  here  from  the  year  1 504 
to  15145°  after  which,  laying  out  vaft  fums  at  the 
neighbouring  palace  at  Otford,  he  refided  chiefly  there 
till  his  death  in  1532. 

His  fucceffor,  archbifhop  -Thomas  Cranmer,  ob- 
ferving  the  murmurings  and  envy  his  poffelfion  of  this, 
and  his  other  fumptuous  palaces  and  lordfhips  in  thefe 
parts  occafioned  among  the  hungry  courtiers,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  rage  of  that  time,  in  ftripping  the 
church  of  its  rights  and  pofTeffions,  was  obliged  to 
give  up  fevcral  of  them,  to  fave  the  reft  of  his  church’s 
patrimony.  He  therefore  compounded  with  the  king, 
to  give  up  the  beft  and  richeft  of  them,  by  way  of  ex- 
change, if  it  could  be  called  fo  j and  accordingly  in  the 
29th  year  of  that  reign,  the  archbifliop  and  the  prior 
and  convent  of  Chrift-church,  in  Canterbury,  granted 
to  the  king,  among  feveral  other  eftates,  his  manors  of 

' Weever,  p.  231.  ® Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xii.  and 

Ibid.  xiii.  paffiin. 
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Otford,  Wrotham,  Bexley,  Northflete,  Maldftone,  and 
Knole  j and  his  manors  and  lands  of  Otford  Stuyens; 
alias  Sergeants  Otford,  Sevenoke,  Sh’oreham,  Cheven- 
ing,  Banters,  and  Brytains,  and  the  advovvfons  of  Shore- 
ham  and  Sevenoke,  with  the  chapel  of  Otford  annexed 
to  the  parfonage  of  Shoreham  ; the  advowfons  of  the 
hofpital  or  chapel  of  St.  John,  in  the  parilh  of  Se- 
venoke, and  the  advowfon  and  nomination  of  one 
chantry,  and  chantry-prieft,in  the  church  of  Sevenoke; 
and  his  melTuages,  lands,  and  tenements,  called  Ban- 
ters and  Brytains,  and  all  liberties,  8cc.  belonging  to 
them  within  the  county  of  Kent,  and  ail  rents  and  ler- 
vices  in  the  Weald  to  them  belonging,  except  to  the 
archbifhop  and  his  fucccflbrs,  all  prefentations,  advow- 
fons and  donations  to  all  churches  and  vicarages  to  the 
above  manors  and  eftates  belonging,  and  not  otherwife 
therein  excepted  and  named.  All  which  were  of  the 
yearly  value  of  503I.  14s.  5d.  over  and  above  all  re- 
prifes,  excepting  certain  fmall  payments  and  annuities, 
as  mentioned  in  it,  of  all  which  the  king  covenanted  to 
fave  the  archbifliop  harmlefs  ** 

The  manors  of  Sevenoke  and  Knole,  with  Knole- 
houfe,  the  park  and  lands  belonging  to  it,  and  the  mef- 
fuages  and  tenements  called  Banters  and  Brytains  re- 
mained afterwards  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  it 
appears  that  the  king,  in  his  3 5th  year,  purchafed  lands 
to  indole  within  his  new  park  here,  but  Edward  VL 
in  his  4th  year,  by  his  letters  patent,  granted  to  John 
Dudley,  earl  of  Warwick,  and  his  wife,  in  exchange 
for  other  premifes,  the  manor  of  Sevenoke,  and  a 
melfuage  there  Called  Britayns,  the  park  called  Banters, 
and  the  manor  and  park  of  Knole,  together  with  other 
eftates  in  this  county  and  elfewhere  ; and  in  the  month 
following,  the  king  granted  to  him,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  the  foreft,  chafe  and  wood  ofWhitdifFe,  late  parcel 

p Augtn.  off.  box  A.  21. 
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of  the  pofleflions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  to  hold  in 
capite  by  knights  fervice.*^ 

The  earl  of  Warwick  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Edmund 
Dudley,  a man  of  infamous  memory,  for  his  number- 
lefs  a(5ts  of  cruelty  and  extortion,  to  fatisfy  the  avarice 
of  king  Henry  VII.  whofe  inftrument  he  was,  in  op- 
prefling the  people,  by  ftretching  the  penal  laws  to 
their  utmofl:  extent,  who  as  foon  as  king  Henry  VIII. 
afcended  the  throne,  was  attainted  in  parliament  and 
beheaded.  The  earl  of  Warwick  was  fo  great  a favo- 
rite with  both  king  Henry  and  Edward  VI.  that  he 
feems  to  have  been  the  peculiar  obje£l  of  their  bounty, 
which  was  continually  lavifhed  on  him;  and  being  thus 
elated  with  titles,  commands,  trufls  and  large  domains, 
he  became  vain,  proud,  and  ambitious,  infomuch  that 
he  cared  not  whom  he  ruined,  fo  he  accomplifhed  the 
ends  he  aimed  at.  In  the  5th  year  of  the  latter  reign 
he  was  created  duke  of  Northumberland  ; two  years 
after  which  he  fold  in  exchange  for  other  manors  and 
lands,  to  the  king,  the  manors  and  lordfhips  of  Se- 
venoke  and  Knole,  and  all  other  lands,  tenements,  &c. 
to  them  belonging,  which  had  been  let  by  him  to  Sir 
George  Harper  and  Thomas  Culpepper,  efq.  excepting 
to  the  duke,  the  capital  manfion-houfe  of  the  manor  of 
Knole,  and  the  orchards,  gardens,  houfes,  &c.  belong 
ing  to  it,  and  the  park  of  Knole,  and  the  woods  and 
underwoods  in  it,  which  deed  was  the  fame  day  inrolted 
in  the  Augmentation-office.  On  the  attainder  and  ex- 
ecution of  the  duke  for  high  treafon,  in  the  firft  year 
of  queen  Mary,  Knole,  and  the  other  premifes  above 
excepted  to  the  duke’s  ufe,  came  into  the  queen’s 
hands. 

Soon  after  the  duke  of  Northumberland’s  attainder, 
which  was  confirmed  in  parliament  the  fame  year,  queen 
Mary  granted  the  manors  and  lordfhips  of  Sevenokc 
and  Knole,  with  the  manfion  -houfe  of  Knole,  and  the 

•>  Augtn  off.  box  G.  18.  and  Rot.  Efch.  pt.  3. 
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park  and  lands  belonging  to  it,  the  park  of  Panthiirft, 
Whitley-wood,  and  other  premifes,  to  Reginald  Pole, 
archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  cardinal  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  to  hold  during  the  term  of  his  life,  and  one 
year  after,  as  he  Ihould  by  his  laft  will  determine. 

Cardinal  Pole  died  poflefled  of  thefe  manors  and 
eftates  in  1558,  the  fame  day  that  queen  Mary  died  j 
and  as  it  fhould  feem  without  any  particular  devife  of 
them,  upon  which  they  came  to  the  crown ; and 
queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent,  in  her  firft 
year,  granted  the  manor  of  Sevenoke,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, and  the  hundred  of  Codfheath,  and  the 
leets  and  views  of  frank  pledge,  and  fairs,  and  markets, 
in  Sevenoke,  with  their  rights,  members,  franchifes, 
liberties,  &c.  to  her  kinfman,  Henry  Carey,  lord 
Hunfdon,  who,  in  the  13  th  year  of  that  reign,  claimed 
certain  franchifes,  liberties,  and  immunities  for  this  his 
manor,  as  having  been  granted  to  it  by  king  Edward 
IV.  by  letters  patent  in  his  3d  year,  to  Thomas,  arch- 
bifliop of  Canterbury,  all  which  were  then  allowed  to 
him.^ 

His  grandfon,  Henry  lord  Hunfdon,  conveyed  this 
manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  Richard  Sackvill, 
earl  of  Dorfet,  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 

As  to  Knole,  queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  3d  year, 
granted  the  manor  and  houfe  of  Knole,  with  the  park 
and  lands  belonging  to  it,  and  the  park  of  Panthurft, 
and  part  of  Whytley-wood,  all  the  demefne  lands  of 
Rotherden,  (now  called  Riverhead)  and  lands  called 
Le  Bredgers,  in  Sevenoke,  to  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  af- 
terwards earl  of  Leicefter,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s 
fervicc  all  which  the  earl  again  furrendered  up  into 
the  queen’s  hands  in  the  8th  year  of  her  reign, 

There  had  been  two  leafes  of  the  above  eftates 
granted  by  the  poifelfors  of  them,  the  terms  of  which 


*■  Rot.  Eich.  N.  4,  ejus  an.  See  Coke’s  Entries,  p.  93,  where 
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were  ftlll  fubfiftlng.  John,  duke  of  Northumberland, 
made  a leafe  of  the  inclofed  ground,  late  the  park  of 
Panthurft,  and  the  wood  called  Whytley,  alias  Whyt- 
clyfF  wood,  in  Sevenoke,  to  Sir  George  Harper  and 
Thomas  Culpepper,  efq.  who  granted  their  intereft  in 
them  to  Chriflopher  Roper ; on  whofe  death,  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  carried  it  to  her  fecond  hufband,  Tho- 
mas Bacon,  who,  in  the  i zth  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
claimed  the  fame,  againft  the  executors  of  one  Rolf, 
who  had  pofleffion  of  them,  together  with  the  manor 
of  Knole,  and  other  premifes  which  they  then  held  at 
an  annual  rent,  for  the  remainder  of  a term,  granted  to 
Rolf  by  the  earl  of  Leicefter.  This  claim  was  deter- 
mined by  the  executors  of  Rolf,  conveying  their  in- 
tereft in  thefe  eftates  tliat  year,  to  theafiigns  of  Bacon 
and  his  wife,  on  whofe  behalf  entry  and  delivery  of 
pofleffion  was  then  made.  Soon  after  which,  John 
Leonard,  efq.  of  Chevening,  became  poffeflTed  of  this 
fubfifting  term  in  the  manor  of  Knole,  the  houfe,  park 
and  appurtenances  belonging  to  it,  and  of  the  fee  of  the 
reft  of  the  premifes  above-mentioned. 

After  which,  John  Leonard,  efq.  then  of  Knole,  and 
Sampfon  Leonard,  gent,  his  eldeft  fon,  and  Margaret 
his  wife,  in  the  i6th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  granted 
to  Henry  Leonard,  gent,  fon  of  the  laid  Sampfon,  the 
park  of  Panthurft,  and  the  inclofed  ground  called  Pan- 
thurft-park,  and  the  park,  foreft,  woods,  &c.  called 
Why tlyff- wood,  or  the  foreft  of  WhytlyfF,in  the  county 
ofKent.' 

Sampfon  Leonard,  after  his  father’s  death  before - 
mentioned,  refided  at  Knole  till  after  the  year  1603, 
when  his  term  in  it  being  expired,  he  furrendered  ud 
the  manor  of  Knole,  and  the  manfioh,  park,  lands,  and 
woods  belonging  to  it,  to  Thomas  Sackvill,  earl  of 
Dorfet,  and  lord  high  treafurer,  to  whom  the  reverfton 
and  fee  Ample  of  them  had  been  granted  by  queen 

’ See  more  of  the  Lennards  under  Chevening. 
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Flizabeth,  in  the  8th  year  of  her  reign,  Toon  after 
the  earlof  Leicefler’slurrenderof  his  grant  to  her,  as 
before-mentioned. 

The  earl  of  Dorfet  refided  much  at  Knole-houfe, 
which  he  is  faid  to  have  much  improved  by  the  addi- 
tions he  made  to  it.  His  grandfon,  Richard,  earl  of 
Dorfet,  about  the  year  1612,  purchafed  the  manor  of 
Sevenoke,  with  its  appurtenances,  of  Henry  Carey, 
lord  Hunfdon,  as  has  been  before-mentioned. 

After  which  this  earl  became  fo  excefllve  in  his  boun- 
ties, and  fo  prodigal  in  his  houfe-keeping,  that  he  was 
neceflitated  to  fell  the  manor  of  Sevenoke,  the  manor 
feat  and  park  of  Knole,  and  the  lands,  woods,  and  ap- 
purtenances belonging  to  them,  and  the  manors  of 
Kemfing  and  Seale  adjoining  to  them,  to  Mr.  Henry 
Smith,  citizen  and  alderman  of  London,  referving, 
however,  to  himfelf,  and  his  heirs,  a leafe  of  them,  at 
an  annual  refer ved  rent. 

Mr.  Smith  was  pofleffed  of  a very  confiderable 
eflate  both  in  lands  and  money,  gave  large  fums  to 
charitable  ufes  in  his  life  time ; for  it  appears,  by  his 
epitaph,  that  whilfl;  he  lived,  he  gave  to  the  towns  of 
Croydon,  Kingfton,  Guildford,  Darking,  and  Farn- 
ham,  one  thoufand  pounds  each,  to  buy  lands  in  per- 
petuity, for  the  relief  and  fetting  the  poor  people  on 
work  in  the  faid  towms ; and  by  his  laft  will  one  thou- 
fand pounds  for  the  like  purpofe,  unto  the  town  of 
Rygate;  and  five  hundred  pounds  unto  the  town  of 
Wandfworth,  for  the  like  purpofe;  and  likewdfe  one 
thoufand  pounds,  to  buy  land  in  perpetuity,  to,  re- 
deem poor  captives  and  prifoners  from  the  Turkifii 
tyranny ; and  in  1620,  conveyed  feveral  of  his  eftates, 
among  which  were  thcfe  in  Sevenoke,  Kemfing,  and 
Seale,  above  mentioned,  to  Robert  earl  of  EfTex,  Rich- 
ard earl  of  Dorfet,  and  others,  in  whom  he  likew'ife 
vefted  his  large  perfonal  property  in  truft,  to  pay  him 
five  hundred  pounds  yearly,  towards  his  maintenance 
and  livelihood,  and  the  refidue  in  fuch  manner  as  he 
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Ihould,  by  writing  or  will,  appoint  to  charitable 
ufes;  after  which,  being  diflatisfied  with  the  conduft 
of  his  truflees,  he  obtained,  by  a decree  of  the  court 
of  chancery,  in  1625,  the  difpolition  of  his  eftates  du- 
ring his  life,  and  the  appointment  of  the  charitable 
ufes,  to  which  they  fhould  be  applied  after  his  deceafe ; 
and  a new  truft  was  decreed,  which  Ihould  be  filled 
up  from  time  to  time  by  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury and  the  lord  chancellor,  or  lord  keeper  for  the 
time  being.  The  year  after  which  he  executed  ano- 
ther deed,  by  which  he  did  not  appoint  his  eflates  to 
the  ufe  of  any  particular  perfons  or  parilhes,  but  di- 
redted  the  rents  of  them  to  be  beftowed  for  the  yearly 
relief  of  the  poor  of  any  parifh,  according  to  the  fe- 
veral  diredfions  pointed  out  by  him  in  it. 

He  died  in  1627,  aged  feventy ; and  was  buried 
at  Wandfworth,  in  Surry,  in  which  parifii  he  was 
born,  having  by  his  will  given  fome  diredlions  as  to 
part  of  his  effates,  and  left  the  bulk  of  them,  among 
which  were  the  manors  of  Sevenoke,  Kemfing,  Seale, 
and  Knole,  with  the  capital  manfion  of  Knole,  and 
the  park  and  lands  belonging  to  it,  to  the  difpolition 
of  his  truflees. 

In  1641,  the  earl  of  EfTex,  and  other  the  then  fur- 
viving  truflees,  by  deed  inrolled  in  chancery,  allot- 
ted the  rent  of  Knole  manor,  houfe,  and  park,  then 
let  to  the  earl  of  Dorfet,  at  one  hundred  pounds  per 
annum,  to  be  yearly  diflributed  to  five  I'everal  pa- 
rifhcsin  Surry  j and  the  rents  of  certain  woods  there, 
then  let  to  that  earl,  at  thirty  pounds,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  to  feventeen  other  parifhes  in  that  county  j 
and  the  manors  of  Sevenoke,  Kemfing,  and  Seale, 
and  the  lands  thereto  belonging,  being  of  the  yearly 
value  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  as  then  let 
to  the  earl  of  Dorfet,  to  twelve  other  parilhes  in  the 
{aid  county  of  Surry. 

There  are-other  very  confiderable  eflates  in  other 
counties,  under  the  management  of  this  trufl,  which 
has  been  feyeral  times  renewed  and  filled  up  with  gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen  of  rank  and  fortune,  moftly  of  the  county  of 
Surrv,  where  the  rents  of  the  chiei  parts  of  the  eftates 
are  diftributed;  every  paridi  in  that  county,  except 
four  or  five,  having  fome  fliare,  though  many  other 
parilhes  in  other  counties  likevvife  partake  of  tliis 
bounty. 

The  manor  of  Sevenoke  remained  till  lately  veiled 
in  this  trull;  for  the  above  purpoles ; but  the  poffei- 
fion  of  it  was,  from  time  to  time,  demifed  by  Icafes 
for  three  lives  to  the  fuccefiive  earls  and  dukes  of 
Dorfet,  in  which  flate  it  continued  till  within  thele 
few  years,  when  the  prefent  John  Frederick,  duke  of 
Dorfet,  having  obtained  an  ad  of  parliament  for  the 
purpofe,  exchanged  lands  in  Surry,  with  the  trullees, 
for  the  fee  fimple  of  this  manor,  with  thofe  of  Kcm- 
fing  and  Seale,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  he 
is  now  the  owner  of  it. 

But  the  fee  fimple  of  the  manor,  manfion,  and 
park  of  Knole,  with  the  lands,  woods,  and  appurte- 
nances belonging  to  it,  were,  by  the  trullees  of  this 
charity,  in  the  13th  of  king  Charles  II.  conveyed  in 
Richard  earl  of  Dorfet,  nephew  of  earl  Richard,  who 
had  alienated  them,  in  confideration  of  a perpetual . 
clear  yearly  rent  charge  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds,  in  lieu  of  them,  iliuing  out  of  the  earl’s  ellate,'' 
in  Bexhill  and  Cowding  in  Sulfex,  to  be  applied  in 
the  fame  manner,  which  w'as  confirmed  by  an  ad, 
paired  that  year.  Since  wdiich  this  venerable  and 
llately  manfion,  with  the  park,  in  which  it  is  fituated, 
and  the  reft  of  the  lands,  woods,  and  appurtenances, 
belonging  to  it,  has  continued  m the  del'cendants  of 
the  earl  of  Dorfet,  to  his  grace  John  Frederick  Sack- 
ville  duke  of  Dorfet,  the  prefent  polfellbr  of  them, 
who  makes  this  place  the  conftant  feat  of  his  refidence. 

The  FAMILY  of  Sackville  derive  their  origin  from 
Herbrand  de  Salchevilla,  Salcavilla,  Saccavilla,  or  Sac- 
yill,  a town  in  Normandy,  who  came  over  with  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  in  the  year  io66j  after  which  he 

returned 
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returned  Into  Normandy,  and  was  living  in  the  year 
1079. 

He  had  three  Tons,  John,  William,  and  Robert, 
and  a daughter,  Alice.  Sir  Jordan  de  Sackvill,  the 
eldeft  Ion,  refided -in  Normandy;  Sir  William,  the 
lecond  Ton,  refided  In  England,  and  was  polTeiTed  of 
lands  in  Effex  and  Buckinghamtliire,  and  ended  in 
three  female  coheirs  ; Sir  Robert  de  Saukevil,  the 
third  fon,  held  lands  in  Eflex  and  Suffolk,  and  left 
by  Letitia  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Wood- 
vile,  fourfons;  of  whom  the  eldeft,  Jordan  de  Sauke- 
vil, lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen  and  Henry  II. 
and  was  a baron,  as  appears  by  a deed,  wherein  he 
is  written  Jordanus  Saukevil  Miles,  Baron  de  Berg- 
holt  Saiikevill,  filius  et  Hares  Robert!  Saukevil.  He 
married  Ela,  daughter  of  Ralph  de  Dene,  and  coheir 
to  her  brother  Robert,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Buck- 
hurft,  with  whom  he  had  large  poffeilions,  both  in 
England  and  Normandy.  She  furvived  her  huf- 
band,  as  appears  by  the  licence  fhe  gave  to  the  abbat 
and  convent  of  the  monaftery,  which  her  father  had 
firft  founded  at  Otteham,  in  Suffex,  to  remove  them- 
felves  to  Begham,  in  that  county,  which  abbey  was, 
for  fome  ages,  the  burial  place  of  this  family." 

Sir  Jordan  de  Saukeville,  the  eldeft  fon,  is  men- 
tioned to  be  a baron,  in  a charter  of  king  Richard  I. 
and  was  with  that  king,  in  his  expedition  to  Jerufa- 
lem.  In  the  2d  year  of  king  John  he  obtained  cer- 
tain privileges  for  his  town  of  Sauquevill,  in  Nor- 
mandy. He  married  dementia,  daughter  of  John 
de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  but  died  without  iflue,  in 
the  9th  year  of  king  John. 

Richard  de  Saukeville,  next  brother  to  Jordan,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  his  pofTeffions,  and  was  likewife  a ba- 
ron, but  died  without  iffue ; fo  that  his  eftates  de- 
volved to  his  next  brother.  Sir  Jeffry  de  Saukeville, 

Dngd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  339.  Collin’s  Peer.  vol.  i.  p.  260,  etfeq. 
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ij  third  foil  of  Jordan,  who  with  Ralph  his  brother, 
who  bore  the  liirname  of  Marfey,  both  lived  In  the 
t reign  of  king  John. 

; Sir  Jeftry  de  Saukevllle,  pofleflbr  of  the  manor  of 
!'■  Buckhurft,  left  iffue  by  Conftance  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Sir  Edward  Broke,  two  fons  and  one  daughter. 
The  eldeft  fon,  Jordan  de  Saukeville,  was  a man, 

: not  only  wealthy,  but  potent  among  the  nobility, 

• and  being  himl'elf  a baron,  fided  with  thofe,  who  at 
; that  time  oppofed  king  John  j by  which,  as  his  fa- 
! ther  had  done  before,  he  loft  his  lands  in  Ireland  ; lo 
; which,  however,  on  his  fubmilTion,  he  was  again  re- 
I ftored.  There  are  feveral  deeds  remaining,  with  his 
i feal  affixed  to  them,  being,  'Sluarterlyy  gules  and  ory 
a bend  vairy^  the  arms  this  family  now  bear,  with  this 
legend:  + s.  iordani  de  savkevile. 

He  had  by  Maud  his  wife,  daughter  of  Norman- 
ville,  three  fons ; William,  the  eldeft  fon,  who  was 
lord  of  Saukvill,  Bergholt,  Buckhurft,  &c.  He  af- 
terwards married  Clara,  daughter  of  Matthew  de 
Haftings,  and  died  before  the  19th  of  Henry  III. 
His  fon  and  heir,  was  Jordan  de  Saukavill,  who 
in  the  40th  year  of  that  reign  was  fummoned  to 
receive  the  order  of  knighthood  ; after  which,  being 
in  arms  with  the  rebellious  barons,  he  was  taken  pri- 
foner  in  the  battle  of  Evefham,  in  the  49th  year  of 
king  Henry  III.  and  died  in  the  ift  year  ol  king 
Edward  I.  leaving  by  Margery  his  wife,  daughter  and 
coheir  of  Sir  Robert  de  Aguillon,  Andrew,  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  being  in  his  minority  at  his  father’s 
death,  and  the  king’s  ward,  was  kept  In  the  cuftody 
of  Sir  Stephen  de  Penchefter,  conftable  of  Dover- 
caftle ; and  then,  by  the  mediation  of  his  friends,, 
obtained  his  enlargement,  but  was  enjoined  by  the 
king’s  efpecial  command,  to  marry,  without  dower, 
Ermyntrude,  a lady  of  queen  Eleanor’s  houfehold, 
and  daughter  of  Sir  Roger  Malyns,  by  which  means 

he 
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he  not  only  obtained  his  liberty,  but  thenceforwards 
the  king’s  favour. 

Thus  may  be  feen  the  honourable  and  eminently 
diftinguifl-ied  fituation  of  the  anceftors  of  this  noble 
family  in  thofe  early  times,  whofe  defcendants  the 
fmall  compafs  of  this  volume  will  not  allow  a minute 
and  particular  defcription  of ; fufficient  therefore  it* 
muft  be  to  obferve,  that  they  continued  afterwards,  in 
their  feveral  defcents,  equally  confpicuous  and  emi- 
nent, from  time  to  time,  as  well  in  their  alliances  as 
in  their  military  and  civil  employments,  of  fherifFs 
and  knights  in  parliament,  efpecially  for  Suflex, 
where  they  feem  to  have  fixed  their  principal  refi- 
deuce  in  Backhurft,  in  which  county  their  burial 
place,  in  king  Henry  VI. ’s  time,  was  at  Withiam, 
where  it  continues  at  this  time.  The  fpelling  of  their 
name  then  feems  to  have  been  altered  from  Saukevyle 
to  Sackvile,  as  it  foon  afterwards  was  to  its  prefent 
fpelling  of  Sackville. 

In  king  Edward  VI. "'s  reign,  the  direct  defcendant 
of  this  family  was  Richard  Sackville,  chancellor  of  the 
court  of  augmentations,  who  was  knighted,  and  made 
cujlos  rotulonm  for  the  county  of  SulTex.  When  queen 
Elizabeth  came  to  the  crown,  Ihe  chofe  him  of  her 
privy  council.  He  was  elected  to  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Kent  in  the  ill  year  of  that  reign,  and  in 
the  next  parliament  for  Suflex,  as  he  was  afterwards 
in  every  parliament,  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  died  in 
the  8th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  leaving  one  fon  and 
heir,  Thomas  Sackville,  who,  in  the  4th  and  5th 
years  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  was  elected  in 
parliament  for  the  county  of  Weftmoreland,  and  in 
the  ift  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  for  Suflex,  and  af- 
terwards for  Buckinghamfliire ; after  which  he  had 
a grant  of  the  reverfion  of  the  manor-houfe  and  park 
of  Knole,  as  has  been  already  mentioned.  In  the 
9th  year  of  it  he  was,  by  the  queen’s  order,  knighted 
by  the  duke  of  Norfolk,  in  her  prefence,  and  the 
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fame  day  advanced  to  the  title  of  lord  Buckhurft, 
baron  of  Buckhurft,  in  Suflex,  and  afterwards  made 
knight  of  the  Garter  Iroiii  which  time  the  queen 
continued  to  diftinguifli  him  by  particular  marks  of 
her  favour. 

He  is  faid  to  have  been  a very  fine  gentleman,  as 
well  in  his  perfon  as  in  his  endowments,  both  natural 
and  acquired.  He  was  in  his  youth  without  meafure 
lavilh  and  magnificent;  but  years  and  good  counfels, 
together  with  frequent  admonitions,  as  is  faid,  from 
the  queen  herfelf,  to  whom  he  was  related,  at  length 
allayed  this  humour,  and  turned  him  from  thofe  im- 
moderate courfes  ; and  he  made  amends  to  his  family 
for  his  mifpent  time,  as  well  in  the  increafe  of  eftate 
as  honours. 

In  the  14th  year  of  her  reign  he  was  fent  ambafta- 
dor  extraordinary  to  king  Charles  IX.  of  France,  to 
congratulate  him  on  his  marriage,  and  afterwards  am- 
baflador  to  the  United  Provinces.  In  the  34th  year 
he  was  ftiled  Baron  of  Buckhurft  and  chief  butler  of 
England;  and  at  the  latter  end  of  that  year,  fuc- 
ceeded  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton  as  chancellor  of  the 
univerfity  of  Oxford.  On  the  death  of  lord  Burleigh 
he  was  conftituted  lord  high  treafurer,  and  afterwards 
one  of  the  lords  commilTioners  for  exercifing  the  of- 
fice of  earl  marftial  of  England. 

King  James,  on  his  accefiion,  confirmed  him  in 
his  office  of  treafurer,  granting  him  a patent  of  it  for 
life  ; and  on  the  13th  of  March,  in  his  ift  year,  crea- 
ted him  earl  of  Dorfet.  At  length  this  great  man 
died  fuddenly  at  the  council  table,  on  April  19, 
1608,  aged  feventy-two,  and  was  buried  at  Withiam, 
in  Suflex. By  Cecile,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Baker, 
of  SiflTinghurft,  he  left  feveral  fons  and  daughters ; of 
whom  Robert,  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  as  earl  of 


* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  400.  Coll.  Peer.  vol.  ii.  p.  280, 

* See  his  life,  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  3543. 
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Dorfet,  and  likewife  to  the  inheritance  of  this  manor 
and  feat  of  Knole;  but  he  enjoyed  his  dignity  not 
quite  a year,  when  dying,  he  was  fucceeded  by  Rich- 
ard Sackville,  his  eldeft  furviving  fon  (by  his  firft 
wife,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas  Howard,  duke 
of  Norfolk)  in  his  honours,  as  earl  of  Dorfet,  &c.  and 
in  this  manfion  of  Knole,  as  well  as  his  other  eflates. 
He  married,  two  days  after  his  father’s  deceale,  the 
lady  Anne,  daughter  and  heir  of  George  Clifford,  earl 
of  Cumberland.  He  being  then  not  quite  twenty 
years  old,  and  ffe  about  nineteen.  He  refided  at 
Knole  v/ith  great  magnificence  and  holpitality,  and 
purchafed  of  Henry  Carey,  lord  Hunfdon,  the  manor 
of  Sevenoke,  with  its  appurtenances,  as  has  been  be- 
fore-mentioned.^ 

He  died  in  1624,  leaving  by  his  wife,  who  furvived 
him,  two  daughters,  his  coheirs  ; Margaret,  married  to 
John  Tufton,  earl  of  Thanet ; and  Ifabella,  to  James 
Compton,  earlf  of  Northampton. 

This  earl’s  prodigality  and  expenfive  houfekeeplng 
here,  by  which  he  fo  greatly  dim.inifhed  his  efbate,  has 
already  been  noticed  before,  which  brought  him  to 
the  neceffity  of  felling,  among  other  eftates,  his  feat 
and  park  of  Knole,  referving  however  to  himfelf  and 
his  heirs  a leafe  of  them,  at  an  annual  referved  rent. 

On  the  earl’s  deceafe.  Sir  Edward  Sackvill,  K.  B.  his 
youngeft  and  only  furviving  brother,  fucceeded  him 
as  earl  of  Dorfet,  who  in  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 
had  been  ele<51;ed  member  for  the  county  of  Suflex ; 
and  had  been  one  of  the  principal  commanders  of  the 
forces  fent  to  affift  Frederick,  king  of  Bohemia,  and 
was  in  the  battle  ot  Prague,  fought  in  1620,  and  was 
next  year  fent  Embaffador  to  Lewis  XIII.  of  France  ; 
after  which  he  was  called  by  king  James  to  be  of  his 
privy  council.* 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p,  400.  Coll.  Peer,  vol.ii.  p.  323. 

* See  his  life  in  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  3550. 
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! After  the  acceflion  of  king  Charles  I.  he’ was  elecfted 
i knight  of  the  garter,  and  on  the  king’s  marriage  made 
lord  chamberlain  to  the  queen,  (as  he  was  afterwards 
to  the  king,®  being  then  a privy  counfellor,  and  joint 
lord  lieutenant  of  Suflex)  ; and  in  1640  he  appears  to 
have  been  lord  lieutenant  of  Middlefex. 

He  fhewed  himfclf,  on  every  occafion,  a loyal  and 
faithful  fubjed  to  king  Charles  I.  during  his  troubles  ; 
and  when  the  king  was  murdered,  he  took  it  fo  much 
to  heart,  that  he  never  after  ftirred  out  of  his  houfe, 
but  dying  in  1652,  was  buried  with  his  anceftors  at 
Withiam. 

By  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  George 
Curzon,  of  Croxhall,  in  Derbyfhire,  he  left  Richard, 
his  eldeft,  and  at  length  only  furviving  fon,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  father’s  titles  and  eftates,  and  inheriting 
at  the  fame  time  his  loyalty  and  noble  principles,  be- 
came a chief  promoter'of  the  refto ration  of  Charles  JL 
after  which  he  was  appointed,  in  1660,  joint  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Middlefex  and  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  and 
next  year  he  again  purchafed  the  inheritance  of  the 
manor,  manfion,  and  park  of  Knole,  making  it  his 
chief  refidence,  as  it  has  been  of  his  family  ever  fince. 

In  1670  he  was  conftituted,  jointly  with  Charles,  lord 
Buckhurft,  his  fon,  lord  lieutenant  and  cujios  rotulorum 
of  SulTex,  and  died  in  1677. 

By  the  lady  Frances  his  wife,  daughter  of  Lionel 
Cranfield,  earl  of  Middlefex,  and  at  length  heir  to  her 
brother  Lionel,  earl  of  Middlefex,  he  left  feveral  fons 
and  daughters  ; of  whom,  Charles,  the  eldeft  fon,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  honors  and  eftates.  He  had  the  cha- 
rafter  of  being  one  of  the  beft  bred  men  of  the  age, 
and  became  noticed  for  the  fprightlinefs  of  his  wit, 
which  recommended  him  very  early  to  the  intimacy  of 
king  Charles  II.  with  w'hom  he  foon  became  a great 
favorite.  He  was  of  a temper  generous  to  excefs,  and 


* Camd.  Brit,  p,  64. 
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n conftant  and  munificent  patron  to  men  of  genius, 
learning,  and  merit.  Being  poflTefled  of  the  eftates  of 
his  uncle,  the  earl  of  Middlefex,  who  died  in  1674,  he 
was  created  Earl  of  that  county,  and  baron  Cranfield, 
in  Bedfordfhire,  by  letters  patent  dated  April  4,  1675, 
and  in  1677,  he  fucceeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Dorfet. 
He  was  lord  lieutenant  and  cujios  rotulorum  of  Sufiex  j 
and  having  been  warmly  engaged  in  thofe  meafures, 
which  brought  on  the  revolution,  and  placed  king  Wil- 
liam and  queen  Mary  on  the  throne,  he  was,  the  day 
after  their  acceptance  of  it,  fworn  of  the  privy  council, 
and  made  lord  chamberlain  of  their  houfiiold,  and  was 
cledted  knight  of  the  garter  j after  which  he  was  four 
times  one  of  the  lords  regent  of  the  kingdom  during 
the  kino-’s  abfence  from  it. 

O 

The  earl  died  at  Bath  in  1706,  and  was  buried  with 
his  anceftors  at  Withiam,^  leaving  one  fon,  Lionel 
Cranfield,  earl  of  Dorfet  and  Middlefex,  who  in  the 
year  1708  was  appointed  conftable  of  Dover-caftle, 
and  lord  warden  of  the  five  ports  ; and  after  the  accef- 
fion  of  king  George  I.  was  fworn  ,of  the  privy  council ; 
and  a few  days  afterwards  eledled  a knight  of  the  gar- 
ter ; on  June  13,  1720,  he  was  by  letters  patent  ad- 
vanced to  the  dignity  of  Duke  of  Dorfet  j in  1724  he 
was  made  lord  lieutenant  and  cufios  rotulorum  of  Kent, 
after  which  continuing  high  in  the  royal  favor  and  con- 
fidence, he  had  from  time  to  time  the  greatefl:  and 
moft  important  offices  of  the  ftate  conferred  on  him, 
which  he  continued  to  hold  during  that  reign. 

At  the  acceffion  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  George  III. 
he  was  continued  of  the  privy  council,  and  in  his  com- 
miffion  of  lord  lieutenant,  cuJlos  rotulorum,  conftable 
of  Dover-caftle,  lord-warden,  and  vice-admiral  of 
this  county,  of  which  he  had  had  a grant  in  the  former 
reign  during  life  j and  he  was  high  fteward  of  Tam- 
worth  and  of  Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  LL.  D.  After 

See  his  life  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  v.  p.  3557* 
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{\  which,  being  greatly  advanced  in  yearsj  he  retired  from 
public  bufinefs,  and  died  in  1765,  aged  about  eighty- 
two  years. 

The  Duke,  In  1709,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
^ of  Lieutenant-General  Waker-Philip  Colyear,  brother 
j to  the  earl  of  Portmore,  who  furvived  him,  and  died  in 
I 1768.  By  her  he  left  fix  children;  Lady  Anne,  who 
^ died  in  1721;  Charles,  earl  of  Middlelex,  who  was 
is  twice  eledled  toferve  in  parliament  for  Suflfex,  and  in 
\ 1747J  was  appointed  maker  of  the  horfe  to  Frederick, 

S prince  of  Wales  ; in  which  office  he  continued  till  the 
prince’s  death,  who  ffiewed  him  continual  marks  of  his 
favor  and  confidence ; Lady  Elizabeth,  married  to  Tho- 
mas, lord  vifcount  Weymouth,  but  died  before  coha- 
bitation, whilfton  his  travels,  in  1729;  lord  John-Phi- 

Elip,  who  married  lady  Frances,  daughter  of  John,  earl 
Gower,  by  whom  he  left  a fon,  John-Frederick,  now 
) duke  of  Dorfet,  and  a daughter  Mary,  married  in  1767 
p to  Sackville,  earl  of  Thanet.  Lord  John  died  in  1765 
I at  Tour  du  Pin,  on  the.Lake  of  Geneva.  Lord  George 
'4  Sackville  was  the  youngeft  fon,  who,  following  a military 
life,  arrived  to  the  highek  preferments  and  rank  in 
the  army,  and  in  1758  was  fworn  of  the  privy  council, 
and  next  year  was  commander  in  chief  of  the  Britiki 
forces  in  Germany ; but  before  the  end  of  it  he  gave 
up  all  his  military  poks,  and  retired  from  the  army. 
After  wliich,  on  the  death  of  lady  Elizabeth  Germaine, 
who  bequeathed  a large  fortune  to  him,  he  took  the 
name  of  Germaine,  in  addition  to  his  own,  and  was  af- 
terwards one  of  his  Majeky’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
kate  for  the  American  department.  By  letters  patent 
in  1782,  he  was  created  vifcount  Sackville,  &c.  and 
dying  in  1785,  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldek  fon,  (by 
his  wife  Diana,  daughter  and  coheir  of  John  Sam- 
brooke,  efq.)  Charles,  the  prelent  vifcount  Sackville. 

The  youngek  of  the  duke’s  children  was  lady  Caro- 
line, who  married  Joleph  Darner,  afterwards  created 
' lord  Milton. 
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On  the  deceafe  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Dorfet,  Charles, 
carl  of  Middlefex,  his  eldeft  fon  before-mentioned, 
fucceeded  him  in  titles  and  eftate.  In  1766  he  was 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  and  cujios  rotiilorum  for  this 
county,  and  died  in  1769,  leaving  no  iffue  by  his  wife 
Grace,  daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Richard  Boyle,  vif- 
count  Shannon,  who  died  in  1763.  On  which  he  was 
fucceeded  in  titles  and  eftate  by  his  nephew,  John-Fre- 
derick,  only  fon  of  his  next  brother,  the  lord  John 
Philip  Sackville,  who  is  now  duke  and  earl  of  Dorfet, 
carl  of  Middlefex,  baron  of  Buckhurft  and  of  Cran- 
field,  lord  lieutenant  and  cujhs  rotulorum,  and  vice-ad- 
miral of  the  county  of  Kent,  being  fo  appointed  in  the 
room  of  his  uncle.  In  1 7 8 2 he  was  fworn  of  the  privy  1 
Council,  and  made  captain  of  the  yeomen  of  the  guard; 
after  which  he  was  made  mafter  of  the  horfe.  In 
1784  he  was  fent  ambaflador  and  plenipotentiary  to 
the  court  of  France  ; on  his  return  from  which  he  was 
elcifted  a knight  of  the  garter,  and  appointed  lord  ftew- 
ard  of  the  king’s  houfhold ; he  is  high  Reward  of 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  and  colonel  of  the  Weft-Kent 
regiment  of  militia.  His  grace  married  in  1790,  Ara- 
bella-Diana,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Jonathan  Cope,  bare, 
by  whom  he  has  a fon,  George  Frederick,  andfeveral 
daughters.  He  refides  at  this  noble  and  ftately  manfion 
ofKnole,  to  which  and  the  park  he  has  made  confiderable 
improvements. 

He  bears  for  his  arms,  §lutirterly^  or  and  giileSy  a head 
over  all  vaire ; which  fingle  bearing,  without  quarter- 
ings,  it  has  been  the  conftant  cuftom  of  this  family  to 
ufe ; and  for  his  creft,  an  ejioile  of  eight  points  argent. 
His  fupporters  are.  Two  leopards  argent,  /potted /Me. 

Bradeorne  is  a manor  here,  the  feat  of  which  is 
fituated  near  a mile  north-weft  from  the  town  of  Se- 
venoke.  This  eftate  had  the  fame  owners  as  Knole, 
as  has  been  already  deferibed,  till  Sir  Thomas  Gran- 
difon;  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.®  pafled  it  away 

^ Philipott,  p.  317. 
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I by  fale  to  W alter  de  Pevenley,  or  Pemley,  who  very 
probably  firft  erefted  this  manfion,  which  in  old  deeds 
I was  written  Pevenley,  alias  Pemley-court  j but  before 
j I the  beginning  of  king  Henry  VPs  reign,  this  family 
I was  extindl,  and  then  the  Allies  fucceeded  to  the  pof- 
feflion  of  it,  who  were  before  owners  of  much  property 
in  this  neighbourhood.  They  were  written,  in  antient 
Latin  deeds,  De  Fraxino,  and  were  probably  defcended 
from  Thomas  de  Elle,  who  was  one  of  the  rtcognitores 
magna  in  the  4th  year  of  king  John,  as  appears 
by  the  pipe  rolls  of  that  time.  They  rebuilt  un- 
doubtedly a great  part  of  this  antient  fabric,  as  ap- 
peared by  their  coat  of  arms,  Azure^  three  chevrons  ar% 
gentf  in  leveral  of  the  windows.** 

After  this  eftate  had  remained  for  fome  generations 
this  family,  it  became  part  of  the  pofleffions  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Ifley,  in  which  it  remained  till  Sir  Henry  Ifley, 
of  Sundridge,  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
exchanged  it  with  that  king.® 

How  long  it  remained  in  the  crown  I do  not  find; 
but  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  it  was  become  the 
property  of  Sir  Ralph  Bofville,  clerk  of  the  queen’s 
court  of  wards,  who  was  defcended  from  Sir  John 
Bofville,  lord  of  Ardefley,  in  Staffordlhire,  who  was 
living  anno  19  king  Henry  III.  whofe  direft  defeen- 
dant  was  John  Bofville,  efq.  of  Newhall  and  Ardelley, 
who  Jived  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  V,  He  was 
twice  married ; firlf,  to  Maria,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Thomas  Barley,  efq.  of  Woodfome,  by  whom  he  was 
anceftor  of  the  Bofvilles,  of  Newhall ; and  fecondly, 
to  Ifabel,  daughter  of  Percival  Gufacre,  of  Branden- 
burg, afterwards  remarried  to  Henry  Langton,  by 
whom  he  had  Richard  Bofville,  of  Guilthwayte,  whole 
grandlbn  John  Bofville,  of  Guilthwayte,  left  by  Maria 
his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Barnby,  of  Barnby-haJl,  a 
fon,  Ralph,  who  was  of  Bradbornc,  as  beforc-men* 

^ Philipott,  p.  318.  * Aiigtn.  off.  box  E.  18. 
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tioned,  and  clerk  of  the  queen’s  court  of  wards,  who 
bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  a fefs  lozengy  gules,  in  chief 
three  bears  heads  erafed  fable  J 

• He  died  in  the  23d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  leav- 
ing by  his  firft  wife  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Clement,  two  Tons,  Henry  Bofville,  efq.  w'ho  was  of 
Bradborne,and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
Morgan,  of  Chilworth,  in  Surry,  and  Robert,  who  was 
knighted,  and  was  anceflor  of  the  branch  at  Eynsford, 
in  this  county;  whofe  filter  was  married  to  Thomas  Pet- 
ley,  of  Halfted.  Henry  Bofville,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon 
before-mentioned,  left  Sir  Ralph  Bofville,  who  married 
^ary,  fecond  daughter  of  Sampfon  Leonard  and  the 
lady  Margaret  Dacre,  his  wife,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  Leonard  Bofville,  who  married  Anne,  eldeft 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Thomas  Ridley,  LL.  D. 
by  whom  he  had  no  iflue ; and  Margaret,  who  at  length 
became  her  brother’s  heir,  and  carried  this  eftate  of 
Bradborne  in  marriage  to  Sir  William  Bofwell,  who 
was  refident  at  the  Hague  twenty -one  years  for  king 
Charles  I.  She  furvived  her  hulband,  and  dying  in 
1692,  ast.  88,  without  ilTue,  was  buried  in  this  church. 

By  her  will,  in  which  Ihe  was  a munificent  benefadtor 
to  the  fchools  of  Tunbridge  and  Sevenoke,  as  will  be 
mentioned  hereafter,  (he  bequeathed  this  manor  and 
eftate  to  her  kinfman,  William  Bofville,  efq.  who  died 
polTefled  of  it,  having  had  by  Jane  his  wife,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clement  Hobfon,  feveral  children,  of 
,whom  Henry  Bofville,  efq.  the  eldeft,  fucceeded  his 
father  in  this  eftate.  He  rebuilt  the  manfion-houfe  of 
Bradborne,  as  it  now  remains,  and  dying  in  1761  un- 
married, bequeathed  this  eftate  in  tail  to  his  kinfman 
Richard,  only  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Edward  Betenfon, 
bart.  who  was  fon  of  Edward  Betenfon,  of  Lincolns- 
Inn,  who  died  in  1700,  (by  Catherine  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  John  Rayney,  bart.  pfWrotham)  the  fe- 

[ Viftn.  CO  Kent,  anno  1619.  .• 
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cond  fon  of  Sir  Richard  Betenfon,  created  a baronet  in 
fj  the  15th  year  of  king  Charles  II.  On  failure  of  the 
) defeendants  of  the  eldefl:  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  in  1733, 
f the  title  of  baronet  came  to  Sir  Edward  Betenfon,  who 
I'  w'as  of  Wimbledon,  in  Surry,  from  whence  he  removed 
i to  his  fon’s  feat  at  Bradborne,  where  he  died  in  1762, 
r and  lies  buried  in  Wrotham  church,  leaving  by  Urfula 
i his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Nicks,  late  of  Fort  St. 
» George,  merchant,  an  only  fon  and  heir,  Richard,  be- 
t fore-mentioned,  who  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  eftate  \ 
i and  a daughter  named  Helen,  who  died  unmarried  in  1788 
\ leaving  by  her  will  feveralextenfive  charities.  Sir  Richard 
|[  Betenfon,  after  his  father’s  death  continued  to  refide  at 
I Bradborne,  the  houfe  of  which,  as  well  as  the  park, 

the  greatly  improved,  and  in  1765  ferved  the  office  of 
high  fheriff  of  this  county.  He  married  Lucretia,  one 
I of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Martin  Folkes,  efq; 
late  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  who  died  without 
ilTue,  and  was  buried  in  Wrotham  church. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Richard  Betenfon  without  iffiie, 
Bradborne,  with  the  reft  of  the  Bofville  eftates  in  this 
parifh,  went,  by  the  limitation  of  Mr.  Bofville’s  will  to 
Thomas  Lane,  efq.  of  Sevenoke,  who  is  the  prefent 
owner  of  this  feat,  but  John  Hatfell,  efq.  refides  in  it. 

The  liberty  of  the  duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over 
the  manor  of  Bradborne.® 

There  is  an  eftate  called  Blackhall  in  this  parifh, 
■which  was  formerly  in  the  pofteffion  of  a family  called 
Totihurft,  of  which  William  de  Totihurft  flourifhed 
here,  as  appears  by  antient  court  rolls,  in  the  reigns 
of  king  Edward  III.  and  king  Richard  II.  Thomas 
de  Totihurft  held  it  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  V.  and  VI. 
His  fon,  Robert  Totihurft,  who  was,  as  appeared  by 
the  infeription  on  his  tomb  in  this  church,  now  de- 
faced, fervant  to  cardinal  Bourchier,  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  died  poflefled  of  this  eftate  in  1512.  He 

1 

« Kilb.  Survey,  p.  243. 
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was  fuccecdcd  in  it  by  his  fon,  Thomas  Totihui-ft,  efq. 
who  was  a juftice  of  the  peace  for  this  county.  He 
ibme  years  afterwards  alienated  it  to  Ralph  Bofvillc, 
elq,  afterwards  knighted,**  and  clerk  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth’s court  of  wards  i 11  nee  which  this  eftate  has  had 
the  fame  proprietors  as  Bradborne,  and  as  fuch  is  now 
in  the  poflelTion  of  Thornas  Lane,  elq, 

Kippington  is  a feat  here,  which  was  formerly  the 
eftate  of  a younger  branch  of  the  family  of  Cobham, 
of  Cobham  in  this  county.  Reginald  de  Cobham,  of 
Sterborough,  fo  called  from  his  refidence  at  that  caftle 
in  Surry,  diedpoflefled  of  this  place  in  the  35  th  year 
of  king  Edward  III.  as  did  Joane  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  in  the  43d  of  the  fame  reign. 
Their  grandfon.  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  died  poflefled  of 
it  in  the  iith  year  of  king  Edward  1V.‘  leaving  a 
daughter  and  foie  heir,  Anne,  who  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  who  furvived  him,  and 
died  anno  21  king  Henry  VIII. 

Thomas,  their  fon  and  heir,  was  fummoned  to  par- 
liament as  lord  Borough  the  next  year.  He  married 
Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Tirwhit,  ofLincoln- 
fhire,  by  whom  he  had  Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir,  who 
bequeathed  this  eftate  to  his  younger  fon.  Sir  William 
Borough,  and  he,  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  alienated  it  to  Burges,  by  whofe  filter  and  heir  1 
it  was  carried  in  marriage  to  Hanger,  from  whence  it 
was  fold  to  Cowper,  and  he,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.  conveyed  Kippington,  and  the  eftate  belong- 
ing to  it,  to  Mn  Thomas  Farnaby,*'  who  was  the  moft 
eminent  fchoolmafter  of  that  time. 

He  was  an  excellent  fcholar,  fo  famous  in  his  teach- 
ing, and  his  fchool  fo  much  frequented,  that  more  emL 
nent  men,  in  church  and  ftate,  ilfued  thence,  than  from 
any  other  fchools  taught  by  one  man  in  England. 

( 

’’  Philipott,  p.  3 18.  ‘ Rot,  Efch.  ejus  an.  1 

‘ Philip,  p.  319.  See  account  of  him,  Biog.  Brit.  v.  5,  p.  3670. 
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( He  had  removed  from  London,  where  he  hjid  yp- 
« wards  of  three  hundred  noblemen  and  others  under 
j his  care,  to  Sevenoke,  in  1636,  and  taught  here 
t with  great  efteem,  and,  what  is  fcarceiy  to  be  heard 
of  in  his  profeffion,  grew  rich,  and  purchafed  Kip* 
a pi ngton  and  other  eftates  here  and  at  Otford,  and 
9 near  Horfham,  in  Suflex. 

> At  length,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  wars, 

B being  fufpe(5led  of  being  a loyalift,  he  was  much  per- 
3 fecuted  till  his  death,  which  happened  in  1647,  He 
i was  then  about  feventy>two  years  old,'  and  lies  buried 
^ in  the  chancel  of  Sevenoke  church.  His  diredt  de- 
I fcendant  and  grandfon,  Charles  Farnaby,  was  of  Kip- 
I pington,  and  in  the  2d  year  of  king  George  I.  was 
I knighted ; and  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  was 
I Iheriff  of  this  county,  and  in  the  12th,  viz.  July  ai, 

I 1 7^6,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a baronet, 
f This  family  at  firft  bore  for  their  arms,  Quksy  twci 
f Ifars  gemells  argent ^ on  a bend  or,  a lion  pajfant  of  the 
) field,  armed  and  langued  azwe  j which  coat  was  granted 
to  John  Farnaby,  eldeft  fon  of  Mr*  Thomas  Farna-r 
by,  by  his  firft  wife,  by  Sir  Ldward  Walker,  garter* 
in  1 664,  in  confideration  of  his  feryices  to  the  royal 
family  j but  in  the  2d  of  queen  Anue,  the  above  coat 
was  altered  to,  Argent,  three  bars  gemells  gules^  on  4 
bend  or,  a lion  paJJ'ant  of  the Jecond ; and  theu  CQnfirmed 
to  Charles  Farnaby,  efq,  of  Kippi ngton  above  men? 
tioned,  afterward  a baronet,  by  Sir  Henry,  St.  George 
clarencieux. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  h^atfianiel  Let- 
ten,  merchant,  of  London,  by  whom  fie  left  pnly  one 
fon,  Thomas,  his  fuccefi'or  in  title  and  eftate  j and 
two  daughters,  Sarah,  who.  married  Sir  Sidney  Stafford 
Smythe,  late  lord  chief  baron  of  his  court 

of  exchequer ; and  Elizabeth*  who  married  William 

* Woo4’5  Ath.  Yol.  ii.  p.  1P4* 

“ Kimb.  Bar.  vol.  iii.  p,  77. 

G 4 Halcji 


88  CODSHEATH  HUNDRED. 

Hale,  efq.  of  Abbot’s  Langley,  in  Hertfordfhire  ; he  , 
died  in  London,  in  1741. 

Sir  Thomas  Farnaby,  bart.  his  only  Ton,  was  of 
Kippington,  and  in  1737,  married  Mary,  one  of  the 
daughters  and  coheirs  of  Montague  Lloyd,  D.  D. 
He  died  in  1760,  leaving  three  fons,  Charles,  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  in  title  and  eftate ; John,  now  of  Weft  Wick- 
ham, efquire  ; and  Thomas  ; and  one  daughter,™ 
married  to  Charles  Dering,  efq.  of  Barham,  in  this 
county. 

Sir  Charles  Farnaby,  bart.  the  eldefl  fon,  is  the 
prefent  baronet,  who  married  Penelope,  daughter  of 
Ralph  Radcliffe,  efq.  of  Hitchin,  in  Hertfordfhire, 
widow  of  Mr.  Charlton,  of  London,  merchant,  by 
whom  he  has  no  iffue,  and  on  his  brother-in-law, 
John  Radcliffe’s  death,  in  1784,/./).  he  became,  in 
right  of  his  wife,  his  heir,  and  has  fince  taken  the 
name  of  Radcliffe.  In  the  7th  of  king  George  III. 
he  was  chofen  in  parliament  for  this  county,  and  in 
the  next  parliament  for  Hythe,  as  he  has  been  ever  ' 
fince  to  the  prefent  time.  He  refided  for  fome  years  I 
at  Kippington,  the  houfe  of  which  he  almoft  rebuilt,  j 
but  removing  to  Hitchin,  he  fold  this  feat  to  Francis 
Motley  Auften,  efq.  only  fpn  of  Francis  Auften,  efq. 
of  Seyenoke,  by  his  firft  wife,  the  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Motley,  efq,  Mr.  Auften  married  Elizabeth 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Wilfon,ofWeft  Wickham, 
by  whom  he  has  fix  fons  and  three  daughters,  and 
now  refides  at  Kippington. 

There  is  an  eftate  in  this  parifh,  called  Rump- 
shot,  W'hich  is  written,  in  old  evidences,  Rnmpjled. 

It  was  antiently  the  inheritance  of  a family  of  the 
furname  of  Rumpfted,  which  feems  to  have  been  its, 
original  name,  who  pofTefiTed  it  for  many  generations. 
Sir  William  de  Rumpfted  was  an  eminent  man,  and 
flourifhed  here  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  and,, 
as  the  conftant  tradition  of  the  inhabitants  is,  w'as  the* 
Jpfter-father  of  William  de  Sevenoke,  who  was  found  1 

a defolate 
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) a defolate  and  forlorn  orphan,  in  the  hollow  body  of 
; an  oak,  and  received  both  maintenance  and  educa- 
I tion  from  his  charity  and  benevolence. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  this  place  was  in 
( the  pofleffion  of  the  family  of  Nifell,  of  Wrotham, 

I in  which  it  remained  till  Alice,  only  daughter  and  heir 
j of  William  Nifell,  carried  it  in  marriage  to  John 
I Bere,  of  Dartfordj  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 

I alienated  it  to  Peckham,  who  not  many  years  after 
-1  conveyed  it  to  Bedell  j and  Nicholas  Bedell,  in  the 
' I 3d  and  4th  year  of  king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  paf- 
» fed  it  away  to  John  Stacy,  of  Hollenden,  in  Tun-  • 
. bridge,  who  quickly  after  fold  it  to  Mr.  Richard 
Lone,  of  Sevenoke,  Ion  of  Robert  Lone,  of  Ellow, 

I in  Suffolk,  who  bore  for  his  arms  two  coats,  ^lar- 
terlyy  ill  and  4th,  Lone,  azure,  a tiger  pajjant  or , 
2d  and  3d,  ermine,  a crojsformee  fable.'' 

His  fecond  fon,  Richard,  feems  to  have  fucceeded 
! to  this  eftate,  which  he  foon  after  conveyed  by  fale 
to  Thomas  Lambard,  efq.  fon  of  Sir  Muiton  Lam- 
bard,  and  grand  fon  of  William  Lambard  the  pe- 
rambulator ; of  whom  a full  account  has  been  given 
in  the  defcription  of  Weftcombe,  in  Greenwich,  in 
the  firft  volume  of  “this  Hiftory.  Thomas  Lambard, 
the  purchafer  of  this  eftate,  as  above  mentioned, 
married  Ifabella,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Garrard,  of 
Hertfordfhire,  by  whom  he  had  Thomas,  who  died 
/.  p.  and  William,  who  became  his  heir,  and  two 
daughters,  Ifabella,  married  to  Allington  Paynter, 
efq.  of  Gillingham,  and  Mar)^  to  Thomas  Hatton, 
of  London  ; he  died,  in  1675,  and  was  fucceeded 
by  William,  his  only  fon  and  heir,  who  was  of  Se- 
venoke, efquire,  where  he  died,  in  1711,  leaving  by 
Magdalen,  his  wife,  daughter  of  William  Humphries, 
efq.  of  Merioneth,  two  ions,  Thomas,  who  fucceeded 
him  at  Sevenoke,  and  Muiton,  who  was  knighted 

i 

” Vifit.  i6ig.  Philipott,  p.  318. 
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at  the  coronation  of  king  George  II.  and  died  m 
1758,  leaving  Jane  his  wife  furviving,  who  was  the 
foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Fowler,  efq.  of  Afh, 
by  whom  he  had  no  iflue,  Thomas  Lambard,  efq. 
the  elder  brother,  was  of  Sevenoke,  and  died  in  1769, 
leaving  by  Grace,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
Parfons,  bart.  of  Nottingham,  who  died  in  1778, 
two  Tons,  Multon,  efq,  now  of  Sevenoke,  whomar^ 
ried  in  1789,  Aurea,  daughter  of  the  late  Francis 
Otway,  efq.  of  Afligrove,  and  is  the  prefent  pofTeffor 
of  this  eftate.  Thomas,  now  redor  of  Afh,  near 
Wrotham,  who  married  Sophia  Otway  j and  four 
daughters,  Grace,  now  unmarried;  Mary,  married 
to  John  Flalward,  A.  M.  Anne  to  Sackville  Auften, 
A.  M.  and  Jane  to  John  Randolph,  D.D.  They 
bear  for  their  arms,  GuUs  a chevron  vaire  between 
three  lambs  of  the  fecond. 

The  houfe  and  lands,  called  Britains,  in  this 
parifh,  were,  with  the  manors  of  Sevenoke,  Knole, 
and  other  premifes,  conveyed  in  exchange,  by  arch- 
bifhop  Cranmer,  anno  29  king  Henry  VIII.  to  that 
king,  as  has  been  mentioned  more  fully  before. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  35th  year,  granted  this 
eftate  for  life  to  Matthew  Colthurft ,°  but  the  fee  re- 
mained in  the  crown  till  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  4th 
year,  granted  it  by  the  name  of  the  manor,  melTuage, 
and  brewhoufe,  with  the  appurtenances,  called  Bri- 
tains, in  Sevenoke,  to  John  Dudley,  earl  of  War- 
wick, who  that  year  granted  a leafe  of  the  fame  for 
forty  years  to  Sir  George  Harper  and  Thomas  Cul- 
peper. The  earlof  Warwick  was  the  next  year  crea- 
ted duke  of  Northumberland  ; and  in  the  7th  year 
of  that  reign,  conveyed  this  eftate,  among  other  pre- 
mifes in  Sevenoke,  back  again  to  the  king  where 
it  ftaid  but  a fhort  time,  for  queen  Mary,  in  her  ift 

° Dal.  and  Bendl.  Reports. 

’’  Aug.  Off.  Inrolraents.  Dyer’s  Reports,  p.  183. 
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year,  granted  the  fee  of  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Wood- 
c houfe  and  Thomas  Reynowe,^  who,  that  year,  paf- 
I fed  it  away  to  John  Dawnfey  and  Anne  his  wife. 

Sir  Ralph  Bofville  of  Bradborne,  in  this  parifli, 
j died  anno  23  queen  Elizabeth,  poffefled  of  the  ma- 
nor, or  farm  of  Brittons,  and  three  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  one  water  mill,  holding  the  fame  in  capite 
by  knights  fervice,  whofe  fecond  fon.  Sir  Robert  Bof-: 
vyle  (for  fo  he  fpelt  his  name)  fucceeded  him  in  this 
eftatc ; in  whofe  defendants,  feated  at  Eynsford,  in 
this  county,  it  feems  to  have  continued  till  Sir  Henry 
Bofvyle,  dying  without  iiiue  in  1 702,  devifed  it  by 
will  to  his  kinlman,  Robert  Bofville,  efq.  of  Stafford- 
(hire  j whofe  fon,  of  the  fame  name,  about  the  year 
1765,  fold  it  to  Sir  Thomas  Farnaby,  bare,  of  Kip- 
pington,  in  this  parilh;  whofe  fon,  Sir  Charles  Far- 
naby Radcliffe,  bart.  in  1797,  alienated  it  to  Francis 
Modey  Auden,  efq.  of  Kippington,  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

Sampfon  Leonard,  efq.  of  Herdmonceaux,  in  Suf-. 
fex,  in  1611,  in  confideration  of  twelve  hundred 
pounds,  conveyed  to  John  Cacott,  gent,  of  Sunde- 
ridge,  among  other  premifes,  the  manor  or  farm» 
called  WicKHURST,  with  its  appurtenances,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  fixty  acres  of  land,  in  Sevenoke; 
out  of  which  there  was  a rent  of  ten  (hillings  and  eight 
pence,  granted  by  deed,  indented  to  Thomas  Lock 
and  James  Wood,  churchwardens  of  Sevenoke,  and 
their  fucceffors.  This  edate  afterwards  became  the 
property  of  Thomas  Streatfield,  efq.  of  Sevenoke  ; 
fince  which  it  has  paffed  to  Nathaniel  Barham,  efq. 
the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Stedalls,  or  Stidtdfe  s Hoathy  is  an  edate  in  this 
j parilh,  adjoining  to  Seal,  which  has  already  been 
mentioned  in  the  defeription  of  thatparidi,as  having 
been  part  of  the  demefnes  of  that  manor,  and  as  ha- 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  5.  2 Phil,  and  Mary. 
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ving  pafled  from  the  family  of  Stidiilfe  to  that  of 
Quintin,  alias  Oliver,  from  whence  it  was  fold  to 
Richard  Tybold,  alias  Theobold,  in  the  reign  of  queen 
Elizabeth.  His  grandlon,  Stephen  Theobald,  efq. 
died  in  1619,  leaving  by  Catharine  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Richard  Caryll,  efq.  two  daughters  and  coheirs  ; 
whom  Catherine  married  to  Edward  Michell,  efq.  who 
upon  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance  had  this  eftate, 
with  Stiduife’s-place,  in  Seale,  and  other  premifes 
there,  allotted  to  her;  and  in  this  name  of  Michell, 
Sted-alls  continued  till  a female  heir  of  this  family 
cairied  it  in  marriage  to  Bifhe  Shelley,  efq  of  Suffex, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  fecond  daughter  of  William 
Perry,  efq.  of  Turville-park,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter 
and  coheir  of  Col.  Thomas  Sidney,  and  grand  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Robert  earl  of  Leicefter,  by  whom  he 
had  one  fon,  John  Shelley,  efq.  who,  in  1793,  took 
the  furname  of  Sidney,  purfuant  to  the  will  of  his 
grandmother  above  mentioned,  and  he  is  the  prefent 
poffeflbr  of  this  eftate. 

The  family  of  Newman  were  for  fome  generations 
tenants  of  this  houfe  and  eftate,  and  relided  here  ; 
many  of  whom  lie  buried  in  this  and  in  Seale  church ; 
a younger  branch  of  them  afterwards  fettled  at  Weft- 
bere,  near  Canterbury,  where  a farther  account  of 
them  may  be  feen. 

Of  the  THREE  DISTRICTS,  iiito  which  this  parifti 
is  divided,  of  which  thofe  of  Town  Borough  and 
the  Weald  have  already  been  defcribed,  the  remain- 
ing one  of  Riverhead  is  by  no  means  inconfiderable. 
It  lies  about  a mile  from  Sevenoke  town,  and  feems 
formerly  to  have  been  written  both  Rotherhith  and 
PvOthered,  comprehending  the  weftern  part  of  this 
parifti;  it  contains  the  large  hamlet  of  Riverhead, 
in  which  are  fttuated  lord  Amherft’s  feat  of  Montreal ; 
that  of  Cool  Harbour,  late  admiral  Amherft’s;  and 
Mrs.  Petley’s  ; through  this  hamlet  the  road  branches 
on  the  one  hand  to  Weftexhani,  and  on  the  other 
' • acrofs 
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acrofs  the  river  Darent  towards  Farnborongli  and 
). : London ; hence  it  extends  beyond  Bradborne  to  the 
, ! bounds  of  this  parilh,  nortli-eadward,  at  Greatnefs, 
i ; which  is  within  it. 

In  this  hamlet  w’as  the  antlent  manfion,  called 
f Brook's  Place,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by  one  of 
[ the  family  ol  Colpeper,  out  of  the  materials  taken 
> ; from  the  neighbouring  fupprelfed  hofpital  of  St.  John. 
;i  It  afterwards  came  into  the  pollcffion  of  a younger 
1 branch  of  the  family  of  Amherlt.  Jeffrey  Amherlt, 
efq.  bencher  of  Gray’s-inn,  was  ow'ner  of  it,  and  re- 
1 ffded  here  at  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  century.  He 
was  defeended  of  anceftors,  w'ho  had  been  feated  at 
‘ Pembury  in  the  reign  of  king  Richard  11.  from  whom, 

! in  a dire<5t  line,  defeended  Richard  Amherft,  efq. 
> W'ho  left  three  ions  ; the  eldeft  of  whom,  Richard, 
{ w'as  fergeant  at  law,  and  of  Bayhall,  in  Pembury,  in 
I the  defeription  of  which  a full  account  w'ill  be  given 
of  him  and  his  defeendants.  Jeffry,  the  fecond,  was 
anceftor  of  the  Riverhead  branch,  as  will  be  men- 
tioned hereafter ; and  William,  the  third  fon,  left 
an  only  daughter,  Margaret,  married  to  John  Champs 
of  Tunbridge. 

Jeffry  Amherft  w'as  redor  of  Horfemonden,  and 
refided  at  Southes,  in  Suffex,  where  he  died,  and  was 
buried  in  1662;  whofe  grandfon,  Jeffry  Amherft, 
efq.  was  of  Riverhead,  as  has  been  before  mentioned, 
and  a bencher  of  Gray’s-inn,  and  dying  in  1713,  was 
buried  at  Pembury.  By  his  firft  wife,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Henry  Yates,  efq.  of  Suffex,  he  had 
feveral  children,  of  whom,  Jeffry,  the  lecond  fon, 
only  arrived  at  maturity,  and  was  of  Riverhead  ; he 
was  a bencher  of  Gray’s-inn,  and  dying  in  1750,  was 
buried  in  Sevenoke  church,  having  married  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  Kerrill,  efq.  of  Hadlow, 
by  whom  he  had  feven  fons  and  two  daughters,  viz. 
^ Elizabeth,  married  to  John  Thomas,  clerk,  of  Wel- 

ford, 
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ford,  in  Gioucefterlhire ; and  Margaret,  who  died 

unmarried. 

Of"  the  Ions,  Sackville,  the  eldeft,  died  unmarried 
in  1763,  Jeffry  the  fecond,  will  be  mentioned  here- 
after ; John,  the  third,  was  of  Riverhead,  and  vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue  fquadron ; he  married  Anne, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Lindzee,  of  Portfmoutli,  by 
whom  he  had  no  iffue;  he  died  in  1778,  and  his  wi- 
dow re-married  Thomas  Munday,  efq.  The  feventh 
fon,  William,  was  a lieutenant-general  in  the  army, 
and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Patter- 
fon,  efq.  of  London.  He  died  in  1 781,  leaving  one 
fon,  William-Pitt,  and  a daughter,  Elizabeth-Frances. 

Jeffry  Amherft,  efq.  the  fecond  fon,  became,  at 
length,  poffeffed  of  the  manfion  of  Brooks,  and  at- 
taching himfelf  early  in  life  to  the  profeflion  of  a 
foldier,  he  acquired  the  higheft  military  honours  and 
preferments,  after  a fix  years  glorious  war  in  North 
America,  of  which  he  was  appointed  governor  and 
commander  in  chief  in  1760}  which,  when  he  re- 
ligned,  the  king,  among  other  marks  of  his  royal  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct,  appointed  him  governor 
of  the  province  of  Virginia. 

The  vid:orious  atchievements  of  the  Britilh  forces 
in  North  America,  during  Sir  Jeffry  Amherft’s  con- 
tinuance there,  cannot  be  better  fummcd  up  than  by 
giving  two  of  the  infcriptions  on  an  obelifk,  in  the 
grounds  of  his  feat  at  Montreal;  viz. 

Louisbourgh  furendered,  and  fix  French  battalions  pri- 


foners  of  war  - --  - - --  --  --  - July  ^6,  1758. 
Fort  Du  Quesne,  taken  poflcffion  of-  - Nov.  24,  1758. 
Niagara  furrendered,  - - - -----  July  25,  1759. 
Ticonderago  taken  pofleffion  of,  - - - July  26,  1759. 
Crown  Point  taken  poflelfion  of,  - - - Auguft4,  1759. 
Quebec  capitulated,  - - --  --  --  --  Sept.  18,  i7S9* 

THE  other: 

Fort  Levi  furrendered,  - - -----  Aug.  25,  1760, 

Isle  op  Noix  abandoned,  -------  Aug.  28,  1760. 

Montreal  furrendered,  and  with  it  all  Canada,  and  ten 


French  battalions  laid  down  their  arms.  Sept.  8,  1760. 
St.  John’s,  Newfoundland,  retaken,*  - Sept.  18,  1762. 

In 
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'I  In  1761,  he  was  made  a knight  of  the  Bath,  and 
!j  afterwards  a privy  counfellor ; after  which  he  fuc- 
;!  ceeded  to  the  higheft  military  preferments;  being,  in 
I;  1796,  made  field  marfhal  of  his  majefty’s  forces; 

1 1 before  which  he  had  been  created  a peer  of  this  realm, 
I;  by  the  title  of  lord  Amherft,  baron  of  Holmfdale ; 

1 and  on  Augufl  30,  1 788,  he  had  a new  grant  of  that 
i barony,  with  remainder  to  his  nephew,  William  Pitt 
Amherft,  eldeft  fon  of  his  younger  brother,  lieut.  gen. 

, Amherft  before  mentioned. 

Soon  after  lord  Amherft’s  return  from  America, 
1;  having  pulled  down  the  old  manfion  of  Brookes,  he 
i:  eredled,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  it,  an  elegant  man- 
1:  fiOn,  built  of  Stone,  in  which  he  now  refides,  nam- 
i ing  it  Montreal,  in  remembrance  of  his  great 
fuccefs  in  taking  that  city  in  Canada. 

; In  1764,  lord  Amherft,  with  confent  of  the  lord 
of  the  manor,  inclofed  fome  common  ground,  and 
turned  the  road  farther  from  his  houfe ; to  effect 
' which  there  was  a writ.  Ad  quod  damnum^  ifTued, 
which  was  returned  and  recorded  at  the  Eafter  fef- 
fions,  held  at  Maidftone  for  that  year. 

His  lordfhip  has  been  twice  married ; firft  to  Jane, 

I only  daughter  of  Thomas  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Hamp- 
ton’s, in  this  county,  who  died  without  ifliie ; and, 
fecondly,  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Major 
' General  George  Cary,  only  brother  to  lord  vifeount 
Falkland,  by  whom  he  has  as  yet  no  iftiie.  He  bears 
for  his  arms,  GuleSy  three  tilting  [pears  ere£i  or^  headed 
argent',  for  his  creft,  on  a wreath,  or  and  gules,  a turf 
■ njert,  and  on  it  three  tilting  [pears,  one  ere6l,  and  two 
faltier^wife  or,  headed  argent,  incircled  zvith  a garland 
; vert ; and  for  his  fupporters,  on  the  dexter  lide,  a 
Canadian  war  Indian,  his  exterior  arm  embowed,  hold- 
ing a war-axe  proper ; on  the  finifter  lide,  a like  Ca- 
nadian, holding  in  his  exterior  hand  a Jlaff  argent,  thereon 
a fcalp  proper t 


' There 
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There  Is  another  skat  in  this  hamlet,  which 
has  been  for  Tome  generations  the  property  and  refii- 
dence  of  a branch  of  the  family  of  Petley,''  of  whom 
fome  account  has  already  been  given  in  the  former 
part  of  this  Hiftory.  Ralph  Petley,  eldeft  fon  of 
Thomas  Petley,  of  Filfton,  in  Shoreham,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  king  James  1.  by  his  lecond  wife, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ralph  Cam,  of  London,  firft 
removed  hither.  His  fon,  Ralph  Petley,  was  iFeriff 
of  this  county,  in  the  31  ft  year  of  king  Charles  II. 
He  married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Seyliard,bart. 
of  Chidingftone,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  i 
Thomas  j John,  who  married  Jane  Lockyer,  by 
whom  he  left  one  fon,  Charles,  afterwards  heir  to  his 
firft  coufin,  Ralph  Petley ; and  a daughter  Jane, 

who  died  unmarried  ; Jane,  wife  of Fowler,  efq. 

and  Ralph,  who  died  without  ifliie.  He  died  in 
1704,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  with  Jane  his 
wife. 

His  eldeft  fon,  Thomas  Petley,  efq.  fucceeded  him 
in  this  feat,  and  married  Margaret,  one  of  the  three 
daughters  and  coheirs  of  Thomas  Gifford,  efq.  by 
whom  he  left  Ralph  Petley,  efq.  his  fon  and  heir, 
and  other  children. 

Ralph  Petley  died  unmarried,  in  1751,  and  at 
his  death  bequeathed  this  feat,  and  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  to  his  firft  coufin,  Mr.  Charles  Petley,  (fon 
of  his  uncle  John,  by  Jane  Lockyer)  who  was  ftore- 
keeper  of  the  ordnance  at  Chatham.  He  removed 
hither;  and^  in  1752,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Robert  Paul,  efq.  of  Northumberland.  He  died 
at  Riverhead,  in  1765,  leaving  his  wife  furviving, 
and  three  fons  and  three  daughters ; of  the  former, 
Ralph  Robert  Carter  married  Mifs  Elizabeth  Camp- 
bell of  Poole,  and  died  in  1788,  leaving  three  fons, 
Charles,  John,  and  Horace.  John  w^as  a captain  of 

Under  Downe,  Shoreham,  Halfted,  and  Otford. 

dragoons, 
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rj  dragoons,  and  died  in  1792,  unmarried;  and  Twif- 
ii  den  died  under  age  and  unmarried;  of  the  three 
Ij  daughters,  Elizabeth  married  Philip  Cade,  e£q.  Ju- 
{1  dith  is  unmarried,  and  Sarah  married  K.  Mackenzie, 
t(|  efq.  of  Cromartie.  After  Mr.  Charles  Petley’s  death, 

L the  fee  of  this  feat  became  at  length  veiled,  by  the 
f,  death  of  the  third  fon  unmarried,  in  his  two  elder 
C brothers,  Ralph  and  John,  the  latter  of  whom  left 
f{  his  interell  in  it  to  his  mother,  who  is  now  pofl'elTed 
D of  one  moiety  of  it,  and  relides  here  ; the  other  moie- 
ty  of  it  is  veiled  in  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Ralph,  the 
t eldell  brother  ; after  whofe  death  it  will  become  the 

f property  of  her  two  younger  fons,  John  and  Horace. 

They  bear  for  their  arms,  Urgent  two  chevrons  in- 
[i  grailed  fable.,  a canton  ermine. 

' THE  SCHOOL  AND  ALMS  HOUSE. 

About  the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  III. ’s  reign; 
there  was  found,  by  Sir  William  Rumplled,  in  the 
hollow  of  a tree,  or,  as  fome  report,  in  the  llreet  of 
Sevenoke,  a poor  child,  whofe  parents  were  unknown, 
w’ho  for  that  reafon  was  named  after  the  place  where 
he  was  difcovered,  William  Sevenoke,  or  Sevenokes, 
as  his  name  was  fometimes  written.  This  orphan 
was,  by  the  affiftance  of  Sir  William,  and  other  cha- 
ritable perfons,  brought  up,  and  put  out  apprentice,* 
and  was  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the  Grocers  com- 
pany. By  degrees  he  accumulated  wealth,  and  rofe 
to  be  lord  mayor  of  London,  which  office  he  ferved 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  and  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  then  bearing  for  his  arms, 
Seven  acorns,  three,  three,  and  one}  He  ferved  in 
parliament  for  the  city  of  London,  in  the  8th  year  of 
king  Henry  V.  and  was,  by  his  will,  a benefadlor 
to  the  parilh  of  St.  Dunllan  in  the  Eaft,  and  was 
buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Martin,  Ludgate. 

In  gratitude  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  he  by  his 
! will,  in  1432,  founded  an  hofpital,  conlilling  of  an 

1 

* Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  574.  ’ Strype’s  Stow’s  Surv.  p.  117,  iiS- 
VOL.  III.  H alms 
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almi  houfe  arxl  a free  fchool  within  this  town,  endow- 
ing both  with  a fufficient  maintenance.  After  which, 
in  the  2d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  through  the  care 
of  Sir  Ralph  Bofville,  and  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
here,  not  only  the  yearly  tlipends  were  much  in- 
creafed,  but  their  former  litigated  polielTions  were 
fettled  and  quietly  eftablifhed  by  the  queen’s  letters 
patent  that  year,  which  diredted,  that  there  Ibould 
be  for  ever,  in  the  town  of  Sevenocks,  a free  gram- 
mar-fchool,  called  The  grammar  fchool  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth ; and  that  there  fhould  be  an  incorporation  of 
it,  to  ^onfifl  of  two  wardens  of  the  fchool,  four  aflif- 
tants'bf  the  town  and  parilb  of  Sevenocks,  which  was 
confirmed  by  an  aft,  palled  in  the  39th  year  of  that 
reign,  not  only  as  to  this  fchool,  but  the  incorpora- 
tion was  more  firmly  eftablifhed  as  to  the  hofpital  or 
alms  houfe,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  lupport^in  it; 
the  endowment  of  both  having  been  greatly  aug- 
mented, among  others,  by  John  Potkyn,  D.  D.  in 
king  Henry  VIII. ’s  reign,  who  lies  buried  in  this 
church. 

This  fchool  is  at  this  time  a free  grammar  fchool y 
for  the  education  of  poor  children  of  this  pariQi  (and 
two  from  each  of  the  parifhes  of  Kemfing  and  Seale, 
by  Dr.  Potkyn’s  donation)  free  of  all  expences  of 
education.  The  alms  houfes  are  appropriated  for 
elderly  trades  people  to  live  in,  and  an  allowance  of 
2S.  6cl.  each,  being  in  number  thirty-two,  and  fixteen 
out  penfioners,  with  the  like  allowance.  There  is  a 
houfe  and  fchool,  with  a falary  of  fifty  pounds  per 
annum,  allotted  to  the  grammar  mafter,  who  muft: 
be  a bachelor  of  arts,  and  a penfion  to  the  minifter 
of  Sevenoke  of  6s.  8d.  per  annum.  There  are  four 
exhibitions  to  Cambridge  for  four  fcholars,  at  fifteen 
pounds  each ; the  endowment  of  ail  which  arifes  from 
houfes,  wharfs,  and  warehoufes,  in  the  parifti  of  All 
Saints  Barking,  in  London ; in  annuities  or  yearly 
rent  charges,  ifluing  out  of  lands ; and  in  the  ftock 

of 


SiiVJElNOKE.  99 

of  one  tlioufand  pounds.  New  South  Sea  annuities, 
veiled  in  the  four  afliftants  and  two  wardens,  amount- 
ing to  thirty  pounds  per  annum  intereft  3 per  cent, 
the  whole  annual  produce  being  654I.  12s.  9d.  of 
which  a farther  account  will  be  given  below. 

The  lady  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Ralph  Bof- 
ville,  and  widow  of  Sir  William  Bofwell,  before  her 
death,  in  1675,  fettled  a farm  in  Effex  upon  truf- 
tees,  to  pay  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  founding  and 
endowment  of  two  fcholarfhips  in  Jefus  College,  in 
Cambridge,  of  twelve  pounds  per  annum  eachj  the 
fcholars  to  be  called  Sir  William  Bofwell’s  Icholars, 
and  to  be  chofen  out  of  Sevenoke  fchool ; and  from 
want  of  lands  fitting  there,  out  of  Tunbridge  fchool  j 
and  upon  every  vacancy  three  pounds  a-piece  to 
two  of  the  fellows  of  Jefus  college,  to  come  over  to 
prove  the  capacities  of  the  lads,  and  five  pounds  to 
one  examiner,  or  fix  pounds  between  the  two  for  a 
piece  of  plate  j twelve  pounds  yearly  to  a fchool- 
mafler,  to  inflrudl  fifteen  of  the  pooreft  children, 
born  in  this  parifh,  in  the  catechifm  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  to  write  and  caft  accounts  j and  eigh- 
teen pounds  per  annum  more,  to  be  kept  in  public 
flock,  to  place  them  fo  taught  to  handicraft  trades  or 
employments.  In  the  8th  year  of  king  George  I,  the 
leafes  of  the  warehoufes,  erected  on  part  of  the  lands, 
called  Woolquay,  devifed  by  Sir  William  Sevenoke, 
for  thefe  charitable  purpofes,  being  expired,  and  the 
fchool  and  alms-houfes  much  out  of  repair  ; on  a pro* 
pofal  made  to  the  wardens  and  affiflants  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  them,  tending  greatly  to  the  advantage  of 
this  charity,  an  aft  of  paliament  pafled  to  veil  the 
fee  and  inheritance  of  theni  in  truflees,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  crown,  as  lying  contiguous  to  the  royal  cufton)- 
houfe,  that  they  might  be  fitted  up  for  wmehoufes, 
offices,  or  other  conveniences  for  merchants,  or  the 
commiffioners  and  officers  of  the  cuftoms  j and  the 
king,  to  prornote  this  fo  ufeful  and  beneficial  a cha- 
rity, ordered  the  wardens  and  affiflants  to  be  then 
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paid  2500I.  towards  the  rebuilding  the  fchool,  alms 
houle,  &c.  which  fum  was  confirmed  to  them  by  the  aft 
then  paffed.  And  the  wharf,  quay,  and  other  pre- 
mifes,  were  made  fubjeft  by  it  to  a yearly  rent  of 
5 i;ol.  to  be  paid  for  the  future  to  the  wardens  and 
alliftants,  and  their  fuccefTors,  for  ever,  for  the  per- 
petual fupport  and  maintenance  of  the  charitable  ufes, 
ordered  by  the  founder  and  other  benefaftors. 

In  purfuance  of  which  the  prefent  fchool  houfe  was 
crefted  on  the  old  foundation,  in  1727;  and  the  hof- 
pital  or  alms  houfe  was  completely  repaired  and  fit- 
ted up. 

There  are  at  prefent  fix  exhibitions  belonging  to 
this  fchool,  four  of  which  are  of  fifteen  pounds  a 
year,  and  confined  to  no  college  or  either  univerfity 
in  particular  j and  it  is  now  in  a flourilhing  condition, 
being  of  good  efteem  in  the  county  as  a feminary  of 
learning,  for  the  education  of  youth. 

Dr.  Thomas  Fuller,  M.  D.  of  this  place,  who 
died  in  1734,  is  faid  to  have  profecuted  the  managers 
of  this  charity,  and  obtained  an  order,  that  they 
fhould  pafs  their  accounts  in  chancery,  and  be  fub- 
jeft in  f^uture  to  annual  elections. 

CHJRH'IES. 

George  Scott,  gent,  gave  by  will,  in  1645,  diftri- 

btited  among  fuch  poor  of  the  ville  or  precinA  of  Riverhead, 
frequenting  divine  fervice  every  Sunday  morning,  fifteen  two- 
penny loaves,  of  good  w'heaten  bread,  arifing  out  of  a houfe 
called  the  Bull  and  Bufii  formerly,  and  eftates  in  Riverhead  li- 
berty, veiled  in  the  churchwardens  and  clerk,  being  2s.  6d.  per 
week,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  61.  los. 

SiK  Henry  Fermor  gave  by  will,  in  1732,  to  forty  induf- 
trious  poor  people,  men  and  women,  not  receiving  alms  of  the 
parifli,  one  load  of  wheat  bread  corn  yearly,  on  0<fl.  18,  arifing 
out  of  his  eftate  in  Hadlow  and  Great  Peckham,  now  veiled  in  his 
heirs. 

Ralph  Bosville,  gent,  gave  by  will,  in  1748,  ellablillied 
by  decree  in  chancery,  in  1751,  to  provide  fixteen  three-penny 
loaves  of  good  wheaten  bread,  to  be  given  away  every  Sunday 
morning  to  fixteen  of  the  poorell  houfekeepers  of  Sevenoke  town 
liberty,  not  receiving  alms  of  the  parilh,  money,  being  now  the 
• ' . fum 
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fum  of  1184I.  S.  S.  Ann.  of  the  year  1751,  at  3 percent,  annual 
produce,  lol.  los.  and  to  two  of  the  oldell  poor  perfons  of  Ri- 
verhead  libert)',  not  receiving  alms.of  the  parifti,  the  occupier  of 
the  polt-houfe  to  be  one,  2S.  6d.  per  week,  each  veiled  in  truf- 
tees,  amount  in  money,  35I.  10s.  4d.  annual  produce  13I.  and 
for  educating  ten  poor  children  of  Ri verhead  liberty,  12I.  all 
which  are  vefted  in  three  truftees. 

Jeffry  Amherst,  efq.  on  or  about  the  year  1725,  gave  to 
the  poor  of  this  parilh  in  general,  an  annuity  of  5I.  per  annum, 
ilfuing  out  of  his  eftate  in  tliis  parifli,  and  of  that  annual  produce. 

Mrs.  Ewer  gave  by  will,  in  1781,  150I.  a part  of  it  to  put 
two  children  out  apprentices,  and  the  remainder  to  be  diftributed 
among  the  pooreft  and  moll  deferving  families  j which  gift  is 
now  depending  in  the  court  of  chancery. 

Sevenoke  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter.  It  is  a peculiar  of 
the  archbiChop,  and  as  fuch  is  in  the  deanry  of  Shore- 
ham.  The  church  ftands  at  the  fouth  end  of  the 
town,  and  is  an  handfome  large  building,  with  a 
fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end.  It  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Nicholas. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it,  are  the  follow- 
ing : In  the  middle  ijle,  memorials  for  Heath,  Wall,  Dr.  Oliver 
Theobald,  M.D.  of  Sevenoke,  and  others  of  this  name;  Duck, 
Fowlers,  and  Streatfields,  of  this  parifli.  In  the  north  ijle,  a me- 
morial for  John  Fermor,  efq.  ob.  1722;  a mural  monument, 
removed  hither  from  Greenwich  church,  for  Wm.  Lambarde, 
the  perambulator,  who  died  in  1601,  at  Weflcombe,  in  that  pa- 
rifti ; and  for  Sir  Moulton  Lambarde  of  that  place,  his  fon  and 
heir,  who  died  at  Weflcombe,  in  1634.  On  the  north  fide,  a 
monument  for  John  Fermor,  efq.  fon  of  Wm.  Fermor,  efq.  of 
Walfhes,  in  Suftex,  obt.  1722,  ere£led  by  his  brother,  Henry  Fer- 
mor, efq.  In  the  fouth  ijle,  memorials  for  Woodgate  and  Luck- 
nor;  a monument  for  Thomas  Fuller,  M.D.  obt.  1734;  his  mo- 
ther, wife,  and  feveral  of  his  children,  hi  the  chancel,  memorials 
for  Ralph  Fetley,  efq.  of  this  parifti,  and  Jane  his  wife,  ob.  1704; 
anpther  for  Sir  Charles  Farnaby,  bart.  of  Kippington,  ob.  1741, 
and  lady  Elizabeth  his  wife,  ob.  1757;  and  for  Sir  fho.  Farnaby, 
bArt.  their  only  furviving  fon,  ob.  1760;  for  Tho.  Farnaby,  efq. 
ob.  1647  ; and  one  for  dame  Anne  Coell,  eldefl  daughter  of  John 
How'fon,  biftiop  of  Durham,  firfl  married  to  Thomas  Farnaby, 
efq.  of  Kippington,  and  afterwards  to  Sir  John  Coell  of  Suffolk, 
ob.  1683.  Within  the  rails  of  the  altar,  a grave  ftone,  on  which 
has  been  the  eftigy  of  a man  in  brafs,  underneath  an  infeription 
for  Hugh  Owen,  formerly  rcdlor  of  this  church  ; a monument, 
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with  the  figure  of  a woman  kneeling,  with  a book  in  her  hand, 
and  other  figures  of  fculpture  on  each  fide,  for  the  lady  Marga- 
ret,relift  of  Sir  Wm.  Bofwell,  refident  at  the  Hague  for  twenty- 
one  years  for  king  James  I,  with  an  infcription,  reciting  her  cha- 
rities to  this  parilhand  elfewhere  ; fhe  died  in  1692,  and  lies  bu- 
ried in  a vault  underneath.  At  the  eaft  end,  a monument  for. 
the  lady  Margery  Clerke,  of  the  antient  family  at  Ford,  in  Wro- 
tham,  wife  of  Thomas  Scott,  efq,  of  thofe  of  Congherft,  in 
Hawkhurft,  ob.  1618.  There  were  formerly  infcriptions,  but 
long  fince  loft,  for  Edward  Bourgehier,  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Tho. 
Bourgehier,  fon  of  John  Lord,  of  Berners,  and  Agnes,  the  wife 
of  the  faid  Tho.  Bourgehier,  daughter  of  Sir  Tho.  Carlton,  which 
Edward  died  in  1496.  One  for  Robert  Law,  chaplain  of  St. 
Mary’s  Chantry,  in  this  church,  ob,  140;  and  for  Wm.  Potken 
and  Alexandria,  his  wife;  he  died  in  1499.  And  of  Brooke, 
Gregbye,  Tottlehurft,  and  Yardley."’ 

The  church  of  Sevenoke  was  part  of  the  pofleffioiis 
of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  where  it  remained  till  arch- 
bifhop  Cranmer,  by  that  great  deed  of  exchange, 
which  he  made  with  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  29th 
year  of  that  reign,  conveyed  it  to  the  king,  by  the 
name  of  the  advowfon  and  patronage  of  Sevenoke. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that  there 
Were  in  Sevenoke  a parfonage  and  vicarage,  with 
houfes  to  each,  and  that  the  parfonage  had  been  let 
at  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum,  and  the 
vicarage  at  20I.  per  annum,  and  that  Mr.  Kentifh 
was  the  only  incumbent  put  in  by  the  parliament.* 

The  redory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  1 3I. 
6s.  8d._  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  6s.  8d.  The  vi- 
carage is  there  valued  at  15I.  3s.  i|d.  and  the  yearly 
tenths  at  il.  los.  3fd.^  Penlion  to  the  redor  of 
Shoreham,  3I.  6s.  8d. 

The  redory  of  Sevenoke  has  been  for  many  years 
t linecure,  divided  from  the  vicarage,  each  requiring 

* Wefcver,  p.  52  Seethfc  monuments  knd  infcriptions  morfc 
•t  large,  in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  866. 

* Parliament.  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xit. 

^ Eft.  Thef.  p.  38^.  MSS.  Twyfeien.  Augmentation  Office. 
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feparate  inftitution  and  induction,  and  a conformity^ 
* in  every  particular,  to  the  ad:  of  Uniformity.  The 
patronage  of  both  was  for  fome  time  polfeffed  by  the 
family  of  Curteis.  Dr.  Thomas  Curteis,  red:or  and 
vicar  of  this  parifh,  died  in  1775,  which  then  de- 
fcended  to  his  daughter,  Hefter,  married  to  David 
Papilion,  efq.  of  Acris,  who  in  her  right  became  en- 
titled to  it,  ^nd  he  is  the  prefent  pofi'effor  of  this  pa- 
tronage. 

Mr.  John  Lennard  had  a judicial  fentence  in  the 
arches,  in  1579,  for  tithe  wood  in  this  parilh,  againfl 
Fofter  and  Pecock. 

He  had  inclofed  lands  and  wood  into  Otford-park, 
and  feventy-four  acres  of  land  and  wood  into  Knole- 
park,  which  joined  to  Whittley,  and  lay  below  the 
hills,  and  fixty  acres  into  Panter’s-park,  adjoining  to 
Whittley,  but  lying  nearer  the  Weald;  and  becaufe 
the  tithe  of  land  and  wood  belonged  to  the  vicar  of 
Sevenoke,  and  twenty  fhillings  for  tithe  pannage  out 
of  Knowle  ; therefore,  by  decree  of  the  court  of  aug- 
mentation, by  the  king’s  command,  the  vicar  had 
five  pounds  decreed  to  him,  35  king  Henry  Vlll. 
which  has  beeii  paid  ever  fmce. 

There  was,  before  the  Reformation,  a chapel, 
or  CHANTRY,  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  Mary,  in  this 
church,  which  was  founded  by  Sir  Henry  Gawdy, 
clerk,  Ibmecime  parfon  of  this  church,  for  a prieft  to 
celebrate  in  it,  for  his  foul,  and  the  fouls  of  all  other 
Chriftian  people.  The  advowfon  and  nomination  of 
whom  was  to  be  in  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  and 
his  fucceffors. 

Archbifliop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  exchanged  this  right  of  nomination  with 
the  king,  for  other  premifes  elfewhere,  and  it  remain- 
ed in  the  hands  of  the  crown  at  the  fuppreflion  of  the 
chantry  itfelf,  by  the  aft  of  the  i ft  of  king  Edward  VI. 
when  the  revenues  of  it,  confifting  of  a meflTuage 
and  garden,  called  the  Chanter’s-houfe,  and  other 
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premlfes,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  8l.  9s.  4d.  were 
furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands;  and  in  1553, 
there  was  remaining  a penfion  of  fix  pounds  paid  to 
William  Hopkins,  late  incumbent  of  this  chantry,"^ 

At  the  northern  extremity  of  this  parifh,  near 
GreatneflTe,  there  was  an  hospital  with  a chapel, 
dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift,  in  the  patronage  of  the 
archbilhop,  as  appears  by  the  patent  of  the  23d  of 
Edward  III.  when  the  king  granted  to  John  de  Tam- 
worth  the  cuftody  of  it,  by  reafon  of  the  vacancy  of 
that  fee. 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  chapel  mentioned  in 
the  Textus  RofFenfis,  by  the  name  of  Gretenerfce^  as 
paying  a yearly  chrifm  rent  to  the  mother  church  of 
the  diocefe, 

Archbilhop  Cranmer,  by  deed  of  exchange,  in  the 
29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  conveyed  to  that 
king  the  advowfon  of  this  hofpital,  after  which  the 
king,  in  his  31ft  year,  procured,  from  John  Clayton, 
the  mafter,  a furrendry  of  it,  with  all  the  lands, 
rents,  &c.  belonging  to  it,'  in  Sevenoke,  Otford,  or 
elfewhere ; in  confideration  of  which,  the  king,  of 
his  efpecial  favour,  granted  him,  during  his  life,  an 
annual  penfion  of  81.  2S.  lod,^ 

CHURCH  OF  SEFENOKE. 

PATRONS,  • ) 

Or  by  whom  prefented.  rectors. 

Archhi/hop  of  Canterbury.... Royer  de  Sevenoke,  anno  22  king 

Edward  U 

Thomas  Capella,  in  1286, 
1297.*^ 

Henry  Gawdy.^ 

Thomas  Havard,  prefented  in 
ISS3-' 

» Willis’s  Mitre4  Abbles,  voj.  il.  eery.  Ken.  Par.  Ant.  p.  329.  Prynne, 

p.  104.  p.7ii- 

a Aug.  loth  that  year.  Inrolment,  d Founder  of  the  chantry  in  this 
Augment.  Off.  church. 

h Prynne,  p.  590.  e He  had  this  reiiory  by  the  queen's 

c He  was  alfo  parfon  of  Blechef-  prefentation.  Rym.  Feed,  vol.  xv.  p, 
don,  in  Oxfordibire,  and  clerk  in  chan-  330. 
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jirchbijl'-oji  of  Canterbury. . 


i 

t 


Curteis,  efq. 


J)avld  Pajiillon,  ejq- 


f Willis  fays,  he  was  vicar  of  this 

church.  Ini6ii,  he  was  made  dean 
of  Rochefter,  and  was  then  re-ftor  of 
Chcani.  In  1615,  he  was  made  bilhop 
of  St.  David’s,  and  in  i6ii 
to  Chichefter.  He  died  in  1614.  Wul. 
Cath.  vol.  i.  p-  ^99- 

vol.  i.  p.7i4-  f ,,, 

E He  was  a great  fuftcrer  for  his 
royalty  to  king  Charles  I.  and  was 
oufted  of  this  reaory.  After  the  Rel- 
coration  he  became  reftorof  Purbeck.in 
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Richard Milbourjte,  in  1607,^ 
Nicholas  Gibbon,  D.D.  prefented 
in  1632.* 

Kcntijh,  in  1650.'' 

NicholasGibbon  reftorediu  1660, 
obt.  1692.’ 

Owen. 

Hugh  Oivenl^ 

Thomas  Curteis,  obt.  1747'' 
Thomas  Curteis,  D.D.  1747,  ob. 

April  27,,i775'‘ 

William  Hardy,  A M.  1 7 75 » 
figned  1778.™ 

Thomas  Curteis,  17 7^*  P'lElCiit 

re£tor  and  vicar." 

Dovfetlh.  Wood’s  Ath.  v.  2.  p.1128, 
h Put  in  by  the  parliament, 
i He  was  patron  of  this  church. 
Walk.  SulF.  of  the  Clergy,  p.  251. 
k Son  of  the  former. 

1 Son  of  the  former,  and  patron  of 
this  church,  prebendary  of  Canter- 
bun-,  and  rcAor  of  St.  Uionis  Back- 
church,  London.  He  lies  buned  la 
this  church. 

m And  reftor  of  Halfted. 
n Son  of  the  late  Dr.  Curteis, 


CHEVENING. 

northwestward  fromSevenoke  liesCun- 
VENiKG,  a fmall  part  of  which  is  in  the  hundred  of 

^°Thb  PARISH  is  about  three  miles  long  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  about  a mile  and  a quarter  on  an  average 
frnmeaft  CO  weft  Its  northern  boundary  is  the  fum- 
irof  the  .Treat  ridge  of  chalk  hills  at  Nockholt  pound, 
whemtheVd  is  a^  chalk  mixed  with  clap  near  the 
foot'  of  the  hills,  though  on  fomewhat  high 
comparifon  of  that  fouthward,  are  Chevening-horf , 
tire  church  and  parfonage,  Dunton,  and  Madams 
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court.  Hence  the  ground  defcendsto  a more  fertile 
foil  and  the  river  Dai  cnt,  which  flows  through  the  more 
fbuthern  part  of  this  parifh  north-eaftward,  near  which 
is  the  hamlet  of  Chepfted,  and  The  Place.  At  the  eaf- 
tern  extremity  of  it  the  high  roads  from  Sevenoke 
and  from  Wrotham,  through  Riverhead,  divide  that 
on  the  right,  leads  along  the  eaftern  fide  of  this  parifh 
through  the  hamlet  of  Dunton-green,  towards  Farn- 
borough,  and  that  on  the  left>  along  the  middle  part  of 
the  parifla  by  the  grounds  of  Chepfted -place  towards 
Weftcrham,  fouthward  of  which  is  the  great  ridge  of 
fand  hills  and  the  Weald,  into  which  this  parifh  extends. 

This  place,  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  was  held  by 
one  of  the  great  family  of  Crevequer,  as  appears  by  one 
of  thofe  inquifitions  made  in  the  12th  and  13th  years 
of  that  reign  throughout  England,  of  the  knights,  and 
other  fervices  held  of  the  king  in  capits  j in  the  rolls  of 
which,  delivered  to  the  king’s  treafurer  by  the  feVeral 
fheriffs,®  it  is  recorded,  that  Robert  de  Crevequer  held 
of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  one  knight’s  fee  in 
Cheveninges,  which  Adam  de  Cheveninges  again  held 
of  him.  In  the  33d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the 
archbifhop  obtained  a patent  for  liberty  of  a chace  in 
Chevening.'’ 

This  manor  remained  parcel  of  the  pofTeffions  of  the 
fee  of  Canterbury  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  archbifhop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  exchanged  with  that  king,  among  other 
premifes,  the  manor  of  Chevening,  together  with  all 
his  lands,  tenements,  &c.  in  Chevening,  Chipfted, 
Donyngton,  and  other  parlfhes  therein  mentioned, 
which  had  at  any  time  been  reputed  members,  or  be- 
longing to  it,  within  forty  years  before  ; excepting  to 
the  archbifhop  and  his  fucceffors,  the  advowfon  of  the 
church  of  Chevening.^ 

Libr.  Ruhr.  Scacc,  p.  •'  Augmentation  Office,  Box 

* Pat.  p.  3,  m.  10,  voi.  xi.  A.  21. 
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This  manor  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  till 
the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  after  which  the  powers  then 
in  being  feized  on  the  royal  eftates,  and  palled  an  or- 
dinance to  veil  them  in  truftees,  that  they  might  be 
furveyed  and  fold,  to  fupply  the  neceflities  of  the  Hate. 
Accordingly,  in  1652,  the  manor  of  Chevening  was 
furveyed  ; when  it  was  returned,  that  there  were  quit- 
fents  due  to  the  lord  of  the  manor,  holden  of  the  honor 
and  manor  of  Otford,  m free  focage  tenure.  That 
there  were  rents  due  to  the  lord  from  the  copyholders 
in  certain  cottages,  holden  of  the  faid  honor  by  line 
certain,  the  total  profit  being  17I.  4s.  id. 

That  there  was  a court-leet  and  court- baron  belong- 
ing to  it,  and  two  forts  of  lands,  yokeland  and  inland  ; 
that  yokeland  paid  a heriot^  being  the  bell  living  thing, 
and  the  fourth  part  of  the  quit-rent ; or  in  lieu  thereof, 
if  no  goods  could  be  found,  3s.  4d.  in  money,  on  a 
demife  or  death  j and  inland  paid  for  a heriot  one  full 
year’s  quit-rent.  At  the  court- baron  a Reeve  was 
chofen,  who  had  for  his  pains  3s.  4d." 

After  this  furvey,  the  manor  of  Chevening  was  fold 
by  the  Hate  to  Chriftopher  Bodley  with  whom  it  re- 
mained till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  when  the 
poflefllon  and  inheritance  of  it  again  returned  to  the 
crown,  where  it  now  remains  5 but  the  fee-farm  rents 
of  it,  with  thofe  of  other  manors  within  the  honor  of 
Otford,  were  alienated  from  the  crown  in  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  IL  and  afterwards  became  part  of  the 
poflefTions  of  Sir  James  Dafhwood,  bart.  of  Oxford- 
Ihire,  who  died  in  1779,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  el- 
deft  fon  Sir  Henry  Dafhwood,  bart.  the  prefent  pof- 
fefibr  of  them. 

Befidesthe  above  manor  there  appears  to  be  ano- 
ther MANOR  in  this  parifh,  called  likewife  the  manor 
OF  Chevening,  and  fubordinate  to  that -before-men- 
tioned. Adam  de  Chevening,  who  had  been  one.of 

* Pari.  Surv.  Augtn.  off.  ‘ Ibid.  Roll  of  Panic.  H.  16. 
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the  jiiftices  of  the  great  a^Ttze  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  i 
poffefTed  this  manor  in  the  next  reign  of  Henry  III.  I 
and  refided  here.  His  defcendant,  William  de  Che-  i 
vening,  held  it  of  the  archbifhop  in  the  20th  year  of  1 
king  Edward  III.  when  he  paid  refpedive  aid  for  it  asi 
half  a knight’s  fee. 

This  family  of  Chevening,  or  Chowning,  as  it  began  1 
then  to  be  called,  was  fucceeded  in  the  polTeflion  of' 
this  place  foon  afterwards  by  that  of  De  la  Pole  j one  1 
of  whom,  John  De  la  Pole,  held  it  in  the  loth  year 
of  king  Henry  VI.  foon  after  which  it  was  pafled  , 
away  by  fale  to  Ifley  j*  and  William  Ifley,  in  the  next 
reign  of  king  Edward  IV. “ gave  it  by  deed  to  J ohn 
Harneys  f in  whofe  pofterity  it  continued  for  fome  1 
defcents,  till  at  length  a female  heir  carried  it  in  mar-  ' 

_ riage  to  John  Mills,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of! 
king  Henry  VIII.  as  appears  by  a recovery,  exempli- 
fied in  the  7th  year  of  that  reign. 

His  fon,  John  Mill,  by  deed  poll,  anno  3 king  Ed- 
ward VI.  conveyed  it  to  Henry  Fitzherbert,  who,  in 
the  4th  year  of  the  above  reign,  pafled  it  away  to  John  ; 
Lennard,  efq. 

This  family  was  fettled  at  Chevening  as  early  at  lead: 
as  king  Henry  Vi’s  time,  when  we  find  George  Len- 
nard living  here,  who,  by  Maud  his  wife,  had  Johni! 
Lennard,  his  fon  and  heir,  whofe  eldeft  fon  John  Mar-" 
ried  Catherine,  the  fifter  of  Thomas  Wefton,  of  Chcp- 
fted,  one  of  the  prothonotaries  of  the  common  pleas, , 
by  whom  he  left  two  fons  ; John,  of  whom  hereafter, 
and  William,  whofe  fon  Sampfon,  was  in  the  low  coun- 
tries with  Sir  Philip  Sydney,  and  was  a fkilful  and  in- 
duftrious  member  of  the  college  of  arms,  as  may  be* 
feen  by  his  large  colleftions  preferved  in  the  Britiih  i 
mufeum.  I 

* Philipott,  p.  113.  this  manor  is  moft  of  it  taken. 1 1 

" Rot.  Efch.  N.  34.  from  the  late  lord  Dacre’s 

” What  follows  relating  to  papers. 
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John  Leonard,  the  eldeft  Ion,  inherited  his  father’s 
r houfe  and  lands  in  this  parifh.  He  ftudied  the  law, 
i and  by  his  abilities  in  that  profeffion  raifed  his  family 
1 to  that  degree  of  eminence  it  afterwards  held.  He  was 
j of  Lincoli?s-Inn,  and  being  called  to  the  bar,  befides 
i other  offices,  in  the  .37th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 

I obtained  the  office  of  prothonotary  of  the  common 
I pleas,  and  in  the  4th  of  Edward  VI.  purchafed  this 
manor  as  before-mentioned,  he  was  in  the  commiffion 
ji  of  the  peace  from  the  34th  year  of  king  Henry  Vlli. 

I'  to  his  death.  In  the  4th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  he 
t;  obtained  the  office  of  cnjios  brevium  of  the  common 
pleas.  In  the  12th  year  he  was  ffieriffi  of  this  coun- 
ty ; and  foon  afterwards  became  pofleflfed  of  a term 
^ in  the  manor  of  Knole,  in  Sevenoke,  where  he  thence- 
I forth  refided  much,  as  did  Sampfon,  his  fon,  after- 
f wards. 

i He  died  in  1590,  and  was  buried  in  this  church, 
i under  a fumptuous  tomb  of  alabafter,  on  which  are  the 
' figures  of  himfelf  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
I William  Harman,  of  Elham,  in  Crayford,  who  lies 
' buried  with  him. 

He  was  pofirefTed,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  will,  of  the  manors  of  Chevening,  Chep- 
fted,  Appulderfield,  Northfted,  and  Wickhurll,  witli 
eftates  in  the  parifhes  adjoining  to  tliem,  befides  other 
manors  and  lands  in  different  counties,  all  which  he 
left  to  his  eldeft  fon  Sampfon,  for  he  had  two  fons. 
Of  whom  Samuel,  the  youngeft,  was  knighted,  and 
being  fettled  at  Weft  Wickham,  in  this  county,  was 
anceftor  to  the  Leonards,  baronets,  of  that  place,  and 
I he  left  befides  five  daughters. 

Sampfon  Leonard,  the  eldeft  fon,  married,  in  his 
father’s  life-time,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas,  and 
fifter  and  heir  of  Gregory,  Fynes,  Lord  Dacre  of  the 
fouth,  at  which  time  his  father  delivered  up  to  them 
Knole  manor,  where  they  afterwards  refided. 
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On  her  brother’s  death,  anno  36  queen  Elizabeth, 
witliouc  ilTue,  fiie  not  only  inherited  a great  fortune 
trom  him  in  this  and  feveral  other  counties,  but  became 
entitled  to  the  barony  of  Dacre  ; which,  on  her  laying 
claim  to  it,  was  adjudged  in  the  2d  year  of  James  I. 
to  her  and  her  ilfue,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  in  as  full 
and  ample  a manner  as  any  of  her  ancellors  had  enjoyed 
the  fame.* 

Margaret  lady  Dacre  died  in  16 ii.  Her  death 
prevented  the  king’s  intention  of  calling  her  hufband, 
Sampfon  Leonard,  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  as  lord 
Dacre.  However,  he  granted  him,  by  his  patent  that 
year,  the  like  place  and  precedence  during  his  life, 
that  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  late  lord  Dacre  of  the  fouth, 
formerly  had  and  enjoyed.  He  had  been  tlieriffof 
this  county  in  the  33d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and 
dying  in  1615,  lies  buried  in  Chevening  church,  with 
the  lady  Dacre  his  wife,  under  a (lately  tomb  of  ala- 
bafter,  on  which  are  both  their  effigies  in  full  propor- 
tion, with  their  children  kneeling  round. 

Sir  Henry  Leonard,  who  had  been  knighted  by  the 
carlofEOex,  at  the  taking  of  Gales,  in  Spain,  was 
their  (bn  and  heir,  and  on  the  death  of  his  mother  in 
16 1 1,  became  lord  Dacre,  and  on  his  father’s  death, 
(ucceeded,  as  well  by  fettlement  as  by  his  father’s  will, 
to  an  eftate  tail  in  all  the  manors,  lands,  &c.  which  he 
poffielTed,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  counn^  of 
Kent.^ 

Henry  lord  Dacre  married  Gryfbgon,  daughter  of 
Sir  Richard  Baker,  of  Siffinghurft,  and,  in  the  13th 
year  of  king  James  I.  (uffered  a common  recovery  of 
the  manor  of  Chevening,  and  all  his  lands  in  Cheven- 
ing and  Nockholt,  except  the  manor  of  Chepfted  and 
appurtenances,  to  the  ufe  of  him  and  his  right  heirs, 

See  moieofthe  Lennards  ^ From  lord  Dacre’?  papers 
andDacres  family  under  Cowd^  and  Coll.  Peer,  lad  edit.  vol.  vi. 
ham,  vol.  n.  p;  66*  p.  521,  et  feq. 
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and  died  loon  after,  in  the  14th  year  of  king  James  1. 
leaving  one  fon  Richard,  who  fucceeded  him  in  titles 
and  eftate  ; and  four  daughters. 

Richard  Lennard,  lord  Dacre,  the  fon,  fucceeded  to 
his  father’s  eftates  in  Chevening,  and  elfewhere,  and 
rebuilt  Chevening  houfe,  on  a plan  of  Inigo  Jones. 

He  died  in  1630  at  Hurllmonceaux,  in  Sulfex,  where 
he  lies  buried,  on  which  Dorothy,  his  widow,  daughter 
of  Dudley  lord  North,  who  was  his  fecond  w'ife,  took 
polfelTion  of  lands  in  Chevening  and  Chepfted  among 
others,  as  part  ofher  jointure,  but  none  of  his  manors,  or 
Cheveningdioufe,  were  included  in  it,  but  h>ancis  lord 
Dacre,  his  eldeft  fon  by  his  firft  wife,  when  but  nine 
years  of  age,  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  in  his  manors, 
and  all  other  his  eftates  in  this  county,  the  above  only 
excepted,  which  had  been  fettled  on  him  by  his  father, 
as  well  by  deed,  anno  2 2d  James  I.  as  by  his  laft  will. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  fifter  and  coheir  of  Paul  vif- 
count  Banning,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons  and  three 
daughters.  Of  the  fons,  Thomas,  was  his  fuccelfor  ; 
Francis  died  without  ifliie  in  1706;  and  Henry  left 
three  daughters,  and  died  in  1703. 

Lord  Dacre  died  in  1662,  and  was  buried  at  Che- 
vening, leaving  Elizabeth  his  wife  furviving,  who  was 
afterwards  created  countefs  of  Shepey  for  her  life,  and 
died  in  1686. 

By  his  will  in  16  ^^5,  he  gave  all  his  manors  and  lands 
to  his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas,  in  tail  male,  v;ho  accord- 
ingly fucceeded  his  father  in  them,  as  well  as  to  the  title 
of  lord  Dacre,  and  was  created  earl  of  ijullex  by  king 
Charles  II.  in  his  26th  year. 

In  June,  1706,  Mary,  widow  of  Henry  Lennard, 
the  earl’s  youngeft  brother,  who  died  in  i 703,  had  ex- 
hibited a bill  in  chancery  againft  him,  demanding  a 
third  part  (for  Francis,  the  earl’s  other  brother,  was 
then  living J of  all  the  manors  and  land.s  that  Francis, 
lord  Dacre,  father  of  the  faid  Henry,  or  Richard,  lord 
Dacre,  his  grandfather,  were  ppftefted  of  in  this  county. 
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and  among  others,  of  thefe  of  Chevcning  and  Chep- 
fted,  according  to  the  cnftom  of  gavelkind^  in  behalf 
of  her  three  infant  daughters,  Margaret,  Anne,  and  Ca- 
therine, daughters  and  coheirs  of  her  late  hufband, 
Henry  Lennard,  who  was  one  of  the  three  fons  and 
c6ht\r's  \T\  gavelkind y as  Ihe  alledged,  of  Francis  and 
Richard,  lords  Dacre  ; to  which  the  earl  ofSuffex  put 
in  his  anfwer,  wherein  he  proved,  that'this  manor  of 
Chevening,  with  its  appurtenances,  was  held  of  the 
king  by  knights  fervice,  and  confequently  not  fubjedl 
to  the  cuftom  of  gavelkind  \ upon  which  no  further 
proceedings  w'ere  had,  till  after  the  death  of  Mary 
Lennard  before-mentioned;  when,  in  Trinity  term, 
1709,  her  three  infant  daughters  by  their  guardian, 
laid  claim  to  the  moiety  of  this  manor,  among  other  of 
the  earl’s  eftates  in  Kent ; for  that  Francis  Lennard, 
the  earl’s  other  brother,  being  dead  without  ifiiie,  one 
moiety  only  of  the  above  manor  and  lands  defeended 
to  the  earl,  and  the  other  moiety  to  them,  as  coheirs  of 
their  father,  Henry  Lennard,  who  was  one  of  the  three 
i'om  zndi  Qohtws  m gavelkind  to  Francis  and  Richard, 
lords  Dacre,  before-mentioned. 

But  the  earl  of  Suflex,  in  a trial  had  at  the  queen’s 
bench  bar,  in  Michaelmas  term,  1709,  and  on  full 
evidence,  proving  this  manor  to  have  always  been  held 
of  the  king  by  knights  fervice,  had  a full  verdidb  in  his 
favor.  The  earl  of  Suflex  had  come  very  young  and 
unexperienced  to  the  court  of  king  Charles  11.  and  was 
therefore  very  eafily  drawn  into  the  extravagant  fafliions 
then  in  vogue  there  ; and  which  was  mofl:  fatal  to  him, 
contradled  a love  for  play,  which  he  never  fliook  off ; 
this,  and  the  negleft  of  his  affairs,  from  an  eafy  indo- 
lence of  temper  not  to  be  excufed,  as  he  neither  wanted 
parts  or  capacity,  involved  him  in  fuch  vafl:  expences, 
that  he  was  obliged  at  times  to  fell  feveral  confiderable 
eftates,  and  at  laft  his  noble  feat  at  Herftmonceaux, 
and  all  the  eftate  round  it,  in  Suflex  ; and  the  manors 
of  Cowdham  and  Apperfield,  and  other  eftates  in 

Kent. 
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Kent.  As  the  firfl:  part  of  his  life  had  been  Ipent  in 
gaiety  and  the  buftle  of  the  court,  fo  the  latter  pare 
of  it  was  dedicated  to  retirement  at  his  houfe  of  C he- 
vening ; where  that  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  affability, 
for  which  he  was  fo  remarkable,  gained  him  the  love 
and  efteem  of  all  the  gentry  of  his  neighbourhood. 

He  died  poflefled  of  Ghevening  manor  and  houfe, 
with  Chepfted,  alias  Wilkes  manor,  the  warren^  and 
other  eflates  in  this  parifh,  in  1715,  and  lies  buried  in 
Ghevening  church. 

He  left  Anne,  his  countefs,  furviving,  who  died  in 
1722,  by  whom  he  left  two  daughters,  Barbara  and 
Anne,  his  coheirs,  the  former  of  whom  was  married  to 
Gharles  Skelton,  lieutenant-general  in  the  French  fer- 
vice,  and  grand  croix  of  St.  Louis and  the  latter  to 
Richard  Barrett  Leonard,  efq.  ofBelhoufe,  in  Eflex, 
grandfon  of  Richard  Leonard,  who  took  on  him  the 
name  of  Barrett,  and  was  only  fbn  of  Richard  Leonard, 
lord  Dacre,  by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Dudley,  'lord 
North,  his  fecond  wife  before-mentioned. 

The  ladies  Barbara  and  Anne  not  only  fucceeded  to 
the  earl’s,  their  father’s,  eftates  at  Ghevening,  Brafted, 
Sundridge,  and  elfe where,  in  Kent,  but  likewife  be- 
came entitled  to  the  barony  of  Dacre,  which  refted  in 
abeyance  between  the  two  fillers ; of  whom  the  eldeft, 
lady  Barbara,  died  at  Paris,  without  ifTue,  in  1741  j 
on  which  lady  Anne,  as  foie  heir  of  her  father,  became 
baronefs  Dacre.  Richard  Barrett  Leonard,  her  firfl 
hufband,  died  in  his  father’s  life-time,  in  1716,  leav- 
ing by  her  an  only  fon,  the  late  Thomas  Barrett  Leo- 
nard, lord  Dacre.  She  married  fecondly,  Henry  Ro- 
per, lord  Teynham,  by  whom  fiie  had  two  fons  and  a 
daughter ; the  eldeft  of  whom,  George,  left  a fon, 
Trevor  Gharles  Roper,  who  fucceeded  after  the  death 
of  Thomas  Leonard  Barret,  lord  Dacre,  to  the  barony 
of  Dacre,  and  died  f.  p.  in  1794.  She  was,  thirdly, 
married  to  Robert  Moore,  a younger  fon  of  Henry, 
earl  of  Drogheda,  by  whom  fiie  had  one  fon, 

VOL.  rrr.  j. 
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But  to  return — the  ladies  Barbara  and  Anne,  the  earl 
of  Suflex’s  daughters  and  coheirs  as  before-mentioned, 
in  1717,  joined  in  the  fale  of  Chevening  manor  and 
hoiife,  the  manor  of  Chepfted,  alias  Wilkes,  and  the 
reft  of  their  lands  in  this  parifti,  and  ellewhere,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  to  major-general  James  Stanhope, 
who  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  Alexander  Stanhope,  only 
fon  of  Philip,  firft  earl  of  Chefterfield,  by  his  fecond 
lady,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Packington,  of  the 
privy  council  to  queen  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  1707, 
leaving  by  Katherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  Arnold 
Burghill,  efq.  of  Herefordfhire,  five  fons  and  two 
daughters. 

James,  the  eldeft  fon,  who  purchafed  the  manor  of 
Chevening,  following  a military  life,  rofe  by  degrees  to 
the  higheft  honors  in  it.  In  1708,  being  declared 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifli  forces  in  Spain,  he 
reduced  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip,  and  the  celebrated  port 
of  Mahon,  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca;  in  1710,  the 
fignal  vidtory  at  Almenara  was  owing  to  his  prudence 
and  valour. 

On  the  acceflion  of  king  George  I.  he  was  fworn  of 
the  privy  council,  and  made  one  of  the  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate  j after  which,  being  much  in  the  king’s 
confidence,  he  was  appointed  firft  minifter  to  manage 
the  affairs  of  the  nation,  and  on  July  2,  the  fame  year 
1717,  was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  lord  vifcount 
Stanhope,  of  Mahon,  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  and 
baron  Stanhope,  of  Elvafton,  in  Derbyfhire,  with  li- 
mitation for  want  of  heirs  male,  to  Thomas  Stanhope, 
of  Elvafton,  and  his  brothers  Charles  and  William, 
which  laft  was  created  earl  of  Harrington. 

In  1718,  he  was  again  made  principal  fecretary  of 
ftate,  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who,  by 
mutual  exchange,  had  his  plaqe  at  the  treafury  board  j 
and  on  April  14  following,  was  further  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  earl  Stanhope.  In  1719  and  1720,  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  juftices  for  the  govern- 
ing 


KEVENZNG. — The  Late  Eaiu,  Staj^ope. — 
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' / Or  the  good  mnn  if  peace  ! How  calm  his  exit! 

Night  dewf  fall  not  more  gently  to  the  ground,  . 

Nor  weary  worn-out  wiads  expire  fo  soft.” 
calm  and  peaceful  manner  as  is  here  described  passed 
jr,  after  a few  days’  illness,  Philip  Henry  fourth  Earl 
hope.  This  mournful  event  to^  place  at  Chevening 
,near  Sevenoaks,  at  about  2 o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
ay,  the  2nd  March.  The  deceased  nobleman  was  at- 
ed  by  a severe  cold  on  the  Friday  previous  to  his 
h,  which  had,  on  the  following  Wednesday,  assmmed 
iD^erouB  a form  that  it  became  necessary  to  call  in  a 
lician,  and  an  express  was  sent  to  London  for  Dr.  Paris, 
arrived  the  same  evening.  His  lordship’s  son.  Lord 
on,  who  was  staying  in  London,  was  informed  of  his 
le  father’s  precarious  state,  and  he  arrived  at  the  park 
ort  time  before  the  physician.  Lady  Mahon  also  ar- 
il a f^ew  hours  later.  Dr.  Paris  stayed  the  night,  but 
the  age  of  the  noble  lord  and  the  severity  of  the 
pk,  he  could  hold  out  no  hopes  of  recovery.  Mr.  Adams, 
evenoaks,  the  medical  attendant  of  his  lordship,  had 
iously  given  the  same  opinion.  His  lordship  having 
t diflSculty  in  breathing,  the  cold  having  settled  in  the 
chial  tubes,  sat  up  in  a chair  to  a late  hour  the  even- 
oefore  he  died.  Some  time  after  he  had  been  in  bed,  his 
ndants,  who  were  in  the  room,  became  aware  that  the 
breathing  had  ceased,  and  on  going  to  the  bed  found 
he  had  expired.  Thus  quietly  passed  away  one  whose 
volence  knew  no  limit,  whose  public  charities  are  re- 
3d  in  many  a page,  but  whose  private  charities  are 
ly  engraven  in  the  hearts  of  a grateful  neighbourhood. 
Don  as  the  mournful  intelligence  was  known,  the  trades- 
of  the  surrounding  villages,  deeply  regretting  the  loss 
d desirous  of  paying  a tribute  of  respect  to  one  revered 
11,  closed  their  shops,  and  an  almost  Sabbath  stillness 
ed  around. 

IE  Funer.al. — This  took  place  on  Friday  last,  at  12 
ck.  At  an  earlier  honr  than  that  appointed,  the  neigh- 
hood  of  the  church  was  thronged  with  persons  from 
ind  near  to  witness  the  obsequies.  By  the  e.xpress  in- 
(tions  of  the  deceased  nobleman  there  was  to  be  no  pomp 
inecessary  ceremony,  and  the  coffin  was  borne  to  the 
chbvBome  of  the  wprkmen  of  the  estate,  followed 
ord  Mahon,  chief  mourner ; the  Hon,  Arthur  Stanhope, 

ion.  Edward  Stanhope,  James  Stanhope,  Esq.,  M.P., 
-Pitt  Taylor,  Esq.,  Granville  Somerset,  Esq.,  Sir 
ird  Kerrison,  Bart.,  M.P.,  and  James  W.  Freshfiald, 
^r.r.  ; the  land  stewards  and  upper  servants,  and  a 
number  of  the  respectable  tenants,  farmers,  and  trades- 
of  the  district.  As  the  mournful  procession  passed 
many  an  eye  was  dimmed,  and  tears  fell — convincing 
5 that  he  for  whom  they  wept,  and  who  had  now 
►d  away,  had  been  a true  friend  and  benefactor.  The 
1 service  was  performed  in  an  impressive  manner  by 
ly.  T.  Sykes,  rector  of  Chevening. 

# inscription  cn  the  coffin  plate  was : — “Philip  Henry, 
^arl  Stanhope,  korn  7th  December,  1781,  died  March 
55.”  The  deceased  was  consequently  in  his  74th 
He  euocoeded  to  the  title  and  estates  on  the  Idth 
ber.  1816. 
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shire,  builder — John  ISalkwiTl,  Exeter,  boot  i i 
maker — John  Dixon  Parry,  Sutton,  nearSt.  Hek  i 
cashire,  brewer — Josiah  Garfatt,  Norwich,  Chefc  i 
— Thomas  Hall,  Oldham,  Lancashire,  bobbin  mar  , i 
— Patrick  Shanley,  Manchester,  boot  and  sho<  i 
William  Kiley,  Ja'mes  Lupton,  llobert  Halstead,  j 
Haw'orth,  Burnley,  Lancashire,  cloth  manufactu.. 

Bankruptcy  Annulled. — John  Hall,  Purfle 
Camden-town,  wharfinger. 


Shellfish  is  scarcer  in  the  Channel  Islands  that:  i 
known  for  some  time,  in  consequence  of  the  d 
of  the  lobster  pots  and  fishing  tackle  by  the  la 
weather. 

Jenny  Lind. — Madame  Goldsmidt  (Jenny  L 
her  husband  have  given  two  or  three  concerts  in  Ar  , 
and  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  evening  they  intend  i 
grand  concert  at  the  Hague.  Though  the  admissh  ' 
concerts  was  more  than  twice  the  sum  generally  cb  i 
first  class  concerts,  the  concert  rooms  were  i 
Madame  Goldsmidt  seems  to  have  lost  none  of  t ! 
lifications  which  gave  such  Mai  to  the  professh.  < 
formanccs  and  personal  kind-heartedness  of  Jer  i 
Her  audiences  know  no  bounds  to  their  enthusi  . 
and  Madame  Goldsmidt  intend  visiting  England 
th^’  have  completed  their  engagements  in  Hollauc. 

The  Catekham  P.  i.ilway.— The  works  of  th 
taking  were  commenced  on  Monday,  the  5th 
land  belonging  to  Sir  William  Clayton,  Bart.,  ; 
miles  from  Croydon,  on  the  Godstone-road,  t ' 
Sydney  Eoper  Curzon  performing  the  office  of  tun- 
first  sod,  in  the  presence  of  a large  concourse  of 
This  lino  of  railway  starts  from  the  Godstone-roa 
of  the  Brighton  Bailway,  running  into  the  South 
district  along  the  Caterham  vallev.  It  is  anticipi 
by  this  line  there  will  be  brought  to  London,  \ 
superintendence  of  Messrs.  Jackson,  of  PimUe(> 
description  of  lime,  made  from  the  grey  limesto'. 
district,  also  building  stone,  well  adapted,  it  is 
building  in  London,  at  or  about  the  same  cost  as  bi 
a passenger  line  it  is  very  important,  not  only  to  tl 
diate  vicinity,  but  to  the  surrounding  towns  and 
now  sending  their  traffic  by  way  of  Edenbridge  i 
stone,  on  the  South  Eastern  line. 
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on  without  him.  However,  he  (Mr.  L.)  hoped  they  s'  > 
now  go  all  right ; Lord  Palmerston  was  a man  very  ^ 
ted  to  his  counti-y,  and,  he  believed,  would  prosecut 
war  in  a vigorous  and  proper  manner.  His  lordship,  t 
fore,  should  have  his  (Mr.  L.’s)  vote  whenever  he 
possibly  give  it  him,  but  he  could  not  pledge  himself 
sopn  every  ocoasion  [hear,  hear.]  He  thought  Lord 
Russell  ha'd  certainly  forgotten  his  duty  when  he  di 
retire  in  November,  but  he  hoped  that  his  lordship  ' 
now  soon  return  from  his  mission  at  Vienna,  with  si 
treaty  of  peace  as  would  prevent  the  country  being 
.liQtnrVioil  for  a lonsr  aaries  of  vears  fcheers.!  Withn 
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ing  of  this  kingdom  during  the  king’s  abfence,  and  con- 
tinued a principal  minifter  of  ftate  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  fuddenly  taken  ill  in  the  houfe  of  lords, 
from  too  great  an  agitation  of  fpirits,  as  is  faid,  on 
Feb.  4,  1721,  and  died  the  next  day.  He  was  buried 
at  Chevening,  where  his  funeral  was  attended  with  all 
the  honors  due  to  a great  general,  by  the  king’s  exprefs 
command. 

He  married  Lucy,  youngeft  daughter  of  Thomas 
Pitt,  efq.  of  Stratford,  in  Hants,  fometime  governor  of 
Fort  St.  George,  who  furvived  him,  and  dying  in  1723 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  befide  her  hufband.  He  had 
byherfourfons  and  three  daughters ; of  whom  Philip,  the 
eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  him  as  earl  Stanhope,  and  married 
lady  Grizel  Hamilton,  filler  toThomas,earl  of  Hadding- 
ton, by  whom  he  has  had  two  fons  j Philip,  who  died 
at  Geneva  in  1763  ; and  Charles,  who  fucceeded  him 
as  earl  Stanhope,  and  is  the  prefent  pofTelTor  of  this 
manor,  as  well  as  Chevening-houfe,  which  he  makes 
the  principal  place  of  his  refidence.  He  married  in 
1774,  Heller,  one  of  the  daughters  of  William,  the 
great  earl  of  Chatham,  who  died  in  1780,  by  whom  he 
has  three  daughters  ; Hefter-Lucy,  married  to  Mr. 
Taylor,  of  Sevenoke ; Grifilda,  and  Rachael.  He 
married  fecondly  in  1781,  Louifa,  daughter  of  Henry 
Grenville,  efq.  late  governor  of  Barbadoes,  by  whom 
he  has  two  fons  and  one  daughter.  He  bears  the  fame 
arms  as  the  earl  of  Cheflerfield,  a cref cent  for  difference. 
And  for  his  fupporters : on  the  dexter  fide,  a talbot 
ermine  \ on  the  finiller,  a wolf  or ^ ducally  crozvned  azure 
each  charged  on  the  Jhoulder  with  a crefcent  azure.  His 
crell  is  the  fame  as  the  earl  of  Chefterfield’s."' 

There  was  a part  of  the  demefne  lands  of  this  ma- 
nor in  Chevening,  containing  three  hundred  acres, 
called  Chevening- warreny  alias  the  Warren- farm, 
which  was  conveyed  by  John  Mills  and  Margaret  his 

* Coll.  Peer.  laft  edit.  vol.  v.  p.  37. 

j % wife, 
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wife,  by  deed  and  fine  in  the  32d  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
to  William  Roper,  who  in  the  2d  and  3d  year  of  king 
Edward  VI.  procured  his  lands  to  be  difgavelled,  by 
the  general  aft  then  paflTed  for  this  purpofe.  He  in 
. the  3d  and  4th  years  of  Philip  and  Mary,  conveyed  the 
above  eflate  to  William  Ifley;  who,  anno  20  queen 
Elizabeth,  enfeoffed  John  Leonard  in  it ; from  whom 
it  defcended  to  the  earl  of  Suffex  by  hereditary  defcent, 
and  on  the  trial  of  the  earl’s  lands  in  this  county,  at 
the  queen’s  bench  bar,  in  1709,  as  above  related,  he 
had  a verdift  for  this  farm  too.  Since  which  it  has 
paffed,  with  the  earl’s  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  to 
the  right  honorable  Charles  earl  Stanhope,  the  prefent 
poffeflbr  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Chepsted,  alias  Wilkes,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  a 
family  who  took  their  name  from  it  j in  the  20th  year 
of  which,  the  heirs  of  John  de  Chepfted  paid  aid  for 
it,  as  the  tenth  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  which  John  de 
Chepfted  formerly  held  of  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury. 

From  the  heirs  of  John  de  Chepfted  this  manor, 
with  Whitley-woods,  a fmall  divifion  in  this  manor, 

' lying  near  the  fand  hills,  paffed  into  the  name  of  Wilkes, 

. , whence  it  acquired  the  name  of  Chepfted,  alias  Wilkes ; 
^ in  which  family  it  continued  till  about  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  Anne,  daughter 
, of  Ralph  Wilkes,  carried  her  intereft  in  it  to  James 
, Hall  i whofe  anceftor,  Hubert  de  Haule,  was  poffeffor 
of  lands  in  Chevening  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
. which  he  then  conveyed  to  Adam  de  Chivenigg  and 
his  heirs. 

Another  heir  of  John  de  Chepfted  above-mentioned, 
. . as  appears  by  an  old  pedigree  oncc'in  the  hands  of  Sir 
• Sackville  Crow,- married  John  de  Bore,  who  in  her 
right  became  poffcffed  of  fome  interelt  in  this  manor. 
From  which  name  it  was  again  carried  in  marriage  by 
another  female  heir  to  Stocket,  who  pafled  away  his 

‘ . . right 
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right  in  it  to  William  Ifley,  about  the  end  of  king 
Henry  Vi’s  reign.* 

His  defccndant.  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  of  Sundridge,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had  feveral  fuits  at  law 
with  the  before-mentioned  Hall,  and  his  wife,  con- 
cerning this  manor  j however,  they,  by  bonds  entered 
into,  in  the  15th  year  of  that  reign,  agreed  to  Hand 
to  the  award  of  certain  perfons  ; who  awarded  that 
Sir  Henry  Ifley  fliould  hold  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  this  manor,  and  all  lands  therein,  late  the  faid 
John  Chepfted’s;  and  that  James  Hall  and  his  wife, 
Ihould  afllire  the  fame  to  him  and  his  heirs. 

Sir  H.  Ifley  continued  in  poflefllon  of  this  manor 
during  the  remainder  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
and  all  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  and  he  held  court 
for  it  in  the  34th  year  of  the  former  reign  and  the  ift 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  as  appears  by  the  rolls,  in 
the  2d  and  3d  years  of  which  latter  reign,  all  his  lands 
fubjedt  to  the  cuftom  of  gavelkind^  by  the  general  adt 
of  parliament  were  difga veiled.'’ 

Soon  after  which,  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  and  William,  his 
eldeft  fon,  by  way  of  mortgage,  conveyed  to  Robert 
Cranwell  the  chief  houfe  of  Chepfted,  and  certain 
lands  there,  and  he  in  the  ifl:  year  of  queen  Mary,  fold 
all  his  eflate  in  them  to  John  Lennard ; and  Sir  H. 
Ifley  having  joined  in  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt’s  rebellion 
that  year,  was  attainted,  and  all  his  manors  and  lands 
forfeited  to  the  queen;  who,  in  her  ift  year,  by  her 
letters’  patent,  (reciting  the  above  attainder,  and  that 
Sir  H.  Ifley,  before  that,  was  feized  in  fee  of  the  manor 
of  Chepfted,  alias  Wilkes,  with  its  appurtenances,  in 
Chevening,  in  the  tenure  of  feveral  perfons  therein 
named ; and  in  a heath,  or  wafte,  called  Chevening- 
heath,  and  Eaft-hoth ; and  certain  rent  iffuing  out  of 
divers  lands  in  Chevening  and  Chepfted,  held  of  him 

as  of  this  manor : and  further,  reciting  the  mortgage 

* \ 

* Philipott,  p.  1 13.  ^ See  Robinfon’s  Gavelkind,  p.  300. 
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made  to  Cranwell,  who  had  Ibid  his  intereft  in  them  to 
John  Lennard),  at  the  humble  petition  of  the  latter, 
releafed  to  him  all  her  right  and  title,  and  equity  of  re- 
demption in  them  ; and  further  granted  them  with  their 
appurtenances  to  him  and  his  heirs,  for  ever. 

Since  which,  this  manor,  now  called  by  the  name  of 
Wilkes  only,  with  Whitley- woods,  and  land,  formerly 
called  the  Mofs,  alias  the  Brickhills,  but  now  Rayly- 
banks,  in  Chevening  and  Sundridge,  (all  which  w'erc 
Sir  Henry  Ifley’satthe  time  of  making  the  difgavelling 
aft  of  the  cd  and  3d  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  and 
which  pafled  to  John  Lennard,  under  the  denomination 
of  the  manor  of  Chepfted,  with  its  appurtenances),  con- 
tinued in  his  defcendants,  in  like  manner  as  the  manor 
of  Chevening,  till  the  ladies  Barbara  and  Anne,  the 
two  daughters  and  coheirs  of  d'homas,  earl  of  Suflex, 
joined  in  the  fale  of  it,  with  the  lands  and  appurtenances 
belonging  to  it,  as  before- mentioned,  to  Major-Ge- 
neral Stanhope,  afterwards  created  vifeount  Mahon 
and  earl  Stanhope  j whofe  grandfon,  the  right  honorable 
Charles,  earl  Stanhope,  is  the  prefent  pofTelTor  of  them. 

Chepsted-house  is  a feat  and  eftate,  fituated  on 
the  fouthern  verge  of  this  parid^,  and  was  probably 
once  partof  the  demefne  land  of  the  laft-deferibed  ma- 
nor. The  firft  mention  I find  of  it,  feparate  from  it, 
is  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth ; 
W'hen  it  was  in  the  poflelTion  of  Robert  Cranmer,  who 
refided  here.  He  was  fon  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  efq. 
of  Asflafton,  in  Nottinghamfhire,  and  married  Jane 
Graie,  daughter  of  Henry  Graie,  efq.  of  Suflex,  by 
whom  he  had  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Anne,  who 
on  her  father’s  death  in  1619,  carried  this  feat  and 
eftate  in  marriage  to  Sir  Arthur  Herrys,  eldeft  fon  of 
Sir  William  Herrys,  of  Crickfey,  in  Eflex,  by  him  fhe 
had  two  fonsj  Cranmer  and  John,  and  a daughter, 
Jane.' 


' Morant^s  Eflex,  vol.  i.  p.  363. 
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Sir  Arthur  died  poflefled  of  this  eftate  in  1632,  and 
was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fecond  fon  by  his  firft  wife 
before- mentioned,  John  Herrys,  efq.  who  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Dacre,  of  Cheihunt, 
in  Hertfordfliire,  and  widow  of  Mr.  John  Norris.'* 
She  furvived  her  fccond  hulband,  by  whom  fhe  had  one 
fon,  and  afterwards  carried  this  feat,  with  the  eftate  be- 
longing to  it,  to  her  third  hulband,  William  Prieftley, 
of  Wild-hill,  in  ElTingdon,  Hertfordfhire,  who  with 
Frances,  his  wife,  Cranmer  Herrys,  gent,  her  fon  by 
her  fecond  hulband,  and  Sir  Thomas  Dacre,  her  trullee, 
in  1652,  conveyed  Chepfted,  and  the  eftate  belonging 
to  it,  to  Jeffrey  Thomas,  gent,  who  in  1654,  con- 
veyed it  to  Ralph  Suckley  j and  he,  in  1658,  parted 
with  it  in  like  manner  to  Mr.  David  Polhill,  gent,  of 
Otford,®  who  was  defeended  from  David,  the  third  fon 
of  Thomas,  the  fecond  fon  of  Thomas  Polhill,  alias 
Policy,  of  Detling,  in  this  county,  by  Alice,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Buckland,  of  Luddefdown. 

David  Polhill  having  purchafed  Chepfted  of  Ralph 
Suckley,  as  before-mentioned,  refided  here,  and  on 
his  grandfather’s  death,  in  1658,  became  his  heir,  and 
entitled,  among  other  of  hiseftates,  to  his  feat  at  Ot- 
ford,  where  he  frequently  afterwards  refided. 

He  was  high  fheriffin  1662,  and  died  without  iffue, 
leaving  his  eftate  by  will  to  his  only  furviving  brother, 
Thomas  Polhill,  efq.  of  Clapham,  in  Surry,  who  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Ireton,  efq.  by 
Bridget,  daughter  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  by  whom  he 
left  three  fons  j David,  of  whom  hereafter  j Henry, 
who  died  in  1753J  and  Charles,  who  was  a commif- 
fioner  of  excife,  and  died  in  1755,  leaving  no  iffue  by 
Martha  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Streatficld,  efq. 
of  Sevenoke. 

**  Chauncy’s  Hertf,  p.  301. 

* From  the  information  of  ^r.  Polhill 
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Thomas  Polhill,  efq.  before  his  death,  in  i6'6^, 
conveyed  this  feat,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  to 
Sir  Nicholas  Strode,  of  Wefterham,  whofe  widow  and 
two  daughters  pafled  it  away  in  1693  to  William  , 
Tmerton,  efq.  of  the  Temple,  London,  who  bore  for 
his  arms.  On  a hend  three  lions  pajjant.  He  pulled 
down  the  old  houfe  , and  rebuilt  the  prefent  feat.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  youngeft  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sir  John  Beale,  bart.  of  Farningham,  by  whom  he  left 
two  daughters  and  coheirs.  They  joined  with  Eliza- 
beth his  widow,  in  the  8th  year  of  queen  Anne;  in 
procuring  an  aft  of  parliament  for  veiling  his  freehold 
and  copyhold  ellates  in  Chevening,  in  trullees,  to  be 
fold  for  the  better  fupport  of  his  widow,  and  advance- 
ment of  his  two  daughters.  In  confequence  of  which 
this  eftate  was  fold  to  David  Polhill,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of 
Thomas  Polhill,  efq.  who  had  fold  the  fame  to  Sir 
Nicholas  Strode  as  before-mentioned  j he  afterwards 
refided  atChepfted,  and  in  1708  was  chofen  to  repre- 
fent  this  county  in  parliament,  and  in  1715  he  was 
IherifF  of  it,  and  was  keeper  of  the  records  in  the 
tower. 

He  diedaet.  80jin  17 54,  having  had  three  wives;  firft, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of 'I'homas  Trevor,  efq.  of  Glynd, 
in  Suffex;  fecondly,  Gertrude,  filler  of  Thomas,  lord 
Pelham,  (afterwards  duke  ofNewcaftle)  by  neither  of 
whom  he  left  any  ilTue  ; and  thirdly,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Borrett,  efq.  of  Shoreham,  in  this  county, 
prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  who  died 
here  in  1785,  JEt.  87,  by  whom  he  had  Charles,  his 
eldeft.  fon  and  heir  j Thomas,  and  John,  who  died  un- 
married ; and  one  daughter,  Elizabeth. 

Charles  Polhill,  efq.  of  Chepfted,  in  1754  married 
Tryphena,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Shelley,  bart.  of 
Suffex,  by  whom  he  had  one  daughter  Tryphena  Pe- 
nelope, now  living,  of  whom  her  mother  died  in  child- 
bed. Mr.  Polhill  is  lince  remarried  to  Mrs.  Patience 
Hafwellj  by  whom  he  has  iffue  four  fons,  and  one 

daughter. 


CHEVENING.  ' 121 

daughter.  He  Is  the  prefent  poflTefibr  of  this  feat,  with 
the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  and  refides  in  it  He  bears 
for  his  arms,  quarterly  of  four  coats ; fii  ft,  Polhill,  or^ 
on  a bend  gules  three  crofs-croJJets  of  the  field-,  fecond, 
Argent,  an  eagle  difplayed  or ; third,  Azure,  a fefs  be- 
tween  three  garbs  or-,  fourth,  Theobald,  gules,  fix  crofs- 
crojlets  fitchee,  three,  two,  and  one,  or  -,  over  all  a crej- 
cent  for  difference. 

There  is  a fair  held  yearly  at  Chepfled,  on  Whit- 
Tuefday. 

Morants-court,  vulgarly  called  Madams-court^ 
is  a manor  here,  which  lies  clofe  at  the  foot  of  the 
chalk-hills,  and  gave  both  refidence  and  furname  to  the 
poflelTors  of  it.  In  the  21ft  year  of  king  Edward  I.  an 
alTize  was  had  before  the  juftices  itinerant,  on  a com- 
plaint brought  againft  Ralph  de  Berners,  and  others, 
guardians  of  the  temporalties  of  the  archbifliopric  of 
Canterbury,  for  having  unjuftly  dilTeifed  William,  fon 
of  Thomas  de  Moraunt,  and  Jordan  and  Henry  his 
brothers,  of  their  free-tenement  in  Chevening  and 
Sevenoke,  &c. 

When  the  former  pleaded,  that  they  were  guardians 
of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  that  the  archbifhops  ufed 
to  have  the  cuftody  of  their  tenants  in  gavelkind,  when 
under  age,  for  all  fuch  lands,  whether  holden  of  others, 
or  of  the  archbilkopric. 

To  which  the  latter  replied,  that  their  father  Tho- 
mas had  only  part  of  the  faid  tenement  of  the  archbi- 
fhop,  and  that  the  fame  was  gavelkynde,  of  which  there 
was  no  wardlhip,  but  to  the  next  of  kin,  to  whom  the 
inheritance  could  not  defeend,  and  who  was  bound  to 
render  an  account  of  the  fame  when  the  heirs  attained 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  j and  they  further  alledged  that 
the  refidue  of  the  faid  tenement  was  likewife  gavel- 
kynde, and  not  held  immediately  of  the  archbifhop ; 
and  that  all  the  aforefaid  tenement  was  fituate  on  the 
weftern  fide  of  the  Medway,  where,  fuch  as  were  held 
of  the  archbilhop,  were  of  a different  fort  from  thofe 

on 


122  ' CODSHEATH  HUNDRED. 

on  the  eaftern  fide  of  that  river,  nor  was  any  wardfiiip 
due  for  them  ; and  the  jury  found  accordingly.*^ 

Jordan  and  William  de  Moraunt  before-mentioned, 
were  pofleffors  of  this  manor,  with  the  feat  and  lands 
belonging  to  it,  in  the  14th  year  of  king  Edward  II. 
in  which  year  the  king  granted  to  them  charter  of/ree 
warren^  in  all  their  lands  in  Chevening,  Shoreham, 
Otford,  Brafted,  Sundridge,  and  Chiddingftone. 

William  de  Moraunt  was  fheriff  of  this  county  in  the 
12th  and  13th  years  of  king  Edward  III.  and  kept  his 
flirievalty  at  this  place.  His  fon,  Sir  Thomas  Moraunt, 
left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Lora,  who  carried  this 
eftate  in  marriage,  firft,  to  Sir  Thomas  Cawne,  of 
Jghtham,  and  fecondly,  to  James  de  Peckham,  of 
Yaldham,  in  Wrotham,  who  was  fheriff  of  this  county 
in  the  3d  and  1 2th  years  of  king  Richard  II.  in  which 
family  it  continued  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
in  the  16th  year  of  which,  Reginald  Peckham  was 
found  to  die  poffelfed  of  the  manors  of  Morantfeourt, 
Wynfolds,  and  Goldfmiths,  with  their  appurtenances,  , 
held  of  the  archbifhop  as  of  his  manor  of  Otford;^  in  I 
whofe  defeendant  Morants- court  continued  till  the  be-  . 
ginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  when  it  was  alie-  I 
nated  to  Blackfwejl,  and  thence  again,  in  the  reign  of  * 
king  Charles  I.  to  Watfon,  of  Oxfordfliire,  who  bore  | 
for  their  arms,  ^hree  martlets  in  chiefs  in  whofe  de- 
feendants  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  queen  Anne, 
when  one  of  that  name  alienated  it  to  Pendock  Price, 
of  Weflerham,  whofe  fon,  Pendock  Price,  dying  pof- 
feffed  of  it  about  the  year  1768,  and  without  iffue,  it 
came  to  his  brother,  Thomas  Price,  efq.  the  widow  of 
whofe  fon  and  heir,  Mrs.  Mary  Price,  is  at  this  time 
intitled  to  the  pofleflion  of  it.  There  is  a court  baron 
now  held  for  this  manor,  over  which  the  liberty  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter  claims  jurifdiftion, 

^ Robinfou’s  Gavelkind,  p.  * Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

191.  ^ Philipott,  p.  113. 

Northward 
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Northward  from  Morants-court,  at  the  foot  of 
the  chalk  hill,  clofe  to  the  boundary  of  Otford  parifli, 
lies  the  manor  ofDonington,  now  called  Dunton, 
which  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  was  in  the  pof- 
feflion  of  William  Morante,  who  in  the  20th  year  of 
that  reign  paid  refpeflive  aid  for  it,  as  one  quarter  of  a 
knight’s  fee,  which  the  heirs  of  Ofbert  Longechampe 
formerly  held  at  Denyngton  of  the  archbifhop. 

This  eftate  pafled  in  like  manner  as  Morants-court 
above-mentioned,  to  the  Peckham’s,  and  Reginald 
Peckham  was  polTefled  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  After  which  it  palTed  by  fale  to  the 
family  of  Polhill,  in  whofe  polTeffion  it  has  been  many 
years,  and  at  prefent  is  the  property  of  Charles  Polhill, 
efq.  of  Chepfted. 

There  is  a houle  in  this  parifli  called  Pollards, 
which  was  formerly  polTefled  by  the  family  of  Thomas. 

CHARITIES, 

Rebecca  Windham,  gave  by  will,  in  1714,  to  be  applied 
every  two  years  to  place  out  one  or  more  children  to  trade  or  bu- 
finefs,  at  the  appointment  of  the  minifter  and  churchwardens,  in 
money  vefted  in  Charles  Polhill,  efq.  thefuni  of  lool.  now  of  the 
annual  product  of  3I. 

Mrs.  Catherine  Stroud  gave  by  will  in  1718,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fetting  up  in  trade  or  bufinefs,  girls  put  out  ap)pren- 
tices  under  the  truft  and  infpedtion  of  the  minilters  and  church- 
wardens, a fum  of  money,  being  lool.  veiled  in  the  fame,  and  of 
the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Lucy,  Countess  StaNhope,  gave  by  will  in  i 724,  for  the 
putting  out  three  or  more  children  to  fuch  trades  and  occupations, 
as  the  truftees  appointed  by  her  will  lliould  think  fit,  a fum  of 
money,  now  increafed  to  3332I.  5s.  in  O.  S.  S.  Annuities,  being 
of  the  annual  product  of  39I.  19s.  4d. 

A GIFT,  by  whom  unknown,  of  tool,  which  in  1741,  by 
agreement  between  Ebe  parifli  officers  and  David  Polhill,  efq.  was 
limited  to  the  putting  out  of  apprentices,  now  vefted  in  his  heir 
Charles  Polhill,  efq.  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Chevening  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a 

peculiar 
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■peculiar  of  the  archbifhop,  it  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry 
of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph,  is 
fituated  on  the  north  weil  fide  of  the  parifli.  It  is  a 
handfome  building,  confhling  of  three  ifles  and  three 
chancels. 

Among  other  mon\iments  and  memorials  in  this  church  are  the 
following: — In  the  fouth  ijle,  memorials  for  the  Denhams,  and 
for  William  Fuller,  gent,  of  thisparifti,  obt.  1710;  in  a pew  ad- 
joining to  the  fouth  chancel,  a fine  altar  tomb  of  Betherfden  mar- 
ble, with  a brafs  plate  and  iiifcription  for  John  Lennard,  gent, 
obt.  2d  and  3d  Philip  and  Mary,  aat.  76;  arms,  Lennard  with 
quarterings.  In  the  north  ijle,  a memorial  for  Mrs.  Mary,  widow 
of  Richard  Thomas,  of  Sevenoke,  gent.  obt.  1638.  In  the  fouth 
chancel,  a ftately  tomb  of  alabafter,  on  which  are  the  figures  of  a 
man  in  armour,  and  a lady  in  her  robes,  with  their  heads  refting 
on  cufliions ; at  his  feet  is  a brafs  head  out  of  a ducal  crown,  and 
at  her’s  a dog ; on  the  fouth  fide  are  three  fons  kneeling  on  cu- 
fliions, the  firfl:  in  robes,  the  others  in  armour;  on  the  north  fide 
are  five  daughters,  erected  for  Sampfon  Lennard,  efq.  with  his  wife 
Margaret  Fienes,  lady  Dacre,  &c.  obt.  1615  ; on  the  top  are  fix 
coats  of  arms  with  their  quarterings.  On  the  north  fide  is  a noble 
altar  tomb,  with  the  figure  of  a man  in  armour  lying  at  length, 
with  his  crefl,  a boar’s  head  out  of  a ducal  crown,  at  his  feet  at 
his  right  fide  is  his  lady  refting  on  a cuftiion,  at  her  feet  a dog, 
ere«fted  for  John  Lennard,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  obt.  1590, 
aet,  82 ; in  the  eaft  window  of  this  chancel  are  the  arms  of  Leo- 
nard with  quarterings. — In  the  great  chancel,  are  memorials  for  the' 
Watfons  of  Madams-court,  arms  in  chief,  three  martlets,  a label 
of  three  points  for  difference ; on  the  north  fide  a monument  for 
lady  Anne  Herrys,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Robert  Cranmer, 
efq.  of  Chepfted,  wife  of  Sir  Arthur  Herrys,  of  Crixey,  in  Eflex, 
by  whom  ftie  had  Cranmer,  Jane,  and  John,  obt.  1613,  ret.  27  ; 
arms  above,  Herrys,  or,  on  a bend  azure  three  cinquefoils  of  the 
field  impaling  on  a chevron  three  cinquefoils,  or,  both  with  quar- 
terings. At  the  eaft  end  a mural  monument,  with  the  figures  of 
a man  and  woman  kneeling  at  a delk  with  books  open ; in  an 
arch  underneath  fits  a daughter,  ereefted  for  Robert  Cranmer,  efq.' 
of  Chepfted,  fon  of  Thomas  Cranmer,  efq.  of  Asfiafton,  in  Not- 
tinghamlliire,  whofe  only  daughter  Anne  married  Sir  Arthur' 
Herrys,  obt.  1619;  within  the  rails,  on  a grave-ftone,  are  the  fi- 
gures of  a man  and  woman  curioufly  engraved  in  brafs,  the  in- 
feription  for  them  is  loft,  but  there  remains  the  date,  obt.  1596, 
ret.  61 ; above  are  thefe  arms,  ermine  a faltier  charged  with  a cref- 
cent  ill  chief,  an  efcallop  and  eleven  quarterings,  beneath  are  the 
figures  in  brafs  of  feven  boys  and  two  girls. 
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f : This  church  is  a redtory  the  patronage  of  which 
, was  part  of  the  antient  pofleflions  of  the  fee  of  Canter- 
i bury,  and  continues  fo  at  this  time  ; the  fame  being 

I,  exprefsly  excepted  to  the  archbifliop  and  his  fucceflbrsin 
that  great  deed  of  exchange  which  archbifhop  Cranmer 

I made  with  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  29th  year  of  that 
reign,  when  he  conveyed  to  that  king  the  manor  of 
, Chevening,  and  all  other  his  eftates  in  this  parifh. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  redtory  of 
{ Chevening  was  valued  at  twenty-five  marcs.‘  By  vir- 
i tue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry y taken  by  order  of  the 

Iftate,  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that  Chevening  was  a 
parlbnage  and  a vicarage ; the  parfonage-houfe  and 
feven  acre?  of  glebe  land  being  worth  nine  pounds  per 
annum;  the  vicarage  being  worth  loil.  per  annum,  in 

I all  iiol.  and  that  mafter  Clarke  was  incumbent,  being 
put  in  by  the  parliament.*' 

This  rectory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
j 21I.  6s.  8d.  and  the  tenths  at  2I.  2S.  8d.  Penfion  to 
I the  redtor  of  Shoreham  twenty  fliillihgs.' 

Mr.  Sidney,, redlor  of  this  parifh,  in  the  1 9th  year 
of  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  claimed  the  tyche  of 
I cordwood  and  faggot,  felled  in  woodland  in  this  parifh, 
called  Calverley’s,  in  Whitley,  as  being  in  the  hili 
country,  i.  e.  above  the  lower  or  fand  hill,  and  he  ac* 
cordingly  on  trial  recovered  the  fame.” 

In  1718  there  was  an  exchange  of  glebe  lands  in  this 
parifh,  made  by  Edward  Gee,  D.  D.  then  redtor,  and 


^ carl  Stanhope. 


CHURCH  OF  CHEFENING. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  lirefented. 
Archbifliop  of  Canterbury^  .. 


Peter  de  Brixia.” 

Panucius  Bonoditiy  profeflbr  of 


RECTORS. 


phyfic  and  arts,  1 320. 


* Stev. Mon.  vol.i.  p.  456. 

Pari.  Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol,  xl]f. 

* Ea.  Thcf.  p.  386. 


m MSS.  Twyfdcn. 

“ He  exchanged  this  reilory  with 
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PATRONS,  Cs’f. 

Afchbijl-.op  of  Canteihiiry 


® He  was  alfo  re^^or  of  Iglitham, 
and  prebendary  ofWingham,  He  lies 
buried  in  Ightham  church. 

P From  lord  Dac re’s  papers. 

<I  MSS.  Twyfden. 

r Put  in  by  the  parliament. 

8 Ibid. 

t And  re<£lorof  Llandrillo  in  Wales, 
and  treafurer  of  Chicheller.  He  re- 
ligned  Chevening  for  the  reflory  of 
Newington,  in  Oxfordlhirc,  and  was 
afterwards  Margaret  Profeffbr  at  Ox- 
ford. He  died  in  1691.  Wood’s  Ath. 
vol.  ii.  p.  872. 

u He  was  alfo  dean  of  Lincoln,  fe- 
nlor  prebendary  of  Wcftminfter,  and 
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Richard  Afall,  A.  M.  obt.  Aug. . 
21,  1546.® 

Griffin  Fludd,  1572.'’ 

Francis  Sidney^  162 1. 

Buckner f D.  D.  1640.'^ 

Clarke,  1650.* 

Henry  Maurice,  D.  D.  in  1680,, 
refig.  April  1685.'' 

Hkinner,  obt.  1713. 

Edivard  Gee,  D.  D.  1713,  obt. 

March  i,  1730.“ 

William  Geekie,  D.  D.  prefentedl 
I 730,  refig.  1 732." 

Edioard  Bateman,  D.  D.  I 733»» 
obt.  1751. 

Thomas  Herring,  A.  M.  17S*it 
obt.  April  20,  1774.* 

Samuel  Prejlon,  1774,  the  pre-.| 
feat  rector. 

reftor  of  St.  Margaret’s,  in 
minller. 

w Alfo  prebendary  of  Canterbury,, 
and  archdeacon  of  Gloucefter.  He  re-. 
figned  Woodchurch  on  being  prefented  I 
to  Chevening,  and  was  afterwards  1 
reflor  ot  Southftcet. 

* In  1751,  a difpenfation  pafled  fort 
his  holding  the  reflory  of  Culiefden,, 
in  Surry,  with  this  of  Chevening.  He: 
was  alfo  prebendary  of  Southwell,, 
treafurer  of  Chichefter,  and  one  of  the : 
principal  regifters  of  the  prerogatives 
court  of  Canterbury. 


SUNDRIDGE. 

WEST  WARD  from  Chevening  lies  Sun  BRIDGE,, 
written  in  mod  antient  deeds  Siindrifh,  which  ap-- 
pears  to  have  been  its  proper  name,  though  now  it  is. 
in  general  both  written  and  called  Sundridge.  Ini 
Domefday  it  is  written  Sondrejj'e,  and  in  the  T^extiis 
Roffenfis,  Siindererfce. 
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The  VILLAGE  of  Sundridge  is  fitiiated  on  the  high 
road  leading  to  Wefterham,  which  croffes  the  middle 
of  this  pariih,  as  does  the  river  Darent,  in  a double 
ftream,  a little  to  the  northward  of  it  j hence  the  ground 
rifes  ftill  further  northward  for  near  a mile  and  a half 
to  the  great  ridge  of  chalk  hills,  where  it  is  little  more 
than  a mile  in  width ; midway  to  the  foot  of  thefe  hills, 
is  the  feat  of  Combebank,  the  hamlet  of  Oveney’s- 
green,  and  the  feat  of  Overden,,  the  refidence  of  the 
dowager  lady  Stanhope.  Juft  below  the  village,  fouth- 
ward,  is  the  feat  not  many  years  fince  belonging  to  Tho. 
Mompelfon,  efq.  who  lies  buried  in  the  church  yard, 
under  a monument,  with  his  brother  Henry,  who  was 
murdered  by  robbers  in  France;  it  is  now  the  refidence 
of  Edward  Peach,  efq.  who  is  related  to  the  Mompef- 
fons  by  his  mother,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peach,  rec- 
tor of  Titfey,  in  Surry.  Mr.  Peach  married,  in 
1790,  Mrs.  'Elizabeth  Leathes,  widow  of  the  reve- 
rend Edward  Leathes,  reeftor  of  Rodeham,  in  Nor- 
folk. Near  the  above  feat  is  the  church,  and  clofe 
by  it  the  antient  feite  of  Sundridge-place,  on  which  is 
now  only  a farm-houfe  ; and  about  a half  a mile  eaft- 
ward  the  manor  of  Dryhill,  formerly  the  eftate  of  the 
Ifieys,  and  now  of  Mr.  Woodgate  of  Summerhill. 
Southward  from  hence  the  parifii  extends  three  miles 
to  the  great  ridge  of  fand  hills,  about  midway  to  which 
is  Brook’s- place,  near  which  there  is  on  each  fide  both 
coppice  woods,  and  much  rough  ground,  and  the  land 
becomes  very  poor.  On  the  top  of  the  hills  is  the 
hamlet,  called  Ide-hill.  Thefe  hills  feparate  the  up- 
land diftriift  from  that  below  it,  called  the  Weald, 
the  part  above  them  being  diftinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  Sundridge  Upland,  as  that  below  it  is  by 
the  name  of  Sundridge  Weald,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  other  parifhes  are  in  the  fame  fituation.  Near  the 
foot  of  thefe  hills,  in  the  Weald,  is  the  eftate  of  Hen  - 
don, where  the  foil  becomes  a ftiff  clay  and  a ftrong 
tillage  land. 
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SuNDRiDGE  was,  in  very  early  times,  part  of  the 
pofieffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  In  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  the  Confenfor,  Godwin  unjuftly  with- 
held it  from  the  archbiihop.  After  the  conqueft,  Odo, 
the  powerful  bilhop  of  Baieux,  and  half  brother  to  the 
Conqueror,  took  pofleffion  of  it  j but  archbiihop  Lan- 
franc  recovered  it  again,  in  the  folemn  aflembly  of  the 
whole  county,  at  Pinenden^heath,  in  1076,  together 
with  other  eftates,  which  had  been  unjuftly  taken  from 
his  church. 

In  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  it  is  thus  enter- 
ed, under  the  title  of  the  archbifliop’s  land,  as  follows: 

The  archbijhop  himfelf  holds  Sondrejj'e.  It  was  taxed 

at  one  fuling  and  a half.  The  arable  land  is 

In  demefne  there  are  three  carucates  and  27  villeins^ 
with  nine  borderers^  having  eight  carucates.  There  are 
eight  fervaniSy  and  three  mills  and  a half  of  10^  fhiUings 
and  a half.  There  are  eight  acres  of  meadow  j wood 
for  the  pannage  of  60  hogs.  7 here  is  a church.  In  the 
whole,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefbr,  it  was 
worth  1 1 pounds,  when  he  received  it,  1 6 pounds,  and 
now  1 8 pounds,  yet  he  pays  23  pounds,  and  one  hiight  in 
the  fervice  of  the  archbifhop. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henr)"  III.  the  manor  of  Sun-' 
drifh  was  held  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  by  the 
family  of  Apulderfield,  from  whom  it  pafTed  to  that 
of  Fremingham ; one  of  whom.  Sir  Ralph  de  Frem- 
ingham,  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  of  king  Edward  III. 
at  the  making  the  Black  Prince  a knight,as  one  knight’s 
fee,  which  Henry  de  Apuldrefield  formerly  held  in 
Sundrefhe  of  the  archbifhop. 

Sir  Ralph  de  Fremingham  refided  at  Farningham, 
in  this  county,  of  which  he  was  fherifFin  the  3 2d  year 
of  king  Edward  III.  and  died  the  next  year.  His 
fon,  Johnde  Fremingham,  was  of  Lofe,  and  was  fiie- 
riff  of  Kent  in  the  2d  and  1 7th  years  of  Richard  11. 
He  died  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  TV.  leaving 
no  ifllic  by  Alice  his  wife,  being  at  the  time  of  his 
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death  poflefled  of  this  manor/  which  he  gave  to  his 
kinfman  and  next  heir,  Roger  Ifley,  and  his  heirs  male. 
This  family  of  Ifle  or  Ifley,  called  in  French  deeds, 
L’lfle,  and  In  Latin  ones,  De  Infula,  was  feated  in 
this  parifli  in  early  times,  and  John  de  Inlula  obtained 
a charter  of  free  warren  to  his  lands  in  Sundrifh,  in 
the  iith  year  of  king  Edward  II.  whofe  grandfon, 
Roger  Ifley,  married  Joane,  After  of  Sir  Ralph  de 
Fremingham.  Their  fon,  John,  left  Roger  Ifley,  efq. 
of  Sundridge ; who,  on  the  death  of  his  kinfman,  John 
de  Fremingham  of  Lofc,  without  iflhe,  in  the  13th  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  inherited  the  manor  of  Sundridge 
by  his  gift,  as  above  mentioned.*  They  bore  for  their 
arms.  Ermine^  a fejs  gules. 

Roger  Ifley,  above  mentioned,  died  poflTcfled  of  this 
manor  in  1429,  leaving  two  fons,  William  and  John, 
the  former  of  whom  inherited  this  manor  in  fee  tail. 
He  was  flieriff"  in  the  25th  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
and  died  pofleflTed  of  it  in  the  3d  of  king  Edward  IV. 
holding  it  of  Thomas,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  by 
knights  fervice,  and  the  yearly  rent  of  22I.  12s.  as  was 
found  by  the  inquifition,  taken  at  St.  Mary  Cray,  in 
the  next  year  after  his  death ; and  that  he  alfo  died 
poireflTed  of  the  manor  of  Dreyhill,  and  meflTuages  cal- 
led Brooke-place,  Blounte’s  tenement,  and  Ufmondes, 
with  other  lands  therein  mentioned,  all  in  this  parifh; 
and  that  he  died  without  IiTue,  and  that  John  Ifley, 
fon  of  John,  his  younger  brother,  then  deceafed,  was 
his  next  heir. 

John  Ifley,  efq.  oephew  and  heir  of  William,  was 
juftice  of  the  peace  and  fheriff  in  the  14th  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  he  died  in  1483,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church,  leaving  Thomas  Ifley,  efq.  who  died  poffefled 
of  Sundridge  manor,  in  the  i ith  year  of  Henry  V^III. 
having  had  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir 
Richard  Guldeford,  knight  banneret  and  of  the  Gar- 

Rot.  Efch.  anno  4 king  Edward  IV.  No.  34. 

* Philipott,  p.  131  ; and  MSS.  Dering. 
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ter,  and  comptroller  of  the  houfehold  to  Henry  VIII/ 
ten  Tons  and  three  daughters,  as  appears  by  their  figures 
on  his  tomb  in  this  church. 

Their  eldefl  Ton,  Sir  Henry  Idey,  was  fheriff  in  the 
^4th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  in  the  5th  year  of 
king  Edward  VI.  in  which  laft  reign,  by  an  ad  palTed 
in  the  2d  and  3d  year.of  it,  he  procured,  among  others, 
his  lands  in  this  county  to  be  difgavelled.*’ 

Being  concerned  in  the  rebellion,  raifed  by  Sir  Tho. 
Wyatt  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary,  he  was  then  at- 
tainted and  executed  at  Sevenoke,  and  his  lands  were 
confifeated  to  the  crown.  He  left  a fon,  William,  who, 
before  the  acceffion  of  king  Edward  VI.  had  married 
Urfula,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Clifford,  efq. 

Queen  Mary,  by  her  letters  patent,  anno  ift  and  2d 
of  Philip  and  Mary  (reciting  that  Sir  Henry  Ifley,  be- 
ing attainted,  was  pofleffed,  among  other  premifes,  of 
the  manor  of  Sundridge,  and  other  lands  in  this  parifh) 
in  confideration  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  paid  by  Wm. 
Ifley,  his  eldefl  fon,  granted  and  reltored  them  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  on  their  paying  yearly,  at  the  manor 
of  Otford,  22I.  I2S.  id.  and  in  the  5th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth  an  aft  paffed  for  the  reflitution  in  blood  of 
Sir  Henry  Ifley’s  heirs. 

William  Ifley  afterwards  pofleffed  this  eflate  in  queen 
Elizabeth’s  reign,  in  the  18th  year  of  which, 'becom- 
ing greatly  indebted  to  the  crown  and  others,  an  aft 
paffed  for  felling  fo  much  of  his  lands  as  would  pay 
his  debts ; and  by  it  the  lord  treafurer  and  others  were 
appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  conveyed  this  manor 
to  the  queen,  her  heirs  and  fucceffors  j from  which 
time  it  ieems  to  have  remained  in  the  crown  till  king 
James,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  at  Nonfuch,  in  the 
2 2d  year  of  his  reign,  granted  the  manor  of  Sundridge, 
alias  Sundrich,  late  parcel  of  the  pofleffions  of  Sir 

* Vifitat.  Co.  Kent,  of  1619.  Pedigree,  Guldeford. 

See  Robinfon’s  Gavelkind,  p.  320. 
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Henry  Ifley,  attainted,  to  Nicholas  Street  and  George 
Fouch,  at  the  yearly  fee  farm  rent  of  42I.  las.*" 

Soon  after  which,  I find  this  eftate  in  the  pofleflion 
of  Brooker,  when  it  appears  to  have  been  cfteemed  as 
two  manors  j for  he,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it,  by  the  name  of  the  ma- 
nors of  Sundridge  Upland  and  Sundridge  Weald,  by 
lale,  to  Mr.  John  Hyde,  fecond  fon  ofBernard  Hyde, 
elq.  a commiffioner  of  the  cuftoms,  and  pofleflbr  of 
Bore-place,  in  the  adjoiningparifh  of  Chidingftone,who 
bore  fgr  his  arms,  Gules  a fattier  or,  between four  befants, 
a chief  ermine,  as  maybe  feen  by  their  monuments  in 
this  church,  which  afterwards  became  the  burial  place 
of  his  defcendants.  His  defcendant,  John  Hyde,  efq. 
was  of  Sundridge-place,  and  died  in  1729,  leaving 
two  fons;  John,  of  the  Temple,  efquire ; and  Savile. 
After  which,  this  manor  feems  to  have  been  divided 
into  moieties,  called,  from  their  different  fituations, 
Sundridge  Upland  and  Sundridge  Weald  manors,  the 
latter  of  which  became  the  property  of  John  Hyde, 
efq.  who  refiding  at  Quarendon,  in  Leicefterfhire, 
about  the  year  1773,  pulled  down  the  antient  Place- 
houfe,  leaving  only  a farm  houfe  in  its  ftead ; and  the 
former  became  the  property  of  Savile  Hyde,  efq.  but 
fince  their  deaths,  both  thefe  manors  are  become  con- 
centered in  the  perfon  of  Savile  John  Hyde,  efq,  who 
continues  the  prefent  proprietor  of  them. 

There  are  two  court  barons  kept,  one  for  Sundridge 
Upland  and  the  other  for  Sundridge  Weald. 

The  prefent  fee  farm  rent,  paid  for  thefe  manors,  is 
32I.  I2S.  the  remainder  of  the  original  fum  being  paid 
by  the  fcveral  pofieffors  of  the  other  parts  of  thele  ma- 
nors in  this  parilh,  by  grants  of  them  at  different 
times  from  the  crown. 

OvERN  EY,  alias  Overnef  s-^een,  now  called  Oven- 
den,  is  a manor  or  farm  in  this  parifh,  which  was 

' Patic.  for  the  fale  of  fee-farm  rents,  temji.  interregni. 
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part  of  the  eflate  belonging  to  the  Fremlnghams,  and 
afterwards,  as  before  mentioned,  to  the  Ifleys,**  in 
whom  it  continued  in  like  manner,  as  has  been  al- 
ready defcribed,  to  Willurn  Ifley,  who  polfelfed  it 
in  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  ; and,  in  purfuance  of  the 
act,  palfed  in  the  i8th  year  of  it,  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts,  was  fold  by  the  lord  treafurer  and  other 
commiffioners,  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  two  years 
afterwards,  to  Leven  Buf  km,  and  his  heirs,  as  a col- 
lateral fecurity  for  protecting  other  land,  w'hich  he 
had  purchafcd  of  the  commifiioners.  Soon  after 
which  he  reconveyed  this  eftate  back  again  to  Henry 
Ifley,  fon  of  William  before  mentioned,  who,  by 
deed,  in  the  zzd  year  of  that  reign,  fold  this  eftate, 
then  called  Overnef  s- green,  alias  Aujlhi  s,  to  James 
Auftin,  who  with  Henry  Ifiey,  and  William  his  fa- 
ther, by  deed  and  by  fine,  conveyed  it  to  John  Len- 
nard  and  Sampfon  Lennard,  and  their  heirs,  from 
whom  it  defcended,  with  another  eftate,  called  Got- 
land barn,  in  this  parilh,  purchafed  by  Sampfon  Len- 
nard of  one  Cacott,  to  Thomas  earl  of  Suflex,  the 
eftate  of  Overneys  being  included  among  thofe  for 
which  the  earl  had  a verdiCt  at  the  Queen’s  bench 
bar,  in  1709,  as  may  be  further  feen  under  Chevenr- 
ing,  whofe  two  daughters  and  coheirs  conveyed  them, 
with  Chevening,  and  other  lands  in  this  neighbour- 
hood, to  major  general  James  Stanhope,  afterwards 
created  earl  Stanhope,  whofe  grandfon,  the  Rt.  Hon. 
Charles  earl  Stanhope,  is  the  prefent  poflelTor  of  thele 
eftates.® 

Brook-place,  fq  called  from  its  contiguity  to  the 
fmall  brook  or  rill  of  water  here,  was  once  accounted 
part  of  the  manor  of  Sundridge,  and  was  moft  pro- 
bably the  firft  habitation  of  the  Ifteys  in  this  parith  ; 
the  laft  who  died  poffefled  of  it  was  William  Ifley, 

I 

•'  This  account  is  taken  moftly  from  lord  Dacre’s  papers. 

' See  more  of  this  family,  under  Chevening. 
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"v^'lio  died  in  the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  as 
appears  by  the  inquifition  taken  the  year  after  his 
death,  was  then  polfelTed  of  Brook-place,  with  the 
lands  and  woods  belonging  to  it.  He  conveyed  this 
eftate,  by  fale,  to  John  Alphew  of  Bore-place,  in 
Chidingftone,  on  whofe  death,  in  1489,  without 
male  ifl'ue,  his  two  daughters  and  coheirs  became  en- 
titled to  his  ettates;  and  on  the  partition  of  them, 
Sir  Robert  Read,  chief  juftice  of  the  common-pleas, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  in  right  of  his  wife, 
became  entitled  to  this  eftate. He  left  four  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs  ; one  of  whom,  Catherine,  marrying 
Sir  Thomas  Willoughby,  a younger  fon  of  thofe  of 
Erefby,  in  Lincolnlhire,  and  lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
common  pleas,  entitled  him  to  Brook-place.  His 
defeendant,  Thomas  Willoughby,  efq.  about  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  fold  it  to 
Sir  Thomas  Holkins  of  Oxfted,  in  Surry,  defeehded 
from  an  antient  family  of  that  name  in  Herefordfhire, 
who  bore  for  their  arms.  Per  pale  gules  and  azures  a 
chevron  engrailed  or^  betzveen  three  lions  rampant  ar- 
gent on  whofe  deceafe  it  came  to  his  eldeft  fon, 
Charles  Hofkins,  efq.  who  died  in  1657  ; whofe  grand 
fon,  Charles  Hofkins,  efq.  of  Croydon,  in  Surry,  left 
an  only  daughter  and  heir,  who  carried  this  eftate,  in 
marriage,  to  John  Ward,  efq.  of  Squeries,  in  Wef- 
terham,  who  died  pofleired  of  it  in  1775,  and  his 
eldeft  fon  and  heir  by  her,  John  Ward,  efq.  of  Sque- 
ries, is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Henden,  called  in  antient  writings,  Hethenden, 
is  a manor,  which  lies  at  the  fouthern  edge  of  this 
parifh,  in  the  Weald,  below  Ide-hill,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  manor  of  Boughton  Aluph,  in  the  eaftern 
part  of  this  county. 

^ See  more  of  Alphew  and  Read,  under  Chidingftone, 

' Giiillim,  p.  387,  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  34. 
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This  eftate  had,  for  a conlinued  feries  of  years, 
owners  of  the  highefl  rank  and  title  in  this  kingdom, 
for  it  was  formerly  part  of  the  poffeflions  of  Barth, 
de  Burgherlh,  who  died  poffefled  of  it  in  the  29th 
year  of  king  Henry  III.  leaving,  by  Elizabeth,  his 
wife,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Theobald  de 
Verdon,  a great  baron  of  Staffordlhire,  two  fons, 
Bartholomew  and  Henry;  of  whom  Bartholomew, 
the  eldcft,  being  a man  eminent  for  his  valour,  was 
made  choice  of  by  king  Edward  III.  in  his  24th  year 
on  the  inflitution  of  the  order  of  the  Garter,  to  be 
one  of  the  knights  companions  thereof. 

He  died  in  the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  leav- 
ing by  his  fecond  wife,  Margaret,  filler  of  Bartholo- 
mew lord  Badlefmere,  who  furvived  him,  one  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Edward  leDe* 
fpencer,  the  eldell  fon  of  Edward,  who  on  the  death 
of  his  uncle,  Hugh  le  Defpencer,  without  iffue,  be- 
came his  heir. 

He  received  fummons  to  parliament  from  the  31ft 
to  the  39th  year  of  the  above  reign,  and  departed  this 
life  at  his  caftle  of  KaerdifF,  in  the  49th  year  of  it, 
being  then  poffefled  of  this  manor,  in  right  of  his 
wife,  who  furviving  him,  died  in  the  loth  year  of 
king  Henry  IV.’’  By  her  he  left  a fon  and  heir,  com- 
monly called  Thomas  lord  Defpencer,  of  Glamorgan 
and  Morganok,  who  was,  among  others,  in  the  20th 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  advanced  to  great  titles  of 
honour,^  being  created  earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  exhi- 
biting his  petition  in  the  fame  parliament,  for  revo- 
cation of  the  judgment  of  exile  againft  his  great  grand 
father,  Hugh  le  Defpencer,  had  it  granted.  In  which 
petition  it  appears,  that  Hugh  le  Defpencer  was  then 
poflefled  of  no  lefs  than  59  lordflups  in  different  coun- 
tip, 2S000  flieep,  1000  oxen  and  fleers,  1200  kine 
with  their  calves,  40  mares  with  their  colts  of  two 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol,  i.  p.  389,  395,  et  feq. 
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years,  1 60  draft  horfes,  2000  hogs,  3000  bullocks, 
40  tons  of  wine,  600  bacons,  80  carcafes  of  Martin- 
mas beef,  600  muttons  in  his  larder,  10  tons  of  cyder, 
armour,  plate,  jewels,  and  ready  money,  looool. 
36  lacks  of  wool,  and  (what  was  of  no  fmall  value  in 
thofe  times)  a library  of  books. 

This  earl  married  Conftance,  daughter  of  Edmond 
Langley,  duke  of  York,  and  although  he  was  one  of 
the  chief  of  thofe  peers  who  formerly  aded  in  the  de- 
polition  of  king  Richard  II.  yet  he  was  foon  after 
degraded  from  his  honour  of  earl,  by  parliament,  in 
the  I ft  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  as  all  others  were  who 
had  been  concerned  in  the  death  of  Thomas  of  Wood- 
ftock,  duke  of  Gloucefterj  after  which,  being  con- 
fcious  of  his  danger,  he  fled ; but  being  taken  at 
Briftol,  he  was  carried  into  the  market  place  there, 
by  the  rabble,  and  beheaded  j and  the  next  year,  by 
the  name  of  Thomas,  late  lord  Spencer,  he  was  ad- 
judged a traitor,  and  to  forfeit  all  his  lands.  His 
daughter,  and  at  length  foie  heir,  Ifabel,  in  the  year 
her  father  died,  was  married  to  Richard  Beauchamp, 
lord  Bergavenny,  and  afterwards  earl  of  Worcefter, 
who  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Henry  V.  had  poflfeflion 
granted  to  him  of  all  thefe  lordlhips  and  lands,  which, 
upon  the  death  of  her  brother,  under  age  and  with- 
out iflue,  defcended  to  her,  among  which  was  this 
manor  of  Henden,  and  upon  the  death  of  Conftance, 
her  mother,  had  the  like  pofleflion  granted  of  what 
Ihe  held  in  dower. 

Richard  earl  of  Worcefter  died  before  her,  and 
Ihe  afterwards,  by  a fpecial  difpenfation  from  the 
pope,  they  being  brothers  children,  married  Richard 
Beauchamp  earl  of  Warwick,  one  of  the  moft  confi- 
derable  perfons  of  his  time ; for,  at  the  coronation  of 
king  Henry  IV.  he  had  been  made  a knight  of  the 
Bath,  being  then  only  nineteen  years  of  age.  In  the 
5 th  year  of  whofe  reign,  he  behaved  bravely  againft 
Owen  Glendower,  then  in  rebellion,  whofe  ftandard 
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he  took  in  open  battle,  and  afterwards  gained  great 
honour  in  the  battle  of  Shrewfbury,  fought  againft 
the  Percies. 

At  the  coronation  of  king  Henry  V.  he  was  confti- 
tuted  lord  high  fteward,  as  the  patent  expreffes  it,  for 
his  wifdom  and  indefatigable  induftry  in  the  king’s 
fervice  ; after  which  he  was  declared  captain  of  Ca- 
lais, and  governor  of  the  marches  of  Picardy,  and  in 
1417,  created  earl  of  Aumarle,  or  as  we  ufually  call 
it,  Albermarle,  in  reward  for  his  bravery  in  France, 
and  eleded  knight  of  the  Garter;  and  upon  the  death 
of  king  Henry  V.  was  appointed  governor  to  the 
young  king,  Henry  VI.  and  afterwards,  on  the  death 
of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of  France,  and  lieu- 
tenant general  of  all  the  king’s  forces  in  that  realm, 
and  in  Normandy.  He  died  at  the  caftle  of  Roan, 
in  1439,  leaving  Ifabel,  his  fecond  wife,  before  men- 
tioned, furviving,‘  by  whom  he  had  Henry,  of  whom 
hereafter,  and  Anne,  married  to  Richard  Nevill  earl  of 
Salifbury,  and  afterwards  earl  of  Warwick;  flie  died 
within  a few  months  after  the  earl  her  hulband,  being 
then  poITefled  of  this  manor. 

Their  fon,  Henry  de  Beauchamp,  earl  of  Warwick, 
fucceeded  his  mother  in  this  eftate  at  Sundridge,  be- 
ing little  more  than  fourteen  years  of  age  at  his  fa- 
ther’s death.  He  was  fo  great  a favourite  with  king 
Henry  VI.  that  the  higheft  honours  were  thought 
infufficient  to  exprefs  the  king’s  affeftion  towards 
him.  In  the  aad  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  he  w'as 
created  premier  earl  of  England,  and  for  a diftinftion 
between  him  and  other  earls,  he  had  granted  to  him, 
and  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  licence  to  wear  a gol- 
den coronet  on  his  head,  as  well  in  the  king’s  pre- 
fence, as  elfewhere  ; and  within  a few  days  afterwards 
he  was  further  advanced  to  the  rank  of  duke  of  War- 

' Hift.  Greville,  p.  46,  et  feq.  Dugd.  Bar.  yol.  i.  p.  243. 

* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  ^ 
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wick,  with  precedence  next  after  the  duke  of  Nor- 
folk, and  before  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ; after 
which  he  had  the  grant  of  the  iflands  of  Guernfey, 
Jerfey,  and  others  adjacent,  together  with  other  caftles, 
lands,  and  manors;  and,  laftly,  he  was  declared  king 
of  the  ifle  of  Wight,  the  king  placing  the  crown  on 
his  head  with  his  own  hands  ; but  he  lived  not  long 
to  enjoy  thefe  honours,  being  taken  off  in  the  flower 
of  his  age,  in  1445,  twenty-fecond  year.  His 

body  was  carried  to  Tewkfbury,  where  it  lies  interred 
among  his  anceflors,  in  the  middle  of  the  choir ; he 
died  poflelfed  of  this  manor  of  Henden,  leaving  Cice- 
ly, his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill  earl  of  Salif- 
bury,  furviving,  whom  he  had  married  in  his  father’s 
life  time,  when  he  w'as  fcarce  ten  years  of  age,  being 
then  called  by  the  name  of  lord  Defpencer,  and  one 
daughter,  Anne,  who  died  an  infant.  Upon  which 
Anne,  her  aunt.  After  to  the  late  duke  of  Warwick, 
became  heir  to  the  earldom  and  her  brother’s  eftates, 
being  at  that  time  the  wife  of  Richard  Nevill  earl  of 
Salifbury,  before  mentioned,  having  been  married  to 
him  the  fame  year  that  Henry,  her  brother,  married 
Cicely,  his  After  ; by  realbn  of  which  marriage,  and 
in  refpe<ft  of  his  fpecial  fervices,  he  had  the  title  of 
earl  of  Warwick  confirmed  to  him  and  his  wife,  and 
their  heirs. 

This  earl,  who  is  fo  well  known  in  Englifh  hiftor}’- 
by  the  title  of  the  King-maker^  finding  himfelf  of 
confequence  fufflcient  to  hold  the  balance  of  the  fa- 
milies of  York  and  Lancafter,  by  his  changing  from 
one  fide  to  the  other,  rendered  England,  during  the 
continuance  of  his  power,  a feene  of  conftant  confu- 
fion  and  bloodfhed,  and  made  or  unmade  kings,  of 
this  or  the  other  houfe,  as  fuited  his  paflions,  or  ferved 
his  purpofes ; at  length  he  was  flain,  endeavouring 
to  re-place  king  Henry  on  the  throne,  at  the  battle  of 
Barnet,  in  1471. 
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By  Anne  his  wife,  before  mentioned,  he  had  only 
two  daughters,  whom  he  married  into  the  royal  fa- 
mily ; Ifabel,  the  eldeft,  being  married  to  George 
duke  of  Clarence,  brother  to  king  Edward  IV.  and 
Anne,  the  youngeft,  firft  to  Edward  prince  of  Wales, 
fon  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  adly  to  Richard  duke  of 
Glouceller,  afterwards  king  Richard  III.' 

After  the  earl’s  deceafe,  the  countefs,  his  widow, 
lived  in  great  diftrefs.  The  vaft  inheritance  of  the 
Warwick  family  was  taken  from  her  by  authority  of 
parliament,  as  if  fhe  had  been  naturally  dead,  moft 
of  which  was  given  to  her  two  daughters,  Ifabel  and 
Anne. 

King  Henry  VII.  after  his  accefllon  to  the  throne, 
in  the  3d  year  of  his  reign,  recalled  the  old  countefs 
of  Warwick  from  her  retirement  in  the  North,  where 
fhe  lived  in  a mean  condition,  and  both  her  daugh- 
ters being  dead,  he,  by  a new  ad;  of  parliament,  an- 
nulling the  former,  as  againft  all  realon,  confcience, 
and  courfe  of  nature,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  fo  are  the  words,  and  in  confideration  of  the 
true  and  faithful  fervice,  and  allegiance,  by  her  borne 
to  king  Henry  VI.  asalfo,  that  Ihe  never  gave  caufe 
for  fuch  delherifon,  reftored  to  her  the  polieflion  of 
all  the  inheritance  of  the  Warwick  family,  with  power 
to  her  to  alien  the  fame,  or  any  part  of  it.  But  this 
was  not  done  W'ith  any  purpofe,  that  Ihe  fhould  enjoy 
any  part  of  it,  but  merely  that  fhe  might  transfer  the 
whole  of  it  to  the  king,  which  fhe  did  that  year  by  a 
fpecial  feoffment,  and  a fine  thereupon  had,  granting 
the  fame,  confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  lord- 
fliips  and  manors,  among  which  was  this  of  Henden, 
to  the  king  and  his  heirs  male,*"  with  remainder  to 
herfelf  and  her  heirs  for  ever. 

' Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  306.  Hift.  Greville,  p.  i;4. 
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From  this  time  the  manor  of  Henden  feems  to 
have  remained  in  the  crown  till  king  Henry  VIII.  in 
his  9th  year,  exchanged  this  his  manor  and  park  of 
Henden,  with  Sir  Thomas  Bulleyn,  for  the  manor  of 
Newhall  and  other  lands,  in  Elfex  ; who,  on  account 
of  the  great  affeftion  W'hich  the  king  bore  to  his  eldell 
daughter,  the  lady  Anne,  was  advanced,  in  the  i yth 
year  of  that  reign,  to  the  title  of  vifcount  Rochford, 
and  three  years  afterwards  to  that  of  earl  of  Wikihire 
and  Ormond. 

From  him  this  eftate  pafled  to  William  Stafford, 
efq.  who,  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign,  conveyed  it 
to  the  king;  and  he,  in  the  34th  year  of  his  reign, 
demifed  his  park,  and  the  lands  called  Henden -park, 
with  their  appurtenances,  in  Henden,  Braked,  Sun- 
dridge,  and  Chedyngkone,  and  the  lodges  in  the 
park,  to  George  Harper,  for  a term  of  3Tars;  and  the 
next  year  he  granted,  among  other  premifes,  the  fee 
of  this  manor,  parcel  of  the  polfefiions  of  William 
Stafford  and  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Tho- 
mas earl  of  Wiltfhire,  and  the  park  of  Henden,  in 
the  parifhes  above  mentioned,  to  Sir  John  Grelliam, 
to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.  He  was  of  Tit- 
fey,  in  Surry,  and  third  fon  of  John  Grefliam,  of 
Holt,  in  Norfolk,  younger  brother  of  Sir  Richard, 
who  was  lord  mayor  and  uncle  to  Sir  Thomas,  who 
built  the  Royal  Exchange.''  He  was  lord  mayor  of 
London,  in  1547,  and  died  poffeffed  of  this  ekate  in 
1556,  fome  little  time  before  which  the  park  here 
feems  to  have  been  difparked. 

His  grandfon,  Sir  William  Grefliam,  fold  it,  at 
the  end  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Hofkiiis  ot  Oxked,  in  Surry,  whofe  grandfon.  Sir 
William  Holkins,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1712;  and 
in  his  defeendants  it  continued  down  to  Charles  Hof- 

" Kimber’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii,  p.  77.  Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey, 
book  i.  p.  258. 
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daughter  and  heir,  Sufannah  Chicheley  Hofkins,  theni| 
an  infant,  became  intitled  to  the  inheritance  of  it.  | 
She  married,  in  1790,  Richard  Gorges,  efq.  who  now  I 
in  her  right  poffefies  this  manor. 

Com  BE  BANK  is  a feat  here,  fo  called  from  fomc 
antient  camp  or  fortification,  placed  at  or  near  it, 
comb^  in  Saxon,  fignifying  a camp.  Moft  probably 
here  was  once  likewife  a burying-place  for  the  Roman 
foldicrs,  as  many  urns  of  an  antique  fliape  and  figure 
have  been  found  in  digging  near  it  j and  Ibme  have 
imagined  there  w'as  a Roman  military  way,  which  led 
from  Oldborough,  in  Ightham,  through  this  place  to 
Kefton  camp,  near  Bromley,  in  this  county. 

Corabebank  was  formerly  efteemed  as  part  of  the 
manor  of  Sundridge,  and  as  fuch  now  pays  a portion 
of  the  antient  fee  farm  rent  of  that  manor.  As  fuch, 
it  was  for  many  defeents  the  eftate  of  the  Ifleys,  lords 
of  Sundridge  manor,  with  whom  it  remained  till  the 
18th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  wdien  it  w-as 
vefted,  by  the  aft  palfed  that  year,  in  the  lord  trea- 
furer  and  others,  to  be  fold  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates 
in  this  parifh,  towards  the  payment  of  Wm.  Ifley’s 
debts.  By  them  Combebank  was  accordingly  fold  to 
one  of  the  family  of  Afli,  who  were  of  good  repute  in 
this  neighbourhood,  as  well  for  their  poflefiions  as 
for  their  long  ftanding  in  it.  The  laft  of  them  here 
was  William  Afli,  efq.  who  alienated  it  to  Col.  John 
Campbell,  who,  on  the  death  of  Archibald,  duke  of 
Argyle,  in  1761,  fucceeded  to  that  title. 

This  noble  family  is  derived  from  a feries  of  illuf- 
trious  anceftors,  of  whom  there  are  traditional  ac- 
counts fo  high  as  the  reign  of  Fergus,  the  fecond  king 
of  Scotland,  anno  404. 

In  1545,  Sir  Duncan  Campbell,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
Colin,  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a lord  of  par- 
liament, as  was  his  grandfon,  Colin,  in  1457-, 
title  of  earl  of  Argyle,  whofe  defeendant,  Archibald, 
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eighth  earl  of  Argyle,  was  by  king  Charles  I.  in  1 641, 
created  marquis  of  Argyle,  in  Scotland;  all  which 
titles  he  forfeited  for  treafon,  of  which  he  was  found 
guilty,  and  beheaded  at  Edinburgh,  in  1661. 

His  Ion,  Archibald,  was,  in  1663,  reftored  by  the 
king  to  the  ellate,  title,  and  precedency,  formerly 
enjoyed  by  his  anceftors,  earls  of  Argyle  ; but  in 
1681,  being  accufed  of  treafon,  he  was  found  guilty, 
and  though  he  then  made  his  efcape,  yet  landing  w'ith 
a force  from  abroad,  in  1 685,  he  w'as  taken,  and  on 
his  former  fentence,  was  beheaded  at  Edinburgh  that 
year.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Stuart, 
earl  of  Murray,  by  whom  he  had  four  fons  and  two 
daughters ; of  the  former,  Archibald  was  created  duke 
of  Argyle;  John,  the  fecond  fon,  w'as  of  Mammore, 
and  was  father  of  the  late  duke  ; Charles  and  James 
were  both  colonels  in  the  army. 

Archibald,  the  eldeft,  his  father’s  attainder  being 
taken  off  by  the  parliament,  immediately  after  the  Re- 
volution, was  tenth  earl  of  Argyle,  and  afterwards, ' in 
1701,  created  duke  of  Argyle,  marquis  of  Kyntire 
and  Lorn,  earl  of  Campbell  and  Cowell,  vifeount  of 
Lochow  and  Glengla,  and  lord  Inverary,  Mull,  Mor- 
vern,  and  Terry,  who  dying  in  1703,  left  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Sir  Lionel  Talmafh,  two  fons  and  a daugh- 
ter; John,  the  great  duke  of  Argyle,  who  was  created 
a peer  of  England,  by  the  titles  of  duke  and  earl  of 
Greenwich,  and  baron  Chatham;  and  died  in  1743, 
leaving  only  four  daughters  his  coheirs,"  fo  that  thefe 
titles  expired  with  him  ; but  as  duke  of  Argyle,  &c.  in 
Scotland,  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  brother,  Archibald, 
W'ho,  in  1706,  had  been  created  earl  of  and  vilcount 
Ila,  and  lord  Ornfay,  Dunoon,  and  Aros,  in  Scotland, 
but  died  without  iffue,  in  1761. 

Lie  was  fucceeded  as  duke  of  Argyle,  marquis  of 
Lorn;  &c.  by  colonel  John  Campbell,  of  Mammore, 

® See  Greenwich,  vol.  ii.  p.  557. 
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fecond  ion  of  Archibald,  ninch  earl  of  Argylejp  which  1 1 
John,  duke  of  Argyle,  purchaled  this  leat  of  Combe- Hj 
bank,  before  mentioned,  and  made  it  one  of  the  prin-* 
cipal  feats  of  his  refidence.  He  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  John  lord  Bellenden,  by  whom  he  had  John„i 
marquis  of  Lorn,  who  fucceeded  him  in  titles  andli 
eftate  ; three  other  fons,  and  one  daughter.  He  died !) 
in  1770,  but  in  his  life  time  he  gave  this  feat  to  hisij 
third  liirviving  fon,  the  Right  Hon.  lord  Frederick 
Campbell,  who  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it,  and  re--i 
fides  here. 

His  lordfhip  married,  in  1769,  Mary,  daughter  of: 
Amos  Meredith,  cfq.  and  widow  of  Laurence  Shirley 
carl  Ferrers,  and  by  her,  who  died  in  1791,  has  iflue,  .| 
‘He  is  a privy  councellor,  a lord  of  trade  and  planta- 
tions, lord  regifter  of  Scotland,  and  member  of  par-  -i 
liament  for  Argylefhire,  in  that  kingdom. 

His  PRESENT  Grace,  the  duke  of  Argyle,  whilfl 
marquis  of  Lorn,  his  father  being  living,  was  on  De- 
cember 20,  1766,  created  a peer  of  England,  by  the 
title  of,  Baron  Sundridge  of  Combebank, //’(f 
county  of  Kent,  to  him  and  his  heirs  male,  and  in  failure 
of  which  to  the  lords  William  and  Frederick,  his  bro- 
thers and  their  heirs  male  fuccefllvely.  His  Grace  mar- 
ried, in  1759,  F.lizabeth,daughter  of  John  Gunning,  efq. 
and  widow  of  James,  late  duke  of  Hamilton,  who,  in 
1776,  was  created  a baronefs  of  England,  in  her  own  l 
right,  by  the  title  of  baronefs  Hamilton,  and  who  died  I 
in  1790,  by  whom  he  had  George  marquis  of  Lorn, 
one  other  fon,  and  two  daughters.  He  bears  for  his  i 
arras,  ^larterly,  ill  and  4th,  Campbell',  2d  and  3d, 
the  lordfhip  of  Lorn.  For  his  creft,  on  a zvreath,  a 
boar's  head,  conped  proper,  or  j and  for  his  fupporters, 
iivo  lions  guardant,  gules,  j 

p Collins’s  Peerage,  laft  edition,  vol.  vii.  p.  638,  et  feq.  and 
Scots  Compend.  p.  98. 
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MRb.  Em/abkth  Smith,  alias  Crane,  gave  by  will,  iiv 
1638,  for  the  poor  of  the  parifli  who  do  not  receive  alms,  pan 
of  a tenement,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Shenftone,  now  of  liie 
annual  produce  of  2I.  i6s.  8d. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Lewis  gave^by  will,  in  1646,  for  four  fermons, 
to  be  preached,  il.  6s.  8d.  for  three  Bibles,  2s.  and  for  bread, 
3s.  4d.  payable  out  of  land,  the  property  of  Edward  Beach,  efq. 
the  annual  produce  being  2!.  10s. 

Humphry  Hyde,  efq.  gave  by  will,  in  1719,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  ten  poor  children,  the  annual  fum  of  61.  payable  out 
of  a farm,  of  which  John  Hulks  is  tenant,  and  now  of  that  aii- 
jiual  produce. 

John  Hyde,  efq.  gave  by  will,  in  1776,  for  twelve  poor  fa- 
milies, not  receiving  alms  of  the  parifli,  a fum  of  money,  veiled 
in  the  funds,  by  the  truftees,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  61. 

A person  unknown  gave,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  the  an- 
nual fum  of  3s.  qd.  payable  out  of  land,  the  property  of  ThomdS 
Hambleton,  and  now  of  that  annual  product. 

Another  person  unknown  gave,  for  that  purpofe,  a like 
annual  fum,  payable  out  of  a tenement  belonging  to  Queen’s  col- 
lege, and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

SuNDRiDGE  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction oi  x.\\Q  diocefe  of  Rocliefter,  and  being 
a pectdiar  of  the  archbiihop,  is  as  fuch  within  the 
ddanry  of  Shorehani.  The  church  confifts  of  two  ifles 
and  two  chancels,  having  a pointed  iteeple  at  the 
weft  end. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it,  on  the  north 
fide  is  a tine  antient  altar  tomb,  under  an  arch  of  Gothic  work, 
on  the  fide  of  it  were  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman,  with  an 
infcription  now  loft,  but  Philipott  fays,  it  was  for  John  Ifiey,  efq. 
flieriff  of  Kent,  anno  14  Edward  IV.  and  deceafed  anno  1484. 
At  the  foot  of  the  above  is  a grave  Hone,  on  which  are  the  figures 
in  brafs  of  a man  in  armour,  and  his  wife,  with  ten  fons  and 
three  daughters,  but  the  infcription  is  gone,  and  one  fliield  of 
arms,  yet  there  are  three  remaining,  which  fiiew  it  to  have  been 
for  one  of  the  Ifleys,  who  married  a Guldeford.  On  the  fouth 
fide  is  a graveftone,  with  the  figure  in  brafs,  of  a man  in  armour, 
with  a lion  at  his  feet,  with  an  infcription  in  black  letter  for  Ro- 
ger Ifley,  lord  of  Sundrefli  and  Fremingham,  ob.  1429;  above 
two  fliiclds,  one  Ifley,  fecond  the  like,  impaling  ermine  A bend. 
A memorial  before  the  rails  for  Gervafius  Ividd,  S.T.P.  redlor  of 
this  parilb,  ob.  Nov.  13, /a  die  fouth  chancel^  a mural  mo- 
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iiument  for  John  Hyde,  efq.  lord  of  the  manor  of  S^dridge 
Weald  and  Millbrook,  ob.  '>29;  above  thefe  arms,,  Gules,  a 
faltier  or,  between  four  belants  of  the  fecond,  a chief  ermine,  im-  ^ 
paling  ermine  on  a canton  argent  a crefcent  or  ; another  like  mo- 
nument for  John  Hyde,  efq.  ob.  1677,  arms  as  the  former.  An  1 
oval  m ural  monuinent  for  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Humphry  Hyde,  efq.  , 
ob.  1713.  A monument  for  Frances,  widow  of  Peter  Shaw,  M.D.  , 
and  daughter  of  John  Hyde,  efq.  ob.  1767.  A memorial  for 
Henry  Hvde,  gent.  A.  M.  ob.  Oa.  26,  1 706  ; and  for  Humphry 
Hyde',  gent,  fecond  fon  of  John  Hyde,  efq.  lord  of  Sundridge  ' 
manor,  ob.  1709,  aet.  18.  Near  this  lall  ftone  is  one,  having  a 1 
large  brafs  plate,  with  the  figure  of  a man  in  fomewhat  a fingular  ' 
habit,  but  the  infcription  and  four  fiiields  of  arms  are  torn  off.  . 
In  the  north  chancel  is  a vault  for  the  Aynfworths.  In  the  middle  1 
of  the  great  chancel  are  two  adjoining  grave  Hones,  on  w'hich 
w'cre  infcriptions  in  brafs  capitals  of  the  mirteenth  century,  let  I 
in,  feparate  round  the  verge  of  the  Hones,  all  w'hich  are  now  : 
picked  out ; they  belonged  moH  probably  to  one  of  the  family 
of  Ifley. 

In  the  firH  window  of  the  above  chancel  are  two  Hiields,  wdth 
the  arms  of  Ifley,  in  very  antient  coloured  glafs,  the  firH  ermine, 
a bend  gules,  impaling  ermine  a crofs  gules;  the  fecond  as  above, 
impaling  Colepeper.  In  the  third  window’,  a fliield  quarterly, 
iH  and  4th,  Ifley  ; 2d  and  3d,  ermine  a fefs  gules. 

It  is  a redlory,  the  patronage  of  which  was  part  of  ‘ 
the  antient  pofl'effions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  to 
which  it  belongs  at  this  time. 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church 
was  valued  at  thirty  marcs.** 

By  virtue  of  a commijfion  of  enquiry^  taken  by  order’ 
of  the  date,  in  1650,  ilfuing  out, of  chancery,  it  was. 
returned,  that  Sundridge  was  aparfonage,with  a houfe,, 
barn,  and  twelve  acres  of  land  thereto  belonging,, 
which, with  the  tithes,  were  worth  one  hundred  pounds, 
per  annum,  Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe  then  incumbent,  be- 
ing put  in  by  the  parliament,  who  received  the  profit’ 
thereof  for  his  lalary,  and  the  vicars  tithes  alfo.^ 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  22I.  13s.  4d. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  5s.  4d.‘ 

Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 

* Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 

’ E(H.  Thef.  p,  387. 
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SUNDRIDGE 


CHURCH  OF 

PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  Jirefented. 

Archbijhoji  of  Canterbury 


* Reg.  Roff.  p.  107. 

® He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

Parl.Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xix. 

* Author  of  the  Fafciculus,  and 
other  learned  books. 

Archdeacon  of  Carmarthen,  and 
prebendary  of  Canterbury  ; afterwards 
bifliop  of  Offbry.  See  Biog<  Brit.  vol. 
*i.  p.  3919. 


SUNDRIDGE. 

rectors; 

Hugo  ForJJiam^  in  1320.^ 

Gervas  Nidd^  S.T.  P.  obt.  Nov, 
13,  1629.“ 

Richard  Hall^  S.Ti  P.  in  1634, 
John  Kayes,  A.M.  ind.  1643,  ob. 
Nov.  1644. 

Samuel  Shar/ie,  in  1645, 
1680."' 

James  Goodwin,  ind.  Nov.  18, 
1680.  obt.  Mar.  1684. 
Benjamin  Maldhi,  ind.  May  31, 
1685,  obt.  Sep.  1688. 

Edw.  Brown,  A.M.  ind.  Feb.  8. 

1689,  obt.  1699.* 

Edw.  Tenifon,  LL.B.  in  lyoo.'* 
John  Lynch,  S.T.  P.  in  1 728,  re- 
figned  in  1733.* 

Samuel  lKeller,L.L.li.  1733,  and 
1753.* 

John  Frankland,  A.  M.  1753)  re- 
figned  1777.*' 

IVm.  Hyfe,\.LID.  1777.  Pre- 
fent  reftor.' 

* Afterwards  dean  of  Canterbury 
&c.  He  refigned  this  reftory  for  that 
of  Bilhoplborne. 

a Before  curate  of  Maidftone. 
b Son  of  the  dean  of  Ely., 
c Before  curate  of  Braded.  In 
1777  a dlfpcnfatioh  pafled  for  his  hold- 
ing this  redlorywith  that  of  Lambeth, 
in  Surry. 


WOODLAND, 

WHICH  was  once  a parifli  of  itfelf,  though  now 
united  to  Kingfdown,  is  in  this  hundred  of  Codflieath ; 
a particular  defeription  of  it  has  already  been  given 
under  that  parilh,  in  the  hundred  of  Axftane. 
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PARISH  AND  VILLE  OF  BRASTED. 

ADJOINING  toSundrIdge  weftward,lies  the  parlfli 
of  Brasted, called  in  thtT^extus RoffenJis'&RA'DEST'E'D'Ei 
and  in  Domefday^  Briestede.  It  feems  to  take  its 
name  from  the  long  narrow  form  of  it  j hrade^  in  Saxon, 
fignifying  length,  and  Jledey  a place.  Within  this  ‘ 
parilh  is  a diftrid,  called,  Ville  of  Brajied,  which 
is  2.  jtiriJdiSlion  Jeparate  from  any  hundred,  having  a 
conjiable  of  its  own,  the  remaining  part  of  the  parifh 
being  the  moft  northern  part  of  it,  called  Brafted  Up- 
land, is  in  the  hundred  of  Wefterham  and  Eaton-  , 
bridge.  The  church  ftands  within  the  ville. 

The  village  of  Brafted  is  fituated  on  the  high  road 
to  Wefterham,  which  leads  through  the  parifh  weft- 
ward,  midway  between  the  two  ranges  of  the  chalk 
and  the  fand  hills,  to  the  former  of  which  this  parifh 
extends,  about  a mile  in  length.  About  a quarter  of 
a mile  fouthward  of  the  village,  the  river  Darent  flows 
through  the  parifh  eaftward,  a little  fouthward  of  which  , 
is  the  church,  and  near  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hill,  Bra- 
fted-court  lodge,  within  the  hundred  of  Wefterham 
and  Eatonbridge. 

Near  the  eaft  end  of  the  village  is  Brafted-place, 
fouthward  from  which  Is  a large  parcel  of  wafte,  rough, 
and  woody  ground,  called  Brafted  Chart  common, 
extending  for  two  miles  to  the  fand  hill,  below  which 
it  extends  for  fome  length  into  the  Weald,  where  it 
has  the  name  of  Brajled  IVealdy  in  like  manner  as  the 
other  parifhes  mentioned  before  j where,  at  the  fou- 
thern  boundary  of  it,  is  the  eftate,  called  Delaware. 

1 he  whole  parifh,  notwithftanding  its  great  length, 
at  no  part  of  it  exceeds  a mile  in  width  5 the  foil  of  it, 

above 
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above  the  hill,  excepting  near  the  river,  is  but  very 
indifferent,  being  near  the  northern  hills  chalky,  and 
near  the  fouthern  hills  an  unfertile  fand  j below  the 

latter  it  is  a ftiff  clay.  rj  \r 

A fair  is  kept  at  Brafted  on  Holy  Thurfday  or  Af- 

cenfion  day,  for  horfes,  cattle,  &c. 

The  MANOR  of  Brafted  feems  to  have  been  for- 
merly accounted  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Tun- 
bridge. It  was  part  of  the  pofTeffions  of  the  fee  of 
Canterbury,  before  the  Norman  conqueft;  accordingly 
it  is  thus  entered,  in  the  record  of  Domefday,  under 
the  general  title  of  the  lands  held  of  the  archbifhop  by 

holds  Briejlede  of  the  anhbijhop. 
It  was  taxed  at  one  fiding  and  an  half.  Ihe  arable  land 
is  ten  carucates,  in  demejne  there  are  -i  carucates  ^^  24 
villeins,  with  16  borderers,  having  12  carucates.  Ibere 
is  a church  and  1 5 fervants,  and  two  mills  of  ics,] hillings. 
I’here  is  wood  for  the  pannage  of  10  hogs,  and  as  much 
herbage  as  is  worth  nine  fhillings  and  fxpence  ' In  the 
whole  it  was  worth,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
feffor,  io pounds,  and  as  much  when  he  received  it,  and 
now  1 7 pounds.  Alnod,  the  abbot,  held  this  manor  of  the 

archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  , 

Soon  after  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror  it  came  i 
the  eminent  family  of  Clare,  afterwards  earls  of  Glou- 
cefter  and  Hertford,  who  held  it  of  the 
Canterbury  in  grand  fergeantry ; and  'here  having  bee 
■great  difputes  between  the  archbilhops  and  'h^'h  ’ 

Lcerning  the  cuftoms  and  ferv.ces  claimed  by  he 
former,  on  account  of  thefe  premifes,  as  well  “ ot  to, 
which  the  earls  held  of  them  in  Tunbridge,  Hadlo  , 
and  other  places  in  this  county,  the  whfe  was  finaUy 
fettled  in  1264,  anno  42  king  Henry  HI-  ^y  a co 

pofition  then  entered  into  between  archbiftop  Bom- 
face  and  Richard  de  Clare,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  in  whi 
[r^as  agreed,  that  the  earl  Ihould  hold  'he  -nor  of 
Bradefted,  by  the  fervice  of  being  chief  butler  h 
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archblfhop  and  his  fucceflbrs,  at  their  great  feaft  of 
inthronization,  and  that  he  fhoiild  do  fuit  for  it  at  their 
court  of  Otford  ; and  the  archbifhop  agreed,  that  the 
carl  fhould  receive  of  him  and  his  fucceflbrs  certain 
fees  and  allowances,  as  therein  mentioned,  whenever 
he,  or  his  heirs,  fhould  perform  this  office,  at  fuch  time 
as  above  mentioned/ 

Richard  earl  of  Gloucefler  and  Hertford  died  pof- 
feffed  of  this  manor,  at  his  houfe  at  Efchemerfield, 
in  this  county,  in  the  46th  year  of  king  Henry  III! 
vvhofe  grandfon,  Gilbert,  died  pofTefTed  of  it  in  the 
7th  of  Edward  II.  being  flain  at  the  battle  of  Bannockf- 
biirne,  near  Strivelin  and  on  the  partition  of  the  inhe- 
ritance of  his  three  fillers  and  coheirs,  this  manor, 
among  other  eftates  in  Kent,  was  allotted  to  Margaret, 
the  fecond  fifter,  then  wife  of  Hugh  de  Audley,  jun! 
who  not  only  fucceeded  to  thefe  lands  of  her  inheri- 
tance, but  was  likewife,  in  the  nth  year  of  kino-  Ed- 
ward III.  created  in  parliament  earl  of  Gloucefler. 
He  died  pofTefTed  of  the  manor  of  Bradflcd,  in  the 
zifl  year  of  that  reign,=  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir,  Margaret,  then  the  wife  of  Ralph  Stafford,  who 
in  her  right  became  pofTefTed  of  it. 

He  was  fo  greatly  efleemed  by  king  Edward  III. 
that,  among  other  marks  of  his  regard,  he  chofe  him 
one  of  the  knights  of  the  order  of  the  Garter,  at  the  firft 
inllitution  of  it ; and  foon  afterwards,  in  his  24th  year 
advaiKed  liim  to  the  title  of  earl  of  Stafford.  He  died 
poffeffed  of  this  manor  in  the  46th  year  of  this  reign, 
and  from  him  it  defeended  to  his  great  grandfon 
Humphry  Stafford,  who  was  created  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham,  anno  23  kmg  Henry  VI.  and  was  afterwards 
flam  m the  battle  of  Northampton,  fighting  valiantly 
there  on  the  king  s part.  From  him  it  at  length  de- 

‘ Kegift.  Chrift  church.  Cant  No 
of  tills  compofition,  under  TunbridgC  ^ account 

Kot  £fch.  ejus  an.  Philipott,  p.  65. 
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fcended  to  his  great  grandfon,  Edward,  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who,  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
being  accufed  of  confpiring  the  king’s  death,  was 
brought  to  his  trial,  and  being  found  guilty,  was  be- 
headed on  Tower-hill  that  year. 

In  the  parliament,  begun  in  the  14th  year,  though 
there  pafled  an  aft  for  his  attainder,  yet  there  was 
likewife  an  a6t  for  the  reftitution  in  blood  of  Henry 
his  eldeft  fon,  but  not  to  his  honours  or  lands,^  fo  that 
this  manor,  among  his  other  eftates,  became  forfeited 
to  the  crown,  at  which  time  there  appears  to  have  been 
a park  here,  though  as  I find  no  mention  of  one  after 
this,  it  is  likely  it  was  difparked  foon  afterwards. 

This  manor  feems  to  have  remained  in  the  hands  of 
the  crown  till  that  king,  in  his  3 1 ft  year,  granted  it  to 
Sir  Henry  Ifley,  and  his  heirs,  by  the  name  of  the  ma- 
nor, ville,  and  park  of  Brafted,  to  hold  capi/e  by  the 
fervice  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a knights  fee,  and  the 
yearly  rent  of  5I.  2s.  3d.  per  annum,  in  exchange  for 
the  manors  of  Bradborne  and  Tymberdenj®  which  ex- 
change was  confirmed  by  the  king’s  letters  patent,  un- 
der his  great  feal  the  year  after. 

■ By  the  a(ft  of  the  2d  and  3d  year  of  Edward  VI.  the 
the  lands  of  Sir  Henry  Ifley  were  difgaveJled,  but  be- 
ing concerned  in  the  rebellion,  raifed  by  Sir  Thomas 
Wyatt,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mary,  he  was  attainted 
and  executed  at  Sevenoke,  and  his  eftates  were  confif- 
cated  to  the  crown  ; after  which  the  queen,  by  her  let- 
ters patent,  anno  ift  and  2d  Philip  and  Mary,  for  the 
confideration  therein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  by  William 
Tfley,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Henry,  granted  and  reftored 
unto  him  and  his  heirs,  the  manor  of  Brafted,  and  the 
rents  of  aflize  there,  and  all  other  lands,  tenements,  &c. 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.i.  p.  171.  See  a further  account  of  the  Staf- 
fords, under  Tunbridge. 

^ Aug.  Off.  Box  E.  18.  and  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  4- 
following  account  of  this  manfiqn  is  taken  moftly  from  the  late 
lord  pacre’s  papers. 
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which  had  come  into  her  hands,  by  reafon  of  the 
attainder,  in  as  ample  a manner  as  Sir  Henry  held 
them,  paying  to  the  queen  yearly,  at  her  manor  of 
Otford,  I02S.  3d.  for  this  manor which  Wm.  Ifley 
remained  poflefled  of  till  the  i8th  year  of  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  when  becoming  greatly  indebted 
to  the  crown,  in  3644I.  and  upwards,  and  others,  an 
ad  of  parliament  paffed  for  felling  fo  much  of  his  lands 
as  would  pay  his  debts,  and  by  it  the  lord  treafurer 
and  others  were  appointed  commifTioners  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  who  next  year  conveyed  the  manor  of  Brailed, 
and  all  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  it,  to  Sampfon 
and  Samuel  Lennard,  againft  whom,  notwithftanding 
the  above  ad  of  parliament,  the  attorney-general,  in 
the  21ft  year  of  that  reign,  brought  an  information  in 
the  court  of  exchequer  for  feizing  this  manor,  with  the 
lands  belonging  to  it,  in  Brafted,  into  the  queen’s  hands, 
under  pretence  of  their  having  purchafed  them  with- 
out licence  firft  had  from  the  crown,  they  being  held 
at  that  time  of  the  queen  in  capite ; to  which  the  Leo- 
nards pleaded  the  ftatute  of  the  1 8th  queen  Elizabeth, 
before  mentioned,  which  they  alledged  was  fufficient  in 
law  for  the  lord  treafurer  and  others  to  fell  the  fame, 
without  any  other  or  further  licence  obtained  of  her, 
and  they  had  judgment  againft  the  crown  on  this  plea. 

In  the  2 2d  year  of  that  reign,  Samuel  Lennard  re- 
leafed all  his  right  in  this  manor  and  premifes,  to 
Sampfon  Lennard,  who  married  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Thomas,  and  filter  and  heir  of  Gregory  Fynes,  lord 
Dacre  of  the  South  f who,  on  her  brother’s  death. 
Sept.  25,  anno  36  queen  Elizabeth,  without  ifllie,  be- 
came entitled  to  the  barony  of  Dacre,  which  was  ad- 
judged to  her  in  the  2d  year  of  king  James  I.  in  as  full 
and  ample  a manner  as  any  of  her  anceftors  had  enjoyed 
the  lame ; and  her  defendants,  lords  Dacre  : this  ma- 

^ See  more  of  the  THeys,  under  Sundridge. 

. See  Chevening,  for  a f^ull  account  of  thefe  families. 

nor 
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nor  continued  in  like  manner  as  has  been  already  more 
fully  related  under  Chevening,  down  to  Thomas  Leo- 
nard created  by  king  Charles  II.  earl  of  Suflex,  againft 
whom  the  fame  claim  was  made  by  the  daughters  and 
heirs  of  his  youngeft  brother,  Henry,  deceafed,  to  this 
manor,  as  being  of  the  nature  of  Gavelkind,  but  the  , 
earl  of  Suflex  proved,  that  the  manor  and  lands  m 
Brafted  were  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  Sir  Heniy  Ifley, 
at  the  time  of  the  difgavelling  ad  of  the  2d  and  3d  of 
kincy  Edward  VI.  and  confequently  entirely  free  from 
the'euftom  of  gavelkind  from  that  time,  in  a trial 
held  at  the  Queen-bench  bar,  in  Michaelmas  term, 
anno  1709,  on  Ml  evidence,  this  eftate  to  have  been 
difgavelled  by  the  above  a£t,  and  had  thereupon  a ful 

verdi6t  in  his  favour.  ^ ^ ^ i 

Thomas  carl  of  Suflex  died  pofleflTed  of  this  manor 

and  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  in 
daughters,  Barbara  and  Anne,  his  coheirs,  the  form 
of  whom  married  Charles  Skelton,  lieutenant  general 
in  the  French  fervice,  and  the  latter  i^rried  Richard 
Barrett  Lennard,  efq.  of  Belhoufe.  They  in  lyQj. 
ioined  in  the  fale  of  Brafted  manor,  with  the  reft  of 
iheir  eftates  in  this  parifli,  to  major  general  James  Stan- 
hope, who  that  year,  being  then  mmifter  of  ftate,  was 
created  vifeount  and  baron  Stanhope,  and  next  year, 
earl  Stanhope.  He  died  poflefled  of  this  manor,  in 
r;L,  and  his  grand  tfe  Right  Hon.  Charles  earl 

farm 

“^BRA^TEi’^-'ptACE  is  an  eliate  here,^  n Tc”"" 
accounted  a manor,  and 
place,  from  the  refidence  of  that  family  at  1^  as 
Lfore  that  called  Stocket’s,  for  the  like  reafon. 

Waker  de  Stocket,  fometimes  written  m records 
and  old  deeds  Stoks,  held  this  eftate  of  the  earl  of 

- Coll.  Peer,  laft  edit.  vol.  v.  « feq.  See  more  of  this 
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Gloucefter  as  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  whofe  family  bore  for  their 
arms,  Per  pale  gules  and  azure.,  a lion  rampant  argent, 
pellettee} 

Simon  Stocket  poflefTed  this  eftate  in  the  next  reign 
of  king  Edward  II.  and  built  a chancel  in  the  church 
of  Brafted,  as  appears  by  a deed  of  that  time. 

His  daughter  Lora  carried  this  eftate  in  marriage 
to  Richard  Boare,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules,  a 
boar  pajfant  argent,  and  was  fucceeded  here  by  his  fon 
John,  as  he  again  was  by  Nicholas  Boare,  his  fon,  who 
leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Joane,  fhe  carried 
this  houfe  and  eftate,  called  Stocket’s,  together  with 
the  chancel  above  mentioned,  and  certain  land,  called 
Boare’s,  to  Thomas  Crow  the  younger,  fon  of  Thomas 
Crow,  of  an  antient  family  of  Suffolk,  who  had  before 
purchafed  lands  in  Brafted,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV. 

From  this  family,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Gules,  a 
chevron  or,  between  three  cocks  argent,”"  which  coat  was 
afterwards  allowed  to  Giles  Crow,  of  Brafted,  by  Ro- 
bert Cooke,  clarencieux,  anno  1586,  it  acquired  the 
name  of  Crow-place,  and  continued  in  the  defendants 
of  it  till  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 
when  Mr.  William  Crow  alienated  it  to  Robert  Heath, 
efq.  afterwards  Sir  Robert  Heath,  then  of  Mitcham, 
in  Surry,  and  fuccefiively  chief  juftice  of  the  common- 
pleas  and  King’s-bench,  who  was,  though  born  in  the 
adjoining  parifh  of  Eatonbridge,  defended  out  of  Sur- 
ry from  JohnFIeath,  who  was  of  Limpsfield,  in  that 
county.  Sir  Robert  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  a crofs 
engrailed,  between  tzvelve  billets  gules,  being  his  pater- 
nal coat.  In  one  of  the  fouth  windows  of  the  Inner 
Temple  hall,  his  arms,  as  chief  juftice  of  the  common- 
pleas,  depidled  anno  1631,  area  field  of  four  coats  j 
ift,  Heath  j 2d,  on  a bend,  between  tzvo  cotizes  inden- 

Philipott,  p.  65,  66 ; Book  of  Knights  Fees,  in  the  Excheq. 

Peacham’sComp.  Gent.  p.  239. 
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tedy  three  mullets  \ 3d  as  the  2d;  4th  as  the  ift;  over 
all  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence,  ermine,  a fefs  between  three 
foxes  heads  erafed." 

He  was  a great  fuffcrer  for  his  loyalty  to  Charles  I. 
for  which,  being  obliged  to  fly  in  foreign  parts,  he  died 
at  Calais  in  1 649,  and  his  body  was  brought  over  and 
buried  in  this  church,  where  there  is  a ftately  monu- 
ment erefted  for  him  and  his  wife.  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  John  Miller,  gent,  by  Mary,  daughter 
of  Henry  Crow,  gent,  by  whom  he  had  feveral-fons 
and  daughters  who  furvived  him.  After  his  death 
this  eftate  continued  fequeftred  by  the  powers  then  in 
being  till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  I!,  when  Ed- 
ward Heath,  efq.  his  eldeft  fon,  took  pofTeflaon  of  it, 
in  whofe  family  it  continued  till  Sir  John  Heath,  leav- 
ing by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Mennes,  knight 
of  the  Bath,  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret, 
Ihe  carried  it  in  marriage  to  George  Verney  lord 
Willoughby,  D.  D.  afterwards  dean  of  Windfor,  who 
was  defcended  of  the  family  of  Verney,  feated,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  at  Compton  Murdock,  in 
Warwicklhire,  where  Richard  de  Verney,  the  poflTeflbr 
of  it,  then  built  a noble  manor  houfe,  the  prefent  feat 
of  the  family;®  who  bear  for  their  arms,  Three  crojjes 
recercele  or,  a chief  vaire  ermine  and  ermines. 

His  defcendant,  Sir  Richard  Verney,  flourifhed  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  and  king  James  I.  He 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Fulk  Grevile,  by 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Edward 
Willoughby,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  Robert  lord  Willoughby, 
of  Broke,  and  at  length  heir  to  her  brother,  Fulk  Gre- 
vile lord  Broke  of  Beauchamp’s-court,  in  Warwick- 
fhire,  and  dying  in  1630,  was  buried  with  his  wife,  at 
Compton  above  mentioned,  which  from  this  family 
acquired  the  name  of  Compton  Verney.  His  younger 

" Vlfitation  Co.  Kent,  i6ig.  Guillim,  p.  293. 

° Coll.  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p.  549,  etfeq.  Dugd.  VVarw.  p.  435. 
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foD,  Richard,  of  Belfton,  i"  wffiam"1bn 

it  at  length  on  the  death  of  h.s  nephew,  Wilham,  Ion 

of  his  eldelt  brother.  Sir  Grevile,  without  iffue. 

After  which  he  rcfided  at  Compton,  and  was  knighted 

in  i6«5.  In  the  firft  parliament  of  king  W^iam  and 

queen  Mary  he  was  chofen  in  parliament  for  Warwick- 
mire  and  4in<J  a defeendant,  through  the  female  heir 
S'  Grevile,  from  Robert  lord  Willoughby  of  Broke 

as  has  been  already  mentioned,  he 

that  title  in  parliament,  in  1695,  anno  h William  III. 

which  being  allowed,  he  had  fummons  to  parliament 

accordingly;  and  took  his  feat  in  the  houfe  oflords, 
according  as  the  antient  barons  of  Broke  were  placed 
there,  who  were  originally  fummoned  Aug.  la,  i49^i 
anno  7 king  Henry  VII.  and  dying  in  1711,  was  bu- 
ried at  Compton  Verney.  u n.  r 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  fecond,  but  eldeft  lur- 
ving  fon,  George,  D.  D.  afterwards  dean  of  Wmdfor, 
and  lord  Willoughby  de  Broke,  who  married  Marga- 
ret, daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  John  Heath,  and  m her 
right,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  became  polleffed 
of  this  feat  in  Brafted ; which  his  great  grandfon,  John 
Peyto  Verney,  now  lord  Willoughby  de  Broke  (who, 
in  1761,  married  lady  Louifa  North,  daughter  of 
Francis  earl  of  Guildford,  by  whom 
children)  alienated  fome  years  ago  to  the  Right  Hon. 
lord  Frederick  Campbell,  as  he  did  not  long  afterwards 
to  John  Turton,efq.  M.  D.  who  is  the  prefent  owner  ot  it. 

Delaware  is  a feat  of  great  antiquity,  fituated  in 
the  fouthernmoft  part  of  this  parifh.  It  was  the  reli- 
dence  of  gentlemen  of  this  name  as  early  as  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  II.p  of  whom  Robert  Delaware  was  the 
laft,  who,  about  the  latter  end  of  king  Edward  III.  s 
reign,  died  without  male  iffue,  fo  that  Dionyfia,  his 
daughter,  became  his  heir,  who  carried  this  feat  and 

p Philipott,  p.  137,  by  old  evidences  then  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 

eftate 
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eftate  in  marriage  to  William  Paulin,  of  Paulin’s,  in 
this  parifti  j in  whofe  defcendants  it  continued  till  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  when  William  Paulin,  ha- 
ving an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Elenora,  married  to 
John  Seyliard  of  Seyliard,  in  Hever,  fhe  entitled  him 
to  the  pofleflion  of  both  thefe  feats.  His  defcendant, 
of  the  fame  name,  refided  at  Delaware,  and  was  crea- 
ted a baronet  in  i66i,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Azure^ 
a chief  ermine^  which  was  the  antient  paternal  coat  of 
this  family  and  among  the  Harleian  manufcripts  in 
the  Britilh  m'ufeum,  is  the  pedigree  of  Seyliard,  of  De 
la  Ware,  fet  forth,  anno  1578,  and  continued  to  1630. 
From  him  this  feat  defcended  to  Sir  Thomas  Seyliard, 
bart.  who  about  the  year  1700,  alienated  it  to  Henry 
Streatfield,  of  Chidingftone,  efq.’  whole  great  grand- 
fon,  Henry  Streatfield,  efq,  of  Highftreet-houfe,  in 
Chidingftone,  is  at  this  time  intitled  to  this  eftate. 

CHARITIES. 

William  Crow,  efq.  gave  by  will,  in  1618,  to  the  parlfli  an 
alms-houfe,  which  was  exchanged  for  the  prefent  workhoufe, 
now  veiled  in  the  parilh. 

Elizabeth  Smith,  alias  Crane,  gave  by  will,  in  1638,  a 
houfe,  veiled  in  the  parilli,  of  the  annual  prod»ice  of  5I.  13s.  4d. 

William  Newman,  gent,  gave  by  will,  in  1736,  land,  for 
cloathing  the  poor,  veiled  in  the  minillers  and  churchwardens, 
of  the  annual  produce  of  12I.  8s. 

Brasted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dtocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a pe- 
culiar of  the  archbilhop,  is  as  fuch  within  the  deanry 
of  Shoreham.  The  church,  which  is  lituated  in  the 
ville  of  this  parilh,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Martin.  It 
confifts  of  three  illes  and  two  chancels. 

Amonff  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it,  are  the  follow- 
I ing : In  die  nordi  and  middle  ijles,  memorials  for  the  Kidders.  In 
die  great  chancel,  memorials  for  the  Bulls  and  Newmans;  on  the 
I north  fide  of  the  altar,  a monument  for  Margaret,  wife  of  Tho. 
Seyliard,  daughter  and  heir  of  Francis  Rogers,  efq.  of  Otford, 

q Guill.  204.  Harl.  MSS.  No.  Sio-uo.  r Harris’s  Hift.  Kent,  p.  iii. 

who 
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who  left  fix  children,  obt.  1615;  above,  the  arms  of  Seyliard, 
Azure,  a chief  ermine  in  a lozenge,  with  a number  of  quarterings ; 
beneath  the  above  is  a beautiful  altar  tomb  for  Dorothy,  daughter 
of  William  Crowmer,  efq.  of  Tunftall,  firft  married  to  William 
Seyliard,  of  Brafted,  by  whom  file  left  four  fons  and  two  daugh- 
ters; 2dly,  to  Michael  Beresford,  efq.  of  Wefterham,  by  whom 
file  left  one  foil  and  two  daughters,  ob.  1613.  In  the  eaft  win- 
dow is  a fiiield,  with  the  arms  of  Chrift  church,  Canterbury, 
impaling  Parker,  In  the  north  chancel^  a memorial  for  Margaret, 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  John  and  Abigail  Verney,  ob.  1 733,  a?t.  17; 
and  for  George,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Hon.  George  and  Margaret  Ver- 
iiey,  1698,  ast.  7.  A mural  monument  for  Margaret  Mennes, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Matthew  Mennes,  K.  B.  and  the  lady 
Margaret  Stuart,  married,  fecondly,  to  Sir  John  Heath ; file  left 
Margaret,  her  only  daughter,  ob.  1676.  On  the  north  fide,  a 
{lately  monument,  on  which  is  the  figure  of  a judge,  in  his  robes 
and  cap,  and  on  his  right  fide  his  lady,  refting  on  cufliions, 
erefted  for  Sir  Robert  Heath,  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  obt. 
1649;  Margaret  his  wife,  ob.  1647;  beneath  an  infcription, 
fhewing  that  he  was  the  fon  and  heir  of  Robert  Heath,  efq.  by 
Anne,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Nicholas  Pofier,  gent,  by  whom  he 
left  fix  fons  and  one  daughter ; arms  at  top,  Heath  argent  bil- 
lettee  gules,  a crofs  ingrailed  of  the  fecond,  with  quarterings, 
which  fiiield  is  likewife  in  coloured  glafs  in  a window  over  the 
monument.  In  the  middle  of  the  great  chancel  is  a very  antient 
grave  ftone,  on  which  was  an  infcription  in  brafs  capitals  of  the 
13th  century,  round  the  verge,  now  picked  out,  and  illegible. 

The  church,  is  a reiftory  of  the  antient  patronage 
of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  the  archbilhop  being  the 
prefent  patron  of  it.  By  an  antient  valuation,  taken 
in  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was 
valued  at  forty  marcs.* 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  taken  by  order  of  the  ftate,  in 
1650,  it  was  returned,  that  Brafted  was  a parfonage, 
containing  a houfe,  fifty  acres  of  glebe  land,  and  fe- 
venty-eight  acres  of  woodland,  worth  together  thirty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  the  tithes  of  th6  faid  par- 
fonage ninety  pounds  per  annum  3 that  it  formerly 
was  in  the  gift  of  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  and 
that  Mr.  John  Watte  was  then  incumbent,  put  in 
by  the  parliament.' 

[ Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  ‘ Par.  Surv.  Lam.  lib.  vol.  xix. 
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This  church  is  valued  iu  the  king's  books, 'It 
221.  6s.  8d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  4s.  8d. 

Ml  t‘^ken  concerning  the 

t,Iebe  of  this  redory,  which  had  been  withheld  by 
the  pariOiioners,  and  a decree  on  it  was  c^iven  bv 
archbifliop  Iflip,  in  1352.“  ^ ^ 


CHURCH  OF  BRASTED. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  /trefoited. 
Archbijhop  of  Canterbury 
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* Reg.  Klip.  Lambeth  librarv. 

He  lies  buried  in  the  chaiitelof 
this  churchy 

* He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Wrotham 
•nd  reftor  of  Chidingrtone, 

/A  man  of  great  parts  and  pro- 
found learning, cfpecially  in  the  Greek 
tongue.  He  was  fcqueltred  from  this 
reftory,  worth  200I.  per  annum,  in  the 
time  of  the  troubles  j after  the  Rello- 
ration  he  was  made  dean  of  Downe, 
Md  afterwards,  in  1664,  bilhop  of 
^tllala,  as  a reward  for  his  fufferings 
loyalty.  Walk.  Suflf.  of  the  Cler- 
Ey>  p.  202. 

* He  was  a bigotted  enthufiaft.  See 
«uch  of  him  in  Wood’s  Ath.  val.  iL 
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Edmund  de  Me^tbam,  S.  T.  P." 
Andrew  Pearjon,  B.  D.  about 
1 560.' 

Thomas  Bailey^  about  1634.’' 
John  Snltmarjh^  1646.* 

John  Wattejn  1650.“ 

Finder^  S.  T.  P. 

Robert  Barker,  S.  T.  P. 

Michael  Bull,  AM.  in  1723,0b. 

Aug.  27,  1763.'’ 

George  Seeker,  S.  T.  P.  i 763,  ob. 
1768.' 

Jasnes  Parker,  A.  M.  i 768,  ob. 
July  1772. 

M'  dliam  Ti/e,  S.T.  P.  inclutfted 
Jan.  5,  1773,  refigned  1777.'' 
Thomas  Franklin,  S.  'P.  P.  1 77 7, 
ob.  Mar.  22,  1784.'-'  ’ 

Wm.  Skinner,  obt.  Mar.  1795. 
George  More,  A.M.  collated  June, 
1795.  Prefent  redor.'^ 

p.  287.  He  was  put  into  polTeinon  of 
this  reflory  by  the  parliament, 
o Put  in  likewife  by  the  parliament. 

•»  He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
e He  was  nephew  to  abp.  Seckfr, 
and  was  likewife  canon  refidentiary  of 
St.  Paul’s,  and  rector  of  Allhallows, 
Thames-flrect.  He  had  been  before 
prebendary  of  Canterbury. 

d He  is  a pn  bendary  of  Litchfield, 
and  refigned  this  reftory  on  being  pre- 
fented  to  that  of  Lambeth,  m Surry.  ' 

' Formerly  Greek  profelTor  in  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge,  and  vicar  of 
Ware,  in  Hertfordihire. 

f Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and 
fon  of  archbifliop  Moore. 
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westerhAm  and  eatonbridge 

LIES  the  next  fouth-weftward  from  thatofCodf- 
heath.  It  is  defcribed  in  the  furvey  of  Domelday 
by  the  name  of  the  Hundred  of  OJlreham.,  as  it  was  in 
king  Edward  III.’s  reign  by  that  of  the  Hundred  of 
Wejlerham ; foon  after  which  the  name  of  the  lower 
half  hundred  of  it,  called  Eatonbridge,  was  added  to 
it ; by  both  which  names  it  has  been  called  ever  fince. 

IT  CONTAINS  THE  PARISHES  OF 

1.  Westerham,  and  I|  2.  Eatonbridge. 

And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes : 

And  alfo  part  of  the  parifiies  of  Brafted  and  Cowden,  the 
churches  of  which  are  in  another  diftrift. 

WESTERHAM, 

usually  called,  and  freciuently  written, 

WESTRAM, 

IS  the  next  parifh  weftward  from  Brafted,  being 
called  in  Domefday,  Oijireham^  and  in  the  Textus 
Roffenfis,  W ejierham  ; taking  its  name  from  its  litua- 
tion  at  the  wejiern  extremity  of  this  county. 

Westerham  is  a parifh  of  large  extent,  and  like 
thofe  before  defcribed  in  a ftmilar  fituation  is  much 
longer  than  it  is  in  breadth.  It  extends  to  the  fum- 
mit  of  the  range  of  chalk  hills  northward,  where  it 
bounds  to  Cowden,  and  fouthward,  beyond  the 
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.fand  hill,  into  the  Weald.  In  the  whole  it  is  about 
five  miles  and  a half  from  north  to  fouth,  and  on  an 
average,  in  breadth,  about  two  miles  and  a half, 
bounding  weftward  to  Surry.  The  foil  is  much  the 
fame  as  the  laft  deferibed  parifhes,  adjoining  to  the 
double  range  of  hills.  The  high  road  from  Maklflone 
and  Sevenoke,  acrofs  this  parifli,  midway  between 
thefe  hills,  towards  Surry  ; on  it  is  fituated  the  town 
of  Wefterham,  a very  healthy  and  pleafant  fitua- 
tion,  at  the  weft  end  of  which  is  a feat,  which  has 
for  many  years  belonged  to  the  family  of  Price,  and 
continues  fo  now  ; and  at  the  eaft  end  is  the  church 
and  parfonage ; befides  which  there  are  many  genteel 
houfes  difperfed  in  it.  The  high  road  from  Bromley 
by  Leaves-green  joins  the  Sevenoke  road,  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  town,  near  the  fouth  fide  of  which  is  the 
manfion  of  Squeries.  The  river  Darent  takes  its 
rife  in  this  parifli,  at  a fmall  diftance  fouthward  from 
Squeries,  and  having  fupplied  the  grounds  of  it,  runs 
along  near  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  and  having 
turned  a mill,  it  takes  its  courfe  north  eaft,  and  in 
about  half  a mile,  pafles  by  Hill-park  towards  Bra- 
ftedj  northward  from  hence  the  land  rifes  about  a 
mile  and  a half  to  the  foot  of  the  chalk  hills,  near 
which,  clofe  to  the  boundaries  of  Surry,  is  Gafum. 
From  the  town  fouthward,  to  the  fummitof  the  fand 
hill,  is  about  two  miles,  over  a very  hilly  unfertile 
foil,  interfperfed  with  commons,  wafte  rough  grounds, 
and  woods,  among  which,  bounding  to  Surry,  is 
Kent-hatch,  taking  its  name  from  its  fituation;  and 
on  the  fummit  of  the  hill  the  hamlet  of  Well-ftreet, 
and  a feat  called  Mariners,  belonging  to  Mr.  Stafford 
Whitaker ; from  whence,  down  the  hill,  this  parifli 
extends  two  miles  further  fouthward  into  the  Weald, 
where,  near  the  boundaries  - of  it,  is  the  eftate  of 
Broxham  ; the  foil  over  which  is  a ftiff  clay  and  deep 
tillage  land.  The  abbot  of  Weftminfter,  in  the  2’5th 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  obtained  the  grant  of  a 

market, 
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market,  to  be  held  weekly  here  on  a Wednefday, 
which  is  dill  continued,  and  is  plentifully  lupplied 
with  all  forts  of  provifions ; and  a fair  yearly,  on  the 
vigil,  the  day,  and  the  day  after  the  birth  of  the  Blef- 
fed  Virgin  Mary,  being  Sept.  8 which  is  now,  by 
alteration  of  the  dyle,  held  on  the  19th  and  the  fol-r 
lowing  days,  for  bullocks,  horfes,  and  toys. 

In  the  year  1596,  the  following  adonilhing  fcene 
happened  in  this  parifh,  in  two  clofes,  feparated  from 
each  other  only  by  a hedge,  about  a mile  and  a half 
fouthward  from  the  town,  not  far  from  the  ead  fide 
of  the  common  highway,  called  Ockham-hill,  lead-  1 
ing  from  London  towards  Buckhurd,  inSuflex ; where  1 
part  of  them  funk,  in  three  mornings,  eighty  feet  at  i 
the  lead,  and  fo  from  day  to  day.  This  great  trench  1 
of  ground,  containing  in  length  eighty  perches,  and  j 
in  breadth  twenty -eight,  began,  with  the  hedges  and  j 
trees  thereon,  to  ioofe  itfelf  from  the  red  of  the  i 
ground  lying  round  about  it,  and  to  dide  and  dioot  J 
all  together  fouthward,  day  and  night,  for  the  fpace  | 
ot  eleven  days.  The  ground  of  two  water  pits,  the  | 
one  having  fix  feet  depth  of  water,  and  the  other  |l 
twelve  feet  at  the  lead,  having  feveral  tufts  of  alders  j 
and  afhes  growing  in  their  bottoms,  with  a great  I 
rock  of  done  underneath,  were  not  only  removed  out  I 
of  their  places,  and  carried  fouthward,  but  mounted  I 
aloft,  and  became  hills,  with  their  fedge,  flags,  and  I 
black  mud  upon  the  tops  of  them,  higher  than  the 
face  of  the  water  which  they  had  forfaken  j and  in  the  i 
place  from  which  they  had  been  removed,  other 
ground,  which  lay  higher,  had  defeended,  and  re- 
ceived the  water  on  it.  In  one  place  of  the  plain  field  ! 
there  was  a great  hole  made,  by  the  finking  of  the 
earth,  thirty  feet  deep  j a hedge,  with  its  trees,  w’as 
carried  fouthward;  and  there  were  feveral  other  link- 
ings of  the  earth,  in  different  places,  by  which  means, 

* Pat.  2^  Edw.  III.  No.  32.  Philipott,  p.  359. 
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where  the  higheft  hills  had  been,  there  were  the  deeped 
dales;  and  where  the  lowed  dales  were  before,  there 
was  the  highed  ground. 

The  w'hole  meafure  of  the  breaking  ground  was  at 
lead  nine  acres ; the  eye  witneffes  to  the  truth  of 
which  were,  Robert  Bodock,  efq.  judice  of  the  peace; 
Sir  John  Studley,  vicar ; John  Dowding,  gent,  and 
many  others  of  the  neighbourhood. 

In  the  fpring  of  1756,  at  Toy’s-hill,  about  a mile 
and  a half  eadward  from  the  above,  a like  circum- 
dance  was  obferved,  in  a field  of  two  acres  and  an 
half,  the  fituation  of  which  was  on  the  fide  of  a hill, 
inclining  towards  the  fouth ; the  land  of  which  kept 
moving  imperceptibly  till  the  effedt  appeared,  for  fome 
time,  by  which  means  the  northern  fide  was  funk  two 
or  three  feet,  and  became  full  of  clefts  and  chafms, 
fome  only  a foot  deep,  others  as  large  as  ponds,  fix 
or  eight  feet  deep,  and  ten  or  twelve  feet  fquare,  and 
mod  of  them  filled  with  water.  Part  of  a hedge 
moved  about  three  rods  fouthward,  and  though 
draight  before,  then  formed  an  angle  with  its  two 
ends.  Another  hedge  feparated  to  the  didance  of 
eight  feet,  the  fouthern  part,  which  was  on  a level 
before  with  the  red  of  the  field,  after  this,  overhung  it 
like  a precipice,  about  the  height  of  twelve  feet;  and 
the  land  on  each  fide,  which  had  not  moved,  was  co- 
vered with  the  red,  which  folded  over  it,  to  the 
height  of  fix  or  feven  feet. 

Dr*  Benjamin  Hoadly,  late  bifhop  of  Wincheder, 
was  born  in  this  parifli,  in  the  year  1676. 

•General  James  Wolfe  was  likewife  born  here,  on 
Jan.  2,  1727.  He  died  in  America,  Sept.  13,  1759, 
the  conqueror  of  Quebec,  and  an  honour  to  his  pro- 
feflion  and  his  country. 

This  place,  in  the  reign  of  William  the  Con- 
queror, was  in  the  pofl'efifion  of  Eudace,  earl  of  Bo- 
logne,  and  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered  in  the  ge- 
neral furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  in  that  reign,  under 
the  title  of  Terra  Comiih  Eujlaehii, 

voL.  III.  M Earl 
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Earl  Eujiace  holds  of  the  king  Oifireham.  Earl  God- 
win held  it  of  king  Edward  ( the  Confejjbr ) and  it  was 
then.,  and  is  now  taxed  at  four  fulings.  'The  arable  land 

is In  demefne  there  are  two  carucates,  and  42 

villeins,  with  7 borderers,  having  30  carucates.  There 
are  ten  fervants  and  one  mill  of  five  fhillings,  and  16 
acres  of  meadow,  and  wood  fufficient  for  the  pannage  of 
100  hogs. — In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefor  it 
was  worth  30  pounds,  when  he  received  it  24  pounds, 
and  now  40  pounds. 

This  place  came  afterwards  into  the  pofleflion  of 
the  family  of  Camvill,  called  in  Latin,  De  Cana  Villa, 
the  anceftor  of  which  came  into  England  with  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  and  bore  for  their  arms.  Azure, 
three  lions  pajj'ant  argent,  which  coat  ftill  remains  car- 
ved on  the  roof  of  the  cloifters  of  Chrift  church,  in 
Canterbury. 

It  appears  by  the  fecond  fcutage,  levied  in  the  reign 
of  king  John,  in  the  2d  and  3d  years  of  that  reign, 
that  Thomas  de  Camvill  then  held  this  place  of  the 
honour  of  Bologne,  as  did  his  defcendant,  John  de 
Camvill,  in  king  Henry  III.’s  reign. 

Roger  de  Camvill,  fon  of  Walter,  a younger  fon 
of  Richard  de  Camvill,  founder  of  Cumbe  abbey,  held 
it  in  the  fame  reign.  He  left  iflue  an  only  daughter, 
Matilda,  who  married  Nigell  de  Moubray,  but  died 
without  iffue,  foon  after  which  it  came  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  Edward  I. 
by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  20th  year,  granted  the 
manors  of  Weftram  and  Edulnebrugg,  now  Eaton- 
bridge,  the  manor  paramount  of  which  parilh  has 
long  been  efteemed  only  as  an  appendage  to  this  of 
Wefterham,  with  their  appurtenances,  together  with 
other  eftates,  to  Walter,  abbot  of  Weflminfter,  and 
his  fucceflbrs,  for  the  performance  of  certain  religious 
duties,  for  the  repofe  of  the  foul  of  his  queen  Alianor, 
in  the  abbey  there,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  king 
granted  feveral  liberties  and  free  warren  in  all  the  de- 
mefne 
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mefne  lands  of  the  manors,  hamlets,  and  members  of 
them,  and  the  next  year  the  abbot  brought  in  his 
plea  for  thefe  liberties'’  within  the  hundred  of  Wef-  , 
terham,  and  had  them  allowed  to  himd 

In  the  27th  year  of  that  reign,  the  king  granted  a 
confirmation  of  thefe  manors  to  the  abbot  and  con- 
vent, with  feveral  more  liberties  within  them/ 

In  the  I ft  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  the 
abbot  of  Weftminfter  again  brought  his  plea  for  cer^ 
tain  liberties  in  Wefterham,  Edelinebrigge,  &c.  which 
were  allowed  him. 

In  the  9th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the  abbot  had 
a frefb  confirmation  of  thefe  manors  from  the  king, 
and  in  the  25  th  year  of  that  reign  he  had  a grant  for 
a market  and  fair  at  Wefterham. 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the  abbot  of 
Weftminfter  paid  refpedlive  aid  for  two  knights  fees-, 
which  he  held  in  Wefterham  and  Edelnefbregge  of 
Robert  de  Camvill,  and  he  of  the  king,  as  of  the 
honour  of  Bologne. 

King  Richard  II.  by  his  patent,  in  his  17th  yeat, 
confirmed  thefe  manors,  with  all  manner  of  liberties^ 
to  the  abbot  and  his  fucceflbrs,  with  whom  they  re- 
mained till  the  final  diflblution  of  that  abbey,  when 
they  were,  with  their  appurtenances,  by  an  inftrument 
under  the  common  feal  of  the  convent,  in  the  31ft 
year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  furrendered,  together  with 
the  reft  of  their  poffefiions,  into  the  king’s  hands; 
who,  by  his  letters  patent,  under  his  great  feal,  in  his 
3 2d  year,  for  certain  confiderations  therein  mentioned, 
granted,  among  other  premifes,  thefe  manors,  with 
all  their  members,  rights,  and  appurtenances,  lately 
belonging  to  the  above  monaftery,  to  Sir  Johh  Gr^- 

*>  Tremaine’s  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  p.  627.  Dugd.  Warwickfh. 
p.  701  f where  may  be  feen  the  conditions  and  ferviees  to  be 
performed,  at  large. 

‘ Quo  Warr.  Rot.  18.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  295. 

^ Patent  Rolls.  Tan.  Mon-  p.  295, 
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fham,  to  hold  in  capiie  by  the  fervice  of  the  20th 
part  of  a knight’s  the,  paying  yearly,  for  ever,  the 
rent  of  9I.  6s.  9d.  fterling  in  his  court  of  augmen- 
tation. 

The  family  of  Grefham  is  faid  to  have  been  fo 
named  from  the  village  of  Grefham,  in  Norfolk.  John 
Grefliam  of  Grefham,  gent,  lived  in  the  reigns  of 
king  Edward  III.  and  king  Richard  II.  His  fon, 
James  Grefliam,  was  of  Holt,  in  that  county,  and 
was  twice  married  j by  the  firfl  marriage  he  had  John, 
who  fucceeded  him  at  Holt  j and  William,  who  was 
of  Walfingham  Parva,  in  Norfolk.  John,  the  eldeft 
fon,  had  three  fons;  William,  who  fucceeded  him  at 
Holt ; Richard,  who  was  afterwards  knighted,  and 
lord  mayor  of  London  in  1537,  whofe  fecond  fon. 
Sir  Thomas  Grefham,  by  his  induflry  in  trade,  rofe 
to  great  credit  and  riches,  and  built  th6  Royal  Ex- 
change. And  Sir  John,  the  third  fon,  had  the  grant 
of  the  manors  of  Weflerham,  &c.  in  the  32d  year  of 
king  Henry  VlII.  as  above  mentioned.  They  bore 
for  their  arms.  Argent  a chevron  ermines  between  three 
mullets  pierced  fable. 

Sir  John  Grefliam  was  of  Titfey,  in  Surry,  fherifF 
of  London  in  1537,  and  lord  mayor  in  1547.  He 
died  in  1556,  having  been  a good  benefa^or  to  the 
poor,  as  well  in  London,  as  elfewhere,  and  was  mofl 
Jumptuoully  buried  in  the  church  of  St.  Michael  Baf- 
fifliaw,  in  London.*"  At  his  death  he  was  poflefled 
;of  the  manors  of  Weflerham  and  Eatonbridge-flan- 

* grave,  which  he  held  of  the  queen  in  capite  by  knights 

• fervice,  and  alfo  of  the  rectories  of  Weflerham  and 
Eatonbridge.  He  was  twice  married,  but  he  left 

.ilfue  only  by  his  firfl,  five  fons  and  fix  daughters.  Of 

* Vifit.  Co.  Norfolk,  anno  1563,  by  Harvy,  clar.  Kimber’s 
Pedigrees  among  the  Harl.  *MSS.  in  the  Bri> 
tiui  mufeuni,  Biog.  Brit.  yol.  iv.  p.  2372. 

_ Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  book  i.  p.  263  ; and  book  iii.  p.  67. 
kimb.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  75. 
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whom  William  was  his  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  and  John 
was  of  Fulham,  in  Middlefex,  and  was  anceftor  to 
thofe  of  Fulham,  Albury,  and  Haflemere,  in  Surry; 
as  to  the  reft  I find  no  mention  of  them. 

AVilliam  Grefliam,  efq.  lucceeded  his  father  in 
thefe  eftates,  and  was  of  Titfey,  in  Surry,  and  after- 
wards knighted he  died  at  Limpsfield,  in  Surry, 
in  the  2ift  year  of  queen  Elizabeth;  in  whofe  de- 
fcendants,  refidcnt  at  Titfey,  all  of  whom  had  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  this  eftate  continued  'down 
to  Mpniaduke  Grefham,  efq.  who  was  advanced  to 
the  dignity  of  a baronet  on  July  31,' 1660,  and  died 
poflefled  of  this  manor  of  Wefterham,  with  that  of 
Eatonbridge,  alias  Stangrave,  with  their  appurte- 
nances, being  greatly  advanced  in  years,  at  Grefham 
college,  in  1696,  and  was  buried  at  Titfey."  ' 

Sir  Charles  Grefham,  bart.  his  great  grandfon,  died 
pofTefTed  of  this  eftate  in  1718,  and  was  fucceeded  in 
it  by  his  eldeft  fon.  Sir  Marmaduke  Grefham,  bart. 
who,  about  the  year  1740,  fold  this  manor  to  John 
Warde,  efq.  of  Squeries,  in  this  parifh,  who  diedpof- 
fefied  of  it  in  1775,  and  his  eldeft  fon,  John  Warde, 
efq.  now  of  Squeries,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

There  is  both  a court  leet  and  a court  baron  held 
for  this  manor. 

Squeries  is  a manor  here,  which  gave  both  fur- 
name  and  feat  to  a family  who  refided  at  it,  as  ap- 
pears by  antient  evidences,  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  when  John  de  Squeries  was  pofTefTed 
of  it,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  J fquirrel  bronzing  on  a 
hazel  nut^  which  coat  was  formerly  painted  in  the 
windows  of  Wefterham  church. 

^ His  defeendant,  Thomas  Squerie,  pofTefTed  this 
eftate  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI. 
in  the  1 7th  year  of  which  he  died  pofTefTed  of  it  with- 

1 

! 

! " Coke’s  Entries,  p.  35.  Kimb.  Bar.  vol.ii.  p.  ;8. 

• Kimb.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  78.  MSS.  Le  Neve. 
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out  iffue  male,  leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs ; of 
whom  Margaret,  the  eldeft,  married  Sir  William 
Cromer  of  Tunftal,  in  this  county  ; and  Dorothy,  the 
youngeft,  married  Richard  Mervin  of  Fontels,  in 
Wiltfhire ; and  upon  the  divifion  of  their  Inheritance, 
this  eftate  was  allotted  to  Sir  William  Cromer,  whofe 
defendant,  William  Cromer,  efq.**  poffelied  it  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  by 
fome  means  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,’ 
and  that  king,  in  his  36th  year,  granted,  among  other 
premifes,  this  manor  of  Squeries,  a meffuage,  called 
Painters,  now  an  inn,  known  by  the  fign  of  the  King’s 
arms,  and  other  lands  in  Wefterham,  to  Thomas 
Cawarden,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice. 

His  defcendant,  about  the  middle  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth’s reign,  alienated  this  eftate  to  Michael  Beresford, 
efq.  defcended  of  a family  feated  in  Derby fhire  for 
many  generations,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  quarterly, 
firft  and  fourth,  Argent^  jemee  of  crofs  crojlets  filchee 
fable  y three  fetirs  de  Us  of  the  Iqf  within  a b or  dure 
gules  j fecond,  Argent^  a bear  falient  fable,  muzed 
and  collared,  the  cord  wreathed  over  the  back,  or, 
third.  Party  per  chevron  argent,  and  or,  three  pheons 
fable’,  he  left  by  Rofe,  daughter  of  John  Knevit,  efq. 
feveral  fons  and  daughters,  of  whom  Triftram,  the 
third  fon,  was  anceftor  of  the  prefent  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  and  the  others  of  this  family  in  Ireland. 
George,  the  eldeft  fon,  fucceeded  his  father  at  Squeries, 
and  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Ralph  Cam,  of 
London,  afterwards  remarried  to  Thomas  Petley,  of 
Filfton,  by  whom  he  had  leveral  fons  and  daughters  j 
of  whom  Michael  Beresford,  the  eldeft  Ion,  was  of 
Squeries,  whicn  he  alienated  to  George  Strood,  efq. 
afterwards  knighted,  who  pafled  away  this  leat,  with 
the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  to  Thomas  Lambert,  efq. 

P See  more  of  this  family,  under  Tunftal. 

’ Philipott,  p.  359.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  28. 
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the  parliamentary  general ; and  he  foon  afterwards 
conveyed  it  to  John  Leach,  efq/  whofe  fon,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Leach,  flieriff,  in  1667,  fold  it  in  1 681  to  Sir  Ni- 
cholas Crifp,  of  Hammerfmith,  who  had  been  created 
a baronet  in  1665,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Or,  on  a 
chevron  fable  five  horje-Jhoes  argent y nailed  of  the  fecondf 
and  his  fon.  Sir  John  Crifp,  bart.  about  the  year  1701, 
fold  it  to  William  Villiers,  earl  of  Jerfey,  whofe  fon, 
William,  earl  of  Jerfey,  pafled  it  away  by  lale  to  John 
Warde,  efq.  and  his  fon,  John  Warde,  efq.  died  pof- 
feffed  of  Squeries  in  1775.  He  left  by  the  daughter 
and  foie  heir  of  Charles  Hofleins,  efq.  of  Croydon,  in 
Surry,  who  was  his  fecond  wife,  his  firft  being  the  daugh- 
ter of  M r.  Gore,  two  fons,  J ohn  and  Charles,  the  eldeft  of 
whom  in  1781  married  Sufannah,  fitter  of  James,  vifcount 
Grimtton,  and  the  youngett  married  in  1784  the 
daughter  of  Arthur  Annefley,  efq.  of  Oxfordfhire,  and 
one  daughter,  who  in  1783  married  Sir  Nathaniel 
Duckenfield,  bart.  He  died  in  1751,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  in  this  feat  by  his  eldett  fon,  John  Warde,  efq. 
before-mentioned,  the  prefent  poffelTor  who  refides 
in  it. 

There  is  a court -baron  held  for  this  manor,  which 
pays  a fee  farm  to  the  crown  of  feventeen  Ihillingsper 
annum. 

Gasum  is  an  ettate  in  this  parifh,  lying  at  the  foot 
of  the  chalk-hill,  which  was  antiently  poffelTed  by  the 
family  of  Shelley  j one  of  whom,  T.  homas  Shelley,  in 
the  46th  year  of  king  Edward  Ill’s  reign,  fettled  it  by 
his  will  on  Thomas,  his  fon  ; whofe  defeendant,  about 
the  latter  end  of  king  Heniy  Vi’s  reign,  demifed  it  by 
fale  to  John  Potter,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Sable^  a 
fiefs  ermine  betzveen  three  cinqttefioils  argent y whole  de- 
feendant, in  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  IV.  pur- 
' chafed  another  ettate  at  Well-ttreet,  near  the  fummit 
of  the  lower  ridge  of  hills  in  the  more  fouthern  part  of 


^ Philipott,  p.  359, 


‘ Guillim.  part  ii.  p.  207. 
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this  parifh,  of  the  heirs  of  Cothull,  which  eftate  had 
formerly  had  proprietors  of  its  own  name  j one  of 
whom,  William  Ac-Well,  was  in  the  pofleffion  of  it 
in  the  35th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  appears  by  an 
ancient  court-roll  of  that  date. 

This  branch  of  the  family  of  Potter  was  defcended 
from  John  Potter,  who  held  lands  at  Dartford,  in  the 
1 2th  year  of  king  Edward  II.* 

After  the  purchafe  atWell-ftreet,  they  refided  there, 
and  continued  pofleflbrs  of  it  till  the  reign  of  king 
James  I.  when  Thomas  Potter,  efq.  of  Weil-ftreet, 
died  pofieffed  of  it,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir 
Dorothy,  married  to  Sir  John  Rivers,  bart.  of  Chaf- 
ford,  who  procured  an  a6t  of  parliament  in  the  21ft 
year  of  that  reign,  to  alter  the  tenure  and  cuftom  of 
his  lands,  thofe  of  Sir  George  Rivers,  and  thofe  of 
Thomas  Potter,  efq.  deceafed,  being  then  of  the  na- 
ture of  gavelkind^  and  to  make  them  defcendible  ac- 
cording to  the  courfe  of  the  common  law,  and  to  fettle 
the  inheritance  of  them,  upon  the  faid  Sir  John  Rivers 
and  his  heirs,  by  dame  Dorothy  before-mentioned,  his 
wife. 

Sir  John  Rivers  becoming  thus  poffefled  both  of 
Gayfum  and  Well  ftreet,  joined  fome  years  afterwards 
with  his  eldeft  fon  John  Rivers,  efq.  in  the  conveyance 
of  Well-ftreet  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  London,  fcri- 
vener;  who  about  the  year  1661  alienated  it  to  Ro- 
bert \\Titby,  whofe  fon,  Samuel  Whitby,  in  1664 
pafled  it  away  to  John  Bridger,  efq.  who  left  two  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs,  one  of  whom  married  with  Mr.  Francis 
Ellifon,  and  the  other  filler  dying  without  iffue,  he  in 
his  wife’s  right  became  intitled  to  it,  their  fon,  Mr. 
Thomas  Ellifon,  gent,  of  Wefterham,  afterwards  in- 
herited this  eftate,  and  died  poffelfed  of  it  fome  few 
years  ago,  and  his  devifee  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of 
this  eftate.  ' , 

I 

‘ Philipott,  p.  35g. 
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But  Gayfum  continued  in  the  defcendants  of  Sir  John 
Rivers,  till  the  reign  of  king  William,  when  it  was 
fold,  about  the  fame  time  that  Squeries  was,  to  William 
earl  of  Jerfey,  fince  which  it  has  had  the  fame  owners 
as  that  feat,  the  inheritance  of  it  being  at  this  time 
veiled  in  John  Warde,  efq.  of  Squeries. 

Broxham  is  a manor  fituated  below  the  fand  hills 
in  that  part ' of  this  pari Ih  within  the  Weald,  and  fo 
clofe  to  the  boundaries  of  it,  that  a part  of  it  is  within 
the  adjoining  parilh  of  Eatonbridge.  It  was  antiently 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  family  of  de  Infula,  or  Ifley. 

John  de  Infula,  or  Ifley,  was  lord  of  this  manor,  and 
obtained  a charter  of  free- warren  for  it,  in  the  nth 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  From  this  name  it  foon  af- 
terwards pafled  into  that  of  Afhway  ; Stephen  de  Alh- 
way  obtained  a licence  to  inclofe  a park  here,  in  the 
4 1 ft  year  of  king  Edward  III."  At  the  latter  end  of 
the  next  reign  of  Richard  II.  Sir  John  de  Clinton  was 
poflelTed  of  this  manor,  of  which  he  died  poflefled  in 
the  20th  year  of  that  reign. 

He  had  by  Idonea  his  wife,  one  of  the  fillers,  and 
at  length  coheirs,  of  William  de  Say,  two  fons,  Wil- 
liam and  Thomas.  The  former  of  whom  died  in  his 
life-time,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Deincourt,  a fon,  William;  who  on  his 
• grandfather’s  death  became  his  heir,  and  by  reafon  of 
the  defcent  of  Idonea,  his  grandmother,  bore  the  title 
of  lord  Clinton  and  Say,  by  which  he  received  fummons 
to  parliament  from  the  23d  of  king  Richard  II.  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  the  loth  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
He  left  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  lord  Botreaux, 
a fon  John,^  who  foon  after  his  father’s  death,  pafled 
away  this  manor  to  Thomas  Squerie,  of  Squeries-court 
in  this  parifh,  with  which  it  defcended,  in  the  fame 
' tradl  of  ownerlhip,  to  Michael  Beresford,  who  pofleffed 
it  about  the  middle  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  as  may 

' “ Philipott,  p.  359.  "■  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  532. 
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be  feen  more  fully  before,  in  the  account  ofSqueries- 
court.  His  grandfon,  Michael  Beresford,  efq.  of  Sque- 
ries,  alienated  Broxham  to  Mr.  Thomas  Petley,  of 
Filfton,  in  Shoreham,  in  whofe  family  it  defeended  in 
like  manner  as  their  feat  in  Riverhead  already  deferibed 
in  this  volume,  to  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Charles  Petley, 
efq.  in  whom  the  -pofieffion  of  it  continues  veiled  at 
this  time. 

There  is  a court-baron  now  held  for  this  manor. 

Hill-park,  is  a feat  in  this  parifli,  which  was  for- 
merly the  refidence  of  a family,  called  in  old  datelefs 
deeds,  De  Valoniis,  in  Englifh,  Valons,  by  which 
name  it  was  called  till  within  thefe  few  years;  after 
which  it  continued  for  many  defeents  in  the  family  of 
Cafinghurft,  one  of  whom,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
conveyed  it  to  Johniflip,  abbot  of  Weftminfter,  who 
gave  it  to  his  fervant,  Wm.  Middilton,  and  he  much 
improved  the  building  of  this  feat.  He  died  in  1557, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  together  with  Elizabeth 
and  Dorothy,  his  wives,  by  whom  he  had  fifteen  chil- 
dren. He  bore  for  his  arms,  ^arterly  gules  and  or^ 
in  the  firjl  quarter  a crofs  patonce  argent^  which  coat  was 
confirmed  by  patent  to  his  fon,  David  Middleton,  de- 
feended, as  is  there  faid,  from  thofe  of  Bletfoe  caftle, 
in  Northumberland,  by  William  Segar,  anno  8 king 
James  I.* 

In  his  family  it  continued  till  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  then  it  was  conveyed 
to  Jacob  Verzelini,  efq.  of  Downe,  in  this  county,  a 
Venetian  born,  and  he  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  5th 
of  king  James  1.  and  lies  buried  in  that  church.’'  By 
his  daughter  and  coheir  Elizabeth,  it  went  in  marriage 
to  Peter  Manning,  efq.  of  Trowmer,  in  the  parifh  of 
Downe;  one  of  whofe  defendants,  in  the  next  reign 
of  Charles  1.  pafled  it  away  to  Mr.  Ranulph  Manning 
of  London,  a branch  of  them,  who  bore  for  their  arms, 

' Guill.  p.  382.  Philipott,  p.  359.  ^ Sec  vol.  ii.  p.  58. 
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Jrgent^  a chevron  gules,  between  three  cinquefoils  of  the 
fecondy  in  whofe  family  it  remained  till  the  year  1718, 
when  it  was  alienated  to  colonel  Henry  Harrifon,  who 
about  the  year  1732,  pafled  it  away  to  Wm.  Turner, 
efq.  and  he,  in  1753,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  captain 
Peter  Dennis,  of  the  royal  navy,  who  about  the  year 
1766,  fold  it  to  William  M‘Gwire,  efq.  who  had  for- 
merly been  a governor  in  the  Eaft  Indies;  and  he 
again,  a few  years  afterwards,  alienated  it  to  Wills 
Hill,  earl  of  Hilfborough,  who  having  almofl  rebuilt 
this  feat,  and  greatly  improved  the  park  and  grounds 
about  it,  changed  its  former  name  of  Valons  to  that  of 
Hill-park.,  and  afterwards  refided  here  till  the  death 
of  his  lady,  in  1780;  foon  after  which  he  fold  it  to 
John  Cottin,  efq.  who  refided  here,  and  ferved  the  of- 
fice of  IherifF,  in  1787,  and  he  ftill  continues  the 
owner  of  it. 

The  college  of  St.  Peter,  at  Lingfield,  in  Surry,  was 
poflefledofa  houfe,  called  Painters,  in  Wefterham, 
with  other  lands  in  this  parifh,  which  were  furrendered 
into  the  king’s  hands  at  the  fuppreffion  of  it,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  were  afterwards  gran- 
ted, to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.  This  houfe 
has  been  for  many  years  an  inn,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  King’s  arms. 

King  Henry  VIIT.  in  his  31ft  year,  granted  to  Sir 
John  Grelham  the  manor  of  Loveftede,  in  Surry  and 
Kent,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.  One  of 
the  former  owners  of  this  manor,  John  Loveftede,  of 
Wefterham,  lies  buried  in  this  church,  where  his  in- 
feription  on  brafs  ftill  remains. 


CHARITIES. 


Edward  Colthurst,  by  deed  in  1572,  gave  for  decayed 
houfekeepers  lands  and  tenements  veiled  in  the  vicar  and  church- 


wardens. ......  r 

Alice  Plumley  gave  by  will  in  1584*  to  ten  poor  penons, 

to  be  paid  on  Chrillmas  and  Ealler  days,  land  veiled  in  the  fame, 

of  theannual  produft  of  il. 
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John  Bronger  gave  bywillin  161;,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor, 
theaainual  fum  of  3s.  4d.  vefteci  in  the  fame. 

Arthur  Willard  gave  by  will  in  1623,  fundry  cottages 
for  the  ufe  of  poor  widows  refident  in  the  parifli,  now  vefted  in 
the  fame. 

John  Trot  gave  by  will  in  1629,  for  a penny  loaf  to  fix 
poor  widows  each,  every  Friday,  land  veiled  in  the  fame,  of  the 
annual  produft  of  il.  6s. 

Gertrude  Style  gave  by  will  in  1635,  for  'twenty  houfe- 
keeperson  Good-Friday,  the  fum  of  20I.  veiled  in  the  fame,  and 
of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

William  Holmden  gave  by  will  in  1640,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
poor,  land  veiled  in  the  fame,  of  the  annual  produ£l  of  4I.  4s. 

Thomas  Hard y,  citizen  of  London,  gave  by  will  in  1747, 
for  the  repairing  his  wife’s  monument  in  this  church,  remainder 
for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  lool.  Itock  in  S.  S.  Annuities,  vefted  in 
the  fame,  with  fix  of  the  moll  fubllanrial  inhabitants,  and  of  the 
annual  product  of  3I. 

Charles  West  gave  by  will  in  1765,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor, 
jool.  Hock  veiled  in  the  fame,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Kalph  Manning  gave  by  w’ill  in  1786,  for  the  ule  of  twelve 
poor  perfons  in  equal  lhares,  lool.  Hock,  vefted  in  William  Pi- 
got,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

Westerham  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing.  The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary, 
is  a large  handfome  building,  confifting  of  a nave, 
two  fide  illes,  and  a crofs  ifle  j but  being  too  fmall 
for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  a gallery  has  been 
eredled  for  their  accommodation  in  it. 


Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  it  are  the  fol- 

at  the  well  end,  is  a grave- Hone  near 
the  fouth  door,  having  the  figure  of  a priell  in  brafs,  and  in- 
Icription  m black  letter,  for  Sir  William  Dyne,  priell,  fometime 
pailon  of  Tattisfylde,  obt.  1567  ; a memorial  for  Bridget,  dausih- 
ter  of  Ranulph  and  Catherine  Manning,  obt.  1734. — In  the  middle 
ijle^  at  the  entrance,  a Hone,  on  wdiich  is  the  figure  of  a man, 
that  of  his  wife  is  loll,  and  infeription  in  black  letter,  for  Richard 
laywaid,  and  Anne  his  'wife,  he  died  in  1529,  beneath  were 
four  Ions  now  loll,  fix  daughters  now  remain  ; in  the  pew,  where 
the  font  IS,  a Hone,  with  an  infeription  for  Nicholas  Manning, 
gent,  of  tins  par, Ih,  obt.  1723,  and  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  Sf 
Samuel  MilTenden,  efq.  deputy  governor  of  the  Merchant  Ad- 
venturers of  England,  refidingat  Hamburgh,  obt.  173  c,  arms,  a 
chevron  charged  with  a crefeent  for  difference  between  three  qua- 

terfoils 
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terfoils,  impaling  a crofs  ingrailed,  a bird  in  the  dexter  point- 
on  the  louth  fide  is  a mural  monument,  fliewing  that  near  it  in 
a brick  grave,  (which  being  full  was  arched  over  in  1 7??) 'lies 
interred  Ranulph  Manning,  gent.  obt.  1712,  and  Catharine  his 
wife,  daughter  ol  Saul  Milfenden,  efq.  mentioned  before,  obt. 
1752,  erected  by  Ranulph  Manning,  their  eldefl;  fon,  who  died 
urgent,  a chevron  gules  between  three  cinque- 
foils of  the  fecond,  and  quarterings  impaling  Miflenden  ; over  the 
fouth  door  is  a plain  neat  monument  of  marble,  for  the  brave  ge- 
neral James  Wolfe,  the  fon  of  colonel  Edward  Wolfe,  and  Hen- 
rietta his  wife,  who  was  born  in  this  parifii  Jan.  2,  1727,  and 
died  in  Ameiica,  Sept.  13,  17595  conqueror  of  Quebec,  and 
thefe  lines  : — 


Whilft  George  in  forrow  bows  his  laurellM  head, 

' And  bids  the  arlift  grace  the  foldier  dead, 

We  raife  no  fculptur'd  trophies  to  thy  name, 

Brave  youth  ! the  faireft  in  the  lift  of  fame  ; 

Proud  of  thy  birtit,  we  boaft  th’  auij'icious  year— ~ 

Struck  with  thy  fall,  we  (bed  a general  tear; 

W ith  humble  grief  infcribe  one  artlefs  ftone, 

And  from  thy  matchlefs  honours  date  our  own. 

/«  Me  /otii/i  ijle,  a memorial  for  John  Thorpe,  delcended  of  an 
antient  gentleman’s  family  in  Kent  and  SufT'ex ; he  married  Anne, 
daughter,  and  at  length  coheir  of  John  Luck,  S.  T.  B.  of  May- 
field,  in  Sufiex,  by  whom  he  had  four  Tons  and  three  daughters, 
obt.  1 703,  eredfed  by  his  grandfons,  John  and  Oliver,  fons  of 
his  fon  John  Thorpe,  of  Penlhurft,  arms,  quarterly,  1 ft  and  4th, 
a fefs  daiicette  ermine  ; 2d  and  3d  three  crcfcents;  at  the  upper 
end  a grave-ftone,  w ith  the  figures  of  a man  and  his  two  wives 
in  brals,  arid  infcription  in  black  letter  for  Richard  Potter,  obt. 
1511,  beneath  the  figures  of  five  boys  and  three  girls;  another 
with  the  figure  of  a man  in  brafs,  and  like  infcription  for  Tho- 
mas, fon  of  John  Potter,  gent.  obt.  1531  ; another,  with  the 
figure  of  a man  and  his  tw'o  wives  in  brafs,  and  infcription  in 
black  letter  for  William  Myddleton,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  and  Do- 
rothy, his  wives,  he  died  1557;  beneath  were  the  figures  of 
fifteen  children,  feven  of  which  yet  remain. — In  the  ^niddle  of  the 
i/le,  a brafs  plate  and  infcription  for  John  Loveftede,  of  Wefter- 
ham;  on  the  fouth  fide  a mural  monument  for  Anthony  Earning, 
merchant ; he  married  the  only  daughter  of  Thomas  Manning, 
efq.  of  Valens,  by  whom  he  left  two  fons  and  a daughter,  obt. 
1676  : on  the  fouth  fide  are  two  adjoining  altar  tombs  for  Thomas 
i Manning,  efq.  of  Valence,  obt.  1695,  and  for  Sulan,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Dacres,  obt.  1654  ; arms  on  both.  Man- 
ning with  quarterings  ; on  the  north  fide,  at  the  upper  end  next 
the  .chancel,  a mural  monument,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and 
' ' woman 
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woman  kneeling  at  a defk,  for  Thomas  Potter,  efq.  of  W efter- 
ham,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Richard  Tich- 
bourne,  efq.  of  Eatonbridge,  by  whom  he  left  one  fon  Nifell, 
and  a dau^iter  Dorothy,  married  to  John,  eldefl  fon  of  Sir  John 
Rivers,  of  ChafFord  ; he  married  adly,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  SirJ. 
Rivers,  late  lord  mayor  of  London,  obt.  i6ii  ; above,  the  arms 
of  Potter  fable,  a fefs  ermine  between  three  cinquefoils,  argent 
with  impalements. — In  the  middle  ijle,  are  two  graveftones,  with 
figures  and  infcriptions  in  brafs,  for  the  Stacys.  In  the  north  ijley 
are  feveral  grave-ftones^  with  memorials  for  the  Dallings,  of  this 
parifli,  arms,  on  a bend,  three  acorns ; a grave-ftone  and  memo- 
rial  for  Mr.  Andrew  Daulinge,  citizen  of  London,  (fon  of  Ri- 
chard Daulinge,  reftor  of  Ringfwold)  who  married  Anne,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Daulinge,  gent,  of  Wefterham,  by  whom 
he  had  feven  fons  and  two  daughters,  and  left  her  great  with 
child,  obt.  1714;  feveral  more  memorials  for  the  Dallings,  who 
by  their  arms  appear  to  have  been  the  fame  family  as  the  Daulings 
before-mentioned;  on  the  north  fide  a mural  monument  for  Mr. 
Thomas  Hardy,  citizen  of  London,  who  died  in  1747,  and  for 
others  of  his  family  ; near  it  is  a brafs  plate  fixed  to  the  wall,  with 
an  extract  from  his  will,  relating  to  his  charity  bequeathed  to  this 
parifli,  which  has  been  given  above  among  the  other  charities 
belonging  to  it ; at  the  eaft  end  is  a mural  monument  for  Mary, 
wife  of  Henry  Street,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Gerrard,  bart.  obt. 
1651,  and  left  only  one  fon  Edward. — In  the  crofs  ifle,  at  the  eaft 
end,  an  elegant  mural  monument  for  Thomas  Knight,  efq.  of 
Wefterham,  obt.  1^08,  being  clerk  of  the  affize  for  Norfolk; 
he  married  firft,  Catherine,  daughter  of  Mr.  Crifpe,  of  Maid- 
ftone,  andfecondly,  Jane,  daughter  of  Mr.  Blome,  of  Sevenoke, 
but  left  no  iflue  ; near  it  another  for  Eleanor,  youngeft  daughter 
of  Sir  Thomar  Seyliard,  fecond  baronet  of  that  antient  family, 
and  of  the  lady  Frances,  his  firft  wife,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of 
Henry  Wyat,  efq.  eldeft  ,fon  of  Sir  Francis  Wyat,  of  Boxley- 
abbey,  who  died  in  1726  ; flie  married  Robert  Paynter,  efq.  fon 
of  Ailington,  fon  of  William,  fon  of  Anthony,  fon  of  William 
Paynter,  efq.  clerk  of  the  ordnance  to  queen  Elizabeth,  and  lord 
of  the  manors  of  Eaft-court  and  Twydall,  in  Gillingham,  he  died 
in  1731,  arms,  Paynter  gules,  a chevron  or,  between  three  grif- 
fins heads  erafed  of  the  fecond  on  a chief ; or  an  helmet  between 
two  balls  fable,  with  impalements  and  quarterings.  A grave- 
ftone  for  the  Heaths,  of  Leigh ; another  for  Anthony  Earning, 
nierchant,  obt.  1695  ; a grave-ftone  within  the  rails,  fliewingthat 
Sir  John  Crifp,  bart.  paved  this  communion  fpace  in  remembrance 
of  Nich.  Crifp,  efq.  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  Nich.  Crifp,  bart.  who  died 
in  1697,  ast.  17,  arms  above,  on  a chevron  five  horfe-fhoes.* 

- * monuments  and  Infcriptions  In  this  church,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  1029, 
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George  Scrood,  efq.  in  confideration  of  i61.  14s. 
had  granted  to  him,  by  the  vicar,  churchwardens,  and* 
major  part  of  the  parifliioners,  the  uppermoft  part  of 
the  north  ifle  of  the  church,  called  the  organ-room, 
for  a burying  place  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs’, 
owners  of  the  manfion  houfe  of  Squeries,  to  be  de- 
cently kept  and  repaired  at  the  coft  of  him  and  his 
fucceirors  for  ever,  which  was  ratified  and  confirmed 
in  1637,  (the  lee  of  Rochefter  being  then  vacant)  by 
the  archbiHiop  of  Canterbury,  as  it  was  afterwards  in 
1640,  by  John,  bilbop  ofRocheftcr. 

Alianor,  queen  to  king  Edward  I.  gave  an  acre  of 
land,  with  its  appurtenances  in  Wefterham,  and  the 
advowlbn  of  the  church,  together  with  the  chapels, 
tythes,  and  all  other  things  and  rights  belonging  to  it, 
to  the  prior  and  convent  ot  Canterbury,  in  pure  and 
perpetual  alms,  free  from  all  fecular  fervice  for  ever. 

This  grant  appears,  by  the  Chronicles  of  Chrift 
church,  to  have  been  made,  among  other  premifes, 
in  exchange  for  the  port  of  Sandwich. 

King  Edward  I.  in  his  i8th  year,  confirmed  the 
above  gift,  and  farther  granted  to  the  prior  and  con- 
vent his  licence,  to  appropriate  this  church,  and  the 
chapels  belonging  to  it,  and  to  hold  the  fame  to 
their  owm  proper  ufe  for  ever ; which  pope  Celeftine  V. 
in  T294,  confirmed,  with  the  allowance  of  twenty 
marcs  fterling  to  the  vicar,  out  of  the  profits  of  this 
church  and  chapel ; but  the  church  not  becoming 
vacant,  this  bull  did  not  take  place,  and  the  prior 
and  convent,  in  1327,  making  heavy  complaints  of 
their  great  lofles,  by  the  inundation  in  Romney- 
marfli,  among  other  grievances,  petitioned  Hamo, 
bilhop  of  Rochefter,  for  relief ; who,  accordingly, 
that  year,  appropriated  this  church,  with  the  chapel 
of  Edulwefbrogge  annexed  to  it,  to  their  ufe;  and  at 
the  fame  time  endowed  a perpetual  vicarage  in  this 
church,  and  a fit  portion  fora  perpetual  vicar  in  it, 
to  be  prefented  by  the  religious,  and  to  be  infiituted 
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by  him  and  his  fucceffors ; and  he  further  decreed, 
with  the  confent  of  the  religious,  that  the  vicar  (hould 
take  and  have  entirely  and  wholly  for  his  portion,  the 
tithes  of Jilva  cedua^  pannage,  hay,  herbage,  flax, 
hemp,  milk,  butter,  and  cheefe,  wool,  lambs,  calves, 
pigs,  fwans,  geefe,  apples,  pidgeons,  mills,  fiflieries, 
lowlings,  merchandizing,  and  all  other  fmall  tithes 
and  oblations  whatfoever,  and  all  legacies  and  mor- 
tuaries to  the  church  or  chapel,  of  right  or  cuftom 
due,  as  well  dead  as  living;  and  that  the  vicar  Ihould 
have,  on  the  foil  belonging  to  the  church,  to  be  cho- 
fen  and  afligned  by  the  bifliop,  a competent  houfe  to 
refide  in,  to  be  built  for  this  firfl;  time  by  the  reli- 
gious ; and  he  decreed,  that  the  portion  of  the  vicar 
fliould  for  ever  confifl;  in  the  things  above  mentioned; 
and  further,  that  the  vicar,  for  the  time  being,  fliould 
as  often  as  there  fliould  be  occafion,  caufe  the  books 
to  be  bound,  and  the  veftments  to  be  waflied,  mend- 
ed, and  renewed ; and  fliould  find  and  provide,  at 
his  own  cofts,  bread  and  wine,  and  proceflional  ta- 
pers, and  other  iiecefiTary  lights  in  the  chancel,  and 
miniflers,  as  has  been  accuftomed,  as  w'^ell  in  the 
church  of  Wefterham  as  in  the  chapel  of  Edulwef- 
brege  ; and  Ihould,  for  the  future,  keep  and  main- 
tain the  buildings  of  the  vicarage,  and  fhould  wholly 
pay  all  epifcopal  and  archideaconal  procurations ; and 
that  he  Ihould  fuftain  and  take  upon  him  the  tenth 
and  other  extraordinary  burthens  then  incumbent  * or 
which  might  be  impofed  in  future,  according  to  the 
value  of  his  portion  ; which,  fo  far  as  related  to  the 
fuftaining  of  the  burthens  of  this  kind,  he  taxed,  and 
rated  at  ten  marcs  Iterling  ; and  laftly,  that  the  re- 
ligious fhould  fuftain,  and  take  upon  them  for  ever, 
the  payment  ot  the  penfion  of  ten  fliillings  due  to 
him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  from  this  church,  and  all  other 
burthens,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  according  to 
the  value  of  their  portion,  which  he  valued  at  forty 
marcs » 
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Richard  de  Haute,  the  redor  of  this  church,  dyino- 
in  1327,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Chrift-church  wer^ 
by  the  archdeacon,  put  into  the  pofleffion  of  it,  with 
the  chapel  of  Edelnelbregge  annexed.  In  the  perfon  of 
Robert  Hathebrand,  monk  of  it,  their  prodor  fpe- 
cially  appointed  for  this  purpofe. 

The  redory  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Wef- 
terham,  with  the  chapel  of  Eatonbridge,  remained 
• with  the  prior  and  convent  of  Chrift-church  till  the  ge- 
neral diftblution  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in 
the  31ft  year  of  which,  it  was  furrendered  into  the 
king’s  hands. 

After  which,  the  king  granted  to  Sir  John  Greftiam, 
the  redories  of  Wefterham  and  Eatonbridge,  with  the 
advowfon  of  the  church  and  chapel  belonging  to  it, 
and  he  died^poflefled  of  them  in  1556,“  as  did  his  el- 
deft  fon  and  heir,  Sir  William  Greftiam,  of  Titfey,  in 
Surry,  in  the  21ft  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  holding 
them  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice.  By  his  will  in  the 
1 yth  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  he  gave  thefe  redories 
to  his  fecond  fon,  Thomas,  and  his  heirs  male,*’  who, 
on  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  William,  without 
male  iflue,  became  likewife  his  heir,  and  from  him 
the  redory  of  Wefterham,  with  Eatonbridge,  de- 
fended to  Sir  Marmaduke  Greftiam,  bart.  who  in  his 
life-time  gave  it  to  his  eldeft  fon,  Edward  Greftiam, 
efq.  and  he  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Charles  II.  pro- 
cured an  ad  of  parliament  to  veft  it  in  truftees  to  be 
fold  for  the  payment  of  his  debts. 

Accordingly,  Sir  Marmaduke  and  Edward,  his  cl- 
deft  fon,  joined  in  the  conveyance  of  the  fedory  or 
parfonage  of  Wefterham,  with  its  appurtenances,  to 
James  Hudfon,  efq.  of  London,  and  John  Steers,  of 
Wefterham,  yeoman.  By  which  word,  appurtenance Sf 
the  advowfon  of  the  church  appurtenant  to  the  redory, 
though  not  intended  fo  to  do,  pafled  with  it. 

=•  Rot.  Efth.  1 queen  Elizabeth.  *’  Coke’s  Entries,  p.  35. 
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After  which,  partly  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  partly 
by  purchafe  from  the  name  of  Steers,  it  came  into 
the  poffeflion  of  John  Bodicoate,  efq.  whole  fon,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  John  Bodicoate,  died  in  I79^» 
dow,  Harriet,  re-married  to  Edward  earl  of  Winter- 
ton,  is  at  this  time  proprietor  of  the  church  of  Wef- 
terharn,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  appurte- 
nant to  it. 

By  an  antient  valuation  made  in  the  1 5th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued  at  fifty 
marcs.' 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfwn  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  ifluing  out  of  chancery, 
it  was  returned,  that  the  parfonage  and  vicarage  of 
Wefterham  were  two  diftindt  things.  That  the  par- 
fonage houfe,  buildings,  and  fixty  acres  of  glebe  land 
were  worth  twenty  pounds  per  annum,  and  the  tythes 
were  worth  eighty  pounds  per  annum,  and  one  acre  and 
an  half  of  glebe  land  worth  thirty  Ihillings  per  annum, 
all  which  were  impropriate  and  belonging  to  mafter 
Greftiam  the  proprietor  thereof.  That  there  was  a 
vicarage,  houfe,  garden  and  backfide,  worth  forty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  vicarage  tythes,  worth  fifty 
pounds  per  annum,  which  was  the  vicar’s  falary,  and 
the  faid  Mr.  Grefham  was  patron  thereof  j that  in  for- 
mer times  the  vicars  of  Wefterham  had  been  prelented 
vicars  of  Wefterham,'^  with  the  chapel  of  Eatonbridge, 
and  had  hired  a curate  there  j but  it  was  conceived  that 
Eatonbridge  had  been,  and  ftill  continued  fitring  to  be, 
a diftind:  parifti  church.® 

The  church  of  Wefterham,  with  the  chapel  of  Eaton- 
bridge annexed,  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
19I,  19s.  4*d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  19s.  ii  ld,^ 

'1 

' Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  ' Ed.  Thef.  p.  383. 

Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth-  [ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
hbr.  vol.  xix. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefenied. 

Prior  and  Convent  of  Chrijl  church 
Canterbury 

Family  of  Grejham 


Hudfon  and  Steers 

fohn  Bodicoate,  efq 

Mrs.  Harriet  Bodicoate 

g Reg,  Roff.  p.  66r. 
h Ibid,  p,  68i. 

1 MSS.  E.H. 
k Ibid. 

1 Reg.  Roff.  p.  684* 
in  Biog.  Brit,  vol.  ii.  p.  1419* 


RECTORS. 

Radoljthus^  anno  6 king  Edw.  L* 
Richard  de  Haute.,  obt.  1337.'* 

VICARS. 

John  Studley.,  in  1596.* 

George  Dale,  S.  T.  P.'‘ 

Charles  Bray,  in  1637.' 

Thomas  Weaker,  in  1655*™. 

William  Holland,  

Saltmarjh,  in  1695* 

George  Sclater,  A.  M. 

George  Lewis,  A.  M. 
folm  Bodicoate,  A.  M.  177^> 
June  1791." 

Richard  Board,  prefent  reftor. 

n In  Nov.  1774.  a difpenfatlon  paf* 
fed  for  his  holding  the  reft,  of  Titfey, 
in  Surry,  with  Wcfteiham  cum  Ea* 
tonbridge,  the  former  of  which  he  re- 
figned  for  the  reftory  of  Ethingham, 
in  Suff.  which  he  held  with  this  reft. 
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EATONBRIDGE. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Wefterham  lies  Eaton- 
bridge,  called  in  old  records,  Eddelnejhregef  and  EdiE 
nebrigg,  and  in  Latin,  Pons  Edelmi.^  Its  prefent  name 
of  Eatonbridge,  is  a corruption  of  its  true  one  of 
Edenbridge,  which  it  took  from  its  fituation  on  the 
banks  of  the  little  river  Eden,  one  of  the  heads  of  the 

river  Medway.  * -n  • • 

A fmali  diftridt  of  the  eaftern  part  of  this  parilh  is  in 

the  hundred  of  Somerden. 

The  parish  of  Eatonbridge  lies  at  lome  little 
diftancc  below  the  ridge  of  fand  hills  fouthward,  and 


® Text.  Roff.  p.  230. 
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p Tan.  Mon.  p.  295* 
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it  is  accordingly  accounted  within  that  part  of  the 
county  called  "The  Weald,  and  is  bounded  weftward  by 
the  county  of  Surry,  from  whence  the  little  river  Eden, 
the  two  Itreams  of  which  from  Oxfted  and  Lingfield 
having  united,  enters  this  county  and  diredls  its  courfe 
acrofs  this  parifli,  and  receiving  in  its  way  feveral  fmall 
flreams,  efpecially  from  the  fandhills,  it  flows  on  eaft- 
ward  and  joins  the  Medway  at  Penfluirft.  The  river 
Eden  croifes  the  village  of  Eatonbridge,  which  has  the 
church  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  about  half  a mile  fouth  of 
which  is  Gabriel’s  houfe,  belonging  to  Mr.  John  Stan- 
ford, and  a little  farther  the  two  hamlets  of  Marfli- 
green  and  Stanford’s -end,  and  about  a mile  diftant 
from  it  on  the  other  fide  are  thofe  of  Marlepit-hill  and 
Medhurfl  row.  The  country  here,  and  for  the  mofl; 
part  of  the  neighbouring  parifhes  in  this  diflrifl,  bears 
a far  different  afpecff  from  that  before  defcribed  above 
the  hills,  the  foil  being  for  the  mofl;  part  a deep  tillage 
land  of  ftiff  clay,  moifl;  and  fwampy,  the  hedge  roads 
round  the  fields  broad,  and  much  filled  with  broad 
Ipreading  oaks,  and  the  roads  deep  and  miry,  broad, 
and  very  much  covered  with  green  fwerd ; the  farm- 
houfes  are  old-fafhioned  timber  buildings,  {landing 
Angle  and  much  difperfed,  all  which  give  the  country 
rather  a gloomy  appearance,  but  whatever  it  may  want 
in  pleafantnefs  is  made  up  by  health,  fertility  of  foil, 
and  its  many  local  advantages  equally  profitable  both  to 
the  landlord  and  occupier.  A fair  is  held  annually  in 
the  village  on  St.  Mark’s  day,  April  25,  for  cattle, 
toys,  &c. 

An  extraordinary  and  furprifing  agitation  of  the  wa- 
ters, though  without  any  perceptible  motion  of  the 
earth,  having  been  obferved  in  different  parts  of  Eng- 
land, both  maritime  and  inland,  on  November  i, 

^ 7 j)5  > ^tid  on  the  fame  day,  and  chiefly  about  the  time 
that  the  more  violent  commotions  of  both  earth  and 
waters  fo  extenfively  affefted  many  very  diftant  parts 
0 t e globe,  the  like  phenomenon  appeared  in  this 

parifii 
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parifli  in  a pond  about  an  acre  in  fize,  acrofs  which  was 
a polt  and  rail  fence,  which  the  water  almoft  covered 
whenfome  perfons  near  it  hearing  a noife,  as  if  fome- 
thing  had  tumbled  into  the  water,  haftened  to  fee  what 
It  was,  when  to  their  furprife  they  faw  the  water  open 
m the  middle,  fo  that  they  could  fee  the  poll  and  rail 
almoft  to  the  bottom,  and  at  the  fame  time  they  ob- 
lerved  the  water  dafhing  up  over  a bank  about  two  feet 
high,  and  perpendicular  to  the  pond.  They  did  not 
feel  the  leaft  motion  upon  the  ftiore,  nor  was  there  any 
wind,  but  a dead  calm. 

On  January  24,  1758,  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  a flight  fliock  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  in 
this  parifli  and  the  adjacent  parts,  which  fliook  the  fur- 
niture of  the  houfes,  and  went  off  with  a noife  like  a 
Imall  guft  of  wind.  It  alarmed  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  no  damage  enfued."^ 

, OF  Westerham  is  paramount  over 

^ n ^ which  was  formerly  within  its  own  manor, 
called  the  manor  of  Eatonbridge,  as  may  be  plainly  feen 
m the  defcription  of  that  pariff , and  the  feveral  records 
from  which  it  is  drawn  up.* 

, of  Stangrave,  alias  E.atonbridge, 

which  claims  over  the  greateft  part  of  this  parifli,  not- 
withftanding  it  has  the  above-defcribed  manor  para- 
mount ovtr  it,  antiently  gave  name  to  a family,  who 
made  it  their  capital  manfion. 

Robert  de  Stangrave  obtained  a charter  of  free- 
warren,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  in  the  6th  year  of  kino- 
Edward  I.  for  his  demefne  lands  in  Eatonbridge  and 
i-lockenden,  in  this  county  f his  defcendant,  Robert 


S Philof.  Traiif.  vol.  xlix.  part  i.  p.  360.  ^ Part  ii.  p.  614. 

ef  thpp  ^ 26  Edward  J.  N.  13.  Tremaine’s  Pleas 

Fdw  if  D n P*  ^95-  Clauf.  Rot.  2.  anno  x 

Edw  TTT  M 9 Etlw.  III.  Ibid,  anno  25 

Enw.  Ill  No.  32.  See  Weflerham  above. 

Kot.  Cart,  anno  26  Edward,  N.  13. 
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de  Stangrave,  was  with  king  Edward  I.  at  the  (iege  of 
Carlaverock,  and  received  the  honor  of  knighthood 
for  his  gallant  behaviour  there. 

He  died,  poflefled  of  this  manor « in  the  1 2th  year 
of  king  Edward  III.“  Quickly  after  which  it  pafled 
into  the  pofleflion  of  John  Dynley,  who  had  a confir- 
mation of  the  charter  of  free-wan en  to  his  lands  in 
Edenbride,  in  the  14th  year  of  that  reign,  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  pajfed  away  his  intereft  in  this  eftate 
to  Hugh  de  Audley,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  and  lord  of  the 
caftle  and  manor  of  Tunbridge,'"  who  died  pofrefled 
of  it  in  the  21ft  year  of  it,^^  leaving  by  Margaret  his 
wife  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  Margaret,  then  the 
wife  of  Ralph  Stafford,  who  in  her  right  became  pof- 
fefled  of  this  manor,  then  ftiled  the  manor  of  Eden- 
hrugge^  alias  Stangrave^  and  was  afterwards  made  earl 
of  Stafford,  and  in  his  dcfcendants  dukes  of  Bucking- 
ham ; it  continued  down  to  Edward,  duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, who  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  being 
accufed  of  confpiring  the  king’s  death,  he  was  brought 
to  his  trial,  and  being  found  guilty,  was  beheaded  on 
Tower-hill  that  year,  and  his  body  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  the  Friars  Auguftines,  near  Broad- ftreet, 
London. 

In  the  parliament  begun  April  15,  in  the  14th  year 
of  that  reign,  though  there  then  paffed  an  a<5t;  for  his 
attainder,  yet  there  was  likewife  another  for  the  refti- 
tution  in  blood  of  Henry,  his  eldeft  fon,  but  not  to  his 
honors  or  lands  fo  that  this  manor,  among  his  other 
eftates,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  where  it  lay, 
Vni.  granted  it  to  Sir  John  Grefham, 
who  died  poffeffed  of  this  manor  of  Stangrave  in  1556, 
holding  kin  capite  by  knights  fervice.*  In  whofe  de- 
fendants it  continued,  till  Sir  Charles  Grefham,  bart. 


Rot.  F.fch.  ejusan.  No.  52. 
See  Philipott,  p.  1 36.  ' * 

Philipott,  p.  139. 


* Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

''  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  171, 
f Rot.  Efch.  an.  i Eliz. 
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in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  alienated  It  to  Mr.  Richard 
Still  j whofe  only  daughter  and  heir  carried  it  in  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Dyke,  of  Burwalh,  in  Suflex,  on  whole 
death  it  came  to  their  only  fon  and  heir,  Richard  Still 
Dyke,  efq.  who  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  the 
reverend  Mr.  George  Jordan,  of  Burwalh.  He  de- 
viled this  manor  by  his  will  to  his  wife,  who  furvived 
him  i and  Ihe,  about  the  year  1765,  conveyed  it  by 
fale  to  Thomas  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Oxfted,  in  Surry, 
defcended  from  Richard  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Chiding- 
ftone,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  and 
left  four  fonsj  of  whom,  William,  the  third  fon,  was 
of  Hever,  in  this  county,  and  by  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Terry,  left  Robert,  wh^  was  of  Hever  j William, 
who  was  of  Oxfted  j George,  who  was  of  Stoke  New- 
ington, in  Surry  j and  Thomas,  who  was  of  London. 
Which  William,  the  fecond  fon,  was  father  of  Tho- 
mas Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Oxfted,  the  purchafer  of  this 
manor  as  before-mentioned  j whofe  widow,  Mrs.  So- 
phia Streatfeild,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it.* 

There  is  a court-baron  held  for  this  manor. 

There  is  likewife  in  this  parifti  a farm,  called  Stan- 
grave,  which  is  a reputed  manor,  and  was  many  yeans 
fince  fold  to  Mr.  John  Baflett,  whofe  grandfon,  Mr. 
Michael  Baflett,  is  the  prefent  polfelTor  of  it. 

Sharnden,  in  this  parilh,  was  once  a manor, 
though  now  it  is  reputed  to  be  within  the  manor  of 
Stangrave.  It  was  antiently  part  of  the  pofleflions  of 
the  branch  of  the  family  of  Cobham,  fettled  at  Ster- 
borough-caftle,  in  Surry.** 

In  the  14th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Reginald  de 
Cobham  obtained  a charter  for  free  warren  within  his 
lands  in  this  parilh. 

He  was  Ion  of  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  in 
this  county,  by  his  fecond  wife,  and  died  poflelfed  of 
tiiis  manor  of  Sharendon  in  the  35th  year  of  the  above 

* See  Chidingflone.  ^ Philipott,  p.  137. 
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reign,  leaving  Reginald,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was 
lord  of  Sterboroiigh-caftle,  from  whence  this  branch 
of  the  Cobhams  were  henceforward  called  Cobhams, 
of  Sterborough,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  On  a chevron 
three  Jiars  of- fix  points. 

At  length  his  grandlbn.  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,*^  died 
poflefled  of  it  in  the  nth  year  of  Edward  IV.  leaving 
an  only  daughter  and  foie  heir  Anne,  who  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  of  Gainfborough,  in 
Lincolnlhire,  whofe  fon  and  heir,  Thomas,  was  fum- 
moned  to  parliament  in  the  aift  year  of  Henry  VIIL 
by  the  title  ofdord  Burgh. ‘‘ 

After  which  this  manor  at  length  delcended  to  his 
grandfon,  Thomas,  lord  Burgh,  who  died  poflefled  of 
it  in  the  40th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  w^as  buried 
in  Weftminfter-abbey,  having  had  by  Frances  his  wife, 
Robert,  who  died  without  ilTue  in  his  life-time,  and 
four  daughters,  who  at  length  became  his  coheirs, 
Elizabeth,  married  to  George  Brooke  ; Frances,  to 
Francis  Coppinger,  efq.  Anne,  to  Sir  Drew  Drury,  and 
Katherine,  afterwards  married  to  Thomas  Knyvett, 
cfq.®  They,  in  the  next  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  de- 
fray debts,  and  other  ufes,  joined  in  the  conveyance  of 
it  to  Sir  Thomas  Richardfon,  who  was  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  the  laft  parliament  but  one  in 
the  reign  of  king  James  I.  and  was  in  the  2d  year  of 
king  Charles  I.  made  chief  juftice  of  the  king’s  bench. 
He  was  of  Hunningham,  in  Norfolk,  and  married 
Elizabeth,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Beaumont, 
of  Leicefterfhire,  and  widow  of  Sir  John  Afhburn- 
ham,  who  in  1627  was  created  baronefs  Cramond,  in 
Scotland,  with  an  intaii  of  that  dignity  on  her  male  iflue 
by  her  fecond  hufband  before-mentioned. 

Her  fon,  by  Sir  Thomas  Richardfon,  fucceeded  as 
lord  Richardfon,''  of  Cramond,  and  was  member  of 

» 

^ See  more  of  this  family  under  Chidingflone. 

..  Dugd.  Bar,  vol.  ii.  p.  67.  “ Fhilipott,  p.  137. 
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parliament  for  the  county  of  Norfolk,  in  the  ift  and 
2d  parliaments  of  king  Charles  II.  one  of  whofe  de- 
fcendants  alienated  this  eftate  to  the  family  of  Stanford, 
in  which  name  it  continued  till  it  was  fold,  a few  years 
fince,  to  Mr.  James  Glover,  the  prefent  owner,  who 
refides  in  it. 

Marsh-green  is  a diflrid  here,  the  manorial  rights 
of  which  are  appendants  to  the  manor  of  Cowdham, 
with  wliich  it  was  purchafed  in  1707,  of  Thomas  Len- 
nard,  earl  of  Suflex,  by  Thomas  Streatfeild,  efq,  who 
was  the  fecond  Ion  of  Richard  Streatfeild,  efq.  of 
Chidingftone,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
he  died  in  1730,  and  w^as  buried  in  Sqvenoke  church, 
leaving  by  Martha  his  wife,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Godwin,  efq.  of  Trottefclive,  one  fon,  Tho- 
mas, and  a daughter,  Martha,  married  to  Charles  Pol- 
hill,  efq.  Thomas,  the  fon,  was  of  Sevenoke,  clq.  and 
dying  in  1722,  was  buried  there,  leaving  by  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Fuller,  of  Suflex,  one  fon  Thomas, 
and  two  daughters  ; Thomas  Streatfeild,  efq.  the  fon, 
is  now  of  Sevenoke,  and  married  Mifs  Green,  by 
whom  he  has  ilTue  j and  he,  as  owner  of  Cowdham 
manor,  is  intitled  to  the  manorial  rights  of  this  dihrid; 
likewile. 

But  the  eftate  or  farm,  called  Marsh-green  like- 
wife,  w'hich  lies  in  the  diftrid:  above-mentioned,  ad- 
joining to  Sterborough  and  the  county  of  Surry,  was 
feveral  years  ago  alienated,  by  Robert  Nightingale, 
efq.  to  Mr.  Francis  Green,  whofe  fon,  Mr.  Thomas 
Green,  lately  died  feifed  of  it,  leaving  his  widow  fur- 
viving,  whofe  fon,  Mr.  Francis  Green,  of  London,  a 
few  years  fince,  fold  it  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lumley,  the 
prefent  polTelTor  of  it. 

Brown’s  is  a fmall  manor  here,  the  manfion  of  which 
has  been  long  fince  demolilhed  j but  the  foundations, 
and  the  moat  round  it,  are  ftifl  vifible. 

This  place  was  formerly  the  feat  of  a family  of  this 
name  j one  of  whom,  Hamon  de  Brown,  died  pof- 
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fefled  of  it  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  but 
leaving  no  iffiie,  he  bccjueathed  it  by  his  will  to  his 
kinfman,  Thomas  Brown,  who  dying  likewife  childlefs 
about  the  end  of  that  reign,  his  fifter,  Agnes,  then  the 
wife  of  Laurence  de  Bedenflede,  became  by  his  will,  ; 
as  well  as  by  inheritance,  entitled  to  it.  ^ ^ ^ : 

He  foon  after  alienated  this  manor  to  his  wife’s  kinf- 
man,  Henry  At- Browns  j in  whofe  defcendants  it  con- 
tinued till  towards  the  end  of  king  Henry  VIII’s  reign, 
and  then  Urfula,  daughter  and  heir  of  Hamon  Brown,  ' 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  John  At-Lee,  of  ELffing- 
ham;  whofe  defcendant,  John  Lee,  about  the  middle 
of  king  Charles  II’s  reign,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr. 
James  Beecher,^  whofe  anceftors  bore  for  their  arms,  , 
Vaire  argent  and  gvJes^  on  a canton  or,  a Jiag^s  head  ca~ 
bojhed  vert  j which  coat  was  confirmed  to  James  Bee- 
cher, ofShorne,  in  this  county,  by  Rob.  Cooke,  claren- 
cieux,  in  1574,®  who  purchafed  of  Sir  Charles  Grefliam 
the  tithes  of  this  eftate.  He  died  in  1 749,  and  by 
will  deviled  Brown’s,  with  the  above  tythery,  to  his 
wife’s  grandfon,  Beecher  Walter,  on  whofe  death  in- 
teftate,  it  came  to  his  two  brothers,  William  and  George, 
and  on  a partition  of  their  eftates,  this  in  Eatonbridge  , 
fell  to  the  lhare  of  the  former,  who  afterwards  fold  it 
to  John  Boddington,  efq.  fince  which  it  has  been  fold 
to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lumley,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.  ; 

Gabriel’s  is  a houfe  in  this  parilh,  which  was  an- 
tiently  the  refidence  of  a branch  of  the  Seyliards,  of 
Brafted.  Nicholas  Seyliard,  gent,  principal  of  Clif- 
ford’s inn,  and  third  Ion  of  Nicholas  Seyliard,  gent,  of 
Brafted,  refided  here,  and  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1625, 
leaving  by  Sarah  his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Potter,  1 
efq.  of  Wefterham,  two  fons,  Robert  and  John,  and 
two  daughters,  viz.  Dorothy,  married  to  Richard  An- 
trobus,  gent,  and  Margaret,  to  Richard  Jemett,  gent. 
From  the  name  of  Seyliard  it  pafied  into  that  of  Petleyj 

^ Harris’s  Hlft.  Kent,  p.  112.  * Gnillim.  p.  160. 
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jand  John  Petley,  fecond  fon  of  Ralph  Petley,  efq.  of 
j Riverhead,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Stanford,  whofc 
Tfon  of  the  fame  name  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it,  and 
] refidcs  in  it, 

ii  Befides  the  above,  there  are  feveral  fmall  manors  in 
i this  parilh,  as  Hilder^s  farnty  the  property  of  the  Hon. 

I Mr.  Lumley ; Scane'Sy  belonging  to  Henry  Streatfeiid, 
if  efq.  Crouch  hoiife^  to  Mr.  Richard  Killick  j and  Cohen 
I Bere,  to  John  Major  Henniker,  efq. 

CHJRITIES. 

j Robert  Leigh  gave  by  will  in  1 720,  twenty  fliillings,  to  be 
I paid  to  twenty  poor  perfons  yearly,  payable  out  of  land  in  the 
\ pofleffion  of  George  and  Mary  Piggot,  and  now  of  that  annual 
I produce. 

Mary  Smith,  widow,  gave  by  will  in  1737,  live  llnlhn^s 

• yearly,  for  five  poor  widows,  and  55.  yearly  to  be  diftributed  in 

• prayer  books,  to  be  paid  out  of  a houfe  and  land  in  the  poUelTion 
of  James- John  Humphrey,  and  of  that  annual  produce. 

Mr.  Robert  Hoemp'en,  gent,  of  this  parifii,  gave  3I.  per 
I annum  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor. 

Eatonbridge  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
' Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St. 

' Paul,  is  a large  handfome  building,  having  a fpire  ftee- 
' pie  at  the  weft  end  j in  it  there  are  the  remains  of  a 
: rood  loft,  and  of  fome  good  painted  glafs. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it,  in  the  chancel  is 
a memorial  for  John  Stanford,  fen.  obt.  1729,  and  for  Mary  his 
wife,  obt.  1730;  on  the  north  fide  of  the  altar  is  the  figure  of  a 
man  in  brafs,  and  infeription  in  black  letter  for  John  Selyard, 
gent,  late  of  Bracefted,  who  had  by  Alice  his  wife  three  fons  and 
a daughter,  obt.  1358;  within  the  rails  of  the  altar  are  feveral 
grave-ftones  for  the  Jemets,  of  Skaines  ; on  the  north  fide  a mo- 
nument for  Nicholas  Seyliard,  gent,  of  Gabriel’s,  third  fon  of 
Nicholas  Seyliard,  gent,  of  Brafted,  he  was  principal  of  Clifford’s- 
' inn,  and  left  by  Sarah  his  wife,  daughter  of  Richard  Potter,  efq. 
of  Well-ftreet,  two  fons  and  two  daughters,  obt.  1625.— /«  the 
South  chancel,  an  altar  tomb,, and  round  it  a brafs  plate  for  Thomas 
Martyn,  efq.  and  Richard  Martyn,  efq.  fon  of  the  laid  1 homas. 
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and  Thomafine  his  wife  ; at  the  eaft  end  a mural  monument  fc 
Robert  Seilyard,  gent,  of  Pawlins,  in  Brafted,  7th  fon  ofThoma, 
Seilyai'd,  gent,  of  Pawlins  aforefaid,  obt.  1577,  unmarried  ; o.J 
the  louth  fide  a mural  monument,  with  the  figure  of  a man  in  at 
mour,  kneeling  on  a cufiiion  before  a defk,  with  a book  open,  fc 
Wm.  Seilyard,  efq.  of  Pawlins,  obt.  1595,  by  Dorothy  his  wifer 
daughter  of  W.  Crowmer,  c-fq.  of  Tunftall,  6 fonsand  2 daughters' 

It  is  in  the  nature  of  a chapel  to  Wefterham,  anc 
therefore  is  not  rated  feparately  in  the  king’s  books. 

The  account  of  the  patronage  of  this  church,  it.' 
value,  the  appropriation  of  it  to  the  monaftery  o 
Chrift-church,  Canterbury,  and  the  feveral  other  par- 
ticulars relating  to  it,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
incumbents,  may  be  feen  fully  defcribed  in  the  accouni 
of  the  church  of  Wefterham. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  of  enquiry  into  the  value, 
of  church  livings,  in  this  diocefe,  in  1630,  it  was  re- 
turned, that  in  Eatonbridge  there  was  a parfonao-e  im— : 
propriate,  then  in  the  hands  of  one  John  Streatfeild, 
who  farmed  the  fame  of  the  heirs  of  Sir  Edward  Greft 
ham,  at  the  rent  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum  j that  the 
vicarage  tithes  were  worth  thirty  pounds  per  annum, 
but  there  was  no  houfe  nor  glebe  land  j that  the  vicar 
of  Weftram  had  formerly  received  the  tithes,  but  then 
mafter  John  Head  fupplied  the  cure  there,  and  received 
thern  for  his  falary  ; that  the  church  was  well  fituated,, 
and  had  been  a chapel  of  eafe  to  Weftram,  from  which  ^ 
It  was^almoft  five  miles  diftant,  and  from  which  it  had 
ever  had  diftind  officers. 


THU 


IT  CONTAINS  PART  OF  THE  PARISHES  OF 


I 

1 


I 


'1 


1.  Hever. 

2.  CoWDEN. 

3.  Chxdingstoxe. 


4.  Penshukst. 

5.  Lyghe,  and 

6.  Speldhurst. 


■i  And  the  churches  of  thofe  parifhes : 

*•;  And  alfo  part  of  the  pariflies  of  Chevening  and  Eatonbridge,  the 
'■  churches  of  which  are  in  another  hundred. 

' 

I There  is  no  defcription  of  any  place  within  this 
I hundred  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday;  nor  in- 
deed, to  the  beft  of  my  recolledlion,  is  there  any  in 
that  record  of  any  of  the  pariflies,  fituated  wholly 

within 
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within  the  bounds  of  the  Weald,  excepting  thofe  of 
Hadlow  and  Tudeley.  The  court  leet  of  the  hun- 
dred of  Somerden  is  an  appendage  to  the  honour  of 
Otford. 

HEVER. 

SOUTH-EASTWARD  from  Eatonbridge  lies 
Hever,  called  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  and  fome  an- 
tient  records,  Heure,  and  in  others,  Evere. 

This  parifli  lies  below  the  fand  hill,  and  is  confe- 
quently  in  that  diftrift  of  this  county  called  l^he 
M^eald. 

There  is  a,  fmall  part  of  it,  called  the  Borough  of 
Linckhill,  comprehending  a part  of  this  parifh,  Chid- 
ingftone,  and  Hever,  which  is  within  the  hundred  of 
Ruxley,  and  being  part  of  the  manor  of  Great  Or- 
pington, the  manerial  rights  of  it  belong  to  Sir  John 
Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  the  owmer  of  that  manor. 

The  parish  of  Hever  is  long,  and  narrow  from  ' 
north  to  fouth.  It  lies  wholly  below  the  fand  hills,  ,i 
and  confequently  in  the  diftridf  of  the  Weald  ; the 
foil  and  face  of  the  country  is  the  fame  as  that  of 
Eatonbridge,  lafl  defcribed,  the  oak  trees  in  it  being 
in  great  plenty,  and  in  general  growing  to  a very  large 
fize.  The  river  Eden  directs  its  courfe  acrofs  it,  to- 1 
wards  Penlhurft  and  the  Medway,  flowing  near  the  „ 
walls  of  Hever  caftle,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  fouth-  -i 
ward  from  w'hich  is  the  village  of  Hever  and  the  par- 
fonage  ; near  the  northern  fide  of  the  river  is  the  feat 
of  Polebrooke,  late  Douglafs’s,  now  Mrs.  Sufannah 
Payne’s ; and  a little  farther,  the  hamlets  of  How- 
green  and  Bowbeach  ; part  of  Linckhill  borough, 
which  is  in  the  hundred  of  Ruxley,  extends  into 
this  parifh.  There  is  a ftrange  odd  faying  here,  very 
frequent  among  the  common  people,  which  is  this: 

Jefus  Chrift  never  was  but  once  at  Hever, 

And  then  he  fell  into  the  river. 


Which 
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Which  can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  fuppofmg  that 
it  alluded  to  a prieft,  who  was  carrying  the  hqfl  to  a 
lick  perfon,  and  palling  in  his  way  over  a bridge,  fell 
with  it  into  the  river. 

Hever  was  once  the  capital  feat  and  manor  of  a 
family  of  the  fame  name,  whole  Itill  more  antient 
poffeliions  lay  at  Hever',  near  Northlleet,  in  this 
county,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  Gtdes^  a crofs  argent, 
Tiiefe  arms,  with  a lable  of  three  points  azure,  Itill  re- 
mained in  the  late  Mote-houfe,  in  Maidftone,  and  arc 
quartered  in  this  manner  by  the  earl  of  Thanet,  one 
of  whofe  anceftors,  Nicholas  Tufton,  cfq.  ofNor- 
thiam,  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
-Hever  of  this  county.'* 

William  de  Heure  polTelled  a moiety  of  this  place 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  in  the  2d  of  which 
he  was  was  dieriff  of  this  county,  and  in  the  9th  of  it 
obtained  a grant  of  free  warren  within  his  demefne 
lands  in  Heure,  Chidingftone,  and  Lingefield. 

Sir  Ralph  de  Heure  Teems  at  this  time  to  have 
polTefled  the  other  moiety  of  this  pariQi,  between 
whole  fon  and  heir,  Ralph,  and  Nicholas,  abbot  of 
St.  Auguftine’s,  there  had  been,  as  appears  by  the 
regifter  of  that  abbey,  feveral  difputes  concerning 
lands  in  Hever,  which  was  fettled  in  the  4th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  by  the  abbot’s  granting  to  him  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  the  land  which  he  held  of  him  in 
Hever,  to  hold  by  the  fcrvlce  of  the  fourth  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee. 

William  de  Hever,  In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
became  pofleffed  of  the  w^hole  of  this  manor,  and  new 
built  the  manlion  here,  and  had  licence  to  embattle 
it  i foon  after  which  he  died,  leaving  two  daughters 
his  coheirs  ; one  of  whom,  Joane,  carried  one  moiety 
of  this  eftate  in  marriage  to  Reginald  Cobham,  a 
younger  fon  of  the  Cobhams  ot  Cobham,  in  this 

‘ Phillpott,  p.  185.  MSS,  Le  Neve.  MSS.  pedigree,  Tufton. 
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county  j*  whence  this  part  of  Hever,  to  dirtingiiilli  1 
it  from  the  other,  acquired  the  name  of  Hever  ' 
Cobham. 

His  fon,  Reginald  lord  Cobham,  in  the  14th  year  , 
of  that  reign,  obtained  a charter  for  free  warren  with- 
in his  demelhe  lands  in  Hever.*'  He  was  fucceeded 
in  this  manor  by  his  fon,  Reginald  lord  Cobham,  who 
was  of  Sterborougli  caflle,  in  Surry,  whence  this 
branch  was  filled  Cobhams  of  Sterborough. 

The  other  moiety  of  Hever,  by  Margaret,  the  other 
daughter  and  coheir,  went  in  marriage  to  Sir  Oliver 
Brocas,  and  thence  gained  the  name  of  Hever  Brocas. 
One  of  his  defeendants  alienated  it  to  Reginald  lord 
Cobham,  of  Sterborough,  laft  mentioned,  who  died 
poflefled  of  both  thefe  manors  in  the  6th  year  of  king 
.Henry  IV. 

His  grandfon.  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  fold  thefe  j 
manors  to  Sir  Geoffry  Bulleyn,  a wealthy  mercer  of  ' 
London,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  in  the  37th  year 
of  king  Henry  VI.  He  died  pofTefTed  of  both  Hever 
Cobham  and  Hever  Brocas,  in  the  3d  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  leaving  by  Anne,  his  wife,  eldefl  fifter 
of  Thomas,  lord  Hoo  and  Haftings,  Sir  William 
Bulleyn,  of  Blickling,  in  Norfolk,  who  married  Mar- 
garet, daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas . Boteler,  earl 
of  Ormond,  by  whom  he  had  a fon  and  heir,  Tho- 
mas, who  became  a man  of  eminent  note  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  and  by  reafon  of  the  king’s  great 
affedlion  to  the  lady  Anne  Bulleyn,  his  daughter,  was 
in  the  17th  year  of  that  reign,  created  vifeount  R'oeh- 
ford  j and  in  the  21ft  year  of  it,  being  then  a knight 
of  the  Garter,  to  that  of  earl  of  Wilt  (hire  and  Or- 
mond ; viz.  Wiitfhire  to  his  heirs  male,  and  Ormond 
to  his  heirs  general.  ,13^  • 

* See  more  of  the  Cobhams  of  Sterboro’  under  Chidlu^one.  . 

Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  67.  Phiiipott,  p.  i?6. 
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He  refided  here,  and  added  greatly  to  thofe  build- 
ings, which  his  grandfather,  Sir  Geoffry  Bulleyn,  be- 
gan in  his  life  time,  all  which  he  completely  liniihed, 
and  from  this  time  this  feat  feems  to  have  been  coni 
ftantly  called  Hever-castle. 

He  died  in  the  30th  of  the  fame  reign,  polTeffed 
of  this  caftle,  with  the  two  manors  of  Hever  Cobham 
and  Brocas,  having  had  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Howard,  duke  of  Norfolk,  one  fon, 
George,  executed  in  his  life  time  ; and  two  daugh- 
ters, Anne,  wife  to  king  Henry  VIII.  and  Mary, 
wife  of  William  Carey,  elquire  of  the  body,  and  an- 
ceftor  of  the  lords  Hunfdon  and  the  earls  of  Dover 
and  Monmouth. 

On  the  death  of  the  earl  of  WiltlKire,  without  ilTue 
male,  who  lies  buried  in  this  church,  under  an  altar 
tomb  of  black  marble,  on  which  is  his  figure,  as  large 
as  the  life,  in  brafs,  dreffed  in  the  robes  of  the  Gar- 
ter, the  king  feifed  on  this  caftle  and  thefe  manors, 
in  right  of  his  late  wife,  the  unfortunate  Anne  Bul- 
leyn, the  earl’s  daughter,  who  refided  at  Hever-caftle 
whilft  the  king  courted  her,  there  being  letters  of  both 
extant,  written  by  them  from  and  to  this  place,  and 
her  chamber  in  it  is  ftill  called  by  her  name  3 and 
they  remained  in  his  hands  till  the  32d  year  of  his 
reign,  when  he  granted  to  the  lady  Anne  of  Cleves, 
his  repudiated  wife,  his  manors  of  Hever,  Seale,  and 
Kemfing,  among  others,  and  his  park  of  Hever,  with 
its  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances,  then  in  the 
king’s  hands  j and  all  other  eftates  in  Hever,  Seale, 
and  Kemfing,  lately  purchafed  by  him  of  Sir  AVilliam 
Bulleyn  and  William  Bulleyn,  clerk,  to  hold  to  her 
during  life,  fo  long  as  (lie  fhould  ftay  within  the 
realm,  and  not  depart  out  of  it  without  his  licence,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  93I.  13s.  3id.  payable  at  the  court 

’ There  are  feveral  pedigrees  of  this  family  of  Bulleyn  among 
the  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  Britifli  mufeum. 
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of  augmention.  She  died  poflefled  of  the  caftle,  ma- 
nors, and  eftates  of  Hever,  in  the  4th  and  ^th  year  of 
king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  when  they  reverted  again 
to  the  crown,  where  diey  continued  but  a fhoit  time, 
for  they  were  fold  that  year,  by  commiffioners  autho- 
rifed  for  this  purpofe,  to  Sir  Edward  Waldegrave  and 
dame  Frances  his  wife;  foon  after  which  the  park 
feenis  to  have  have  been  difparked. 

This  family  of  Waldegrave,  antiently  written  Wal- 
grave,  is  fo  named  from  a place,  called  Walgrave,  in 
the  county  of  Northampton,  at  which  one  of  them 
was  refident  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  whofe  defcend- 
ants  afterwards  fettled  in  Effex,  and  bore  for  their 
arms.  Per  pale  argent  and  gules.  Warine  de  Walgrave 
is  the  firft  of  them  mentioned,  whofe  fon,  John  de 
Walgrave,  was  fheriff  of  London,  in  the  yth  year  of 
king  John’s  reign,  whofe  diredt  defcendaiit  was  Sir 
Edward  Waldegrave,  who  purchafed  this  eftate,  as 
before  mentioned."*  He  had  been  a principal  officer 
of  the  houfehold  to  the  princefs  Mary  ; at  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  he  incurred  the 
king’s  difpleafure  much  by  his  attachment  to  her  in- 
tereft,  and  was  clofely  imprifoned  in  the  Tower ; 
but  the  king’s  death  happening  foon  afterwards,  queen 
Mary  amply  recompenfed  his  fufferings  by  the  con- 
tinued marks  of  her  favour  and  bounty,  which  fhe 
conferred  on  him  ; and  in  the  4th  and  5th  years  of 
that  reign,  he  obtained,  as  above  mentioned,  on  very 
eafy  terms,  the  caftle  and  manors  of  Hever  Cobham 
and  Brocas ; and  befides  being  employed  by  the  queen 
continually  in  commiffions  of  truft  and  importance, 
had  many  grants  of  lands  and  other  favours  beftowed 
on  him.  But  on  the  death  of  queen  Mary,  in  1558, 
he  was  divefted  of  all  his  employments,  and  commit- 
ted prifoner  to  the  Tower,"  where  he  died  in  the  3d 

MSS.  pedigree  of  Waldegrave.  There  arefeveral  pedigrees 
of  this  family  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  Britifli  mufeum. 

" Coll.  Peer.  vol.  v.  p.  89,  etfeq.  Morant’s  Effex,  p.  182. 
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year  of  queen  Elizabeth.  He  left  two  fons,  Charles, 
his  heir;  and  Nicholas,  anceftor  to  thofe  of  Boreley, 
in  Effex  ; and  feveral  daughters. 

Charles  Waldegrave  fucceeded  his  father  in  his 
efhates  in  this  parilh  ; whole  Ton  Edward  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood  at  Greenwich,  in  1607,  and 
though  upwards  of  feventy  years  of  age,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  civil  wars,  yet  he  nobly  took  arms  in 
the  king’s  defence,  and  having  the  command  of  a 
regiment  of  horfe,  behaved  fo  bravely,  that  he  had 
conferred  on  him  the  dignity  of  a baronet,  in  1 643 ; 
after  which  he  continued  to  a<5t  with  great  courage  in 
the  feveral  attacks  againft  the  parliamentary  forces, 
in  which  time  he  loft  two  of  his  fons,  and  fuffered  in 
his  eftate  to  the  value  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 

His  great  grandfon.  Sir  Henry  Waldegrave,  iq 
1686,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  II.  was  created 
a peer,  by  the  title  of  baron  Waldegrave  of  Chewton, 
in  Somerfetlhire,  and  had  feveral  offices  of  truft  con- 
ferred on  him  ; but  on  the  Revolution  he  retired  in- 
to France,  and  died  at  Paris,  in  1689.°  He  married 
Henrietta,  natural  daughter  of  king  James  II.  by 
Arabella  Churchill,  lifter  of  John  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough, by  whom  he  had  James,  created  earl  of  Wal- 
degrave in  the  3d  year  of  king  George  II.  who,  in 
the  year  1715,  conveyed  the  caftle  and  thefe  manors 
to  Sir  William  Hurnfreys,  bart.  who  that  year  was  lord 
mayor  of  the  city  of  London.  He  was  of  Barking, 
in  Eflex,  and  had  been  created  a baronet  in  1714. 
He  was  defcended  from  Nathaniel  Hurnfreys,  citizen 
of  London,  the  fecond  fon  of  William  ap  Humfrey, 
of  Montgomery,  in  North  Wales,  and  bore  for  his 
arms  two  coats,  garter ly^  ift  and  fable ^ livo  nags 

heads  erafed  argent ; 2d  and  3d,  per  pale  or  and  gules ^ 
two  lions  rampant  endorfed^  counterchanged. 

° Manufcript  pedigree  of  Waldegrave.  Collins’s  Peerage,  laft 
edit.  vol.  iii.  p.  98,  et  feq. 
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He  died  in  *735,  leaving  by  his  firft  wife,  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  William  Wintour,  of  Gloucefter- 
(hire,  an  only  fon  and  heir.  Sir  Orlando  Humfreys, 
bart.  who  died  in  1737?  having  had  by  Ellen,  his 
wife,  only  child  of  colonel  Robert  Lancaibire,  three 
fons  and  two  daughters;  two  of  the  Ions  died  young; 
Robert,  the  fecond  and  only  furviving  fon,  had  the 
caftle  and  manors  of  Hever  Cobham  and  Brocas,  and 
• died  before  his  father  poffefled  of  them,  as  appears  by 
his  epitaph,  in  1736,  zetat.  28. 

On  Sir  Orlando’s  death  his  two  daughters  became 
his,  as  well  as  their  brother’s,  coheirs,  of  whom  Ma- 
ry, the  eldefl,  had  three  hufbands;  firft,  William  Ball 
Waring,  of  Dunfton,  in  Berkfhire,  who  died  in  1 746, 
without  iflue;  fecondly,  John  Honywood,  efq.  fe- 
cond brother  of  Richard,  of  Mark’s-hall,  who  like- 
wife  died  without  iflue,  in  1748;  andlaftly,  Thomas 
Gore,  efq.  uncle  to  Charles  Gore,  efq.  M.  P.  for 
Hertfordfhire;  which  latter  had  married,  in  1741, 
Ellen  Wintour,  the  only  daughter  of  Sir  Orlando 
Humfreys,  above  mentioned. 

They,  with  their  hufbands,  in  1745,  joined  in  the 
fale  of  Hever-caftle  and  the  manors  of  Hever  Cob- 
ham  and  Hever  Brocas,  to  Timothy  Waldo.  He 
was  defeended  from  Thomas  Waldo,  of  Lyons,  in 
France,  one  of  the  firft  who  publicly  oppofed  the 
doftrines  of  the  church  of  Rome,  of  whom  there  is 
a full  account  in  the  Atlas  Geograph,  vol.  ii.  and 
in  Moreland’s  Hiftory  of  the  Evangelical  Churches 
of  Piedmont.  One  of  his  defendants,  in  the  reign 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  to  efcape  the  perfecution  of  the 
duke  D’Alva,  came  over  to  England,  where  he  and 
his  defendants  afterwards  fettled,  who  bore  for  their 
arms,  Urgent  a bend  azure^  between  three  leopards  heads 
of  the  fecond  ; of  whom,  in  king  Charles  II. ’s  reign, 
there  were  three  brothers,  the  eldeft  of  whom,  Ed- 
ward, was  knighted,  and  died  without  mile  iffue, 
leaving  two  daughters  his  coheirs  j the  eldeft  of  whom, 

Grace, 


/. 
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Grace,  married  fir(l  Sir  Nicholas  Wolftenholme,  hart, 
and  fecondly,  William  lord  Hunfdon,  but  died  witli- 
out  illue  by  either  of  them,  in  1729.  The  fecond 
of  Harrow,  in  Middlefex;  and  Timothy, 
the  third,  was  an  eminent  merchant  of  London, 
whole  grandfons  were  Edward,  who  was  of  South 
Lambeth,  efq  and  died  in  1783,  leaving  only  one 
daughter;  and  Timotliy,  of  Clapham,  efquire!  the 
purchaler  of  this  eftate,as  above  mentioned,  who  was 
afterwards  knighted,  and  died  poffelTed  of  it,  with 

near  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  round  it,  in  1786- 

C^dierine  Wakefield,  by 
whom  he  left  an  only  daughter  and  heir,  married  to 
George  Medley,  efq.  of  Suflex,  lady  Waldo  furvivin» 
him  IS  at  this  time  intitled  to  it.  ^ 

The  caftle  is  entire,  and  in  good  condidon:  it  has 
a moat  round  it,  formed  by  the  river  Eden,  over 
which  there  is  a draw  bridge,  leading  to  the  grand 
entrance,  m the  gate  of  which  diere  is  yet  a^port 
culhs,  within  is  a quadrangle,  round  which  are  the 
offices,  and  a great  hall  j at  the  upper  end  of  which 
above  a ftep,  is  a large  oak  table,  as  ufual  in  former 
imes.  The  great  ftair  cafe  leads  up  to  feveral  cham- 
bers and  to  the  long  gallery,  the  cieling  of  which  is 
much  ornaruented  with  foliage  in  ffiucco ; the  rooms 
are  alb  wainfcotted  with  fmall  oaken  pannels,  un- 
pain  e . On  one  fide  of  the  gallery  is  a recefs,  with 
an  alcent  of  two  fteps,  and  one  feat  in  it,  with  two 

ten  or  twelve  perfons, 
which,  by  tradition,  was  uled  as  a throne,  when  king 
Henry  VIII.  vifited  the  caftle.  At  the  upper  end  of 
the  pllery,  on  one  fide  of  a large  window,  there  is 
m the  floor  a kind  of  trap  door,  which,  when  opened, 

1 covers  a narrow  and  dark  deep  defcent,  which  is 

ftill  ^bis  day  is 

ftill  called  the  dungeon.  In  a clofet,  in  one  of  the 

towers,  tne  window  of  which  is  now  flopped  up 

ere  is  an  adjoining  chamber,  in  which  queen  Anne 

bJulleyn  is  faid  to  have  been  confined  after  her  dif- 

• t)  3 grace. 
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grace.  The  entrance  to  this  clofet,  from  the  cham- 
ber, is  now  by  a fmall  door,  which  at  that  time  was 
a fecret  Aiding  pannel,  and  is  yet  called  Anne  Bul- 
leyn’s  pannel. 

In  the  windows  of  Hever-caftle  are  thefe  arms  j 
Argent y three  buckles  gules ^ within  the  garter -y  a Ihield 
of  four  coats,  Hozvardy  Brother  tony  WarreUy  and  Mow- 
bray y argent  three  buckles  gules ; a Ihield  of  eight  coats, 
viz.  BulleyHy  Hooy  St.  Ornery  MalmainSy  JVickingham, 
St.  Legery  Wallop,  and  Ormond ; and  one,  per  pale 
argent  and  gules y for  Waldegrave.^ 

It  is  reported,  that  when  Henry  VIII.  with  his  at- 
tendants, came  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  within  fight  of 
the  caftle,  he  ufed  to  wind  his  bugle  horn,  to  give 
notice  of  his  approach. 

There  was  a court  baron  conftantly  held  for  each 
of  the  above  manors  till  within  thefe  forty  years,  but 
at  prefent  there  is  only  one,  both  manors  being  now 
efteemed  but  as  one,  the  circuit  of  which,  over  the 
neighbouring  parifhes,  is  very  extenfive. 

Seyli  ARDS  is  an  eftate  here  which  extends  itfelf  into 
the  parilhes  of  Brafted  and  Eatonbridge,  but  the  man- 
fion  of  it  is  in  this  parifh,  and  was  the  antient  feat  of 
the  Seyliards,  who  afterwards  branched  out  from  hence 
into  Brafted,  Eatonbridge,  Chidingftone,  and  Boxley, 
in  this  county. 

The  firft  of  this  name,  who  is  recorded  to  have  pof* 
fefled  this  place,  was  Ralph  de  Seyliard,  who  refided 
here  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen. 

Almerick  de  Eiireux,  earl  of  Gloucefter,  who  lived 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  demifed  lands  to  Mar- 
tin at  Seyliard,  and  other  lands,  called  Hedinden,  to 
Richard  Seyliard,  both  of  whom  were  fons  of  Ralph  at 
Seyliard,  and  the  latter  of  them  was  anceftor  to  thofe 
feated  here  and  at  Delaware,  in  Brafted.’ 

p See  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  ii.  p.  1050.  Brook’s  Errors,  p.  9. 

? MSS.  pedigree  of  Seyliai-d  j and  Philipott,  p.  137. 
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This  place  continued  in  his  defcendants  till  Sir  Tho. 
Seyliard  of  Delaware,  paffed  it  away  to  John  Petley, 
cfq.  who  alienated  it  to  Sir  Multon  Lambarde,  of  Se- 
venoke,  and  he  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1758;  and  it  is 
now  the  property  of  his  grandfon,  Multon  Lambarde, 
of  Sevenoke,  efq. 

CHARITIES. 

A PERSON  gave,  but  who  or  when  is  unknown,  but  which  has 
time  out  of  mind  been  diftributed  among  the  poor  of  this  parifli, 
the  fum  of  los.  yearly,  to  be  paid  out  of  land  veiled  in  the  church- 
wardens, and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

The  Rev.  John  Fetter  gave  by  will,  about  1661,  the  fum 
of  los.  yearly,  to  be  paid  for  the  benefit  of  poor  farmers  only,  out 
of  land  veiled  in  the  reftor,  the  heirs  of  Wm.  Douglafs,  and  the 
heirs  of  Francis  Bowty,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

The  Rev.  George  Borraston,  re£lor,  and  feveral  of  the 
parilhioners,  as  appears  by  a writing  dated  in  1693,  purchafed, 
with  money  arifing  from  feveral  bequells,  the  names  of  the  donors 
unknown,  except  that  of  William  Falkner,  to  which  the  pa- 
rilhioners added  1 5I.  a piece  of  land,  the  rent  to  be  diftributed 
yearly  among  the  poor  of  the  parilh,  veiled  in  the  re<ftor  and 
churchwardens,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  31*  t2s. 

Rev.  Thomas  Lancaster,  reftor,  gave  by  will  in  1714,  for 
buying  good  books  for  the  poor,  and  in  cafe  books  are  not  want- 
ing for  the  fchooling  of  poor  children  at  the  difcretion  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  part  of  a policy  on  lives,  which  was  exchanged  for  a fum 
of  money  paid  by  his  executor,  being  20I.  veiled  in  the  minifter 

and  churchwardens.  _ , r i* 

Sir  Timothy  Waldo  gave  by  will  in  1786,  500I.  confoli- 
dated  3 per  cent.  Bank  Annuities,  one  moiety  of  the  intereft  of 
which  to  be  applied  for  the  placing  of  fome  poor  boy  of  the  pa- 
rifti  apprentice  to  a farmer,  or  fome  handicraft  trade,  or  to  the 
fea  fervice,  or  in  cloathing  fuch  poor  boy  during  his  apprentice- 
fliip,  and  in  cale  no  fuch  poor  boy  can  be  found,  this  moiety  to 
be  diftributed  among  fuch  of  the  induftrious  poor  who  do  not  re- 
ceive alms.  The  other  moiety  to  be  laid  out  in  buying  and  diftri- 
butinc^  flannel  waiftcoats,  or  ftrong  llioes,  or  warm  ftockings, 
among  fuch  of  the  induftrious  or  aged  poor  perfons  inhabiting 
within  this  parifli,  as  do  not  receive  alms,  veiled  in  the  Salters 
Company. 

Hever  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a pe  • 
culiar  of  the  archbiHiop,  is  as  fuch  within  the  deanry 
of  Shoreham.  The  church,  which  Hands  at  the  eaft  * 


200  SOMERDEN  HUNDRED. 

end  of  the  village,  is  a fmall,  but  neat  building,  con- 
fifting  of  one  ifle  and  two  chancels,  having  a hand- 
fome  fpire  at  the  weft  end  of  it.  It  is  dedicated  to 
Sr.  Peter. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing ; — In  the  ijle  is  a grave-ftone,  on  which  is  the  figure  of  a wo- 
man, and  infcription  in  black  letter  in  brafs,  for  Margaret,  wife 
of  William  Cheyne,  obt.  1419,  arms,  a fefs  wavy  between  three 
crefcents. — In  the  chancel^  a memorial  for  Robert  Humfreys,  efq. 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Heaver,  only  fon  and  heir  of  Sir  Orlando 
Humfreys,  bart.  of  Jenkins,  in  Efiex,  obt.  1736.  Againft  the 
wall  is  a brafs  plate,  with  the  figure  of  a man  kneeling  at  a delk, 
and  infcription  in  black  letter  for  William  Todde,  fchoolmafter 
to  Charles  Waldegrave,  efq.  obt.  1585. — In  the  north  chancel,  an 
altar  tomb,  with  the  figure  on  it  at  large  in  brafs,  of  Sir  Thomas 
Bullen,  knight  of  the  garter,  earl  of  Wilcher  and  earl  of  Or- 

munde,  obt.  1538.  A fmall  flab  with  a brafs  plate,  for 

Bullayen,  the  fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Bullayen.— /«  the  belfry,  a ftone 
with  a brafs  plate,  and  infcription  in  black  letter  in  French,  for 
John  de  Cobham,  efquire,  obt.  1399,  and  dame  Johane,  damede 
Leukenore  his  wife,  and  Renaud  their  fon  ; near  the  above  is  an 
antient  altar  tomb  for  another  of  that  name,  on  which  is  a fliield 
of  arms  in  brafs,  or,  on  a chevron,  three  eagles  difplayed,  a ftar 
in  the  dexter  point.  Thefe  were  the  arms  of  this  branch  of  the 
Cobhams,  of  Sterborough-caftle.'' 

This  church  is  a redory,  the  advowfon  of  which 
belonged  to  the  priory  of  Combwell,  in  Goudhurft, 
and  came  to  the  crown  with  the  reft  of  its  pofleffions 
at  the  time  of  the  furrendry  of  it,  in  the  yth.  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  in  confequence  of  the  ad  paffed 
that  year  for  the  furrendry  of  all  religious  houfes,  un- 
der the  clear  yearly  revenue  of  two  hundred  pounds. 
Soon  after  w'hich  this  advowfon  was  granted,  with  the 
feite  of  the  priory,  to  Thomas  Colepeper,  but  he  did 
not  long  polfels  it ; and  it  appears,  by  the  Efcheat 
Rolls,  to  have  come  again  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  was  granted  by  the  king,  in  his  34th  year, 
to  Sir  John  Gage,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fer- 
vice  ; who  exchanged  it  again  with  Tho.  Colepeper, 

''  See  the  mon.  and  inferip.  more  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roft'.  p.  892. 
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to  confirm  which  an  aft  pafled  the  year  after.’  His 
fon  and  heir,  Alexander  Colepeper,  had  pofleffion 
granted  of  fundry  premifes,  among  which  was  the 
advowfon  of  Hever,  held  in  capite  by  knights  fervice, 
in  the  3d  and  4th  years  of  king  Philip  and  queen 
Mary ; the  year  after  which  it  was,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  granted  to  Sir  Edward  Waldegrave,  to  hold  by 
the  like  tenure. 

Charles  Waldegrave,  efq.  in  the  12th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  alienated  this  advowfon  to  John  Leonard, 
efq.  of  Chevening,.and  being  entailed  to  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  laft  will  of  Sampfon  Leonard,  efq.  his  eldefb  fbn, 
under  the  word  hereditament  it, and  it  beingan 

advowfon  in  grofs,  was  never  difentailed  by  Henry, 
Richard,  or  Francis,  lords  Dacre,  his  defcendants,  fo 
that  it  came  to  Thomas  lord  Dacre, fon  of  the  laft  men- 
tioned Francis,  lord  Dacre,  afterwards  earl  ofSuflex, 
in  1673,  and  at  length  foie  heir  male  of  the  defcend- 
ants  of  John  Leonard,  efq.  of  Chevening,  above  men- 
tioned ; and  the  fame  trial  was  had  for  the  claim  of 
a moiety  of  it,  at  the  Qiieen’s-bench  bar,  as  for  the 
reft  of  the  earl’s  eftates,  and  a verdidh  then  obtained 
in  his  favour,  as  has  been  already  fully  mentioned  be- 
fore, under  Chevening. 

The  earl  ofSuflex  died  pofTefled  of  it  in  1715,* 
whofe  twm  daughters,  his  coheirs,  on  their  father’s 
death  became  entitled  to  this  advowfon,  and  a few 
years  afterw'ards  alienated  the  fame. 

It  then  became  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Geo. 
Lewis,  as  it  has  fince  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hamlin,  w'hofe 
daughter  marrying  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nott,  of  Little 
Horfted,  in  Suflex,  he  is  now  intitled  to  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church 
of  Heure  was  valued  at  fifteen  marcs. 

’ Ads  in  the  Rolls  chapel.  Bundle  of  Certiorari. 

‘ See  Chevening.  Ed.  Thef.  p.  387. 
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By  virtue  of  a commijjion  of  enquiry,  taken  by  order 
of  the  ftate,  in  1 650,  ilTuing  out  of  chancery,  it  was 
returned,  that  Hever  was  a parfonage,  with  a houfe, 
and  twelve  acres  of  glebe  land,  which,  with  the  tithes, 
were  worth  feventy-feven  pounds  per  annum,  mafter 
John  Fetter  being  then  incumbent,  and  receiving  the 
profits,  and  that  Francis  lord  Dacre  was  donor  of  it." 

This  reftory  was  valued,  in  1747,  at  183I.  per  an- 
num, as  appears  by  the  particulars  then  made  for  the 
fale  of  it. 

It  is  valued,  in  the  king’s  books,  at  15I.  17s.  3fd. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  los.  S^d.  It  is  now  of 
the  yearly  value  of  about  200I. 

The  priory  of  Combwell,  in  Goudhurft,  was  en- 
dowed by  Robert  de  Thurnham,  the  founder  of  that 
houfe,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  with  his  tithe 
of  Linchefliele  and  fundry  premifes  in  this  parifh, 
for  which  the  religious  received  from  the  reftor  of  this 
church  the  annual  fum  of  43s.  4d. 

CHURCH  OF  HE  HER. 

PATRONS, 

Or  ^ w/iom  Jirefented,  RECTORS. 

William  de  Bradejiede,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  1." 

John  Fetter,  in  1650,  ejected  in 
1662.'' 

Nurje. 

George  Borajion,  A.  M.  in  1670, 
obt.  1700.’' 

Thomas  Lancajler,  in  i 700,  obt. 
1714. 

George  Lewis,  A.  M.  1714,  obt. 

1771-' 

Stafford  New,  1771.  Prefent 
reftor. 

» Pari.  Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xlx.  y His  father  was  minifter  of  Bewdr 

'r  He  was  indifted  for  homicide  in  ley,  in  Worcefterlhire,  where  he  was 
the  iter  of  J.  de  Berwick,  and  acquit-  born.  See  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  Fafti, 
ted.  Reg.  Chrift  ch.  Cant.  Cart.  301.  p.  107. 

■*  He  was  ejefted  by  the  Bartholo-  » Alfo  vicar  of  Weflerham. 
mew  a£t.  Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter. 
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COWDEN. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Hever  lies  Cowden,  at 
the  extremity  of  this  county  adjoining  to  Suflfex.  It 
is  called  in  the  Textus  RoffenftSy  Cudena. 

This  parish,  wholly  within  the  Weald,  lies  at  the 
confines  of  this  county,  adjoining  to  Suflex  fouthward, 
from  which  it  is  parted  by  a ftream  of  the  Medway, 
which  comes  from  one  of  its  four  principal  heads, 
which  rifes  at  Gravely-hill  in  that  county,  whence  di- 
refting  its  courfe  eaftward  along  the  fouthern  bounds 
of  this  parifli,  it  joins  the  principal  ftream  of  it  at 

Penfhurft.  . , , 1 u • 

The  parifli  of  Cowden  is  but  little  known,  being 

fituated  in  a deep  foil  of  clay,  very  wet  and  miry. 
The  village,  having  the  church  on  the  eaft  fide,  itands 
on  a rife,  though  at  a fmall  diftance  only  from  the  river, 
which  here  forms  an  elbow  round  the  fotith  fide  or  it, 
where  it  turns  a corn-mill  i clofe  to  the  river  about  a 
mile  from  hence  is  the  Moat -farm,  and  about  halt  a 
mile  weft  ward  that  now  called  the  Wood,  both  de- 
feribed  hereafter,  and  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  latter 
is  Cowden-furnace.  A fmall  quantity  of  land,  an 
two  houfes  in  this  parifli,  were  in  Kilburne’s  time,”  re- 
puted to  lie  within  the  hundred  of  Axftane,  but  more 
probably  in  that  of  Ruxley,  as  being  perhaps  a fmall 
part  of  the  borough  of  Linkhill,  parcel  of  that  hundred. 
A fair  is  held  here  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen, 
now  on  the  fecond  of  Auguft,  for  cattle  and  pedlary 

' ware.  r 

The  manor  of  Cowden,  now  called  the  manor  ot 

Lewifham,  was  antiently  part  ot  the  pofleifions  of  A g- 
nes de  Montacute,  who  made  a gift  of  all  her  demefne 
in  Cuden,  and  in  Hertfield,  in  Suflex,  together  with 

Kilburne’s  Survey,  p.  62. 
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her  capital  mefluage,  and  their  appurtenances,  to  the' 
prior  and  convent  of  Michelham,  in  SulTex,  being  ai 
priory  of  Black  Canons,  founded  by  Gilbert  de  Aqlla,, 
m the  beginning  of  t^he  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  to. 

theHol.vTrinity,‘'whorepoireffionsinthisplace4reauo-.. 

mented  by  the  further  donation  of  Sir  Walter  de  Let- 
ton,  and  Gunnora  his  wife,  who  gave  them  all  his  land 
called  Greggehond,  in  Cuden,  and  he  confirmed  the 
grant  of  t lofe  poffeffions,  which  lay  within  his  fee  in 
Cuden,  which  they  had  of  the  gift  of  Agnes  de  Monte- 
cnte,  as  above-mentioned,  and  that  they  Ihould  be  for 
ever  freed  from  the  fuit  of  court,  which  the  land  was 
accuftomed  to  make  at  his  court  at  Tiches  tdl 

which  were  confirmed  to  the  prior  and  convent,  by  a 
the't^h  yelfj  rrfigm 

This  priory  was  diflblved  before  the  -gth  vear  of 
king  Henry  yill.  and  the  poffeffions  of  itln  this  of 
nn,  among  the  reft  of  its  eftates,  given  up  to  , he  kin" 
who  the  fame  year  granted  them  to  Thomas  loM 

Cromwell,  and  he  foon  afterwards  exchanged  tirrn 
With  the  crown,  from  whence  th^v  arv  • 

year  of  that  reign.  For  the  kino-  r m 

virp  by  Cromwell  s ad- 

' btruded  many  of  the  eftates,  late  belonoinff  to 
he  monafteries,  upon  the  nobles  and  others  °in^ex 

’’  Tan.  Mon,  p.  ^62. 
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Winton,  among  other  premifes,  the  manor  of  Cowden^ 
with  Its  appurtenances,  late  belonging  to  the  priory  of 
Michelliam,  and  parcel  of  the  poflefTions  of  the  earl  of 
Anindel;  and  all  lands,  called  Warefeld  and  Ware- 
mead,  as  they  lay  together  at  the  fouthern  part  of  the 

in  Cowden,  late  in  the  tenure 
‘ whofe  anceftor  Thomas 

VVickenden  had  given  them  to  the  priory  j to  hold/;/ 
captte  by  knights  fervice. 

They  feem  to  have  joined  in  the  fale  of  this  eftate 
to  William  Wickenden,  whofe  grandfon,  in  the  rebn 
of  king  Charles  I.  died  poUelTed  of  it,  leavino-  at  his 
deceafe  two  Tons,  who  divided  this  eftate  between 
them.  One  of  them  alienated  his  moiety  to  Aftidown 
from  which  family  it  was  bequeathed  by  will  to  Pio-, 
gott,  in  which  name  it  defcended  to  Nicholas  Pic^c^oft 
from  which  name  it  pafted  to  Mr.  John  Drivert  who 
fold  It  to  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  the  prefent  pofleftbr 

The  other  moiety,  which  remained  in  the  name  of 
V\ickenden,  pafted  afterwards  from  thence  into  that 
ofBalTett;  the  laft  of  whom,  Mr.  Michael  Baftett 
left  three  daughters  and  coheirs,  one  of  whom  married 
Mr.  John  Burgefs,  and  entitled  him  to  it.  Robert 
Burgefs,  efq.  afterwards  died  poftefted  of  it  in  1704 
and  his  widow  Mrs.  Sarah  Burgefs  having  re-married 
James  Harbroc,  efq.  he  is  now  become  the  owner  of  it. 

There  was  antiently  a court-baron  held  for  this 
manor,  which  has  been  difufed  for  a great  many  years. 

Cowden  Leighton  is  a manor  here,  which  had 
antiently  owners  of  the  furname  of  Leighton,  who  were 
liicceeded  in  the  polTeffion  of  it  by  the  Cobhams,-  of 
' Sterborough."  ^ 

Reginald,  lord  Cobham,  in  the  r4th  year  of  kine 
Edward  III.  procured  a grant  of  free-warren  within 
nislordlhip  of  Cowden  Leighton,  among  others, In 
whofe  defeendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  Thomas 
Cobham,  who  died  polTeftfed  of  it  in  the  1 1 th  year  of 

‘ Philipott,  p,  125,  Addenda.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  67. 

king 
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king  Edward  IV.  leaving  an  only  daughter  and  heir, 
Anne/  who  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Bo- 
rough, of  Gainlborougli,  in  Lincolnfliire,  whofe  defcen-- 
dant,  Sir  Thomas  Borough,  lord  Burgh,  having  ex- 
pended vaft  fums  in  the  fervice  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
was  neceffitated  to  alienate  this  manor  to  Henry  Streat- 
feild,  efq.  and  Richard  Streatfeild  his  fon,  after  whofe* 
deaths  it  was,  by  deed,  and  a recovery  in  the  1 5th  year 
of  king  James,  fettled  upon  Thomas  Streatfeild,  the 
youngeft  of  the  three  fons  of  Richard  above-mentioned. 
He  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  1628,  without  heirs  male; 
fo  that  his  four  daughters,  Frances,  married  to  Mr. 
John  Shefferden,  Jane,  to  Edward  Taylor;  Dorothy, 
to  Edward  Powel,  and  Anne,  firft  to  William  Stanley, 
and  fecondly  to  Samuel  Dillingham,  became  his  co- 
heirs, and  they  and  their  heirs  at  feveral  times  con- 
veyed their  refpeftive  interefts  in  it  by  fale  to  Henry 
Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Highftreet-houfe,  in  Chidingftone, 
cldeft  fon  of  Richard,  and  great  grandfon  of  Richard, 
firft  above-mentioned,  by  Henry  his  eldeft  fon. 

H is  defeendant,  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  High- 
ftreet-houfe, in  Chidingftone,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in 
1762,  whofe  eldeft  fon,  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  now 
of  Highftreet  houfe,  is  the  prefent  pofTeffor  of  it. 

There  is  a manor  in  this  parifh  called  St.  John’s, 
alias  the  Manor  of  St.  John  of  Jerufaleniy  moft- pro- 
bably as  having  once  belonged  to  the  Knights  of  that 
order.  This  manor  has  for  many  years  had  the  fame 
owners  as  that  of  Stangrave,  alias  Eatonbridge,  and 
as  fuch  it  is  now  with  the  antient  manfion  of  Crittenden, 
in  the  pofleffion  of  Mrs.  Sophia  Streatfeild,  the  widow 
of  Thomas  Streatfeild,  of  Oxfted,  efq.®  - 

The  Moat,  alias  Cosins,  is  a manor  and  antient 
feat  in  Cowden,  fituated  near  the  banks  of  the  river, 
which  was  for  many  generations  owned  by  a family  of 
the  name  of  Cofin,  or  Cofins,  moft  probably  defeended 

^ See  Chidingftone.  * See  Eatonbridge. 
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out  of  Norfolk,  where  this  family  was  formerly  of 
fome  eminence. 

This  eftate  continued  fo  long  in  their  poflefTion,  that 
they  affixed  their  name  to  it;  but  in  the  3 2d  year  of 
king  Henry  VI.  William  Cofin  who  gave  for  his  arms. 
Azure,  a lion  rampant,  gutte  de  fa'^g,  crozvned  or,  alie- 
nated it  to  William  Hextal,  William  and  Nicholas 
Gainsford.  The  former  of  whom,  in  the  5th  year  of 
king  Edward  IV.  conveyed  all  his  intereft  in  it  to  Wil- 
liam Gainsford,  efq.  defcended  of  a family  feated  at 
Crowhurft,  in  Surry,  before  the  Norman  conqueft,  in 
which  pariffi  are  the  memorials  of  the  interment  of 
many  of  them  ; feveral  cf  whom  were  IherifFs  of  that 
county,  and  juftices  of  the  peace,  from  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VI. 

Thole  of  this  name,  owners  of  Cofins,  were  a younger 
branch  of  thofe  at  Crowhurft,  and  bore  the  fame  arms, 
Argent,  a chevron  gules,  between  three  greyhounds  currant 
fable,  collared  or^  The  defendants  of  William  Gains- 
ford continued  poflefibrs  of  it  till  the  year  1720,  when 
Thomas  Gainsford,  efq.  died  polTefled  of  it ; foon  after 
which  his  heirs  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Mr.  John  Wood- 
gate,  of  Somerhill,  in  Tunbridge,  whofe  fon,  the  re- 
verend Mr.  Francis  Woodgate,  redlor  of  Mountfield, 
in  Suflex,  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Waystrode,  otherwife  called  M'^ejiwood,  and  now 
moft  commonly  the  wood,  is  an  eftate  here,  fituated 
about  half  a mile  north-weftward  from  the  church, 
which  was  formerly  accounted  a manor.  It  had  an- 
ticntly  owners  of  the  name  of  Wayftrode,  who  conti- 
nued in  pofleffion  of  it  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  and  then  it  was  alienated  to  May  ; 
from  which  name  it  was  again  fold,  at  the  latter  end 
of  it,  to  Still ; in  whofe  defendants  it  continued  to  Mr. 
Richard  Still,  who  refided  here;  his  only  daughter  and 

*'  Aubrey’s  Antiq.  of  Surry,  p.  xxxiv.  et  feq.  and  vol.  ii,  p. 
176,  and  vol.  iii.  p.  37,  47.  62. 
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heir  carried  it  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Dyke,  of  Burwafh, 
in  Suflex,  on  whofe  death  it  defcended  to  their  only  fon 
and  heir,  Ricliard  Still  Dyke,  efq.  who  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Jordan,  of  Burwafh, 
who  furviving  her  hufband,  is  now  by  his  will  intitled 
to  the  prefent  pofTeffion  of  it. 

The  college  of  Lingfield,  in  Surry,  held  an  eftate  in 
this  parifh,  called  Cold  Alleyns^  which  king  Henry  VIII. 
in  his  36th  year,  granted  to  Thomas  Cawarden,  to 
hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice. 

CHARITIES. 

John  Pelsett  gave  by  will  in  1602,  the  fum  of  20s.  yearly, 
to  be  paid  half  yearly  out  of  land,  and  to  be  diftributed  to  the 
poor  people  of  this  pari fli,  by  the  minifter  and  churchwardens, 
forever,  veiled  in  Mr.  Cary  Saunders,  of  Croydon,  the  owner 
of  the  eftate,  and  of  that  annual  profit. 

Edward  Cripps  and  Edward  Knight,  Richard  Tur- 
ner and  Thomas  Wickenden,  churchwardens  and  overfeers 
of  this  parilh,  in  1665,  for  the  fum  of  50s.  bought  by  deed  made  to 
them,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  an  alms-houle,  now  five  cot- 
tages, inhabited  by  five  poor  families,  w’ho  pay  no  rent,  now 
veiled  in  the  parilli  officers  above-mentioned. 

CowDEN  is  within  the  ecclesiastic.^l  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  is  a fmall  mean  building,  has  a 
handfome  fpire,  and  Hands  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
village.  It  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it,  in  the  chancel^ 
are  memorials  for  the  Knights,  Harbys,  and  Aynfcombes  ; on  the 
fouth  fide  is  a memorial  for  Thomas  Aynfcombe,  reftof  of  this 
parilli,  obt.  April  16,  1668  ; another  for  Edward  Harby,  L.  L.  B.  , 
redlor  of  this  parilli,  obt.  May  22-,  1761,  set.  61. ‘ ' 

This  church  is  a redlory,  the  advowfon  of  which  was 
granted,  among  other  premifes,  by  king  Edward  VI. 
in  his  fourth  year,  to  Ralph  Fane,  to  hold  in  capite  by 

‘ See  the  monuments  and  memorials  at  large  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  911.' 
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knight’s  fervice/  in  which  name  it  remained  in  the  7 th 
year  of  king  James  I.  foon  after  which,  it  was  alienated 
to  Sir  Robert  Sidney,  lord  Sidney,  of  Penfhurft,  vif- 
coiint  Line,  afterwards  created  earl  of  Leicefter,  in 
vvhofe  defcendants  it  continued  down  to  Jofceline  Sid- 
ney, earl  of  Leicefter,  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1743, 
without  lawful  iffne,  and  by  his  will  bequeathed  it, 
among  his  ocher  eftates,  to  his  natural  daughter,  Anne 
Sidney;  but  his  two  nieces  (daughters  and  coheirs  of 
colonel  Thomas  Sidney,  his  next  elder  brother.  Mar}’-, 
married  to  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  and  Elizabeth, 
to  William  Perry,  efq.)  claimed  his  eftates  in  this 
county,  as  his  coheirs,  by  virtue  of  an  entail  created  by 
the  marriage  fettlement  of  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter, 
father  of  the  earl,  in  1700  ; but  after  much  litigation, 
a compromife  was  entered  into  in  1746,  between  them, 
which  was  confirmed  by  a(5t  of  parliament,  by  which 
this  advowfon,  among  the  other  Kentifh  eftates,  was 
vefted  in  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard  and  Wm.  Perry,  elq. 

In  the  divifion  of  thefe  eftates,  the  advowfon  of  this 
church  was  part  of  that  moiety  allotted  to  Sir  Brown- 
low Sherard,  who  died  without  iftue ; after  which  his 
widow,  in  1758,  gave  it,  by  her  will,  to  Anne,  widow 
of  Sir  William  Yonge,  bare,  and  knight  of  the  Bath, 
for  life,  remainder  to  her  eldeft  fon.  Sir  George 
Yonge,  bart.  of  Efcot,  in  Devonlhire,  and  they  in 
1770,  joined  in  the  fale  of  the  patronage  of  this  church 
to  Thomas  Harvey,  efq.  of  I'unbridge,  w ho  died  in 
1779,  and  deviled  it  by  his  will  to  his  eldeft  fon  Tho- 
mas Harvey,  efq.  the  ore  fen  t patron  of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  King  Edward  I.  this  rectory  w’as 
valued  at  fifteen  marcs. ^ 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjion  of  eiK^tiiry,  taken  by  order 
of  the  ftate  in  1650,  iftliing  out  of  chancery,  it  was 
returned,  that  in  Cowden  there  was  a parfonage  houfe 
and  three  acres  of  glebe  land,  which,  with  the  tithes 

^ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an-  pt.  9.  ‘ Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  45^' 
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thereto  belonging,  were  worth  83I.  per  annum,  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Ayni'combe  was  then  incumbent,  and  the 
carl  of  Leicefter  patron. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  9I.  i8s.  i ild.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  19s.  loM.'" 


CHURCH  OF  COWDEH. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  'whom  Jirefented. 

Sidneys f Earls  of  Leicefer 


RECTORS. 

Thomas  fackjon^  A.  AI.  ol)t. 
1608. 

Thomas  Aynfeombe^  in  1650,  obt. 

April  16,  1668.“ 

Thomas  Cockman,  obt.  17*9* 
lUilliam  Egerton^  LL.  D.  inftit. 

Nov.  16,  1719-“ 

Ed'ward  Harbyy  LL.  B.  March 
1737,  obt.  May  22,  1761.'’ 
William  hloydy  1761,  obt.  Jan. 
1778. 

fohn  Francis,  A.  M.  Jan.  2r, 
1778,  refig.  1785.’ 

Thomas  Harvey,  LL.  B.  17^5’ 
Prefent  re£tor  and  patron. 


m EA.  Thef.  p,  3S3.  P He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

* He  lies  buried  in  this  church.  9 Now  fecond  tnafter  of  the  King’s 

o Afterwards  redtor  of  Penlhurll  and  fchool,  Canterbury,  vicar  of  VVilUlbo* 
A llhallows,  London ; chan,  and  preb.of  rough,  and  reftor  of  Orgarfwick. 
Hereford,  andpreb.  of  Canterbury. 


CHIDINGSTONE. 

' NORTH-EASTWARD  from  Cowden  lies  Chi- 
DiNGSTONE,  Called  in  the  fextus  Roffenfis,  Ciding- 

STANE. 

The  parish  of  Chidingstone  lies  below  the 
fand  hills,  and  confequently  in  the  diftridt  called  the 
Weald.  It  is  about  fix  miles  in  length  from  north  to 
fouth,  but  not  more  than  two  on  an  average  in  breadth; 
the  river  Eden  erodes  the  centre  of  it  towards  Penf- 
hurft,  where  it  joins  the  river  Medway.  Northward 
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of  tHs  ftream  tlie  country  is  very  much  covered  with 
wocif^,  among  them  are  fituated  Sharp’s-place,  Boar- 
place,  and  nearer  the  foot  of  the  hill,  Boar’s-hill, 
ufually  called  Bowfell-gate,  which  names,  among  many 
others  of  the  like  import  hereabouts,  certainly  took 
their  origin  from  the  wild  boars,  formerly  in  plenty  in 
thefe  parts.  About  a mile  fouthward  from'  the  Eden 
is  the  village  of  Chidingftone,  which  from  the  rife 
on  which  it  is  fituated  was  called  High-ftreet>  in  which 
is  the  feat  of  the  elder  branch  of  the  family  of  Streat- 
field,  called  Highjlreet-houje^  having  been  their  refi- 
dence  from  the  time  of  king  James  I.  as  it  is  now  of 
Henry  Streatfield,  efq.  The  face  of  the  country 
throughout  this  parifli  is  much  the  fame  as  thofe  laft 
defcribed,  within  the  Weald  the  foil  is  very  moift,  and 
in  general  a deep  ftrong  clay,  the  grounds  having  many 
fine  large  oaks  interfperfed  over  them,  and  in  the  broad 
hedge  rows  round  the  fields.  There  are  many  greens 
and  fmall  hamlets  in  different  parts  of  it,  as  Wick- ' 
hurft-green.  Bow-beach,  Hill-heath,  Carey’s-crols, 
Ranefley-heath,  and  others.  At  the  fouthern  bounds 
of  this  parifli  the  branch  of  the  river  Medway,  which 
rifes  at  Gravely  hill,  in  Sufiex,  direds  its  courfe  eaft- 
ward,  and  divides  the  two  counties. 

This  parish  was  formerly  divided  mto  two  manors^ 
which  were  diftinguiflied  from  each  other  by  the  addi- 
tion of  the  names  of  their  refpedive  owners.  The 
one  being  called  the  manor  of  Chidingftone  Cobhamy  and 
the  other,  the  manor  of  Chidingfone-Biirgherfo. 

The  manor  of  Chidingstone-cobham  was  part 
of  the  poffeffions  of  a younger  branch  of  the  Cobhams,  ^ 
of  Gobham,  in  this  county.  In  the  14th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  Reginald  de  Gobham  procured  a charter 
of  free  warren  in  all  the  demefne  lands  within  his  lord- 
fhip  of  Chedingftane  among  others.  He  was  fon  of 
Reginald  de  Gobham,  the  only  fon  of  John  de  Gob- 
ham, of  Gobham,  in  this  county,  by  his  fecond  wife 
Joane,  daughter  of  Hugh  de  Nevill,  by  Joane,  daugh- 
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ter  and  coheir  of  William  de  Hever.  Following  a 
military  life,  according  to  the  cuftomof  thofe  times,  he 
was  much  employed  by  king  Edward  III.  not  only  in 
his  wars  in  France,  but  as  a Ipecial  ambaflador  to  fo- 
reign ftates,  on  account  of  his  great  wifdom  and 
fidelity.^ 

He  was  more  than  once  conftituted  admiral  of  the 
king’s  fleet  from  the  Thames  mouth  weft  ward,  and  in 
the  30th  year  of  the  above  reign  was  with  the  king  in 
the  famous  battle  of  Poytiers,  where  the  Englilh  ob- 
tained a glorious  vi(5tory,  and  having  been  fummoned 
to  parliament  from  the  i6th  to  the  35th  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  he  died  of  the  peftilence  in  the  latter  year, 
being  then  polTelfed  of  this  manor  of  Chidingftone,  and 
leaving  Reginald,  his  fon  and  heir,  and  Joane,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Sir  Maurice  de  Berkeley,  furviving.  She 
died  in  the  43d  year  of  that  reign,  having  by  her  will 
ordered  her  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church-yard  of 
St.  Mary  Overy,  Southwark,  and  being  poflefled  at  the 
time  of  her  death  of  this  manor,  to  which  Reginald, 
her  fon  above-mentioned,  fucceeded. 

He  was  lord  of  Sterborough-caftle,  in  Surry,  from 
whence  this  branch  of  tlie  Cobham’s  was  henceforward 
called  Cobhams,  of  Sterborough.  They  bore  for 
their  arms.  Gules,  on  a chevron  or,  three  jlars  of  fix 
points  fable,  in  like  manner  as  his  father  had  borne 
them,  but  his  grandfather  Reginald,  fon  of  John  de 
Cobham,  bore  the  Jiars  azure.^ 

T.  his  Reginald  had  fummons  to  parliament  likewile, 
and  was  twice  married ; firft  to  Elizabeth,  widow  of 
Fulke  le  Strange,  of  Blackmere,  and  fecondly  to  Alia- 
nore,  daughter  and  coheir  to  John,  lord  Maltravers, 
widow  of  Sir  John  Fitzalan,  otherwife  called  Arundel, 
and  having  by  his  will  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in 
the  parifti  church  of  Lyngefeld,  at  the  head  of  his  fa- 
ther s tomb,  died  about  three  years  after  in  the  4th  year 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  65.  ‘ Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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of  king  Henry  IV.  being  then  poflefled  among  others, 
of  this  manor,  and  leaving  Reginald,  his  fon  and  heir, 
and  Alianore,  his  wife,  fiirviving. 

Reginald,  the  fon,  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  had 
polTelTion  granted  of  the  lands  of  his  inheritance,  among 
which  was  this  manor.  He  married  two  wives  j firft, 
Eleanor,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  and  fe- 
condly,  Anne,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas,  lord 
Bardolph,  widow  of  Sir  William  Clifford.  He  died 
in  the  24th  year  of  Henry  VI.  having  by  his  will  or- 
dered his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  collegiate  church  of 
Lingfeld,  and  this  manor  to  his  eldeft  furviving  fon. 
Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  Reginald,  his  eldeft  fon,  dying 
in  his  life-time,  leaving  an  only  daughter,  Margaret, 
afterwards  married  to  Ralph,  the  fecond  earl  of  VVeft- 
moreland,  of  that  name. 

Sir  Thomas  Cobham  died  poftefTed  of  this  manor 
in  the  i ith  year  of  king  Edward  IV.'  leaving  by  Anne 
his  wife,  daughter  of  Humphrey  Stafford,  duke  of 
Buckingham,  an  only  daughter  and  heir  Anne,  who 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  of 
Gainfborough,  in  Lincolnfhire. 

This  family  of  Borough,  alias  Burgh,  derive  their 
defcent  from  Hubert  de  Burgh,  a younger  fon  of  the 
famous  Hubert  de  Burgh,  fometime  chief  juftice  of 
England,  and  earl  of  Kent,  and  bore  for  their  arms, 
Azure j three  Jleurs  de  Us  ermine. 

Of  thefe.  Sir  Thomas  Borough^  was  a firm  friend  to 
the  caufe  of  king  Edward  IV.  for  which  he  was  obliged 
to  quit  the  realm  ; but  returning  to  that  prince’s  aflif- 
tance,  met  him  at  Northampton,  and  accompanied  him 
to  Barnet  field,  where  he  became  victorious. 

He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  one  of  the  co- 
heirs of  Sir  Henry  Percy,  of  Athol,  by  whom  he  left 
' Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir,  who,  in  king  Richard  Ill’s 
reign,  was  made  knight  of  the  garter,  and  in  the  third 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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year  of  king  Henry  VII.  was  made  a baron  of  this 
realm,  and  accordingly  had  fummons  to  parliament  that 
year,  and  afterwards. 

By  his  will,  anno  1 1 king  Henry  VII.  he  ordered 
his  body  to  be  buried  in  his  new  chapel,  within  the 
church  of  All  Saints,  in  Gainlborough  ; fhortly  after 
which  he  died,  leaving  by  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Thomas,  lord  Roos,  of  Kendal,  and  widow  of  Sir 
Thomas  Botreaux,  twofons;  Sir  Edward  Borough, 
who  married  Anne,  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Sir  Tho- 
mas Cobham,  as  above-mentioned j and  Thomas;  and 
two  daughters,  the  eldeft  of  whom  married  the  lord 
Fitzhugh,  and  Anne.“ 

By  her  he  left  Thomas,  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was 
fummoned  to  parliament  among  the  peers  of  this  realm, 
in  theziftyear  ofHenry  Vlll.bythe  title  of  lord  Burgh. 
He  left  by  Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
7 irwhit,  of  Ketilby,  in  Lincolnfliire,  Thomas,  his  fon 
and  heir,  who  procured  his  lands  to  be  difgavelled  by 
the  ad  of  the  31ft  of  king  Henry  VIII.  He  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sir  David  Owen,  from  whom 
he  was  divorced  for  her  incontinency,  and  in  the  35th 
year  of  that  reign  obtained  a fpecial  ad  of  parliament 
for  the  baftardizing  of  the  children  born  by  her ; by 
Alice  his  fecond  wife,  who  furvived  him,  and  afterwards 
married  Edmund  Rokewood,  he  had,  as  appears  by 
his  will,  Henry,  his  fon  and  heir,  William,  Thomas, 
and  other  children,  and  died  in  the  4th  year  of  kino- 
Edward  VI. 

Henry,  if  he  fucceeded  his  father  in  title,  did  not 
long  enjoy  that  honor,  for  in  the  1 5th  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  his  brother  William  bore  the  title  of  lord 
Burgh,  he  being  that  year  one  of  the  peers  who  fat  in 
judgment  on  the  duke  of  Norfolk. 

William,  lord  Burgh,  had  by  Katherine  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Edward,  e rl  of  Lincoln,  Sir  John  Bo- 

“ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  288.  Lei.  Itin.  vol.  i.  p.  35. 
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rough,  who  died  in  his  life  time,  and  Thomas,  and 
three  daughters,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Anne,  and  died 
about  the  27  th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,'^  bearing  for 
his  arms,  four  coats  quarterly,  ift  and  4th,  Borough  ; 
2d,  Cobham  of  Sterborough^  3d,  quarterly,  ift  and  4th, 
Percy  ; and  3d,  AthelL 

Which  Thomas,  lord  Burgh,  refided,  as  his  anceftors 
had  done,  at  Sterborough-caftle,  and  was  a man  of  no 
fmall  eminence.  In  1587  he  was  appointed  governor 
of  the  Brill,  and  afterwards  fent  ambaflador  into  Scot- 
land, made  a knight  of  the  garter,  and  laftly,  in  the 
year  1597,  on  the  death  of  Sir  William  Ruflell,  ap- 
pointed lord  deputy  of  Ireland  ; before  which,  viz.  in 
the  38th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  having  expended 
great  fums  in  the  queen’s  fervice,  he  was  neceflitated 
to  alienate  this  manor  of  Chidingftone  Cobham,  with 
that  of  Tyhurft  in  this  parilh,  to  Richard  Streatfeild, 
efq.  fon  of  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Chidingftone,  by 
the  daughter  of  Moodie  j who  was  fon  of  Robert 
Streatfeild,  by  his  wife,  the  fifter  of  Sir  John  Rivers, 
lord  mayor  of  London. 

Richard  Streatfeild,  above-mentioned,  was  of  High- 
ftreet-houfe,  in  this  parilh,  and  married  Anne,  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  Fremling,  by  whom  he  had  three 
fons,  Henry,  Silvefter  and  Thomas,  and  a daughter 
Margaret,  married  to  Edward  Moody. 

On  the  partition  of  the  father’s  eftates,  in  this  pa- 
rilh, Henry  had  Tyhurft,  and  married  Sufan,  daughter 
of  Chriftopher  Lambe,  whofe  defcendants  will  be  men- 
tioned hereafter,  and  Thomas  had  the  manor  of  Chi- 
dingftone Cobham,  and  married  Frances,  daughter  of 
Sir  John  Reeve,  of  London,  by  whom  he  ^ left  four 
daughters  and  coheirs,  who  pollelled  Chidingftone 
Cobham  after  his  deceafc.  They  and  their  defcen- 
dants at  different  times  alienated  their  lliares  in  this 
manor  to  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Highftreet-houfe, 

* MSS.  pedigree  of  Cobham.  Dugd.  Bar,  vol.  ii.  p.  289. 
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eldefl  fon  of  Richard,  and  grandfon  of  Henry  before 
mentioned,  by  his  wife  Sulan,  daughter  of  Chrifto- 
pher  Lambe.* 

Richard  Strcatfeild,  efq.  of  High-ilreet  houfe,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  Henry  by  Sulan  Lambe,  left  four  fons; 
of  whom  Henry  the  eldeft,  purchafed  the  manor  of 
Chidingftone  Cobham  of  the  heirs  of  Henry  Streat- 
feild,  as  above  mentioned;  Thomas  was  of  Sevenoke, 
and  was  anceftor  of  the  prcfent  Thomas  Streatfeild, 
efq.  of  Sevenoke  ; William  was  of  Hever,  and  ancef- 
tor of  the  Streatfeilds  of  that  place  and  of  Penlhurft, 
in  this  county  ; of  Oxfted  ; of  Stoke  Newington,  in 
Middlefex  ; and  of  London  ; and  John,  the  fourth 
fon,  who  was  anceftor  of  William  Streatfeild,  now  of 
Penlhurft. 

Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  the  purchaferof  this  manor, 
as  above  mentioned,  was  of  Highltreet  houfe,  and 
died  poflelied  both  of  Tyhurft  and  Chidingftone  Cob- 
ham  manors,  in  1709,  and  was  buried  in  this  church, 
as  was  Sarah  his  wife  ; by  her  he  left  Henry  Streat- 
feild, efq.  who  was  of  Highftreet  houfe,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  thefe  manors  and  eftates.  He 
left  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Mr.  Baird,  a fon,  Henry 
Streatfeild,  efq.  who  was  likewife  of  Highftreet  houfe, 
and  in  1752,  married  Mifs  Anne  Sidney. 

He  died  in  1762,  leaving  his  wife  furviving,  and 
by  her  two  fons,  Henry  and  Richard ; and  two  daugh- 
ters, Sophia ; and  Harriet,who  marriedWalter  Brace- 
bridge,  efq.  On  his  death,  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq, 
the  eldeft  fon,  became  entitled  to  the  inheritance  of 
both  Tyhurft  and  Chidingftone  Cobham  manors,  and 
of  Highftreet  houfe,  the  family  feat  in  this  parith,  to 
all  which  he  continues  entitled  at  this  time. 

There  are  courts  baron  regularly  held  for  each  of 
thefe  manors. 

* Vifitation  of  the  county  of  Kent,  in  16  ig. 
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The  MANOR  of Chidingstone  Burghersh,  or 
Burgherft,  called  formerly  Burwalh -court,  was  part 
of  the  poffeffions  of  the  eminent  family  of  Burgherlh, 
vulgarly  called  Burwalh. 

In  the  1 6th  year  of  king  Edward  1.  Robert  de 
Burgherlli  w^as  made  conftable  of  Dover-caftle,  and 
conftituted  warden  of  the  cinque  ports.  In  the  3 2d 
year  of  Edward  I.  he  was  fummoncd  to  parliament 
among  the  barons  of  this  realm,  and  died  two  years 
afterwards,  being  then  pofleffed  of  this  manor,  and 
leaving  Stephen  his  fon  and  heir,  who  in  tlie  ift  year 
of  Edward  II.  obtained  a charter  of  free  warren  for - 
all  his  demefne  lands  within  this  manor. 

To  whom  fucceeded  Bartholomew,  who  married 
Elizabeth,  one  of  the  daughters  and  heirs  of  Theo- 
bald de  Verdon,  a great  baron  in  Staftbrdfliirc.  He 
took  part  with  the  Spencers,  and  others,  the  king’s 
favourites,  and  was  taken  prifoner  after  their  defeat 
at  Boroughbridge  j but  on  the  arrival  of  queen  Ifa- 
bel,  and  her  fon,  prince  Edward,  in  the  20th  year  of 
that  reign,  he  was  not  only  releafed  from  his  confine 
ment  in  the  Tower,  but  was  made  conftable  of  Dover 
caftle  and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  in  which  of- 
fices he  continued  till  the  accefiion  of  Edward  III.  in 
the  1 ft  and  2d  years  of  whofe  reign  he  had  a new  corn- 
million  for  them.  He  was  much  employed  by  that 
prince,  as  well  in  civil  as  military  trufts  of  great  im- 
portance; in  the  5th  year  of  that  reign  he  was  con- 
ftituted fenefchal  of  Ponthieu  ; in  the  9th,  he  w^as 
made  warden  of  all  the  king’s  forefts  ibuth  of  Trent, 
and  in  the  nth,  admiral  of  the  feas  weft  ward;’'  in 
the  next  year  he  obtained  a confirmation  of  his  char- 
ter for  free  warren  in  all  his  demefne  lands  in  this  pa- 
riftr ; in  the  1 6th  year  of  this  reign  he  obtained  ano- 
ther charter  for  free  warren  for  his  lands  here  ; in  the 


^ Patent,  dated  Aug.  ii,  anno  ii  Edward  III.  Rym.  Feed, 
yol  iv.  p.  792.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  36. 
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i^th  he  was  again  made  conftable  of  Dover  caftle 
and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  during  the  time 
above  mentioned,  was,  with  others  of  the  nobility, 
employed  in  feveral  embaffies  into  foreign  parts  ; In 
the  20th  year  of  it  he  was  prefent  at  the  famous  vic- 
tory gained  over  the  French  at  Crefii ; in  the  23d 
year  he  was  lord  chamberlain  of  the  king’s  houfehold, 
and  in  the  29th,  conftable  of  the  tower  of  London  ; 
and  having  been  fummoned  to  parliament  from  the 
1 ft  of  king  Edward  in.  till  the  28th  inclufive,  he 
died  foon  afterwards  poflhlfed  of  this  manor,  leaving 
two  fons,  Bartholomew  and  Henry,  and  a daughter, 
Joane. 

Bartholomew,  the  eldeft  fon,  married  Cicele,  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Richard  de  Weyland ; and  in  the  24th 
3'ear  of  the  fame  reign,  upon  the  inftitution  of  the 
order  of  the  Garter,  the  king  had  fucli  an  high  efteem 
for  his  valour  and  military  fkill,  that  he  was  made 
choice  of  as  one  of  the  knights  companions  of  it ; af- 
ter which  he  was  continually  employed  in  the  wars 
in  France,  where  he  behaved  with  remarkable  cou- 
rage, efpecially  at  the  famous  battle  of  Poytiers, 
where  the  Englifh  gained  a fignal  victory  over  the 
.French.  His  arms  w^ere,  Gules^  a lion  rampant^  double 
quevee  or,  were  formerly  in  Newington  church,  near 
Sittingbourne,  and  ftill  remain  on  the  roof  of  the 
cloifters  of  Canterbury  cathedral. 

About  the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  he  con- 
veyed this  manor,  whth  much  other  land  in  this  coun- 
ty and  in  Warwickfliire,  to  Sir  Walter  de  Paveley, 
knight  of  the  Garter,  in  whofe  family  it  remained 
until  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  II. 
when  it  w'as  conveyed  to  Vaux,  of  the  county  of 
Northampton,  in  which  name  it  ftaid  till  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  when  it  was  alienated  to  John 
Alphegh,  or  Alphew,  of  Bore-place,  in  this  parilh, 
w'ho  bore  for  his  arms.  Argent,  a fefs  between  three 
hoars  heads  couped,  fable.  Fie  died  in  1489,  and  lies 

buried 


CHIDINGSTONE.  219 

buried  in  this  church,  leaving  by  Ifabel,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Richard  Petit,  efq.  two  daughters  and 
coheirs ; Elizabeth,  who  was  twice  married,  firft  to 
George  Gainsford,  efq.  a younger  fon  of  Sir  John 
Gainsford,  of  Crowhurft,  in  Surry  and  fecondly  to 
William  Brograve,  efq.  of  Beckenham;  and  Mar- 
garet, who  married  Sir  Robert  Read,  who  had  this 
manor  allotted  to  him  on  the  divifion  of  their  inheri- 
tance. He  was  defcended  from  an  antient  family  in  the 
countyof  Northumberland,  and  being  bred  to  the  law, 
was,  in  1 507,  made  chief  juftice  of  the  common-pleas,* 
and  was  fo  highly  efteemed  by  king  Henry  VII.  that 
he  had  made  him  one  of  his  executors.  Sir  Robert 
Read  bore  for  his  arms,  GideSy  on  a fefs  zvavy,  three 
fheafant  cocks  fable  ; which  coat,  impaling  Alphew, 
is  ftill  remaining  in  a window,  in  Sergeant’s-inn. 

By  Margaret,  his  wife.  Sir  Robert  had  one  fon, 
Edmund,  who  was  one  of  the  juflices  of  the  King’s- 
bench,  and  dying  before  him,  without  ifllie,  in  1501, 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  and  four  daughters;  Bridget, 
wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby  ; Jane,  of  John  Ca- 
ryll,  efq.  fergeant  at  law;  Mary,  of  Sir  William  Bar- 
ringtyne  ; and  Dorothy,  of  Sir  Edward  Wotton.  He 
died  about  the  loth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
without  ilTue  male;  fo  that  his  four  daughters  be- 
came his  coheirs,  and  on  the  partition  of  their  inhe- 
ritance, this  manor,  with  other  eftates  in  this  parifh, 
was  allotted  to  the  fhare  of  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby 
and  Bridget  h‘is  wife. 

Sir  Thomas  Willoughby  was  the  fifth  and  youngeft 
fon  of  Sir  Chriftopher  Willoughby,  and  younger  bro- 
ther of  William  lord  Willougby,  anceftor  of  the  pre- 
fent  baronefs  Willoughby  of  Erefby,  and  of  Chrifto- 
pher, anceftor  of  the  lords  Willoughby  of  Parham, 
now  extin<5t ; the  origin  of  the  family  in  this  king- 

* Strype’s  Stow’s  Surv.  b.  iii.  p.  256.  Chaunc.  Hertf.  p.  227. 

f Coil.  Bar.  vol.  iii.  p.  256. 
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dom  being  Sir  John  de  Willoughby,  a Norman  knight, 
who  had  the  lordlhlp  of  Willoughby,  in  Lincolnihire, 
by  the  gift  of  the  Conqueror. 

Sir  Thomas  Willoughby  being  bred  to  the  law, 
was  knighted  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
w'as  made  a chief  juflice  of  the  common  pleas, and 
by  his  wife  Bridget,  as  above  mentioned,  became  en- 
titled to  this  manor  of  Chidingftone  Burgherfli,  with 
his  feat  called  Bore-place,  and  other  efLates  in  this 
parilh."  In  the  3 1 ft  year  of  that  reign  he,  among 
others,  by  an  a(ft  then  pafled,  procured  his  lands  to 
be  difgavelled. 

He  died  in  the  37th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and 
lies  buried  with  Bridget,  his  wife,  in  this  church.  His 
arms,  being  Gules^  on  a hend  wavy  argent,  three  birds 
fable,  impaling  argent,  a fefs  between  three  boars  heads 
couped fable,  are  ftill  remaining  in  one  of  the  windows 
of  Sergeant’s  inn,  in  Fleet-ftreet. 

His  grandfon.  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby,  w'as  Ihe- 
riff  of  this  county  in  the  1 5th  and  3 2d  years  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  and  bore  for  his  arms.  Or,  fretty  azure. 
He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Sir  Percival  Hart, 
of  Lullingftone,  by  whom  he  left  feveral  Tons  and 
daughters  j of  whom  Percival,  the  eldeft,  fucceeded 
to  thefe  eftates,  and  was,  on  the  accefiion  of  king 
James  I.  knighted  by  that  prince.  He  married  Brid- 
get, eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Francis  Wil- 
loughby of  Wollaton-hall,  in  Nottinghamfliire,  by 
which  means  he  not  only  poflelPed  that  manfion,  but 
a large  eftate  in  that  county,  for  which  he  was  elected 
to  ferve  in  the  firft  parliament  of  king  James,  and  was" 
anceftorof  the  prelent  Henry  Willoughby  lord  Middle' 
ton.  Being  defirous  of  increafmg  his  intereft  in  Not- 
tinghamfhire,  he  alienated  the  manor  of  Chidingftone 

Coll.  Peer.  vol.  v.  p.  55^,  et  feq.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  33, 
83.  Hift.  Grevile,  70,  et  feq. 

' Dugd.  Bar.  p.  88,  109.  Col.  Peer.  vol.  vi.  p.  569.  vol.  vii. 
p.  I 74,  Philipott,  p.  1 1 5.  Harris’s  Hift.  p.  75. 
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Burgherfli  to  Mr.  John  and  Robert  Scyliard,  of  De- 
laware, from  whom  it  defcended  to  John  Seyliard,  elij. 
ot  Delaware,  who  was  created  a baronet  in  1661,  and 
from  him  to  Sir  Thomas  Seyliard,  bait,  who,  about 
the  year  1 700,  conveyed  it,  with  Dclaw^are,  above 
mentioned,  to  Henry  Streatfeild,  cfq.  and  he,  at  his 
death,  bequeathed  it  to  his  yoiingefb  Ton,  Thomas 
Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Sevenolce,  wdio  devifed  it  to  his 
nephew,  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  High-ftreet  houfe, 
in  this  parilh  ; lince  whole  death,  in  1762,  the  in- 
heritance of  it  is  become  vefted  in  his  eldelh  Ion, 
Henry  Streatfeild,  elq.  of  High-ftreet  houfe. 

Bore-place  is  a feat  here,  w^hich,  with  the  manor 
of  Milbroke,  was  antiently,  as  high  as  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  the  eftateofa  family,  w'hich  afliimed 
its  furname  from  hence,  and  was  called  Bore,  and  af- 
fiimed  a boar  for  its  arms.  In  the  name  of  Bore  this 
feat  and  manor  continued  till  John  Bore,  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  conveyed  them  by  fale  to  John 
Alphew,  who  rebuilt  Bore-place,  and  died  poflelied 
of  them  both  in  1489,  leaving  two  daughters  and  co- 
heirs ; one  of  whom,  Margaret,  became  the  wife  of 
Sir  Robert  Read,  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  common 
pleas,  of  whom  a full  account  has  already  been  given  ; 
and  on  a divifion  of  their  inheritance  entitled  him  to 
this  feat  and  manor,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  her  father’s 
eftate  in  this  parifh.  He  refided  at  Bore-place,  which 
he  much  enlarged,  and  dying  without  male  iflue  furvi- 
ving,  his  four  daughters  became  his  coheirs,-  of  whom 
Bridget,  the  eldeft,  was  married  to  Sir  Thomas  Wil- 
loughby, chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas,  and  on  the 
partition  of  his  eftates,  had  this  feat,  Milbroke,  and 
his  other  poffefljons  in  this  parifh,  allotted  for  her  fhare. 

Sir  Thomas  Willoughby  likewile  refided  at  Bore- 
place,  and  added  much  to  the  buildings  of  it.  His 
grandlbn.  Sir  Percival  Willoughby,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  king  James  I.  alienated  Bore-place  and 
Milbroke,  to  Mr.  Bernard  Hyde,  of  London,  after- 
wards 
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wards  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  to  king 
Charles  I.  who  was  a charitable  benefador,  by  his 
will,  to  feveral  parifhes  in  London,  as  well  as  others, 
in  truft  to  the  Skinners  company/  His  defcendant, 
Bernard  Hyde,  efq.  alienated  them  about  fifty  years 
a»o  to  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Highftreet  houfe,  in 
this  parifli ; fince  whofe  death,  in  1762,  the  inheritance 
of  both  Bore-place  and  Milbroke  are  become  veiled 
in  his  eldeft  fon,  Henry  Streatfeild,  of  High-flreet 
houfe,  efq. 

There  is  a court  baron  held  for  the  manor  of  Mil- 
broke. 

Bowzell,  antiently  called  Borejell,  is  a manor,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  lies  in  the  adjoining  parifh  of 
Chevening,  under  which  indeed  it  ought  more  pro- 
perly to  have  been  defcribed.  It  was  antiently  part 
of  the  poflefTions  of  that  branch  of  the  Cobhams  fettled 
at  Sterborough  caftle,  in  Surry. 

Reginald  de  Cobham  died  pofTefled  of  this  manor 
in  the  35th  year  of  Edward  III.  as  did  Joane  his  wife 
in  the  43d  year  of  that  reign  ; from  them  it  de- 
fended down  to  Sir  Thomas  Cobham,  who  died  pof- 
lefled  of  it  in  the  nth  year  of  king  Edward  IV. 
whofe  only  daughter  and  heir  carried  it  in  marriage 
to  Sir  Edward  Borough,  of  Gainfborough,  in  Lin- 
colnlhire;  Ihe  furvived  her  hufband,  and  died  anno 
2.0  king  Henry  VIII.  being  then  polfelfed,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  inquifition  taken  after  her  death,  of  this 
manor,  among  others,  held  of  William,  archbifhop 
ot  Canterbury,  as  of  his  honour  of  Otford,  by  knights 
fervice."  Their  defcendant.  Sir  Thomas  Borough,  lord 
Burgh,  and  knight  of  the  Garter,  died  polfefled  of  it  in 
the  40  th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth , leaving  four  daughters 
his  coheirs  j Elizabeth,  married  to  George  Brooke,  efq. 

^ Strype’s  Stow’s  Survey,  bookii.  p.  36,  46,  48,  64,  81,  170; 
book  ni.  p.  62,  100;  book  v.  p.  67. 

*■  Inquif.  poll  Mort.  Harris’s  Hift.  Kent,  p.  75. 
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brother  of  Henry  lord  Cobham  ; Frances  to  Francis 
Coppinger,  efq.  whofe  dired  del'cendant,  Fyfh  Cop- 
pinger,  elq.  of  Weft  Drayton,  in  the  year  1 790,  had  a 
licence,  under  the  king’s  fign  manual,  to  afl'ume  the 
naine  of  Burgh  i y\nne,  to  Sir  Drew  Drury  ; and  Ca- 
tharine, afterwards  the  wife  of  Thomas  Knyvett,  efq. 
by  which,  though  the  heir  male  of  this  family  en- 
deavoured to  fucceed  to  the  barony,  yet  he  failed  in 
it,  and  it  ftill  continues  in  abeyance.  They  fome 
years  afterwards,  to  defray  debts  and  other  ufes,  joined 
in  the  fale  of  it  to  Thomas  of  Whitley,  near  Seven- 
oke,  from  which  name  it  again  paffed  by  fale  to  Wa- 
terfon;  from  whom,  by  a female,  it  was  carried  in 
marriage  to,  Bonnell,  whofe  delcendant,  fames  Bon- 
nell,  eiq.  of  London,  about  the  year  1784,  alienated 
it  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Rycroft,  D.D.  redorofPenf- 
hurft,  in  this  county;  who,  on  Dec.  10,  1783,  was 
created  a baronet.  He  died  poftefled  of  this  manor, 
in  1786;  and  his  fon.  Sir  Nelfon  Rycroft,  bart.  is 
the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Ranesley,  formerly  fpelt  Rendejley,  is  a manor 
in  this  parilh,  lying  near  the  boundaries  of  Penflmrft, 
the  owners  of  which  were  in  antient  deeds,  written  both 
Rendeftey  and  Rennefley,  but  before  the  end  of  king 
Henry  V I. ’s  reign,  this  family  was  extinft  here,  and 
the  pofleffion  of  it  was  alienated  to  Alphew  of  this 
parilh,  whofe  delcendant,  John  Alphew  of  Bore-place, 

. dying  in  1489,  without  male  ilfue,  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs,  Margaret,  carried  it  in  marriage"  to 
Sir  Robert  Read,  chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas, 
on  the  partition  of  the  inheritance,  of  whofe  daugh- 
ters and  coheirs  this  manor  fell  to  the  lhare  of  Bridget, 
married  to  Sir  Thomas  Willoughby,  chief  juftice 
likewife  of  the  common-pleas,  whofe  delcendant,  Ro- 
bert Willoughby,  efq.  alienated  it  to  Bond,  and  Mrs. 
Anne  Bond  poftefled  it  in  the  i ft  year  of  Edward  VI.^ 

{ See  particulars  of  chantries,  Aug.  Off.  title  Penfhurft  chapel. 
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Her  heirs  conveyed  it  to  Nathaniel  Studicy,  efq.  the  | 
Ion  of  John  Studley  of  Einborne  Mintter,  in  York-  | 
Ihire,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent y on  a fefs  vert  three  ■! 
Jlags  heads  cabojhed  or.  His  only  fon  and  heir,  Na-  j 
tlianiel,  fucceeded  his  father  in  this  manor,  and  in  j 
the  time  of  the  civil  wars  of  king  Charles  I.  aliena-  \ 
ted  it  to  Mr.  Chriffopher  Knight  of  Cowdham,®  on  i 
whofe  death  it  came  into  the  poirefTion  of  his  fon,  i 
Mr.  Michael  Knight  of  Wefterhamj  to  whom  Sir 
Edward  Byfhe,  clarencieux,  in  1662,  granted  thefc  : 
arms.  Party  per  chevron  engrailed fable  and  argent y three  \ 
griffins  pafanty  count erchangedy  armedy  and  langued  gules. 
From  this  family  this  manor  pafled,  by  fate,  to  Ro-  i 
bert  Sidney  earl  of  Leicefter ; after  which  it  conti- 
nued in  his  defeendants,  in  like  manner  as  the  reft 
of  his  eftates  in  this  parifli,  till  with  them  it  came 
into  the  pofleftion  of  two  female  coheirs,  Mary  and 
Elizabeth,  daughters  of  colonel  Thomas  Sidney,  and 
heirs  general  of  Robert  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  was 
the  grandfon  of  Robert,  who  purchafed  this  manor, 
and  they  carried  it,  by  marriage,  to  Sir  Brownlow 
Sherard,  bart.  and  William  Perry,  efq.  who  pofl'efled 
it  in  undivided  moieties.^  The  former  died  in  1 748, 
without  ifllie,  and  his  widow  poftelied  one  moiety  of 
this  manor  till  her  death,  in  1758,  when  (he,  by  her 
will,  gave  it  to  Anne,  widow  of  Sir  William  Yongc, 
bart.  with  remainder  to  her  fon.  Sir  George  Yonge,  1 
bart.  of  Efcot,  in  Devonfhire.  William  Perry,  efq.  , 
died  poftelied  ot  the  other  moiety  of  this  manor  in 
1757,  leaving  his  wife  furviving,  who  in  1770,  pur- 
chafed of  lady  Yonge,  and  her  fon  Sir  George,  their  |i 
moiety  of  it,  and  thus  became  owner  of  the  whole  of 
this  manor,  which  Ihe  gave  by  her  will,  at  her  death  1 
in  1783,  to  her  eldeft  grandfon,  John  Shelley  Sidney,  1 
efq.  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

* Philipott,  p.  1 14.  Vifit.  Co.  Kent,  p.  16  19.  Guillim,  394.  1 1 

See  more  particubr  account  of  tlic  Sidneys,  and  the  delcent  i 
of  their  eftates,  under  Penflinrft. 
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Richard  Streatfield,  efq.  of  Chidingftone,  gave  by  will, 

I in  1601,  a houfe  for  poor  people  to  dwell  in,  clofe  to  the  church 
1 yard,  now  veiled  in  his  heirs,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il.  los. 

1 and  alfo  lands  in  this  parilh,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  veiled  like- 
j wife  in  his  heirs,  and  of  the  like  annual  produce. 

I John  Pelsett  of  Penlliurll,  gave  by  will,  in  1602,  lands,  &c. 

in  Cowden,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  veiled  in  Cary  Sanders  of 
j Croydon,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

I Thomas  Nevill  of  London,  gave  by  will,  in  1633,  lands  in 
Romney-marlli,  for  the  like  ufe,  veiled  in  the  Girdlers  company, 

I and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

I Robert  Goodhugh,  of  Tunbridge,  gave  bv  will  in  1662, 

I lands  in  Tunbridge,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  veiled  in  his  heirs, 

I and  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

I Anne  Hyde  of  London,  gave  by  will,  in  1637,  the  be- 
j nefit  of  the  poor  of  Bore-place,  in  this  parilli,  veiled  in  her  heirs, 

I money  to  the  amount  of  5I. 

Margaret  Hyde  of  Halnaker,  in  Suflex,  in  1698,  affigijed' 
I over,  by  indenture, -for  poor  people  to  dwell  in,  two  tenements  in 
I this  parilli,  veiled  in  Henry  Streatfeild,  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

, ^ Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Chidingllone,  gave  by  will, 
in  1 708,  lands  in  this  parilli,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  veiled  in 
>i|  his  heirs,  of  the  annual  produce  of  2I. 

j Chidingstone  is  within  the  ecclest asticae 

I JURISDICTION  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  be- 
S tjtg  a peculiar  of  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  as  fuch 
I is  within  the  deanry  of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a 
large  handfome  building,  confifting  of  three  ifles  and 

! three  chancels,  with  a handfome  tower  fleeple  at  the 
weft  end. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptlons,  in  the  middle  ijle,  ig 
an  iron  plate  and  infcription  for  Richard  Streatfeild,  obt.  1601, 

A Hone,  with  a brafs  plate  and  infcription  in  black  letter,  for 
Richard  Streatfeild  of  Cranlled,  obt.  1584;  a like  Hone,  for 
V\  ilham,  fon  of  Thomas  Birchenlty,  of  SulTex,  by  Anne,  coheir 
•il  K Fremling,  who  left  two  daughters,  Anne  and  Catherine, 
u /r  thefouth  ijle,  a memorial  for  Anne,  wife  of  John 

[f  Ballet,  of  Eatonbridge,  who  left  three  daughters  and  two  fons, 
;So  and  for  Thomas  Baflet  of  Cowden,  fon  of  Michael 

iraBalTet  of  Chidingllone,  obt.  1714;  on  a pillar,  in  the  body  of 
I me  church,  a monument  for  Henry  Streatfeild,  gent,  late  of 
Great  Highllreet  houfe,  the  eldell  fon  of  Rich.  Streatfeild 
•not  the  fame,  obt.  i 709,  and  is  buried  under  the  iron  plate  in  the 
Dimiddle  ifle,  eredled  by  Henry  his  eldell  fon,  and  for  Sarah  his 
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wife,  obt.  1716.  In  the  chancel,  a memorial  for  Richard  Nurfe, 
reftor  of  Chidingftone,  obt.  June  10,  1 705>  32^-65;  another 
^vith  a brafs  plate,  for  Margaret  Wafers,  widow,  firft  married  to 
lohn  Reeve,  of  London,  oht.  1638;  her  daughter,  Frances,  was 
wife  of  John  Sevliard,  efq.  on  a pillar,  a hatchment  for  Thomas 
Streatfeild,  gent.  obt.  1628;  on  the  north  hde,  called  Bore-jilace 
chahel,  againft  the  wall  is  a brafs  plate  and  infcription  for  Strode 
Hyde,  efq.  of  Bore-place,  obt.  i 742  ; on  the  foiith  fide  of  the 
alter,  an  efciitclieon  and  infcription  for  John  Shefferden,  gent, 
who  married  Frank,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas  Streatrield, 
of  this  parifh,  obt.  1 645.  An  altar  tomb  for  Frances,  daughter  of 
John  Reeve,  married  firft  to  lliomas  Streatfield;  fecondly,  to 
John  Sevliard  ; by  the  former  flie  had  four  fons,  by  the  latter  two, 
obt.  *65*0.  In  the fouth  chancel,  a memorial  for  I'ho.  Woodgate, 
citizen  and  ironmonger  of  London,  Ion  of  Wm.  Woodgate,  of 
this  parifh,  gent.  obt.  1706;  he  married  Sufannah,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Sey hard,  efq.  of  Penhurft,  by  whom  he  had  two  fons 
and  four  daughters.  Againft  a pillar,  a fmall  monument  for  W. 
Streatfeild,  gent,  late  of  Burgherft  court,  fecond  fon  of  Henry 
Streatfeild,  gent,  of  Highftreet  houfe,  obt.  1724,//.  On  the 
fame  pillar  an  efcutcheon,  with  an  infcription,  for  Rich.  Streat- 
feild, of  this  parifli,  gent.  ob.  1676;  arras,  Streatfeild,  parted  per 
pale  gules,  and  fable  three  befants  or.‘  I'he  chapel  on  the  north 
fide,  called  Bore-place  chapel,  was  built  by  Sir  Robert  Read,  in 
1516,  and  w’as  dedicated  to  St.  Catherine,  in  which  he  founded 
a chantry  by  his  deed,  dated  m the  year-  following.*' 


In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church 
was  valued  at  thirty  marcs. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijfion  0/ enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  within  this  diocefe,  taken  in  1650, 
by  order  ot  the  hate,  iliuing  out  of  chancer}'’,  it  was 
returned,  that  in  Chidingftone  there  was  a parfonage, 
with  a houfe  and  five  acres  of  land,  worth  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  pounds  per  annum,  mafter  Thomas 
Seyllard  then  incumbent,  w'ho  received  the  profits  of 
the  parfonage  for  his  falary,  and  that  the  late  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  was  donor  thereof. 

It  is  a redtory  of  the  antient  patronage  of  the  fee 
of  Canterbury,  the  archbifhop  of  which  continues 
patron  at  this  time.  It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books 
.at  2 81.  9s.  4d|.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  2I.  i6s.  ii^d. 

i themon.  and  infcrip.  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  889. 

Weever,  p.  327.  Tins  deed  is  remaining  in  the  Aug.  Off. 
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CHURCH  OF  CHIDINGSTONE. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  whom  Jirefenud. 
ArM  'Uhoji  of  Canterbury 


1 He  was  prebendary  of  Haftings, 
and  lies  buried  in  this  church.  Wee- 
ver,  p.  317. 

Alfo  vicar  of  Wrotham  and  rec- 
tor of  Brafted.  Strype’s  Life  of  abp. 
Parker,  p.  510.  He  was  alfo  preben- 
dary of  Canterbury. 

n Parl.Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  aix. 
o He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

P Matter  of  Univerfity  coll.  Oxford, 
q See  Sundridge.  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  vi. 
p.  3929. 

r Son  of  the  former,  and  preben- 
dary of  Canterbury. 


RECTORS. 

John  Woodt  ob.  May  7,  1487.^ 
Andrew  Pearfont  B.  D.  about 
1560.'" 

Thomas  Seyliard,  in  1650." 
Richard  Nur/e^  obt.  June  lO, 
1705.° 

Thomas  Cociman,  S.  T.  P.  1705.*’ 
Edward  TejiifoUf  S.  T.  P.  refig. 
1727.*' 

Thomas  Tenifon^  8.  T4  P,  1 727* 
obt.  1742.*' 

John  Potter f 1742,  refig.  1747.® 
tr alter  Walker  Ward,  S.  T.  P. 

Jan.  1747,  ob.  1755.* 
Sackville  Sjtencer  Bale,  LL.B.  in 
1755.  Prefent  reftor.“ 

• And  vicar  of  Lydd,  by  dlfpenfa- 
tion,  dated  June  1742.  He  was  eldefl 
foil  of  the  abp.  of  Canterbury,  and  was 
afterwards  rf(Sor  of  Wrotham,  dean 
of  Canterbury,  See, 

t He  had  been  before  reftor  of  Bid- 
denden  and  Marden,  both  which  he 
refigned.  In  Feb.  1747,  a difpenCa- 
tion  patted  for  his  holding  this  redlory 
with  Haves. 

u A difpenfation  patted  in  177J, 
for  him  to  hold  the  redlory  of  Wi- 
thiam,  in  Suflex,  with  litis  of  Chid* 
iugttone. 


PENSHURST. 

THE  next  parifli  eaftward  from  Cliidingflone  is 
Penhurft,  called  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  Pennef- 
herft.  It  takes  its  name  from  the  old  Bririfh  word 
Pen,  the  height  or  top  of  any  thing,  and  a 

wood.'^  It  is  called  in  fome  antient  records,  Pen- 

^ Dugd.  Warw.  p.  134.  Camd.  327.  Kilb.  Surv.  p.  214. 

ceftre» 
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ceftre,  and  more  vulgarly,  Penchefter,  fonie 

fortified  camp  or  fortrefs  antiently  fituated  here. 

There  is  a dijlri6t  in  this  parifli,  called  Hallbo- 
rough,  which  is  within  the  lowy  of  Tunbridge,  the 
manerial  rights  of  which  belong  to  Thomas  Streat- 
feild,  efq.  and  there  is  another  part  of  it,  compre- 
hending the  eftate  of  Chafford,  which  is  within  the  ju- 
rifdiilion  of  the  duchy  court  of  Lancafter. 

This  parish  lies  in  the  Weald,  about  four  miles 
fouthward  from  the  foot  of  the  fand  hills,  and  the  fame 
diftance  from  'I'unbridge  town,  and  the  high  London 
road  from  Sevcnoke.  The  face  of  the  country  is  much 
the  fame  as  in  thofe  parifhes  laft  defcribed,  as  is  the 
foil,  for  the  moft  part  a ftiff  clay,  being  well  adapted 
to  the  large  growth  of  timber  for  which  this  parifh  is 
remarkable;  one  of  thefe  trees, as  an  inftance  of  it,  ha- 
ving been  cut  down  here,  about  twenty  years  ago,  in 
the  park,  called,  from  its  fpreading  branches.  Broad 
Oak,  had  twenty-one  ton,  or  eight  hundred  and  forty 
feet  of  timber  in  it.  The  parifh  is  watered  by  the 
river  Eden,  which  runs  through  the  centre  of  it,  and 
here  taking  a circular  courfe,  and  having  feparated 
into  two  fmaller  ftreams,  joins  the  river  Medway,  which 
flows  by  the  fouthern  part  of  the  park  towards  Tun- 
bridge. At  a fmall  diftance  northward  ftands  the 
noble  manfion  of  Penfhurft-place,  at  the  fouth  weft 
corner  of  the  park,  which,  till  within  thefe  few  years, 
was  of  much  larger  extent,  the  further  part  of  it,  called 
North,  alias  Lyghe,  and  South  parks,  having  been 
alienated  from  it,  on  the  grounds  of  the  latter  of  which 
the  late  Mr.  Alnutt  built  his  feat  of  that  name,  from 
whence  the  ground  rifes  northward  towards  the  parifh 
of  Lyghe,  Clofe  to  the  north  weft  corner  of  Penf- 
•hurft-park  is  the  feat  of  Redleaf,  and  at  the  fouth  weft 
corfier  of  it,  very  near  to  the  Place,  is  the  village  of 
Pcnfliurft,  with  the  church  and  parfbnage.  At  a ftriall 
diftance,  on  tlie  other  fide  the  river,  fouthw'ard,  is 
Fi^rflrplsce,  and  here  the  country  becomes  more  low, 

and 
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and  being  watered  by  the  feveral  ftreams,  becomes  wet, 
the  roads  miry  and  bad,  and  the  grounds  much  co- 
veied  With  coppice  wood  ; whence,  about  a mile  fouth- 
ward  from  the  river,  is  New  Houfe,  and  the  boroughs 

of  Frendings  and  Kinglborough;  half  a mile  fouth- 

ward  from  which  is  the  river  Medway;  and  on  the  fur- 
ther  fide  of  it  the  eftate  of  Chafford,  a little  beyond 
which  itjoins  the  parilh  of  Alhurft,  at  Stone  crofs.  In  a 
deep  hole,  m the  Medway,  near  the  lower  end  of  Penf- 
hurft-park  called  Tapner’s-hole,  there  arifesa  fpring, 
which  produces  a vifible  and  Itrong  ebullition  on  the 
furface  o^he  river;  and  above  Well-place,  which  is  a 
farm  houfe,  near  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  park, 
there  IS  a fine  fpring,  called  Kidder’s-well,  which,  ha- 
ving  been  chemically  analized,  is  found  to  be  a ftronger 

chalybeate  than  thofe  called  Tunbridge-wells ; thfre 

wafte,  which  was  placed  here  by  one  of  the  earls  of 

™s  parilh,  as  well  as 
w'th  ico"  Ore,  and 
moll  of  the  Qirinp  in  them  are  more  or  lefs  chalybeate. 
In  the  lofty  beeches,  near  the  keeper’s  lodge,  in  Penf- 
hurft-park,  IS  a noted  Wii-y;  which,  fmce  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  that  in  lord  Dacre’s  park,  at  Aveley  in 

hnf’  A fa  "km  “‘■Eng- 

land A fair  IS  held  here  on  July  i,  for  pedlary,  &c 

• P-’rini  is  within  the 

jurifdiaton  of  the  honour  of  Otford,  a fubortSnate 
limb  to  whi^  IS  the  manor  of  Psnshurst  Hali- 
mote,  alias  Oxford  WEAi,D,extending  likewife  over 
parts  of  the  adjoining  parilhes  of  Chidingllone,  Hever 
and  Cowden.  As  a limb  of  that  of  Lour,  kZl 
formerly  jjart  of  the  polTeffions  of  the  fee  of  Canter- 
bury, and  was  held  for  a long  time  in  leafe  of  the  arch- 
bilhops,  by  the  fucceffive  owners  of  Penhurft  ma- 
nor till  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  in  the 
13th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  2Qth  year  of 
which  reign,  Thomas  Cranmer,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbyry,  exchanging  Otford  with  the  crown,  this,  as 

^3  an 
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M appendage,  paffed  with  it,  and  it  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown  till  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 

1648;  afterwhichthepowersthenin being,  having feifed 

on  the  royal  eftates,  pafled  an  ordinance  to  veft  them 
in  truftees,  to  be  fold,  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  the 
(late  ; when,  on  a furvey  made  of  this  manor,  in  1650, 
it  appeared  that  the  quit-rents  due  to  the  lord,  from 
the  freeholders  in  free  focage  tenure,  were  1 61.  1 8s. 
3id.  and  that  they  paid  a heriot  of  the  beft  living 
thing,  or  in  want  thereof,  3s.  4d.  in  money.  That 
there  were  copyholders  holdingpf it,  within  this  parifh,  by 
rent  and  fine  certain  j that  there  was  a common  fine 
due  from  the  townfhip  or  borough  of  Hale- 
bury,  and  a like  from  the  townfhip  of  Penfhurfl, 
a like  from  the  townfhips  or  boroughs  of  Chiding- 
ftone,  Standford,  andCowden;  and  that  there  was  a 
court  baron  and  a court  leet.  The  total  rents,  pro- 
fits, &c.  of  all  which  amounted  to  23I.  and  upwards.’' 
After  this  the  manor  was  fold  by  the  ftate  to  colonel 
Robert  Gibbon,  with  whom  it  remained  till  the  ref- 
toration  of  king  Charles  II.  wlien  the  pofleffion  and 
inheritance  of  it  returned  to  the  crown,  where  it  re- 
mains, as  well  as  the  honour  of  Otford,  at  this  time, 
his  grace  the  duke  of  Dorfet  being  high  fteward  of 
both ; but  the  fee  farm  rents  of  it,  with  thofe  of  other 
manors  belonging  to  the  above  mentioned  honour, 
were  alienated  from  the  crown  in  king  Charles  II.’s 
reign,  and  afterwards  became  the  property  of  Sir 
Jaimes  Dafhwood,  bart.  in  whofe  family  they  ftill  con- 
tinue. 

Soon  after  the  reign  of  William  the  Conqueror 
Penfhurft  was  become  the  refidence  of  a family,  who 
took  their  name  from  it,  and  were  pofTefled  of  the  manor 
then  called  the  manor  of  Penejhurjie  j and  it  appears  by  a 
deedinthe  Regiftrum  RofFenfe,that  Sir  John  Belemeyns, 
canon  of  St.  Paul,  London,  was  in  pofleffion  of  this 
manor,  as  uncle  and  truftee,  in  the  latter  part  of  king 

Surveys,  Aug.  Off.  Roll  of  Partic.  ibid.  Hen.  VIII. 

Henry 
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Henry  III.’s  reign,  to  Stephen  de  Penefliurfte  or  Pen- 
chefter,  who  poflefled  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  I.  He  had  been  knighted,  and  made  con- 
ftable  of  Dover  caftle  and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports  by 
Henry  III.  in  which  ports  he  continued  after  the  ac- 
ceflion  of  king  Edward  He  died  without  iflue  male, 
and  was  buried  in  the  fouth  chancel  of  this  church, 
under  an  altar  tomb,  on  which  lay  his  figure  in  ar- 
mour, reclining  on  a culhion.  He  left  Margery,  his 
fecond  wife,  furviving,  who  held  this  manor  at  her 
death,  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Edward  II.  and  two 
daughters  and  coheirs  j Joane,  married  to  Henry  de 
Cobham  of  R undale,  fecond  fon  of  John  de  Cob- 
ham,  of  Cobham,  in  this  county,  by  his  firrt  wife, 
daughter  of  Warine  Fitz  Benedid and  Alice  to  John 
de  Columbers,  as  appears  by  an  inquifition,  taken  in 
the  3d  year  of  king  Edward  II.  His  arms,  being  Sa- 
hle^  a bend  or^  a label  of  three  points  argent^  rtill  remain 
on  the  roof  of  the  cloirters  of  Canterbury  cathedral. 
Alice,  above  mentioned,  had  this  manor,  with  that  oil 
Lyghe  adjoining,  afligned  to  her  for  her  proportion 
of  their  inheritance  j foon  after  which  thefe  manors  were 
conveyed  to  Sir  John  de  Pulteney,  fon  of  Adamde  Pulte- 
ney  ofMirtertoh,  in  Leicerterihire,  by  Maud  his  wife.  In 
the  15  th  year  of  that  reign  he  had  licence  to  embattle  his 
manfionhoufesof  Penlhurrt,  Chenle  in  Cambridgelhire, 
and  in  London.*  In  the  i ith  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
Thomas,  fon  of  Sir  John  de  Columbers  of  Somerfet- 
Ihire,  releafed  to  him  all  his  right  to  this  manor  and 
the  adyowfon  of  the  chapel  of  Penfhurflii*’  and  the  year 
following  Stephen  de  Columbers,  clerk,  brother  pf 
Sir  Philip,  releafed  to  hiiii  likewife  all  his  right  m 
that  manor  and  Yenesfeld,' and  that  fame  year  he  ob- 
tained a grant  for  free  warren  within  his  demefne  lands 

^ Weever,  p.  319.  Philipott,  p.  214. 

Dug.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  65.  See  more  under  Roundai  in  Shorne. 

* Coll.  Peerage,,  vol.  iii.  p.  613.  Rot.  Pat.  ejus  aii.  part  iii. 

Situated  in  Lyghe  parim, 

* Dugd.  St.  Paul’s,  p.  31.  Strype’s  Stow’s  Surv.  b.  v.  p.  no, 
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within  the  former.  He  was  a perfon  greatly  efteemed 
by  that  king,  in  whofe  reign  he  was  four  times  lord 
mayor  of  London,  and  is  noticed  by  our  hiftonans  for 
his 'piety,  wifdom,  large  polTeffions,  and  magnificent 
houfekeeping.  In  his  life  time  he  performed  feveral 
a6ls  of  public  charity  and  munificence  j and  among 
others  he  founded  a college  in  the  church  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, fince  from  him  named  Poultney,  in  London. 
He  built  the  church  of  Little  Allhallows,  in  Thames- 
ftreet,  and  the  Carmelites  church,  and  the  gate  to  their 
monaftery,  in  Coventry ; and  a chapel  or  chantry  in  St. 
Paul’s,  London.  Befides  which,  by  his  will,  he  left 
many  charitable  legacies,  and  diredled  to  be  buried  in 
the  church  of  St.  Laurence  above  mentioned.  He 
bore  for  his  arms,  Argent  afefs  dancette  gtiles,  in  chief 
three  leopards  heads  fable. 

By  the  inquifition  taken  after  his  death,  it  appears, 
that  he  died  in  the  23d  year  of  that  reign,  being  then 
poflcired  of  this  manor,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  cha- 
pel, Lyghe,  South-park,  and  Orbifton  woods,  with 
lands  in  Lyghe  and  Tappenalh,  and  others  in  this 
county.  He  left  Margaret  his  wife  furviving,  who 
married,  fecondly.  Sir  Nicholas  Lovaine;  and  he,  in 
her  right,  became  pofleffed  of  a life  eflate  in  this  ma- 
nor and  the  others  above  mentioned,  in  which  they 
feem  afterwards  jointly  to  have  had  the  fee  j for  Sir 
William  Pulteney,  her  fon,  in  his  life  time,  veiled  his 
intereft  in  thefe  manors  and  eftates  in  truftees,  and  died 
without  ifliie  in  the  40th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  when 
Robert  de  Pulteney  was  found  to  be  his  kiniman  and 
next  heir,  who  was  ancellor  to  the  late  earl  of  Bath. 
The  truftees  afterw'ards,  in  the  48th  year  of  it,  con- 
veyed them,  together  with  all  the  other  eftates  of  which 
Sir  John  Pulteney  died  poflefled,  to  Sir  Nicholas  Lo- 
vaine and  Margaret  his  wife,  and  their  heirs  for  ever. 
Sir  Nicholas  Lovaine  above  mentioned  was  a defend- 
ant of  the  noble  farnily  of  Lovaine,  a younger  branch  of 
the  duke  of  Lorraine,  Godfrey  de  Lovaine,  having 
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that  Turname  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  poflefled  lands 
in  England  in  right  of  his  mother,  grand  daughter  of 
king  Stephen,  of  whole  defcendants  this  Nicholas  was 
a younger  branch.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Gules,  afefs 
argent  between  fourteen  billets  or ; which  arms  were 
quartered  by  Bourchier  earl  of  Bath,  and  Devereux 
earl  of  ElTex.'*  ^ He  died  polTelTed  of  this  manor,  leav- 
ing one  fon,  Nicholas,  who  having  married  Margaret, 
eldeft  daughter  of  John  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  wi~ 
dow  of  Henry  lord  Beaumont,  died  without  ilTue,  and 
a daughter  Margaret,  who  at  length  became  her  bro- 
ther’s heir. 

Margaret,  the  widow  of  Nicholas  the  fon,  on  his 
death,  poflefled  this  manor  for  her  life,  and  was  after- 
wards re-married  to  Sir  John  Devereux,  who  in  her 
right  held  it.  He  was  defcended  from  a family  which 
had  their  furname  from  Eureux,  a town  of  note  in  Nor- 
mandy, and  there  were  feveral  generations  of  them  in 
England  before  they  were  peers  of  this  realm,  the  firft: 
of  them  fummoned  to  parliament  being  this  Sir  John 
Devereux,  who  being  bred  a foldier,  was  much  em- 
ployed in  the  wars  both  of  king  Edward  III.  and  king 
Richard  II.  and  had  many  important  trufts  conferred 
on  him.  In  the  1 1 th  year  of  the  latter  reign,  being 
then  a knight  banneret,  he  was  made  conftable  of 
Dover  caftle  and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports.  In  the 
1 6th  year  of  that  reign,  he  had  licence  to  fortify  and 
cmbattle'his  manlion  houle  at  Penlhurft,  the  year  af- 
ter which  he  died,  leaving  Margaret  his  wife,  furvi- 
ving,  who  had  an  afllgnation  of  this  manor  as  part  of 
her  dower.  She  died  polTelTed  of  it,  with  Yensheld, 
and  other  lands,  about  the  joth  year  of  king  Henry  IV. 
and  was  fucceeded  in  them  by  Margaret,  filter  and 
heir  of  her  hulband,  Nicholas  Lovaine,  who  was  twice 
married,  firft  to  Rich.  Chamberlayn,  efq.  of  Sherburn, 
in  Oxfordlhirei  and  fecondly  to  Sir  Philip  St.  Clere, 

t Coll.  Peer.  yoI.  iii.  p.  620.  Cooke’s  Bar.  MSS. 
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of  Aldham,  St.  Clere,  in  Ightham.‘=  Both  of  thefe, 
in  right  of  their  wite,  feeni  to  have  pofiefled  this 
manor,  which  defcended  .to  John  St.  Clere,  fon  of 
the  latter,  who  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  John  duke  of 
Bedford,  third  fon  of  king  Henry  IV.  by  Mary  his 
wife,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Humphry  de  Bohun, 
earl  of  Hereford,  Effex,  and  Northampton. 

The  duke  of  Bedford  was  the  great  fupport  and 
glory  of  this  kingdom  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign 
of  his  infant  nephew,  king  Henry  VI.  his  courage  was 
unequalled,  and  was  followed  by  fuch  rapid  fuccefs 
in  his  wars  in  France,  where  he  was  regent,  and  com- 
manded the  Englifh  army  in  perfon,  that  he  ftmck 
the  greateft  terror  into  his  enemies.  The  vidories 
he  acquired  fo  humbled  the  F rench,  that  he  crowned 
king  Henry  VI.  at  Paris,  in  which  city  he  died  great- 
ly lamented,  in  the  14th  year  of  that  reign, ^ and  was 
buried  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Roan.  He  was 
twice  married,  but  left  Iffue  by  neither  of  his  wives. 
He  died  pofiefled  of  the  manors  of  Penlhurft,  Ha- 
venden-court,  and  Yensfield,  as  was  then  found  by 
inquifition  ; in  which  he  was  fucceeded  by  his  next 
brother,  Humphry  duke  of  Gloucefter,  fourth  fon  of 
king  Henry  IV.  by  Mary  his  wife,  daughter  and  co- 
heir of  Humphry  de  Bohun,  earl  of  Hereford,  &G. 
who  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  had  had  the 
offices  of  conftable  of  Dover  caftle  and  warden  of  the 
cinque  ports,  granted  to  him  for  the  term  of  his  life  ; 
and  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  was,  by  par- 
liament, made  proteftor  of  England,  durihg  the 
king’s  minority ; and  the  fame  year  he  was  confti- 
tuted  chamberlain  of  England,  at  the  coronation  of 
that  prince  was  appointed  high  fteward  of  England. 

The  duke  was,  for  his  virtuous  endowments,  fur- 
named  the  Good,  and  for  his  jufiice  was  efieemed 

Philipott,  p.  270.  Coll.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  503.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 

^ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  2bo.  Sandf.  Gen.  Hift.  p.  304. 
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the  father  of  his  country,  notwithflanding  which,  af- 
ter he  had,  under  king  Henry  VI.  his  nephew,  go- 
verned this  kingdom  twenty-five  years,  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  he  was,  by  the  means  of  Margaret  of  Aujou, 
his  nephew’s  queen,  who  envied  his  power,  arrefted 
at  the  parliament  held  at  St.  Edmundfbury,  by  John 
lord  Beaumont,  then  high  conftable  of  England,  ac- 
companied by  the  duke  of  Buckingham  and  others ; 
and  the  night  following,  being  the  laft  of  February, 
anno  25  king  Henry  VI.  he  was  found  dead  in  his 
bed,  it  being  the  general  opinion  that  he  was  ftran- 
gled ; though  his  body  was  (hewn  to  the  lords  and 
commons,  with  an  account  of  his  having  died  of  an 
apoplexy  or  impofthume  ; after  which  he  was  buried 
in  the  abbey  of  St.  Alban,  near  the  fhrine  of  that 
proto-martyr,  and  a ftately  monument  was  erected 
to  his  memory. 

This  duke  married  two  wives;  firfl  Jaqueline, 
daughter  and  heir  of  William  duke  of  Bavaria,  to 
whom  belonged  the  earldoms  of  Holand,  Zeland, 
and  Henault,  and  many  other  ricli  feignories  in  the 
Netherlands ; after  which  he  ufed  thefe  titles,  Hum- 
phrey, by  the  grace  of  God,  fon,  brother,  and  uncle 
to  kings;  duke  of  Gloucefter;  earl  of  Henault,  Ho- 
land, Zeland,  and  Pembroke ; lord  of  Friefland ; 
great  chamberlain  of  the  kingdom  of  England ; and 
proteftor  and  defender  of  the  kingdom  and  church  of 
England.  But  (he  having  already  been  married  to 
John  duke  of  Brabant,  and  a fuit  of  divorce  being 
flill  depending  between  them,  and  the  Pope  having 
pronounced  her  marriage  with  the  duke  of  Brabaht 
lawful,  the  duke  of  Gloucefter  refigned  his  right  to 
her,  and  forthwith,  after  this,  married  Eleanor  Cob- 
ham,  daughter  of  Regirlald,,  lord  Cobham  of  Ster- 
borough,  who  had  formerly  been  his  concubine.  A 
few  years  before  the  duke’s  death  fhe  was  accufed  of 
witchcraft,  and  of  confpiriiig  the  king’s  deaths  'for 
whicli  fhe  was  condetnned  to  folemn  peilrtRhce  In 

London, 
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T ,ondon,  for  three  feveral  da)'s,  and  afterwards  com- 
mifted  to  perpetual  imprifonment  in  the  ifle  of  Man. 
He  built  the  divinity  fchools  at  Oxford,  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  that  famous  library  over  them,  fince 
increafed  by  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  enriching  it  with  a 
choice  colledtion  of  manufcripts  out  of  France  and 
Italy.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  ^arterlyy  France  and 
Enyland^  a bordnre  argent."^ 

By  the  inquifition,  taken  after  his  death,  it  appears, 
that  he  died  poflelfed  of  the  manors  of  Penfhurlt,  Ha- 
venden-court,  and  Yensfield,  in  this  county,  and  that 
dying  without  iflue,  king  Henry  VI.  was  his  coufm 
and  next  heir. 

The  manor  of  Penlhurft  thus  coming  into  the  hands 
of  the  crown,  was  granted  that  year  to  Humphrey 
Stafford,  who,  in  confideration  of  his  near  alliance  in 
blood  to  king  Henry  VI.  being  the  fon  of  Edmund 
earl  of  Stafford,  by  Anne,  eldeft  daughter  of  Thomas 
of  Woodftock,  duke  of  Gloucefher,  fixth  and  youngeft 
fon  of  king  Edward  III.  Mary,  the  other  daughter 
and  coheir,  having  married  Henry  of  Bullingbroke, 
afterwards  king  Henry  IV.  and  grandfather  of  king 
Henry  VI. as  well  as  for  his  eminent  fervices  to  his 
country,  had  been,  in  the  23d  year  of  that  reign,  cre- 
ated duke  of  Buckingham.  He  was  afterwards  ffain 
in  the  battle  of  Northampton,  fighting  valiantly  there 
on  the  king’s  part.  By  the  inquifition,  taken  after 
his  death,  it  appears  that  he  died  in  the  38th  year  of 
that  reign  poffelfed  of  this  manor  of  Penfhurft,  among 
others  in  this  county  and  elfewhere ; which  afterwards 
defcended  dowm  to  his  great  grandfon,  Edward  duke 
of  Buckingham,  but  in  the  13th  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
this  duke  being  accufed  of  confpiring  the  king’s  death, 
he  was  brought  to  his  trial,  and  being  found  guilty, 
was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill  that  year.  In  the  par- 

* Dugd.  Bar,  vol.  ii.  p.  198,  199.  Sandf.  Gen.  Hift.  p.  304, 
309.  .York’s  Honor,  p.  155.  Sandf.  ibid.  p.  227^  232,  258. 
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liament  begun  April  15,  next  year,  this  duke,  though 
there  paffed  an  ad  for  his  attainder,  yet  there  was  one 
like  wife  for  the  reftitution  in  blood  of  Henry  his  eldeft 
fon,  but  not  to  his  honors  or  lands,  fo  that  this  manor, 
among  his  other  eftates,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown] 
after  which  the  king  feems  to  have  kept  it  in  his  own 
hands,  for  in  his  36th  year,  he  purchafed  different  par- 
cels of  land  to  enlarge  his  park  here,  among  which  was 
Well-place,  and  one  hundred  and  feventy  acres  of  land, 
belonging  to  it,  then  the  eftate  of  John  and  Williani 
Fry,  all  which  he  inclofed  within  the  pale  of  it,  though 
the  purchafe  of  the  latter  was  not  completed  till  the 
year  of  king  Edward  Vl.i  who  feems  to  have  granted 
the  park  of  Penfhurft  to  John,  earl  of  Warwick,  for 
that  earl,  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign,  granted  this 
park  to  that  king  again  in  exchange  for  other  premifes. 
In  which  year  the  king  granted  the  manor  of  Penlhurfl, 
with  its  members  and  appurtenances,  late  parcel  of  the 
pofTeffions  of  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  to  Sir  Ralph 
Fane,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fervice,  being  the 
grandfon  of  Henry  Vane,  alias  Fane,  of  Hilfden  Tun- 
bridge, efq.  but  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  having 
zealoufly  efpoufed  the  interefts  of  the  duke  of  Somerfet, 
he  was  accufed  of  being  an  accomplice  with  him,  and 
being  found  guilty,  was  hanged  on  Tower-hill  that  year. 

^ He  died  without  ilfue  and  his  eftate  became  for- 
feited to  the  crown,  where  this  manor  ftaid  but  a Ihort 
time,  for  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent  that  year,- 
granted  to  Sir  William  Sidney,  and  his  heirs,  his  ma- 
nor and  park  of  Penlhurft,  with  its  appurtenances,  le- 
Court  lands  in  Penfhurft  and  Chidingftone,  the  manor 
of  Endsfield,  called  Endsfield  farm,  and  his  park  in  the 
parifti  of  Lyghe,  by  eftimation  three  hundred  acres  of 
land,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s  fcrvice.  This  fa- 
mily of  Sidney,  which  was  antiently  feated  at  Cranleigh, 
in  Wry,  and  Kingefham,  in  Suflex,  had  their  original 

‘ Aiigtn.  otf.  Deeds  of  Purch.  and  Exch,  Box.  D.  66. 
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from  Sir  William  Sidney,  chamberlain  to  Henry  II. 
who  came  with  him  from  Anjou,  a diredt  defcendant 
from  whom  was  Sir  William  Sidney  above-mentioned, “ 
who  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had  acquired 
great  reputation  in  his  profeflion,  as  a foldier,  and  in 
the  5th  year  of  that  reign  commanded  the  right  wing 
of  the  army  under  the  earl  of  Surry,  at  the  battle  of 
Floddenfield,  when  he  was  made  a knight  banneret. 
He  was  chamberlain  and  afterwards  fteward  to  prince 
Edward  before  his  acceflion  to  the  crown,  after  which 
he  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  king  Edward’s  privy 
chamber.  He  died  in  the  7th  year  of  Edward  VI.  and 
was  buried  at  Penfliurft,  leaving  by  Anne  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Hugh  Pagenham,  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  his 
fon  and  heir,  and  four  daughters.  Sir  Henry  Sidney 
had  polfeflion  granted  of  the  manors  of  Penlhurft  and 
Yensfield  that  year.  He  was  highly  eftecmed  by  king 
Edward  VI.  with  whom  he  had  been  bred  from  his  in- 
fancy, and  brought  up  in  the  court  as  a companion  to 
him,  at  whofe  accefTion  he  was  knighted,  and  made 
gentleman  of  his  privy  chamber,  and  in  the  3d  year  of 
his  reign  fent  ambaflador  into  F ranee,  though  not  fully 
twenty-one  years  old.  He  was  afterwards  eleded 
knight  of  the  garter,  was  of  the  privy  council,  and 
four  times  made  lord  juftice  of  Ireland,  and  thrice  de- 
puty for  that  realm,  which  is  much  indebted  to  him  for 
the  wife  and  prudent  regulations  he  made,  and  the 
public  works  he  effeded  during  his  government  there. 
Having  in  his  paflage  by  water  from  Ludlow  in  Wales, 
of  which  principality  he  was  then  prefident,  taken  cold, 
he  died  after  a few  days  ficknefs  in  the  2 8di  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  at  the  biOiop’s  palace  at  Wor- 
cefter  ; whence  his  body  was,  l3y  the  queen’s 
order,  conveyed  with  great  folemnity,  according  to  his 
degree,  to  Penfhurft,  where  it  was  interred,  but  his 
heart  was  carried  back  to  Ludlow,  and  buried  there. 

^ Coll.  Peer,  ad  edit.  vol.  ii,  p.  145  et  feq.  and  Dugd.  Bar.  vol. 
ii,  p.  410  et  feq.  There  are  many  pedigrees  of  this  family  among, 
the  Harleian  MSS.  in  the  Britilh  Mufeum.  „ . 
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By  the  lady  Mary,  eldeft  daughter  of  John  Dudley 
4uke  of  Northumberland,  he  had  three  Tons,  Sir  Philip’ 
Sir  Robert,  and  Sir  Thomas  Sidney,  and  one  furviving 
daughter,  Mary,  married  to  Henry,  earl  of  Pembroke. 
Her  name  is  highly  celebrated  by  her  brother.  Sir  Phi- 
lip Sidney,  in  his  Arcadia. 

Sir  Philip  Sidney,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  born  as  is 
fuppofed  at  Pennmrft,  Nov.  24,  1554,  and  had  he  not 
been  cut  off  fo  foon,  would  moft  likely  have  proved 
<^e  of  the  greateft  worthies  that  England  had  ever 
feen,  as  well  for  his  learning  as  his  other  extraordinary 
qualities.  Being  made  governor  of  Flufliing,  in  Ze- 
land,  he  went  over  into  Flanders  with  the  forces  fent 
to  affift  the  ftates,  and  encountering  the  Spaniards  near 
Zutphen,  in  Guilderland,  on  Sept.  22,  in  the  fame 
year  in  which  his  fadier  died,  was  there  mortally 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  died  on  Odober  10  follow- 
ing, at  Arnheim,  st.  34.  Camden,  in  his  eulogium 
on  this  excellent  perfon,  fays,  he  was  the  great  glory  of 
his  family,  the  great  hopes  of  mankind,  the  moft  livelv 
pattern  of  virtue,  and  the  darling  of  the  learned  world.* 
Not  many  months  after,  his  corps  was  brought  over  to 
England,  and  interred  with  great  honour  above  the 
choir  in  St.  Paul’s  church,  London,  with  no  fmali  la- 
mentation, not  only  of  the  queen  and  court,  but  of  the 
nation  in  general.  He  left  by  Frances  his  wife,  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  fecretarv"  of 
ftate,  (who  afterwards  married  Robert,  earl  of  Effex, 
and  after  that  the  earl  of  Clanrickard)  an  only  daughter 
named  Elizabeth,  who  afterwards  married  Roger,  earl 
of  Rutland. 

’ Sir  Robert  Sidney,  his  next  brother  and  heir,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  his  eftates,  and  in  the  31ft  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth  was  appointed  governor  likewife  of  Fluffing, 
and  was  afterwards  fent  ambaffador  into  France.  On 
king  James’s  acccffipn  to  the  throne,  he  was  by  letters 
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patent  in  the  ift  year  of  that  reign,  created  a baron 
by  the  title  of  lord  Sidney,  of  Penlhurft,  in  this  county, 
and  there  were  created  with  him  lord  Cecil,  lordKnoUes, 
and  lord  W otton,  the  two  latter  came  in  their  ordinary  ap- 
parel before  the  king,  and  had  their  robes  laid  over  their 
fiioulders,  when  their  patents  were  delivered  to  them, 
that  Sir  Robert  Cecil’s  crookednefs  might  be  the  lefs 
obferved. 

In  the  3d  year  of  that  reign  he  was  created  vifcount 
Lifle,"’  and  in  the  1 5th  year  of  it  inftalled  knight  ol 
the  garter,  and  in  further  confideration  of  his  fervices 
he  was  next  year  created  earl  of  Leicefter,  the  cere- 
mony of  his  creation  being  performed  in  the  hall  of  the 
bifhop’s  palace  at  Salifbury,  and  he  was  alfo  of  the 
council  to  the  lord  president  of  Wales,  and  of  the  privy 
council  to  king  James,  and  dying  at  Penfhurft  in  1626, 
anno  2 king  Charles  1.  was  buried  in  this  church. 

He  was  twice  married  j firft,  to  Barbara,  daughter 
and  heir  to  John  Gamage,  elq.  of  Coy  tie,  in  Glamor- 
ganfhire,  by  whom  he  had  three  fons.  Sir  William, 
born  at  Flufhing,  and  naturalized  by  ad  of  parliament, 
who  died  unmarried.  Henry,  who  died  in  his  infancy, 
and  Sir  Robert,  made  knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  creation 
of  Henry,  prince  of  Wales,  and  eight  daughters.  Of 
whom,  Barbara  married  Thomas  Smith,  elq.  of  Wef- 
tenhan'ger,  afterwards  created  vifcount  Strangford,  af- 
terward^s  married  to  Sir  Thomas  Colepeper.  His  fe- 
cond  wife  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Blunt,  efq. 
and  widow  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Sutton-at-Hone, 
to  whom  he  was  married  but  on  the  2 5th  of  April  be- 
fore his  death. 

Sir  Robert  Sidney,  vifcount  Lifle,  was  his  only 
furviving  fon,  and  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Charles  I. 
fucceeded  him  as  earl  of  Leicefter.  He  was  by  king 
James  fcveral  times  fent  ambalTador  to  the  king  of 
Denmark,  the  ftates  of  Germany,  and  the  court  of 
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France,  and  on  the  removal  of  the  earl  of  Strafford, 
was  nominated  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  though  he 
never  went  over  thither. 

He  died  at  Penlhurft  in  1677,  having  married  Do- 
rothy, eldefl;  daughter  of  Henry  Percy,  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland. During  whofe  reffdence  here  in  1649 
the  earl  of  Northumberland,  her  brother,  being  defirous 
of  furrendering  his  truft  of  the  cuftody  of  the  duke  of 
Glouceller  and  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  procured  his 
filler,  the  coiintels  of  Leicefter,  the  government  of 
them ; upon  which  they  were  removed  to  Penlhurft- 
place,  on  June  ii,  and  remained  here  about  a year. 
The  earl  of  Leicefter  had  by  his  countefs  fix  fons  and 
eight  daughters,  of  thofe  the  eldeft,  lady  Dorothy,  whom 
Mr.  Waller  has  celebrated  under  the  name  of  Sachariffa, 
in  his  poems,  was  married  to  Henry,  lord  Spencer,  after- 
wards created  earl  of  Sunderland,  andfecondly,  to  Ro- 
bert Smith,  efq.  of  Bidborough,  anceftor  of  the  late  lord 
chief  baron  Smy  the;  Lucy  to  Sir  Thomas  Pelham,  bart. 
of  SuflTex  ; Anne  to  Jofeph  Cart,  A.  M.  and  Ifabella  to 
Philip,  vifcount  Strangford.  Of  the  fons  who  fur- 
vived  to  maturity,  Philip  was  his  fuccelTor ; Algernon 
was  that  moft  zealous  republican,  who  fet  up  Marcus 
Brutus  for  his  pattern,  and  was  beheaded  on  Tower- 
hill  in  1683,  for  being  concerned  in  the  Rye-houfe 
plot;  and  Robert,  the  third  fon,  died  at  Penlhurft  in 
1674.  Henry,  the  youngeft  furviving  fon,  was  in 
1689  created  baron  of  Milton,  and  vifcount  Sidney  of 
the  ifle  of  Shepey,  and  in  1694  was  advanced  to  the 
title  of  earl  of  Romney  in  this  county,  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1 704. 

The  eldeft  fon  Philip  fucceeded  to  the  titles  and 
eftate,  and  lived  in  great  honor  and  efteem  to  a good 
old  age,  dying  at  London  in  1698.  He  married  Ca- 
therine, daughter  of  Willisni  Cecil,  earl  ofSalilbury, 
who  died  in  1658,  by  whom  he  had  Robert  his  fuc- 

celTor,  and  two  daughters. 
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Robert,  his  Ton  and  heir,  v/as  called  up  by  writ  to 
the  houfe  of  peers  in  his  father’s  life-time,  in  1689,  and 
fucceeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Leicefter  in  1698.  He 
died  in  1702,  and  was  buried  at  Penfliurft,  having  had 
by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  John  Egerton,  earl 
of  Bridgewater,  four  fons  and  two  daughters,  who  fur- 
vivcd  him  ; of  the  former,  Philip,  the  fecond  fon,  was 
his  fuccefibr;  John,  the  fourth  fon,  fucceeded  him  as 
earl  of  Leicefter  j Thomas,"  the  fixth  fon,  was  a co- 
lonel of  dragoons,  and  left  two  daughters,  his  coheirs  j 
Mary,  who  married  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  of 
Lowthorpe,  in  Leicefterfliire  ; and  Elizabeth,  who 
married  William  Perry,  efq.  of  Turville-park,  in  Buck- 
inghamlliire,  of  whom  hereafter  ; and  Joceline,  the 
feventh  fon,  at  length  fucceeded  his  brother  John,  as 
earl  of  Leicefter. 

Philip,  the  eldeft  furviving  fon,  above-mentioned, 
fucceeded  his  father  as  earl  of  Leicefter,  and  married 
Anne,  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Robert  Reeves, 
bart.  of  Suffolk.  (Mary,  the  other  daughter  and  co- 
heir of  Sir  Thomas  Reeves,  married  colonel  Thomas 
Sidney,  the  earl’s  younger  brother)  by  whom  he  left  no 
furviving  iffue.  He  died  in  1 705,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church,  onwhich  the  titles  and  eftate  devolved  to  his  next 
brother,  J ohn  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  was  appointed  one  of 
the  lords  of  the  king’s  bedchamber,  and  in  1717  war- 
den of  the  cinque  ports,  and  conftable  of  Dover-caftle, 
after  which  he  was  made  a knight  of  the  Bath,  captain 
of  the  yeomen  of  the  guards,  and  lord  lieutenant  of  this 
county  ; in  1732  he  was  fworn  of  the  privy  council,  and 
at  the  fame  time  conftable  of  the  tower  of  London. 
He  died  unmarried  in  1737,  and  was  buried  at  Penf- 
hurft.  On  which  (Thomas,  the  third  and  next  fur- 
viving fon  of  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter,  having  died  in 
1729,  without  male  iffue,  leaving  by  Mary  his  wife, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir  Robert  Reeves,  bart.  as  be- 
fore-mentioned, only  two  daughters  and  coheirs)  the 
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titles  and  eftate  devolved  to  Joceline,  the  fourth  fur- 
viving  fon  of  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter,  who  married 
in  1717  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  and  heir  of  Mr.  Tho- 
mas, of  Glamorganfliire,  but  died  without  lawful  iOlie 
in  1743,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  being  the  laft 
heir  male  of  this  noble  family,  in  whom  the  title  of 
earl  of  Leicefter  expired.  They  bore  for  their  arms. 
Or,  a pheon's  head  azure ; and  for  their  creft.  On  a 
zvreathy  a bear,  fujtaining  a ragged  Jlaff,  argent,  his 
vmzzle  fable,  and  his  plain  collar  and  chain  or  and 
they  fometimes  gave.  On  a wreath,  a porcupine  azure, 
his  quills,  collar,  and  chain  or." 

Joceline,  earl  of  Leicefter,  had  in  1738,  fufFered  a 
common  recovery  of  his  eftates,  confifting  of  the  ma- 
nors of  Penfhurft,  Cepham,  alias  Cophams,  Hawden, 
alias  Havenden-court,  Hepfbroke,  alias  Ford-place, 
Weft  Lyghe,  Eaft  and  Weft  Eweherft,  Ensfield,  alias 
Yensfield,  and  Rendftey,  in  this  county,  the  capital 
mefluage  of  Penfhurft-place,  with  its  appurtenances, 
Penfhurft-park,  and  the  grounds  adjoining  to  it,  moftly 
within  the  pales  called  the  Old  and  NTw  Park,  contain- 
ing upwards  of  1050  acres,  together  with  the  advow- 
fons  of  Penfliurft  and  Cowden,  and  the  reftories  or 
parfonages  impropriate  of  Lyghe  and  Ensfield,  and  the 
feveral  woods  and  coppices  in  Penfliurft,  Lyghe,  Bid- 
borough,  Tunbridge,  Chidingftone  and  Speldhurft,- 
Ford -place -farm,  Redleaf-houfe,  and  other  eftates 
therein-mentioned,  fituated  in  the  parifli  of  Penfhurft, 
together  with  feveral  lands  and  tenements  in  Lyghe, 
Bidborough  and  Tunbridge,  in  this  county,  to  the  ufe 
of  him  and  his  heirs  and  afligns  for  ever. 

Upon  which  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  and  dame 
Mary  his  wife,  and  William  Perry,  efq.  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife,  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  colonel  Thomas 
Sidney  as  before-mentioned,  laid  claim  to  thofe  ma- 

" MSS.  pedigree  of  Sidney.  Coll.  Peer.  edit.  2d.  vol.  ii.  p.  154 
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nors  andeftates,  infifting  tbai-  earl  Joceline,  by  fufFer- 
ing  fuch  recovery,  being  before  only  tenant  for  life, 
had  forfeited  fuch  life-eftate  in  them,  and  having  no 
lawful  ifllie,  they  as  heirs  of  the  body  and  heirs  general 
of  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter,  were  entitled  to  the  next 
eflates  in  remainder  created  by  a fettlement  made  of 
them  by  him  in  1700,  expedant  on  the  e Rate  for  life 
of  Joceline,  and  therefore  that  they  and  their  hufbands 
were  entitled  to  take  advantage  of  fuch  forfeiture,  upon 
which  in  1739,  commenced  a fuit  in  chancery  for 
the  recovery  of  them,  during  the  litigation  of  which, 
Joceline,  earl  of  Leicefter,  died  in  1743,  without  if- 
fue,  having  by  his  will  given  all  his  eftates  to  Anne 
Sidney,  his  natural  daughter  ; being  then  an  infant  (lie, 
by  her  guardians  a few  months  after  the  earl’s  death, 
exhibited  a bill  in  chancery  againft  Sir  Brownlow  She- 
rard  and  William  Perry,  efq.  infifting  that  earl  Joce- 
line was  tenant  in  tail  by  the  former  fettlement,  and  by 
the  faid  recovery  was  feifed  in  fee  fimple,  and  claimed 
the  eftates  under  his  will  as  above  recited. 

After  great  litigation,  the  fuit  being  at  ilTue,  was 
tried  at  the  bar  of  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  in  1745, 
when  after  a long  hearing  the  jury  found  a fpecial  ver- 
did,  wherein  the  infanity  of  the  earl,  before  infifted 
on,  was  not  touched  on,  but  remained  ftill  to  be  con- 
troverted, and  as  both  parties  found  thefe  fuits  at  law 
very  expenfive,  and  that  it  would  be  many  years  before 
they  would  be  decided,  and  the  guardians  of  Anne 
Sidney  forefeeing  if  the  will  w'as  fet  afide  flie  would  be 
deftitute  of  maintenance,  they  agreed  to  compromife 
this  difpute,  and  they  agreed  that  Sir  Brownlow  She- 
rard  and  Mary  his  w'ifc,  and  William  Perry,  efq.  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  fhould  enjoy  all  the  manors  and 
eftates  whatfoever  of  the  earl  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
and  that  one  moiety  of  them  fhould  be  fetded  in  truf- 
tees  for  the  ufe  of  dame  Mary  Sherard,  and  the  heirs 
oi  her  body,  with  remainder  to  her  and  her  heirs,  and 
the  other  moiety  in  truftees  for  the  ufe  of  Elizabeth 
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Perry,  in  like  manner  as  tenants  in  common,  and  not  as 
joint  tenants,  and  that  each  Ihould  be  fubjed  to  a fum  of 
' money  to  be  paid  for  the  life  of  the  faid  Anne  Sidney,  (af- 
terwards married  to  Henry  Streatfeild,  efq.  of  Chiding- 
ftone,)  who  was  likewife  to  enjoy  the  earl’s  eftate  m 
Glamorganfhire,  according  to  his  will,  fubjea:  to  fuch 
eftate  as  Elizabeth,  countefs  of  Leicefter,  had  in  it. 
All  which  was  confirmed  by  an  a6t  of  parliament  pafled 
for  this  purpofe  in  the  20th  year  of  the  late  king. 

After  which.  Sir  Brovvnlow  Sherard  and  Mary  his 
wife,  and  William  Perry,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
remained  poflefted,  as  tenants  in  common,  of  the  ma- 
nors ofPenftiurft,  Cepham,  Hawlbrooke,  Heplbrooke, 
alias  Ford-place,  Weft  Lyghe,  Eaft  and  Weft  Ewe- 
herft,  Rcndfley,  Penfhurft-place,  and  the  park,  con- 
fifting  of  four  hundred  and  nineteen  acres  within  the 
pales.  Well-place  within  the  park,  Afhore,  part  of  it, 
and  other  lands  belonging  to  it,  and  the  reft  of  the  eftates 
mentioned  in  the  aft,  part  of  them  theydivided  intofepa- 
rate  moieties  ; that  moiety  allotted  to  SirB.  Sherard  and 
Mary  his  wife,  confifted  of  the  manfion  of  Ford- 
place-farm,  Ensfield,  Moody’s-farm,  Upper- Latter- 
hams,  now  called  Warrens,  Lyghe-park,  South-park, 
Priory  and  Crouch  lands.  Court  lands,  and  other  lands 
and  woods,  and  the  advowfons  of  the  churches  of 
‘Lyghe  and  Cowden ; the  other  moiety  allotted  to  Mr. 
Perry  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  confifted  of  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  church  of  Penfhurft,  Parfonage-farm  at 
Lyghe,  meftuages  and  lands  called  Naflies,  Double- 
tons, Redleafe,  and  other  lands  and  woods  belonging 
to  the  fame. 

Sir  Brownlow  Sherard  was  defeended  of  a younger 
branch  of  the  Sherards,  earls  of  Harborough,  and  bore 
the  fame  arms,  viz.  Argent^  a chevron  gules,  between 
three  torteaux,  with  a crejeent  for  difference.  He  died 
in  1748  without  iflue,°  after  which  his  widow  poflefted 
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this  moiety  of  thefe  eftates,  and  in  i752>  had  the 
king’s  fign  manual  that  fhe  and  her  iflue  fhould  ufe  the 
name  of  Sidney,  and  the  coat  armour  of  Robert,  late 
earl  of  Leicefter,  deceafed. 

Lady  Mary  Sidney  Sherard  died  without  iffue  in 
1758,  and  by  her  will  in  1757,  gave  her  intereft  in 
thcle  eftates  to  Anne,  widow  of  Sir  William  Yonge, 
bart.  K.  B.  and  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas,  lord 
Howard,  of  Effingham,  for  her  life,  remainder  to  her  fon 
Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.  of  Efcot,  in  Devonfhire. 
They  in  the  year  1770  joined  in  the  fale  of  the  undi- 
vided moiety  of  the  Sidney  eftate  before-mentioned, 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perry,  of  Penftiurft-place,  and  in 
the  fale  of  the  divided  moiety  as  above-mentioned  (ex- 
cept the  advowfons  of  Lyghe  and  Cowden)  to  Richard 
Alnutt,  efq.  merchant  of  London,  who  on  part  of  it 
called  South  park,  in  this  parifti,  built  a feat  for  his 
refidence,  which  he  called  by  that  name,  and  dying  in 
1789,  left  by  his  will  this  feat  of  South-park,  with  the 
manerial  rights  of  it,  together  wdth  the  reft  of  thefe 
eftates  in  truftees,  for  the  benefit  of  his  infant  grand- 
children (his  eldeft  fon  Richard  having  deceafed  in 
, 1779)  the  eldeft  of  whom,  Richard  Alnutt,  efq.  who 
in  1793  married  Frances,  daughter  of  William  Wood- 
gate,  efq.  of  Summer-hill,  is  now  poffefled  of  it,  and 
refides  here. 

William  Perry,  efq.  who  married  Elizabeth,  the  other 
daughter  and  coheir  of  colonel  Thomas  Sidney,  as 
above  related,  and  bore  for  his  arms,  Jzure,  a fejs 
embattled  argent ^ betzveen  three  pears  or^  refided  at 
Penffiurft-place,  which  he  repaired  and  beautified,  en- 
riching it  with  a good  colleftion  of  pidlures,  which  he 
had  purchafed  in  his  travels  through  Italy.  In  1752 
he  procured  the  king’s  fign  manual,  that  the  iflue  of 
himfelf  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  grand  daughter  and 
heir  of  Robert,  late  earl  of  Leicefter,  deceafed,  might 
ufe  and  enjoy  the  name  of  Sidney  only,  and  bear  and 
ufe  the  coat  armour  of  the  faid  late  earl. 
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He  died  in  1757,  having  had  one  fon  Algernon  Per- 
ry Sidney,  who  died  unmarried  in  1768,  and  five 
daughters,  Mary,  Jane  and  Anne,  who  died  unmar- 
ried, Elizabeth,  the  fecond  daughter,  married  Bifhe 
Shelley,  efq.  and  Frances,  the  fifth,  married  Mr.  Poic- 
tiers,  fince  deceafed,  by  whom  fhe  has  ifTue. 

He  left  Elizabeth  his  wife  furviving,  who  poffefled 
the  other  divided  moiety  of  thefe  eftates  allotted  to  her 
in  thedivifion  of  them,  and  in  1770,  purchafed  of  lady 
Yonge,  and  Sir  George  Yonge,  her  fon,  the  undivided 
moiety  of  the  reft  of  them  mentioned  before,  fo  that 
file  became  the  entire  pofleflbr  of  the  manors  of  Penf- 
hurft,  Cepham,  Hawfbrooke,  Hepfbrooke,  alias  Ford- 
place,  Weft  Lyghe,  Eaft  and  Weft  Eweherft  and 
Rendfley,  of  Penlhurft- place  and  the  park,  Well-place, 
Alhore,  and  other  lands  belonging  to  it. 

But  after  Mrs.  Perry  had  remained  fome  years  af- 
terwards in  the  pofteflion  of  thefe  eftates,  another  claim 
was  fet  up  to  them  by  John  Sidney,  efq.  who  vouched, 
that  he  was  the  fon  and  heir  of  Joceline,  earl  of  Lei- 
cefter,  byJiis  wife  Elizabeth-Thomas,  and  accordingly 
he,  by  the  title  of  John,  earl  of  Leicefter,  inftituted  a 
fuit  againfther  to  recover  them,  which  came  on  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1782,  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  to  be  tried 
on  a writ  of  right,  the  proceedings  of  which  are  all 
antient  and  fingular,  by  a grand  aflize,  confifting  of 
four  knights  of  this  county,  with  twelve  gentlemen 
their  companions,  the  tenor  of  whofe  oath  is  to  fay, 
whether  the  tenant  who  pofleftes  the  lands  has  more 
right  to  hold  the  lands  than  the  demandant  has  to  de- 
mand them.  But  Mrs.  Perry,  in  fupport  of  her  right, 
exhibiting  the  will  of  Joceline,  earl  of  Leicefter,  to 
whom  the  demandant  claimed  to  be  Ion  and  heir,  by 
which  the  eftates  in  queftion  were  devifed  away  from 
him,  and  confequently  he  could  not  claim  them  by 
heirlhip  to  the  earl,  and  as  the  iftue  to  be  tried,  was 
folely,  whether  the  demandant  had  a better  title  than  the 
tenant,  the  old  maxim  of  the  law,  melior  eft  conditio 
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pojjideniis  was  cited,  to  prove  that  Mrs.  Perry’s  title, 
being  in  poflelTion,  was  better  than  that  of  Mr.  Sidney 
the  demandant,  who  had  no  poflefTion,  and  had  loft 
all  right  by  the  above  will,  which  gave  them  away  to 
another,  let  the  claim  of  the  devife  againft  Mrs.  Perry 
be  what  it  would,  and  the  court  was  of  this  opinion, 
and  the  grand  aftize  unanimoufly  gave  their  verdift  in 
her  favour.  Mrs.  Perry  after  this  continued  in  the  un- 
interrupted poffeftion  of  thefe  eftates  till  her  death, 
which  happened  in  London  the  year  afterwards.  By 
her  will  ihe  devifed  thefe,  among  her  other  eftates  in 
Kent,  to  truftees,  for  the  benefit  of  her  grandfon  John 
Shelley,  efq.  (eldeft  fon  of  Bilhe  Shelley,  efq.  by  Eli- 
zabeth, her  daughter)  who,  in  purfuance  of  her  will  in 
1783,  procured  the  king’s  fign  manual,  to  take  and  ufe 
the  name  and  arms  of  Sidney,  and  he  is  now  the  pof- 
feflbr  of  Penlhurft  manor  and  place,  with  the  other 
manors  and  eftates  above-mentioned. 

Penshurst-place  is  a fine  old  manfion  ftandlng 
at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  park,  which  is  ftill, 
though  greatly^ diminilhed,  of  no  fmall  extent,  for  it 
contains  at  this  time  upwards  of  four  hundred  acres  of 
land,  diverfified  with  hills,  woods  and  lawns,  and  well 
planted  with  large  oak,  beech  and  chefnut  trees.  The 
fouth  fide  of  it  is  watered  by  the  river  Medway.  The 
celebrated  oak  in  this  park,  now  called  Bears-oak,  faid 
to  be  planted  at  Sir  Philip  Sidney’s  birth,  meafures  up- 
wards of  twenty-two  feet  in  circumference.  It  ftands 
at  a fmall  diftance  above  the  fine  piece  of  water  called 
,Lancup-well,  and  is  thus  celebrated  by  Mr.  Waller, 
in  a poem,  dated  from  Penlhurft. 

Go,  boy,  and  carve  this  paffion  on  the  bark 
Of  yonder  tree,  which  ftands  the  facred  mark 
Of  noble  Sidney’s  birth ; when  fuch  benign. 

Such  more  than  mortal-making  ftars  did  (hine  ; 

That  there  they  cannot  but  for  ever  prove 
The  monument  and  pledge  of  humble  love. 
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And  thus,  by  Ben  Johnson,  in  his  Forest; 

That  taller  tree,  which  of  a nut  was  fet 

At  his  great  birth,  where  all  the  mufes  met. 

Salmans  is  an  eftate  in  this  parilh,  which  had  an- 
tiently  owners  of  that  name,  one  of  whom,  William 
Salman,  poffeffed  it  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  VI. 
foon  after  which  it  became  the  inheritance  of  John 
Rowe,  who  was  owner  of  it  in  the  12th  year  of  that 
reign.  In  the  7th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  Walter 
Derkinghall,  alias  Darkenol,  poflefled  it,  who  by  his 
will,  in  1504,  gave  it  to  Robert  Darkenol  his  fon,  and 
he  pafled  it  away  by  fale,  in  the  23d  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  Thomas  Willoughby,  one  of  the  king’s 
ferjeants  at  law,  afterwards  knighted  and  made  juftice 
of  the  common  pleas  ; one  of  whofe  defcendants,  Tho- 
mas Willoughby,  alienated  his  intereft  in  it  by  fine  and 
recovery  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Charles  I.  to  John 
Seyliard,  efq.  of  this  parifh,P  whofe  defcendant,  John 
Seyliard,  efq.  of  Blechingley,  in  Surry,  dying  without 
ifiue,  his  neice  and  heir  carried  her  intereft  in  it  in  mar- 
riage to  George  Scullard,  of  London,  who  alienated  it 
to  Mrs.  Streatfield,  of  Chidingftone,  the  prefent  pof- 
fefibr  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Hepsbrooke,  the  manfion  of 
which  is  called  Ford-place,  was  the  antient  habita-  ' 
tion  of  the  Sidneys  before  they  removed  to  Penfiiurft- 
place,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  and  continued 
afterwards  in  the  fame  family,  earls  of  Leicefter,  till  it 
pafled  in  like  manner  as  the  reft  of  their  eftates  in  this 
parifh  to  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  and  William 
Perry,  efq.  who  pofTelTed  the  manor  itfelf  as  tenants  in 
common,  and  the  farm  or  demefne  lands  of  it  called 
Ford-place-farm  in  feparate  moieties.  Sir  Brownlow 
Sherard  died  in  1748  without  iflue,  after  which  his  wi- 
dow polTefTed  his  intereft  in  this  manor  and  eftate,  and 
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dying  in  1758  by  her  laft  will  bequeathed  it  to  Anne, 
widow  of  Sir  William  Yonge,  bait,  for  her  life,  remain- 
der to  her  fon,  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.  of  Elcot,  in 
Devonfl-iire.  They  in  1770  joined  in  the  fale  of  their 
undivided  moiety  of  this  manor,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Perry,  widow  of  William  Perry,  elq.  of  Penfhurft- 
place,  who  being  owner  of  the  other  moiety  of  it  be- 
fore, became  then  pofielled  of  the  whole  of  it,  after 
which  it  continued  in  her  pofleffion,  in  like  manner  as 
Penfluirfl;  manor,  and  the  reft  of  her  eftates  here,  till 
her  death  in  1783,  fince  which,  by  virtue  of  her  will, 
this  manor  is  now  at  length  come  into  the  poffellion  of 
hereldeft  grandfon,  John  Shelley  Sidney,  efq. 

But  the  farm^  or  deniefne  Jands^  called  For dpl ace- 
farm,  was  in  1770  alienated  by  lady  Yonge,  and  Sir 
George,  her  fon,  to  Richard  Alnutt,  efq.  merchant,  of 
London,  who  died  polTefled  of  it  in  1789,  and  his 
grandfon  of  the  fame  name  is  now  in  the  pofleflion 
of  it. 

At  THE  SOUTHERN  extremity  of  this  parifh  flood 
a manfion  called  Chaf ford-place,  which  was  for 
many  defcents  the  property  and  refidence  of  the  family 
of  Roe  or  Rowe,  a branch  of  thofe  of  Rowe’s  place, 
in  Aylesford,  in  this  county,  who  bore  for  their  arms, 
Argent y on  a chevron  azure  three  bezant Sy  between  three 
trefoils  fipt  parted  per  pale,  gules  and  vert P But  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VUI.  it  was  come  into  the 
pofTelFion  of  the  family  of  Rivers,  defcended  from  thofe 
of  River-hill,  in  Hampfhire,  one  of  whom.  Sir  Bartho- 
lomew Rivers,  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 
to  whom  he  was  firmly  attached.  This  family  bore 
for  their  arms,  quarterly,  firfl  and  fourth.  Azure,  two 
bars  dancette  or,  in  chief  three  bezants,  by  the  name  of 
Rivers  ; lecond  and  third,  Azure,  a fefs  engrailed  ar- 
gent, furmomited  by  another  not  engrailed  gules,  charged 
'with  three  rejes  argent,  between  ns  many  Jzvans  proper, 

*'  MSS.  pedigree  of  Rowe. 
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which  laft  was  an  augmentation  of  honor  given  to  Sir 
Bartholomew  Rivers,  by  that  king,  for  liis  good  and 
faithful  fervices  to  the  houfe  of  York.  This  coat  of 
arms,  together  with  the  creft  of  Rivers,  viz.  A bull  at 
gaze^  was  carved  on  the  gateway  of  Chafford-houfe, 
built  by  one  of  this  family.  Peacham  fays,  the  grant 
I of  this  coat  was  in  the  hands  of  Sir  George  Rivers,  of 
Chafford,  and  might  be  feen  in  Claus  anno  5 king  Ed- 
ward IV.  4 M.  12  intus,  in  the  tower  of  London. ■■ 

. His  fon,  William  Rivers,  had  a command  in  the 
reigns  of  king  Edward  IV.  and  king  Henry  VII.  and# 
by  his  will  in  1 506,  ordered  his  body  to  be  buried  in. 
the  cathedral  church  of  Rochefter.  He  left  by  Alice 
•his  wife  Richard  his  fon  and  heir,  who  was  father  of 
Richard  Rivers,  of  Penfhurft,  fteward  of  the  lands  of 
Edward,  duke  of  Buckingham  j his  fon,  Sir  John  Ri- 
vers, was  of  Chafford,  and  ferved  the  office  of  lord- 
mayor  in  the  1 5th  year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth. 

His  grandfon,  John  Rivers,  efq.  was  created  a ba- 
ronet in  the  19th  year  of  king  James  1.  and  having 
married  Dorothy,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
Potter,  of  Well  ftreet,  inWefterham,  procured  an  adt 
of  parliament  in  the  21ft  year  of  that  reign,  to  alter  the 
tenure  and  cuftom  of  his  lands,  thofe  of  Sir  George 
Rivers,  his  father,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Thomas  Potter, 
efq.  deceafed,  above-mentioned,  being  then  of  the  na- 
ture of  gavelkind,  and  to  make  them  defcendible  ac- 
cording to  the  courfe  of  common  law,  and  to  fettle  the' 
inheritance  of  them  upon  him,  by  dame  Dorothy  above 
mentioned  his  wife.® 

After  which  this  eflate  defcended  down  to  Sir  George 
Rivers,  bart.  who  by  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Beverffiam,  bart.  of  Holbrooke-hall,  in  Suffolk, 
had  four  fons,  who  all  died  without  iffue,  and  feven 
daughters.'  At  his  death  in  1734,  without  male  iffue, 

' Compleat  Gent.  p.  236.  ‘ Kimb.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  21 1. 

" Robiiilbn’s  Gavelkind,  p.  300. 
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he  by  his  will  gave  Chafforc^-place,  with  the  park,  then 
iifed  as  a warren,  and  the  other  grounds  belonging  to 
it,  among  his  other  real  eftates,  to  his  five  natural 
children,  by  Anne-Maria  Thomas,  with  whom  he 
cohabited  by  the  name  of  Rivers,  but  his  furviving 
legitimate  children,  and  the  heirs  of  thofe  deceafed, 
filed  a bill  in  chancery  to  fet  afide  this  devife,  and  after 
feveral  decrees  and  procefs  at  law,  this  eftate  was  by  the 
court  ordered  to  be  fold  in  1743,  which  it  accordingly 
was  to  Mr.  William  Saxby,  of  Horfted  Cayns,  inSuf- 
fcx,  gent,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  V ert  a garb  between 
three  partridges y or^  which  coat  was  granted  to  him  in 
1752.  He  pulled  down  the  antient  manfion,  and  built 
a farm-houfe  on  the  feite  of  it,  and  died  pofTefled  of 
this  eftate  in  1783,  in  which  year  it  was  afterwards 
fold,  in  purfuance  of  his  will,  to  Robert  Burges,  efq. 
of  Lyghe,  who  died  poflelTed  of  it  in  1794  ; fince  which 
his  widow,  Mrs.  Sarah  Burges,  remarrying  James  Har- 
broc,  efq.  he  is  become  the  prefent  poffeflbr  of  it. 

Redleafe-house  is  a feat  in  this  parifh,  fituated  at 
the  north-weft  corner  of  Penlhurft-park,  which  re- 
mained for  many  years  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  family  of 
Spencer,  who  bore  for  their  arms,  ^mrterly  argent 
and  gules y in  the  id  and '^d  a fret  or,  ovei  ally  on  a 
bend  jabky  three  efc allops  of  the  firjiy  and  were  defeended 
from  the  family  of  this  name  at  St.  Alban’s,  in  Hert- 
fordlhire. 

Gilbert  Spencer,  efq.  fon  of  Gilbert,  fon  of  Hugh, 
fon  of  William  Spencer,  owned  this  feat,  and  refided 
at  it  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  II.  and  William  III. 
He  died  poftefled  of  it  in  1709,  and  was  buried  in  this 
church,  having  married  Elizabeth,  the  eldeft  fifter 
and  coheir  of  Oliver  Combridge,  of  Newhoufe,  alias 
Harts,  a feat  fituated  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this  pa- 
rifti,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  GuleSy  a crofs  moline  or, 
hetzveen  four  fivans  proper y zvitb  their  zvings  expanded, 
and  ftanding  on  mounts  vert.  Anne,  the  other  filter  and 
coheir,  married  Mr.  John  Thorpe,  grandfather  of 

John 
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John  Thorpe,  efq.  late  of  Highftreet-houfe,  in  Bex- 
ley. He  had  by  her  feveral  fons  and  daughters ; 
of  the  former  Gilbert,  the  eldell  fon,  dying  in  his 
father’s  life  time,  Robert,  the  fecond  fon,  fucceeded 
to  this  eftate,  who  was  of  Barking,  in  Surry,  and 
dying  w'ithout  iflue,  in  1730,  it  came  to  his  bro- 
ther Abraham  Spencer,  efq.  of  Penfhurft,  who  was 
flierifFin  1736,  and  d\ing  unmarried  in  1740,  lies 
buried  in  this  church,  having  by  his  will  deviled  this 
fear,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  to  Thomas  Har- 
vey, efq.  of  Tunbridge,  w'ho  died  in  1779,  and  by  his 
will  devifed  it  to  his  eldeft  fon,  now  the. Rev.  Thomas 
Harvey,  who  poflefles  it  and  relides  here. 

CHJRITIES. 

Thomas  Pelsett  gave  by  will  in  1602,  being  the  laft  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  land  veiled 
in  Thomas  Driver,  of  the  annual  produce  of  il. 

John  Saxby,  fenior,  gave  by  will  in  1783,  for  the  like  ufe, 
land  veiled  in  Mathias  Young,  of  the  annual  produce  of  il.  los. 

Penshurst  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioccfe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a pe- 
culiar of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  is  as  fuch 
wichin  the  deanry  of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  a large  handfome  building,  is 
dedicated  to  Sr.  John  Baptift.  It  confifts  of  three  ifles, 
a crofs  ifle,  and  three  chancels,  having  a tower  fteeple 
at  the  weft  end. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following  : — In  the  7mddle  ijle,  a grave-ftone,  with  the  figure 
of  a man  and  his  two  wives,  now  torn  off,  but  the  infcription 
remains  in  black  letter,  for  Watur  Draynowtt,  and  Johanna  and 
Anne  his  wives,  obt.  1507;  beneath  are  the  figures  of  four  boys 
and  three  girls,  at  top,  arms,  two  lions  paffant,  impaling  or,  on  a 
chief,  two  lions  heads  erafed  ; a memorial  for  Oliver  Combridge, 
and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  obt.  1698.  In  the  chancel,  memorials  on 
brafs  for  Bulmanand  Paire  ; within  the  rails  of  the  altar  a grave- 
ftone  for  William  Egerton,  LL.  D.  grandfon  of  John,  earl  of 
Bridgwater,  redlor  of  Penfhurft  and  Allhallows,  Lombard-ftreet, 
chancellor  and  prebendary  of  Hereford,  and  prebendary  of  Can- 
terbury, 
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terbury,  he  left  two  daughters  and  one  foil,  by  Anne,  daughter  of 
bir  Francis  Head,  obt.  Feb.  26,  1737;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
altar,  a memorial  in  brafs  for  John  Buft,  God’s  painful  minifter 
in  this  place  for  twenty-one  years ; on  the  north  fide  a mural  mo- 
nument for  Gilbert  Spencer,  efq.  of  Redleafe-houfe,  obt.  1709, 
arms,  Spencer,  an  efcutcheon  of  pretence  for  Combridge ; un- 
derneath is  another  ftone,  with  a brafs  plate,  and  infcription  for 
William  Darkenol,  parfon  of  this  parifh,  obt.  July  12,  1596; 
on  grave-frones  are  thefe  fliields  in  brafs,  the  figures  and  infcrip- 
tions  on  which  are  loft,  parted  per  fefs,  in  chief  two  lions  paftant 
guardant  in  bafe,  two  wolves  heads  erafed  ; on  another,  the  fame 
arms,  impaling  a chevron  between  three  padlocks ; another,  a lion 
rampant,  charged  on  the  flioulder  with  an  annulet,  and  another, 
three  lions  pallant  impaling  parted  per  chevron,  the  reft  defaced. 
In  the  Jouih  chancel^  on  a ftone,  the  figures  of  a man  and  woman  in 
brafs,  and  infcription  in  black  letter,  for  Pawle  Yden,  gent,  and 
Agnes  his  wife,  fon  of  Thomas  Yden,  efq.  obt.  1564,  beneath  is 
the  figure  of  a girl,  arms,  four  fliields  at  the  corner  of  the  ftone, 
the  firft,  Yden,  a fefs  between  three  helmets ; two  others,  with 
inferiptions  on  brafs  for  infant  children  of  the  Sidney  family ; a 
fmall  grave-ftone,  on  which  is  a crofs  gradated  in  brafs,  and  in- 
fcription in  black  letter,  for  Thomas  Bullayen,  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 

Builayen ; here  was  lately  a monument  for  lady  Mary 

cldeft  daughter  of  the  famous  John,  duke  of  Northumberland,  and 
After  to  Ambrofe,  earl  of  Warwick,  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter, 
and  Catharine,  countefs  of  Huntingdon,  wife  of  the  right  hon. 
Sir  Henry  Sidney,  knight  of  the  garter,  &c.  at  the  weft  end  of 
the  chancel,  a mural  monument  for  Sir  William  Coventry,  youn- 
geft  fon  of  Thomas,  lord  Coventry,  he  died  at  7'unbridge-wells, 
1686;  on  the  fouth  fide  a fine  old  monument  of  ftone,  under 
which  is  an  altar  tomb,  and  on  the  wall  above  it  a brafs  plate, 
with  infcription  in  black  letter,  for  Sir  William  Sidney,  knight- 
banneret,  chamberlain  and  fteward  to  king  Edward  VI.  and  the 
firftofthename,  lord  of  the  manor,  of  Fenfliurft,  obt.  1553  ; on  the 
front  are  thefe  names.  Sir  William  Dormer,  and  Mary  Sidney, 
Sir  William  Fitzwilliam,  Sir  James  Haninngton,  Anne  Sidney,  and 
J^ucy  Sidney ; on  the  fouth  fide  a handfome  monument,  with  the 
arms  and  quarterings  of  the  Sidney  family,  and  infcription  for 
lord  Philip  Sidney,  fifth  earl  of  Leicefter,  Src.  obt.  1705,  and  was 
fucceeded  by  John,  his  brother  and  heir  ; for  John,  fixth  earl  of 
Leicefter,  colin  and  heir  of  Henry  Sidney,  earl  of  Romnev,  &c. 
obt.  1737,  his  heirs  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Sidney,  daughters  and 
heirs  of  his  brother  the  hon.  Thomas  Sidney,  third  furviving  fon 
of  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter,  became  his  joint  heirs,  for  Jofceline, 
feventh  earl  of  Leicefter,  youngeft  brother  and  heir  male  of  earl 
John,  died/. /.  in  1743,  with  whom  the  title  of  earl  of  Leicefter 
expired  ; the  aforefaid  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  his  nieces,  being  his 
heirs,  of  whom  the  former  married  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart. 

and 
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and  Elizabeth,  William  Perry,  efq.  on  the  monument  is  an  ac- 
count of  the  feveral  perfonages  of  this  noble  family,  their  defcenr, 
marriages  and  iflue,  too  long  by  far  to  infert  here  ; on  the  north  fide 
is  a fine  monument  for  feveral  of  the  infant  children  of  tliis  family, 
and  beneath  is  an  urn  and  infcriptions  for  f' ranees  Sidney,  fourtlj 
daughter,  obt.  1692,  ait.  6;  for  Robert  Sidney,  earl  of  Leiceftcr, 
&c.  fourth  earl  of  this  family,  who  married  lady  Elizabeth  Eger- 
ton,  by  whom  he  had  fifteen  children,  of  whom  nine  died  young, 
w'hofe  figures,  as  cherubims,  are  placed  above,  obt.  1702;  Ro- 
bert, the  eldefi:  fon,  obt.  1680,  :et.  6 ; Elizabeth,  countefs  of  Lei- 
cetter,  obt.  1 709,  and  buried  here  in  the  fame  vault  with  her  lord. 
In  the  fame  chancel  is  a very  antient  figure  in  ftone  of  a knight 
in  armour,  being  for  Sir  Stephen  de  Penchefter,  lord  w’arden  and 
conllable  of  Dover-caftle  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was 
formerly  laid  on  an  altar  tomb  in  the  chancel,  but  is  now  placed 
eredl  againft  the  door  on  the  fouth  fide,  with  thefe  words  painted 
on  the  wall  above  it.  Sir  Stephen  de  P*enc hester.  In  the 
fourth  window  of  the  imth  ijle,  are  thefe  arms,  very  antient,  within 
the  garter  argent  a fefs  gules  in  chief,  three  roundels  of  the  fecond, 
being  thofe  of  Sir  John  Devereux,  K.  G.  lord  warden  and  con- 
ftable,  and  ftewafd  of  the  king’s  houfe  in  king  Richard  IPs  reign; 
i near  the  former  was  another  coat,  nothing  of  which  now  remains 
but  the  garter.  In  the  fame  windows  are  the  arms  of  Sidney  ; in 
the  fecond  window  is  this  creft,  a griffin  rampant  or.  In  the  eaft 
window  of  the  great  chancel  are  the  arms  of  England.  In  the 
eall  window  of  the  fouth  chancel  are  the  arms  of  the  Sidney  fa- 
mily, with  all  the  quarterings  ; there  were  alfo,  though  now-  de- 
ftroyed,  the  arms  of  Sir  Thomas  Ratcliff,  earl  of  Suflex,  and  lady 
Frances  Sidney. 

This  church  was  of  the  antient  patronage  of  the  fee 
of  Canterbury,  and  continued  fo  till  the  3d  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  when  Matthew,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, granted  it  to  that  queen  in  exchange  for  tiie 
parfonage  of  Earde,  alias  Cray.ord;  and  though  in  the 
queen’s  letters  patent  dated  that  year,  confirming  this 
exchange,  there  is  no  value  exprefled,  yet  in  a roll  in 
the  queen’s  office,  it  is  there  fet  down,  the  tenth  de- 
duced, at  the  clear  yearly  value  of  321.*  is.  qd," 

Soon  after  which  the  queen  granted  the  church  of 
Penfliurfl  to  Sir  Henry  Sidney,  whofe  defeendants, 
earls  of  Leicefter,  afterwards  poffelfed  it;  from  whom 

“ Folio  Chrift  Church,  MSS. 

it 
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it  pafled,  in  like  manner  as  Penfhurft  manor  and  place, 
to  William  Perry,  efq.  who  died  polTefled  of  it  in 
1757,  leaving  Elizabeth  his  wife  furviving,  who  con- 
tinued proprietor  of  the  advowfon  of  this  church  at  the 
time  of  her  death  in  1783  ; Ihe  by  her  laft  will  devifed 
it  to  truilecs  for  the  life  of  her  eldeft  grandfon,  John 
Shelley,  efq  who  has  fince  taken  the  name  of  Sidney, 
and  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  1.  this  church  was 
valued  at  thirty  marcs.  By  virtue  of  the  commijjion  of 
enquiry  into  the  value  of  ecclefiafrical  livings,  taken  in 
1650,  ifliiing  out  of  chancery,  it  was  returned  that 
the  tithes  belonging  to  the  parfonage  of  Penfhurft  were 
one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  per  annum,  and  the  par- 
fonage houfe  and  glebe  lands  about  fifty  pounds  per 
annum,  the  earl  of  Leicefter  being  patron,  and  mafter 
iVJawdell,  minifter,  who  received  the  profits  for  his 
falary.'^ 

The  annual  value  of  it  is  now  efteemed  to  be  four 
hundred  pounds  and  upwards.  The  rectory  of  Penf- 
hurft is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  30I.  6s,  o|d.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  3I.  os.  7|d.* 

JohnAdlon,  rc6lor  of  this  parifh,  in  1429,  granted 
a leafe  for  ninety-nine  years,  of  a parcel  of  his  glebe 
land,  lying  in  Berecroft,  oppofite  the  gate  of  the  rec- 
tory, containing  one  acre  one  rood  and  twelve  perches, 
to  Thomas  Berkley,  clerk,  Richard  Hammond,  and 
Richard  Crundewell,  of  Penfiiurft,  for  the  purpofe  of 
building  on,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  two  fhillings,  and 
upon  deaths  and  alienations,  one  fhilling  to  be  paid  for 
an  heriot,  which  leafe  was  confirmed  by  the  archbiftiop 
and  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury.’^ 

An  account  of  the  chantry  or  free  chapel  of  Tenf- 
hurft  will  be  given  in  the  next  parifli  of  Lyghe,  within 
the  bounds  of  which  it  was  fituated. 

*■  Par.  Sur.  Lamb.  lib.  v.  xix.  r In  the  archives  of  the  dean 
f Ect.  Thef.  p.  387.  and  chapter. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prefented. 
Archbijhoji  of  Canterbury  .... 


Family  of  Sidney, 

i 


* Reg.  Roff.  p.  6 10. 
a Prefented  by  the  queen.  He  was 
alfo  re£lor  of  Ivechurch. 

b He  lies  buried  in  the  church, 
c A moft  learned  and  pious  divine, 
who  fufFered  much  foi  his  loyalty.  He 
was  afterwards  D.  P.  canpn  of  Chrift 
church,  and  archdeacon  of  Chichefler, 
from  all  which  he  was  fequeftred.  He 
died  April  15,  j66p,  and  was  buried 
at  Hampton,  in  Worcefterlhire, 

d See  Pari.  Surveys,  vol,  xix.  and 
Pala'my’s  Life  ,of  Baxter,  p.  z86. 

e Before  reftor  of  Cowden  ; in  1732 
he  held  the  -church  of  Allhallows, 
London,  wifh  this  of  Penlhurft,  was 


RECTORS. 

Sir  Walter ^ in  the  23d  king 
Henry  III.* 

John  AdoHy  in  1429. 

John  Armerer,  A.  M.  prefented 
in/ 554-' 

William  DarkBioll^  ohi.JyAy  12, 
1596.“ 

Henry  Hammond^  A.  M.  indufl. 
Anguft  22,  1633,  fequeft. 
1643.^= 

John  Mawaell,  ejefted  Auguft 
1662.“ 

Lee. 

William  Egerton,  LL.  D.  i 720, 
obt.  Feb.  26,  1738.® 

Samuel  Lidfey,  A.  M.  March 
1738,  obt.  1741.^ 

St^iheus,  June  1741.* 

Hohton  Willia7ns,  June  1 743,  ob. 

March  1 1,  1770.'* 

Henry  Beauclerk,  A.  M.  1770.* 
Richard  Rycroft^  D.  D.  obt. 

I 786.'^ 

Matthew  Nicholas,  S.  T.  P.  ind. 
1787.  Prefent  reftor. 

chancellor  and  prebendary  of  Hereford, 
and  prebendary  of  Canterbury.  Hp 
was  grandfon  of  John,  earl  of  Bridge* 
water,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
f ReAor  of  Shalbrook  in  Berklhire. 
g Reftor  alfo  of  the  New  Church  in 
the  Strand. 

h He  had  been  before  vicar  of  Pref- 
ton  by  Wingham. 

1 Son  of  the  late  lord  Henry  Beau- 
clerk,  and  prebendary  of  Here‘'ord. 

k In  1773  a difpenfation  paffedifor 
his  holding  this  church  with  thofe  of 
Terring  and  Patching  confolidated,  fn 
Suffex.  He  was  created  a baronet  in 
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The  nextparlfh  eaftwardfrom  Pcnfhiirft  IsLyghe, 
called  alfo  in  writings  Leigh  and  West  Leigh,  and 
LA  Lye,  in  the  I'extus  Roffenfis^  Leaga,  which  in 
Saxon  fignifito  a feedings  or  pa/lure. 

This  parish  is  about  three  miles  and  an  half  in 
length  from  north  to  fouth,  and  fomewhat  lefs  than 
two  and  a half  in  breadth,  it  lies  below  the  fand  hills, 
in  the  diftridt  of  the  Weald.  The  northern  part  of 
it  lies  more  above  ground,  and  confequently  more  dry 
than  the  parifhes  laft  defcribed  ; the  foil  is  moitly  a IfifF 
loam  ; the  lower  parts,  next  the  river,  are  much  llibjecfc 
to  be  overflowed.  T he  village  is  in  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  pari fh,  having  the  church  on  the  north  fide  of 
it,  and  a fmall  diflance  from  it  the  feat  of  Hall-place, 
fituated  within  the  large  diftridt  called  Hallenden,  which 
ftretchestwo  miles  and  an  half  north- eaftward,  the  ex- 
tremity of  which,  though  now  feparated  from  this  part 
of  it,  by  the  parifli  of  Tunbridge  intervening,  yet  by 
the  befl  accounts  has  ever  been  fuppofed  to  be  within 
this  of  Lyghe.  The  river  Medway  runs  along  the 
fouthern  part  of  this  parifli,  at  a fmall  diflance  fouth- 
•ward  from  which  is  Endsfield.  Another  flream,  w'hich 
rifes  at  the  foot  of  the  fand-hills,  bounds  the  eaflern 
fide  of  this  parifh,  and  meets  the  river  at  Tunbridge; 
between  thefe  is  the  eftate  and  mill  of  Ramhurfl,  clofe 
to  the  boundary  of  it  next  to  T unbridge;  about  half  a 
mile  weftward  from  the  village  is  the  ground,  late  the 
upper  part  of  Penfhurfl-park,  called  Lyghe,  alias  North 
Park,  now  the  property  of  Mr.  Alnutt.  Above  it  is 
L.yghe-green,  between  which  and  Hall-place  there  is 
much  coppice  wood,  as  there  is  in  the  northern  part  of 
this  parifh,  called  Weflwood,  near  Halls  and  Fletchers 
green.  A fair  is  held  here  on  July  25,  for  pedlary 
ware,  &c. 

The 
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The  manor  of  Lyghe,  alias  West  Leigh,  had 
always  the  fame  owners  that  the  adjoining  manor  of 
Penfhurft  had.  Sir  Stephen  de  Penefhurfte  poflelfed 
it  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  after  whofe  deceafe, 
Margery,  his  wife,  held  it  in  dower,  and  died  polTefled 
of  it  in  the  2d  year  of  king  Edward  II.  whofe  daughter 
and  coheir  Alice  carried  it  in  marriage  to  John  de  Co- 
lumbers, as  appears  by  an  inquifition  taken  in  the  3d 
year  of  king  Edward  II.^ 

Soon  after  which  this  manor  was  conveyed  to  John 
de  Pulteney,  afterwards  knighted,  and  four  times  lord 
mayor  of  London,  who  was  likewife  pofTefled  of  the 
manor  of  Yeanesfield,  with  lands  called  Tappenafhe, 
and  others  in  this  parifh.  In  the  12th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  Stephen  de  Columbers,  clerk,  brother  of 
Sir  Philip  de  Columbers,  releafed  to  Sir  John  de  Pul- 
teney  all  his  right  to  the  manor  of  Yenesfeld  above-^ 
mentioned,  and  in  the  i8th  year  of  the  fame  reign,- 
Roger  de  la  Lye,  fon  of  Godfrey  de  Effex,  releafed  to 
him  all  his  right  and  title  in  the  lands  and  tenements, 
which  the  faid  Sir  John  had  purchafed  of  Emme,  his 
mother,  in  this  parifh  of  Lye.  In  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III,  Sir  John  de  Pulteney  paid  refpe<5i:ive 
aid  for  the  manor  of  Yenesfeld,  as  the  third  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee,  which  John  de  Columbers  held  at  Yeane- 
feld  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter,  being  parcel  of  that  ho- 
nor ; and  alfo  for  the  fourth  part  of  a knight’s  fee, 
which  Emma  de  Tapenefe  held  at  Tapenefe,  which 
lands  were  alfo  called  fapenes-corner.™ 

By  the  inquifition  taken  after  the  death  of  Sir  John 
de  Pulteney,  it  appears,  that  he  died  in  the  23d  year 
of  the  above  reign,  being  then  pofiTefied  of  the  ma- 
nors of  Leigh,  alias  Lyghe,  Penfhurft  and  Yenesfeld, 
South -park  wood,  Orbifton  wood,  Heverfmede,  Cor- 

’ Coll.  Peer.  edit.  3d,  vol.  ill.  p.  613  et  feq. 

“ From  Mr.  Petyt’s  Foedary  of  Kent  his  Book. 
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tons  lands,  and  lands  in  Lyghe  and  Tappenafhe,  and 
that  William  de  Pukeney  was  his  fon  and  heir. 

After  which  thefe  manors  of  Weft  Leigh,  alias  Lyghe 
and  Yeansfield,  alias  Ensfield,  with  the  other  lands  in 
this  parifli,  pafled  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of  Penf* 
hurft  above  defcribed,  with  the  feveral  fucceflive  owners, 
until  king  Edward  VI.  by  his  letters  patent  in  his  4th 
year,  granted  them  with  lands,  called  Pauls  and  Priors, 
the  park  and  the  lodge  in  Afhore  park,  all  which  were 
within  this  parifh,  together  with  the  manor  of  Penf- 
hurft,  to  Sir  William  Sidney,  to  hold  in  capite,  by 
knight’s  fervice."  He  died  poflefled  of  them  in  the 
7th  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  after  which  they  conti- 
nued with  Penlhurft  in  his  defcendants,  earls  of  Lei- 
cefter,  till  at  length  after  the  death  of  Jofceline,  the 
laft  earl,  in  1743,  without  lawful  iflue,  they  came  into 
the  poflenion  of  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  and  Mary 
his  wife,  and  William  Perry,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  colonel  Thomas 
Sidney,  the  earl’s  elder  brother,  in  confequence  of  a 
compromife  made  between  them  and  the  earl’s  natural 
daughter  and  devifee,  and  they  afterwards  made  a divi- 
fion  of  a part  of  thefe  eftates,  and  poflefted  the  reft  in 
undivided  moieties,  not  as  joint  tenants,  but  as  tenants 
in  common,  which  agreement  and  divifion  was  con- 
' firmed  by  adt  of  parliament. 

Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart,  died  in  1 748  without 
iffue,  after  which  his  widow  poflefted  the  undivided 
moiety  of  the  manor  of  Lyghe,  and  other  lands  in  this 
parifh,  and  the  divided  moiety  of  Ensfield,  and  the 
lands  belonging  to  it,  till  her  death  in  1758,  whenfhe 
by  her  will  bequeathed  the  whole  of  herintereft  in  both 
to  Anne,  widow  of  Sir  William  Yonge,  bart.  and 
K.  B.  for  her  life,  remainder  to  her  fon  Sir  George 
Yonge,  bart.  ofEfcot  j and  they  joined  in  the  fale  of 
the  divided  moiety  of  thofe  eftates  in  this  parifh,  con- 

^ Rot,  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  7. 
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fifting  of  the  capital  mefluage  of  Ensfield,  with  three 
hundred  acres  of  land,  and  other  premifes,  to  Richard 
Alnutt,  efq.  of  London,  merchant,  whofe  grandfon  of 
the  fame  name,  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  them  i and 
they  joined  In  the  fale  of  their  undivided  moiety  of  the 
manor  of  Lyghe,  and  the  reft  of  the  undivided  part  of 
thofe  eftates  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perry,  of  Penfhurft- 
place,  who  being  in  pofleflion  of  the  other  undivided 
moiety  of  them,  after  the  death  of  her  hulband  in  1757, 
became  poftefled  of  the  whole  fee  of  them,  which  con- 
tinued in  her  pofleftlon  with  Penftiurft,  and  the  reft  of 
the  Sidney  eftates  here,  till  her  death  in  17^3,  fince 
which,  by  virtue  of  her  w'ill,  they  are  now  at  length 
become  the  property  of  her  eldeft  grandfon,  John 
Shelley  Sidney,  efq.® 

In  the  EASTERN  PART  of  thIs  parifh,  near  the  river 
Medway,  ftands  an  antient  manfion  called  Ramhurst, 
once  reputed  a manor  and  held  of  the  honor  of  Glou- 
cefter.  In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was  held  by 
the  family  of  Rouland,  from  whence  it  pafled  to  the 
Culpepers,  one  of  whom,  Walter  Culpeper,  paid  ref- 
pe6tive  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
as  the  fixth  part  of  a knight’s  fee,  which  Thomas  Rou- 
land before  held  at  Ramhurft  of  the  earl  of  Gloucefter. 
It  continued  in  the  name  of  Culpeper  for  feveral  gene- 
rations, till  at  length  it  was  alienated  to  Worral,  and 
from  thence  again  about  the  latter  end  of  Henry  VIH. 
to  Lewknor,  from  whom,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliza- 
beth, it  was  fold  to  Dixon,  from  which  name  it  palled 
by  lale  into  that  of  Saxby,  in  which  it  continued  till 
Mr.  William  Saxby  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Richard 
Children,  efq.  who  refided  here  and  died  poftefled  of  it 
in  1753.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldeft  foii, 
John  Children,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  whofe  fon,  George 
Children,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  is  the  prefent  pofleflor 
of  it. 

° See  Penlhurft.  ' 
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Hollenden  is  a large  diftri6b  of  land,  which  by 
the  beft  account  feems  to  be  all  of  it  within  this  parifh, 
though  that  of  Tunbridge  intervenes,  and  entirely  fe- 
parates  the  greateft  part  of  the  parilh  of  Lyghe  from 
that  in  which  Hollenden  is  fituated. 

It  was  in  very  early  times  part  of  the  pofleflions  of 
the  antient  family  of  Fremingham,  for  in  the  5 5th  year 
of  king  Henry  III.  Ralph  de  Fremingham  obtained  a 
charter  of  free-warren  to  feveral  of  his  manors  in  this 
county,  among  which  was  this  of  Hollenden.  But 
about  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  it  was  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  Cheney,  as  appears  by  fome  antient  court- rolls, 
and  feveral  parcels  of  land  belonging  to  it,  were  long 
after  called  by  the  name  of  Cheney-fields.^  But  before 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  it  became  parcelled  out 
to  feveral  different  owners,  and  thereby  loft:  all  right 
to  the  name  of  a manor,  fo  that  now  there  is  neither 
court,  rent  or  fervice  belonging  to  it. 

John  Fane,  efq.  of  Tudely,  was  poftefifed  of  lands 
and  tenements  called  Holynden,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VII.  and  by  his  will  in  the  1 3th  year  of  that 
reign,  devifedthem  to  his  youngeft;  fon,  John,  anceftor 
of  the  lord  vifeount  Vane  and  the  earl  of  Darlington. 
A houfe  and  part  of  the  demefnes  of  it  were  about  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  conveyed 
by  faleto  Stace,  whofe  fon,  John  Stace,  died  poftTeffed 
of  them  in  1539,  without  iflue,  and  lies  buried  in  this 
church.  Upon  which  this  eftate  defeended  to  his  cou- 
fin  and  next  heir,  John  Stace,  of  Cobham,  who  died 
poftTeffed  of  it  in  1591,  and  was  like  wife  buried  here. 
He  had  three  fons  and  two  daughters,  and  at  his  death 
deviled  this  eftate  to  Geoi^e  Stace,  his  foie  heir,  who 
fold  it  to  Turner,  as  he  again  did  to  James  Peifett, 
lince  which  it  has  been  again  feparated  in  fuch  a man- 
ner that  no  two  or  three  perfons  can  be  faid  to  be  the 
poftTeftTors  of  it. 


P Philipott,  p.  347. 
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Another  part  of  Hollenden  was  conveyed,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIll.  to  William  Waller, 
from  whom  it  defcended  to  his  fon,  Richard  Waller, 
about  which  time  this  part  acquired  the  name  of 
H ALL-PLACE,  alias  Hollenden.  Anne  his  wi- 
dow iurvivsd  him,  and  carried  this  eflate  to  her  fe- 
cond  huiband,  Stephen  Towfe,  gent,  who  died  owner 
of  it  in  j 6 1 1 , and  lies  buried  here,  leaving  his  wife 
above  mentioned  furviving;  not  long  after  which  it 
palled  to  Crittenden,  in  which  name  it  continued  to 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  when  it  was  alienated 
to  Harrifon,  and  Abraham  Harrifon,  efq.  died  pof- 
feffed  of  it  in  1717,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church  ; 
after  which  it  was  alienated  to  Burges,  and  Robert 
Burges,  efq.  claimed  the  manerial  rights  of  it,  by  the 
name  of  the  manor  of  Lyghe  Hallendon.  He  rebuilt 
this  feat,  of  which  he  died  polTelTed  in  1794^  fince 
which  his  widow,  Mrs.  Sarah  Burges,  having  remar- 
ried James  Harbroc,  efq.  he  is  become  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

Lyghe  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction 
of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of  Mailing. 
The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  is  a fmall 
mean  building  without  a fteeple.  There  are  good 
remains  of  painted  glafs  in  the  windows. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing: In  die  chancel  are  three  brafs  plates,  which  have  been  taken 
from  grave  ftones,  and  are  now  nailed  to  the  floor  of  a pew,  on 
the  north  fide,  in  black  letter,  one  for  Thomas  Chann,  efq.  ob. 
1407;  the  fecond  for  John  Stace,  of  Moreden,  eldeft  fon  of 
John  Stace  of  Hollenden,  ob.  1590;  the  third  reprefents  the  fi- 
gure  of  a woman  in  her  fliroud,  lying  in  a tomb,  and  on  the  up- 
per part  file  is  reprefented  as  rifing  from  it ; the  infcription  is  loft. 
A memorial  for  Anne  and  Philidelphia,  who  died  infants,  daugh- 
ters of  Mr.  Jofeph  Carte,  mi  nifter  of  this  clnirch,  by  the  lady 
Anne  his  wife,  daughter  of  Robert  earl  of  Leicefter;  within  the 
rails,  a memorial  for  Mary,  wife  of  Richard  Antrobus,  fecond  fon 
of  Robert  Antrobus,  minifter  of  this  parifti,  who  lies  near  it;  flie 
was  eldeft  daughter  of  Thomas  Seyliard,  efq.  of  Salmons,  obt. 
1679 ; a grave  ftone,  with  two  brafs  plates,  the  uppermoft  has  an 
infcription  in  black  letter,  for  John  Stace,  of  Hollenticp*  Ph.  f.  p« 
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and  that  eftate  defcended  to  John  Stace  of  Cobham,  as  coufm 
and  next  heir,  obt.  1539;  the  other  has  on  it  the  figure  of  a man, 
and  infcription  for  John  Stace  of  Hollenden,  laft  mentioned,  who 
had  three  fons,  John,  George,  Richard,  and  two  daughters;  John 
and  Richard  died  before  him,  and  he  devifed  the  above  eftate  to 
George,  as  his  foie  heir,  ob.  1591*  A memorial  for  lady  Anne 
Carte,  ob.  1693;  another  for  Sidney  Carte,  ob.  1582,  ast.  13; 
another  for  Dorothy,  third  daughter  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Carte,  and 
lady  Anne  his  wife,  obt.  1684.  On  the  fouth  fide  is  a mural 
monument  for  her ; on  the  north  fide,  a mural  monument,  {hew- 
ing that  in  a vault  lies  Abraham  Harrifon,  efq.  owner  of  the  ma- 
nor of  Hall-place,  alias  Hollenden,  obt.  1718,  and  Elizabeth, 
his  fecond  wife,  obt.  1718.  Under  the  former  monument  is  a 
brafs  plate,  with  an  infcription  for  Stephen  Towfe,  gent,  who 
married  Anne,  widow  of  Richard  Waller,  efq.  and  owner  of  the 
manor  above  mentioned,  obt.  1611.  In  the  eaft  window  of  the 
chancel  are  thefe  arms,  very  antient.  Or,  three  chevrons  gules, 
and  in  a fmall  circular  window,  over  the  former,  are  the  arms  of 
the  Sidneys  earls  of  Leicefter.** 

The  patronage  of  this  church,  in  the  reign  of  king 
John,  belonged  to  Sir  John  Canewe,"  and  it  appears 
to  have  continued  fo  in  king  Richard  II. ’s  reign,  in 
the  9th  year  of  which,  Sir  John  Chanewe  de  la  Lye, 
otherwife  called  John  Lye  of  Kent,  attended,  among 
others,  John  of  Gaunt,  king  of  Caftile,  in  his  voyage 
to  Spain;®  after  which  it  was  gix^en  to  the  priory  of 
Tunbridge,  which  had  been  eredted  by  Richard  de 
Clare,  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I. 
King  Edward  III.  July  23,  in  his  22d  year,  at  the 
requeft  of  Ralph  lord  Stafford,  granted  licence  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Tunbridge  to  appropriate  the 
church  of  Lyghe,  of  which  they  then  polfeffed  the 
advowfon,  to  hold  it  fo  appropriated  to  them  and 
their  fucceffors  for  ever.  After  which  the  prior  and 
convent  applied  to  H imo  de  Hethe,  then  biQiop  of 
Rochefter,  to  confirm  the  appropriation  of  this 
church,  the  value  of  which,  as  it  was  then  taxed,  did 
not  exceed  twelve  pounds  of  filver ; at  the  fame  time 

•I  See  the  mon.  and  inferip.  more  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  90  j. 

^ Reg.  Roff.  p.  461.  Tan  Mon.  p.  212. 

* Rym.  Feed.  vol.  vii.  p.  500. 
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they  fet  forth  the  miferable  ftate  they  were  then  in ; 
their  church  and  monaftery,  with  all  they  had  there- 
in, having  been  burned  to  the  ground,  and  they  them- 
felves  reduced  to  great  poverty.  But  the  bilhop  dy- 
ing before  the  appropriation  was  completed,  they 
applied  for  the  fame  purpofe  to  his  fucceffbr,  bilhop 
John  de  Shepey,  who,  by  his  inftrument,  in  1353, 
appropriated  the  lame  to  the  religious  and  their  mo- 
naftery, and  annexed,  united,  and  incorporated  it, 
with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenances,  to  their  own 
proper  ufes,  excepting  the  portion  of  the  vicar,  who 
Ihould  in  future  be  placed  in  it,  when  it  Ihould  be- 
come vacant,  faving  and  referving  to  the  bifliop,  and 
his  fucceflbrs,  canonical  obedience  from  the  prior  and 
convent,  on  account  of  the  church  of  Leghe,  and  the 
vifitation  and  other  rights  of  the  church  of  Rochef- 
ter  and  its  biftiop,  and  alfo  the  dues  to  the  archdea- 
con of  the  place,  as  well  of  cuftom  as  right,  and  all 
other  rights  and  cuftomS  whatfoever;  and  faving  and 
referving  to  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  bifhops  of  Ro- 
chefter,  by  the  exprefs  confent  of  the  prior  and  con- 
vent, twenty  Ihillings  fterling,  in  the  name  of  his 
procuration,' for  victuals  and  drink,  for  himfelf  and 
his  fervants,  as  often  as  he  and  they  fhould  happen 
to  vifit  the  church  of  Leghe  in  ordinary  j and  he  or- 
dained, made,  and  created  a perpetual  vicarage,  in 
the  church ; to  which  vicarage,  when  the  religious 
ftiould  have  obtained  polTelTion  of  it,  and  afterwards, 
whenever  it  Ihould  become  vacant,  he  willed  and  or- 
dained, that  they  Ihould  prefent  a fit  perfon,  in  due 
form  of  law,  to  him  and  his  fuccelfors,  bifhops  of 
Rochefter,  to  be  by  him  and  them  inftituted  in  it. 
And  he  ordained  and  decreed,  that  the  portion  of 
the  vicar  and  vicarage  of  this  church  fhould  for  ever 
confift  of  and  in  a competent  houfe  for  him  and  his 
family,  to  be  found  and  built  for  the  firft  time  at  the 
coft  of  the  religious,  which  Ihould  confift  of  only  art 
hall,  two  chambers,  a kitchen,  and  ftable,  and  of  one 
- curtilage, 
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curtilage,  all  competent  for  his  ufe ; and  of  and  in  the 
following  profits  and  obventions  of  this  church,  to  the 
value  of  eight  marcs  of  filver,  to  be  wholly  taken  and 
received  yearly  by  the  vicar  of  it,  viz.  in  fpiritual  ob- 
lations, made  according  to  cuflom  in  the  church; 
obventions  and  legacies,  which  were  made  at  the  al- 
tar; and  in  the  tithes  of  flax,  hemp,  milk,  butter, 
cbeefe,  calves,  wool,  lambs,  geefe,  ducks,  pigs,  eggs, 
wax,  honey,  apples,  pears,  pidgeons,  fifheries,  fowl- 
ings,  huntings,  and  merchandifing,  of  and  in  the 
whole  pari  111  of  Leghe;  alfo  of  and  in  the  tithes  of 
hay,  herbage,  and  filva  cedua^  from  the  weft  and  north 
part  of  the  park  of  Penfliurft,  called  Efhorcs-park, 
and  from  the  faid  park,  by  the  Medway,  to  the  mill 
of  Yensfield,  and  the  way  which  leads  from  the  faid 
mill  by  the  manfe  of  John  de  Polle,  and  by  the  church 
yard  of  Leghe  to  the  bridge,  called  Bittebregge,  with 
the  hay,  herbage,  and  Jilva  cedua  of  Holyndenne  ; fo 
that  the  a^brefaid  vicar,  for  the  time  being,  beyond 
the  profits  and  obventions  of  the  church,  as  aforefaid, 
which  he  willed  him  to  take  and  receive  entirely  and 
wholly  without  deduftion,  for  his  portion,  and  for  the 
entire  and  whole  portion  of  his  vicarage,  which  no- 
torioufly  exceeded  the  fum  of  eight  marcs,  fliould 
claim  nothing  from  the  religious,  or  from  the  profits 
and  obventions  of  this  church,  unleis  they,  out  of 
their  efpecial  bounty,  fhould  think  fit  to  augment 
the  fame  to  him.  And  he  ordained  and  decreed,  that 
the  above,  valued  at  eight  marcs,  as  aforefaid,  fliould 
be  the  portion  of  the  vicar  and  of  the  vicarage  of  this 
church  in  all  future  times;  and  that  the  vicar,  for 
the  time  being,  fhould  wholly  bear  all  burthens,  or- 
dinary and  extraordinary  whatfoever,  incumbent  on 
the  church,  as  well  thofe  prefent  and  in  future,  as 
thofe  which  might  newly  arife  from  the  time  in  which 
he  fhould  become  vicar ; and  he  referved  to  himfelf 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  from  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Tonebregge,  as  foon  as  they  fliould  have  obtained 

full 
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full  pofleffion  of  this  church,  the  annual  penfion  of 
ten  (hillings  fterling,  to  be  paid  by  them  at  the  feaft 
of  St.  Michael  yearly  for  ever,  in  the  name  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Rochefter,  in  recompence  of  any 
damage  it  might  receive  from  the  above  appropria- 
tion ; and  he  willed  and  ordained,  that  the  vicar,  for 
the  time  being,  as  a mark  of  his  fubjeftion,  reverence, 
and  honour,  (hould  pay  annually  four  pounds  of  wax, 
in  the  name  of  an  annual  penlion,  on  the  Nativity  of 
Our  Lord,  to  the  religious,  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Tunbridge;  and  he  willed  and  decreed,  that  if  at  any 
time  the  prior  and  convent  (hould  be  defirous  of 
granting  to  the  vicar  or  vicarage  any  things  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  bifhop  or  his  fuccelTors,  ihould 
be  more  ufeful  to  the  vicar  or  vicarage  than  thofe 
which  were  originally  affigned  to  him  or  it,  that  then, 
the  vicar  for  the  time  being  (hould  be  obliged  to  ad- 
mit the  fame,  and  to  allow  in  lieu  of  them  fo  much  of 
(uch  things  as  had  been  originally  affigned  to  him 
and  his  vicarage,  equal  in  value  to  fuch  as  (hould  be 
newly  allotted  to  him,  according  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  bifhop  and  his  fucceffors,  &c.  all  which  was  con- 
firmed by  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  in  their 
chapter  houfe,  at  the  fame  time.  After  which,  the 
church  of  Leghe  becoming  vacant,  by  the  refigna- 
tion  of  Sir  John  Magham,  reftor  of  it,  the  prior  and 
convent  took  full  pofTeffion  of  it,  by  their  prodlor, 
Nicholas  de  Chilham,  canon  and  confreer  of  the  pri- 
ory, who  in  their  name  performed  his  canonical  obe- 
dience for  it,  in  the  chamber  of  the  bifliop,  at  Trot- 
tefclive.  In  confequence  of  the  above,  the  prior  and 
convent  built  for  the  vicar  a competent  houle,  which 
falling  down,  and  the  ground  on  which  it  was  built 
having  been  by  the  ftatute  of  Mortmain  forfeited  and 
feifed  on,  the  religious,  by  their  indenture,  in  1393, 
granted  and  agreed  that  Sir  William  Godard,  then 
vicar  of  Leghe,  (hould  have  three  acres  of  the  glebe 
of  the  redory  of  that  church,  and  of  long  time  amqr- 
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tifed  to  it,  which  land  bounded  eaft  and  fouth  to  the 
reft  of  the  glebe  of  the  rectory,  weft  to  a common 
pafture  green,  over  which  there  was  a way  which  led 
from  the  church  of  Lcghe  to  the  above  rectory,  and 
north  to  the  king’s  highway,  and  all'o  a competent 
manfion  lately  built  on  it,  at  the  expence  of  the  reli- 
gious,  to  be  poflefled  by  him  and  his  fucceflbrs  in  the 
fame  for  ever,  all  which  was  confirmed  by  William, 
bilhop  of  Rochefter,  by  his  indenture,  dated  at  Hai- 
ling that  year. 

The  church  of  Lyghe,  together  w ith  the  advowfon 
of  the  vicarage,  remained  with  the  priory  of  Tun- 
bridge till  the  fuppreflioii  of  it,  in  the  17th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  when  this  being  one  of  thofe  fmal- 
ler  monafteries,  which  cardinal  Wolfey  had  obtained 
of  the  king,  by  his  letters  patent  that  year,  for  the  en- 
dowment of  his  colleges,  it  was  furrendered  into  the 
cardinal’s  hands  with  all  the  pofleffions  belonging  to 
it.  After  which  the  king  granted  his  licence,  in  his 
1 8th  year,  to  Thomas,  cardinal  archbifhop  of  York, 
&c.  to  appropriate,  confolidate,  and  annex  this 
church,  among  others  of  the  cardinal’s  patronage,  to 
the  dean  and  canons  of  the  college  founded  by  the 
cardinal  in  the  univerfity  of  Oxford.'  But  here  it 
ftaid  only  four  years,  when  this  great  prelate  being 
caft  in  ^ premunirey  in  1529,  all  theeftates  of  the  col- 
lege became  forfeited  to  the  king,  and  part  of  the 
royal  revenue,  where  this  rectory  and  the  advowfon 
ftaid  till  the  36th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  the 
king,  that  year,  in  confideration  of  certain  lands  in 
Penfhurft,  panted  to  him,  and  his  fucceffbrs  granted 
to  Edw^ard  Frye,  the  manor  of  the  rectory  of  Leigh, 
late  belonging  to  the  monaftery  of  Tunbridge,  and 
late  parcel  of  the  pofleffions  of  Thomas  Wolfey,  car- 
dinal, attainted,  and  the  patronage  and  advowfon  of 
the  vicarage  of  Leigh,  and  the  lands  called  Priors 

‘ Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xiv.  p.  173,  467.  Rot.Efch.  ejus  an.  ps.  26. 
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and  Bougers,  late  in  the  pofleffion  of  William  Coke, 
late  rettor,  as  part  of  the  faid  rectory,  in  as  full  and 
ample  a manner  as  the  king  himfelf,  or  the  monaftery 
ever  enjoyed  them,  which  premifes  were  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  lol.  3s.  4d.  to  hold  to  him  and  his 
heirs  for  ever,  by  the  fervice  of  a twentieth  part  of  a 
knight’s  fee  in  capite^  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3s.  4d.  free 
of  all  other  rents  and  outgoings  whatfoever,  except  of 
a penfion  of  ten  [hillings  yearly,  referved  to  the  bi- 
Ihop  of  Rochefter  and  his  fuccelTors,  and  of  twenty 
fliillings  payable  to  the  bifhop  and  his  fucceffors  at 
tlie  time  of  his  vifitation  every  third  year."  He  died 
potrefled  of  thefe  premifes  next  year,  and  Thomas 
Fry,  his  fon,  had  pofleffion  granted  of  them,  and  in 
the  3d  year  of  queen  Elizabeth  levied  a fine  of  this 
redlory.  In  the  6th  year  of  that  reign  he  fold  to  Ro- 
ger Cotton,  gent,  all  thofe  five  acres  of  land  in  Tun- 
bridge, and  all  thofe  tithes  in  the  ward  of  Flolinden 
in  Leygh,  to  the  rectory  of  Leygh  belonging,  and  all 
thofe  tithes  in  a certain  meadow,  called  Budlemead, 
and  in  another  meadow,  called  Frerefmead,  in  Tun- 
bridge, belonging  to  the  red;ofy,  held  of  the  king/;/ 
capite.  In  the  17th  of  that  reign  he  again  levied 
a fine  of  this  rectory,  and  foon  afterwards  alienated 
it,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage,  to  Sir  Henry 
Sidney,  in  whofe  fucceflbrs,  earls  of  Leicefler,  it  con- 
tinued down  to  earl  Joceline,  who  died  poffiefiTed  of 
it,  without  lawful  iflue,  in  1 743  ; after  which  it 
came,  in  confequence  of  a compromife  between  Sir 
Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  Wil- 
liam Perry,  efq.  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  the  daugh- 
ter and  coheirs  of  colonel  Thomas  Sidney,  the  earl’s 
elder  brother,  made  in  1746,  with  Anne  Sidney,  the 
earl’s  natural  daughter  and  devifee,  under  his  will, 
(which  compromile  was  confirmed  by  ad  of  parlia- 
ment) into  the  pofiTeffiiori  of  the  two  former,  in  right 
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of  their  wives,  free  from  any  further  claim  whatfoever 
from  her. 

Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart.  died  in  1748,  without 
ilQue,  poflefl’cd  of  this  advowfon,  as  part  ot  his  divided 
moiety  of  the  above  eftates,  leaving  his  wife  furviving, 
who  by  her  will,  in  1758,  gave  it  to  Anne,  wddow  of 
Sir  William  Yonge,  bart.  and  K.  B.  for  life,  remain- 
der to  her  eldeft  fon.  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.  of  Ef- 
cot;  and  they,  in  1770,  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to 
Thomas  Harvey,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  who  died  in 
1779,  and  by  his  laft  will  deviled  it  to  his  fecond  fon, 
A'Villiam  Thomas  Harvey,  the  prefent  owner  of  it ; 
but  the  reftory  impropriate  of  Lyghe,  conlilling  of 
the  parfonage  houfe,  great  tithes,  and  fifty  acres  of  1 
glebe,  with  their  appurtenances,  on  the  divifion  of  I 
the  Sidney  eftates,  in  1747,  was  allotted  to  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth Perry,  as  part  of  her  feparate  moiety  of  them, 
and  file  continued  in  pofleffion  of  it  till  her  death,  in  1 
1783,  when  file  gave  it  by  her  will  to  truftees,  for  the  1 
benefit  of  her  eldeft  grandfon,  then  an  infant,  John  j 
Shelley  Sidney,  efq.  who  is  the  prefent  proprietor  of  it. 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of  i 
Lega  was  valued  at  eighteen  marcs. 

By  virtue  of  the  commijjion  of  enquiry  into  the  value 
of  church  livings,  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that  in 
Leigh  there  was  a parfonage  diftindl  from  the  vicar- 
age, the  parfonage  being  impropriate,  belonged  to 
the  earl  of  Leicefter;  that  the  vicarage  was  prefenta- 
tive ; that  the  parfonage,  with  the  tithes  thereto  be  - 
longing,  was  worth  feventy  pounds  per  annum,  and  ' 
the  vicarage  houfe  and  one  acre  and  an  half  of  ground 
and  the  tithes  thereto  belonging,  were  worth  fifty- 
four  pounds  per  annum ; that  the  earl  of  Leicefter  w^as 
proprietor  of  the  parfonage,  and  mafterRob.  Antrobus 
then  vicar."  The  vicarage  of  Lyghe  is  valued  in  the  1 
king’s  books  at  9I.  1 8s.  9d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  1 
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19s.  lo^d/  it  is  now  worth  about  150I.  per  annum. 
The  vicar  claims  all  kind  of  tithes,  excepting  corn.*' 
Sir  John  Canewe,  patron  of  the  church  of  Leghe, 
Richard  Canewce,  redor  of  it,  and  Aland  de  Ros] 
vicar  of  it,  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  dc  Penelhurft  and 
his  heirs,  with  the  confent  of  Benedid,  bilhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  a free  chapel  for  ever  within  his  manor  of 
Penthurlt,  yet  within  the  bounds  of  this  parilh,  to  be 
ferved  by  its  own  proper  chaplain,  the  faid  Thomas 
and  his  heirs,  paying  yearly  two  pounds  of  wax  to  the 
church  of  Leghe,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
rights  of  the  mother  church ; and  the  faid  Thomas, 
for  himfelf  and  his  heirs,  therein  granted  to  the  faid 
church  all  the  tenths  of  his  filheries  belonging  to  the 
pool  of  his  mill  of  Penfliurft,  or  in  any  other  filhe- 
ries,  if  any  fuch  Ihould  be  ereded  by  him  or  them  in 
the  faid  parilh  ; and  that  the  church  of  Leghe,  as  the 
mother  church,  fliould  have  all  oblations  yearly  ac- 
cruing from  the  manfion  of  Penlhurft,  on  the  four 
principal  annual  feafts,  but  that  the  reft  of  the  obla- 
tions of  the  faid  manfion  Ihould  remain  to  the  faid 
chapel,  to  be  difpofed  of  at  the  will  of  the  lord,  &c. 
all  which  was  confirmed  by  Laurence,  bilhop,  and  the 
prior  and  chapter  of  Rochefter.  Afterwards  Richard 
de  Wendover,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1239,  con- 
firmed this  chapel  to  Sir  John  Belemeyns,  canon  of 
St.  Paul’s,  the  patron  of  it,  and  his  fuccelTors,  laving 
the  rights  of  the  mother  church  of  Leigh  ; and  in 
I 249,  he  admitted  and  inftituted  Walter  de  Ferenche, 
chaplain  in  it,  on  the  prefentation  of  Sir  John,  and  he 
decreed,  that  this  chapel  lliould  be  immediately  fub- 
jed  to  him,  the  bilhop  and  his  fuccefiTors,  and  that 
the  lord  of  the  fame  manor,  for  the  time  being,  when- 
ever any  vacancy  fhould  happen,  fhould  freely  prefent 
another  chaplain  to  it,  to  be  admitted  by  the  bilhop 
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and  his  fucceffors.  In  which  year  the  biihop  likewife 
granted  an  indulgence  of  forty  days  remiffion  from 
penance  to  all  fuch,  who  on  the  anniverfary  of  the 
dedication  of  this  chapel,  which  had  been  dedicated 
by  him,  in  honour  of  St.  Thomas  the  Apoflle  and  St. 
Thomas  the  Martyr,  fhould  offer  up  their  prayers  at 
the  altars  of  thofe  faints,  by  him  confecrated  there ; 
and  the  like  at  the  altar  below,  confecrated  by  him  in 
honour  of  the  bleffcd  confeffors,  St.  Edward  and  St. 
Nicholas,  and  the  like  indulgence  on  the  feafts  of  thofe 
iaints  forever. 

Stephen  de  Penefhurft,  in  the  nth  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  for  the  health  of  his  foul,  of  thofe  of  Royce 
and  Margerie,  his  wives,  &c.  confirmed  to  Sir  Tho. 
de  Whitleney,  chaplain,  and  his  fucceffors,  ferving  in 
this  chapel,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  fixty  acres  of 
arable  land,  and  fix  acres  of  wood,  in  the  parifh  of 
Leghe,  of  which  twenty  acres  lay  in.  the  land  called 
Kingfland,  and  ten  acres  in  Bernette,  and  twenty- 
nine  acres  in  two  fields,  called  Hothfeldes,  at  Sinder- 
hulle,  and  one  acre  called  Le  Marlere,  lying  near  the 
meffuage,  once  Henry  de  la  Sindurle,  and  fix  acres  of 
wood  in  the  woods  called  Gromenerede  and  Blake- 
grove;  and  he  granted  to  him,  in  like  manner,  one 
meffuage  and  eight  acres  of  land,  and  one  acre  of 
meadow  in  Penefhurft,  and  tw-o  acres  and  a half  of 
meadow  in  Chidingftone,  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
Tunbridge,  in  two  fields,  called  Hegheden  and  Mar- 
tins land,  which  lands  and  tenements  laft  mentioned, 
were  formerly  affigned  to  the  chapel,  by  Sir  John  Be- 
lemeyns,  his  uncle,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry;  and 
he  further  granted  to  him,  in  like  manner,  one  hun- 
dred and  four  acres  of  land,  with  their  appurtenances, 
which  he  had  purchafed  of  Sir  Hugh  de  Gerunde,  in 
Efliuift,  he  and  they  performing  the  due  and  ac- 
cuftomed  fervices  to  the  faid  Hugh,  and  ail  oblations 
and  obventions  accruing  in  the  chapel,  excepting  on 
the  four  principal  feafts  of  the  year,  and  fuch  of  the 
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obventions  as  had  been  referved  to  the  mother  church 
at  the  inftitution  of  the  chapel,  as  above  mentioned. 

And  he  granted  to  him  and  his  fuccefTors  in  like 
manner,  the  free  grinding  of  his  and  their  corn  in  the 
mill  of  his  manor  of  Penefhurft,  without  payment  of 
toll,  and  free  pafture  for  four  cows  and  two  fows  and 
fix  hogs,  in  common  with  thofe  of  him  and  his  heirs, 
in  the  pafture  of  the  manor  of  Penefhurft  for  ever,  and 
that  the  fwine  Ihould  be  free  from  the  payment  of  pan- 
nage between  the  feafts  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Martin. 
For  which  grant  the  chaplain  and  his  fucceffors  were  to 
ferve  in  the  chapel,  himlelf  and  another  chaplain  to  be 
aflbeiated  with  him,  at  the  choice  of  him  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  and  one  competent  clerk,  &c. 

’William,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1393,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  dame  Margaret,  relicft  of  Sir  John  Devereux, 
lately  then  deceafed,  and  on  confideration  of  the  diftance 
of  the  parifli  church  of  Leghe,  granted  his  licence  to 
Sir  Thomas,  perpetual  chaplain  of  the  great  chapel 
within  the  manor  of  Penfhurft  in  the  faid  parilh,  to  ce- 
lebrate divine  fervice  in  it  before  the  faid  lady,  her 
fons  and  daughters,  and  their  whole  family,  and  to  hear 
the  cOnfeflions  of  them,  and  all  others,  inhabitants 
within  thofe  manors,  dcfirous  of  confeffingto  him,  and 
to  enjoin  pennance  and  give  abfolution,  as  the  cafe  re- 
quired, excepting  in  thofe  matters  referved  to  himfelf 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  and  faving  always  the  rights  and  cuf- 
tom  of  the  mother  church  of  Leigh. 

This  chapel  was  fuppreffed  by  the  adt  of  the  ift 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  and  the  revenues  of  it  feifed 
into  the  king’s  hands,  at  which  time  they  were  valued 
by  the  king’s  commiflioners  at  61.  5s.  perannum.^ 

In  1219  the  pariftiioners  of  Leghe  dwelling  in  the 
hamlet  of  Betburgh  in  this  parifli,  being  much  incom- 
moded by  the  length  and  badnefs  of  the  way  to  Legh, 
and  the  inundation  that  frequently  happened,  petitioned 
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the  patron  and  re<5tor  of  Legh,  to  have,  with  the  con** 
fent  of  the  bifhop,  a chantry  in  the  chapel  in  that  ham* 
let,  and  a chaplain  to  celebrate  there  on  Sundays  and 
feftivals,  and  fuch  other  days  as  they  ufcd  to  go  to  the 
church  of  Legh,  which  being  granted,  the  bifhop  di* 
reeled,  that  they  Ihould  have  a chaplain  as  re6tor  to 
celebrate  there  as  aforefaid,  who  ihould  be  prefented 
by  the  lord,  and  with  the  confent  of  the  redlor  of 
Legh,  fliould  take  and  receive  all  tithes,  great  and 
fmall,  oblations,  and  fubventions,  arifing  in  that  ham- 
let, which  were  eftimated  at  forty  (hillings,  the  ten- 
ants paying  twelve  pence  annually  to  the  church  of 
Leghe,  on  the  day  of  the  dedication,  and  the  chap- 
lain making  his  canonical  obedience  to  the  biiliop  and 
archdeacon,  and  paying  to  the  latter  twelve  pence  for 
his  vifitation ; and  he  likewife  diredfed,  that  the  pa- 
rifliioners  fliould,  from  time  to  time,  provide  books, 
ornaments,  and  other  incumbent  neceflaries  for  the 
chapel,  whenever  fuch  fliould  be  wanting.  At  the 
fame  time  the  lord  of  Legh  endowed  this  chapel  with 
ten  acres  of  land  and  eighteen  pence  annual  rent;  all  - 
which  was  confirmed  by  Thomas,  bifhop  of  Rochel* 
ter,  at  his  vifitation  of  the  deaiiry  of  Mailing,  on  the 
hearing  a difpute  which  had  arifen  between  Roger  de 
Stoneville,  redtor  of  this  chapel,  and  his  parifliioners, 
on  account  of  their  detention  of  the  tithes,  oblations, 
&c.  and  the  want  of  veftments,  books,  &c. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  'whom  prefented^ 

Sir  John  Canc'vcce. 

Prior  and  Convent  of  Tunbridge,., 

Family  of  Sidney 

a Reg.  Roff.  p,  46r. 
f h Ibid.  467, 


RECTORS. 

Richard  Canezvce,  in  the  reign  of 
king  John.” 

John  Magham,  refigned  1353.’’ 

VICARS. 

William  Godard^  in  1393.® 
Zachariah  Taylor^  about  1630.'* 


e Reg.  RofF.  p.  468. 
^ MSS,  Twyfdeii, 
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PAtRONS,  Ca’r.  VICARS. 

Family  of  Sidney Robert  Antrobus,  in  1650.* 

JofejthCarty  A.M.  ob.  Decemb, 
1 706.* 

John  Cart,  prefented  1 706. 
Janies  Marjhbotirn,  A.  M.  obt. 
Dec.  II,  1739-* 

Philiji  Marjhbourn,  A.  M.  1740.'* 
Dickfon  Lillington,  D,  D, 

Prefent  vicar. 


e Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth 
library,  vol.  xix- 

f He  fucceeded  Mr.  Antrobus. 


Z Alfo  reAor  of  Bramiug,  where  he 
lies  buried. 

h Son  of  the  former. 


SPELDHURST 

IS  the  laft  parKh  remaining  undefcribed  in  this  lath. 
It  lies  the  next  adjoining  parifh  fouth  eaftward  from 
Penlhurft,  and  was  fometimes  written,  in  antient  re- 
cords, Speleherjiei  but  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis, 
Speldhurji. 

The  parish  of  Speldhurft'  is  about  three  miles 
acrofs  each  way  the  north-weft  part,  in  which  the 
church  ftands,  and  Hallborough,  is  within  the  hun- 
dred of  Somerden,  as  is  the  hamlet  of  Groombridge, 
three  miles  from  the  church,  at  the  fouthern  boun- 
dary of  it,  where  a branch  of  the  river  Medway  fepa- 
rates  this  county  from  Suflex,  throughout  all  which 
the  foil  remains  a ftilf  clay  j the  remaining  part  of 
this  parilh  is  in  the  hundred  of  W atchlingftone,  which 
ftretches  acrofs  a narrow  diftridt,  by  Mitchell’s  and 
Tophill  farms,  and  towards  the  parilh  of  Afliurft, 
which  it  includes,  thus  entirely  feparates  that  part  of 
the  hundred  of  Somerden  in  which  the  hamlet  of 
Groombridge  lies,  and  furrounds  three  tides  of  it,  from 
the  other  in  which  the  church  ftands.  The  foil  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  this  parifh  changes  to  an  uninterrupted 
feene  of  lofty  hills,  with  deep  vallies  interfering,  the 
foils  are  a ftiff  loam  and  a barren  fand,  which  covers 

T 2 a con- 
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a continued  bed  of  rock  ftone,  feveral  of  which  ap- 
pear above  it,  of  large  fize  and  dimenfions,  greatly- 
abounding  with  iron  ore^  which  renders  the  fprings  of 
it  more  or  lefs  chalybeate  ; at  the  fouth  eafl;  boundary 
of  the  parifh  is  the  noted  refort  of  Tunbridge-wells, 
(of  which  a further  account  will  be  given  hereafter) 
fituated  thirty-five  miles  from  London,  and  five  from 
Tunbridge  town  ; here  the  high  road  branches  off  to 
the  right,  by  Ruft-hall,  and  the  hamlets  of  Bifhopf- 
down  and  Ruft-hall  common,  on  by  Groombridge, 
acrofs  the  branch  of  the  Medway  into  SufTex. 

The  large  and  populous  hamlet  or  village  of  Tun- 
bridge-wells isfituatedat  the  fouth-eaft  boundary 
of  this  parifli ; part  of  it  only  is  in  Speldhurft,  another 
part  in  the  parifh  of  Tunbridge,  and  the  remainder 
in  that  of  Fant,  in  the  county  of  SufTex.  It  confifts 
‘ of  four  fmaller  diftrifts,  named  Tom  the  hills  on  which 
they  fland.  Mount  Ephraim,  Mount  Pleafant,  and 
Mount  Sion;  the  other  is  called  The  Wells,  from 
their  being  within  it,  which  altogether  form  a con- 
fiderable  town;  but  the  la  ft  is  the  centre  of  bufinefs 
and  pleafure,  for  there,  befides  the  Wells  themfelves, 
are  the  market,  public  parades,  afTembly  rooms,  ta- 
verns, fliops,  &c.  Near  the  Wells  is  the  chapel, 
which  ftands  remarkably  in  the  three  parifhes  above 
mentioned — the  pulpit  in  Speldhurft,  the  altar  in 
Tunbridge,  and  the  veftry  in  Fant,  and  the  ftream, 
which  parted  the  two  counties  of  Kent  and  SufTex, 
formerly  ran  underneath  it,  but  is  now  turned  to  a 
further  diftance  from  it.  The  right  of  patronage  is 
claimed  by  the  reftor  of  Speldhurft,  though  he  has 
never  yet  pofTefTed  the  chapel  or  prefented  to  it ; the 
value  of  it  is  about  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum, 
which  Turn  is  raifed  by  voluntary  fubfcription ; divine 
fervice  is  performed  in  it  every  day  in  fummer,  and 
three  times  a week  in  winter.  Adjoining  to  it  is  a 
charity  fchool,  for  upwards  of  fifty  poor. boys  and 
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girls,  which  is  fupported  by  a contribution,  colleded 
at  the  chapel  doors,  two  or  three  times  a year. 

The  trade  of  Tunbridge-wells  is  fimilar  to  that  of 
Spa,  in  Germany,  and  conlifts  chiefly  in  a variety  of 
toys,  made  of  wood,  commonly  called  Tunbridge  ware^ 
which  employs  a great  number  of  hands.  The  wood 
principally  ufed  for  this  purpofe  is  beech  and  fyca- 
more,  with  yew  and  holly  inlaid,  and  beautifully  po- 
lilhed.  To  the  market  of  this  place  is  brought,  in 
great  plenty,  from  the  South  downs,  in  SufTex,  the 
little  bird,  called  the  wheatear^  which,  from  its  de^ 
licacy,  is  ufually  called  the  Englijh  ortolan  It  is  not 
bigger  in  fize  than  a lark;  it  is  almoft  a lump  of  fat, 
and  of  a very  delicious  tafte ; it  is  in  feafon  only  in 
the  midft  of  fummer,  when  the  heat  of  the  weather, 
and  the  fatnefs  of  it,  prevents  its  being  fent  to  Lon- 
don, which  otherwife  would,  in  all  likelihood,  mono- 
polize every  one  of  them.  On  the  other  or  SufTex 
fide  of  the  Medway,  above  a mile  from  the  Wells, 
are  rocks^  which  confifl  of  a great  number  of  rude 
eminences,  adjoining  to  each  other,  feveral  of  which 
are  feventy  feet  in  height ; in  feveral  places  there  are 
cliffs  and  chafms  which  lead  quite  through  the  midft 
of  them,  by  narrow  gloomy  palfages,  which  ftrike  the 
beholder  with  aftonifhment. 

These  medicinal  waters,  commonly  called 
Tunbridge-wells,  lie  fo  near  to  the  county  of 
SufTex  that  part  of  them  are  within  it,  for  which  rea- 
fon  they  were  for  fome  time  called  Fant-wells,  as  be- 
ing whthin  that  parifh.*  Their  efKcacy  is  reported  to 
have  been  accidentally  found  out  by  Dudley  lord 
North,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  James  I. 
whilft  he  refided  at  Eridge-houfe  for  his  health,  lord 
Abergavenny’s  feat,  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  that 
he  was  entirely  cured  of  the  lingering  confumptive  dif- 
©rder  he  laboured  under  by  the  ufe  of  them. 


1 See  Kilburne,  p.  254.  Hift.  Tunbridge-wells,  8vo.  1766. 
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The  fprings,  which  were  then  difcovered,  feem  to 
have  been  feven  in  number,  two  of  the  principal  of 
which  were  fome  time  afterwards,  by  lord  Aberga- 
venny’s care,  inclofed,  and  were  afterwards  much  re* 
forted  to  by  many  of  the  middling  and  lower  fort, 
whofe  ill  health  had  real  occafion  for  the  ufe  of  them. 
In  which  ftate  they  continued  till  queen  Henrietta 
Maria,  wife  of  king  Charles  I.  having  been  fent  hi- 
ther by  her  phyficians,  in  the  year  1630,  for  the  re- 
eflablifhment  of  her  health,  foon  brought  thefe  waters 
into  fafliion,  and  occafioned  a great  refort  to  them 
from  that  time.  In  compliment  to  her  doftor,  Lewis 
Rowzee,  in  his  treatife  on  them,  calls  thefe  fprings 
the  Qtieen’s-wells ; but  this  name  lafled  but  a fmall 
time,  and  they  were  foon  afterwards  univerfally  known 
by  that  of  Tunbridge-wells,  which  names  they  ac- 
quired from  the  company  ufually  refiding  at  Tun- 
bridge town,  when  they  came  into  thefe  parts  for  the 
benefit  of  drinking  the  waters. 

The  town  of  Tunbridge  being  five  miles  diftant 
from  the  wells,  occafioned  fome  few  houfes  to  be 
built  in  the  hamlets  of  Southborough  and  Rufthall, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  company  reforting  hi- 
ther, and  this  place  now  becoming  fafhionable,  was 
vifited  by  numbers  for  the  fake  of  pleafure  and  difli-: 
pation,  as  wellas-for  the  cure  of  their  infirmities;  and 
foon  after  the  Reftoration  every  kind  of  building,  fot 
public  amufements,  was  eredted  at  the  two  hamlets 
above  mentioned,  lodgings  and  other  buildings  were 
built  at  and  near  the  wells,  the  fprings  themfelves 
were  fecured,  and  other  conveniencies  added  to  them. 
In  1664,  the  queen  came  here  by  the  advice  of  her 
phyficians,  in  hopes  of  reinftating  her  health,  which 
was  greatly  impaired  by  a dangerous  fever,  and  her 
fuccefs,  in  being  perfedtly  cured  by  thefe  waters, 
greatly  raifed  the  reputation  of  them,  and  the  com-: 
pany  increafing  yearly,  it  induced  the  inhabitants  to 
make  every  accommodation  for  them  adjoining  • to 
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the  Wells,  fo  that  both  Rufthall  and  Southborough 
became  ruinous  and  deferted  by  all  but  their  native 
inhabitants.  The  duke  of  York,  with  his  duchefs, 
and  the  two  princefles  their  daughters,  vifited  Tun- 
bridge-wells  in  the  year  1670,  which  brought  much 
more  company  than  ufual  to  them,  and  raifed  their 
reputation  ftill  higher;  and  the  annual  increafe  con- 
tinuing, it  induced  the  lord  of  the  manor  to  think  of 
improving  this  humour  of  vifiting  the  wells  to  his  own 
profit  as  well  as  the  better  accommodation  of  the 
company.  To  effe6t  which,  heentered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  his  tenants,  and  hired  of  them  the  herbage 
of  the  wafte  of  the  manor  for  the  term  of  fifty  years, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  ten  Ihillings  to  each  tenant,  and 
then  erefted  fliops  and  houfes  on  and  near  the  walks 
and  fprings,  in  every  convenient  fpot  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  by  which  means  Tunbridge  wells  became  a 
populous  and  flourilhing  village,  well  inhabited,  for 
whofe  convenience,  and  the  company  reforting  thither, 
a chapel  was  likewife  built,  in  1684,  by  fubfcription, 
on  fome  ground  given  by  the  lady  vifcountels  Pur- 
beck,  which  was,  about  twelve  years  atterwards,  en- 
larged by  an  additional  fubfcriptiqn,  amounting  to- 
gether to  near  twenty-three  hundred  pounds. 

About  the  year  1726,  the  building  teafe,  which 
had  been  granted  by  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Ruft- 
hall, in  which  this  hamlet  is  fituated,  expiring,  the 
tenants  of  the  manor  claimed  a lhare  in  the  build- 
ings, as  a compenfation  for  the  lols  of  the  herbage, 
which  was  covered  by  his  houles,  This  occafioned  a 
long  and  very  expenfive  law  fuit  between  them,  which 
was  at  laft  determined  in  favour  of  the  tenants,  who 
were  adjudged  to  have  a right  to  a third  part  of  the 
buildings  then  ereded  on  the  eftate,  in  lieu  of  their 
right  to  the  herbage;  upon  which  all  the  (hops  and 
houfes,  which  had  been  built  on  the  manor  wafte, - 
were  divided  into  three  lots,  of  which  the  tenants 
were  to  draw  one,  and  the  other  two  were  to  remain 
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to  the  lord  of  the  manor ; the  lot  which  the  tenants 
drew  was  the  middle  one,  which  included  the  affem- 
bly  room  on  the  public  walk,  which  has  fince  turned 
out  much  the  mod  advantageous  of  the  three.  After 
which  long  articles  of  agreement,  in  1739,  were  en- 
tered into  between  Maurice  Conyers,  efq.  then  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Rufthall,  and  the  above  mentioned 
■tenants  of  it,  in  which,  among  many  other  matters, 
he  agreed  to  permit  the  public  walks  and  wells,  and 
divers  other  premifes  there,  to  be  made  ufe  of  for  the 
public  benefit  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  reforting 

thereto,  and  feveral  regulations  were  made  in  them 

• * 

concerning  the  walks,  wells,  and  wades  of  the  ma- 
nor, and  for  the  redraining  buildings  on  the  wade, 
between  the  lord  and  his  tenants,  according  to  a plan 
therein  fpecifiedj  all  which  were  confirmed  and  eda- 
bliflied  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  pafled  in  1740. 
Since  which  feveral  of  the  royal  family  have  honoured 
thefe  wells  with  their  prefence,  and  numbers  of  the 
nobility  and  perfons  of  rank  and  fafhion  yearly  refort 
to  them,  fo  that  this  place  is  now  in  a mod  flourifh- 
ing  date,  having  great  numbers  of  good  houfes  built 
for  lodgings,  and  every  other  necefiary  accommoda- 
tion for  the  company.  Its  cudoms  are  fettled;  the 
employment  of  the  dippers  regulated  its  pleafures 
regulated  ; its  markets  well  and  plentifully  fupplied, 
at  arcafonable  rate,  with  fowl,  fi(h,  meat,  every  other 
kind  of  food,  and  every  convenience  added  that  can 
contribute  to  give  health  and  pleafure. 

The  whole  neighbourhood  of  Tunbridge-wells 
abounds  with  fprings  of  mineral  water,  but  as  the 
properties  of  all  are  nearly  the  fame,  only  thofe  two, 
which  at  the  fird  difeovery  of  them  were  adjudged 
the  bed,  are  held  in  any  particular  edimation.  Thefe 
two  wells  are  enclofed  with  a handfome  triangular 
done  wall ; over  the  fprings  are  placed  two  convenient 

“ See  Wilfon’s  Reports,  vol.  i,  p.  414. 
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bafons  of  Portland  ftone,  with  perforations  at  the 
bottom ; one  of  them  being  given  by  queen  Anne, 
and  the  other  by  the  lord  of  the  manor ; through 
which  they  receive  the  water,  which  at  the  fpring  is 
extremely  clear  and  bright.  Its  tafte  is  fteely,  but 
not  dlfagreeable ; it  has  hardly  any  fmell,  though 
fometimes,  in  a denfe  air,  its  ferruginous  exhalations 
are  very  diftinguilhable.  In  point  of  heat  it  is  inva- 
riably temperate,  the  fpring  lying  fo  deep  in  the  earth, 
that  neither  the  heat  of  fummer,  nor  the  cold  of 
winter,  affeds  it.  When  this  water  is  firiT:  taken 
up  in  a large  glafs,  its  particles  continue  at  reft  till  it 
is  warmed  to  nearly  the  heat  of  the  jttmofphere,  then  a 
few  airy  globules  begin  to  feparate  themfelves,  and 
adhere  to  the  fides  of  the  glafs,  and  in  a few  hours  a 
light  copper  coloured  feum  begins  to  float  on  the  fur- 
face,  after  which  an  ochreous  fediment  fettles  at  the 
bottom.  Long  continued  rains  fometimes  give  the 
water  a milky  appearance,  but  do  not  otherwife  fen- 
flbly  affed  it.  From  the  experiments  of  different  phy- 
ficians,  it  appears  that  the  component  parts  of  this 
water  are,  fteely  particles,  marine  falts,  an  oily  mat- 
ter, an  ochreous  fubftance,  Ample  water,  and  a vola- 
tile vitriolic  fpirit,  too  fubtile  for  any  chemical  ana- 
lyfls.  In  weight  it  is,  in  feven  ounces  and  a quarter, 
four  grains  lighter  than  the  German  Spa  (to  which  it 
is  preferable  on  that  account)  and  ten  grains  lighter 
than  common  water  ; with  fyrup  of  violets  this  wa- 
ter gives  a deep  green,  as  vitriols  dof  It  requires 
five  drops  of  oleum  Julphuris^  or  elixir  of  vitriol,  to  a 
quart  of  water,  to  preferve  its  virtues  to  a diftance 
from  the  fpring. 

This  water  is  faid  to  be  an  impregnation  of  rain  in 
■forr^e  of  the  neighbouring  eminences,  v/hich  abound 
in  iron  mineral,  where  it  is  further  enriched  with  the 
marine  falts  and  all  the  valuable  ingredients,  which 

[ Allen’s  Hiitory  of  Chalybeate  Waters,  p,  26. 
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conflkiite  ic  a light  and  pure  chalybeate,  which  in- 
ftantly  Tearches  the  moft  remote  reccfles  of  the  human 
frame,  warms  and  invigorates  the  relaxed  conftitution, 
reftores  the  weakened  fibres  to  their  due  tone  and  elaf- 
ticity,  removes  thofe  obftru6Vions  to  which  the  minuter 
vefiels  of  the  body  are  liable,  and  is  consequently  - 
adapted  to  moft  cold  chronical  diforders,  lownefs  of  ] 
fplrits,  weak  digeftions,  and  nervous  complaints.  Dr. 
Lodowick  Rowzee,  of  Afhford,  in  this  county,  wrote 
a I’reatife  ol  the  Nature  and  Virtues  of  thefe  Waters,  , 
printed  in  izmo.  1671  ; and  Dr.  Patrick  Madan  wrote 
a Fhiloibphical  and  Medical  Eflay  on  them,  in  1687, 
in  quarto. 

. The  manor  of  Speldhurst,  in  the  reign  ofking 
Edward  III.  v'as  in  the  pofteffion  of  Sir  John  de  Pul- 
teneye,  lord  of  the  neighbouring  manor  of  Penfhurft, 
a man  of  great  account  at  that  time,  as  has  been  already 
noticed  before,  who,  in  the  19th  year  of  that  reign,  on 
his  perfedling  the  foundation  he  had  begun  of  a college 
in  the  parifh  of  St.  Lawrence,  Canon-ftreet,  London, 
afterwards  called  the  College  of  St.  Laurence  Poult- 
ney,  fettled  the  manor  with  the  church  of  Spcldfhurft 
on  it. 

It  remained  part  of  the  pofteftions  of  the  college 
till  its  ruppreffion  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  VI.  when 
it  was  granted  among  other  premifes,  by  the  defcrip- 
tionof  the  manor  of  Speldhurft  and  Harwarton  (then 
elemifcdto  Sir  William  Waller,  at  the  rent  of  i6s.  8d. 
per  annum)  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  i 3I,  14s.  id. 
together  with  the  patronage  of  the  church  appendant 
to  the  manor,  parcel  of  the  late  college  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, Poultney,  London,  to  Henry  Polfted.’"  How 
the  manor  of  Speldhurft  pafled  afterwards  I have  not 
found,  only  that  after  feveral  intermediate  owners,  it 
came  into  the  name  of  Goodhugh,  and  in  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  king  George  I.  was  poflefted  by 

^ Augtn.  off.  Sale  of  Chantry  lands  temp,  king  Edward  VI, 
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Richard  Goodhugh,  efq.  from  which  name  it  paflTed  by 
a female  heir,  Sarah,  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Rich.  Roi.nd, 
whofe  fon,  Mr.  Richard  Round,  of  Stonepit,  in  Seale, 
died  pofleffed  of  it,  and  the  truftees  of  his  infant 
children  are  now  in  the  pofTelTion  of  it. 

Rust-hall  is  a manor  of  eminence  in  this  parifh, 
which  had  antiently  pofleflbrs  who  took  their  furname 
from  it  Elias  de  Rufthall  was  proprietor  of  it  in  the 
reign  of  Icing  Edward  I.  and  was  a good  benefaftor  to 
the  chapel  of  Groombridge,  In  this  parlfli.  His  de- 
fendants afterwards  contracted  their  name  to  Ruft, 
and  continued  in  the  pofledion  of  this  manor  till  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  about  which  time  it  was  alie- 
nated to  Richard  Waller,  efq.  of  Groombridge,  whole 
defendant,  Richard  Waller,  efq.  in  the  26th  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth,  fold  it  to  Mr.  George  Stacy,  uho 
conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Robert  Byng,  efq.  of  Wrotham,'' 
who  died  pofTefled  of  it  in  the  37th  year  of  that  reign  j 
his  defendants  remained  poflelTed  of  it  for  feveral  ge- 
nerations, till  at  length  one  of  them  pafTed  it  away  to 
Richard  Conftable,  gent,  of  Groombridge,  who  fold 
it  to  Sir  Francis  Dafliwood,  bart.  and  he  quickly  after 
conveyed  it  to  Maurice  Conyers,  efq.  who  polfefled  it 
in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  George  II.  he 
alienated  it  to  Mr.  O’Connor,  whofe  fon,  John  O’Con- 
nor, efq.  fold  it  to  George  Kelly,  efq.  who  refided  here 
and  ferved  the  office  of  high  flieriff  in  1762,  In  which 
year  he  was  knighted.  He  died  pofiTeffied  of  this  manor 
in  1772,  leaving  his  three  fillers  his  coheirs,  viz.  Anne 
Shorey,  widow,  Hannah  Tanner,  widow,  and  Martha, 
wife  of  James  Spagg,  efq.  Mrs.  Tanner  died  in  1780, 
fince  whofe  death,  and  that  of  her  two  fifters,  this  ma- 
nor is  now,  in  purfuance  of  their  different  wills,  become 
veiled  in  Mifs  Elizabeth  Shorey,  daughter  of  the  for- 
mer, and  Thomas  Chriftopher  Gardiner,  a fon  of  ano- 
ther daughter  of  Mrs.  Shorey. 

■ A court-leet  and  court-baron  are  held  for  this  manor. 


“ Philipott,  p.  321. 
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Holand’Sj  now  called  the  manor  of  Holland, 
was  once  the  inheritance  of  a noble  family  of  that  fur- 
name,  who  were  great  benefafbors  to  the  church  of 
Speldhurft,  aud  were  allied  to  the  Holands,  earls  of 
Kent,  who  flourifhed  ill  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  III. 
and  king  Richard  II.  It  continued  in  this  name  till 
about  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  when  it  was  alie- 
nated to  Richard  Waller,  efq  of  Groombridge,  in  whole 
defendants  it  remained  till  Sir  Thomas  Waller,  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  palTed  it  away  by  fde  to 
Thomas  Sackville,  earl  of  Dorfet,  and  lord  treafurer 
of  England,  who  died  poUelTed  of  it  in  1608.  He 
was  fucceeded  in  this  manor  by  his  cldell  fon,  Robert, 
earl  of  Dorfet,  who  dying  within  twelve  months  after- 
wards, Richard,  earl  of  Dorfet,  his  eldeft  fon,  became 
poli'elfed  of  it.  He  conveyed  it  to  Lindfey,  who  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  1.  fold  it  to  Caldicot,  and  he,  in 
the  next  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  alienated  it  to  Mr. 
William  Canfield,  who  aferwards  fold  it  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  George  Lewis,  of  Wefterham,  who  devifed  it  by 
his  will  to  his  fon,  Mr.  Erafmus  Lewis,  gent,  and  he 
fold  it  to  George  Kelly,  efq.  afterwards  Sir  George 
Kelly,  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1772,  leaving  his  three 
fillers  his  coheirs,  one  of  whom,  Mrs.  Hannah  Tan- 
ner, widow,  on  the  divifion  of  certain  parts  of  his 
ellate,  became  the  owner  of  this  manor.  She  died  in 
1780,  and  devifed  this  ellate  in  trull' for  her  nephew, 
George  Gardner,  a fon  of  her  niece,  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters of  her  filler  Shorey,  remainder  to  his  brother 
Thomas  Chrillopher  Gardner,  who  fince  his  death  is 
become  the  prefent  owner  of  this  manor. 

A court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor,  which  is  inti- 
tled  to  heriot,  relief,  &c.  the  quit-rents  amount  to 
il.  9s.  2d.  per  annum. 

Ferbie's,  though  nov/  hardly  known,  was  antiently 
a feat  of  no  fmall  confideration  in  this  parifh,  and  gave 
name  to  a family,  who  afterwards  became  of  fome  note 
in  dilferent  parts  of  this  county,  though  this  was  their 
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moll  antient  refidencc.  John  de  Fereby  refided  here  ' 
in  the  reigns  of  king  Edward  II.  and  III.  and  fealed 
vyith  his  paternal  coat  of  arms,  a fefs  ermine  betzveen 
tbree^  goats  heads  erafed,  as  appears  by  the  labels  affixed 
to  his  deeds.  His  defcendants  contrafted  their  name 
to  Ferby,  one  of  whom  having  purchafed  lands  at 
Paul  s Cray,  in  this  county,  removed  thither  about  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  upon 
tnat  alienated  his  antient  patrimony  here  to  Richard 
Waller,  efq.  of  Gr.oombridge,  in  whole  pofterity  it  re- 
mained till  the  reign  of  king  Charles  1.  when  it  was  fold 
to  Richard  Chiverton,  fkinner  and  alderman  of  Lon- 
don, and  lord  mayor  in  the  year  1658,  fon  of  Mr. 
Henry  Chiverton,  of  Trehoufie,  in  Cornwall,  and  bore 
his  arms.  On  a mounts  a cafile  triple  tozvered^  from 
which  name  it  was  conveyed  to  Woodgate,  who  gave 
it  in  marriage  with  his  daughter  to  Mr.  Wm.  Durrant, 
of  Frantfield,  in  Sufiex,  whofe  fon,  Mr.  Robert  Dur- 
rant, is  the  prefent  owner  of  this  eflate. 

East  and  West  Ewehurst  are  two  manors,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  Fiuthern  part  of  this  parifh,  which  were 
formerly  owned  by  the  family  of  Read,  of  Marden,  in 
this  county,  originally  defcended  from  the  county  of 
Northumberland.  ^ They  refided  at  Marden  till  Sir 
Robert  Read,  chief  jufiice  of  the  common  pleas,  in 
tne  reign  or  king  Henry  VII.  having  married  Mar- 
garet, one  of  the  daughters  and  coheirs  of  John  Al- 
phew,  of  Chidingftone,  removed  thither.°  He  died 
pofTefiTed  of  thefe  manors  about  the  loth  year  of  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  yill.  leaving  four  daughters  his 
coheirs  j on  the  partition  of  whole  inheritance  thele 
manors,  among  other  eftates,  were  allotted  to  the  fhare 
of  Bridget,  who  entitled  her  hulband  Willoughby  to 
them.  They  remained  in  his  defcendants  till  Sir  Per- 
cival_ Willoughby,  having  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
married  Bridget,  eldefl:  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir 
Francis  Willoughby,  of  Wollaton-hall,  in  Netting. 
hamlhirQ,  became  poflefled  of  that  feat  and  other  large 

- Philipott,  p.  321.  Harris’s  Hift.  of  Kent,  p.  195. 
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poflcffions  in  that  county,  and  being  defirous  of  increaf- 
ing  liis  intereft  there,  he  conveyed  the  manors  of  Eafl: 
and  Weft  Ewehurft  in  the  8th  year  of  king  James  I. 
to  Nathaniel  Studley,  efq.’’  whofe  only  fon  of  the  fame 
name,  during  the  civil  wars,  conveyed  them  to  Mr. 
Chriftopher  Knight,  of  Cowdham,  on  whofe  death 
they  came  to  his  fon,  Mr.  Michael  Knight,  of  Wefter- 
ham,  who  pofteifed  them  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
foon  after  which  they  were  alienated  to  Sidney,  earl  of 
Eeicefter,  whofe  defcendant,  Robert,  carl  of  Lcicefter, 
died  fcifed  of  them  on  Nov.  ii,  1702;  his  youngeft 
and  fourth  fon,  Joceline,  at  length  fuccceding  to  his 
titles  and  eftate,  both  Philip  and  John,  his  brothers, 
fucceftively  earls  of  l.eicefter,  dying  without  iflue,  de- 
ceafed  likev/ife  in  1 743  without  lawful  ilfue,  and  by  his 
will  bequeathed  his  eftates,  to  his  natural  daughter, 
Anne  Sidney  ; but  his  two  nieces,  daughters  and  co- 
heirs of  colonel  Thomas  Sidney,  his  next  elder  bro- 
ther, who  died  before  the  earls  Philip  and  John,  in 
1729,  Mary,  married  to  Sir  Brownlow  Sherard,  bart. 
and  Elizabeth,  married  to  William  Perry,  efq.  claimed 
his  eftates  in  this  county,  as  his  coheirs,  by  virtue  of 
an  intail  created  by  the  marriage  fettlement  of  Robert, 
earl  of  Eeicefter,  father  of  earl  Joceline,  in  1700  j 
after  much  litigation,  a compromife  was  entered  into  in 
1746,  between  them  and  Anne  Sidney  above-men- 
tioned, which  was  confirmed  by  a6t  of  parliament,  by 
virtue  of  which  the  Kentifli  eftates  w^ere  vefted  in  Sir 
Brownlow  Sherard  and  William  Perry,  efq.  free  from 
any  further  demand  of  the  faid  Anne  Sidney. 

Part  of  thefe  eftates  they  afterwards  divided  intofe- 
pafate  moieties,  and  the  remainder,  among  which  were 
thefe  manors  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Ewehurft,  they  conti- 
nued poftefled  of  as  tenants  in  common.  Sir  Brown- 
low Sherard  died  without  iffue  in  1748,  leaving  his 
widow  furviving,  who  died  in  1758,  and  by  her  laft 
will  gave  the  whole  of  her  intereft  in  the  Sidney  eftates, 

P See  more  of  him  under  Penflmrft. 
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divided  and  undivided,  to  Anne,  widow  of  Sir  William 
Yonge,  bare,  and  K.  B.  for  her  life,  remainder  to  her 
fon  Sir  George  Yonge,  bart.  of  Efcot,  in  DevonOnlre,'* 
They  in  the  year  1770  joined  in  the  fale  of  the  undi- 
vided part  of  thefe  eftates,  among  which  were  thefe 
manors,  to  Mi;s.  Fdizabeth  Perry,  widow  of  William 
Perry,  efq.  above-mentioned,  who  died  in  1757,  the 
owner  of  the  other  undivided  moiety.  Mrs.  Perry  died 
in  1783,  and  by  her  w'ill  devifed  them  to  truftees  for 
the  benefit  of  her  eldeft  grandfon,  John  Shelley  Sidney, 
efq.  who  is  the  prefent  poflcflbr  of  them. 

A court-baron  Is  held  for  each  of  thefe  manoi-s. 

Nealhampton  is  a manor  in  this  parifh,  which  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  was  in  the  pofTeflion  of 
Sir  Richard  Sackville,  who  in  the  19th  year  of  that 
reign  alienated  it,  with  the  queen’s  licence,  to  Thomas 
Smith,  efq.  of  Wefterhanger,  commonly  called  Cuf- 
tomer  Smith,  who  devifed  it  by  his  laft  will  to  his  fe- 
cond  fon.  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Sutton -at-Hone,  in 
whofe  defeendants  it  continued  down  to  Sir  Sidney 
Stafford  Smydie,  late  chief  baron  of  the  exchequer. 
He  died  in  1778,  as  did  his  widow  the  lady  Sarah 
Smytlie,  poffefled  of  it  in  1790,  and  by  her  will 
devifed  it  to  truftees,  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  her 
nephews  and  nieces,  which  it  afterwards  was  to  the, 
right  honorable  John,  earl  of  Darnley,  the  prefent 
owner  of  it. 

Groombridge  is  a hamlet  and  manor  in  this  parifh, 
within  the  hundred  of  Somerden,  and  is  feparated  from 
the  county  of  Suffex  by  a ftream  of  the  river  Medway. 

It  is  called  in  antient  writings  Gromenebregge,  no 
doubt  from  fome  Saxon,  w'ho  was  antiendy  owner  of 
it,  and  was  faid  to  be  fituated  in  the  manor  of  Rede- 
meregge,  which  manor  was  held  of  the  manor  of 
Afhurft,  and  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  was  the 
property  of  William  Ruffell  and  Hawis  his  wife. 

**  See  more  of  this  family  under  Fool's  Cray, 
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In  tTje  reign  of  king  Edv/ard  I.  it  was  in  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  a younger  branch  of  the  eminent  family  of 
Cobham,  of  Cobham,  in  this  county.  Henry  de  Cob- 
ham,  the  younger  fon  of  John  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham, 
by  the  daughter  of  Warine  Fitzbenedift,  was  pro- 
prietor of  it  in  that  reign.  He  was  of  Roundal,  in 
Shorne,  and  was  commonly  called  le  Uncle,  to  diftin- 
guifh  him  from  Henry  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  fon 
of  his  elder  brother  John.  In  the  14th  year  of  that 
reign,  he,  with  Joane  his  wife,  obtained  the  king’s 
charter  for  a market  every  week,  upon  the  Thurfday, 
at  Groombridge,  and  a fair  yearly  there,  on  the  eve, 
day  and  morrow  after  the  feaft  of  St.  John  Port  La- 
tine,  which  was  on  May  6/  He  died  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  leaving  by  Joane 
his  wife,  the  eldeft  of  the  two  daughters  and  coheirs  of 
Stephen  de  Penceftre,  a fon  of  Stephen  de  Cobham,  of 
Roundal,  and  afterwards  knighted,  who  having  re- 
ceived fummons  to  parliament,  died  in  the  6th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.®  and  one  of  his  delcendants  alienated 
it  to  the  family  of  Clinton. 

Sir  John  de  Clinton  poflefled  it  in  the  next  reign  of  1 
king  Richard  II.  who  having  received  fummons  to  par-  i 
liament,  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  | 
Richard  II.  He  had  by  Idonea  his  wife.  After  and 
coheir  of  William  de  Say,  a fon.  Sir  William  de  Clin- 
ton, who  died  in  his  life-time,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Deincourt,  a fon  Wil- 
liam, his  grandfather’s  heir,  who  fucceeded  to  this 
eftate.  In  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  this  Wil- 
liam de  Clinton  had  polTeflion  granted  of  his  wife’s 
fliare  of  the  inheritance  of  her  brother,  William  de 
Say,  and  thereupon  bore  the  title  of  lord  Clinton  and 
Say.  He  alienated  Groombridge,  at  the  latter  end  of 

Rot.  Cart,  ejus  an.  No.  33.  Levinz,  in  his  Reports,  part  iii. 
p.  224,  fays,  a fair  had  been  ufually  held  here  on  Sept.  14. 

‘ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  69.  and  Philipott,  p.  319. 
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' that  reign,  to  Thomas  Waller,  of  Lamberhurft,  whofe 

family  was  polTefled  of  good  eflates  in  this  county  and 
uflex,  and  bore  for  their  arms,  Sable^  three  walnut 
tree  leaves^  or,  between  two  cotizes  argent.^  His  fon 
and  heir,  John  W^aller,  eiq.  was  of  Groombridge,  and 
had  by  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Lanfdall  of  Lanf- 
dall,  in  SufTex,  Richard  Waller,  his  heir,  who  was  a 
valiant  foldier,  and  dlfplayed  remarkable  courage  and 
good  behaviour  at  the  battle  of  Agincourt  in  France, 
fought  on  Odober  2 5,  in  the  4th  year  of  Henry  v! 
which  was  the  greateft  vidtory  that  ever  was,  or  per- 
haps ever  will  be,  obtained  by  this  nation.  The  kino-’s 
army  amounted  only  to  9000,  and  thofe  fickly  and 
greatly  harrafled  j whereas  the  French  were  1 50,000 
men,  in  health  and  unfatigued.  The  battle  Med  from 
ten  in  the  morning  till  five  in  the  afternoon.  There 
were  fiain  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  one  archbifhop, 
three  dukes,  fix  earls,  ninety  barons,  1500  knights, 
and  7000  efquires  or  gentlemen.  The  lofs  of  the 
Englifh  was  very  inconfiderable,  not  more  than  four 
hundred,  of  every  degree."  He  had  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans, then  taken  prifoner,  who  was  found,  under  a 
heap  of  dead  bodies,  by  Mr.  Waller,  with  others  of  the 
archers,  with  fome  figns  of  life  in  him,  committed  to 
his  cuftody,  by  command  of  the  king,  who  ordered 
care  to  be  taken  of  him  j and  in  honor  of  his  taking 
fo  noble  a prifoner,  had  an  additional  crefl  granted  to 
him  and  his  heirs  forever,  viz.  the  arms,  Or,  efciitcheon 
of  France  hanging  by  a label  on  a walnut-tree,  with  this 
motto,  Ha  fru6ius  I'irtutis.  The  duke  being  brought  by 
him  into  England,  was  confined  at  his  feat  at  Groom- 
bridge,  which  was  fo  beneficial  to  him,  that  during  the 
time  of  his  reftraint  here,  he  rebuilt  the  houfe  upon  the 
old  foundation,  and  was  befides  a bencfador  to  the  re- 


* Claus  II  Richard  II.  in  dorfo,  memb.  35.  Philipott,  p.  320^ 
Vifit.  cb*.  Kent,  1619.  “ Rapin,  vol.  i.  p.  513  ^tfeq. 
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pairs  of  Speldhurft-church,  where  the  duke’s  arms  now 
remain  in  ftone  over  the  porch.'^  How  long  the  duke 
remained  with  him  I do  not  find,  but  he  was  certainly 
committed  to  other  cuftody  before  the  8th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  for  it  was  enaded  in  parliament  that  year, 
that  the  duke  of  Orleance,  the  king’s  coufin,  then  in 
the  keeping  of  Sir  Thomas  Chamberworth,  fliould  be 
delivered  to  Sir  John  Cornwall,  by  him  fafely  to  be 
kept. 

Richard  Waller,  efq.  was  fherifFin  the  i6th  year  of 
king  Henry  VI.  and  left  by  his  wife,  daughter  of  Gul- 
by,  two  fons  ; Richard,  the  eldefl:,  who  was  anceftor  of 
the  Wallers,  of  Southampton,  and  John,  who  was  of 
Groombridge,  and  a daughter  Alice,  married  to  Sir 
John  Guldeford. 

John  Waller,  efq.  of  Groombridge,  the  fecond  fon, 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Whetenhall,  and 
dying  in  1517,  leaving  by  her  two  Ions,  William,  his 
heir,  and  John,  who  was  anceftor  of  the  Wallers,  of 
Beconsfield,  in  Buckinghamihire,  of  which  branch  was 
the  celebrated  poet  Edmund  Waller,  efq.  who  courted, 
though  in  vain,  with  all  the  energy  of  his  poetical  ta- 
lents, the  lady  Dorothy  Sidney,  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Leicefter,  under  the  name  of  Sacharifla, 
whom  he  was  a near  neighbour  to  here,  whilft  on  his 
vifits  to  his  relations  at  Groombridge. 

William,  the  eldeft  fon  of  John  Waller,  was  of 
Groombridge,  efq.  and  was  fheriff  of  this  county  in  the 
22d  year  of  Henry  VIII.  whofe  lands  among  others  were 
difgavelled  by  the  ad  of  the  3 ift  of  that  reign,  at  which 
time,  as  well  as  in  the  middle  of  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign, 
there  appears  to  have  been  a park  here.*  He  died  in 
1 555*  Frorn  him  this  eftate  at  length  defeended  to  his 
' ^andfon  Walter,  who  refided  at  Groombridge,  and 
was  knighted,  he  left  two  .fons,  of  whom  George  the 
eldeft,  by  his  fecond  wife  Mary,  daughter  of  Richard 

'■  •'  Philipott,  p.  320,  * Lamb.  Per.  p.  57,  edit.  1570. 

Hardres, 


SPELDirURST 

Hardres,  cfq.  had  one  fon  and  heir.  Sir  Hardres 
Wall^  a major-general  in  the  parliament  army  againft 
king  Charles  I.  and  one  of  the  regicides,  for  vvhich  he 
was,  after  the  refloration,  tried  and  condemned,  but 
through  the  king’s  mercy,  pardoned.  He  left 
iirue  feveral  daughters.’^ 

Thomas,  the  fecond  fon,  fucceeded  his  father 
at  Groombridge,  and  was  afterwards  knighted,  and 
l^utenant  of  Dover-caftle  in  the  reign  of  James  I. 
He  alienated  this  eftate  to  Thomas  Sackville,  earl  of 

treafurer  of  England,  who  died  pof- 
fefled  of  itm  1608.  ^ 

He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  eldelt  fon  Robert,  earl 
who  died  within  twelve  months  afterwards, 
on  which,  Richard,  earl  of  Dorfet,  his  eldeft  fon,  be- 
came poflefled  of  it,  and  afterwards  conveyed  it  to 
John  Packer,  efq.  clerk  of  the  privy  feal  to  Charles  L 
who  refided  here,  and  was  a good  benefadlor  to  the 
chapel,  which  he  rebuilt,  as  will  be  mentioned  below. 
He  bore  for  his  arms.  Gules,  acrofs  lozenge,  or,  between 
fonrrofes  argent.  He  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon 
Philip  Packer,  efq.  who  died  pofTefled  of  it  in  1686,’ 
and  was  buried  in  Groombridge  chapel.  He  had  by 
his  firft  wife  Ifabel,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Berkeley 
T)f  Spetchley,  in  Wcrcefterfoire,  two  fons  and  two 
daughters ; ofwhom,  John  Packer,  efq.  the  eldeft  fon 
■fucceeded  to  this  eftate  and  refided  here.  He  died 
polTefled  of  it  in  1697,  leaving  by  Barbara  his  wife 
daughter  of  colonel  Morgan,  of  Warminfter,  in  So* 

, merletlhire,  one  fon,  Philip,  and  two  daughters,  Ifabel 
and  Anne.  Philip  Packer,  efq.  afterwards  at  length 
•fucceeded  to  this  eftate  of  Groombridge,  but  dying  fdon 
; ‘afterwards  unmarried,  his  two  fifters  became  hil  co- 
1 heirs  j the  eldeft  of  whom,  Anne,  married  Thomas 
I^te,  efq.  of  London,  and  Ifabella,  the  youngeft,  mar- 
• ned  firft,  George  Rivers,  efq.  and  fccopdly,  Mr.  Cook, 

Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  FaiH,  p.  75.  irifli  Peer,  vol.  ii.  p,  80. 
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and  they  Intitlcd  their  rcfpedlive  hufbands  to  it ; after 
which  it  became  veiled  in  the  court  of  chancery,  where 
it  remained  till  it  was  purchaled  by  Mr.  William  Cam- 
field,  who  refided  at  Groombridge-place. 

He  died  in  17S1,  upon  which  it  came  by  his  will  to 
his  three  fons,  Thomas,  John  and  Henry,  by  whom  it 
afterwards  pafled  by  Tale  to  Robert  Burges,  cfq  of 
Lyghe,  who  died  poflclTed  of  Groombridge-place,  with 
the  manor  of  Redmerege,  in  1794,  and  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Burges,  remarrying  with  James  Harbroc, 
efq.  entitled  him  to  the  poflelfion  of  this  ellate,  of 
which  he  ftill  continues  owner.  A court-baron  is  held 
for  this  manor.  A fair  is  held  here  on  May  17,  and 
Sept.  25,  for  cattle,  pedlary,  &c. 

The  chapel  of  Groombridge,  belonging  to  this 
hamlet,  was  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Apoftle  and 
Evangelift,  and  was  built  before  the  end  of  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  III.  in  the  23d  year  of  which  William 
Ruflell  and  Hawis  his  wife,  granted  lands  in  different 
places  to  this  chapel  of  St.  John  of  Gromenebregge  in 
their  manor  of  Redmeregge,  and  Robert  de  Speld- 
hurft  and  his  fucceflbrs,  chaplains  there,  in  pure  and 
perpetual  alms.  It  appears  by  a leafe  granted  by  the 
above-mentioned  Robert,  of  part  of  the  above  premifes 
in  the  38  th  year  of  that  reign,  that  this  chapel^ was  like- 
wife  called  the  chapel  of  Redmeregge,  feveral  other 
benefadors  of  fmall  parcels  of  land  are  recorded  in  the 
Regtjlrnm  Roff’en/e^  in  fome  of  which  this  chapel  is 
mentioned  to  be  fituated  in  the  manor  of  Redmeregge 
in  the  parifli  of  Speldhurft.*  John  Packer,  efq.  who 
purchased  this  eftate,  rebuilt  this  chapel  in  the  year 
1625,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  fervice  of  God,  in  gra- 
titude for  the  fafe  return  of  Charles,  prince  of  Wales, 
from  Spain ; whence  it  was  afterwards  called  Sr. 
Charles’s  chapel.  Over  the  door  of  the  chapel  was  the 
following  infeription,  now  obliterated:  D.  0.  M,  1625, 


oh 


’ Reg.  RofF.  p.  610  to  614. 
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oh  felicilfitm  Caroli  Principis  Ex  Hifpania  redticis  Sa~ 
cellum  hoc  D.  D,  /.  P.  over  which  is  the  devife  of  the 
prince  of  Wales.  He  endowed  it  at  the  fame  time  with 
twenty  pounds  per  annum,  and  ten  pounds  per  annum, 
in  confideration  of  a chaplain's  board.  The  duty  in  it 
is  ftill  kept  up,  but  there  is  now  paid  out  of  the  eftate 
to  the  chaplain,  only  12I.  15s.  per  annum.  The  ham- 
let being  large,  there  is  a large  congregation  likcwife. 
It  is  now  efteemed  as  a donative  in  the  king’s  gift. 

In  this  chapel,  /«  de  chancel,  is  a monument  for  Philip  Packer, 
efq.  obt.  1686;  another  for  John  his  fon,  obt.  1697;  in  the  win- 
dows are  the  arms  of  Packer  with  their  feveral  quarterins;s.  In 
the  middle  j/Zc  is  a memorial  for  John  Poeton,  mijiifter  of  this  cha- 
pel 36  years,  obt.  1691,* 

CHARITIES. 

Sir  Thomas  Smith,  by  his  will  in  1625,  gave  for  cloathing 
and  feeding  fix  poor  perfons  of  this  parilli,  among  others,  in  bread 
and  cloth,  hoiifes  and  lands  in  London,  vefted  in  the  Skinner’s 
Company,  who  now  provide  the  fame,  to  the  annual  amount  to 
this  parifh  of  iil.  los.’’ 

Wi  LLiAM  Strong,  efq.  gave  by  will  in  1713,  two  fmall 
farms,  to  cloath  and  put  out  apprentice  one  fcholar  every  year 
alternately,  from  the  fchool  at  Tunbridge-Wells,  in  this  pari fii, 
and  the  free  fchool  of  Tunbridge,  the  furplus  of  the  rents,  if  any 
fuch,  to  remain  to  be  lent  upon  good  fecurity  to  either  of  the 
fcholars,  for  five  years,  without  intereft. 

Speldhurst  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter,  and  deanry  of 
Mailing. 

The  church,  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  was 
a neat  building,  having  a fpire  fteeple  at  the  weft  end 
of  it,  in  which  hung  four  bells. 

On  Thurfday,  Odober  22,  1791,  a dreadful  ftorm 
of  thunder  and  lightning  happened  in  thefe  parts,  which 
fet  fire  to  this  church,  a ball  of  fire  being  obferved  to 

* See  the  monuments  and  infcriptions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Rolf, 
p.  810.  ^ See  Strype’s  Stowe’s  Survey,  book  v.  p.  51. 
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enter  the  center  of  the  Ihingled  part  of  the  fpire,  and 
inftantly  a thick  fmoke,  followed  by  flames  ilTiied  from 
it,  and  there  being  no  help  at  hand,  everjr  thing  con- 
tributed to  its  deftrudion.  The  high  wind,  the  rain 
and  hail  having  ceafed,  drove  the  flames  from  the  ftee- 
ple  on  the  church,  and  in  about  four  hours  this  beau^ 
tiful  ftrufture  was  totally  reduced  to  a heap  of  ruins. 
The  bells  were  melted  by  the  inienfe  heat,  the  monju-» 
ments  in  it,  and  every  thing  elfe  which  could  become 
a prey  to  the  fiery  element  were  reduced  to  afhes ; the 
ftone  walls  only  were  left,  but  in  fo  ruinous  a condi- 
tion as  not  to  be  fit  for  future  ufe,  and  what  is  extra- 
ordinary, the  font,  though  left  entire,  was  turned  up- 
fide  down  ; the  tombs  and  head  (tones  near  the  church 
were  confiderably  damaged.  A brief  was  obtained  to- 
wards the  re-building  of  it,  but  the  work,  though  the 
fize  of  it  has  been  greatly  reduced,  tiie  new  church, 
confifting  but  of  one  ifle  and  a very  fmall  chancel,  haS 
gone  on  but  flowly,  and  at  this  time  is  not  near  finiflied, 
and  neither  fteeple  nor  bells  are  yet  agreed  upon,  the 
brief  not  producing  fo  much  as  was  expeded. 

In  the  old  church,  before  it  was  burnt  down,  there  were  the 
following  monuments  and  inferiptions  ; — /«  the  chancel^  on  the 
fouth  wall,  an  antient  and  beautiful  monument,  with  the  arms  of 
Waller,  with  the  augmentation  and  feveral  quarterirtgs,  for  Sir 
Walter  Waller;  a brafs  plate  for  John  Waller,  efq.  obt.  1517. 
lipthe  have,  were  feveral  brafs  plates  for  the  fame  family,  one  of 
them  for  William  Waller,  efq.  of  Groombridge,  obt.  1555.  The 
porch  was  very  curious,  over  which  was  an  antique  flneld,  cut  in 
Hone,  being  the  arms  of  France,  with  a file  of  three  flambeaUx, 
for  Charles,  duke  of  Orleans,  mentioned  before.  He  built  this 
porch,  and  was  a good  benefoftor  to  the  repairs  of  the  church 
itfelf.' 

By  a fine  levied  in  the  39th  year  of  king  Henry  III. 
before  Gilbert  de  Prefton,  and  others  juftices  itinerant, 
Walter  de  la  Dene,  the  poflefTor  of  this  advowfon, 

' See  thefe  monuments  and  inferiptions  more  at  large,  in  Ree. 
RofF.  p.  808.  ^ ^ 
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granted  it  to  the  Walter  Fitzwalter  in  tail  general,  to 
hold  of  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
one  penny,  and  performing  all  other  fervices  due  from 
thence  to  the  capital  lords  of  the  fee. 

Koger  de  Padlefworth  was  patron  of  the  church  of 
Speldhurft  in  the  48th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  and  he, 
then  releafed  his  right  , to  certain  rent  and  fervice  due 
for  lands  granted  to  the  chapel  of  Gromenebre^e, 
fitnated  within  his  manor  of  Speldhurft.  In  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  in.  the  manor  and  church  of  Speld- 
hurft were  part  of  the  pofleftions  of  Sir  John  de  Pulter 
neye,  who,  in  the  1 9th  year  of  that  reign,  on  his  perr 
feeing  the  foundation  and  endowment  of  his  college  in 
the  parifh  of  St.  Lawrence,  in  Canon-ftreet,  London, 
afterwards  called  the  College  of  St.  Lawrence  Poult- 
ney,  fettled  both  manor  andadvowfon  on  it.**  Three 
years  after  which,  anno  i347j  Hamo,  bifhop  of  Ro.- 
chefter,  at  the  inftance  and  petition  of  Sir  John  de  Pul- 
teneye,  by  his  inftrument  appropriated  this  church  to 
that  college  for  ever,  referving  out  of  it  neyerthelefs  a 
fit  portion  to  the  perpetual  vicar  ferving  in  it,  to  be 
prefented  to  the  bifhop  and  his  fuccefTors,  by  the  mafter 
or  guardian  and  the  chaplains  of  the  college,  by  which 
he  might  be  fupported  decently,  and  be  enabled  to 
difeharge  the  epifcopal  dues  and  other  burthens  incum- 
bent on  him  ; and  he  decreed,  that  they  fhould  take 
poffeftion  of  this  church  immediately  on  the  deaths  or 
ceffion  of  Sir  Thomas,  thenredtor  of  it  (whom  he  by 
no  means  intended  t6  prejudice  by  this  appropriation) 
without  any  further  licence  or  authority  obtained  for 
that  purpofe,  faving,  neverthelefs,  and  referving  to 
himfelf  and  his  fuccefibrs  canonical  obedience  from  the 
mafter  or  guardian  and  chaplains  or  their  fuccefibrs,  on 
account  of  their  holding  this  church  as  aforefaid,  and 
the  vifitation  of  it,  and  other  rights  due  to  the  church 
and  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  to  the  archdeacon  of  , 


t Tan.  Mon.  p.  319. 
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the  place,  either  of  cuftom  or  of  right,  and  all  other 
rights  and  cufloms  in  every  thing  whatfoever  j and  fa v- 
ing  and  relerving  in  the  church  a perpetual  vicarage, 
which  he  then  decreed  fhould  take  effedl  at  the  death 
or  refignation  of  the  reflor  of  it.  And  he  willed,  that 
a fit  and  competent  portion  fhould  be  afiigned  out  of 
the  fruits,  rents  and  produce  of  it  to  fuch  vicar  to  ferve 
in  it,  who  fhould  firft  be  prefented  by  the  mafler,  &c. 
to  be  inftituted  and  admitted  by  the  bifhop,  or  his  fuc- 
cefTor,  into  it,  before  his  admifilon,  according  as  cir- 
cumftances  required,  to  tlie  ufe  of  him  and  his  fuc- 
cefTors  for  ever.  And  he  willed  and  decreed,  that  the 
portion  above-mentioned  fhould  for  ever  confifl  of  the 
tithes  of  Jilva  cedna^  pannage,  apples,  and  fruits  of 
other  trees,  hay,  herbage,  flax,  hemp,  wool,  milk,  but- 
ter and  cheefe,  lambs,  calves,  pigs,  fwans,  pidgeons, 
fowlings,  huntings,  mills,  fifheries,  merchandizing,  and 
in  all  other  fmall  tithes  and  dues  of  the  church,  obla- 
tions and  obventions  whatfoever  belonging  to  the  al- 
tarage, together  with  competent  buildings  fituate  on 
the  foil  of  the  church,  to  be  affigned  for  the  habitation 
of  the  vicar,  and  in  which  the  vifitors  ot  the  ordinary 
might  be  commodioufly  received.  And  he  willed  and 
decreed,  that  the  vicar  for  the  time  being,  (after  the 
books  and  veflments  belonging  by  cuftom  to  the  rector 
to  provide,  fhould  have  been  fufficiently  provided  by 
the  mafter,  &c.)  fhould  caufe  the  books  to  be  bound, 
and  the  veflments  to  be  wafhed,  repaired  and  amended, 
as  often  as  need  fhould  be  ; and  fhould  find  and  pro- 
vide, at  his  own  expcnce,  bread,  wine,  and  procefTional 
tapers,  and  other  lights  neceffary  in  the  chancel,  and 
the  accuftomed  attendants  in  the  church  ; and  fhould 
keep  and  maintain  in  a proper  flate,  at  his  own  cofls, 
the  buildings  allotted  to  his  vicarage,  after  they  fhould 
have  been  once  fufficiently  repaired,  and  afiigned  as  an 
habitation  for  him  and  his  fuccefibrs,  and  fliould  wholly 
pay  all  epifcopal  dues,  and  archidiaconal  procurations, 
and  fhould  undergo  and  acknowledge  all  other  extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary  burthens,  which  flionld  be  incumbent  or  laid  on 
him,  according  to  the  taxation  of  his  portion,  which, 
fo  far  as  related  to  them,  he  eftimated  and  taxed  at 
fixty  (hillings  fterling  j but  that  the  mafter,  &c.  lliould 
undergo  and  acknowledge,  at  his  and  their  own  cofts 
for  ever,  all  other  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries,  ac- 
cording to  the  taxation  of  their  portion,  which  he  efti- 
mated  at  fix  marcs  and  an  half.  LafUy,  that  his  ca- 
thedral church  of  Rochefler  miglit  not  be  in  any  manner 
hurt,  or  prejudiced  by  this  appropriation,  he,  in  recom- 
pence  of  fuch  lofs,  as  it  might  happen  to  receive  from 
it,  either  in  the  not  receiving  the  profits  of  it  whilft  it 
fliould  become  vacant,  or  otherwife,  referved  a certain 
annual  penfion  of  feven  lliillings  fterling  from  this  church 
to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  to  be  yearly  paid  at  the  feaft 
of  the  Purification  of  the  blefled  V'’irgin  Mary,  by  the 
mafter,  &c.  as  foon  as  they  Ihould  have  obtained  ef- 
fciftual  and  full  poflefiion  of  it,  &c.' 

On  the  8th  of  June  following  Sir  William  de  Chet- 
wode,  mafter  of  the  college,  appeared  before  the  biftiop, 
and  obtained  the  bifhop’s  letters,  as  proftor  for  himfeif 
and  his  college,  for  putting  him  in  corporal  poftelTion  of 
this  church. 

But  the  profits  and  income  of  this  vicarage  becoming 
in  procefs  of  time  fcarce  fufficient  for  the  decent  fup- 
port  of  the  minifter  officiating  in  it,  and  the  fupport  of 
the  burthens  incumbent  on  it,  and  being  like  to  be 
much  lefs  fo  in  future  i John  Thurfton,  the  mafter,  and 
the  chaplains  of  the  college,  that  the  cure  of  fouls 
might  be  the  better  obferved,  renounced  and  gave  up 
all  right,  title,  and  pofleffion  which,  by  reafon  of  the 
appropriation  above-mentioned,  they  had,  or  miglit 
have  in  future,  in  this  church,  the  right  of  patronage 
' of  it  only  excepted  and  referved ; and  they  granted, 
that  every  incumbent,  or  curate  of  it  to  be  by  them 
prefented,  and  admitted  and  inftituted  by  the  ordi- 
nary of  the  place,  ftiould  have  in  future  all  tithes,  as 

* Reg.  RofF.  p.  615. 
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well  great  as  fmall,  belonging  of  antient  time  to  the 
church,  or  to  them  by  lealbn  of  the  appropriationj  as 
alfo  all  rights,  produce,  and  emoluments  however  ac- 
cruing, or  to  accrue,  late  belonging  to  the  vicarage  of  ' 
it  j fo  that  he,  the  incumbent  for  the  time  being,  Ihould 
for  the  future  undergo,  pay,  fupport,  and  acknowledge 
all  burthens  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  due  and  ac- 
cuftomed,  belonging  or  incumbent  on  the  church,  or 
on  them  by  reafon  of  the  fame.  The  inftrument  for 
this  purpoie,  under  their  common  feal,  was  dated  in 
1448,  and  was  ratified  and  confirmed  by  Jolm  Lowe, 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  faving  neverthelefs,  the  penfion 
of  feven  {hillings  paid  to  the  bifhop  and  his  fuccelTors, 
from  it,  which  in  future  ihould  continue  to  be  paid  by 
the  redtor  of  this  church,  for  the  time  being,  or  who- 
ever fiiould  be  in  pofTeflion  of  the  great  tithes  of  it, 
under  whatever  name  he  iliould  be  entitled  to  them. 

In  confequence  of  which,  Richard  Barker,  then  vicar,  ' 
refigned  this  vicarage  into  the  hands  of  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  who  the  fame  day  admitted  and  inftituted ' 
him,  - on  the  prefentation  of  the  mafter  and  chaplains  of 
the  obllege,  to  the  church  of  Spcldhurft,  together  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  tithes  and  profits,  as  well  great 
belonging  formerly  to  the  mafter,  &c.  as  oblations  and 
fmall  tithes  belonging  to  the  vicar  of  it,  the  penfion  of 
feven  {hillings  due  and  accuftomed  to  be  paid  to  tlie 
bifhop,  and  his  fucceffors,  yearly  referved,  neverthe- 
lefs, and  excepted  j and  that  he  fhould  have  all  emolu*' 
ments  whatfoever,  which  of  antient  time  belonged,  'as 
well  to  the  reftory  as  the  vicarage,  and  fliould  undergo 
and  acknowledge  the  tenths  due  to  the  king,  the  above 
fpiritual  penfion  to  die  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  the  repa- 
ration of  the  chancel,  and  all  other  burthens  whatfoever 
belonging'to,  or  incumbent  on  this  church. 

The  patronage  of  the' church  ofSpeldhurft  remained, 
with  the  manor,  part  of  the  polfeifions  of  the  above- 
mentioned  college,  till  the  fuppreflion  of  it  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  YI.  when  it  was  granted,  among  other 

premifes. 
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premifes,  by  the  defcription  of  the  manor  of  Speldhurft, 
together  with  the  patronage  of  the  church  appendant 
to  it,  parcel  of  the  college,  to  Henry  Polfted/  In  the 
beginning  of  king  James  I’s  reign,  Mr.  Henry  Wefton, 
owned  the  patronage  of  it>  After  which  it  became  the 
property  of  a family  of  the  name  of  Kcarfley,  and  then 
of  that  of  Scawen,  of  Carlhalton,  in  which  name  it 
continued  till  the  year  1759,  when  Tryphena,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Scawen,  elq.  carried  it  in  marriage  to 
Henry,  earl  Bathurft,  whofe  fecond  wife  Ihe  was,  and 
they  in  1779  joined  in  the  fale  of  it  to  the  Rev.  Robert 
Gunfley  Ayerft,  who,  about  the  year  1792,  alienated 
it  to  Robert  Burges,  efq.  of  Lyghe,  who  died  poffelled 
of  it  in  1794,  leaving  his  wife,  Mrs.  Sarah  Burges,  fur- 
viving,  who  re-marying  with  James  Harbroc,  efq.  en- 
titled him  to  the  property  of  it,  and  he  ftill  continues 
the  patron  of  it. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  T.  the  church  of 
Speldhurft  was  valued  at  eleven  marcs. 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  15I.  5s.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  il.  os.  6d. 

It  is  now  of  the  value  of  about  300L  The  pa- 
rilhioners  claim  an  exemption  of  all  fmall  tithes  whatfo- 
ever,  which  are  eftimated  at  the  value  of  two  hundred 
pounds  per  annum. 
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’ THE  LATH  OF  AYLESFORD 


IS  SITUATED  THE 

NEXT  EASTWARD  FROM  THAT  OF  SUTTON, 

And  is  fo  called  in  the  Record  of  Domefdc^  : 


IT  CONTAINS  THE 

I,  TOLTINGTROVV. 

II.  SHAMEL. 
m.  HOO. 

j- CHATHAM  AND 
GILLINGHAM. 

V.  MAIDSTONE. 

VI.  LARKFIELD. 

VII.  WROTHAM. 


FOLLOWING  hundreds; 

VIII.  TWYFORD. 

IX.  LITTLEFIELD. 

X.  WASHLINGSTONE. 
jBRENCHLEY  and 
IHORSMONDEN. 

XII.  LITTLE  BARNFIELD, 

AND 

XIII.  EYHORNE. 


also  the 

LOWY  OF  TUNBRIDGE,  THE  CITY  OF  ROCHESTER,  AND  THE 
KING’S  TOWN  OF  MAIDSTONE  ; 


AND  THE  LIBERTIES  BELONGING  TO  THEM. 


THE  HUNDRED  OF  TOLTINGTROW. 

Th  IS  hundred  is  called,  in  fome  antient  writings, 
*Toltetern  and  follentry  and  in  Domefday,  ^ollentru. 
— In  the  return  made  of  the  feveral  knights  fees 

throughout 
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throughout  England,  by  inquifition  into  the  exche- 
quer, in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  1.  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  appears  to  have  been  then  lord 
of  this  hundred. 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  on  the  levying 
forty  Ihillings  on  every  knight’s  fee,  this  hundred  an- 
fwered  for  four  knights  fees  and  an  half. 


IT  HAS  THESE  PARISHES  WITHIN  ITS  BOUNDS: 


1.  Northfleet 

2.  Gravesend. 

3.  Milton. 

4.  Ifield. 


5.  Nutsted. 

6.  Meopham, 

AND 

7.  Luddeson. 


northfleet 

LIES  the  next  adjoining  parifh  eallward  from 
that  of  Swanfcombe,  in  the  lath  of  Sutton,  and  as 
fuch  the  firft  to  be  defcribed  in  this  of  Aylesford.  It 
is  called  in  Domefday,  Norjluet^  and  in  the  Textus 
Roffenfe,  Northjieota  ; the  latter  part  of  which  name 
it  acquired  from  its  fituation  clofe  to  the  fleet  or  arm 
of  the  Thames,  which  flows  from  hence  fouthward 
towards  Southfleet ; and  the  former  from  its  north- 
ernmoft  fituation  on  this  water,  in  refpe<51;  to  the 
above  mentioned  parifli  of  Southfleet. 

The  parish  of  Northfleet  contains  about  three 
thoufand  acres,  of  which  one  hundred  are  wood ; its 
fituation,  from  its  neighbourhood  to  the  marfhes,  is 
accounted  unhealtliy,  and  was  it  not  for  the  burning 
of  fuch  quantities  of  lime  fo  clofe  to  it,  it  would  be 
much  more  fo.  The  foil  is  in  general  good  tillage 
land ; the  northern  part,  which  is  bounded  by  the 
river  Thames,  is  chalk;  the  reft  of  it  a ftifT  loam, 
though  fome  of  it  has  a ftrong  mixture  of  gravel 
with  it.  The  north  weft  part  of  the  parifli  is  a 
low  marfli,  frequently  overflowed  at  high  tides, 
which  would 'Overflow . the  high ‘London  road  like- 
• ' wife, 
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wife,  which  croffes  it,  was  there  not  a high  caufcway 
railed  to  prevent  it ; at  the  end  of  w^hich  is  the  ftream 
or  fleet  arifing  at  Spring-head,  in  - Southfleet,  from 
which  both  thefe  pariflies  take  their  names;  there  is 
a bridge  over  it  here,  wnth  flood  gates,  to  prevent  the 
tides  flowing  beyond  it,  which  would  drown  the 
marlhes,  of  which  there  is  a large  traft  above  it,  and 
ar  the  fame  time  to  lift  up,  to  let  the  frelh  water  ' 
down  again.  This  bridge  was  rebuilt  at  the  charge 
of  the  county,  in  1634;  and  again,  much  more  com- 
modious for  travellers,  in  a ftrait  line  with  the  road, 
within  thefe  few  years;  hence  the  high  road  (w^hich 
crolTes  the  northern  part  of  this  parilh  the  whole 
length  of  it)  afeends  the  hill  eaftward  to  the  uplands; 
at  about  three  quarters  of  a mile  diftance  is  the  vil- 
lage of  Northfleet,  below  the  entrance  of  which  north- 
ward, on  the  bank  of  the  Thames,  is  a hamlet  called 
Northjleet  Hythe^  and  between  it  and  the  road  the 
feat  called  The  Hive,  now  Mr.  Wadman’s.  A little 
diftance  from  hence  the  high  road,  leaves  its  antient 
courfe  (which  continued  formerly  ftrait  on  nearer  the 
Thames,  through  the  town  of  Gravefend  to  Rochefter, 
till  by  the  incroachment  of  the  chalk  pits  it  became 
dangerous,  and  was  afterwards  entirely  dug  away) 

. and  now  turning  more  to  the  right,  pafles' through 
the  village  of  Northfleet,  built  round  a green,  having 
the  church  and  vicarage  on  the  fouth  fide  oftit ; hence 
towards  the  fouth  eaft,  the  lands  extend ' over  gentle 
hill  and  dale,  where,  near  the  boundary  of  the  parilh, 
is  the  hamlet  of  Perry-ftreet,  Wdmbwell-hall,  and  the 
eftate  called  Windfield-bank,  next  to  the  Roman 
road  and  parilh  of  Southfleet,  beyond  which  this  pa- 
rilh extends  fouth -eaftward  a long  way  over  the  hills, 
between  the  parilhes  of  Ifield  and  Nutfted,  taking 
•within  its  bounds  the  fmall  hamlet  of  Northfleet- 
- green  andNa(hrftreet,.and  beyond  them  IfielcJ-court 
on  one  fide,  and  two  houfes  in-the  hamlet- of  Shi  ngle- 
yvell  on  the  other,  where  the  foil'  is  but  poor,  being 

moftly 
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moftly  chalk  and  much  covered  with  flints,  and  the? 
roads  narrow  and  bad,  beyond  which  it  bounds  eafl- 
ward  to  the  parifli  of  Shorne. 

The  chalk  pits  above  mentioned,  which  have  al- 
ready been  flightly  noticed  in  the  deferiptionofSwanf— - 
combe,  extend  here  clofe  to  the  northern  fide  of  the^ 
village,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  in  width,  to  the* 
Ihore  of  the  Thames  j the  digging,  making,  and  ex- 
porting the  chalk  and  lime  from  them  is  of  the  great- 
eft  advantage  to  this  county,  and  employs  a great, 
number  of  labouring  people,  for  from  hence  and  this' 
neighbourhood  not  only  London  and  the  adjacent 
country,  but  even  Holland  and  Flanders,  are  flip- 
plied  either  with  lime,  or  with  chalk  to  make  it ; be- 
fides  which,  the  rubbilh  of  the  chalk  is  bought,  and 
fetched  away  by  lighters  and  hoys,  and  carried  to  all 
the  ports  and  creeks  in  the  oppofite  county  of  Elfex, 
and  even  to  Sufiblk  and  Norfolk,  and  fold  there  for 
the  manure  of  the  lands ; thus  this  barren  chalky 
foil  contributes  to  make  the  ftrong  clay  lands  of  thofe 
counties  rich  and  fertile,  and  this  mixture  of  earth 
forms  a compofition,  which  out  of  two,  otherwife 
barren  extremes,  make  one  prolific  medium. 

There  was  antiently  a market  kept  here  upon  every 
Tuefday  after  Eafter  Tuefday  till  Whit-Tuefday, 
and  three  fairs  yearly — one  upon  St.  Botolph’s  day, 
being  the  24th  of  March;  another  upon  Eafter  Tuef- 
day; and  a third  upon  Whit-Tuefday.  This  pa- 
rifh,  together  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 
antiently  contributory  to  the  repair  of  the  ninth  arch 
or  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

Philipott  fays,  it  was  the  report  of  the  country 
in  his  time,  that  the  valley,  through  which  the  ft  ream 
or  fleet  above  mentioned  flows,  which  he  calls  Ebbs- 
fleet,  was  once  covered  with  water,  and  being  locked 
•^.pn  each  fide  with  hills,  made  a fecure  road  for 
fhipping,  which  induced  the  Danes  to  make  it  a win- 
ter ftation  for  their  nav)\ 
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Orchis  magna  latis  foliis  galea  fufca  vel  nlgricante. 
Orchis  autropophora  oread es,  the  man  orchis , with 
a ferruginous  and  fmetimes  a green  Jlozver. 

Orchis  myodes  galea  et  alis  herbidis,  the  common  fly 
orchisy  found  on  the  chalk  cliffs^  but  rarely. 

Orchis  five  tefticulus  vulpinus  major  fpegodes,  the 
humble  bee  fatyrion^  with  green  wings. ^ 

The  MANOR  of  Northfleet  was  part  of  the  antient 
pofleflions  of  the  archbiihopric  of  Canterbury  ; ac- 
cordingly it  is  thus  defcribed  in  the  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands : 

^he  archbifhop  himfelf  holds  Norfuet  in  demefne  for 
fix  fillings.  It  was  taxed  in  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Confejfor,  and  nozv  for  five.  he  arable  land  is  14 
carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  twOy  and  36  villeins 
having  ten  carucates.  Inhere  is  a church  and  feven  fer- 
vantSy  and  one^mill  of  ten  JhillingSy  with  one  fifhery  and 
20  acres  of  meadozv  ; wood  for  the  pannage  of  10  hogs, 
hi  its  whole  valucy  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  it  zvas 
worth  10  pounds,  when  he  received  it  12  pounds,  and 
now  27  pounds,  and  yet  he  pays  37  pounds  and  10  f hil- 
lings. What  Richard  de  Honebridge  holds  in  his  lowy 
of  this  manor  is  worth  30  fhillings. 

In  the  2d  year  of  king  John  the  archbilhop  had 
the  grant  of  a fair  at  Northfleet. 

In  an  antient  taxation  of  the  archbifliopric,  in  the 
■ Black  Book  of  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  this 
manor  was  valued  at  107I.  iis.  5d.‘*  It  continued 
part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury  till 
archbifhop  Cranmer,  in  the  29th  year  of  Henry  VIII. 
conveyed  it,  with  the'  rectory,  parfonage  and  glebe, 
and  the  advowfbn  of  the  vicarage,  to  that  king,  in  ex- 
change for  other  premires.P  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her 

" Merrett’s  Pinax,  p.  87.  Raii  Synop.  p.  378,  379,  380;  and 
Johofon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  212. 

• Somner’s  Canterbury,  by  Battely,  part  ii.  Append,  p.  30. 

' I Augmentation  Office,'  Box  A.  E.  7. 

9th 
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9th  year,. granted  this  manor  and  the  fclte  of  it  to 
James  Guildford  for  thirty  years,  after  which  it  was 
granted  to  the  lord  Wotton  ; but  it  was  again  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown  at  the  death  of  king  Charles  I. 
in  1648.  After  which,  the  powers  then  in  being 
foon  afterwards  pafled  an  ordinance  to  veil  them  in 
truftees,  that  they  might  be  furveyed  and  fold  to 
fupply  the  neceflities  of  the  hate.  And  this  manor, 
with  its  appurtenances,  was  accordingly  fold  to  John 
Bro\yn,5  with  whom  it  remained  till  the  reftoration 
of  king  Charles  II.  in  1660,  when  it  again  returned 
to  the  crown,  where  it  remained  till  the  22d  year  of 
that  reign,  when  an  ad  patTed  to  enable  the  king  to 
convey  certain  quit  rents  and  fee  farm  rents,  parcel  of 
the  revenues  of  the  crown,  to  truftees,  that  they 
might  be  fold,  and  to  enable  bodies  corporate  to 
purchafe  them,  notwithftanding  the  ftatute  of  Mort- 
main. In  confequence  of  which  the  quit  rents  of  this 
manor,  amounting  to  upwards  of  fifty  pounds  per 
annum,  were  foon  after  purchafed  by  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of  whofe  revenues  they 
continue  at  this  time ; but  the  manor  with  the 
royalties  appertaining  to  it,  ftill  remained  in  the 
crown,  where  it  continued  till  about  the  year  1758, 
when  it  was  granted  to  William  earl  of  Befborough, , 
at  the  yearly  fee  farm  rent  of  6s.  8d.  He,  in  1760, 
conveyed  it,  together  with  Ingrefs,  in  the  adjoining 
parifh  of  Swanfcombe,  to  John  Calcraft,  efq.  who 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  1772,  and  devifed  it,  among 
the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  to  his  fon,  John 
Calcraft,  efq.  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it. 

The  principal  part  of  the  tenants  of  this  manor 
hold  in  free  focage,  but  there  are  a few  copyholds. 

Womb  WELL-HALL,  commonly  called  Wimble- 
b>all,  is  a feat  in  this  parilh,  fituated  about  a mile 
and  a quarter  fouth-eaftward  from  the  church.  It 

Roll,  of  Particulars,  H.  a i Augmentation  Office. 
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was  built  on  part  of  the  deniefnes  of  an  eftate  here» 
called  Dundall’s,  and  in  old  deeds  and  evidences, 
both  Derndale  and  Derendale,  the  name  of  a family 
who  antiently  poflefled  it ; but  before  the  latter  end 
of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  it  was  come  into 
the  pofleffion  of  William  Wangdeford,  commonly 
called  Wainford,  whofe  fon,  William  Wangdeford, 
was  fergeant  at  law,  and  a good  benefactor  to  Ro- 
chefler  bridge ; for  it  is  noted,  in  the  muniments  of 
Rochefter  bridge,  that  Wm.  Wainford  gave  and  mor- 
tized to  the  ftone  bridge  of  Rochefter  his  place  at  Lon- 
don, in  Cornhill,  at  the  Shafte,  to  the  value  of  twelve 
marcs,  above  all  the  reprifes ; whofe  wife  lies  buried 
in  this  church,  dying  in  1421.  He  fucceeded  his  fa- 
ther hi  the  inheritance  of  this  eftate,  and  in  the  15th 
year  of  king  Henry  VI.  pafled  it  away  by  fale  to  John 
and  William  Flucke,  from  whom  it  was  quickly  after 
purchafed  by  John  Roufe,  defcended  from  William 
Roufe  of  Birling,  in  this  county.'  He  alienated  his 
intereft  in  it  to  Thomas  Wombwell  and  John  Clif- 
ton, efqrs.  which  latter  dying  without  iflue,  in  1471, 
by  his  will  gave  his  fhare  in  it  to  the  former,  who  by 
that  means  became  poflefled  of  the  entire  fee  of 
Derndale. 

This  family  was  originally  of  Wombwell  in  York- 
Ihire,  when  Thomas  Wombwell  above  mentioned  re- 
moved into  Kent,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 
and  having  obtained  the  whole  of  this  eftate  of  Dern- 
dale, ereCled  a feat  on  it  for  his  refidence,  which  he 
called  Wombwell-hall.  This  family  bore  for  their 
arms.  Gules,  a bend  ermine,  between  fix  unicorns  heads 
erajed  argent ; which  coat  was  confirmed  to  his  de- 
fcendant,  William  Wombwell  of  Wombwell-hall,  in 
Northfleet,  gent,  by  Robert  Cooke,  clarencieux,  in 
1574.*,  In  his  defcendants  this  feat  and  eftate  conti- 
nued down  to  Thomas  Wombwell,  who  in  the  reign 

*■  Philipot,  p,  ‘ Harleian  MSS.  No.  1507-15. 
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of  king  Charles  I.  alienated  one  moiety  of  Womb- 
vvell-hall  and  Derndale  to  Edward  Adye,  ofq.  of  Bar- 
ham, counfellor  at  law,  and  the  other  moiety  to  Mrs. 
Leah  de  la  Fortrye,  daughter  of  Laurence  des  Bou- 
veries  of  Canterbury,  widow  of  Peter  de  la  Fortrye, 
merchant  of  London,  and  of  Eaft  Combe  in  this 
county,  the  youngeft  of  the  three  fons  of  Nicholas  de 
la  Forterie,  of  the  city  of  Canterbury,  fon  of  John  de 
la  Forterie,  of  Lille  in  Flanders,  who  fled  on  account 
of  his  religion  into  England,  in  1567.*  The  other 
two  fons  were  John  and  Samuel,  both  eminent  mer- 
chants in  London ; from  the  former  of  them,  by  a 
female  coheir,  the  earl  of  Radnor  is  defcended;  and 
from  the  latter,  the  Fortryes  of  Leicefter  ; and  by  fe- 
males the  earl  of  Aylesford  and  earl  Bathurft.  The 
family  of  Fortrye  bore  for  their  arms.  Argent ^ three 
boars  heads  erafed  fable,  armed  of  the  firfi,  langued  gules. 
She  left  by  her  hufband,  Peter  de  la  Fortrye,  one  fon, 
James;  and  two  daughters,  Leah,  wife  of  Edward 
Adye,  efq.  above  mentioned;  and  Sufan,  of  Peter 
Bulteel,  efq.  At  her  death,  in  1659,  fheby  her  will 
gave  her  moiety  of  WombwelFhall  and  Derndale, 
among  other  eflates,  to  her  fon  James  Fortrye,  efq. 
who  removed  from  Combe,  in  Greenwich,  where  he 
then  refided,  to  this  feat,  and  having  purchafed  the 
other  moiety  of  it,  as  well  as  of  Derndale,  he  new 
built  the  houfe,  in  1663,  as  it  now  remains.  He 
died  poflefTed  of  them  both  in  1 674,  and  left  furvi- 
ving  Mary  his  wife  (afterwards  fliled  in  the  court  rolls 
of  Northfleet  manor,  lady  Pitfield,  alias  Mary  For- 
tree,  widow)  and  three  daughters ; of  whom,  Mary 
married  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  of  this  parifh ; Hefter 
married  Matthew  Lancafter,  efq.  of  Norfolk;  and 
Leah  died  unmarried;  and  one  fon,  James  Fortrye, 
efq.  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  eftate  here,  and  refided 
at  Wombwell-hall,  and  became  a bencher  of  the 

' Vifitation  of  the  county  of  Kent,  in  1619. 
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Inner  Temple.  He  died  in  1727,  leaving  by  his  fc’ 
cond  wife,  Rofamond,  daughter  and  heir  of  George 
Elcock,  efq.  of  Barham,  one  fon  and  heir,  James;  and 
a daughter,  Mary,  married  to  George  Eliot,  efq. 
whofe  father  was  a younger  fon  of  Sir  Gilbert  Eliot, 
bart.  of  Minto,  in  Scotland,  and  by  her  had  an  only 
daughter,  married  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Currey,  of  Dart- 
ford.  James  Fortrye,  efq.  the  fon,  was  of  Wombwelh 
hall,  and  having  married  Urlula,  daughter  of  Robert 
Chadwick,  efq.  of  North  fleet,  a captain  in  the  royal 
navy,  died  in  1744,  without  iflue,  and  by  his  will  de- 
vifed  this  feat,  with  Derndale,  to  his  fifler  Mary  above 
mentioned,  in  tail  male,  remainder  to  Thomas  Chif- 
finch,  efq.  of  this  parifli.  Mrs.  Fortrye  furvived  her 
hulband,  and  afterwards  polTefTed  this  eftate  till  her 
death  ; after  which,  by  her  hufband’s  wilh  it  became 
the  property  of  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  of  thisparifh, 
whofe  niece  and  heir  at  law,  Mary  Comyns,  on  his 
death,  intitled  her  hufband,  Francis  Wadman,  efq. 
to  the  pofleflion  of  it. 

Ifield  COURT  isa  manor,fituated  at  the  fouthwefl: 
boundary  of  this  parilh,  within  the  hamlets  of  Ifield, 
Wells,  and  Cofington,  which  was  antiently  part  of  the 
eftate  of  a family  of  the  name  of  Ifield;  one  of  whom, 
Thomas  de  Ifield,  died  polTefled  of  it  in  the  34th 
year  of  king  Edward  I.  about  which  time  William, 
fon  of  Thomas  de  Yfeld,  and  all  his  brothers  and  co- 
heirs, granted  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew,  Rochefter, 
all  his  tithe  of  Yfeld,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  which 
was  given  to  them  by  his  anceftors,  of  all  the  land 
which  his  fatherThomas,  fon  of  Turgerde  Yfeld,  held; 
and  they  granted  to  them  all  the  fmall  tithes  of  the 
land,  viz.  in  lambs,  calves,  pigs,  fleeces,  cheefes,  and 
in  all  things  in  which  tithes  were  ufcd  to  be  given  ; 
and  the  acre  of  land  on  which  their  Grange  was  built. 
Soon  after  which  this  eftate  became  the  property  of 
the  family  of  Hever,  in  which  it  continued  in  the  20th 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  when  the  heirs  of  Thomas 

de 
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de  Hever  paid  aid  for  it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which 
Robert  de  Hever  formerly  held  in  Ifelde  of  the  arch- 
biibop  of  Canterbury.  After  this  it  came  into  the 
pollefiion  of  the  Sympfons  of  Sympfon’s-place,  in 
Bromley,  one  of  whom,  Robert  Sympfon  of  Symp- 
fon’s,  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  the  nth  year  of  king 
Edward  IV.  His  heir  alienated  it  to  Rikhill,  from 
which  name  it  pafled  in  marriage  with  Rofe,  foie  heir 
of  John  Rikhill,  to  John  Lymfey,  who,  in  the  ift 
year  of  king  Richard  III.  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  John 
Young,  from  whom  it  pafled  again  to  another  John 
Lymfey,  who  held  it  of  the  king  by  knight’s  fervice, 
as  of  his  manor  ofNorthfleet,  and  died  polTelTed  of 
this  manor  of  Ifield,  in  the  38th  year  of  Henry  VIIL 
and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  Edmund  Lymfey,  his  fon 
and  heir,"  who  had  poflfeflion  granted  of  it  in  the  2d 
year  of  king  Edward  VI.  He  alienated  it  to  Sir  John 
Rainsford,  from  whom  it  paflTed  by  fale  to  Garth’,'^ 
W'ho  conveyed  it  about  the  latter  end  of  queen  Eliza* 

. beth  s reign  to  Child,  leveral  of  whom  lie  buried  in 
this  church;  whofe.  defcendant,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.-  fold  it  to  Benedi(5t  Garret,  alias  Garrard; 
efq.  and  his  defcendant,  Edward  Garrard,  efq.  poflTef- 
led  it  in  1704,  whofe  fon  dying  a minor,  his  four 
daughters  became  entitled  to  it  j the  eldeft  of  whom 
was  married  to  Henr)*^  Browne,  M.  D.  of  Salifbury ; 
the  fecond  to  Dorington  Egerton,  efq.  the  third  to 
Thomas  Light,  merchant,  of  London ; and  the  fourth 
to  George  Hayter ; and  they,  in  1766,  joined  in  the 
fale  of  this  manor  and  eftate  to  Mr.  John  Tilden,  of 
this  place,  whofe  fon  of  the  fame  name  now  polTefles 
and  relides  in  it.  j - 

Near  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  at  a fmall  diftance 
northward  from  the  high  London  road,  is  a feat  cal- 
led The  Hive,  but  corruptly  ioi  The  Hythe^  which 
has  been  many  years  in  the  polTefTion  of  the  family 
of  Chiffinch. 

“ Rot.  Efch.  ejusan.  Harris’s  Hift.  of  Kent.  p.  223. 
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Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  was  poflelTed  of  this  feat 
in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century.  He  was 
grandfon  of  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  keeper  of  the 
jewels  to  king  Charles  II.  keeper  of  the  king’s  clofet, 
and  comptroller  of  the  excife,  who  died  in  1666,  and 
was  buried  in  Wcftminfter  abbey,  where  there  is  a 
monument  erected  to  his  memory.  He  was  born  at 
Salifbury,  in  1600,  and  was  brought  to  the  court 
of  king  Charles  I.  by  Duppa,  biffiop  of  Salifbury, 
and  afterwards  of  Winchefler.  After  the  king’s  death, 
he,  with  his  wife,  went  abroad  to  king  Charles  II.  and 
continued  with  him  till  the  Reftoration.  He  had  a 
younger  brother,  William,  who  was  keeper  of  the 
clofet  to  king  Charles  II.  and  left  by  Barbara  Nunn, 
his  wife,  an  only  daughter,  Barbara,  married  to  Ed- 
ward, firft  earl  of  Jerfey.  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq. 
the  elder  brother,  married  Dorothy,  daughter  of 
Mr.  Thanet,  of  Merionethlhire,  by  whom  he  had  an 
only  fon,  Thomas,  who  was,  by  king  Charles  II.  ap- 
pointed a principal  fearcher  at  the  port  of  Gravefend, 
and  dying  in  1681,  was  buried  at  Milton  near  Gravef- 
end. Tho.  Chiffinch,  efq.  the  fon,  w^as  twice  married ; 
firft,  to  Rachel,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Richard 
Chafin,  efq.  of  Wiltfhire  ; by  whom  he  had  an  only 
daughter,  Rachel ; and  fecondly  to  Amphillis,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Chaffin,  efq.  of  Chettel,  in  Dorfetfhire; 
by  whom  he  had  a fon  and  heir,  Thomas,  and  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  George  St.  Loe, 
efq.  a commiffioner  of  the  navy.  The  Chiffinch’s 
bore  for  their  arms,  Or,<?«  a chief  embattled gules^  three 
leopards  heads  of  the  fields  langued  azure  ; which  coat 
was  granted  in  1664,  by  Sir  Edward  Walker,  to 
Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.* 

Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  the  fon,  fucceeded  his  fa- 
ther in  his  office  of  one  of  the  principal  fearchers  in 
the  port  of  Gravefend,  in  king  Charles  II. ’s  reign,  and 
poflefled  this  feat,  as  above  mentioned.  He  died  in 


* Guillim,  p.  258, 
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172.7,  and  lies  buried  in  this  church,  with  M^ry,  his 
wife,  eldeft  daughter  of  James  Fortr5^e,erq.  of  Womb- 
well-hall,  who  died  in  1747.  By  her  he  left  one  fon 
and  heir,  Thomas,  and  three  daughters;  Mary,  who 
mairied  John  Taylor,  A.M.  vicar  of  Darent,  and  died 
without  iffue ; Leah,  who  died  unmarried ; and  Eli- 
zabeth, to  Rich.  Corny  ns,  of  Writtle,  in  Efl'ex,  fer- 
geant-at-law(  brother  to  chief  baron  Corny  ns)  and  died 
at  Canterbury  in  1764,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mary, 
Tho.  Chiffinch,  efq.  on  his  father’s  death,  fucceeded 
him  in  this  feat  and  eftate,  and  was  a barrifter  at  law. 
He  married  Dorothy,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Regi- 
nald Peckham,  efq.  of  Yaldham  in  Wrotham,  and 
reli<^  of  John  Williams,  gent,  by  whom  he  had  no 
iflue.  He  refided  here  near  fifty  years,  till  his  death, 
in  1775,  when  by  his  will,  he  gave  this,  among  his 
other  cftates,  to  his  niece  and  heir  at  law  above  men- 
tioned, Mary,  the  daughter  of  his  fifter,  Elizabeth 
Comyns,  who  married  in  1775,  Francis  Wadman, 
efq.  gentleman  uflier  to  the  late  princefs  Amelia,  and 
he  in  her  right  now  poffefles  it,  and  refides  here. 

The  CisTERTiAN  ABBEY  of  St.  Mary  Graces,  near 
the  Tower,  was  in  Richard  II. ’s  reign,  poflefled  of 
a manor  here  then  called  Leuches  alias  Muiches, 
which  at  the  time  of  its  diflblution  in  Henry  VIII. ’s 
reign,  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  being 
then  called  Lynches,  alias  Mynches,  alias  Abbot’s 
lands,  and  was  afterwards  granted  fucceffively  for  a 
term  of  years  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Morris,  Thomas  Af- 
teley,  efq.  and  John  Fowler,^  but  where  it  is  fituated, 

■ and  who  has  owned  it  fince,  is  now  unknown. 

The  PRIORY  of  St.  Gregory,  near  Canterbury,  pof- 
feflTed,  perhaps,  as  early  as  its  foundation,  which  was 
in  1084,  eight  acres  of  corn,  cut  down  at  the  time, 
of  harveft,  (fuccica  mejfis)  yearly,  at  Northfieet,  that 

y See  Dugd.  Mon«  vol.  i.  p.  044.  Tan.  Mon.  u.  320.  Inrol. 
Aug.  Off. 
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is,  four  of  wheat  and  four  of  barley,  frorti  the  de- 
mefnes  of  the  archbilhop,  which  were  confirmed  to 
that  priory  by  archbifliop  Hubert,  and  in  1384,  their 
portion  of  this  parilh  was  valued  at  40s.  yearly. 

This  portion  remained  part  of  the  poflellions  of  the 
priory  till  the  diffolution  of  it,  about  the  28th  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  the  year  after  which  the  arch- 
bifhop,  conveying  the  manor  of  Northfleet  to  the 
king,  this  portion,  by  unity  of  pofleflion,  became 
part  of  the  yearly  profits  of  that  manor,  and  as  fuch 
it  continues  at  this  time. 

The  water  mill,  fituated  near  the  mouth  of  the 
fleet,  clofe  to  the  river  Thames,  was  part  of  the  an- 
tient  poirefiions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  as  part 
of  them  in  Northfleet,  w'ere  included  in  that  great 
deed  of  exchange,  made  between  archbifhop  Cran- 
mer  and  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  29th  of  that  prince’s 
reign,  by  which  they  were  granted  to  the  king,  his 
heirs,  and  fucceflbrs  for  ever.  It  is  now  ufed  for  the 
making  of  a compofition  of  flucco  for  buildings. 

CHARITIES. 

There  are  no  charitable  donations  to  this  parifli,  but  adjoining 
to  the  church  yard  is  a fmall  tenement,  worth  about  25s.  per  an- 
num, fuppofed  to  have  been  built  at  the  expence  of  the  parifti,  to 
put  the  iexton’s  tools  in,  &c.  but  lince  converted  into  a dwelling 
houfe,  and  now  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  a poor  woman,  be- 
longing to  the  parifh. 

Northfleet  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefe  oi  Rochefter,  and  being 
a peculiar  of  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  as  fuch  is 
in  the  deanry  of  Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Botolph, 
Hands  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  village,  and  is  a hand- 
fome  fpacious  building,  having  three  large  ifies  and  a 
large  chancel;  it  has  a tower  at  the  weft  end,  which 
was  built  in  1717. 

Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following : In  the  chancel.,  a brafs  plate  for  ATargaret  Baron, 
and  Nicholas  her  fon  ; flie  died  1429  ; another  with  the  figure  of 
a prieft  for  Peter  de  Lacy,  reftor  of  this  chtirch  and  prebendary 

of 
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of  Swerdes,  in  Dublin,  obt.  Oa.  1 8,  1375;  a Aone  with  three 

r *•!  thefe  arms,  A chevron  between  three  tre- 

foils flipt,  for  William  Hefilt,  baron  of  the  exchequer,  obt.  1421:  • 
a brals  plate  and  figure  for  William  Lye,  redor  of  Northfleet! 
obt.  Jan.  9,  1391.  A ftone  with  two  bars,  in  chief  three  fleurs 
de  hs,  for  Sam.  Golty,  clerk,  eldeft  fon  of  Rich.  Golty,  redor  of 
Deningtor^  in  Suffolk,  obt.  1718.  In  the  north  ijle,  a monument 
for  James  Fortrye,  efq.  ob.  1674;  a memorial  for  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  James  Fortrye,  ob.  1715,  f.  p.  A monument  for  Sufan  Bul- 
teel,  ob,  1692  ; a brafs  plate  for  Richard  Davy,  efq.  and  amonu- 
n^nt  for  his  wife.  He  was  keeper  of  the  jewels  to  Henry  VL 
obt.  On  the  north  wall  a monument  for  three  of  the  daugh- 
ters  of  Dr.  Edward  Browne,  one  of  whom  married  Arthur  Moore, 
elq.  who  lies  buried  near  it.  A monument,  with  aroent,  two 
bendlets  fable,  between  as  many  pellets,  for  Edw.  Browne,  M.D. 
ion  of  Sir  Edward  Browne,  M.D.  and  prefident  of  the  college  of 
phyficians,  ob.  1708  ; and  for  Thomas  Browne,  M.  D.  his  only 
fon,  ob.  1710,  Several  memorials  for  the  Crich’s  of  Green- 
Much,  of  the  Cripp’s  of  this  parifli,  and  of  the  Child’s.  In  the 
mrtn  i/le,  A memorial  for  Thomas  Chiffinch  and  Mary  his  wife; 
he  died  1727,  fliedied  1747;  another  for  Alice,  wife  of  William 
\\angdeford,  ob.  1421  ; one  for  William  Rikhill,  efq.  eldeft  fon 
of  Sir  William  Rikhill,  and  Catherine  his  wife  ; flie  died  1433, 
and  he  died  1400;  another  for  Tho.  Bredon  and  Joan  his  wife, 
l ^11  , over  the  door,  at  the  entrance  into  the  belfry,  an  infcripti- 
on,  that  this  fteeple  was  rebuilt  in  1 71 7,  a new  frame  made  for  the 
bells,  which  were  new  hung,  and  the  church  beautified,  in  1718.* 

The  vicarage  houfe  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  London  road,  adjoining  the  north- 
weft  fide  of  the  church  yard. 

The  church  of  Northfleet  was  part  of  the  antient 
poflTeffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  was  given, 
with  its  appurtenances,  in  lands,,  tenths,  oblations* 
and  all  other  things,  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew’s, 
Rochefter,  by  archbifhop  Anfelme,  who  came  to  the 
fee  in  1093.  His  fucceffor,  archbilhop  Ralph,  con- 
firmed this  gift  to  them,  and  befides  gave  them  an 
acre  of  his  demefne  land  here,  in  his  own  occupation, 
in  a field  called  Gudlesfeld,  for  the  building  of 
houfes  for  themfelves  and  their  chaplain,  and  the  tithes 
of  all  the  villeins  that  held  land  in  Dune,  and  alfo 
all  others,  the  tithes  of  w'hom  had  been  accjuired  in 
his  or  at  any  other  time  ; all  which  were  confirmed 

* Seethe  mon.  andinferip.  at  large,  in  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  751. 
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to  the  church  of  Rochefter  by  feveral  fucceeding 

archbifhops,  and  by  king  Henry  II.* 

In  the  ift  year  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  Ralph, 
prior  of  Rochefter,  and  the  convent  there,  after  the 
death  of  Letard,  the  incumbent  of  Northfleet,  ( cle- 
rici  de  Northfieet)  had  prefented  Adam,  reAor  of  the 
church  of  Hartford,  to  archbiftiop  Hubert,  for  infti- 
tution  to  it,  but  the  archbifhop  having  heard  of  Re- 
tard’s death,  had  conferred  it  as  of  his  own  patron- 
age, on  Sir  S.  Ridel.  However  they  at  laft,  at  the 
requeft  of  the  archbilhop,  confented  to  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  his  clerk  above  mentioned,  faving  to  the  monks 
fixty  fliillings  yearly,  as  an  annual  penfion  from  him, 
and  alfo  all  kind  of  tithes  which  they  had  been  ufed  to 
receive  in  this  parilh,  as  the  fame  were  defcribed  in  an 
inftrument  of  archbifhop  Ralph,  which  he,  the  arch- 
bifhop, had  infpectedj  that  is,  the  third  Iheaf  of  all 
tithes  arifing  from  his  whole  demefne  in  Northfleet, 
and  all  tithes,  as  well  fmall  as  great,  arifing  from  the 
houfe,  and  the  whole  demefnes  of  Thomas  de  Yfelde, 
excepting  two  loads  of  corn,  that  is,  one  of  wheat, 
and  one  of  barley  and  oats,  which  loads  the  faid  S. 
Ridel  ftiould  take  each  year  in  autumn,  in  the  tene^ 
ment  of  the  faid  Thomas;  and  the  archbifhop  and 
his  clerk  aforefaid,  freely,  and  without  any  difpute, 
gave  up  to  the  ufe  of  the  monks  the  tithes  de  la  Dune, 
and  the  tithes  of  Wenifalle  (now  called  Windfield-i 
bank)  and  thofe  from  the  tenements  of  Nigel,  an(^ 
all  other  tithes,  which  from  the  benevolence  of  faith-  • 
ful  people  they  had  of  old  been  accumftomed  to  take  • 
in  different  places  in  the  parifh  of  Northfleet,  and 
that  what  the  prior  and  monks  had  acquiefeed  ip  and 
confented  to,  might  not  prejudice  them  in  future,  the 
archbifhop  confirmed  to  them  this  church,  as  well  as 
the  feveral  charters  of  his  predcceflbrs  relating  to  it. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  feveral  confirmations  of  the  ■ 
gift  of  the  church  of  Northfleet  to  the  priory  of  Ro- 

* Text.  RofF.  p.  155,  156.  Reg.  R off.  p.  44, 46,  48,  410,  443. 

chefter. 
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diefter,lt  does  not  feem  that  they  ever  enjoyed  it  after- 
wards, though  they  ftruggled  hard  to  maintain  their 
right  to  it,  and  for  that  purpofe  appealed  to  the  court 
of  Rome,  whither,  in  the  year  1240,  the  prior  and 
convent  fent.  one  of  their  brethren,  as  their  prodtor, 
to  manage  this  bufinefs  there  among  other  matters, 
againft  Edmund,  then  archbilhop  of  Canterbury. 
This  church  afterwards  continued  part  of  the  pofi'ef- 
fions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury  till  the  29th  year  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  when  archbifliop  Cranmer,  by  his 
indenture,  that  year,  conveyed  to  the  king,  in  ex- 
change, the  manor  and  the  redlory,  parfonage  and 
glebe  of  Northfleet,  with  the  advowfon  of  the  vicar- 
age of  it;  before  which  archbifhop  Warham,  in  the 
23d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  had  demifed  it  for  a 
term  to  John  Thornton  of  Northfleet,  with  all  the 
houfes,  lands,  fruits,  tithes,  &c.  belonging  to  it,  at 
the  rent  of  twenty-eight  pounds,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  v/hich  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  7th  year,  gran- 
ted to  George  Broke,  efq.  a fubfequent  term  in  it." 
King  James  I.  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  4th  year, 
granted  this  redtory  to  Richard  Roberts  and  George 
Tyle,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  pounds,  but  in  the 
year  1650  it  belonged  to  Sir  John  Sedley.' 

In  antient  valuation  of  the  churches  in  this  dio- 
cefe,  taken  anno  15  king  Edward  I.**  the  church  of 
Northfleet  is  valued  at  one  hundred  marcs.' 

In  the  furvey  of  ecclefiaftical  livings  within  this 
diocefe,  taken  in  1650,  it  was  returned  that  North- 
fleet  was  a vicarage  prefentative,  worth,  one  hundred 
pounds  per  annum,  Mr.  H.  Cunningham  being  then 
incumbent,  that  the  parfonage  was  an  impropriation, 
worth  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per  annum.  Sir 
John  Sidley  being  owmer  thereof. 

■ J 

Inrolments,  Augmentation  office. 

* Rolls  of  fee  farm  rents,  temp,  interregni. 

^ Rymer’s  Feed,  vol,  xviii.  p.  686,  • Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
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The  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  this  church  re- 
mains in  the  poffeflion  of  the  crown.  It  is  valued  in 
the  king’s  books  at  2 il.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  21. 2s. 

CHURCH  OF  NORTHFLEET. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  •whom  prefented. 

Arclibljlioji  of  Canterbury. ... 


The  Cro'wn 


f Reg.  RofF.  p.  506.  e Ibid. 

b He  had  the  king’s  letters  of  pro* 
teftion  that  year.  Prynne’s  Records, 
P-477- 

^ Reg.  Ec.  Chrifti,  Cant.  Cart.  332- 
He  was  a -cardinal  Prefbyter  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  a great  plu- 
ralift.  See  Newc.  Reps  vol.  i.  p.  618. 

1‘Hehadthe  prebend  of  Swordes, 
in  the  church  of  Dublin.  He  Ifes  bu- 
ried in  the  chancel  of  this  church. 

He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

n He  was  alfo  prebendary  of  York 


RECTORS. 

Letard,  ob.  1199.^ 

Sir  S.  Ridel,  anno  1199.* 
Richard  de  Hechem,  anno  1292.'' 
Richard  de  Clyve,  in  1313.* 
Gaufelinus,  1 320,  refig.  1 324.'' 
Peter  Lacy,  ob.  Ocl.  18,  1375.' 
H^illiam  Lye,  ob.  Jan.  9,  1391.™ 
Robert  de  Hallum,  in  1401.“ 

VICARS. 

Henry  Cunningham,  A.  M.  Jan. 
20,  1631." 

William  Scott,  in  1667. 

Robert  Hayms,  about  1 700. 
Robert  Barry,  12, 

1708.P 

John  Price,  1720.** 

Marcus  Gibbon,  refig.  1721/ 
William  Ayerjl,  prefented  Jan. 

1723,  refig.  1726.’ 

Thomas  Harris,  Ocl.  1726,  ob. 
Dec.  27,  1 762.* 

H.  St.  George  Molefworth,  pref. 

in  1 762,  ob.  Ap.  1 5,  1 796. 
Gilbert  Buchanan,  LL.B.  prefen- 
ted 1796.  Prefent  vicar. 

and  archdeacon  of  Canterbury.  He 
was  afterwards  made  bilhop  of  Salif- 
bury  and  a cardinal  prefbyter  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  Battely’s  Somncr, 
part  ii.  p.  156. 

o Ryni.  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  350. 

P Harl.  MSS.  No.  2263-147. 
q Son  of  Thomas  Price,  vicar  of 
Dartford. 

r He  exchanged  this  for  Birch,  io 
Ellex. 

» And  prebendary  of  Canterbury. 

* Alfo  rcdlor  of  Gravefend. 


GRAVESEND. 
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GRAVESEND. 

ADJOINING  to  Northfleet,  north-eaftward, 
lies  the  town  and  parifh  of  Gravesend,  having  the 
river  Thames  for  its  northern  boundary. 

It  is  called  in  Domefday,  Gravesham,  and  in  the 
‘Textus  Roffenfis^  Lambarde,  as  well 

as  Leland,  derive  the  name  of  this  place  from  the 
Saxon  word  Gerefa,  a ruler,  or  portreve.  In  German, 
Greve ; hence  Gravefend  fignifies  the  limit  or  bound 
of  fuch  a rule  or  office,  in  Latin,  Limes  Pratorius. 
Leland,  in  his  Itinerary,  calls  itGREVA. 

The  parish  of  Gravesend  lies  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  London  road,  which  runs  along  the  fouthern 
fide  of  it  at  the  diftance  of  about  one  mile  from  the 
town,  which  is  fituated  twenty-two  miles  from  London 
and  eight  from  Rochefter,  the  foil  towards  the  weft  is 
chalk,  and  towards  the  fouth-eaft  much  inclined  to 
gravel ; in  which  part  of  this  parifh,  at  a fmall  diftance 
from  the  London  road  fouthward  is  Mount  Pleafant, 
the  property  and  refidence  of  Mr.  Joynes,  of  Gravef- 
end. . 'Round  the  town,  in  great  part  owing  to  the 
manure  from  it,  there  are  fome  rich  and  fertile  grounds. 
The  town  of  Gravefend,  having  .the  church  on  the  weft 
fide  of  it,  lies  on  a defeeht  towards  the  river  Thames, 
to  which  it  bounds  northward,  oppofite  to  Tilbury-fort, 
in  Efiex  j the' weftern  part  of  it  lies  in  the  parifh  of 
Gravefend',  and  the  eaftern  in  that  of  Milton.  The 
eaft  ftreet,  and  the  eaft  fide  of  the  High-ftreet  of  this 
town  being  in  the  parifh  of  Milton,  and  the  weft  ftreet 
and  the  weft  fide  of  the  High-ftreet  in  that  of  Gravefend. 
The  town-hall,  and  market-yard,  the  free-fchool,  and 
the  ferry  acrofs 'the  Thames  to  Tilburg,  parcel  of  the 
manor  of  Paddock,  alias  Parrocks,  in  Milton,  were  pur- 
chafed  in  1695,  with  that  manor,  by  the  corporation  of 
■Gravefend,-  in  which  they  continue  now  vefted.  It  is 

large 
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large  and  populous,  but  the  houfes,  about  leven  hun- 
dred in  number,  are  moft  ot  them  unfightly,  and  the 
ftrects  narrow,  and  until  within  thefe  few  years,  ill- 
paved  and  covered  with  filth ; the  inconveniences  of 
which  the  inhabitants  themlelves  were  fo  fenfible  of, 
that  anno  13  king  George  III.  they  procured  an  ac5l  for 
the  better  lighting,  paving  and  otherwife  improving 
this  town,  in  confequence  of  which  great  improvements 
have  already  been  made  in  it,  and  in  all  probability  it 
will  before  long  put  on  a far  different  appearance  even 
from  what  it  wears  at  prefent.  Proper  m.achines  have 
lately  been  eftablifhed  here,  with  every  requifite  ac- 
commodation for  fea  bathing. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her  letters  patent,  in  her  loth 
year,  confirmed  to  the  parifhes  of  Gravefend  and  Mil- 
ton,  the  antient  privileges  granted  to  them  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  IV.  and  further  incorporated  thofe 
parifhes  by  the  name  of,  I’he  portrevcy  (which  is  now 
changed  into  that  of  mayor,)  juratSy  and  inhabitants, 
of  the  parifhes  of  Gravefend  and  Milton,  having  juftices 
who  have  jurifdidion  within  the  limits  of  the  corpora- 
tion. There  are  twelve  jurats  and  twenty-four  com- 
mon-councilmen,  a recorder,  high-fteward,  chamber- 
lain,  town-clerk,  and  fergeant  at  mace.  The  mayor 
and  deputy  mayor  are  chofen  from  the  jurats  yearly, 
on  the  Monday  after  St.  Michael,  and  the  eldeft  jurat 
is  ufually  elefted  a juftice  of  the  peace.  The  arms  of 
the  corporation  are : A boat,  or,  with  one  mafi,  lying 
at  anchor,  on  the  hills  beyond  a porcupine,  fable. 

King  Richard  II.  in  1377,  diredled  his  writs  to  the 
Iheriffs  of  Kent  and  Effcx,  commanding  them  to  ereft 
certain  beacons  on  each  fide  the  river  Thames,  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other,  which  were  to  be  kept  prepared, 
and  to  be  fired  on  the  firft  approach  of  the  enemies 
veffcls,  fo  that  notice  might  thereby  be  given  of  any 
fudden  attempt,  in  confequence  of  which  one  beacon 
was  creded  here  at  Gravefend,  and  the  oppofite  one  at 
Farnedon,  in  Effex ; notwithflanding  which  precau- 
tion, 
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At  the  General  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers, 
holden  in  the  Town-Hall  on  Friday,  the  8th  Day  of  May, 
1818;— 

The  Rev.  TV.  CRAJVFORD.,  T).  D.  Archdeacon  of 
Carmarthen,  in  the  Chair  ; 

The  following  Report  of  the  Committee,  in  pursuance 
of  a Resolution  passed  at  the  original  formation  of  the 
Institution,  was  submitted  to  their  consideration. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  second  year  since  the  opening  of  the  Schools,  the 
Committee  are  highly  gratified  in  being  enabled:  to  lay  the  following  statement 
before  the  Subscribers. 

The  number  of  Children,  instructed  daily  in  the  Boj's’  School,  is  100,  in 
the  Girls’  School,  80  ; completed  their  education.  Boys  40,  Girls  35  ; diminution 
since  the  last  Report,  5. 

The  Children  attend  Divine  Service  twice  every  Lord’s  Day. 

The  Committee  very  much  lament  tliat  there  are  no  proper  accommodations 
for  them  in  the  Churches,  a circumstance  to  which  they  wish  to  call  the  serious 
attention,  of  both  Parishes. 


The  progress  made  in  the  several  branches  of  instruction  by  the  Children  of 
these  Schools — in  that  of  religious  knowledge|iii  particular — has  been  such  as  to 
call  forth  expressions  of  the  greatest  satisfaction  from  the  Committee  ; and  would 
their  finances  admit  of  it,  to  warrant  their  recommendation  of  some  small 
gratuity,  as  a token  of  their  approbation,  Master  and  Mistress. 

The  works  of  Industry  in  the  Girls’  Sclnjol  Ufor  in  the  Boy’.s  School  there 
are  none)  are  carried  on  as  mentioned  in  ihe  llast  Report,  and  with  the  same 
success.  ^ 

Visitors  are  regularly  appointed  to  superintend  the  Schools. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  this  system  of  education  ver)"^  evidently  appear  in 
the  general  conduct  and  deportment  of  the  cilldren. 


The  Committee  cannot  conclude  without  acknowledging  the  obligations 
they  are  under  to  the  Ladies  for  their  continued  exertions  in  directing  the 
concerns  of  the  Girls’  School. 
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JOHN  WADE,  T,  easurer. 


RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

That  the  above  very  satisfactory  Report  be  printed  and  circulated. 

That  the  Sum  of  Five  Pounds  be  given  to  the  Master  and  Mistre.ss  for  their 
great  attention  to  the  Instruction  of  the  Children. 


That  the  Officers  and  Committee  be  requested  to  render  their  essential 
services  for  the  ensuing  year. 

That  Mr.  John  Brenchley  he  a Member  of  the  Committee. 

That  the  Thanks  of  the  Meeting  be  given  to  the  Mayor  for  his  kind 
attention  to  the  Schools,  in  allowii^the  Committee,  for  their  meetings  at  all 
times,  the  use  of  the  Town-Hall./  ^ 


Dr.  Crawford  having  left  ihs 
conduct  therein. 


Chair,  thanks  were  voted  to  him  for  his 


THOMAS  KILLICK  Secretary, 
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JUST  PUBLISH RD  {contuimng  me  hundred  and  eight  columns  of  eloseli/ 
printed  letter-prest ; eight  splendid  steel  engravings,  by  Barllett,  l usell, 
Buynes,  Adlard,  and  others,  and  twenty-seven  very  ercellent  wood-cuts,) 
price  EIGHTEEN-PESCE ; or  with  three  steel  engravings,  price  OiSE 
SHILLING. 

A NEW 

STEAM-BOAT  COMPANION, 

IN  AN  EXCURSION  TO 

OREENHITHEf  NQRTHTLEET,  GRAVESEND, 

TH8 

NO  RE  AND  HERNE  BAY: 

ALSO  IN 

A TRIP  UP  THE  RIA^ER  MEDWAY, 

TO 

Motj)cs(tev  33riDgf. 


CONTAINING  ' 

HISTORICAL,  CRITICAL,  BIOGRAPHICAL  AND  D^CRIPTIVE  NOTICES, 
OP  THE  SEVERAL  TOWNS,  VILLAGES,  SEATS  AND  COUNTRY 

' bktwken 

3L,©]^3D5(a)H  AWT)  niEmHH 

AND  ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  MEDWAY, 

FROM 

t 

SHEERirBSS  TO  ZtOCHESTXSR  BRXBOZI. 

TO  WHICH  IS  ADDED 

A COMPLETE  MILTON  AND  GRAVESEND  GUIDE; 

AND  SOME  USEFUL  AND  IN'IERESTINO  REMARKS 

ON  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  SEA  BATHING, 

WITH  RULES  FOR 

ITS  BENEFICIAL  APPLICATION. 


\ Illustrated  with  Eight  beautiful  Steel  Engraeings,  and  numerous  well  executed 

Wood-cuts. 


IPURLISHED  BY  EFFINGHAM  WILSON.  88,  ROY  A L EXCHANGE ; 

lb.  STF.ILI.,  20,  AND  W,  STRANGF,  21,  PATERNOSTER  ROW  ; G.  FOSTER,  68,  LEADEN* 
Hall  STREET  ; sold  by  the  STEWARDS  ON  BOARD  THE  STEAM  VESSELS,  AND 
BY  all  BOOKSEI.LEItS. 
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ADDRESS. 


The  •ceiiery  on  the  b.iiiks  of  the  Thawies,  hetwecn  London  .^U(^  Herne  Bn  v,  anri 
the  river  Medway  to  Rochester  Bridffe,  jireseiits  amide  opiiorluiiities,  as  well  in  a i 
t .rial  ..s  an  historical  point  of  view,  for  the  display  of  both  the  pencil  of  the  arUs" 
the  pen  of  the  tourist;  and  while  the  delineations  of  the  former,  enchain  and  cai . 

vate  the  sight,  the  latter  prepares  a banquet  for  the  mind.  . * 

In  the  general  design  of  the  Steam-Boat  Companion,  diversity  of  information  , 
accuracy  of  detail,  are  the  leading  objects ; subjects  of  antiquarian  and  hirtV.rlcal  ■ 
ra^mgled  with  sketches  ot  fciogr^ihy  and  personal  anecdote.  'I’he  embellM 
meats  are  nnmeroUs  and  well  executed,  it  being  intended  to  render  the  work  popu) , 
as  well  from  its  cheapness  as  its  elegance  and  utility.  ” ^ 

toVe  the  sale  of  this  little  work,  are  inleno 

to  be  applied  to  charitable  purposes,  it  is  hoped  therefore  “the  more  ceiisiden, 
pail  of  the  comnmnity,”  will  feel  it  their  duly  to  promote  its  circulation. 


CRITICAL  NOTICES  OF  TtlE  PRESS. 

'*  •’*‘***y  excellent  little  work — as  pretty  as  it  is  excellent,  and  ns  cheap  ■: 
’I*®  desire.  The  damage  for  52  pages  of  close  Imt  bedutifuii 

il^^r  letter-press,  and  we  should  think  some  40  engravings;  all  of  which  are  adiii 
r.^ly  executed,  IS  only  eighfeen-peiice ; aye,  for  eighteen-pence,  you  may  have  i 
amusing  Steam-boat  Companion,  to  Greaiibithe,  Ac. — Morning  Adrertistr. 

The  id-ites  are  very  beautiful,  and  there  are  many  neatly  executed  engravines  i 
wood,  we  have  felt  called  upon  to  censure  some  works  of  this  descr  pHon  whi 
abound  with  errors.  We  may  safely  recommend  this  Steam-boat  Compaui  ,n  as 
faithful  guide  to  the  tourist — IVeekly  Dispatch.  ‘ 

of  plates  and  wood  cuts,  a pleasant  pictorial  eiriirsion  i 
1 ’ 9!'“vesend,  the  Nore  and  Herne  Bay;  with  a trip  up  tl  i 

“■^Chester  Bridge -very  agreeable  to  those  who  remain  at  home,  whil 
thiwo  wh  down  the  river  : very  useful  to  those  who  go,  as  well  asi 

\ ' 1 ‘ f-  '*  ‘"duce  those  to  make  the  trip,  wh 

d"r.fg.-^S!  of  the  many  cheap  opportunities  for  a 

..rofrrl'Lo®  companions  that  have  appeared,  this  claims th.i: 

preference.  Without  being  tedious,  it  gives  minute  descriptions  of  all  the  most  inter  ; 
estiiig  objects  situate  on  the  banks  ot  the  Thames  and  Medway.  -She  engravings al.m-  • 
are  worth  more  than  the  price  of  the  book — National  Omnibus.  ^ ^ 

...ml'.®  down  the  river  will  find  it  a ver' 

amusing  companiuii. — T'tew  Weekly  Ditpatcfi* 

7 description,  whose  pages  are  mere  amplifies- 

New  Steam-boat  Companion  before  us,  is  nbsu. 
‘*‘i  u ‘ notices  of  the  several  towns,  villages,  seats,  Ac.,  between  Condom 
Bridge  and  Herne  Bay,  and  from  Sheerncss  to  Rochester  Bridge,  set  off  with  eirlit  t 
superior  steel  engravings,  and  an  innumerable  quantity  of  wood-cuU.-*— A vulusbie  ii 
al'nost  a necessary  one,  to  all  who  enjoy  an  excursion  by  steam  on  the  i 
Thames  or  Medwav.— Aforning  News  and  Public  Ledg^. 

w/3!dlcti?r^il^..!il*l®  excellent  steel  engravings,  and  a profusion  of 

etghteen  pence.  1 1 is  dirt  cheap.  A more  comprehensive  .nrk 
f we  never  perused,  and  wo  shall  not  be  surprised,  when  we  next  go  on  board 

^1  '*  see  copies  of  it  in  the  hands  of  two  thirds  of  the  paiwn. 

gers.  The  views  arc  remarkably  correct.  -Bell’s  New  Weekly  Messenger. 
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tion,  this  town  was  foon  afterwards  plundered  and  burnt 
by  the  French,  who  failed  up  the  Thames  hither  in 
their  gallies,  and  carried  away  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
prifoners."  To  enable  the  town  to  recover  this  lofs, 
king  Richard  II.  granted  to  the  abbot  and  convent  of 
St.  Mary  Graces,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Gravefend  and 
Milton  fhould  have  the  foie  privilege  of  carrying  paf- 
fengers  by  water  from  hence  to  London,  on  condition 
that  they  fhould  provide  boats  for  that  purpofe,  and 
carry  all  paffengers  either  at  two-pence  per  head  with 
their  bundle,  or  let  the  hire  of  the  whole  boat  at  four 
Ihillings.  This  charter  was  confirmed  feveral  times 
afterwards  by  fucceeding  kings,  and  under  proper  re- 
gulations by  the  legiflature,  they  ftill  enjoy  this  advan- 
tageous privilege.  The  fare  now  taken  for  this  paf- 
fage,  which  is  called.  The  Long  Ferry ^ is  nine-pence 
each  paffenger,  and  the  hire  of  the  whole  boat  ten 
Ihillings  and  fix-pence. 

Thefe  boats  are  ufually  called  The  Tilt  Boats,  and 
are  large  and  commodious  for  the  purpofe,  being  much 
improved  within  thefe  few  years.  The  fignal  for  their 
departure  is  the  ringing  of  a bell,  which  continues  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  during  which  they  are  obliged  tG 
depart.  They  go  to  London  every  flood,  and  return 
from  Billingfgate,  on  the  like  fignal,  with  every  ebb. 

The  lords  of  the  manor  of  Gravefend  have  a right  to 
hold  a court  for  the  regulation  of  the  boats  and  water 
carriage  between  Gravefend  and  London.  This  court 
is  called  in  an  old  roll,  anno  33  queen  Elizabeth,  (now 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  earl  of  Darnley)  Curia  Curfus 
Aqu^y  in  which  year  it  appears  to  have  been  held  by 
William  Lambardc,  gent,  fteward  to  William  lord 
Gobham,  lord  of  this  manor.  This  court  has  not  been 
held  for  a great  number  of  years  j notwithftanding 
which,  in  the  feveral  acSts  pafled  for  regulating  the  na- 
vigafibn  of  the  river  Thames,  there  is  in  general  a re- 

“ Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  533. 
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fervation  of  the  rights  of  the  heirs  of  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond and  Lenox,  which  claufe  was  added  in  refpeft  to 
this  water-court  at  Gravefend. 

In  the  iter  of  J.  de  Berewick,  and  his  afTociates,  in 
the  2ift  year  of  king  Edward  I.  a complaint  was  made, 
that  the  bridge,  and  chalk  caufeway  leading  to  the  wa- 
ter here,  were  much  out  of  repair,  and  that  the  water- 
men took  extraordinary  fare-money  on  that  account, 
to  the  great  injury  of  paflengers  ; and  that  one  half  of  I 
the  caufeway  and  bridge  ought  to  be  repaired  by  Henry  | 
de  Cramaville,  then  lord  of  this  manor,  and  the  other  | 
half  next  the  town  by  the  men  of  Milton  j and  it  was  i 
accordingly  fo  repaired/  i 

The  city  of  London  at  prefent  aflumes  the  regula-  i 
tion  of  this  water  paflage,  and  it  is  almoft  incredible  I 
what  numbers  of  people  pafs  every  tide,  as  well  by 
night  as  by  day,  between  this  town  and  London. 

King  Henry  VIII.  built  two  bulwarks  or  platforms^  \ 
one  at  this  town  and  the  other  fomewhat  lower  down  on  i 
the  river  at  Milton,  and  mounted  them  with  cannon,  as  t 
a defence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  fo  late  as  I 
1782  an  aft  pafled  for  the  better  fccuring  the  river  | 
Thames  at  Gravefend  and  Tilbury. 

Among  the  governors  of  the  fort  Gravefendy,  I 
and  that  of  fVeJi  J'ilburyy  on  the  oppofite  fide  the*! 
Thames,  I find  the  following  : 

1672.  Sir  Francis  Leake,  knight.  j 

1 702.  Lieutenant-General  George  Cholmondeley,  af- 
terwards earl  Cholmondeley,  refig.  1725. 

1725.  Major-General  Tatton,  ob.  1736. 

1736.  Sir  Multon  Lambard,  knight. 

1 737.  Major-General  James  Tyrrill. 

1737.  General  WHliamfon,  ob.  I 737. 

1 747.  Lieutenant-General  Jolm,  earl  Delawar. 

17^2.  Charles,  lord  Cadogan,  ob.  1776.  ! 

1 776.  Brigadier-General  William  Fawcitt.  i 

1796.  Major-General  Thomas  Mufgrave,  the  prefent  ] 
governor.  j j 

I 1 

» Placit.  Coron.  Itin.  J.de  Berewick,  ejus  an,  Rot.  23  In  dorfo. 
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The  falary  of  the  governor  is  300I.  per  annum. 

The  honorable  James  de  Courcy  is  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, whofe  falary  is  1.82I.  los. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  confulting  the  honour  and  gran- 
deur of  the  nation,  and  of  the  city  of  London  in  par- 
ticular, ordered  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  companies  of 
it,^  to  receive  all  eminent  ftrangers  and  ambafladors  at 
this  place,  in  their  formalities,  and  fo  to  attend  them 
to  London  in  their  barges  if  they  came  by  water,  and 
if  by  land,  then  they  were  ordered  to  meet  them  on 
Black  heath. 

% 

The  aflizes  for  this  county  were  held  in  that  part  of 
this  town,  within  the  parifh  of  Milton,  feveral  times  in 
the  reigns  of  king  James  and  king  Charles  I.*" 

The  port  of  London  ending  juft  below  this  town,  at 
the  place  called  Gravefend  bridge,  at  the  boundary  of 
this  hundred,  there  are  two  principal  fearchers  and  an 
office  of  the  cuftoms  eftablifhed  here,  and  all  outward-^  lA 
bound  Ihips  are  obliged  to  anchor  in  the  road  before^ 
the  town,  until  they  have  been  vifiu 


officers  ; but  the  homeward  bound 


without  notice,  unlefs  to  receive  tide-waiters  on  board, 
if  they  have  not  been  fupplied  with  them  before. 

Moft  of  the  outward-bound  fliips  complete  their 
cargoes  and  take  in  provifions  here,  fo  that  the  town 
is  generally  full  of  Teamen,  and  here  are  feveral  good 
inns,  taverns,  and  other  fuch  houfes  for  their  accom- 
modation, and  that  of  travellers. 

Moft  of  the  Dutch  turbot-veflels  lie  at  this  place, 
from  whence  they  fupply  the  London  market  as  they 
think  fit.  There  is  like  wife  a well  frequented  ferry  for 
paflengers,  horfes,  cattle,  and  carriages  from  hence 
acrofs  the  Thames  into  EiTex.  All  which  caufe  much 
buftle  and  a continued  hurry  of  bufinefs,  and  befides 
bring  great  profit  to  this  town. 


S'  Kilb,  Survey,  p.  407,  408,  410. 
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For  many  years  pail  there  have  been  great  improve- 
ments made  in  the  lands  near  the  town,  by  converting 
them  into  gardens,  of  which  there  are  about  feventy 
acres,  with  die  produce  of  which,  not  only  the  (hip- 
ping, the  town  itfelf,  and  the  neighbouring  country  is 
fupplied  for  feveral  miles  round,  but  the  London  mar- 
kets too,  their  afparagus  in  particular,  which  is  called 
by  the  name  of  Gravefend  grafSy  is  efteemed  the  fineft 
in  England,  being  moftly  preferred  to  that  of  Batter- 
fea,  and  yet  this  place  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly 
noted  for  want  of  garden  ftuff  in  it.^ 

The  market  is  held  weekly  in  the  town  of  Gravefend 
on  a Wednefday  and  Saturday,  and  there  are  two  annual 
fairs  here,  on  April  23  and  061.  24,  for  horfes,  black 
catde,  cloaths,  toys,  and  other  forts  of  goods,  which 
continue  for  a week,  and  were  granted  by  patent  anno 
30  king  Edward  III.  the  profits  of  them  belong  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor. 

On  Auguft  24,  1727,  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  a terrible  fire  happened  at  Gravefend, 
which  burnt  down  and  deftroyed  the  church  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  houfes,  being  the  greateft  part  of  the 
town  j foon  after  which  the  mayor  and  jurats  fent  cir- 
cular letters  to  the  feveral  corporations,  minifters  of 
parifhes  and  others,  imploring  their  afliftance  in  their 
dreadful  feene  of  diftrefs  and  calamity,  and  in  May 
1731  another  fire  happened  here,  which  burnt  down 
feven  houfes,  as  did  another  on  Nov.  9,  1748,  ad- 
joining to  a warehoufe,  which  contained  a great  quan- 
tity of  pitch,  tar,  rofin,  &cc.  which,  it  may  be  faid,  hap- 
pily was  prevented  fpreading  further  by  the  explofion  of 
a .confiderable  quantity  of  gunpowder  contained  in 
them.  The  high  road  from  London  to  Dover  went 
formerly  through  the  town  of  Gravefend,  and  conti- 
nued fo  till  the  quantity  of  chalk  dug  from  the  adjoin- 
ing pits,  which^are  now  become  many,  of  great  depth, 
and  of  large  extent  between  this  town  and  Northfleet, 


i 


* See  Biog.  Brit.  vol.  ii.  p.  1022. 
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rendered  it  fo  dangerous  to  pa/Tengers,  that  it  has  at 
different  times  been  twice  altered  to  its  prefent  courfe 
about  a mile  further  eaftward  from  the  former  road* 
now  entering  the  town  by  queen  Mary’s  green. 

On  Odober  7,  1 553,  three  great  fifhes called  whirle- 
pooles^  were  taken  here  and  drawn  up  to  Weftminfter- 
bridge,  and  Auguft  30,  1718,  a whale  was  taken  juft 
below  this  place,  the  length  of  which  was  forty  feet. 

Xhe  marfh  land  from  Gravelend-bridge  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Medway,  and  up  that  river  to  Penf- 
hurft,  is  within  the  commijfion  of  fewer  s granted  for  thofe 
limits,  the  commiflioners  for  which  meet  at  Rochefter 
to  tranfad:  the  bufinels  relating  to  it. 

There  was  a family  which  took  its  name  from  this 
place,  and  were  called  De  Gravefend,  which  had  pof- 
feflions  here,  as  appears  by  the  efeheat  rolls,  as  early 
as  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  of  this  family,  I ima- 
gine, were  Richard  de  Gravefend,  bifhop  of  Lincoln 
in  1258,  another  of  the  fame  name,  bilhop  of  London 
in  1282,  and  Stephen  de  Gravefend,  bilhop  of  London 
in  1318.* 

Our  HERBALISTS  have  taken  notice  of  the  following 
fcarce  plants  in  this  parilh  j 

Cyperus  rotundus  littoreus ; round  fait  marf}  cyperus, 
growing  in  the  marjhes  belozv  the  town. 

Limonium  ; fea  lavender^  on  the  banks  of  the  river  be- 
low the  tozun. 

Tripolium  vulgare  majus  & minus  i great  and  fmall 
fea  Jiarwort^  by  the  blockhoufe. 

Plantago  marina  ; fea  plantaine,  near  the  blockhotfe. 
Chamaepitys  mas,  the  male  ground  pine ; chamjepitys 
foemina,  the  female  ground  pine ; chemaepitys  dodon, 
the  fmall  grqund  pine  ; and  iva  mufeata  monlpeliaca, 
French  herbj  ivy  or  ground  pine^  about  the  grounds  of 
this  parifh, 

Glaux,  or  milkwort^  in  and  about  the  town. 

• Le  Neve’s  Fafti,  p.  139,  177,  178. 

y 3 Cannabis 
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Cannabis  fpurla ; bqftard  hempy  of  feveral  forts  in  and 
about  this  town, 

Viorna  j the  travellers  joy,  in  moft  hedges  from  hence  to  \ 
Canterbury. 

Erica  flore  albo ; heath  with  white  flowersy  upon  the 
down  near  Gravejend.'" 

Alparagus  pratenfis  ; the  marfh  afparaguSy  faid  by  Mr. 

J.  Sherard  to  be  found  by  the  Thames  near  this  town, 

Gravesend,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  general  fur- 
vey  of  Domefday,  was  part  of  the  large  pofleflions  of 
Odo,  the  great  bifhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  half 
brother  to  the  conqueror,  under  the  general  tide  of 
whofe  lands  it  is  accordingly  thus  entered  in  that  record. 

Herbert  fon  of  Ivo  holds  Gravejham  of  the  bifoop  ( of 
Baieux)  it  was  taxed  at  2 Julings  and  i yoke,  the 
arable  land  is  4 carucates.  In  demefne  there  is  one,  and 
4 villeins y with  8 JetvantSy  having  2 oxen.  There  is  a 
church  and  1 hythe.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
ConfeJJbr  it  zvas  worth  10  pounds y when  he  received  it  as 
muchy  now  1 1 pounds.  This  manor  was  in  3 manors  ; in 
the  time  of  king  Edwardy  Leuric  and  Ulwin  and  Godwin 
held  themy  now  it  is  in  one. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bifhop  Odo,  in  1083,  it  moft 
probably  reverted  to  the  crown.  Soon  after  which  it 
became  parcel  of  the  demefnes  of  the  family  of  Crama- 
ville,  called  fometimes  for  Ihortnefs  Cremilley  who  had 
likewife  very  confiderable  pofleflions  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  this  county.  They  held  this  place  as  one  knight’s 
fee,  parcel  of  the  fourteen  and  a quarter,  which  made 
up  the  barony  of  Peverel,  being  part  of  the  lands  af- 
fignedto  Johnde  Fienes  and  his  afTiftants,  for  the  de- 
fence of  Dover-caftle,  to  which  the  tenant  of  Gravef- 
end  was  bound  to  perform  his  ward  three  times  in  each 
year.*"  Henry  de  Cramaville  pofTefTed  the  manor  of 

] 

**  Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herbal,  p.  31,  412,  414,  424. 

' There  was  a tower  in  Dover-caftle,  called  Turris  Cranvili, 
or  Creville’s  tower.  See  before  under  Deptford,  p.  2. 
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i Gravefend  at  his  death,  in  the  54th  year  of  king 
j Henry  III.  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capitCy^  and  was 
j fiicceeded  in  it  by  his  fon  Henry  de  Cramaville,  who 
5 died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  26th  year  of  king  Edward  I. 

: as  did  Joane  his  wife  in  the  8 th  year  of  Edward  II. 

' After  this,  it  by  fome  means  came  to  the  crown,  for 
j king  Edward  III.  in  his  4th  year,  granted  it  in  fpecial 
j tail  to  Robert  de  Ufford,  in  confideration  of  his  fer- 
j vices,  and  that  he  might  the  better  fupport  himfeK  in 
j the  king’s  wars  in  Gafcoigne.  He  was  grand  fon  of 
j Robert  de  UfFord,  a younger  fon  of  John  de  Peyton, 

I of  Suffolk,  afluminghis  furname  from  the  lordfliip  of 
j Ufford,  in  that  county,  where  he  had  his  refidence, 

; In  the  i ith  year  of  that  reign,  he  was  in  parliament  fo- 
; lemnly  advanced  to  the  title  and  dignity  of  earl  of  Suf- 
folk ; after  which  he  was  continually  employed  by  the 
king  both  in  his  wars,  and  the  moft  important  nego- 
ciations.  In  the  1 8th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  he  was 
made  admiral  of  the  king’s  whole  fleet,  from  the 
Thames  mouth  northward.  In  the  30th  year  he  was  in 
the  famous  battle  of  Poidiers,  where,  by  his  valour  and 
condud,  he  gained  great  reputation.  After  which  he 
was  eleded  into  the  order  of  the  garter,  next  in  fuc- 
ceffion  to  thofe,  who  were  called  the  founders  of  it. 
He  died  in  the  43d  year  of  the  above  reign,  and  was 
buried,  according  to  his  will,  in  the  abbey  of  Cam- 
pefle,  in  Suffolk,  having  married  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Sir  Walter  Norwich,  of  Suffolk,  leaving  William, 
his  only  furviving  fon,  whofe  fon  afterwards  conveyed 
it  by  fale  to  king  Edward  III.  who  by  his  charter,  in 
his  50th  year,  granted  this  manor,  among  others,  to 
feofees,  for  the  endowing  his  newly-founded  Ciftertian 
abbey,  called  St.  Mary  Graces,  near  the  tower  of  London. 

Thefe  feoffees,  after  king  Edward’s  death,  in  com- 
pliance with  his  will,  conveyed  it  to  the  abbot  and 
monks  there,  for  a term  of  years,  to  the  intent  that  it 

Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  No.  8. 
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mi^ht  be  given  by  king  Richard  II.  in  mortmain^  to 
them  for  ever.  They  afterwards  granted  their  intereft 
in  it  at  a certain  yearly  rent,  to  Sir  Simon  de  Burley, 
knight  of  the  garter,  and  lord  warden  of  the  cinque 
ports,  who  having  forfeited  it,  with  his  life,  for  high 
treafon,  in  the  10th  year  of  that  reign,  the  king  by  his 
letters  patent,  in  his  1 2th  year,  at  the  petition  of  the 
abbot  and  convent,  granted  to  them  the  rents  and  pro- 
fits of  this  manor,  among  others,  as  a fufheient  endow- 
ment until  he  fhould  otherwife  provide  for  them.  After 
which,  by  letters  patent,  in  his  2 2d  year,  he  granted  it 
to  them,  to  hold  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms  forever, 
for  the  performance  of  the  religious  purpofes  therein 
mentioned,  and  he  gave  licence  to  the  furviving  feof- 
fees of  king  Edward  III.  to  releafe  thefe  manors  and 
lands  to  them." 

The  manor  of  Gravefend  remained  part  of  the  pof- 
felTions  of  the  above  monaftery  till  the  final  diflblution 
of  it,  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  the  next 
year  after  which  it  was,  together  with  the  lands  and  reve- 
nues of  it,  by  the  general  words  of  the  a6t  then  pafTed, 
given  to  the  king  forever.  King  Henry  VIII.  in  his 
31ft  year,  granted,  among  other  premifes,  his  manor 
of  Gravefend,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  as  ample  a 
manner  as  it  was  lately  let  to  John  Laurente,  and  his 
lands  and  tenements  in  Pykeaxelond,  and  others  called 
the  Ship  in  Gravefend  and  Mylton,  all  parcel  of  the 
pofleflions  of  that  abbey,  to  Sir  Chriftopher  Morrice 
alias  Morys,  to  hold  for  the  term  of  his  life,  without 
any  rent  or  account  whatfoever.  He  died  in  the  38th 
year  of  that  reign,  foon  after  which  the  king  granted 
them  to  his  widow  Elizabeth  Morys,  for  life. 

After  her  death,  king  Edward  VI.  in  his  5th  year, 
demifed  them  in  fermcy  to  his  fervant,  Thomas  Afteley, 
efq.  for  a term  of  years,  and  again,  in  his  7th  year,  to 
his  fervant,  John  Fowler,  one  of  the  grooms  of  his 
privy  chamber,  and  Anne  his  wife,  to  hold  during  their 

* Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  944. 
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lives,  without  any  rent,  or  account  whatfoever.  TJiey 
remained  in  pofleffion  of  them  in  the  nth  year  of 
queen  Elizabeth ; foon  after  which  Robert  Dudley 
earl  of  Leicefter,  younger  fon  of  John,  duke  of  Nor- 
thumberland, poflefled  the  fee  of  this  manor  he,  in 
the  23d  year  of  that  reign,  having  obtained  the  queen’s 
licence  for  that  purpofe,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Thomas 
Gawdye  and  James  Morice.  In  the  25th  year  of  that 
reign,  the  foie  right  to  this  manor  was  become  veiled 
in  Sir  Thomas  Gawdie,  who  had  then  licence  to  alie- 
nate it  to  William  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  whofe  eldeft 
fon  and  heir,  Henry,  lord  Cobham,  being  found  guilty 
m the  I ft  year  of  king  James  I.  together  with  Georo-'e 
his  brother,  and  others,  of  confpiring  to  kill  the  kin^, 
and  other  ads  of  high  treafon,  had  judgment  of  dea* 
pronounced  againft  them  j upon  which  George,  his 
brother,  was  beheaded,  and  both  of  them  attainted  - 
but  the  execution  of  the  lord  Cobham,  and  fome  of 
the  others,  was,  through  the  king’s  clemency,  fuper- 
feded.®  ^ 

The  manor  of  Gravefend  coming  thus  to  the  crown 
by  his  attainder,  an  a6l  palTed  in  the  third  year  of  kino 
James  I.  by  which  the  lands  of  Henry,  late  lord  Cob^- 
ham,  and  of  George  Brooke,  efq.  attainted  of  hioh 
treafon,  were  eftablilhed  in  the  crown.  After  which 
this  manor  was  granted  by  king  James,  in  his  10th 
year,  to  his  kinlman,  Lodowick,  fon  of  Efme  Stuart, 
duke  of  Lenox  in  Scotland,  created,  in  the  21ft  year 
of  that  reign,  duke  of  Richmond.  He  died  thatyeat 
without  iflue,  and  was  fucceeded,  as  duke  of  Lenox 
and  in  this  manor  by  his  brother,  Efme  Stuart,  lord 
d’Aubigne  and  earl  of  March,  and  who  furviving  his 
brother  not  quite  twelve  months,  was  fucceedSl  in 
titles  and  eftates  by  his  eldeft  fon,  James  duke  of  I.e- 
iiox,  who  was,  in  1641,  created  duke  of  Richmond  j 

f Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  221.  Rot.  Efch.  ejiis  an.  pt.  v. 

* Ibid.  p.  282,  et  feq.  See  more  of  this  family  under  Cobham. 
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on  whofe  death,  in  1655,  Efme,  his  only  Ton,  fuc- 
ceeded  him  in  honours  and  in  this  manor,  but  died  an 
infant  at  Paris  in  1660;  on  which  his  coufm-german, 
Charles,  only  fon  of  George  Stuart,  lord  d’Aubigne, 
deceafed,  younger  brother  of  James  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, father  of  the  faid  Efme,  became  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, &c.  and  inherited  this  manor  among  the  reft  of 
his  eftatesj  and  foon  afterwards,  anno  13  and  14  king 
Charles  If.  an  aft  pafted  for  the  fettling  the  eftate  of 
James,  late  duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  according 
to  the  agreement  of  Charles  duke  of  Richmond  and 
Lenox,  Mary  duchels  dowager  of  Richmond  and  Le- 
nox, and  the  lady  Mary  her  daughter,  and  the  truftees 
of  the  faid  lady  duchefs.*'  He  died  in  1672,  leaving 
Catherine  his  only  filler  his  next  heir,  married  firft  to 
Henry  lord  Obrien,  and  fecondly  to  Sir  Jofeph  VVil- 
liamfon.  On  her  making  claim  to  the  title  of  baronefs 
Clifton,  as  foie  heir  to  her  grandmother,  Catherine, 
daughter  and  heir  of  Gervas  lord  Clifton,  fhe  had  the 
fame  allowed  to  her  in  1673 ; her  only  furviving  daugh- 
ter and  heir  Catherine,  by  her  firft  hufband,  for  fhe 
had  none  by  her  fecond,  married  Edward  Hyde,  lord 
Cornbury,  eldeft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  by  whom 
ibe  left  one  fon,  Edward  lord  Cornbury,  and  a daugh- 
ter, Theodofia,  who  on  her  brother’s  death,  / p.  be- 
came his  heir,  and  inti  tied  to  the  barony  of  Clifton, 
which  fhe  carried  in  marriage  to  John  Bligh,  cfq.  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  afterwards  created  earl  of 
Darnley,  and  grandfather  of  the  prefent  Right  Hon. 
the  earl  of  Darnley,  as  will  be  fubfequently  mentioned.^ 
But  the  manor  of  Gravefend,  with  Cobham-hall, 
and  the  reft  of  the  eftates  of  Charles  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, in  this  county,  were  about  1695,  after  the  death 
of  lord  Obrien,  fold  to  pay  debts,  and  for  other  pur- 
pofes,  at  which  time  this  manor  was  fold  to  Sir  Jofeph 

“ A copy  of  it  is  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  No.  6805-4. 

* Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  427.  irifli.  Peer.  vol.  i.  p.  262. 
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Willlamfon,  then  the  fecond  hulband  of  the  lady  Ca- 
therine, widow  of  lord  Obrien  above  mentioned.  He 
died  without  ifllie  in  1701,  poflefled  of  this  manor,  as 
did  his  wife,  lady  Catharine,  a few  months  after  him, 
upon  which  two  thirds  of  it  defcended  to  Edward  lord 
Cornbury  and  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  lady  Ca- 
therine, by  Henry  lord  Obrien  j and  on  his  death,  with- 
out iflue,  in  17 1 3,to  his  only  furviving  filler,  afterwards 
married  to  John  Bligh,  efq.  as  above  mentioned,  and  the 
other  third,  by  Sir  Jof.  Williamlbn’s  will,  to  one  Mary 
Hornfby,  who  prefently  afterwards  commenced  a fuit 
in  chancery  for  a partition  of  this  manor  and  the  other 
eftates,  of  which  the  third  part  had  been  devifed  to  her, 
which  the  court,  in  171B,  decreed,  and  a contradl  was 
foon  afterwards  entered  into  by  the  earl  of  Darnley 
for  the  purchafe  of  it.  He  died  in  1728,  kaving  two 
fons,  Edward  and  John,  fuccelTively  earls  of  Darnley, 
and  three  daughters.  After  the  earl’s  death,  Hornfby 
brought  his  bill  againft  his  executors,  to  have  the  pur- 
chafe completed,  which  the  court  decreed,  and  the 
fame  was  accordingly  complied  with  by'  Edward  earl 
of  Darnley,  his  heir  and  fuccelfor,  who  then  became 
polTelTed  of  the  entire  fee  of  this  manor  among  the  reft 
of  thefe  eftates,  and  dying  unmarried,  in  1747,  was 
fucceeded  by  his  furviving  brother,  John  earl  of  Darn- 
ley, who  died  in  1781  j and  his  eldeft  fon,  now  the 
Right  Hon.  John  carl  of  Darnley,  baron  Clifton,  &c. 
refiding  at  Cobham-hall,  in  this  neighbourhood,  is  the 
prefent  pofteflbr  of  the  manor  of  Gravefend,  and  here- 
ditary high  fteward  of  this  town  and  corporation. 

CHJRITIES. 

Exclusive  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  poor  perfons  relieved 
yearly  in  their  paflage  to  and  from  London  by  water,  there  are 
the  following  belonging  to  this  parifli. 

William  lord  Cobh  am  by  his  will,  in  1598,  gave  the  no- 
mination of  one  poor  perfon  belonging  to  this  parifli  to  dwell  in 


See  a fuller  account  of  the  title  to  this  manor,  and  of  the  earls  of  Darn- 
ley, under  Cobham. 
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his  new  college  at  Cobhain,  according  to  the  rules  and  ordinances 
ellabliflied  lor  that  purpole,  with  the  penfion  of  6s.  8d.  per 
month,  charged  on  his  lands,  now  veiled  in  and  under  the  di- 
reftions  of  the  wardens  of  Rocheller  bridge,  of  the  annual  pro- 
duce of  4I.  and  if  this  parilh  lliould  fail  to  nominate  fuch  perfoii 
the  parilh  of  Chalk  Ihould  have  the  privilege  of  fuch  prefentation. 

Richakd  White  gave  by  will,  in  1622,  to  be  dillributed  to 
the  poor,  on  the  market  day  before  Chriftmas  day,  yearly,  an  an- 
nuity, charged  on  land,  vefted  in  the  churchwardens,  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  il. 

Henry  Pinnock  gave,  in  1624,  by  will,  21  dwelling hoiifes, 
for  the  better  relief  and  maintenance  of  fuch  poor  decayed  per- 
fons  as  fhould  be  in  this  parilli  and  Milton,  and  a houfe  for  a 
mafter  weaver  to  employ  them ; and  he  fettled  an  eftate  for  the 
repairs  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the  adjacent  houfe,  given  for  the 
fame  ufe  by  one  Mr.  Fry,  veiled  in  tniftees,  according  to  the  di- 
redions  of  the  will,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  lol.  14s. 

David  Varchall  gave  by  his  will,  in  1 703,  houfes  and  land, 
to  pay  2I.  per  annum,  to  be  dillributed  yearly,  in  the  parilli 
church  of  Gravefend,  on  the  Sunday  next  before  Chriftmas,  as 
follows — to  forty  poor  perfons  6d.  each  in  money,  and  a loaf  of 
bread  of  ^d.  to  pay  the  clear  fum  of  20I.  per  annum  to  the  maf- 
ter of  the  free  fchool  of  Milton  to  teach  twenty  boys,  ten  of 
whom  to  be  fent  out  of  Gravefend  and  ten  out  of  Milton,  by  the 
churchwardens  and  parilhioners,  in  vellry  alTembled,  and  the  re- 
lidue  to  be  laid  out  in  cloathing  the  boys  in  0£lober,  and  the  fur- 
ther refidue  to  Inch  other  poor  perfons  of  the  two  pariHies  as  the 
churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  the  poor  of  the  faid  parilhes  (liall 
think  lit,  vefted  in  truftees,  as  appointed  under  the  direeftion  of  a 
decree  of  the  court  of  exchequer,  made  in  i 759,  and  now  of  the 
annual  produce  of  67I.  8s. 

Archdeacon  Plume  gave  by  his  will,  in  1704,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  among  poor  perfons  attending  the  leftures,  money  iftuing 
out  of  houfes  and  land,  veiled  in  the  reftor  of  this  parilh,  and 
the  reftors  and  vicars  of  other  neighbouring  pariflies,  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  los. 

James  Fry  gave  by  his  will,  in  1710,  to  teach  and  inftrueft  ten 
poor  boys,  that  is,  four  out  of  Gravefend,  four  out  of  Milton, 
and  two  out  of  Chalk  parilhes,  a yearly  fum,  charged  on  lands, 
veiled  in  the  corporation  of  Gravefend  and  Milton,  of  the  annual 
produce  of  14I.  los. 

Anne  Chapman  gave,  by  deed,  in  1709,  a yearly  fum,  to  be 
laid  out  in  bread  on  St.  John’s  day,  charged  on  lands,  veiled  in 
the  churchw’ardens,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  2I. 

Gravesend  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  ju- 
risdiction of  the  diocefc  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 

The 
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The  church  has  been  twice  burned  down,  the  firft 
calamity  happened  to  it  about  the  year  1509,  and  be- 
ing  rebuilt,  it  was  folemnly  confecrated  and  dedicated 
to  St.  Mary,  by  John  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  April  3, 
1510.  This  was  a mean  building  without  any  fteeple* 
which  was  again  burned  to  the  ground  in  that  dreadful 
fire  which  happened  here  in  1727.'  In  1731,  anno 
4th  George  II.  an  adt  of  parliament  pafTed  for  the  re- 
building this  church,  as  one  of  the  fifty  new  ones,  by 
which  aifl  five  thoufand  pounds  was  allotted  to  be*paid 
for  that  purpofe.  In  confequence  of  this  the  firft  ftone 
of  the  new  church  was  laid  by  Sir  Roger  Meredith 
M.  P.  on  the  3d  of  June;  and  when  finiOied,  it  was 
confecrated  by  Jofeph  billiop  of  Rochefter,  and  in 
cornpliment  to  the  king’s  name, dedicated  toSt. George. 
This  church  is  a very  neat  ftrucftiire,  built  of  brick] 
with  ftone  quoins,  cornices,  and  other  ornaments;  in 
the  fteeple  hangs  a mufical  peal  of  eight  bells,  purchafed 
by  fubfcription.  ^ In  the  year  1764  an  organ  and  loft 
were  crefted  in  it,  purfuant  to  the  will  of  Mr.  John 
Ifon,  of  this  parilh,  who  left  one  hundred  pounds  for 
that  purpofe. 

There  were  certain  tithes  in  Gravefend  belongino" 
to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Auguftine,  near  Canterbury, 
Pope  Eugenius  III.  in  1 146,  confirmed  thefe  tithes 
to  that  abbey,"*  as  did  pope  Urban  III.  afterwards, 
Hugh  de  Trottefclive,  abbot  of  St.  Auguftine’s,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Stephen,  afiigned  them,  with  the  confent 
of  his  convent,  to  the  cloathing  of  the  monks  there." 
In  the  reign  of  king  John  there  was  a controverfy  be- 
tween the  monks  of  St.  Auguftine’s  and  Adam,  then 
reftor  of  Plumfted,  concerning  the  arrears  of  an  an- 
nual penfion  of  twenty-five  Ihillings,  which  the  monks 
alledged  they  ufed  to  receive  from  the  reftor  of  the 

* See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  the  old  church  in 
Reg.  RofF.  p.  748.  ' ’ 

"*  Regift.  Mon.  St.  Aug,  Cart,  ii,  37. 

Dec.  Script.  Col.  1 799.  Stevens’s  Monaft.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
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church  of  Gravcfend,  and  which  he  had  forborne  while 
rector  of  it.  I'his  claim  was  heard  before  the  prior  of 
St.  Gregory’s  and  others,  when  he  acknowledged  the 
right  of  the  monks  to  it,  and  accordingly  fully  fatisfied 
them  in  the  arrears  of  it. 

The  church  of  Gravefend,  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  feems  to  have  been  an  ap- 
pendage to  the  manor  of  Gravefend,  and  was  granted 
with  it,  by  the  defcription  of  the  advowfbn  of  the 
church  of  the  manor  of  Gravefend,  by  that  king,  in 
his  50th  year,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary  Graces,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned  j after  which  itpalTed,  with 
the  manor,  in  the  fame  tra(5t  of  ownerfliip  down  to 
Henry  lord  Cobham,  who  forfeited  it  to  the  crown  in 
the  ift  yearof  king  James  I.  as  has  been  already  more 
fully  related  before  in  the  account  of  the  manor  of 
Gravefend.  The  advowfon  of  this  church  thus  com- 
ing to  the  crown,  has  continued  there  ever  fince,  the 
king  being  the  prefent  patron  of  this  reftory. 

In  an  antient  valuation  of  the  churches  in  this  dio- 
cefe,  taken  anno  15  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued 
at  fifteen  marks.  In  the  furvey  of  ecclefiaftical  li- 
vings, taken  in  1650,  it  was  returned,  that  Gravefend 
was  a parfonage,  formerly  in  the  king’s  prefentation, 
worth  fixty  pounds  per  annum,  Mr.  Simon  Dyer  then 
incumbent.®  This  reftory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books 
at  15I.  and  in  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  15S.P 

In  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VH.  the  parifhoners  of 
Gravefend,  w'ho  dwelt  at  a diftance  from  the  church, 
having  for  their  convenience  built  an  oratory  or  cha- 
pel, for  celebrating  mafs  and  other  divine  offices,  in 
1497,  obtained  a licence  for  it  from  the  archbifliop’s 
official,  and  on  April  2,  1510,  John  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter  confccrated  it,  being  dedicated  to  St.  George, 
with  a refervation,  that  it  ffiould  not  be  prejudicial  to 
the  pariffi  church,  and  that  they  ffiould  not  bury  or 

° Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 
p E(fl.  Thef.  p.  385. 

baptize. 
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baptize,  or  perform  any  other  facred  rite  in  it,  except- 
ing the  confecration  of  the  Lord’s  body.'i 

The  remains  of  this  defecrated  chapel  are  (till  In 
being,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  town  of  Gravefend. 

CHURCH  OF  GRHFESEND.' 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  ivhom  /irefented. 


The  Crown. 


1 Reg.  Roft'.  p.  577. 
r Afterwards  rettor  of  PJumfted.— 
Reg.  RofF.  p.  526. 

« Rym.  Foed.  vol.  xv.  p.  348.  Al- 
fo  vicar  of  Leeds, 
t MSS.  Twyfden. 

“ Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth 
library,  vol.  xix. 

w Ejeaed  by  the  Bartholomew  aa. 
Calanay’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286. 
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Adam.,  in  the  reign  of  king  John.'" 
H icholas  Guneivaye,  pref.  0<fl.  10, 
^553-' 

Franhuell,  A.  M.  in  the 

reign  of  king  James  I.' 

Simon  Dyer,  in  1650.“ 

Sbar/i,  ejetfled  1662.'' 
William  Lejrer,  1677. 

Henry  Hughes. 

Suill. 

William  Savage,  D.  D.  refigned 
1 720.'' 

Samuel  Dunjler,  D.  D. 

William  Ayerjl,  refig.  1 726.^ 
Thomas  Harris,  A,  M.  prefented 
0(51,26,  obt.  Dee.  27,  1762.* 
William  Crawley,  1763,  ob.  No- 
vemb.  1780. 

John  Tucker,  A,  M.  1782.  Pre- 
fent  recflor.'* 

* Reaor  of  St.  Anne’s,  BlackfrJcrs, 
London,  and  Stone,  near  Dartford  ; 
and  mafter  of  Emanuel  college,  Cam- 
bridge. 

y Prebendary  of  Canterbury,  &c. 

® And  vicar  of  ISTorth/leet. 

* Head  mailer  formerly  of  King’s 
f(:hool,  in  Canterbury.  In  1784,  a 
difpenfation  pafled  for  his  holding  this 
rcaory  with  that  of  Luddcnham. 


MILTON. 

EASTWARD  from  Gravefend  lies  Milton,  on 
the.  fouthern  fliore  of  the  river  Thames.  It  is  called 
in  Domefday,  and  other  antient  records,  Meletune 

and 
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and  MeJeJluriy  and  takes  its  name  from  its  middle 
diftance  between  the  parithes  of  Gravefend  and  Chalk. 
It  is  generally  written  Milton  or  near  Gravef- 

end, to  diftinguitli  it  from  two  other  parithes  of  the 
fame  name  in  this  county,  Milton  near  Sittingborne, 
and  Milton  near  Canterbury. 

The  parish  of  Milton  is  but  fmall,  being  not 
more  than  three  quarters  of  a mile,  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  a mile  and  half  north  to  fouth.  The  high  London 
road  leads  along  the  fouthern  part  of  it,  clofe  to 
which  ftand  the  Court-lodge  and  Paddock-farm.  It 
contains  about  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which 
fifty  are  martli.  There  is  much  fertile  land  in  it  of 
a loamy  foil,  which  changes  more  and  more  foutherly 
to  an  entire  fand  ; the  furface  of  it  is  a continued  fe- 
ries  of  hill  and  dale.  The  eaftern  part  of  the  town 
of  Gravefend  is  within  this  parifh,  the  liberty  of 
which  corporation  extends  over  the  whole  of  it,  and 
is  therefore  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  mayor, 
jurats,  and  inhabitants  of  the  parifhes  of  Gravefend 
and  Milton,  as  has  already  been  related  before,  in  the 
defeription  of  that  parifh.  One  of  the  bulwarks  or  plat- 
forms, built  for  the  defence  of  the  river,  by  king 
Henry  VIII.  as  there  mentioned,  is  in  this  parifh,  for 
the  purpofe  of  building  which,  William  Burfton,  in 
the  35th  year  of  that  reign,  conve5^ed  to  the  king -two 
pieces  of  land,  called  Chapel-field  and  Le  Green.‘ 
This  parilb,  with  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  w'as 
antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  ninth  pier  of 
Rochefter  bridge."  A fair  was  granted  to  Milton,  to 
be  held  yearly,  on  the  day  of  the  converfion  of  St. 
Paul,  which  holds  for  a week. 

Milton,  at  the  time  of  taking  the  great  furvey  of 
Domefday,  was  part  of  thofe  extenfive  poffeflions  be- 
longing to  Odo,  the  great  bithop  of  Baieux  and  earl 

**  Aug.  Office,  Deeds  of  Purchafe,  and  Excheq.  Box  D.  39. 

* Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  535.  Kilb.  Surveys,  p.  189. 
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of  Kent,  the  Conqueror’s  half  brother,  and  it  is  ac- 
cordingly thus  entered  under  the  general  title  of  his 
lands  in  that  record,  as  follows : 

Ralph  Fitz  T^nrold  holds  Meletune  of  the  bijhop.  It- 
was  taxed  at  one  fuling  and  three  yoke,  Ihe  arable  land 
is  four  canicates.  In  demefne  there  is  eney  and  zi  viF 
leinsy  with  two  borderers y having  two  carucates.  There 
is  a church  and  one  mill  of  49  pence y and  a hythe  of  20 
. f^idingSy  and  three  fervants.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  ConfejDor  it  was  worth  four  poundsy  and  after- 
wards three  pounds y now  fx  pounds.  Richard  holds  in 
hts  lowy  (what  is  worth)  five  (hillings  in  one  wood. 
Leuuin  the  earl  held  it. 

And  fbmewhat  further,  in  the  fame  record — 

Helto  holds  Melejlun  of  the  bifhop.  It  was  taxed  at 
half  a fulingy  the  arable  land  is  one  carucatCy  and  there 
are  alfo  five  villeins  and  one  acre  of  meadow.  In  the 
time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejjbry  and  afterwards y it 
was  worth  loflnllingSy  now  00 Jhillhm.  U lunar d held 
it  of  king  Edward. 

The  former  of  thefe  defcriptiqns  feems  intended  for 
the  nianor  of  Milton,  and  the  latter  for  that  of  Par- 
rock  in  this  parifh. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bifliop  Odo,  in  1083,  all  his 
pofleflions  were  confifcated  to  the  king’s  ufe,  and 
thefe  eftates  as  part  of  them. 

After  which,  the  manor  of  Milton  came  into 
the  family  of  Montchenfie,  called  in  Latin,  De  Monte 
Canifiof  William,  foil  of  William  de  Montchenfie, 
who  died  anno  6 king  John  owned  this  manor  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  in  the  1 5th  year  of  that  reign  j he 
died  without  iflue,  upon  which  Warine  de  Mont- 
chenfie, his  kinfman,  for  a fine  of  two  thoufand  marcs 
had  livery  of  his  vvhole  inheritance.  In  the  37  th  year 
of  king  Henry  III.  he  obtained  a charter  of  free  war-  - 
ren  for  his  manor  of  Milton,  and  died  next  year,  be- 


**  See  more  of  this  family,  under  Hartley  and  Swanfeombe. 
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ing  then  reputed  one  of  the  moft  noble,  prudent,  and 
wealthy  men  in  the  kingdom. 

After  which  this  manor  palfed  in  like  manner  as 
that  of  Hartley,  before  defcribed,  by  the  heirefs  of 
this  family,  to  Hughde  Vere,  and  aft;eia\'ards  to  the 
families  of  Valence  and  Haftings,  fucceffively  earls  of 
Pembroke ; thence  again  to  Reginald  lord  Grey,  of 
Ruthin,  for  the  payment  of  whofe  ranfom,  being  taken 
prifoner  in  Wales  by  Owen  Glendower,  this  manor, 
with  others,  were  afligned  over  to  Robert  Braybrooke, 
bilhop  of  London,  and  others,  his  feoffees,  to  fell 
them  for  that  purpofe,'  as  may  be  feen  more  at  large 
in  the  defcription  of  the  manor  of  Hartley,  before 
mentioned.^ 

They  fold  this  manor  to  Sir  Reginald  Cobham, 
who  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  the  7th  year  of  Henry  IV. 
leaving  the  poffeffion  of  it  to  Ifabel  his  wife,  who  car- 
ried her  intereft  in  it  prefently  after  in  marriage  to 
William  Clifford,  efq.  who  held  it  in  her  right  in  the 
3th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  After  her  death  it  re- 
turned to  the  heirs  of  her  former  hufband,  for  it  ap- 
pears that  John  de  Cobcham  became  entitled  to  it  af- 
ter her  death ; but  in  this  name  it  continued  but  a 
fhort  time,  for  Robert  de  Poynings  died  poffelfed  of 
this  manor  in  the  25th  5'ear  of  king  Henry  VI. 

In  the  5th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 
John  Morefbye  died  poflefied  of  it;  foon  after  which 
it  became  the  property  of  Robert  Brent,  whofe  fon* 
John  Brent,  held  this  manor  by  knights  fervice  at  his 
death,  in  the  8th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  His  fon, 
William  Brent,  foon  after  this  alienated  it  to  Sir 
Henry  Wyatt,  from  whom  it  defcended  to  his  fon, 
•Sir  Thomas  Wyatt ; and  he  in  the  32d  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  granted  this  manor  and  the  advowfon 

' Philipdtt,  p.  165.  Pat.  Rolls,  8 Edw.  I.  Prynn.  Rec.  p.  403^ 

[ See  Hartley,  vdl.  ii.  p.  453;  Swanfcombe,  p.  404. 
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of  the  church,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  that  king- 
tor  ever,  in  exchange  for  other  premifes. 

King  Edward  VI.  in  his  5th  year,  in  confideration 
ofa  fine  of  twenty  pounds,  granted  to  Catherine  Mar- 
^n,  widow,  her  mefluage,  called  Milton-place,  late 
E igges,  in  this  parilh,  and  other  parcels  of  land  there 
and  the  herbage  and  pafiure,  called  the  afterleaze  of 
the  1 own  marfli  in  Milton,  from  the  feaft  of  St.  Ed* 
ward  to  the  feaft  of  the  purification  of  the  Blefled 
all  which  were  parcel  of  the  pofleffions  of  Sir 
Thomas  Wyatt,  to  hold  for  twenty-one  years,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  twenty  pounds.  Queen  Elizabeth,  in 
her  1 5 th  year,  granted  the  manor  of  Milton,  in  fee,  to 
George  Tucker,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  41I.  7s.  2d' 
who  was  the  eldeft  of  the  three  fons  of  Wm.  Tucker* 
elq.  of  Thornley,  in  Devonfhire,  and  bore  for  his  arms! 
Azitre^  a chevron  or  between  three fea  horfes  argents  His 
grandlon,  George  Tucker,  efq.  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Ha-^ 
niond,  of  Queenhith,  in  London,  in  whofe  defcend- 
ants  It  continued  till  about  thirty  years  ago,  when 
Leonard  Hamond,  efq.  of  Horton  Kirkby,  palled 
away  his  intereft  in  it  to  Mr.  Peter  Moulfon  of  Lon- 
don, who  rebuilt  the  court  lodge,'‘  and  greatly  im- 
proved the  grounds  round  it.  He  gave  this  manor* 
by  will,  to  his  only  daughter  and  heir,  married  to  Mr. 
George  Vaughan  of  London,  from  whom  it  pafled 
by  faJe,  to  Michael  Bedell,  efq.  who  died  in  lygr’ 
and  his  executor  is  now  entitled  to  it,  but  it  is  occu*' 
pied  by  Mr.  Wefton,  who  now  relides  in  it. 

i^DDocK,  alias  Parrock’s,  is  a manor  in  this 
parilh,  which  had  once  owners  of  the  fame  name,  as 
IS  evident  by  an  antient  record,  which  teftifies  that 
Robert  de  Parrock  obtained  a market  weekly  on  the 
Saturday,  and  a fair  at  this  manor  yearly  for  threfc 
days,  viz.  on  the  Vigil,  the  day  of  St.  Edmund,  and 

**  great  Impropriety,  been 

called  by  many,  of  late  years,  by  the  name  of  Lower  Paddock. 

^ * the 
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the  day  after,  in  the  year  of  king  Henry  III. 
This  family  bore  for  their  arms,  Ermine^  a chief  qnar* 
terly  or  and  gules  ; in  the  firft  quarter  a chefs  rook  fable} 
In  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  this  manor  was 
in  the  pofleflion  of  William  de  Clovil,  who  then  held 
half  a knight’s  fee  in  Paroke,  of  Warine  de  Monte- 
canifio,'‘  after  which  it  came  into  the  pofleflion  of  the 
family  of  De  Gravefend,  one  of  whom,  Stephen  de 
Gravefend,  bifhop  of  London,  died  poflfefled  of  it  in 
the  1 2th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  His  kinfman.  Sir 
Thomas  de  Gravefend,  held  it  in  the  20th  year  of  that 
reign,  and  died  poflefled  of  it  in  the  49th  year  of  it ; 
foon  after  which  it  was  purchafed  by  that  king; 
who,  by  his  charter,  in  his  50th  year,  granted  this  ma- 
nor, among  others,  to  feoffees,  for  the  endowing  his 
newly  founded  Ciftertian  abbey,  called  St.  Mary  Graces, 
near  the  tower  of  London.  After  which  it  was  con- 
veyed for  the  like  term  of  years  as  the  manor  of 
Gravefend  above  mentioned,  till  king  Richard  II.  in 
his  2 2d  year,  granted  it  to  the  abbot  and  convent,  in 
pure  and  perpetual  alms  for  ever ; and  it  remained  part 
of  the  poffeffions  of  the  above  monaflery  till  the  dif- 
folution  of  it,  in  the  30th  year  of  king  Henry  VIIL 
after  which  it  was,  together  with  the  lands  and  reve- 
nues belonging  to  it,  given  up  to  the  king  for  ever, 
by  the  general  words  of  die  aft,  paffed  in  the  3 iff  year 
of  that  reign;  after  which  king  Henry  VIIL  in  his 
31ft  year,  granted  this  manor  of  Parrocke,  with  all  its 
rights  and  appurtenances,  and  all  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments, called  Spry  vers- hache  or  Spryvers-place,  and 
lands  called  Le  Arbor,  parcel  of  this  manor,  and  fe^ 
yeral  other  lands,  in  Milton,  all  parcel  of  the  poflef- 
fions  of  the  above  mentioned  late  abbey,  to  Sir  Ghrif- 
topher  Morys  for  life,  and  afterwards  to  his  widow, 
dame  Elizabeth,  for  her’s  like  wife ; Thomas  Afleley, 

* Pat.  ejiis  an.  3 memb.  10.  Camel.  Rem.  p.  ^15. 

Bpok  of  Knt,  Fees.  Rot.  ejus  au.  Dugd.  Mou.  vol.  i.  p.  944. 
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had  afterwards  a term  in  them,  granted  by  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  w'ho  again,  in  the  yth  year,  granted  them  to 
his  fervant,  John  Fowler,  one  of  the  grooms  of  his 
privy-chamber,  and  Anne  his  wife,  for  their  lives. 

The  fee  of  this  manor  afterwards  remained  in  the 
crown  till  the  13th  year  of  king  James,  when  it  was 
granted  to  Mr.  William  Salter,  who  not  many  years 
after  paired  it  away  by  fale  to  Mr.  James  Crifpe,  from 
whom,  partly  by  purchafe  and  partly  by  exchange,  it 
went  to  Mr._  John  Child,'  whole  defcendant,  Mr. 
Henry  Child,  in  the  24th  year  of  king  Charles  II.  con- 
veyed the  houfe,  and  thegreateft  part  of  the  demefne 
lands  in  this  parifh,  fince  called  by  the  name,  of  Lower 
Tarrock,  alias  the  Paddock-farm,  to  Mr.  John  Coofens 
and  his  defcendant,  Richard  Coofens,  efq.  of  Weft^ 
minfter,  who  died  in  1779,  leaving  one  foie  daughter 
and  heir,  who  continues  at  this  time  the  polfeflbr  of 
this  eftate. 

But  THE  MANOR  itfelf  Continued  in  the  name  of 
Child  till  William  Child,  gent,  in  1691,  palfed  it  away 
by  fale  to  Richard  Etkins,  gent,  whofe  fon,  George 
Etkins,  efq.  one  of  the  jurats  of  the  corporation  of 
Gravelend  and  Milton,  in  1695,  conveyed  it  to  truf- 
tees  for  the  ufe  of  that  corporation,  in  which  truft  it 
remains  at  this  time. 

The  town  hall  and  market  yard,  the  free  fchool,  the 
wharf  or  town  key,  in  the  town  of  Gravefend,  and  the 
ferry  acrofs  the  Thames,  from  thence  to  Tilbury,  in 
Elfex,  are  parcel  of  this  manor,  and  as  fuch  are  now 
in  the  above  mentioned  truft,  for  the  ufe  of  the  corpo- 
ration ; and  there  are  about  thirty-three  houfes,  mollly 
in  the  Eaft-ftrcet,  and  the  call  fide  of  the  High-ftreet, 
of  the  town  of  Gravefend,  which  are  held  of  this  ma- 
nor. The  court  baron  for  it  is  held  in  the  town  hall 
above  mentioned. 

J Philipott,  p.  166. 
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CHARITIES. 

Besides  eight  or  nine  hundred  poor  perfons,  travelling  by 
water,  from  Gravefend  to  London,  conftantly  relieved  by  the 
corporation,  this  parifli  receives  jointly  with  that  parifli,  the  cha- 
rities of  Richard  White,  Henry  Pinnock,  David  Varchal,  and 
James  Fry,  as  has  been  already  fully  related  among  the  charities 
of  that  parifh ; and  further,  the  following  given  to  the  parifli  of 
Milton  folely. 

Mary  Longworth  gave  by  will,  in  1699,  the  fum  of  20I. 
the  yearly  profits  to  be  diftributed  among  eight  jjoor  widows  of 
this  parift  every  Chriftmas  eve,  vefted  in  truftees,  and  of  the  an- 

ual  produce  of  3I.  7s. 

Anne  Pearce  gave  by  will,  in  1776,  the  fum  of  50I.  the  in- 
tereft  to  be  diftributed  at  Chriftmas  yearly,  among  fuch  poor 
perfons  of  this  parifli  as  do  not  receive  alms,  vefted  in  truftees. 

Milton  is  in  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  R.ochefter. 

The  church,  which  ftands  at  a fmall  diftance  from 
the  eaft  end  of  the  town  of  Gravefend,  and  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  road  leading  from  thence  to  Chalk,  is  de- 
dicated to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul.  It  is  a fair  hand- 
fome  building,  with  a fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end  of 
it.”  In  1792,  it  was  repaired  and  beautified  at  the  ex- 
pence of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church— 
In  the  chancel.,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  altar  is  a mural  monument 
for  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq,  one  of  king  Charles  II. ’s  fearchers  at 
Gravefend,  obt.  1681.  Within  the  rails,  a memorial  for  James 
Flow,  reftor  here,  obt.  Aug.  30,  1766." 

Round  the  walls  of  this  church  are  painted  the  crefts 
of  the  feveral  kings  of  England,  from  Edward  III.  to 
king  James  I. 

The  church  of  Milton  was  appendant  to  the  manor 
till  Aymer  de  Valence,  carl  of  Pembroke,  lord  of  it, 
anno  1 5 king  Edward  I,  granted  to  brother  Roger  de 

*"  Over  the  porch  of  this  church  is  a fun-dial,  conftrinfted  by 
Mr.  Giles,  mafter  of  thelree  fchool  in  this  parifli,  which  is  well 
worth  the  obfervation  of  the  curious. 

" See  mpn.and  inferip.  more  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  1027. 
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Stow,  chaplain,  mafter  of  the  chantry  and  chapel  of 
Melton,  and  the  brothers  of  it,  the  advowlbn  of  this 
church,  with  its  appurtenances,  for  ever,  in  pure  and 
perpetual  alms,  for  the  fupport  of  him  and  his  bre- 
thren, chaplains  in  this,  for  the  health  of  his  foul,  and 
thofe  of  his  ancellors,  for  ever ; which  gift  was  con- 
firmed by  the  king  that  year,  by  infpeximits^ 

Hamo  de  Hethe,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  by  his  inftru- 
ment,  in  1322,  reciting  that  the  revenues  of  this  chan- 
try were  mean  and  little  for  the  fupport  of  the  burthens 
of  it,  appropriated  to  the  mafter,  brothers  of  the  chan- 
try of  priefts  of  the  chapel  of  Melton,  the  parifti  church 
of  Melton,  of  their  patronage,  with  all  its  rights  and 
appurtenances,  faving  a competent  portion  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  vicars,  to  be  by  him  and  his  fuc- 
ceftbrs  inftituted  in  it,  the  unanimous  confent  of  the 
chapter  of  Rochefter  being  firft  obtained,  and  the  b'i- 
Ihop  appropriated  and  granted  it  to  them,  to  be  pof- 
fefted  to  their  own  proper  ufe  for  ever,  faving  the  epif- 
copal  and  all  other  rights  to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  as 
well  as  to  the  church  of  Rochefter,  all  which  was  con- 
firmed by  the  prior  and  chapter  of  Rochefter  by  their 
letters  of  infpeximus  that  year ; but  the  king’s  licence 
for  this  appropriation  appears  not  to  have  been  ob- 
tained until  near  three  years  afterwards.  Whether 
this  appropriation  of  the  church  of  Milton  ever  took 
place  I am  not  certain,  for  on  the  diftblution  of  the 
chantry  above  mentioned,  which  happened  by  its  ef- 
cheating  to  the  crown,  it  came  into  the  king’s  hands 
as  a reeftory  j foon  after  which,  in  1524,  it  was  granted 
to  Sir  Henry  Wyatt,  who  in  the  31ft  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  exchanged  it,  among  other  premifes, 
with  the  crown  j after  which  the  prefentation  to  it  was 
confirmed,  two  turns  contiguous  to  the  crown,  and  the 
third  to  the  biftiop  of  Rochefter  and  his  fucceftbrs,  in 
which  ftate  it  remains  at  this  time. 

® Reg.  Roff.  p.  492.  Rot.  Pat.  ps.  2.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456. 
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In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  of 
Melton  was  valued  at  fixteen  marcs.  In  the  furvey  of 
ccclefiaftical  livings  within  this  diocefe,  taken  in  1650, 
it  was  returned,  that  Milton  was  one  parfonage,  the 
prefentation  to  which  was  two  turns  in  the  king  and 
one  in  the  bifhop  of  Rochefterj  that  it  was  worth  , 
ninety  pounds  per  annum,  the  incumbent  of  it  being  | 
Mr.  Thomas  Ifaac,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lee,  fequef-  f 
tered.p  In  the  reign  of  queen  Anne  the  redlory  of  j 
Milton  was  valued  at  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  i 
This  church  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  16I.  5s.  i 
lod.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  1 2s.  yd.  1 

Aymer  de  Valence,  earl  of  Pembroke,  founded  a 
CHANTRY  in  this  parifli  fome  time  before  the  15th  I 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  in  his  charter  for  which,  he  I 
gave  and  confirmed  to  brother  Roger  de  Stowe,  maf-  | 
ter  of  the  chantry  or  chapel  of  Melton,  and  the  bro-  j 
thers  there,  for  ever,  for  the  health  of  his  foul,  and  j 
thofe  of  his  anceftors,  the  fcite  or  manfion  where  the 
chapel  was  founded,  with  the  lands,  rents,  and  all  other 
appurtenances  belonging  to  it;  and  he  granted  to  them, 
in  free  and  perpetual  alms,  all  the  lands  and  tenements 
belonging  to  the  chantry,  in  the  hundreds  of  Berde- 
ftaple  and  Rocheforde,'^  in  Eflex.  And  he  directed, 
that  there  fhould  be  there  one  mafter,  a prieft,  and  two 
chaplains,  bearing  the  habit  prefcribed  by  him  j and 
he  diredted  in  what  manner  the  mafter  and  chaplains 
Ihould  be  chofen,  from  time  to  time,  when  any  va- 
cancy Ihould  happen,  by  death  or  otherwifej  which  1 
charter  was  confirmed  by  king  Edward  II.  by  infpexi- 
miiSy  in  the  15th  year  of  his  reign. 

Hamo  de  Hethe,  bifhop  of  Rocheftcr,  by  his  inftru- 
ment,  in  1322,  ordained,  at  the  inftance  of  Aymer,  ( 
earl  of  Pembroke,  patron  of  this  chantry,  and  of  the 
■fhcular  priefts  then  in  it,  among  others  things,  that  the  ‘ i 

p Pari.  Surveys,  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xix.  and  Lambeth  Queries. 

* See  Morant’s  Eflex,  vol.  i.  p.  252. 
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[ priefts  In  It  fhcfuld  be  for  the  future  regulars,  who 
• ftiould  receive  and  keep  the  rule  and  inftitution  of  it, 
i and  who  celebrating  divine  rites  for  the  fouls  of  the 
I fiimily  of  Montchenfie,  of  the  earl,  his  wife,  &c. 
t Ihould  efpecially  commemorate  him  and  the  founder 
! of  it.  And  that  the  priefts,  who  fhould  be  firft  placed 
in  it,  fhould  be  appointed  by  him,  one  of  whom,  ad- 
judged moft  fit  by  him,  fhould  be  appointed  as  pro- 
j voft  or  mafic r,  whom  the  reft  fiiould  obey  as  their 
fuperior,  according  to  the  above  rule,  and  on  his  death 
! or  removal  the  reft  fhould  choofe  another  prieft,  who 
had  profefled  the  aforefiid  rule  of  this  chantry  for  one 
j year,  and  prefent  him  to  the  earl,  as  patron,  and  af- 
I terwards  to  the  bifhop,  to  be  admitted  as  provoft  or 
mafter;  and  he  granted,  that  they  fhould  have  an  altar 
in  the  chapel  of  the  chantry,  and  a competent  burial 
place  for  themfelves,  but  for  nO  others  whatfoever, 
and  that  no  one  but  themfelves  fhould  adminifter  the 
facraments  of  the  church  in  it,  and  that  with  bells,  in 
fuch  decent  manner  as  to  be  no  prejudice  to  the  mo- 
ther church,  faving  all  epifcopal  right  to  him  and  the 
church  of  Rochefter,"  &c.  all  which  was  confirmed  by 
Aymer,  earl  of  Pembroke. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  IV. 
Richard  Martyn  was  mafter  of  this  chantry,  after 
whofe  death  T.  Hede,  clerk,  was  prefented  as  mafter. 

John  Dygon,  mafter  of  this  chantry,  died  in  1524, 
after  which  it  by  fome  means  efeheated  to  the  crown, 
for  king  Henry  VIII.  foon  afterwards  granted  it  to  Sir 
Henry  Wyatt,  who  feems  to  have  had  the  king’s  let- 
ters patent  for  his  founding  another  chantry  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin  Mary  at  Melton.  Whe- 
ther this  chantry  was  ever  founded,  or  if  it  was,  when 
it  was  fupprefled  I do  not  find,  but  the  chapel  of  Mil- 
ton,  with  its  appurtenances,  was,  before  the  31ft  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  become  a lay  fee,  and  was  in  the 

I Reg.  Rpff.  p.  491.  Harleiaa  MSS.  No.  2044-24. 

hands 


TOLTINGTROW  HUNDRED. 


34^ 

hands  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  and  it  appears  at  that 
time  to  have  confifted  of  the  chapel,  called  Melton- 
chapel,  together  with  the  hall,  pantry,  kitchen,  llore- 
houfe,  chambers,  &c.  with  their  appurtenances,  and 
the  wharf,  orchard,  pond,  two  gardens,  and  two  clofes 
of  land  lying  on  the  fouth  and  eaft  fides  of  the  chapel, 
and  a field,  called  Millers-field,  lying  at  the  weft  fide 
of  the  parifli  church,  together  with  pafture  for  two 
horfes  in  the  common  marfh  of  Melton,  all  which  were 
of  the  yearly  rent  of  fix  pounds  eight  fhillings.* ** 

King  Edward  II.  in  his  4th  year,  granted  licence  to 
Roger  Orger,  of  Melton,  to  afiign  for  ever,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  ftatute  of  Mortmain,  two  mefluages,  two 
oxgangs  and  an  half  of  land,  three  acres  of  arable,  and 
two  acres  and  a half  of  meadow,  with  their  appurte- 
nances in  Melton,  to  a chaplain,  to  celebrate  daily  in 
the  church  of  Melton.' 

CHURCH  OF  MILTON, 

PATRONS, 

,Or  fy  iv/iom  prefenteJ. 

B'rjliop  of  Rochejier 

'The  Croxvu 


RECTORS. 

Edmund  Jachfon^  obt.  1575." 
John  Soan,  obt.  1631.“ 

Francis  Merlyn,  D.  D.  Nov.  3,* 
1631,  obt.  1639.’' 

George  Hume,  A. ^1.  Oc.i,  1639.’^ 
William  Wall,  D.D.  ob.  Jan.  1 3, 

I 728.^ 

James  How,  A.  M.  inft.  Feb.  8, 
1728,  obt.  Aug.  30,  1766.* 
JoJeph  Pote,  A.M.  1766,  Fre- 
fent  reftor.'* 


* Inrolmrnts,  Aug.  Off. 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  491. 

**  Hobart’s  Rep-  p.  165. 

lb.  The  queen  prefented  during 
the  vacancy  of  the  fee  of  Rochefter. 

* Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xix.  p.  356. 
y Ibid.  vol.  XX.  p.  394 

» He  was  alfo  vicar  of  Shoreham, 
where  he  lies  buried. 

a He  lies  buried  in  this  church. 


h He  was  at  the  fame  time  prefen- 
ted to  St.  Martin’s,  Loihbury,  and  had 
a difpenfation  to  hold  them  both  in 
1766  ; the  former  of  which  he  refign- 
ed  in  1768,  on  being  prefented  to  St. 
George’s,  Southwark,  which  he  had  a 
difpenfation  to  hold  with  this  church. 
In  1769,  he  was  prefented  to  a pre- 
bend in  the  church  of  Lichfield, 
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IFIELD. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Milton  lies  the  fmall 
parilli  of  Ifield,  called  in  antient  records,  Telesfelde^ 
and  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  htelda. 

The  parish  of  Ifield  contains  not  quite  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  land;  it  is  fituated  about  a mile  and  a 
half  fouthward  from  the  high  London  road,  and  about 
two  and  a half  from  Gravefend.  The  liirface  is  not 
hilly  ; the  foil  is  part  poor  and  chalky,  and  part  fertile, 
being  a fandy  hazel  mould  or  clay  upon  the  chalk ; 
the  air  is  very  healthy.  The  church  Hands  alone, 
near  the  fouthern  boundary  of  the  parifh.  It  is  a pa- 
rilh  but  little  known,  and  would  be  lefs  fo,  was  it 
not  for  the  hamlet  of  Shinglewell-flreet,  antiently 
written  Shanecemcewell,  fituated  at  the  weftern  boun- 
dary of  it,  adjoining  to  Northfleet  parifli,  in  which  two 
of  the  ten  houfes  contained  in  it  are  fituated.  Throupdi 

O 

this  flreet,  the  bye  road  leads  to  Rochefter ; Hever- 
court  is  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  and  not  far  diftant. 
A good  houle,  which  was  for  fome  years  owned  by 
a family  of  the  name  of  Parker,  who  bore  for  their 
arms.  Ermine,  s head  cahofhed  gules,  and  con- 
tinued fo  till,  at  length,  one  of  them  marrying  the 
widow  of  Broadnax  Brandon,  efq.  he  at  his  death 
bequeathed  this  feat  and  eftate  to  her  ; Hie  afterwards 
married  Mr.  Cox,  but  leaving  no  iffue  by  her  two  laft 
hufbands,  fhe  gave  it  by  her  will  to  her  fon  Philip,  by 
her  firfl  hufband,  who  was  the  fon  of  Wm.  Broadnax 
Brandon,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Wm.  Broadnax,  of 
Godmerfliam.  He  left  by  his  wife  above  mentioned 
one  fon,  Philip,  and  a daughter,  Grace,  married  firfl 
to  the  Rev.  Pierce  Dixon,  of  Rochefter,  and  fecond- 
ly  to  Mr.  Richard  Hull.  Mr.  Philip  Brandon,  who 
fome  years  ago,  conveyed  it  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Hub- 
ble, who  rfiedes  at  Hever-court,  and  he  is  the  pre- 
fen t 
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lent  proprietor  of  it,  but  it  is  at  prefent  occupied  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Tucker,  rector  of  Gravefend,  who 
keeps  a feminary  for  young  gentlemen  in  it. 

The  antient  Roman  road  appears  very  vifible  here, 
taking  its  courfe  through  this  (Ireet,  from  Spring- 
head  in  Southfleet,  in  a dired  line  towards  Cobham- 
park  and  Rocheller. 

In  the  2ift  year  of  king  Edward  I.  fome  tenants  of 
this  village,  to  avoid  their  attendance  on  the  fheriff’s 
courts,  &c,  claimed  to  be  within  the  lowy  of  Tun- 
bridge, but  on  due  examination,  Richard  earl  of 
Gloucefter  difclaimed  them.' 

The  manor,  now  called  Heyer-court,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  inquifitions  made  in  the  12th  and  13th 
years  of  the  reign  of  king  John,  of  the  knights  and 
other  fervices,  held  of  the  king  in  capite,  and  returned 
by  the  feveral  flieriffs  to  the  king’s  treafurer,  was  then 
held  by  Hugo  de  Tokington,  as  one  knight’s  fee,  of 
the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury.  After  which  it  came 
into  the  pofleffion  of  the  family  of  Hever,  and  was 
their  firft  retidence  in  this  county,  though  Hever-caf- 
tlc,  near  Tunbridge,  became  afterwards  their  capital 
manfion.  Of  this  family  was  William  de  Hever,  a 
perfon  of  note,  who  attended  king  Richard  I.  to  the 
fiege  of  Aeon,  in  Paleftine.  In  the  yth  year  of  king 
John,  Walter  de  Hever  was  one  of  the  Recognitorei 
Magna  Afifay  or  juftices  of  the  great  afiife,  an  office 
of  no  fmall  truft  and  eminence  at  that  time.  Richard 
de  Hever  is  in  the  regifter  of  thofe  who  accompanied 
king  Edward  I.  in  the  19th  year  of  his  reign,  to 
Newcaftle,  where  he  fummoned  the  claimants  to  the 
crown  of  Scotland  to  appear,  and  give  an  account  ot 
their  pretenfions  to  it.  I'homas  de  Hever,  in  the 
4th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  obtained  a market  to 
be  held  at  Shinglewell,  in  this  pariffi;  and  two  fairs, 

* Harris’s  Hlllory  of  Kent,  p.  16. 

* Fhilipott,  256.  Cart.  4 kingEdw.  HI.  No.  9. 
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one  at  Michaelmas  for  five  days,  and  the  other  on 
the  feaft  of  St.  Laurence  for  three  days.  From  the 
! family  of  Hever  this  manor  and  feat  obtained  the 
; name  of  Hever-court,  by  which  it  has  been  called 
ever  fince. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  this  manor  paflfed 
by  two  female  coheirs,  Joan  and  Margaret,  in  mar* 
riage  to  Reginald  Cobham,  (a  younger  fon  of  the 
I Cobhams  of  Cobham,  in  this  county)  and  Sir  Oliver 
Brocas,  one  of  whofe  defcendants  alienated  his  (hare 
in  it  to  Reginald  lord  Cobham,  of  Sterborough  above 
mentioned,  who  then  pofleffed  the  entire  fee  of  it. 

[ His  fon,  Reginald  lord  Cobham,'  alienated  it,  about 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  to  Rik- 
kill ; and  there  is  a memorial,  in  Northfleet  church, 
for  William,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  William  Rikhill,  and 
for  Catherine  his  wife ; from  which  name  it  palled  hi 
['  marriage  with  Rofe,  foie  heir  of  John  Rikhill,  to  John 
Lymfey,  whofe  defeendant,  Edmund  Lymfey,  had 
polfeliion  granted  of  it  in  the  2d  year  of  Edw'ard  VI.‘ 
He  alienated  it  to  Sir  John  Rainsford,  from  whom 
it  palled  by  fale,  in  the  7th  year  of  that  reign,  to 
Garth,  w'ho,  in  the  40th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
fold  this  manor  to  John  Barrow  and  Nicholas  Child, 
gent,  the  former  of  w'hom,  about  two  years  afterwards, 
gave  up  his  intereft  in  it  to  the  latter,  and  he  died 
pollelled  of  it  in  1638.  His  defeendant,  in  1644, 
conveyed  it  to  dame  Frances,  widow  of  Sir  Thomas 
Burton,  bart.  of  Leicellerlliire,  who  fold  it,  in  1656, 
to  Thomas  Cripps,  efq.  and  he,  two  months  after- 
wards, conveyed  it  to  Mrs.  Leah  de  la  Fortrye,  widow 
of  Peter  de  la  Fortrye,  merchant  of  London,  and  of 
Greenwich,  in  this  county.  She  by  her  will  gave  it 
to  her  daughter,  Sufan,  married  to  Mr.  Peter  Bul- 
teel,  merchant,  of  London;  on  whofe  death,  in  1692, 
Leah,  one  of  her  daughters,  became  polfelled  of  one 

• See  Chidingftone.  PhlHpott,  p.  256.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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moiety  of  this  manor,  which  the  carried  in  marriage.  ' 
to  Dr.  Samuel  Mills,  of  Crutched-friers,  London,  j 
who  bore  for  his  arms,  Sahky  two  pales  argent,  a fefs  ’ 

gules,^  He  left  two  daughters  and  coheirs,  one  of  ' 
whom  carried  this  moiety  in  marriage  to  John  Toke,  ^ 
efq.  of  Goddington,  in  this  county,  whofe  fon  and 
heir,  Nicholas  Toke,  efq.  having  purchafed  the  other 
moiety  of  this  manor  from  Mr.  Sith,  a defcendant  of 
another  daughter  of  Mrs.  Sufan  Bulteel,  became  pof- 
lelled  of  the  entire  fee  of  Hever-court.  He  died  in 
ly^y,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeftfon,  John  Toke, 
efq.  late  of  Goddington,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.** 

There  are  no  parochial  charities.  | 

Ifield  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic*  i 
TiON  of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a pecidiar  | 
of  the  archbilhop,  is  as  fuch  in  the  of  Shore-  j 

ham.  The  church,  w’hich  is  the  fmalleft  in  the  dio-  \ 
cefe,  is  dedicated  to  St.  Margaret.  It  confifts  of  an 
ihe  and  chancel ; it  was  rebuilt  in  the  year  1596,  and 
■*was  again  repaired  and  beautified  in  1638. 

In  this  church  are  the  following  infcriptions  : In  the  ijle,  a me- 
morial for  Jane,  wife  of  Edward  Arniftrong,  gent,  of  this  parilli, 
obt.  1688.  A brafs  plate  for  Richard  Parker,  who  was  a fpecial 
affiftant  in  re-edifying  this  church,  in  1596,  obt.  1607;  and  for 
Mrs.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  major  Robert  Parker,  obt.  1702.  In  the 
chancel^  a memorial  for  George  Lauder,  reftor  of  Ifield  and  Nut« 
ted,  obt.  Ap.  26,  1 720,  and  thefc  not  inelegant  lines— 

Scotia  me  genuit,  docuif,  facraque  cathedra, 

Et  chara  ornavit  conjuge,  prole,  lare. 

Anglia  proftrato  miferata,  lavavit,  et  almo 
Sufcipicns  gremio  fovit,  et  ofl'a  tenet. 

Within  the  rails,  a memorial  for  Mr.  Nicholas  Child,  gent.  lord, 
of  this  manor,  at  whofe  coft  and  charge  chiefly  this  church  was 
repaired  and  beautified,  obt.  1638.  In  the  eaft  window  are  the 
arms  of  Garrard,  with  quarterings,  over  all  a crefeent,  gules,  be-  | 
ing  thofe  of  Sir  John  Garrard,  lord  mayor  in  queen  Elizabeth’s 
reign,  and  they  are  likewife  in  the  windows  of  Ifield-court,  in 
Northfleet. 

This  is  a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of 
the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  26I.  10s.  the  yearly 

. 

* MSS.  pedigree  of  Toke.  Harris’s  Hift.  Kent,  p.  162. 
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tenths  being  8s.  Sdi..  It  is  a re£tory,  lately  in  the 
patronage  ot  Thomas  Chiffinch,  efq.  of  Northfleet, 
who  i'ome  years  ago,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Henry  Ed- 
meads,  gent,  the  prefent  patron  of  it.  This  reftory 
has  been  augmented  jointly  with  that  of  Northfleet, 


CHURCH  OF  IFIELD. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  lo/iom  lirefented. 
Thomas  Chiffinch^  efq 


Henry  Fdtneads,  efq. 


RECTORS. 

George  Kellie^  1687. 

Nicholas  Litixane^  i6g6. 
folm  Gordo?!.,  1 704. 

Geofj^e  Lauder,  1707,  obt,  Ap, 
26,  I 720. ‘ 

Humphrey  Tayler,  i 720,  ob.  Dec. 
12,  1732/ 

Willi  a?nCref'u)ell,  1732. 

John  Lattdon,  h.lA.  oh.  1778.' 
Wm.  Crakelt,  A.M.  1778.  Pre- 
fent reftor."* 


i Alfo  reAor  of  Nurfted.  He  lies  1 And  rector  of  Nutfted. 
buried  in  this  church.  And  vicar  ot  Chalk. 

k lb.  He  lies  buriedJ-n  Darent  ch.  * 

t. 

NUTSTED. 

ADJOINING  to  the  eaftern  boundary  of  North- 
fleet  fouthward,  lies  Nutfted,  written  in  Domefday, 
Notefiede,  and  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  Hnutjlede, 
and  at  this  time  commonly  called  Nurjied. 

Nutsted  is  a fmall  parifh,  being  not  quite  a mile 
in  extent  each  way.  It  lies  moll  of  it  on  high 
' ground,  and  has  a great  variety  of  foils,  having  in  it 
arable,  orchard,  and  hop  ground,  and  fome  wood- 
land towards  the  north  boundary  of  it,  next  to  North- 
fleet  parifh;  it  joins  to  Meopham  fouthward.  There 
are  but  five  houfes  in  it,  viz.  Nurfted-coUrt,  Nurfted- 
hill  farm,  at  the  weft  end  of  the  parifli,  belonging  to 
Mr.  John  Colyerof  Southfleet;  Copthall,  at  the  eaft 
end;  and  two  cottages.  It  is  a place  not  much  fre- 
quented, and  is  therefore  but  little  known. 
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At  the  time  of  taking  the  general  furvey  of  Domef- 
cUy,  Nutfted  was  part  of  the  vaft  pofleffions  of  Odo, 
the  great  bifliop  of  Baieux,  and  half  brother  to  the 
Conqueror,  and  it  is  accordingly  defcribed  in  it,  un- 
der the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands,  as  follows ; 

War dard  holds  Notejtede  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux), 
It  was  taxed  for  two  fulings.  7 he  arable  land  is  two 
carucaies.  In  demefne  there  is  one,  and  there  are  four 
borderers,  and  a church,  and  four  fervants,  and  wood 
for  the  pannage  of  three  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  Confe[jor  it  zvas  worth  four  pounds,  zvhen  he 
received  it  three  pounds,  nozv  five  pounds.  Ulfian  held 
it  of  king  Edward. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bilhop  Odo,  in  the  year  1083, 
this  place  moft  probably  efcheated  to  the  crown. 

In  the  13th  year  of  king  John,  Nutftede  was  held, 
as  one  knight’s  fee,  of  the  barony  of  Arfic,  being  part 
of  thofe  lands  affigned  for  the  defence  of  Dover  caflile, 
which  lands  were  again  held  of  the  king  by  barony, 
as  of  his  caftle  of  Dover,  to  which  the  tenant  of  Nut- 
fled  was  bound  to  perform  ward."  After  this.  Nut- 
lied  came  into  the  pofleffion  of  the  family  of  De 
Gravefend,  one  of  whom.  Sir  Stephen  De  Gravefend, 
was  owner  of  it  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  1.  and 
in  the  26th  year  of  that  reign  accompanied  the  king 
to  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scotland,  and  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  taking  of  that  llrong  fortrefs.  Before 
which  year,  Richard  de  Gravefend,  who  was  made 
bilhop  of  London,  in  1280,  appears  to  have  pof- 
felTed  this  manor,  for  he  obtained  a charter  of  free 
warren  to  it  in  the  27th  year  of  the  above  reign  ; he 
died  at  Fulham,  in  1303,  and  was  buried  in  his  own 
cathedral.  He  was  fucceeded  by  bis  nephew  and 
heir,  Stephen  de  Gravefend,  who  was  alfo,  in  1318, 
made  bithop  of  London  he  died  poflefled  of  it  in 

" Lib.  Ruhr,  Scacc.  f.  197.  Philipot,  p.  257. 

**  Newcourt’s  Report,  vol.  i.  p.  18.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an. 
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the  1 2th  of  king  Edward  III.  and  was  buried  in  his 
own  cathedral  likewife.  His  kinfman,  Sir  Thomas  de 
Gravefend  became  his  heir  in  this  manor,  and  paid 
aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  one 
knights  fee,  which  the  bilhop  of  London  before  held 
in  Nutfted,  He  died  in  the  49th  year  of  the  above 
reign,  but  it  feems  he  was  not  then  poflefled  of  the 
whole  of  this  eftate,  for  Sir  John  de  Beaumont,  or 
De  hello  Monte^  as  this  family  was  called  in  Latin, 
had  fome  (hare  in  it.  After  both  thefe  names  were 
extind  here,  this  manor  came  into  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Frowicks,  in  which  it  continued  till  Thomas 
Frowick,  by  a fine,  levied  in  the  38th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  conveyed  it  to  Hugh  Brent,  in  whofe  de- 
fcendants  it  continued  until  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
and  then  it  was  alienated  to  John  Marten,  whofe  de- 
fcendant,  William,  dying  without  ifTue  male,  his  two 
daughters  and  coheirs,  Alice  and  Margaret,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  married  John  Middleton,  and  the  lat- 
ter John  Rogers,  entitled  their  refpedive  hufbands 
to  this  manor.  John  Middleton  alienated  his  moiety 
to  William  Sedley,  efq.  of  Southfleet,  fheriff  of  this 
county  in  the  ifb  year  of  king  Edward  VI.  whole 
grandfon,  William  Sedley,  of  the  Friers,  in  Aylesford, 
was  afterwards  created  a baronet  in  1611."’  He  pur- 
chafed  the  other  moiety  of  this  manor  in  the  20th 
year  of  king  James  I.  of  George  Rogers,  M.  D.  (a 
defcendant  of  John  Rogers  before  mentioned)  and 
Elizabeth  Weflon  his  wife,  and  fo  became  pofTefled 
of  the  whole  fee  of  it.'*  His  fon.  Sir  John  Sedley,  bart. 
in  1631,  conveyed  this  manor  to  the  truftees  of  John 
Adye,  efq.  of  Doddington,  who  died  in  1660.  His 
grandfon,  James,  fon  of  Edward  Adye,  efq.  of  Bar- 
ham, in  this  county,  afterwards  became  entitled  to 
the  inheritance  of  it,  but  dying  unmarried,  he  left  hiil 

**  See  more  of  this  family,  under  Southfleet  and  Ayiesford. 

^ This  account  is  moftly  taken  from  the  title  deede. 
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four  fifters  his  coheirs,  S.ufannah  married  to  Ruifh 
Wentworth,  efq.  Elizabeth  married  to  William  Hu- 
geffen,  efq.  of  Provender  in  Norton;  Dorothy;  and 
Rofamond  married  to  George  Elcock,  efq.  of  Bar- 
ham ; and  on  the  partition  of  his  eftates  among  them, 
Elizabeth  entitled  her  hufband,  William  Hugeffen, 
to  this  manor.  He  had  by  her  three  fons,  William, 
who  was  of  Provender;  John,  who  was  afterwards  of 
Stodmarfli;  and  Edward. 

William  Hugeffen,  efq.  by  fettlement,  gave  one 
moiety  of  this  manor,  with  Nutfted-court  and  the 
advowfon,  to  his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  fettled  it  on 
their  youngeft  fon,  Edward,  in  fee,  and  he  dying  with- 
out iffue  and  inteftate,  his  moiety  became  veiled  in 
his  two  brothers,  William  and  John,  who  were  be- 
fore entitled,  as  heirs  in  gavelkind,  to  the  other  moie- 
ty of  thefe  premifes  on  their  father’s  death  ; the  for- 
mer of  whom,  about  1731,  conveyed  his  intereft  in 
them  to  his  brother  John,  who  became  thereby  pof- 
feffed  of  the  entire  fee  of  this  manor,  eftate,  and  ad- 
vowfon. 

John  Hugeffen,  efq.  of  StodmarHi-court,  by  his 
fecond  whfe,  Amy,  daughter  of  William  Courthope, 
efq.  of  Stodmarfh,  had  two  fons,  William,  now^  of 
Stodmarfh,  efquire;  and  John,  fince  decealedj  and 
two  daughters,  Amy  and  Elizabeth;  he,  together 
with  Amy  his  wife,  William  and  John,  his  fons,  and 
Amy  and  Elizabeth,  his  two  daughters,  as  parties  to 
the  deed,  fettled  this  eftate,  in  1759,  fecond 

fon  John,  who  on  his  father’s  death  pofl'effed  it,^  and 
in  1767,  conveyed  the  whole  fee  of  it  to  Mr.  Henry 
Edmeads,  the  prefent  poffeflbr  of  them,  who  now^  re- 
fides  here. 

, Adjoining  to  the  Court-lodge,  at  the  weft  end, 
are  the  ruins  of  an  old  chapel. 

See  more  of  the  Hugeflens,  under  Provender,  in  Norton, 
ana  Stodmarfli.  , 

There 
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There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Nutsted  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefetind  deanry  q{  Rochefter. 

The  church,  which  ftands  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  fouthward  from  Nutfted-court,  is  a fmall  build- 
ing, with  a fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end  of  it.  It  is 
dedicated  to  St.  Mildred. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing : In  die  chancel^  in  the  north  wall,  a monument  with  the  armS 
of  Wentworth,  a mullet  for  difference,  impaling  Adye,  for  Su- 
fan,  wife  of  Ruifli  Wentworth,  efq.  lifter  of  James  Adye,  of 
Barham,  obt.  168  r.  An  infcrlption  for  Richard  Wentworth^ 
efq.  above  mentioned,  obt.  1686,  leaving  an  only  daughter  and 
heir.  A mural  monument  for  John  Adye,  efq.  of  Dodington, 
who  had  by  Elizabeth  his  firft  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Waller, 
efq.  of  Beaconsfield,  three  fons  and  four  daughters;  and  by  hii 
fecond  wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  Solomon  Cole,  efq.  (who  lies 
buried  at  Dodington)  two  fons  and  two  daughters,  obt.  1660.  Au 
infeription  for  Nicholas  Cragg,  re<ftor  of  this  church.’ 

Ill  an  antient  valuation  of  the  churches  in  this 
diocefe,  taken  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
this  church  of  Nutfted  was  valued  at  one  hundred 
fliillings.  In  the  furvey  of  ecclcfiaftical  livings  with- 
in this  diocefe,  taken  in  1630,  it  was  returned,  that 
there  was  in  this  parilh  a parfonage  prefentative^ 
worth  thirty-five  pounds  per  annum,  Mr.  Adye,  pa- 
tron, and  Mr.  Jones  incumbent,  placed  there  by  the 
committee  of  plundered  minifters.*  This  redtory  is 
a difeharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of  the  clear 
yearly  certified  value  of  30I.  the  yearly  tenths  being 
9s.  6d.  This  redlory  was  augmented,  about  twenty 
years  ago,  jointly  with  Ifield,  with  200I.  from  queen 
Anne’s  bounty,  and  the  like  fum  from  the  Boteler  fa- 
mily, which  money  was  laid  out  in  the  purchafe  of 
lands,  &c.  at  Nalh-ftreet,  adjoining  to  this  parilh, 
though  within  that  of  Northfleet.  The  advowfon  of 
this  redlory  has  always  been  appendant  to  the  manor 
of  Nutfted,  and  continues  fo  at  this  time. 

* See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  at  latge, 
in  Regift.  Roff.  p.  778.  * Pari.  Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  vol.  xix. 
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fame.  Befides,  it  has  been  frequently  found,  that 
when  one  of  thefe  kings  gave  a fniall  parcel  of  land 
in  a parlfh  or  manor,  in  the  Saxon  codocils,  he  has 
been  recorded  as  having  given  the  whole  of  it.  Soon 
after  this  the  church’s  pofTeflions  were  further  in- 
creafed  here;  for  whilft  ^Elfftane  was  bifhop  of  Ro- 
chefter,  who  came  to  the  fee  in  ’945,  and  died  in 
984,  one  Birtrick,  a rich  and  powerful  man,  who  then 
refided  here,  devifed,  w'ith  the  confent  of  Elfsw'ithe 
his  wife,  his  land  at  Meopham,  by  his  laft  teftament, 
a moft  curious  record  of  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  times,  to 
Chrift  cnurch,  Canterbury,  together  with  fixty  marcs 
of  gold,  thirty  to  the  bilhop  and  thirty  to  the  con- 
vent; and  one  necklace  of  twenty  marcs  and  two  cups 
of  filver.  The  original  is  in  the  Saxon  language,  and 
is  inferted,  with  a Latin  interpretation  of  it,  both  in 
Lambarde  and  in  the  Regiftrum  Roffenfe,'*  and  by 
Dr.  Hickes,  in  his  DifTertatio  Epiftolaiis,  at  the  end 
of  his  Thefaurus,  with  his  notes  and  remarks  on  it ; 
ty  it  the  aptierit  form  and  phrafes  of  a teftament  may 
be  known,  and  it  may  be  obferved  by  it — that  the 
hulband  and  wife  joined  in  making  their  teftaments ; 
that  lands  were  devifable  by  teftament  in  old  time ; 
and  by  what  words  eftates  of  inheritance  were  wont 
to  be  created;  that  the  lord’s  confent  was  thought 
requifite  to  the  teftament  of  the  tenant,  and  that  it 
was  procured  by  the  gift  of  a heriot,  which,  as  Bracr 
ton  fays,  was  done  at  firft,  Magis  de  gratia  quam  de 
jure:  and  laftly,  what  weapons,  jewels,  and  ornaments, 
were  then  worn  and  in  ule. 

Meopham  remained  among  the  pofTeflions  of 
Chrift  church,  at  the  confecration  of  archbilbop  Lan- 
franc,  in  the  4th  year  of  William  the  Conqueror’s 
reign ; who,  when  he  feparated  the  manors  and  lands 
belonging  to  his  church,  allotted  this  manor  to  the 
monks  for  their  fubfiftance,  cloathing,  and  other  ne- 

^ Lambarde’s  Peramb.  p.  540.  Regift.  Rolf.  p.  26,  no,  m. 
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ceflary  ufes ; and  It  is  accordingly  thus  entered  in 
the  record  of  Domefday,  under  the  general  title  of 
land  of  the  monks  of  the  archbifliop. 

^he  archbijhop  htmfelf  holds  Mepebam.  It  zvas  taxed 
in  the  time  of  king  Edivard  the  ConfeJJbr  for  ten  fulinSy 
now  for  [even.  Hhe  arable  land  is  30  carucates.  In 
demefne  there  are  four  y and  25  villeins , zvith  feventy  one 
border ersy  having  2 5 carucates.  ^'here  is  a churchy  and 
1 7 fervantSy  and  1 6 acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for  the 
pannage  of  10  hogs.  In  the  whole  value y in  the  time  of 
king  Edwardy  it  zvas  zvorth  1 5 pounds  and  1 o JloillingSy 
now  26  pounds.  Richard  de  Honebridge  has  in  his  lozvy 
vjhat  is  worth  1 8 Jhillings  and ftxpence.  wd  for  the 
pannage  of  zo  hogs. 

This  manor  was  De  cibo  monachorumy  that  is,  to 
the  ufe  of  their  refeftory.®  In  the  year  1306,  anno 
35  king  Edward  I.  Henry  Prior  and  the  chapter  of 
Chrift  church,  Canterbury,  releafed  to  their  homa- 
gers and  tenants  of  Mepham  certain  cuftoms  and 
lervices  for  an  annual  rent,  to  be  paid  yearly  to  them 
within  the  manor  of  Mepham. 

King  Edward  II.  by  his  letters  patent,  in  his  loth 
year,  granted  to  the  prior  and  convent  free  warren 
for  themfelves  and  their  fuccelfors,  in  all  their  de- 
mefne lands  in  Meopham.  King  Henry  VI.  in  his 
2:;th  year,  granted  to  them  a market  at  Meopham 
weekly,  on  a Saturday  j and  one  yearly  fair,  on  tho 
feaft  of  the  kpoflles  St.  Peter  and  Sf.  Paul.*^ 

The  manor  of  Meopham  continued  part  of  the 
polTefiions  of  the  priory  of  Chrift  church  till  the  dif- 
folution  of  it  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  to 
whom  it  was,  together  with  all  the  lands  and  pofleflions 
belonging  to  it,  given  by  the  general  words  of  the  aft, 

* Somner’s  Canterbury,  by  Battely,  Append,  p.  50. 

^ Regift.  Eccl.  Chrifti,  Cant.  Cart.  134.  Rot.  Cart.  10  king 
Edward  II.  No.  60.  Ibid,  anno  2^5  and  26  Henry  VI,  No.  30. 
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pailed  that  year  for  this  purpofe,  but  it  did  not  re- 
main long  In  the  crown,  for  king  Henry  fettled  It, 
among  other  lands,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his 
33d  year,  on  his  new  eredled  dean  and  chapter  of 
Canterbury,  part  of  whofe  poflelTions  it  now  remains. 
On  the  abolilliing  of  deans  and  chapters,  in  1649,  after 
the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  their  manors  and  lands 
were  ordered,  by  the  powers  then  in  being,  to  be  fur- 
veyed,  as  a fecurity  for  certain  fums  of  money  to  be 
borrowed  on  them,  to  fupply  .the  necefliries  of  the 
ftate;  and  in  1650,  another  ordinance  pafled  for  the 
fale  of  them,  to  difcharge  thofe  fums  and  other  pur- 
pofes  therein  mentioned.  In  confequence  of  the  for- 
mer, the  manor  and  redory  of  Meopham,  belonging 
to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury,  were  furveyed 
in  March  1649,  when  it  was  returned,  that  the  tidies 
of  corn  and  blade,  within  the  manor  of  Meopham, 
cftimated,  coibs  amiisy  at  1 20I.  were,  with  their  appur- 
tenances, let  by  the  late  dean  and  chapter,  in  1630,  to 
Francis  Courthop  and  Nicholas  Barham,  and  alfo  the 
icite,  court-lodge,  and  demefnes  of  their  manor  of 
Meopham,  and  all  houfes,  barns,  lands,  &c,  and  other 
emoluments,  parcel  of  the  demefnes,  and  parfonage, 
and  one  acre  of  land  near  the  parifh  church  of  Meo- 
pham, and  the  woods  and  underwoods  of  the  manor, 
containing  fifty- five  acres,  excepting  all  rents  of  aflize, 
, courts,  and  law  days,  and  other  royalties  of  the  manor, 
to  hold  during  the  lives  of  Anne  Courthope  and  Bar- 
ham Hallin,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3 61.  and  for  enter- 
tainment money  to  the  receiver,  2I.  yearly,  and  the 
further  fum  of  lool.  every  feventh  year  j which  pre- 
mifes  were  worth  befides,  the  improved  value  of  222I. 
1 6s.  6d.  and  that  the  leflee  was  bound  to  repair  the 
buildings  and  the  chancel  of  the  parifh  church.^ 

At  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  and  the  re- 
cftablilhment  both  of  church  and  ftate,  the  deans  and 

* Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 
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chapters  refumed  their  former  poflefTions,  from  which 
time  the  fcite,  court-lodge,  demefnes,  wood,  See.  above 
mentioned,  have  continued  from  time  to  time  in  leaie 
from  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury. 

But  the  manor  of  Meopham  itfelf,  with  the  rents  of 
aflize,  courts,  law  days,  and  other  royalties  belonging 
to  it,  ftill  continues  in  their  own  pofleffion.  There  is  a 
court  leet  and  court  baron  held  for  this  manor. 

John  Haitlelin  or  Hafling,  as  the  name  was  after- 
wards fpelt,  w'as  tenant  of  the  Court-lodge,  with  the 
demefnes,  confifting  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and 
the  parfonage,  confifting  of  the  tithes  of  eleven  hun- 
dred acres  and  upwards  of  land,  at  the  dilTolution  of 
the  priory  of  Chrift  church,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  30I. 
6s.  8d.  and  refided  at  the  court  lodge;  his  delcendants, 
who  bore  for  their  arms.  Gules,  cifejs  embattled  ermine, 
between  three  talbots  or, ^ conimMtd  leflfees  of  it  under 
the  dean  and  chapter  for  feveral  years;  but  at  length, 
•foon  after  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  it  was  in 
the  name  of  Johnfon,  after  which  it  came  into  that  of 
Chriftmas,  and  then  of  Spratt;  but  in  1724,  it  was  in 
the  poffeflion  of  Mr.  John  Market,  whole  fon  of  the 
fame  name  rebuilt  the  Court  lodge;  he  married  Anne, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Hooker,  efq.  of  Tun- 
bridge, by  whom  he  has  feveral  children.  He  is  the 
prefent  lelfee,  and  now  refides  here. 

The  MANOR  of  Dodmore  lies  in  thisparifli,  an 
was,  in  very  early  times,  in  the  polTeflion  of  the  noble 
and  knighdy  family  of  Huntingfield.  Sir  Peter  de 
Huntingfield  was  Iheriff  of  this  county  feveral  times 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  and  was  knighted  by 
that  prince  at  the  fiege  of  Carlaverock,  in  Scotland. 
He  died  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Edward  II.  and  was 
fucceeded  in  this  manor  by  his  fon  and  heir,  Sir  W al- 
ter de  Huntingfield,^  who  by  deed,  without  any  date 

/ 

Vifitation  of  the  County  of  Kent,  i6ig.  Pedigree,  Hailing. 

' See  more  of  this  family,  under  Weft  Wickham,  vol.  ii.  p.'  31. 
Philipott,  p.  235. 
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affixed  to  it,  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  John  Smith, 
and  he,  in  the  47th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  aliena- 
ted his  interefl  in  it  to  Richard  Idlcigh  of  Idlcigh,  in 
Afli  near  Wrotham,  from  whom  thofe  of  this  name  at 
Eafture  in  Chilham,  and  Rolling  in  Goodneftone,  were 
defcended  j they  bore  for  their  arms.  An  eagle  difplayed 
with  two  necks  j as  appears  by  the  deed  of  J.  de  Idleigh, 
of  Affi,  with  his  feal  appendant  to  it,  anno  43  king 
Edward  III.  in  the  Surrenden  library. 

Who  were  the  owners  of  Dodmore  from  this  time 
to  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  I do  not  find,  but  it 
was  then  in  the  polTeffion  of  Thomas  Cavendiffi,  elq. 
of  the  king’s  exchequer,  who  by  Alice,  his  firfl  wife, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  John  Smith,  efq.  of  Podbrook- 
hall,  in  Suffolk,  had  three  fons  and  one  daughter  j of 
the  fons,  William  (the  fecond)  was  anceftor  to  the 
prefent  duke  of  Devonfhire.  He  died  poffeffed  of 
this  manor  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  and 
by  his  will,  devifed  all  his  lands  and  tenements  in  the 
county  of  Kent  to  his  wife  Agnes,  who  furvived  him, 
to  fell  for  certain  purpofes  therein  mentioned.  This 
manor  was  accordingly  fold  to  Henry  I'aylor,  from 
whom  it  defcended  to  John  Taylor,  who  married  Ju- 
dith, daughter  of  Robert  Quintin,  alias  Oliver,  of  Ley- 
borne,  in  this  county.'^  He  alienated  it  about  the  mid- 
dle of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  to  John  Giffard,  who 
quickly  after  conveyed  it  to  Walter  Powree,  of  Brench- 
ley,  from  whom  it  was  conveyed  to  Henry  Collins, 
and  he,  in  1603,  alienated  his  interefl  in  it  to  Walter 
Kipping,  gent,  of  Kipping’s-crofs,  in  Tudeley.  He 
left  two  daughters  his  coheirs,  of  whom  Dorothy,  the 
cldefl,  was  married  to  Edward  Darell,  efq.  fecond  fon 
of  Sir  Robert  Darell,  of  Cale-hill ; and  Anne  to  Mr. 
James  Darrell,  fourth  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Darrell  above 
mentioned i and  after  his  death,  to  Thomas  Henffiaw, 
efq.  of  Kenfington.  On  the  divifion  of  their  inheri- 

^ Vifitation  of  the  County  ot  Kent,  1619.  Pedigree  of  Oliver. 
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tance,  Dodmore  was  included  in  that  lhare  allotted  to 
Edward  Darrell.  It  afterwards  came  into  the  polTef- 
fion  ot  Mr.  George  Lattenden,  of  Frinclfbury,  who  at 
his  death  devifed  it  by  will  to  Mr.  Thomas  Elliot, 
and  he  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr  of  it. 

There  is  a court  baron  now  held  for  this  manor. 

Dean-court  is  an  eftate  here,  which  was  formerly 
part  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  great  and  opulent  family 
of  Twitham.'  Alan  de  Twitham  was  among  thofe 
Kentifh  gentlemen  who  were  with  king  Richard  I.  at 
the  fiege  of  Aeon,  in  Paleftine.  His  defeendant,  Ber- 
tram de  Twitham,  held  this  eftate  at  his  death,  in  the 
3d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  Alanus  de  I'witham  died 
pofTefted  of  it  in  the  25th  year  of  that  reign,  as  did  his 
fon  Theobald,  in  the  4th  year  of  king  Richard  II. 
He  died  without  male  ifiue,  leaving.  Maud,  his  only 
daughter,  heir  to  his  large  pofleftions  in  this  county,  all 
which  fhe  carried  in  marriage  to  Simon  Septvans,  of 
Chequer  in  Afli,  by  Sandwich,  a younger  branch  of 
thofe  of  Milton  Septvans,  near  Canterbury,  called  in 
antient  Latin  deeds,  Defeptem  Vannis.  He  had  by  her 
Sir  William  Septvans,  whofe  fon,  John  Septvans,  efq. 
by  Conftance,  his  wife,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas 
Ellys,  of  Sandwich,  left  three  fons;  John,  to  whom  he 
gave  Hells,  Twitham,  Chilton,  and  Mollands,  in  Afh, 
with  other  lands  in  this  county ; Thomas,  who  had 
this  eftate  of  Dean  court,  with  other  lands;  and  Gil- 
bert, who  had  this  manor  of  Chequer  in  Afh,  above 
mentioned ; from  the  poftefllon  of  which  this  family 
was  feme  time  called  At-Chequer,  as  it  was  afterwards 
Harfleet,  from  fome  eminent  fervice  performed  by 
Gilbert  Septvans,  alias  At-Chequer,  at  the  town  of 
that  name  in  Normandy,  under  king  Henry  V.  which 
name  of  Harfleet  became  afterwards  hereditary  to  all 
the  defendants  of  this  family,  as  well  in  a dired  line 
from  him,  gs  collateral.  At  firft  they  were  filled  Har-  ' 


[ See  Afli  near  Sandwich. 
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fleet,  alias  Septvans,  bur  in  procefs  of  time  their  firlt  f 
and  more  antient  name  of  Septvans  was  dropped,  and 
they  were  called  by  that  of  Harfleet  only.  i 

Dean-court  continued  in  the  defcendants  of  Thomas  | 
Septvans,  alias  Harfleet  above  mentioned,  till  the  reign  i 
of  king  Charles  I.  when  Thomas  Harfleet  conveyed 
it  by  fale,  together  with  another  eftate,  called  Ham,  in 
this  pari flVto  Francis  Twyfden,  fifth  fon  of  Sir  Williarrii 
Twyfden,  bart.  of  Eaft  Peckham,  in  this  county.  He 
cliedpofleflTed  of  thefe  eftates  unmarried,  in  1675, 
by  his  will  gave  them  to  his  nephew.  Sir  Wm.  Twyf-  , 
den,  bart.  of  Eaft  Peckham,  who  died  pofTefled  of  them 
in  1697,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  fecond,  but  eldeft  , 
furviving  fon  and  heir.  Sir  Thomas  Twyfden,  bart. 
who  alienated  Dean-court  and  Ham  to  Samuel  At- 
wood, clerk,  who  gave  them  by  his  will,  in  1735,  to 
Elizabeth  Hodfoll,  and  fhe  again  gave  them  by  her 
will  to  her  niece,  married  to  Richard  Gee,  efq.  of  Or- 
pington, who  died  in  1791,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
eldeft  fon,  Richard  Gee,  efq.  who  has  fince  taken  the 
name  of  Carew,  and  is  the  prefent  owner  of  theft 
eftates.™ 

CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Marki.and  gave  by  will,  in  1666,  to  twenty  poor  per- 
fons  of  this  parilh,  not  taking  alms,  2s.  each,  and  20s.  to  the  mi- 
nilfer,  to  preach  a fermon  on  New  Year’s  day,  chargeable  on 
land  in  Meopham,  vefted  in  Mrs.  Catherine  Smith,  of  Eait  Mai- 
ling, widow,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  I os. 
yearly,  charged  on  a inelTuage  in  Wouldham,  vefted  in  John  Tay- 
ler,  of  Barham,  and  of  that  annual  produce. 

Meopham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  z.  pe- 
culiar of  the  archbifliop,  is  within  the  deanry  of  Shore- 
ham.  The  church,  which  is  a large  handfome  build- 
ing, with  a fquare  tower  at  the  weft  end,  is  dedicated 
to  St.  John  Baptift, 

® See  Orpington,  vol.  ii,  p.  1 1 7. 

Among 


5^5 


meopham. 

^ Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing : In  the  chancel,  a memorial  for  Henry  HaHin,  efq.  of  Meo- 
pham  who  married  Mary  daughter  of  Sir  George  Courthope, 
of  W ileigh,  m SutTex,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  had  two  fons 
and  one  daughter,  obt.  1658;  a brafs  plate  for  John  Follham, 
yicar  here,  obt.  June  13,  1455.  the  north  fide  of  the  chancel 
IS  an  antient  Itone,  with  Sa.xon  letters  cut  round  the  edge  but 
without  any  reference  to  fhew  the  perfon  buried  under  it’  h 
the  nave,  a ftone  for  Chriftopher  Copland,  vicar  here  thirty-feven 
years,  ob.  12  Cal.  June,  1707. 

Within  the  memory  of  feveral  antient  people  of  this  parifh. 
fome  of  the  bells  of  this  church  being  to  be  new  caft,  ana  there 
being  wanting  a fufficient  quantity  of  metal  to  do  it,  fome  perfons 
tore  off  the  brafs  infcriptions  from  the  ftones  in  this  church,  ex- 
cept that  of  Follham  above  mentioned,  and  threw  them  into  the 
heating  metal,  to  add  to  its  quantity. 


, ^ Simon  Meopham,  defied  ardiblfhop  of  Canterbury 
in  1327,  was  born  here.  He  rebuilt  this  church, 

' which  was  repaired  by  archbifhop  Courtney  about  fe- 
venty  years  afterwards,  who  annexed  to  it  four  new 
dms  houfes  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor." 

This  church  was  always  efleemed  as  an  appendai^e 
i to  the  manor  of  Meopham,  in  which  ftate  it  continued 
1 till  the  diffolution  of  the  priory  of  Chrift  church,  in 
i the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  toge- 
: ther  with  the  reft  of  the  poflenions  of  the  priory,  fur- 
: rendered  into  the  king’s  hands  j who,  by  his  donation 
I charter,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  this  manor,  the  rec- 
( tory,  and  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  this  church, 

! among  other  premifes,  on  his  new  founded  dean  and 
I chapter  of  Chrift  church,  Canterbury,  with  whom  the 
j inheritance  of  the  redlory  or  parfonage  ftill  remains, 
the  prefent  leflee  of  it  being  John  Market,  efq.  of  this 
parifh.  But  the  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  was  foon  af- 
terwards conveyed  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
and  His  Grace  the  archbifhop  ftill  continues  at  this 
time  patron  of  it.  ' 

Archbifhop  Richard,  Becket’s  immediate  fucceflbr, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  IT.  is  faid  to  have  appro-' 


* Weever,  p.  331.  Somner’s  Canterbury,  by  Battely,  p.-U2. 
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priated  this  church  to  the  life  of  the  almonry  of  the  ■ 
priory  of  Chrift  church,  but  this  appropriation  docs  | 
not  feem  to  have  taken  place,  for  in  the  8th  year  of  i 
king  Richard  II.  the  portion  paid  from  this  church  to  '| 
the  almonry  was  the  yearly  grofs  fum  of  61.  13s.  4d.'.! 
at  which  time  it  was  not  appropriated,  as  appears  by  .• , 
the  certificate  given  in  to  the  abbot  of  St.  Auguftine’s, ,! 
appointed  by  the  king’s  letters  patent  colledtor  of  thec| 
half  tenth,  then  granted  to  the  king  by  the  clergy,  ,| 
when  this  church  was  taxed  at  26I.  8d. 

King  Richard  II.  was  a great  benefaflor  to  the  pri-  I 
ory  of  Chrift  church  5°  and  among  other  marks  of  his  ^ 
favour,  in  the  9th  year  of  his  reign,  he  gave  licence  to  '' 
the  monks  to  appropriate  the  churches  of  Meopham’  i 
and  Godmerfham  to  their  own  ufe.  Accordingly  . j 
William  Courtne)^  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  appro-  l 
priated  this  church  to  them,  and  moft  probably  to  that  -| 
of  their  almonry,  in  compliance  with  the  intention  of  J 
his  predeceflbr.  | 

In  an  antient  valuation  of  the  churches  in  this  dio-  ■ 
cefe,  made  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the: 
church  of  Meopham  is  valued  at  forty  marcs.’’  On  the  ■ 
fequeftration  of  the  pofleftions  of  deans  and  chapters,  ,| 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  the  manor  and  rec-  - 
tory  of  Meopham  were  furveyed  in  1649,  by  order  of 
the  ftate,  an  account  of  which  has  already  been  given 
above ; and  in  1650,  there  was  another  furvey  taken,  in 
which  it  was  returned,  that  Meopham  was  a vicarage 
prefentative,  worth  50I.  per  annum,  Mr.  Gibbon  then  . 
incumbent,  in  the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  Pigget,  then 
fequeftered  ; that  there  was  a penfion  of  5I.  6s.  8d. 
per  annum,  paid  by  the  late  dean  and  chapter  of  Can- 
terbury, who  had  the  impropriation,  worth  1 20I.  per 
annum,  let  on  leafe  to  Mr.  Henry  Haflin.  This  vi- 
carage is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  16I.  3s.  4d. 
and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  2s.  4d.’ 

“ Somner’s  Canterbury,  by  Battely,  part  ii.  Preface,  p.  6. 

^ Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  Ed.  Thef.  p.  387. 
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The  vicar  of  Meopham  receives  all  manner  of  tithes, 
except  corn,  and  enjoys  an  augmentation  of  thirty 
pounds  per  annum,  paid  by  the  leflee  of  the  parfona^e, 
and  the  annual  penfion  of  5I.  6s.  8d.  from  the  d?aii 
and  chapter. 

CHURCH  OF  MEOPHAM. 


PATRONS,  t 
Or  hy  'ivhom  prefented. 

The  Prior  and  Convent  of  Chrijl 
church 

Archbifop  of  Canterbury 


VICARS. 

JoImFollham,  ob.Junei3, 1455*'' 
Hugo  Saunders, O.Ii.  about  1501.’ 

Pigget,  in  1649/ 

Chrifopher  Copland,  1670,  obt. 
May  21,  1707.'* 

i763»»'e/ig.  1770. 
John  Tatham,  i 770, refig. i 78  c.'» 

Phillips,  1785. 

John  S medley,  Prefent vi- 

car. 


r He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

* He  was  called  Hugo  Saunders, 
alias  Shakefpear,  and  was  principal  of 
St-  Aiban’s-hall,  in  Oxford,  being  a 
man,  ftyled  in  the  univerfity  regillers, 
yir  literii  et  v'lrtute  ferceUbrii,  Wood’s 
Ath,  vol.  i.  Fafii,  p.  3.  See  his  other 


prefemients,  Newc.Rep.  vol.  i.p.  ijg. 
He  died  in  1537.  Ibid. 

t He  was  then  fequellered  by  the 
committee  for  plundered  minifter's. 

“ He  lies  buried  in  the  body  of  this 
church. 

w He  refigned  this  for  the  rc(aory 
of  Le.xden,  in  Efle-x. 


LUDDESDON. 

ADJOINING  to  Meopham,  eaftward,  lies  Lud- 
defdon,  commonly  called  Luddefdozvn.  In  the  Textus 
Roffenfis  it  is  written  Hlndefdune,'  and  in  Domefday, 
L'cdefdune.  This  place  takes  it  name  from  the  two 
Saxon  words,  leod  populouSy  and  dune  collis,  i.  e.  the 
peopled  hill,  alluding  to  its  fituation  in  this  hilly  country. 

Luddesdon  is  a Imall  parifh, lying  upon  high  ground, 
among  the  hills ; it  is  about  two  miles  in  length,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  not  one  in  breadth j the  foil  is  but 
poor  and  very  ftony.  There  are  two  villages,  one 

* Text.  Roff.  p.  229.  Philipott,  p. -398. 
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called  Luddefdon-ftreet,  near  the  northern  bounds  of 
the  parilh,  near  which  is  the  eftate,  called  Little  Buck- 
land,  and  the  hamlet  of  Sall-ftreet ; the  other,  called 
like  wife  Luddefdon,  near  the  fouthern  bounds,  in 
which  is  the  church,  and  not  far  diftant  the  manor  of 
South  Buckland.  It  is  but  an  obfcure  place,  but  little 
frequented  or  known,  and  would  have  been  lefs  fo, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  reputable  fchool  kept  in  it  fome 
years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thornton,  redor  of  this' 
parilh,  which  occafioned  it  to  be  reforted  to  by  moll 
of  the  gentry  of  this  part  of  the  county,  whofe  fons 
were  educated  in  it. 

Luddesdon  was  part  of  thole  extenlive  polfelTions 
with  which  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half 
brother  Odo,  the  great  bilhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of 
Kent,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus 
entered  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  in  the 
year  1080,  being  the  15th  of  the  Conqueror’s  reign. 

The  fame  Ralph  (hitz  Tiirold)  holds  Ledefdune  of 
the  bifiwp.  It  zvas  taxed  for  two  fulings  and  a half  and 
half  a yoke.  The  arable  land  is  fix  canicates.  In  demefne 
there  are  two,  and  1 7 villeins,  with  four  borderers,  ha» 
ving  five  carucates.  There  is  a church  and  one  fervant, 
and  three  acres  and  a half  of  meadow,  wood  for  the  pan- 
nage of  20  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Con- 
fefi'or  it  was  worth  fix  pounds,  and  afterwards  j 00 fhil- 
lings,  now  eight  pounds.  What  Richard  holds  in  bis 
lowy  (is  worth)  xo  pence.  The  biJJjop  holds  m his  own- 
hand  four  houfes  in  the  city  of  Rochefier,  belonging  to  this 
manor,  from  zvhich  he  has  nine  flnUings  and  ten  pence, 
Leuuin  the  earl  held  it. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bilhop  of  Baieux,  In  the  year 
1C83,  his  cllates  were  all  confifeated  to  the  crown, 
among  which  was  this  eftate  of  Luddefdon.  In  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  II.  Richard  Gifflird  appears  to. 
have  held  the  manor  of  Luddefdon,  then  valued  at. 
twenty-five  pounds,  and  from  which  no  fervice  was' 
due  (of  the  new  feoffment  in  the  reign  of  king  Stephen) 
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of  Walter  de  Meduana,  who  held  it  again  of  the  king 
in  capitCy  which  premifes  were  held  in  capite  of  king 
Henry  I.  by  Jeffry  Talbot.  The  fees,  which  were 
faid  to  be  of  the  old  feoffment,  were  fuch  whereof  fe- 
offment had  been  made  before  the  death  of  Henry  I. 
as  thole  which  were  faid  to  be  of  the  new,  were  fuch 
whereof  feoffment  had  been  made  afterwards.^  In 
the  reign  of  king  John  this  place  was  come  into  the 
poffeflion  of  the  family  of  Montchenfie.* 

William,  fon  of  William  de  Montchenfie,  who  died 
in  the  6th  year  of  king  John,  owned  this  manor  at 
the  time  of  his  death;  in  the  15  th  year  of  that  reign 
he  died  without  iffue,  upon  which  Warine  de  Mont- 
chenfie, for  a fine  of  two  thoufand  marks,  had  livery 
of  his  whole  inheritance ; after  which,  in  the  37th  year 
of  king  Henry  III.’s  reign,  he  obtained  a charter  of 
free  warren  to  his  manor  of  Luddefdon,  among  others, 
and  died  the  next  year,  at  which  time  he  was  reputed 
one  of  the  moft  valiant,  prudent,  and  wealthy  men  in 
the  kingdom.  He  died  in  the  17th  year  of  that  reign, 
leaving  one  daughter  and  foie  heir,  Dionifia,  who  was 
fhortly  afterwards  married  to  Hugh  de  Vere,  the  third, 
fon  of  Robert  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford,  who,  in  the 
2 5th  year  of  the  above  reign,  in  confideration  of  his 
lervices  in  the  wars  in  France,  had  pofiefiion  granted 
of  this  manor,  among  others  of  his  wife’s  inheritance. 

His  fon,  William  de  Montechenfie,  in  the  Sth  year 
of  king  Edward  T.  had  a grant  in  fee  of  view  of  frank, 
pledge,  and  the  courts  belonging  to  it,  in  all  his  lands.* 
He  died  in  the  17th  year  of  that  reign,  leaving  on^ 
daughter  and  foie  heir,  Dionifia,  who  marrying  HugR 
de  Vere,  third  fon  of  Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  intitled 
him  to  this  manor,  among  others  of  her  inheritance.'* 
After  which  it  paffed  in  like  manner  as  the  manors  of 

y Madox’s  Exchequer,  p.  402,  Lib,  Rub.  Scacc*  f.  84. 

* See  more  of  this  under  Swanfegmbe. 

“ Pat.  ejus  an.  Dugdafe’s  Baronetage,  p.  562. 

Book  of  Knights  Fees.  CoUini’s  Hiftorigal  Colleifl.  p.  22^* 
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Hartley  and  others,  before  defcribed,"  into  the  families  ■. 
of  Valence  and  Haftings,  fucceffively  earls  of  Pem- 
broke; and  then  to  Reginald,  lord  Grey  of  Ruthin, 
who  was  found  to  be  coufm  and  next  heir  of  the  whole 
blood  to  John  de  Haftings,  earl  of  Pembroke,  who 
died  without  ifllie  in  the  13th  year  of  king  Richard  II. 
but  he  being  afterwards  taken  prifoner  in  Wales  by 
* Owen  Glendower,  was  obliged  to  make  over  this  ma- 
nor, among  others,  to  raife  money  to  pay  for  his  ran- 
foni;  for  which  purpofe  it  was  accordingly  afllgned 
over  to  Robert  Braybrooke,  bilhop  of  London,  and 
others,  his  feoffees,  who  conveyed  the  manor  of  Lud- 
defdon  to  Thomas  Montacute,  earl  of  Salifbury,  who 
by  his  many  noble  adls  and  great  atchievements,  was 
become  the  darling  of  his  country.  He  was  undoubted- 
ly one  of  the  greateft  heroes  and  generals  of  his  age, 

. whether  we  confider  his  extraordinary  diligence  in. 
whatever  he  undertook,  his  unwearied  confequence  in 
purfuing,  or  quicknefs  in  executing  his  defigns.  After 
a continued  feries  of  bravery  and  fuccefs,  he  was  at  laft 
flain  in  befieging  the  city  of  Orleans,  in  France,  in  the, 
7th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  to  the  great  grief  of  every 
one.  He  left  by  Eleanor,  his  firft  wife,  fourth  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  earl  of  Kent,  one  foie  daughter  and  heir, 
Alice,  then  the  wife  of  Richard  Nevill,  fon  to  Ralph 
Nevill,  earl  of  Weftmoreland,  by  Joane  his  fecond  wife.. 
By  his  will  he  direfted  his  body  to  be  buried  at  Bifham 
abbey,  with  his  anceftors,*^  and  bequeathed  this  manor 
of  Luddefdoh  to  John  (or,  according  to  others,  James) 
Montacute,  his  illegitimate  fon,  who  alienated  it  in  the 
30th  of  Henry  VI.  to  John  Davy,  gent,  who  bore  for 
his  arms,  Sablcy  a chevron  engrailed  argent,  between 
three  annulets  t,  and  he  not  many  years  after  conveyed 
it  by  fale  to  Edward  Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,  fourth 
furviving  fon  of  Ralph  carl  of  Weftmoreland,  by  Joanc 

See  Hartley,  vol.  ii.  p.  453;  Swanfeombe,  p.  404. 

^ Dugdale’s  Baron,  vol.  ii  p,.  65a.  Philipott,  p.zab. 
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his  fecond  wife,  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of 
Lancafter. 

Edward  lord  Abergavenny  had  been  fummoned  by 
writ  to  the  parliament  held  in  the  29th  of  Henry  VI. 
by  reafon  of  his  marriage  with  Elizabeth,  foie  daugh- 
ter and  heir  of  Richard  Beauchamp,  lord  Bergavenny, 
m whofe  right  he  poffeffed  the  caftle  and  manor  of 
Bergavenny.  He  died  in  the  i6th  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward IV.  pofiefled  of  this  manor,  which  continued  in 
the  pofleffion  of  his  defcendants,  lord  Abergavenny,  till 
about  fixty  years,  when  it  was  alienated  by  George  lord 
Abergavenny,  to  William  Brafier,  whofe  defendant, 
Mr.  Petit  Brafier,  gent,  at  his  death  in  1770,  left  it  to 
his  widow,  who  remarried  Mr.  Walter,  and  entitled 
him  to  the  poflTeflion  of  it ; not  long  after  which  the 
right  to  it  was  transferred  to  Mr.  John  Hilliam,  gent, 
whofe  widow  is  at  this  time  the  owner  of  it. 

This  manor,  as  a member  of  the  manor  of  Swanf- 
combe,  parcel  of  the  antient  barony  of  Montchenfie,  is 
held  by  the  fervice  of  caftle  guard  to  Rochefter  caftle, 
winch  is  now  compounded  for  by  a certain  annual  rent 
paid  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Swanfcombe.  A court 
baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

South  Buckland  is  a manor  in  this  parifli,  which 
was  antiently  called  Bocland,  no  doubt  from  the  te- 
nure of  it  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons ; for  there  were 
only  two  forts  of  lands  among  the  Saxons,  hocland  and 
fotklmd  j the  former  of  which  was  hereditary,  and  paf- 
fed  by  deed,  and  was  poflefled  by  the  thanes,  or  nobler 
fort  j the  latter  was  terra  vulgi,  who  had  no  eftate 
therein,  but  held  the  fame  by  the  agreement,  or  at  the 
will  of  the  lord,  or  thane.  It  is  now  generally  called 
Great  or  South  Buckland,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  an 
eftate  called  Little  Buckland,  in  this  parilh.  The  ma- 
nor of  Buckland,  in  the  reign  of  king  Johh,  was  held 
by  Reginald  de  Luddefdon,  who,  in  the  5th  year  of 
that  reign,  was  amerced  three  hundred  marcs  for  a 
mifdemeanor  relating  to  an  impreffion  of  the  king’s  feal. 
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Jn  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was  held  by  William 
de  Lodefden,  of  the  heirs  of  Warine  de  Montchenfie, 
as  three  parts  of  a knights  fee.'  He  gave  the  whole 
tithe  of  the  corn  of  his  eftate  of  Bocland  to  the  nunnery 
of  Mailing,  in  this  county,  in  perpetual  alms,  at  the 
time  his  daughter  Joice  was  made  a nun  there,  and  he 
gave  them  befidcs  one  acre  of  his  land,  to  build  a barn 
on,  to  lay  their  corn  in  / which  was  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  Richard  and  Hamo,  bifhops  ofRochefter; 
and  by  Simon,  Theobald,  and  Hubert,  archbilhops  of 
Canterbury.  In  the  above  confirmation,  Buckland  is 
faid  to  be,  De  feodo  l^haleboty  tliis  place  being  part  of 
thofe  fees  which  Galfridus  Talebot  held  in  capite  at 
.the  death  of  king  Henry  I.  which  fee  was  afterwards, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  held  in  like  manner  of 
the  king,,  by  Walter  de  Meduana,  and  again  of  him 
by  William  de  Lodefdon. 

After  this  family  was  extind  here,  this  manor  came 
into  the  pofleflion  of  owners  who  took  their  name  from 
itj  one  of  whom,  William  de  la  Bocklande  confirmed 
the  above  gift  of  tithes  to  Mailing  abbey.  His  defcen- 
dant,  Reginald  de  Bokelande  died  pofleded  of  it  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III.  and  his 
heirs  paid  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of  that  reign,  as 
half  a knight’s  fee,  which  he  held  formerly  in  Lud- 
defdon  of  the  heirs  of  Warine  de  Montecanifio.  Sir 
Thomas  de  Buckland  was  poffelTed  of  this  manor  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  above  reign,  from  whom  it  de- 
fended to  Thomas  Buckland,  who,  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  left  an  only  daughter 
and  heir,  Alice,  who  carried  this  eftate,  with  Prefton,  i 
in  Shoreham,  in  marriage  to  John  Polley,  alias  Pol-  ' 
hillj^’of  Polhill-ftreet,  in  Detling,  in  this  county,  in 
which  name  it  continued  many  defcents,  until  one  of 

1 

' Book  of  Knights  Fees,  temp,  king  Edward  I.  In  the  Excheq.  j 

* Reg.  RofF.  p.  480,  481,  486.  Libr.  Ruhr.  Scacc.  i 

* See  a further  account  of  this  family  before,  p.  4. 
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them  alienated  it  to  Walfingham,  whofe  defeendant, 
Mr.  John  Walfingham,  conveyed  it  by  fide,  about  fitty 
years  ago,  to  Thomas  Whitaker,  efiq.  of  Trottefclive, 
dieriff  of  this  county  in  1743J  and  he,  at  his  death, 
devifed  it  to  his  fecond  fon,  Mr.  John  Whitaker,  of 
Barming,  in  this  county j whofe  nephew,  Thomas  Whi- 
taker, eiq.  of  Watringbury,  is  the  prefent  poflefifor  of 
it.  A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

There  are  no  parochial  charities. 

Luddesdon  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church,  which  is  a fmall  building,  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  the  chancel 

is  a mural  monument,  arms,  Argent  on  a bend  gules,  three  efcar- 
buneles  of  eight  rays  or,  impaling  argent  three  boars  heads,  erec- 
ted and  erafed  fable,  langued  gules,  for  Stephen  Thornton,  re£lor 
of  this  church  fixty-three  years,  ob.  Aug.  27,  1744.  In  the  chan- 
cel, fouth  of  the  re6lors,  in  the  north-eaft  corner,  over  an  altar  mo- 
nument, are  two  brafs  plates;  on  one,  the  effigy  of  a man  in  ar- 
mour; on  the  other  a fliield,  being  two  coats  quarterly,  i ft  and 
4th,  three  lozenges  in  fefs;  2d  and  3d,  an  eagle  difplayed,  over 
all  a batton  dexter;  there  has  been  another  plate  of  arms,  which 
as  well  as  the  infeription,  is  loft.  This  monument  was  no  doubt 
ereefted  for  James  (falfely  called  John)  Montacute,  natural  fon  of 
Thomas  Montacute,  earl  of  Salilbury,  who  was  killed  at  the  fiege 
of  Orleans,  and  left  the  manor  of  Luddefdon  to  James,  his  fon, 
above  mentioned.'* 

It  was  antiently  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Lud-» 
defdon,  and  continued  lb  till  one  of  the  lords  Aberga- 
venny alienated  it.  It  is  now  a reftory ; the  patronage 
of  it,  in  1742,  was  in  Mr.  Hall,*  as  it  was,  in  1763, 
in  Mr.  John  Tyfoe,  gpnt.  It  afterwards  belonged  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Charles  Harland,  redor  of  this  church; 
'and  fince  his  death,  to  Edward  Barrett,  efq.  the  prefeht 
patron  of  it. 

In  an  antient  valuation  of  the  livings  in  this  diocele, 
taken  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I,  the  church 

See  the  mon.  and  inferip,  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  769. 

’ Willis’s  Cath.  vol.  iii.  p.  19.  Kd.  Thef.  p.  385. 
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of  Luddefdon  was  valued  at  fifteen  marks.''  In  the 
furvey  of  ecclefiaftical  benefices,  taken  in  1650,  by 
order  of  the  fiate,  it  was  returned,  that  here  was  one 
reftory,  worth  fixty-five  pounds  per  annum,  Mr.  Wm. 
Dunbane  then  incumbent  j and  that  there  was  a chapel, 
called  Dowdes,  adjoining  to  this  parifh,  which  was  fit 
to  be  added  to  it;  that  the  chapel  was  fallen  down, 
and  was  worth  twenty  pounds  per  annum.  The  ruins 
of  the  walls  of  this  chapel  are  ftill  vifiblc,  in  a field  be- 
longing to  Buckland  farm,  in  this  parifh,  about  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  the  houfe.'  This  church  is  valued  in 
the  king’s  books  at  iil.  us.  3d.  and  the  yearly  tenths 
at  il.  3s.  lid.™ 

In  Mr.  Meard’s  time  the  parfonage  houfe  was,  by 
fome  accident,  burned  down,  and  the  prefent  one  re- 
built. . 

' CHURCH  OF  LUDDESDGN. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  whom  prejented. 


RECTORS. 

Richard  Fajby^  in  1501." 

Thomas  Ditclificld^  about  1631.® 
William  Dunbane^  in  1650.'’ 
Stephen  Thornton^  A.M.  1681,  ob. 

Aug.  a-,  i744.‘i 
Richard  Tyfoe^  A.M.  I 744,  pb. 
June  6,  I 746.'' 

Meard,  1746,  ob.1761;. 

Charles  Harland,  1765,  ob.  Oft. 
1784. 

Thomas  Mannings  A.M.  ob.  De- 
cemb.  1786.“ 

William  Thompfon^  S.T.  P.  Pre- 
fent reftor. 


k Stev.  Mon.  vol.  I.  p.  456. 

1 There  is  an  engraving  of  thefe 
ruins  in  Cuft.Roif.  p.  122. 
m Eft.  Thef.  p.  385.  ■' 
n Reg.  Roffi  p.  416’. 

® No  graduate. 

P Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth 
library,  vol.  xix. 

q He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church.  He  taught  fchool,  with 


t 


lingular  reputation,  in  this  parlih  for 
many  years. 

r Alfo  reftor  of  Kennarton. 

* He  was  morning  preacher  at  St. 
Giles’s  in  the  Fields,  London,  and  at 
Hsmmerfmith  chapel ; reftor  of  Wi- 
Ihoe,  in  Suffolk,  which  he  held  with 
this  difpenfation,  and  teacher  of  a pri- 
vate feminary  for  education  at  Ken- 
lington  Gore. 
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HUNDRED  OF  SHAMEL. 

THE  next  hundred  eaftward  is  that  of  Shamel, 
written  in  Domefday,  EJfanjele-,  and  in  other  records, 
Ucamele. 

This  hundred,  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  III. 
belonged  to  the  Knights  Templars  but  in  the  yth 
year  ot  king  Edward  1.  it  was,  with  the  court  leet, 
and  the  profits  of  the  fame,  in  the  pofieffion  of  Henry 
de  Cobham,  jun.  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  John  de  Cobham, 
lord  Cobham,  by  Joane  his  firfl  wife,  daughter  of  Sir 
Robert  de  Septvans.  His  defcendant,  John  lord  Cob- 
ham, died  pofleffed  of  this  hundred  in  the  9th  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  After  which  it  continued  in  his 
defcendants  down  to  Henry  Brooke,  lord  Cobham, 
who  being  accufed,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I, 
of  having  confpired,  with  others,  to  kill  the  king,  and 
fubvert  the  government,  was  tried  for  it,  and  being 
found  guilty,  had  judgment  of  death,  though  his  exe- 
cution was,  by  the  king’s  clemency,  fuperfeded.“  Oa 
his  attainder,  this  hundred,  among  his  other  eftates, 
became  vefhed  in  the  crown,  and  was  confirmed  to 
it  by  an  adt  palled  in  the  third  year  of  that  reign. 
Soon  after  which  king  James  granted  the  hundred  of 
Shamel,  with  the  manor  of  Shorne  within  it,  to  Ro- 
bert Cecil,  earl  of  Salilbury,  who  palTed  it  away  by 
fale  to  Sir  John  Levefon,  alias  Lewfon,  and  his  bro- 
ther, Sir  Richard  Levefon,  of  Staffbrdlhire,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  alienated  it  to  Mr.  George 
Woodyer  fince  which  it  has  remained  in  the  polfef- 

‘ Reg.  RofF.  p.  386.  MSS.  E.  H.  Rot.  Efch  ejus  an. 

“ Dugdale’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii.  p.  282,  et  feq. 

" See  more  of  the  Cobhams  and  Brookes,  under  Cobham. 
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fion  of  the  fame  owners  as  the  manor  of  Shorne, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gordon,  widow  of  William  Gordon, 
efq.  being  the  prefent  owner  of  this  hundred,  with 
the  manor  of  Shorne  appendant  to  it. 


THE  HUNDRED  OF  SHAMEL  CONTArNS,  WITHIN  ITS 
BOUNDS,  THE  PARISHES  OF, 

I 


I.  Halling. 

а.  CoOKSTONE.  I 
3.  CoBHAM,  in  part. 
'4.  Shorne. 

3.  Chalk. 

б.  Denton. 


7.  Merston. 

8.  Higham. 

9.  Cliff. 

10.  Cowling. 

11.  Frindsbury,  and 

12.  Stroud. 


And  the  churches  of  thofe  pariflies : 

And  alfo  part  of  the  parifli  of  Stoke,  the  church  of  which  is  in 

another  hundred. 


HALLING. 

THE  next  parifh  eaftward  from  Luddefdon  is  Hai- 
ling, written  in  Domefday,  and  other  records,  Hal- 
linges\  and  in  Saxon,  Haling^  that  is,  the  low  meadow 
or  pajlure. 

The  parish  of  Hailing  is  bounded,  on  its  eaftern 
fide,  by  the  river  Medway,  at  a fmaJl  diftance  from  the  ‘ 
banks  of  which,  clofe  to  the  marfhes,  is  the  village 
called  Lower  Hailing,  in  which  are  the  ruins  of  the 
bilhop  of  Rocheller’s  palace,  and  the  church  ; thro* 
this  village  the  road  leads  from  Stroud,  and  from 
hence  thro’  Snodland  towards  the  London  high  road 
to  Maidftone,  which  it  meets  at  Larkfield.  About 
half  a mile  weftward  from  Lower  Hailing,  on  higher 
ground,  is  another  village,  called  Upper  Halling, 
fituated  nearly  at  the  foot  of  the  great  ridge  of  chalk 
hills,  beyond  the  fummit  of  which'this  parifh  extends 
over  the  large  wood,  called  Halling  wood,  at  the 
weftern  boundary  of  it,  next  to  Luddefdon.  The 
foil  is  for  tlie  moft  part  chalk,'  and  but-  poor -land; 
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llie  quantity  of  marflies,  both  fait  and  fredi,  between 
the  uplands  and  the  river,  render  this  place  far  from 
being  either  a pleafant  or  healthy  fituation.  T-his 
parifh,  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  was  an^ 
tiently  contributory  to  the  third  pier  of  Rochefter 
bridge/ 

Egberth,  king  of  Kent,  with  the  confent  of  his 
nobles  and  princes,  gave  ten  ploughlands  in  Hailing, 
with  all  their  appurtenances,  together  with  the  fields, 
woods,  meadows,  marfhes,  fifhings,  huntings,  and 
fowlings  belonging  to  them,  to  bifhop  Doran  and  the 
church  of  Rochefter  ; to  which  he  added  thefe  den- 
beries  in  the  Weald,  Bixle,  Speldhirft,  Meredasn, 
Tharbe,  Eaftan,  and  Ruflewellee  and  Teppenhyfe. 
Among  the  witnefles  who  confirmed  this  gift  were 
king  Heaberth  and  archbifhop  Jaenberth.  This  ap- 
pears by  the  Text.  Roffenfis  ; but  the  names  of  thefe 
two  kings,  in  this  deed  of  gift,  are  quite  irreconcileable 
to  the  hifhories  of  thofe  times:  Janibert  was  archbi- 
fliop  of  Canterbury  from  764  to  793,  at  which  time 
it  does  not  appear  there  were  any  fuch  kings  of  Kent 
as  either  Egberth  or  Heaberth ; for  Aldric  was  king 
of  Kent  from  760  to  794;  and  Ecbcrt,  king  of  the 
Weft  Saxons,  had  no  rule  in  Kent  till  the  year  823, 
nor  was  he  king  of  the  Weft  Saxons  till  anno  800. 
Dioran  fucceeded  to  the  bifhopric  of  Rochefter,  and 
died  during  the  reign  of  king  Aldric.  Alford,  in  his 
Annals,  mentions  a letter,  written  in  764,  from  Ear- 
dulf,  then  made  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  to  Eardulf,  king 
of  Kent,  who  was  no  doubt  fome  petty  prince  or  re  - 
gulus  in  it,  as  moft  likely  thefe  kings,  Egberth  and 
Heaberth,  were. 

Hailing  does  not  feem  to  have  remained  long  in 
the  pofTeflion  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,  being 
wrefted  from  it  during  the  confufion  of  the  Danifli 
wars  in  this  kingdom ; and  William  the  Conqueror 

* Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  420. . ' ■ 


gave 


378  SHAMEL  HUNDRED. 

gave  it  to  liis  half  brother,  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  but 
archbifhop  Lanfranc  recovered  this  manor,  among 
others,  in  that  folemn  affembl)’-  of  the  whole  county, 
hcdd  on  this  occafion,  by  the  king’s  command,  at  Pi- 
nenden  heath,  in  1076  ; after  which  he  reflored  it  to 
bhhop  Gundulph  and  the  church  of  St.  Andrew, 
which  gift  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  feveral  arch- 
bifhops  of  Canterbury. y 

In  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about 
four  years  afterwards,  it  is  thus  defcribed  under  the 
general  title  of  the  lands  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefter. 

’The  fame  bifbop  f of  Rochefer J holds  Hallinges.  It 
’was  taxed  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor  at 
fix  filings^  and  now  for  two  and  an  half.  The  arable 
land  is  feven  carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  three  ca-^ 
rucates  and  1 5 villeins^  with  nine  borderers  having  fix 
carucates.  There  is  a church  and  tivo  fervants,  and  30 
acres  of  meadow,  and  wood  for  the  pannage  of  five  hogs. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confeffor,  and  afterwards, 
it  was  worth  7 pounds,  now  \G  pounds.  JVhat  Richard 
( de  Tonebrigge ) holds  in  his  lowy  is  worth  7 fhillings. 

By  the  above  defcription  it  appears,  that  the  whole 
of  what  was  firft  given  by  king  Egberth  to  the  church 
of  Rochefter  was  not  recovered  by  archbifhop  Lan- 
franc; indeed,  out  of  the  ten  plough  lands  there  only 
remained  fix  to  this  manor  in  the  time  of  king  Ed- 
ward the  Confeffor;  and  within  twenty  years  after- 
wards, when  Domefday  was  taken,  they  were  dimi- 
niQied  to  two  and  a half.  Tt  had  like  wife  been  ftrip- 
ped  of  the  denberries  in  the  Weald,  annexed  to  it  at 
the  firft  donation  of  it,  for  the.  reader  will  obferve, 
there  is  in  the  above  furvey  only  the  pannage  for  five 
hogs  belonging  to  it,  and  yet,  what  is  worth  notice, 
the  fix  plough  lands,  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,, 
were  worth  only  feven  pounds,  whereas,  in  the  reign 
qf  the  Conqueror,  the  two  and  an  half  were  worth’ 

^ Reg,  RofF.  p.  442.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  2. 
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more  than  double  that  fum.  Moft  probably  arch- 
bifhop  Lanfranc  recovered  all  of  it  that  came  into  the 
bifhop  of  Baieux’s  polTeflion,  and  that  the  reft  had 
been  feparated  from  it  by  its  feveral  pofteflbrs  at  dif- 
ferent times  before. 

Gundulph,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  eledted  to 
that  fee  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  anno  1077, 
feparated,  after  the  example  of  Lanfranc,  archbifliop 
of  Canterbury,  his  maintenance  as  bifliop  from  that 
of  the  monks  of  his  church,  in  which  divifion  this 
manor  was  allotted  to  the  bifliop,  and  by  him  appro- 
priated to  the  fupport  of  his  table,  or  ad  viSliim  epif- 
copiy  as  it  was  then  ftyled.  Soon  after  which  the 
pleafantnefs  of  Hailing,  for  fuch  it  was  then  efteemed, 
and  its  commodious  fituation,  induced  the  birtiop  of 
Rochefter  to  build  an  epifcopal  palace  here  for  him- 
felf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  which  was  grown  fo  ruinous, 
when  biQiop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill  came  to  the  fee,  in 
1185,  that  he  rebuilt  it  in  a much  more  commodi- 
ous manner.^  The  year  before  which,  anno  1184, 
Richard  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  taking  his  way 
by  Hailing  and  Rochefter,  in  his  journey  from  Wro- 
tham  to  Canterbury,  was  obliged  to  flop  at  this  palace, 
through  a violent  fit  of  illnefs,  of  which  he  died  the 
next  day  here,  and  was  carried  from  hence  to  Can- 
terbury, to  be  buried. “ 

On  a taxation  of  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter’s  manors, 
in  1255,  it  appears,  that  the  whole  yearly  valua- 
tion of  the  manor  of  Hailing,  with  his  appendages  of 
Holeberge  and  Cukelftane,  of  which  the  rents  amoun- 
ted to  25I.  was  in  all  43I.  i8s.  the  necefiiiry  and  ufe- 
ful  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  buildings  there  to 
1 00s.  per  annum  ; and  that  the  manor  of  Hailing 
had  then  within  it  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  acres 
pf  arable,  valued  at  4d.  at  the  moft  each,  by  reafon 

* Dugdale’s  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  i.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  ir. 

“ Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  559.  Weever,  p.  218. 
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there  was  no  marie  there ; and  thirty-eight  acres  of 
fait  meadow,  each  valued  at  fixpence  ; and  that  the 
vineyard  was  valued  at  13s.  4d.  per  annum.  At  the 
latter  end  of  the  above  reign,  on  a valuation  of  the 
bifhop’s  manors,  it  appeared  that  he  had  only  fix, 
of  which  Hailing  was  the  principal ; in  which,  with 
its  appurtenances,  Holberge  and  Cukelftane,  there 
were  reputed  to  be  four  ploughs, *’  and  yet  there  were 
not  in  reality  four  plough  lands each  of  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  ought  to  con- 
tain one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  arable  land, 
which  there  were  not  within  the  manor  ; but  that  the 
plough  lands,  with  the  whole  pafture  allotted  for  tlie 
keeping  of  cattle  working  on  them,  were  worth  fe- 
venteen  pounds  per  annum  j and  that  the  annual  rents 
of  this  manor,  as  well  in  money  as  in  hens,  eggs, 
plough  lliares,  and  oblations,  were,  with  Holberge 
and  Cukelftane,  13 81.  6s.  4^.  and  that  there  were 
three  mills  within  it,  worth  loos.  per  annum;  and 
that  the  meadow  of  the  manor  was  worth  two  marcs; 
the  whole  6il.  12s.  old.  and  in  a fubfequent  valua- 
tion, the  manor  of  Hailing,  without  Kokiiftan,  was 
eftimated  at  one  hundred  marcs. 

There  is  an  account  in  amanufeript,  in  the  Cotton 
library,  of  the  ftock  which  ought  to  remain  on  the  fe- 
veral  manors  of  the  bilhopric,  after  the  deceafe  of 
each  bidiop,  and  among  others  of  this  of  Hailing; 
but  during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee,  which  fometimes 
continued  a long  while,  the  feveral  articles  were  fre- 
quently loft  or  deftroyed,  and  the  new  bifhop  was 
obliged  to  replace  them,  with  others,  at  his  own  coft. 

It  appears,  by  the  pleas  taken  in  the  21ft  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  that  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  had  his 
prifon  within  his  manor  here.'*  Lambarde,  in  his 
Perambulation,  fays,  that  Hamo  de  Hethe,  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  and  confeflbr  to  king  Edward  II.  had  a 

**  Carucae.  ' Carucatce.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  89,  132,  iii. 
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yineyard  here,  probably  the  old  one  mentioned  above, 
in  king  Henry  III.’s  reign,  (in  his  time  a plain  mea- 
dow) and  that  the  bhbop  fent  a prefent  of  both  wine 
and  grapes  from  it  to  that  prince,  in  the  19th  year  of 
his  reign,  who  then  refted  at  Bokingford  in  this 
county,  where  he  had  withdrawn,  on  the  charge  of 
his  intention  of  vifiting  France,  for  the  performance 
of  his  homage,  due  for  the  duchy  of  Aquitane.  Bi- 
fliop  Flamo,  in  the  year  1322,  being  the  16th  of  the 
above  reign,  refided  the  whole  fummer  at  Hailing, 
during  which  he  repaired  the  ruined  buildings  of  his 
palace,  and  raifed  from  the  ground  the  hall  and  high 
front  of  it,'  and  two  years  afterwards  he  finiflred  the 
inclofurc  of  the  walls,  and  the  repair  of  the  new  cha- 
pel and  chamber.  In  1327,  the  bifliop  began  to  in- 
clofe  the  court  of  Hailing,  towards  the  church  yard, 
with  high  walls,  and  new  built  the  chamber  of  the 
clerks,  the  larder  and  the  kitchen,  and  afterwards  re- 
mained here  all  the  enfuing  fum.merand  winter  j and 
in  1337,  he  again  repaired  and  augmented  the  build- 
ings here.^  The  palace  flood  at  a fmall  diflance  from 
the  church,  near  the  banks  of  the  Medway ; in  1 7 1 5, 
there  was  great  part  of  the  ruins  of  it  remaining,  as 
the  chapel,  the  hall,  and  agate,  with  the  arms  of  the 
fee  of  Rochefter  in  ftone;  in  which  date  it  nearly  re- 
mained till  within  memory,  but  within  thefe  twenty 
years  mofl  of  it  has  been  deflroyed  for  the  fake  of  the 
materials.  There  is  a view  of  the  ruins  of  it,  as  they 
remained  not  many  years  fince,  in  Giofe  s Antiqui- 
ties, vol.  ii.  There  was  in  a nitche,  over  the  outlide 
of  the  chief  door,  in  1720,  the  figure  of  Hamo  de 
Hethe,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  dreffed  in  his  epifcopal 
habit,  in  ftone,  about  two  feet  high,  and  elegantly 
finilhed.  It  was  foon  afterwards  blown  down  in  a great 
ftorm  of  wind,  but  efcaped  damage  by  falling  on  fome 
grafs.  It  was  afterwards  prefented  to  Dr.  Atter- 


' I.amb.  Peramb.  p.  444. 

[ Wharton’s  Ang.  Sac.  vol.  i.  p.  3o8,  374« 
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bury,  bifilop  ofRochefter.  The  manor  of  Hailing,, 
with  the  fcite  of  the  palace,  flili  remains  part  of  the 
poffelTions  of  the  billiopric  of  Rochefter.  In  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  VI.  John  Scory,  bifliop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  let  a leafe  of  this  manor  and  palace  for  ninety- 
nine  years,  to  Robert  Dean,  efq.  of  Rochefter,  who 
foon  afterwards  removed  hither.  He  left  by  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Richard  Woodward,®  a foie  daughter  and 
heir,  Silvefter,  who,  in  1573,  married  William  Da- 
lyfon,  efq.  and  he,  on  her  father’s  death,  became 
entitled  to  his  intereft  in  this  leafe,  and  refided  here 
till  his  death;  after  which  fhe  re-married  with  Wil- 
liam‘Lambarde,  efq.  the  learned  perambulator,  who 
likewife  refided  here  during  her  life;  and  after  her 
death,  in  1587,  returned  to  his  former  refidence  at 
Greenwich ; after  which  her  intereft  in  this  place  came 
to  her  fon,  by  her  firft  hufband.  Sir  Maximilian  Da- 
lyfon,  who  was  of  Hailing,  but  his  grandfon  of  the 
fame  name,  marrying  Frances,  the  daughter  of  Tho, 
Stanley,  efq . of  W eft  Peckham,  removed  thither,  where 
this  family  have  refided  ever  fince.**  His  defcendant, 
William  Dalyfon,  efq.  of  Hamptons,  in  Weft  Peck- 
ham,  is  the  prcfent  leflee  of  this  manor,  the  fcite  of 
the  palace,  and  other  appurtenances  belonging  to  it. 

Langridge  is  a manor  here,  which  was  antiently 
poflefled  by  a family  of  tlie  name  of  Bavent,  whence 
it  was  called  for  fome  time  Langridge,  alias  Bavent’s. 
And  there  is  a field  here,  yet  called  by  the  laft  of 
thefe  names,  where  the  ruins  of  buildings  were  vifible, 
fome  years  ago,  and  were  moft  probably  thofe  of  the 
antient  manfion  of  this  family.  Adam  de  Bavent,  in 
the  13th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  obtained  a grant  of 
free  warren  for  his  lands  at  Hailing,  in  which  he  was 
fucceeded  by  Roger  Bavent,  who,  together  with  John 
de  Langareche,  who  was  witnefs  to  feveral  deeds  of 

* Vifitation  of  the  County  of  Kent,  In  1619. 

^ See  more  of  the  Dalyfons,  .under  Weft  Peckham.' 
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land  given  to  the  blihop  of  Rochefter  at  this  place, 
in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  ].‘  held  three  quarters  of 
a knight’s  fee  in  Hailing  of  the  bilhop  of  Rochefler. 
Roger  Bavent  and  John  de  Melford  pofleffed  them  in 
the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the  former  pofTefied 
his  intereft  in  this  place  at  his  death,  in  the  31ft 
year  of  king  Edward  III.  after  which  the  whole  of 
it  feems  to  have  been  veiled  in  the  name  of  Mei- 
tord,  from  which  it  was  no  long  time  afterwards  fold 
to  Raynwell,  one  of  whofe  defendants,  as  appears  by 
the  Book  of  Aid,  in  the  exchequer,  alienated  it,  in 
the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VII.  to  Robert  Wat- 
fon,.  who  immediately  pafled  away  his  intereft  in  it  to 
Sir  William  Whorne,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  of 
London,  in  1487,  from  which  family  it  was  alienated 
to  Vane,  and  thence  again  to  Barnewell,  who  about 
the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  con- 
veyed it  by  fale  to  Nicholas  Levefon,  alias  Lewlbn, 
efq.  of  Staffordlhire,  who  was  ftieriff  of  London  in 
1534,  and  afterwards  refided  much  at  Whorne’s  place, 
in  the  adjoining  parilh  of  Cookftone.  His  defen- 
dant, Richard  Levefon,  was  made  a knight  of  the 
Bath  at  the  coronation  of  king  Charles  1.  and  fuc- 
ceeded  to  all  his  anceftors  eftates  at  Elalling,  Cook- 
ftone, and  elfewhere  in  this  county,  and  was  of  Tren- 
tham,  in  Staffordftiire.'"  He  alienated  all  his  lands  in 
this  county  to  different  perfons,  and  among  them  this 
eftate  at  Hailing,  to  Barber,  in  which  name  it  conti- 
nued after  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  11;  one  of 
whofe  defendants  alienated  it  to  Golding,'  from 
whence,  by  a female  heir,  it  was  carried  in  marriage 
to  Robin  Wood,  and  on  his  death  again,. by  a fecond 
marriage,  to  Mr.  William  Baker,  who  now  poffeties 
Langridge,  and  refides  in  it. 

CHARITIES.  . 

Th^s  parish  has  the  right  of  nomination  to  one  place  in  the 
new  college  of  Cobham,  founded  by  Sir  William  Brooke,  lord 

i Reg.  Roff.  p.  394,’ 395,  39S.  P^ilipott,  p.  Tz’ffijler 

* See  more  of  this  family,  under  Cookitone. 
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Cobham,  now'^  under  the  dire£^ion  of  the  wardens  of  Rochefter* 
bridge,  for  one  poor  perfon,  to  be  chofen  and  prefented  fo  and 
by  fuch  as  the  ordinances  of  the  college  have  power  to  prefent 
and  ele^l  for  this  parifli ; and  if  the  parifli  of  Cookftone  fhould 
make  default  In  eledting  a poor  perfon  in  their  turn,  then  the 
benefit  of  fuch  eledlion  devolves  to  this  parifli. 

Regin.ald  Gregory,  alias  Chevning,  gave  by  will,  in 
1776,  the  yearly  fum  of  los.  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  diftri- 
biited  to  the  poor  on  the  Sunday  next  preceding  Chriftmas  day, 
yearly,  charged  on  an  eftate  in  Hailing,  Snodland,  and  Padlef- 
worth,  and  now  of  that  annual  produce. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  the 
annual  fum  of  10s. 

Halling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  John  Baptift,  is  a 
fmall  building  with  a low  fpire  at  the  welt  end. 

Among  others  in  it,  are  the  following  monuments  and  memo- 
rials : hi  the  chancel^  a brafs  plate  for  John  Coliard,  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  king’s  exchequer,  and  Margery  his  wife  ; on  one  are 
four  fliietds  of  arms,  the  firft,  G irony  of  ten  ncbulee,  two  on  a 
fefs  between  three  mullets,  pierced  as  many  crofs  croflets ; 2d, 
Semi  of  crofs  croflets,  botony  fitched,  three  mens  heads  couped, 

banded  about  the  temples,  within  a bordure  impaling  quarterly 

and  vaire,  over  all  a bend  ; 3d,  Semi  of  crofs  croflets,  &c.  as  be- 
fore; 4th  is  loft;  and  5th,  on  two  arms  erafed  in  faltier,  an  heart 
vulnerated  gutte  de  fang,  ht  the  nave,  againft  the  weft  pillar,  a 
brafs  plate  and  figures  for  Silveller,  daughter  of  Robert  Dene, 
married  to  William  Dalyfon,  efq.  and  afterwards  William  Lam- 
barde,  gent.  ob.  1587,  leaving  by  the  firft,  Maximilian  and  Sil- 
vefter,  and  by  the  fecond,  Multon  and  Margaret,  and  Gore  and 
Fane,  fons  and  twins.' 

Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  having, 
about  the  year  1193,  built  an  hofpital  at  Stroud,  in 
this  neighbourhood,  for  the  reception  of  poor  travel- 
lers, and  the  relief  of  other  indigent  perfons,  gave  to 
it,  with  the  confent  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Ro- 
chefter, as  well  as  of  his  archdeacon,  among  other 
premifes,  this  church  of  Hailing,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances, and  the  portion  arifing  from  the  tithes  of 
his  knight’s  fees  in  Hailing  and  Holeberge,  and  Ku- 

I 

1 See  the  mon.  and  inferip.  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  772. 
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kelftan,  to  hold  in  free  pure,  and  perpetual  alms ; and 
he  ordained,  that  the  mafter  of  the  hofpital  fliould  pro* 
vide  a fit  prieft  to  minifter  in  this  church,  whorn  he 
Ihould  prefent  to  the  biOiop,  and  that  neither  he  nor 
his  church  fliould  be  burthened  with  any  pecuniary 
exadion,  either  by  the  biOiop,  archdeacon,  or  dean, 
or  any  other,  excepting  fynodals  due  of  old  time! 
which  gift  was  confirmed  by  Hubert,  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  and  by  king  Edward  III.  in  his  6th  year, 
by  his  letters  patent  of  infpeximus.^  In  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  there  arofe  great  difputes  between 
Henry  Johnfon,  then  vicar  of  this  church,  and  John 
Wildbore,  mafter  of  the  hofpital  of  Stroud,  then  pof* 
felfed  of  the  appropriation  of  the  church  of  Hailing 
(in  the  inftrument  for  which  there  was  a faving  claufe 
for  a fit  portion  for  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  in  it) 
concerning  the  augmentation  of  his  vicarage,  which, 
by  the  interpofition  of  their  mutual  friends,  they 
agreed  to  leave  to  the  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  either  to 
aflign  the  portion  of  it,  or  to  re -endow  it  if  there 
fhould  be  occafion,  and  both  engaged  to  fubmit  to 
his  decree.  In  confequence  of  which,  John  Hilfey, 
then  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  by  his  inftrument,  dated  in 
1538,  endowed  the  vicarage  of  Hailing  as  follows: 
Firft,  that  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  ftiould  receive, 
as  his  portion  of  the  vicarage,  of  the  mafter  and  his 
brethren,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  5I.  los.  yearly,  at  four 
equal  payments,  and  that  he  fliould  further  have  the 
manfion  of  the  vicarage,  with  the  garden  adjoining, 
and  fo  many  acres  of  land  as  the  vicar  there  ufed  of 
old  to  have,  and  then  had  and  pofTefTed ; and  alfo 
all  oblations  whatfoever  within  the  bounds  and  limits 
of  the  parifli  j and  all  the  tithes  of  hay,  lambs,  wool, 
mills,  calves,  chicken,  pigs,  geefe,  ducks,  eggs,  bees, 
honey,  wax,  cheefe,  milk,  milkmeats,  flax,  hemp, 
pears,  apples,  garden  herbs,  pidgeon  houfes,  merchan- 

• “ Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  u.p.434.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  258,  392,  63?. 
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difings,  fiflieiies,  paftures,  onions,  garlic,  and  faffron ; 
and  alfo  the  tithes  of  Iheaves  increafing  in  gardens, 
either  cultivated  with  the  plough  or  dug  with  the 
foot,  within  the  parifli ; and  alfo  the  tithes  of  wood 
for  fuel,  coppice  wood,  thorns,  rufhes,  and  of  filva 
tediia^  as  of  all  billets,  faggots,  and  fardels  whatfoever, 
arifing  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  theparilh,  all 
which  the  vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs  (hould  receive  and 
have.  And  he  further  decreed,  that  the  burthens  of 
repairing,  amending,  and  new  building  the  faid  man- 
fion,  with  all  its  appurtenances,  whenever  need  Ihould 
be,  and  of  the  celebration  and  miniflration  of  the  fa- 
craments  and  of  the  facramentals  to  the  parishioners, 
of  the  finding  of  bread  and  wine,  and  lights  to  the 
church  of  Hailing,  either  of  right  or  cuftom  due, 
fliould  belong  to  and  be  borne  by  the  vicar  and  his 
fucceflbrs,  as  well  as  all  epifcopal  burthens  of  the 
church,  according  to  the  taxation  of  his  portion. 
But  the  burthen  of  repairing  and  amending 'the  chan- 
cel of  the  church,  as  well  within  as  without,  and  the 
finding  and  repairing  of  books,  veftments,  and  other 
ornaments,  for  the  celebration  of  thofe  divine  rights, 
which  of  old,  cither  by  right  or  cuflom  belonged  to 
the  recStors  of  this  church,  Should  be  borne  by  the 
mafter  and  his  brethren,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  at  their 
own  proper  charge  and  expence.  And  that  all  other 
burthens,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  of  the  vicarage, 
and  belonging  to  the  vicar,  by  reafon  of  the  vicarage, 
except  as  before  excepted,  fliould  belong  to  him  and 
his  fucceflors,  to  be  borne  and  fupported  at  his  and 
their  own  proper  coft  and  expence,  faving  to  the  bi- 
fliop  and  his  fucceflbrs,  a right  of  augmenting  this 
vicarage,  and  correfting  and  amending  and  explaining 
the  above  endowment,"  whenever  he  or  they  fhould 
think  It  expedient  fo  to  do ; and  alfo  faving  to  him 

" Regift.  J.  Hllfey,  f.  196,  pr.  in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  400.  This  Is  the 
lateft  endowment  of  any  vicarage  that  I have  as  yet- met  with. 

and 
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f and  his  fucceflbrs,  bifliops  of  Rochefter,  and  to  the 

1 cathedral  church  of  Rochefter,  all  epifcopal  rights  and 
cufloms,  &c. 

{ In  this  fituation  the  church  and  vicarage  of  Hai- 
ling remained  till  the  year  1539,  anno  3 1 Henry  VIIL^ 
when  the  hofpital  of  Stroud,  alias  Newark,  was,  to- 
jj  gether  with  all  its  pofleffions,  furrendered,  with  the 
king’s  licence,  to  the  priory  and  convent  of  Rochef- 
il  ter,  where  they  Raid  but  a few  months,  for  next  year. 
It  that  priory  was  dilfolved,  and  the  rents  and  revenues 
1 of  it  were  furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  where 
! the  church  and  advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  Hailing 
I remained  but  a fmall  time,  for  the  king,  by  his  do- 
i tation  charter,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  them  on  his 
new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  fubjedb 
to  the  annual  penfion  of  5I.  los.  to  be  paid  by  them, 
to  the  vicar  of  Hailing  for  the  time  being,  in  which 
ftate  they  continue  at  this  time,  Mr.  John  May,  of 
Snodland,  being  the  prefent  leflee,  under  the  dean 
and  chapter,  for  the  parfonage  of  Hailing. 

In  the  13th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
I Hailing  was  valued  at  one  hundred  fhillings.  On  the 
i abolilhing  of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the  death  of 
. king  Charles  I.  a furvey  was  taken  in  Sept.  1649,  of 
this  parfonage,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  the  par- 
I fonage  of  Hailing, confifted  of  a barn,  houfe,  &c.  and 
was  of  the  improved  rent  of  45I.  4s.  per  annum,  and 
i was  let  by  leafe,  from  the  late  dean  and  chapter  of 
' Rochefter,  for  twenty-one  years,  to  Geo.  Woodyeare^ 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  9I.  10s.  out  of  which  leafe  the 
' advowfon  of  the  vicarage  was  exempted.  In  1650, 

I the  vicarage  of  Hailing  was  furveyed,  and  returned 
I to  be  in  the  whole  of  the  yearly  value  of  40I.  19s.  in- 
cluding the  penfioH  of  5I.  10s.  paid  yearly  to  the  vicar 
by  the  tenant  of  the  parfonage.®  This  vicarage  is 

“.-Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 

c c a valued 
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valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  yl.  13s.  4d.  and  the 
yearly  tenths  at  15s;  4d.  In  1729,  it  was  worth  72I. 
per  annum. 

Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rodiefter,  at  the  foundation 
of  the  abbey  of  Mailing,  granted  to  it,  as  part  of  its 
endowment,  the  tithes  of  the  vineyards  in  this  parifli, 
whiph  gift  was  confirmed  by  the  feveral  fucceeding 
bilhops  of  Rochefter,  to  the  time  of  bifhop  Gualeran, 
inclufive,  who  lived  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  II. 
and  by  feveral  of  the  archbifhops  of  Canterbury  after- 
wards. ^ 

There  was  a free  chapel  or  chantry  in  this 
parifli,  4tdiu3.ted  to  St.  Laurence,  which  was  fup- 
prefled  by  the  adt  pafled  in  the  ift  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward VI.  and  the  lands  and  revenues  of  it  given  to 
the  king.  Queen  Mary,  in  her  firil  year,  let  to  ferme 
to  Dionilia  Levefon,  widow,  all  that  the  feite  of  the 
free  chapel  of  St.  Laurence  in  Hailing,  with  feveral 
pieces  of  land  lately  belonging  to  it  in  Halland  and 
Snodland,  containing  fifteen  acres  of  land,  or  therea- 
bouts, at  the  yearly  rent  of  twelve  fhillings  and  fix- 
teen  pence. 

CHURCH  OF  HJLLING. 

TICARS. 

Hemy  ^o/m/on,  B.  D.  in  1 535.'  . 

William  Leeds,  in  1630.'' 

Bailey. 

Robert  Berisford. 

William  White,  1723. 

Ralph  Bi/hop,  refig.  1,729.*-' 
John  Price,  A.  M.  infl.  Dec.  io, 
1729.^ 


Or  by  -whom  pi-efented. 

Majler  and  Brethren  of  Stroud  7 

Hofpital 3 

J}ean  and  Chapter  f Rechejier.,.. 


P Regift.  Roffen.  p.  480, 48 1,  486. 
There  is  an  engraving  of  the  ruins  of 
this  chapel  in  Cuftum.  Roff.  p.  irS. 

<1  Reg.  Roff.  p,  400. 

r MSS.C.  H. 


• He  Aligned  this  vicarage  for  that 
of  Hoo.  He  was  a minor  canon  df 
Rochefter. 

t Alfo  vicar  of  Chalk  by  difpenfa* 
tion. 
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Dean  and  CJta/iter  of  Rodefer.... 
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VICARS. 

Robert  Fountain^  A.M.  ijif.  1 770, 
re%  1777.“ 

John  Lead,  A.M.  June  1777, 
obt.  June  16,  1791.'* 

William  Dyer,  A.M,  1791.  Pre- 
fent  vic^r. 


« Minor  canon  of  Rochefler.  He 
refigned  this  vicarage  for  that  of  Weft 
Parlcigh. 


w He  held  this  vicarage,  with  the 
reflory  of  Wouldham,  by  difpeqfation. 


COOKSTONE. 

NO\V  ufually  called  and  written  Ciixton,  lies  the 
next  parifli  northward  from  Hailing.  It  is  written 
in  Domefday,  and  ja  the  Textus  Roffenfis, 

Cucolanjian  Ciiclejiena. 

The  parish  of  Cookftone,  or  Cuxton,  is  about 
four  miles  fquare ; the  river  Medway  is  its  northern 
boundary,  clofe  to  which  is  the  manfion  of  Whorne’s- 
place,_and  not  far  diftant  from  it  the  church,  clofe 
by  which  the  road  leads  from  Stroud  to  Hailing,  &c. 
fouthward  acrofs  this  parilh  ; hence  the  ground’rifes 
over  much  hill  and  dale,  among  the  woods;  amono- 
which  is  Ranlcombe  farm,  and  Upper  and  Lower 
Pufli ; about  half  a mile  north  weft  from  which,  be- 
yond the  fummit  of  the  high  hill,  is  Cobham-park, 
a fmall  part  of  which  is  within  the  bounds  of  this 
panfh,  as  is  Knight’s-farm,  adjoining  the  pale  of  it; 
which,  as  well  as  Ranfcombe,  is  the  property  of  the 
earl  of  Darnley.  The  foil  of  it  is  chalky  in  the  lower 
parts  of  it,  but  more  weftward  it  is  a loamy  earth,  and 
much  of  it  very  fertile  land.  It  is  rather  more  healthy 
than  Hailing,  being  freeer  from  the  marfhes,  the 

^ound  or  upland  rifing  almofl  immediately  from  the 
fjvcr. 

Our  BOTANISTS  have  obferved  the  following  fcarce 
plants  here;--  • •• 

c c 3 Bugloflum 
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BuglolTum  latifolium  femper  virens,  the  larger  never 
dying  buglojfe^  found  near  IVkorne' s-placey  by  Mr. 
Sherad* 

Solanum  lethale,  dwale  or  deadly  night  Jhade^  faidy  by 
Mr.  Miller  y to  over -run  moji  of  the  yards  and  Juch  like 
places  in  this  parijh. 

Orobanche  flore  mmortylejfer flowered  broomrapeyfound 
by  Mr.  Rand  in  a field  northward  of  IV home’ s-place. 

This  parlfh,  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood, 
was  antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of 
of  the  firft  pier  of  Rochefter-bridge/ 

This  place,  with  the  church  of  it,  dedicated  to 
St.  Micliael,  was  given  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew, 
in  Rochefter,  and  Swithwlf,  bifliop  of  that  fee,  by 
Ethelwolf,  king  of  the  Saxons,  and  fon  of  king  Ec- 
bert,  free  from  all  fervice,  together  with  all  its  ap- 
purtenances, with  the  feifure  of  thieves,  and  with  all 
other  matters  which  belong  to  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew, together  with  the  fields,  woods,  meadows,  feed- 
ings, marlhes,  in  fmall  and  in  great,  in  known  and 
unknown.  Here,  as  well  as  at  Hailing,  and  other 
places  defcribed  in  this  Hiftory,  there  is  no  fmall  dif- 
ficulty in  fettling  the  date  of  the  gift ; the  charter  of 
it,  in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  mentions  its  being  given 
in  880,  the  13th  year  of  king  Ethelwolf’s  reign,  arid 
i^thelred,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  is  one  of  the 
witnefles  to  it,  who  came  to  that  fee  in  871,  and  died 
in  888  ; but  king  Ethelwolf  died  in  857,  which  is 
fourteen  years  before  that  archbilhop’s  time.  The 
13th  year  of  king  Ethelwolf^s  reign  w'as  853,  a time 
indeed  when  he  was  only  king  of  the  Saxons,  his  fon 
Athelftane  reigning  in  Kent.  Philipott  and  the  Re- 
gifler  Roffenfis  mention  its  being  given  in  838,  viz.  1 
the  firft  year  of  king  Ethelwolf.  The  reader  therefore 
will  form  his  own  judgment  of  this  matter  as  he  likes 

beft.  The  church  of  Rochefter  did  not  poflefs  it  long,  j 

» . • ' 

Raii  Synopfis,  p.  226,  227,  288.  Lamb.  Peram.  p.  420.  | 
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for  it  was  foon  afterwards  wrefted  from  It  In  the  Da- 
nifh  wars,  which  then  difturbed  this  kingdom.  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror  gave  this  place,  among  other  vatl 
potTeffions,  to  his  half  brother,  Odo,  bllhop  of  Baieux, 
but  archbllhop  Lanfranc  recovered  it,  among  others, 
which  had  been  taken  from  the  churches  of  Canter- 
bury and  Rocheffer,  in  that  folemn  afl'embly  of  the 
whole  county,  held  at  Pinenden-heath,  in  1076.  After 
which  he  reftored  it  to  bilhop  Gundulph  and  the 
church  of  St.  Andrew,^  and  the  gift  of  it  was  after- 
wards confirmed  by  feveral  archbilhops  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  taken  about 
four  years  afterwards,  this  place  is  thus  defcribed  un- 
der the  general  title  of  the  lands  of  the  bifliop  of  Ro- 
chefier. 

In  Ejjamele  hundred  the  fame  bi/Joop  (of  Rochejier) 
holds  Cocleftane.  It  was  taxed  in  the  time  of  king  Ed-  ■ 
ward  the  Confejfor  at  two  Julings  and  an  half,  and  nozv 
for  two  only.  I'he  arable  land  is  fix  carncates.  In  de- 
mefne  there  are  izvo,  and  1 5 ‘villeins,  with  nine  borderers, 
having  five  carncates,  ihere  is  a church  and  two  fer- 
‘vants,  and  one  mill  of '^o pence,  and  20  acres  of  meadow. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edward  and  afterwards  it  was  worth 
four  pounds  and  10 fhillings,  and  now  10  pounds  and  10 
flnlUngs. 

^ Gundulph,  bllhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  reign  of 
king  William  Rufus,  following  the  example  of  arch- 
bifhop  Lanfranc,  feparated  his  maintenance  from  that 
of  the  monks  of  his  church,  in  which  divifion  this  ma- 
nor was  allotted  to  the  bifhop  and  his  fuccefibrs. 

On  a taxation  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter’s  manors, 
in  the  year  1255,  it  appears  that  Cukelftane,  then  ef- 
teerned  as  a member  of  the  manor  of  Hailing,  had 
within  it  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres  of  arable, 
each  worth  fourpence  at  the  moft,  by  reafon  there  wa^ 
no  marie  there  j that  there  were  twenty  acres  of  fait 

* Dugdale’s  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  2.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  442.  ", 

c c 4 tneadow. 
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meadow,  each  worth  fixpence,  and  the  mill  at  Cukel- 
ftane  was  valued  at  one  marc.  In  the  valuation  of  the 
bifhop’s  manors,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  above  reign, 
this  of  Cukfelftane,  as  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of 
Hailing,  has  been  already  fully  mentioned  under  the 
defcription  of  that  manor,  but  in  a fubfequent  valua- 
tion, in  which  the  manors  of  Hailing  and  Cookftonc 
are  valued  feparately,  the  latter  is  valued  at  forty  marcs. 
There  is  an  account  in  a manufcript,  in  the  Cotton  li- 
brary, of  the  (lock  which  fliould  remain  on  this  manor 
of  the  bilhopric  after  the  deceafe  of  each  bifhop ; but 
it  is  there  remarked,  that  the  feveral  articles,  during 
the  vacancy  of  the  fee  were  frequently  loft  or  purloin- 
ed, and  the  fucceeding  bifhops  were  forced  to  replace 
them  with  others.* 

In  the  time  of  the  great  rebellion,  after  the  death  of 
king  Charles  I.  this  manor,  together  with  that  of  Mid- 
dleton Cheney,  was  fold  by  order  of  the  ftate  to  Ro- 
bert Fenwick,  efq.  for  627I.  12s.  with  whom  it  ftaid 
till  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  in  1660,**  when 
on  the  re-eftablilhment  of  epifcopacy,  the  manor  of 
Cookftone  again  returned  to  its  right  owner,  the  biftiop 
of  Rochefter,  as  part  of  the  antient  pofleflions  of  that 
fee,  where  the  inheritance  of  it  remains  at  this  time, 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney  being  the  pre- 
fent  leffee  of  it. 

Whorne’s-place,  ufually  called  Horne  s-place^  is  a 
feat  in  this  parilh,  fituated  clofe  to  the  wcftern  bank 
of  the  river  Medway.  It  was  eredted  by  Sir  William 
Whorne,  who  had  been  lord  mayor  of  London  in  the 
year  1487  j from  whofe  fucceflbr  it  paffed  by  fale  to 
Harper,  in  the  next  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the 
3 2d  year  of  which,  an  adt  pafted  for  the  alTuring  to 
George  Harper  and  Lucy  his  wife  this  manor  of 
Home-place.  From  this  name  it  was,  not  long  after- 

“ Reg.  RofF.  p.  61,  63,  64,  133.  See  Hailing. 

*’  Hiftory  of  Rochelter  Cathedral,  printed  in  1723,  p.  120. 
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wards,  fold  to  Vane,  who  again  alienated  it  to  Barne- 
well;  and  he,  about  the  beginning  of  the  reign  .of 
queen  Elizabeth,  conveyed  it  by  fdc  to  Nicholas  Le- 
vefon,  alias  Lewfon,  efq.  of  Staffbrdfhire.  This  fa- 
mily was  originally  of  Willenhall,  in  Warwickfliire, 
where  Richard  Levefon  refided  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.  His  dcfcendant,  Richard  Levefon,  left 
two  fons,  one  of  whom  was  of  Wolverhampton,  in 
Staffordfhire,  and  changed  the  paternal  coat  of  his  fa- 
mily from  — Azure^  three  laurel  leaves  ere5i  or — to 
^arterly,  azure  and  gules,  three  JiniJler  hands  coupedat 
the  wriji,  argent ; which  coat  was  continued  to  his  de- 
fendants. John,  the  other  fon  of  Richard  Levefon, 
kept  the  coat  armour  of  his  anceftors,  and  was  ancef- 
tor  of  Nicholas  Levefon  or  Lewfon,  above  mentioned,* 
whofe  defendant.  Sir  John  Levefon,  of  Whorne’s- 
place,  in  great  meafure  rebuilt  this  feat,  and  died  with- 
out iflue  male.  He  was  fucceeded  in  this  eftate  by  his 
brother,  Sir  Richard  Levefon,  K.B.  who  was  of  Trent- 
ham,  in  Staffordfhire ; he,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  1. 
alienated  all  his  lands  in  this  county  to  different  perfons, 
and  among  them  this  of  Whorne’s  -place  to  John  Mar- 
fham,  efq.  defended  from  a family  of  this  name  in 
Norfolk ; he  was  one  of  the  fix  clerks  in  chancery  in 
the  above  reign,  which  office  he  was  afterwards  divefted 
of,  and  his  eftate  plundered,  for  his  loyalty  to  the  king. 
At  the  Reftoration  he  was  reinftated  in  his  place,  arrJ 
had  the  honour  of  knighthood  conferred  on  him,  being 
at  that  time  of  Whorne’s-place ; three  years  after 
which,  on  Aug.  12,  1663,  he  was  created  a baronet. 
He  was  efteemed  as  an  accomplidied  gentleman,  an 
excellent  hiftorian,  and  acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the 
greateft  antiquaries  of  his  time  ;**  he  died  at  Buffiey- 
hall,  in  Hertfordfhire,  in  1685,  and  lies  buried  with 
^izabeth  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  William  Hammond 

' MSS.  pedigree  of  Levefon,  by  Thynne,  Lancafter  herald. 

^ Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  p.  783.  Biog.  Brit,  vol,  v.  p.  3051. 
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of  this  county,  in  this  church  of  Cookflone,  which  af- 
terwards continued  the  burial  place  of  the  family  j by 
her  he  left  two  fons,  John  and  Robert.  Sir  John 
Marfham,  the  eldeft  fon,  and  heir  to  his  father,  was 
likewife  a ftudious  and  learned  gentleman.  He  mar- 
ried firfl;  Anne,  daughter  of  Mr.  Danvers,  by  whom  he 
had  no  iflue  ; and  fecondiy  Hefter,  daughter  and  heir 
of  Sir  George  Sayer,  by  whom  he  left  only  one  fon, 
John.  Having  purchafed  the  feat  of  the  Mote,  in 
Maidftone,  he  removed  thither,  where  he  died  in  1692, 
in  which  year  he  was  IherifF of  this  county,  and  was  bu- 
ried in  this  church,  being  fuccceded  by  his  only  fon,  Sir 
John  Marfham,  bart.  who  furvived  his  father  but  a 
few  years,  for  he  died  unmarried  in  1696,  at  the  age 
of  fixteen.  On  his  deceafe,  without  ifiue,  the  title  of 
baronet,  and  this  feat  of  Whorne’s-place,  together 
with  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  came  to  his 
uncle,  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  of  Bufhey-hall,  in  Hert- 
fordfhire,  who  afterwards  refided  at  the  Mote.  His 
only  fon,  Sir  Robert  Marfham,  bart.  was  in  17 16,  cre- 
ated lord  Romney,  baron  Romney  of  this  county,  whofe 
grandfon,  the  prefent  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney 
is  now  owner  of  Whorne’s-place,  and  the  eftate  in 
Cookftone  and  Hailing  belonging  to  it.' 

WicHAM  is  a manor,  which  lies  partly  in  this  pa- 
rifh  and  partly  in  Stroud.  OfFa,  king  of  the  Mercians, 
to  whom  Kent  was  in  fome  meafure  fubjeft,  and  Si- 
gerd,  king  of  Kent,  or  at  leaft  fome  part  of  it,  for  that 
kingdom  was  in  fo  low  a ftate  as  to  have  feveral  petty 
kings  or  tyrants  ruling  in  different  parts  of  it,  in  the 
year  1764,  gave  /Efhngham,  with  its  appendages,  of 
Freondefbury  and  Wicham,  containing  twenty  plough 
lands,  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew',  in  Rochcfter,  and 
commended  the  fame  to  the  care  of  bifhop  Eardulph; 
but  this  place,  with  others  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 

* See  more  of  this  family,  under  the  Mote,  in  Maidflone. 
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wrefted  from  the  church  of  Rochefter  during  tiie  con- 
fufion  of  the  Danilh  wars  in  this  kingdom. 

William  the  Conqueror  gave  Wicham  to  his  half 
brother  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux;  but  archbidiop  Lan- 
franc  recovered  it,  in  that  folemn  aflembly  of  the  whole 
county,  held  by  the  king’s  command  at  PInenden-heath 
in  1076.  After  which,  the  archbihiop  reftored  Wic- 
ham to  bifhop  Gundulph  and  the  church  of  St.  Andrew, 
which  donation  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  archbi- 
ihops  Anfelm  and  Boniface,^  notwirhftanding  which 
the  bifhop  foon  afterwards  gave  Wicham,  though  part 
of  the  pofTeflions  of  the  church,  to  Goisfrid  Talbot,  re- 
fervingali  tithes  whatfoever  out  of  it,  which  he  gave 
to  the  monks  of  Rochefter  for  ever.  In  the  reign  of 
king  John  this  place  was  come  into  the  pofiefTion  of  the 
family  of  Montchenfie.  William,  fon  of  William  dc 
Montchcnfie,  who  died  in  the  6th  year  of  king  John, 
held  this  manor  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  15th 
year  of  that  reign,  upon  which  Warine  de  IVIontchenfic 
had  livery  of  his  whole  inheritance.  In  the  37*^^' 
of  king  Henry  III.’s  reign,  he  obtained  a charter  of 
free  warren  for  his  feveral  manors,®  and  died  the  next 
year,  being  fucceeded  by  his  fon,  William  de  Mont- 
chenfie, who,  in  the  8th  year  of  king  lidward  I.  had 
a grant  in  fee  of  view  of  frank  pledge,  and  the  courts 
belonging  to  it,  in  all  his  lands;  in  the  17th  year  of 
which  reign  he  died,  leaving  a daughter  and  foie  heir, 
Dionifia,  who  marrying  Hugh  de  Vere,  third  fon  ot 
Robert  earl  of  Oxford,  entitled  him  to  this  manor, 
among  others,  of  her  inheritance;  after  which  itpaf- 
fed  in  like  manner  as  the  manor  of  Hartley  and  others 
above  deferibed,^  into  the  families  of  Valence  and  Haf- 
tings,  fucceffively  earls  of  Pembroke,  and  then  to  Re- 
ginald lord  Grey  of  Ruthin,  who  was  found  to  be  his 

f Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  iii.  p.  2.  Text.  RofF.  p.  169. 

« Philipott,  p.  226.  Pat.  ejus  ann.  Book  of  Knights  Fees,  Col- 
lin’s Hift.  Coll.  p. 225. 

' ^ See  Hartley,  vol.  ii.  p.  453  ; Swanfeombe,  404. 
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coiifin  and  next  heir  of  the  whole  blood  to  John  de 
Hafbings,  the  laft  earl  of  Pembroke,  who  died,//;, 
in  the  13th  of  king  Richard  II.  but  he  being  after- 
wards taken  prifoner  in  Wales  by  Owen  Glendow'cr, 
was  obliged  to  make  over  this  manor,  among  others, 
to  raife  money  to  pay  his  ranfom,  for  which  purpofe 
it  was  accordingly  alTigned  over  to  Robert  Braybrookc, 
bilhop  of  London,  and  others,  then  feoffees  of  divers 
of  his  lordfhips,  to  fell  this  manor,  among  others,  to- 
v/ards  raifmg  that  fum.  This  manor  is  not  mentioned 
in  Dugdale,  but  it  appears  from  feveral  manufcripts 
that  it  was  fold  at  that  time  by  thefe  feoffees.  To  whom 
it  wat  fold  I do  not  find ; but  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VII.  it  was  in  the  polTeffion  of  the  name  of 
Sprever,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  the  next  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  John  Sprever  was  owner  of  id.  It 
next  came  into  the  poffelfion  of  the  Marlhams,  in  which 
family  it  continues  at  this  time,  being  the  eftate  of  die 
Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney. 

There  was  a manor  in  this  parifh,  called  Beresse, 
alias  Beresh,*"  which  in  the  reign  of  king  John  was 
owned  by  a family  of  that  name,  Simon  de  Bereffc  then 
poffelfing  iti  after  which  it  palfed  into  that  of  Wade- 
tone;  in  the  49th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  John,  fon 
of  Robert  de  Wadetone,  gave  it,  with  all  its  appurte- 
nances (excepting  a certain  piece  of  land,  which  he  ha<l 
given  to  the  chaunter  of  the  church  of  Rochefler)  to  the 
abbey  of  Lefnes,  in  free  and  perpetual  alms.  That 
year  John,  fon  of  John  de  Qobliara,  of  whom  this 
manor  was  held,  confirmed  this  gift  to  the  abbot  and 
convent,  to  hold  in  pure  and  perpetual  alma,  free  from 
all  fervices,  cuftoms,  and  fuits  of  court,  to  the  manor 
belonging,  excepting  to  the  bridge  at  Rochefter,  and 
the  yearly  rent  due  to  him  and  his  heirs ; but  this  be- 
ing tranladed  whilft  Laurence  de  St.  Martin,  biiliop 

’ Petitt’s  Fccdary  Book  of  Kent. 

It  lies  about  a mile  northwellward  from  Whorne’s-place, 
and  adjoining  to  Cobkam. 
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of  Rochefter,  was  abroad,  the  abbot  and  convent,  fear- 
ing to  be  difpofrefled  of  this  manor,  as  being  of  the 
bifhop's  fee,  at  his  return  figned  an  inftrument,  by 
which,  in  the  year  1267,  in  confideration  of  the  funi 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  marcs  fterling  they  releafed  to 
him  all  their  right  and  title  to  this  manor,  and  gave 
up  all  the  charters,  deeds,  and  writings  relating  to  it; 
at  which  time  it  appears,  that  there  was  a chapel  at  this 
place.  On  the  death  of  bifliop  Laurence,  in  1274,  his 
heirs  entered  on  this  manor,  as  part  of  their  inheri- 
tance; but  Walter  de  Merton,  the  next  fuccelTor  in 
the  fee  of  Rochefter,  laid  claim  to  it,  by  the  deferip- 
tion  of  one  carucate  of  land,  with  its  appurtenances, 
in  Berefli,  alledging,  that  bilhop  Laurence  did  not 
purchafe  it  to  him  and  his  heirs,  but  as  bifhop  of  Ro^ 
chefter,  to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs  in  that  fee,  and  that 
this  land  being  an  appurtenance  to  the -manor  of  Cook- 
ftone,  one  of  the  capital  manors  belonging  to  the  fee 
of  Rochefter,  the  abbot  did  not  enfeoffe  the  bifhop  in 
it,  but  only  furrendered  it  up,  with  its  appurtenances, 
to  him  again,  as  to  the  capital  lord  of  the  fee,  which 
he  was  not,  but  as  being  at  that  time  bifnop  of  Ro- 
chefter ; and  the  bifliop  had  judgment  accordingly* 
and  recovered  this  manor,  and  Thomas  de  St.  Martin, 
by  his  deed,  releafed  to  him  and  his  fucceflbrs,  all  his 
right  and  title  to  it,  as  did  his  defeendant,  Robert  de 
St,  . Martin,  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  who 
had  brought  his  plea  before  the  juftices  of  the  King’s- 
bench,  againft  Hamo,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  for  it,  but 
not  fucceeding,  he  by  his  deed  releafed  all  his  claim 
and  title  to  it  to  the  bifliop  and  his  fucceflbrs  for  ever; 
lince  which  it  has  been  blended  with  the  manor  of 
Cookftone,  a part  of  which  it  is  efteemed  at  this  time. 

CHARITIES. 

The  parish  of  Cookftone  has  the  right  of  nomination  to 
one  place  in  the  new  college  of  Cobhami  founded  by  Sir  Win. 
Brooke,  Lord  Cobham,  and  now  under  the  diredtion  of  the 
wardens  of  Rochefter-bridge,  for  one  poor  perl'on,  inhabitant  of 
this  parifli,  to  be  chofen  and  prefented  fo,  and  by  fuch  as  by  the 

ordinances 
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ordinances  of  the  college  have  power  to  prefent  and  elefl  for 
this  parifli,  and  if  the  pariHi  of  Gravefend  fliould  make  default 
in  elefting  fuch  poor  perfon  in  their  turn,  then  the  benefit  of 
fuch  eledtion  devolves  to  this  paridt. 

CooKSTONE  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioieje  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Michael. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing : In  the  chancel^  within  the  rails  on  the  fouth  wall,  a beautiful 
monument,  arms,  Or,  a bend  cotized  fable,  impaling  barry  of  4, 
parted  per  pale,  argent  and  gules  counterchanged,  for  Anne, 
daughter  of  Charles  Bai'ret,  elq.  of  Belhoufe,  in  Eflex,  married 
to  Sir  Robert  Harley,  K.  B.  obt.  1603,  by  w’hom  flie  had  Tho- 
mas, buried  here  likewife.  It  was  repaired  by  Edward  Lord 
Harley  in  1723.  A memorial  for  Sir  John  Marfham,  knt.  and 
bart.  obt.  1C85  ; another  for  Lady  Elizabeth  his  wife,  daughter 
of  Sir  William  l lammond,  of  St.  Alban’s,  in  Eaft  Kent,  obt. 
1689;  an  infeription  for  Ferdinando  Marfliam,  Efq.  of  the  body 
to  Charles  I.  and  fecond  brother  of  Sir  John  Marfliam,  bart.  obt. 
1681;  another  for  Sir  John  Marfliam,  bart.  fon  of  John,  obt. 
1692  ; one  for  Anne,  wife  of  John,  eldeft  fon  of  Sir  John  Mar-^ 
fliam,  bart.  of  the  family  of  Danvers,  obt.  1672.  A me- 
morial for  Sir  John  Marfliam,  bart.  fon  of  Sir  John  Mar- 
fliam, bart.  grandfon  of  Sir  John  Marfliam,  bart.  obt.  1696, 
at.  16,  and  Hefter  his  After ; another  for  Sir  Robert  Mar- 
fliam, bart.  youngeft  fon  of  Sir  John  Marfliam,  bart.  and  only 
brother  of  Sir  John  Marfliam,  bart.  uncle  and  heir  of  John 
Marfliam  the  grandfon ; he  married  Margaret,  daughter  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Bcfville,  Efq.  by  W'hom  he  left  Robert,  Eliza- 
beth married  to  Thomas  Palmer,  efq.  Margaret,  and  Mary,  obt. 

1 703.  On  the  fouth  wall  are  the  arms  of  Marfliam  cut  in  ftone, 
a lion  paflant  between  twocotizes,  and  underneath  1630.  Under 
an  arch,  between  this  and  the  reeftor’s  chancel,  is  a large  altar, 
monument  and  infeription,  in  brafs,  for  Mafter  John  Bultyll, 
parfon  of  this  church,  and  chaplain  to  Prince  Edward,  obt.  1568. 
In  the  church  yard,  almoft  oppofite  the  church  porch,  is  an  altar 
monument  for  John  Bennet,  gent.  ob.  1662.' 

This  church  was  always  an  appendage  to  the  manor 
of  Cookftone,  and  as  fuch,  is  now  in  the  patronage  of 
the  Right  Rev.  the  lord  bifliop  of  Rochefter.  In  the 
15  th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  church  was  valued 
at  twelve  marcs.™ 

' Seethe  mon  and  inferip.  in  this  church.  In  Reg.  Roff.  p.  769. 

“ Text.  Roff.  p.229.  Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p,  456. 
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no  connection  witbi  tliis  monument)  is  infcribed  alfo  on  tlie  reverre,  and  exactly 
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Gunduleh,  bj^Hiop  of  Rochefter.  who  c.ime  to  the 
fee  m the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  gave  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  Rochefter  the  tithes  of  Wiham  and  of 
xTUgh  de  Stoches,  and  Gaufrid  de  Siinderefce  in  Cue 
cleftan,  which  gift  was  confirmed  by  fcveral  of  hisfuc* 
ceflors.  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  bifhop  of  Rochefter 
having,  about  the  year  1193,  built  an  hofpital  at 
Stroud,  gave  to  it,  with  the  confent  of  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  as  well  as  of  his  archdeacon 
' among  other  premifes,  the  portion  arifmg  from  the 
tithes  of  his  knights  fees  in  Hailing  and  Holebergh 
and  Kukel(J:an,  to  hold  in  free  and  perpetual  alms,  and 
he  hkewife  allowed  the  mafter  and  brethren  to  take  of 
the  gift  of  Galfridde  Sunderefti  two  feams  of  corn,  of 
tlie  mill  of  Kuklesftan.  The  bifhop  gave  likewife  to 
that  hofpital  ten  fhillings  yearly,  to  be  received  from 
tliis  church,  towards  finding  lights  in  the  hofpital, 
which  was  confirmed  to  it  by  Thomas,  parfon  of  this 
church,  and  in  1295,  by  William  de  Handlo,  reeftor 
of  it.  ^ Soon  after  which  great  difputes  arifmg  between 
the  bifhop  and  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter, 
concerning  bifhop  Gundulph’s  gifts,  fome  of  which,  in 
this  parifh  bifhop  Gundulph  had  given  to  his  new 
eredted  hofpital  above  mentioned.  At  length, the  latter 
though  very  unwillingly,  fubmitted  themfelves  entirely 
to  the  bifliop,  and  the  monks  having  difputed  the  riglit 
of  the  hofpital  to  the  fmall  tithes  of  the  manor  of  Wic- 
ham,  the  bifhop  decreed,  that  they  fhould  belong  to 
the  hofpitak  whofe  right  to  them  they  fhould  maintain, 
which  tithes  were  afterwards  confirmed  to  it  by  arch- 
bifliop  Hubert  in  1 193,  and  by  Richard,  cardinal  and 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  1258. 

In  the  year  1267,  Edmond,  mafter  of  Stroud  hof- 
pital, and  Walter,  redtor  of  Cockeleftane,  appeared 
before  Laurence,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  chapel 
of  Bererce,  and  agreed  to  fubmit  the  differences  be- 
tween them  to  his  final  decree,  who  then  finally  de- 
creed that  the  redtor  and  his  fucceftbrs  fhould  have  in 
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the  name  of  his  church,  the  entire  tythes  of  the  lands 
called  Le  Bempe  and  Le  Ludy  and  Stoniredy  ' 

Stokesfeldcy  which  were  not  free  tenement y but  gavele- 
kende ; but  that  the  mailer  of  the  hofpital,  and  his 
lucceflbrs,  Ihould  receive  of  the  free  tenements,  that 
is,  thofe  held  by  military  fervice,  two  (heaves,  and  the 
redtor  the  third ; that  of  the  lands  newly  broke  up, 
the  rector  Ihould  receive  nothing,  but  that  the  mailer 
of  the  holpital  lliould  receive  the  entire  tythes  of 
them.” 

Hameline  de  Columbiers  had  given  to  the  chantery 
of  the  church  of  Rochcller,  all  the  fmall  tythes  of  his 
lordfliip  in  like  manner,  as  that  office  was  known  to 
polTefs  his  tythes  in  corn,  fo  that  it  might  poflefs  them 
in  lambs,  pigs,  fleeces,  and  all  other  fmall  things, 
which  his  tenants  holding  of  his  fee  witnefled,  when 
the  difpute  happened  between  Ralph  the  clerk  of 
Frindlbury,  and  Peter,  at  that  time  chaunter  of  Ro- 
chefter,  whether  the  chauntery  had  always  pofielTed 
the  fmall  tythes,  together  with  the  corn.  John  Er- 
pynghani,  re6lor  of  Cokelellan,  by  his  indenture  in 
1392,  granted  that  the  prior  and  convent  of  Ro- 
cheller  fhould  take  ail  the  tythes  arifing  from  forty-li^ 
acres  three  rood,  and  three  deywerks  of  land  therein, 
mentioned  ; and  likewile  a moiety  of  all  the  tythes  of 
eighty  acres  and  a half  of  land,  belonging  to  the  bifhop 
ofRochefter*s  table,  lying  in  five  fields,  as  therein  men- 
tioned j (which  were  let  to  ferm  to  the  reflor,  for  fuch 
time  as  he  Ihould  continue  reftor  of  this  church)  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  10s.  And  he  further  acknowledged 
that  all  the  tithes  whatfoever  above  mentioned,  were 
the  right  and  property  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,  and 
had  belonged  to  the  table  of  the  prior  and  convent 
there  time  out  of  mind ; all  which  was,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  re6lor,  ratified  and  confirmed  under  the  feals 
of  the  bifhop,  his  official,  and  John  Hoke,  clerk,  pub** 

* Reg.  Roff,  p.  53,  69,  105,  257,  »59,  360. 
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lie  notary;  John  Shepey,  prior  of  Rochefter,  and 
others  prefent  at  the  time.  In  the  year  1 53  9,  anno  2 1 
king  Henry  VIII.  the  hofpital  of  Stroud  was,  together 
with  all  its  pofleffions,  furrendered,  with  the  king’s 
licence,  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  where 
it  ftaid  but  a few  months,  for  next  year  that  priory 
alfo  was  dilTolved,  and  as  well  as  the  rents  and  reve- 
nues belonging  to  it,  were  furrendered  into  the  king’s 
hands,  all  which  were  confirmed  to  him  by  the  general 
words  of  the  aft  pafted  that  year. 

^ Thefe  tithes  and  pofleftlons  of  the  priory  and  hof- 
pital in  this  parifti  remained  but  a fmall  time  in  the 
hands  of  the  crowm,  for  king  Henry  VIII.  by  his  do- 
tation charter,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  them  on  his 
new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of 
whofe  inheritance  they  continue  at  this  time.  The 
leflee,  under  the  dean  and  chapter,  of  this  portion  of 
tithes,  called  the  chaunter’s  portion,  being  at  prefent 
the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney. 

On  the  diflblution  of  biftiops,  deans,  and  chapters, 
&c.  after  the  death  of  king  Charles  1.  a furvey  was 
taken  in  1649,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  as  well  of  the 
reftory  of  Cookftone  as  of  the  portion  of  tithes  in  this 
parifh,  commonly  called  Chaunter’s  portion,  late  be- 
longing to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  by  which 
it  appeared,  there  was  here  a parfonage,  prefentative 
formerly  by  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  worth  fixty-fix 
pounds  per  annum,  if  that  part  taken  into  the  duke 
of  Richmond’s  park,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  the  tithe  of  which  was  valued  at  twenty-fix 
pounds  per  annum,  duly  paid  the  tithes  to  Mr.  John 
Robinfon,  as  incumbent."  That  there  was  a portion 
of  tithes  iffuing  out  of  chantery  lands  in  Cookftone, 
belonging  to  the  late  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
containing  forty-five  acres,  three  roods,  twenty perchft; 
alfo  five  other  fields,  eighty  acres,  two  roods;  alfo  a 

' ° Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  yol.  xix. 
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certain  portion  of  tithes  of  land  there,  late  the  bifliop 
of  Rochefter’s  warren,  when  the  fame  Ihoiild  be  fown, 
of  which  the  dean  and  chapter  had  two  Iheaves,  and 
the  parfon  of  Cookftone  one,  which  land  was  eftima- 
ted  to  contain  fixty-feven  acres  : total  of  the  whole, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres,  one  rood,  twenty 
perches;  all  which  were  let  to  ferme,  anno  lo  king 
Charles  I.  by  the  dean  and  chapter  for  twenty-one 
years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  one  quarter  of  good  wheat, 
(the  eight  bufhels  bearing  their  heap ' but  that  they  were 
worth  above  that  fum,  81.  4s.  Gundulph,  bilhop  of 
Rochefter,  who  was  confecrated  in  1077,  gave  the 
tithes  of  thofe  lands,  which  he  added  to  the  manor  of 
Cookftone,  to  the  Benedi6tine  nunnery  founded  by  him 
at'Malling,  in  this  county ; which  gift  was  confirmed 
to. that  abbey  by  Gualeran,  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  Tho- 
mas archbi^op  of  Canterbury,  and  others.  Thefe 
tithes  continued  part  of  the  pofleflions  of  this  abbey 
till  the  diflblution  of  it,  anno  30  king  Henry  VIII, 
when  it  was,  together  with  its  revenues,  furrendered 
into  that  king’s  hands,  to  the  ufe  of  him,  his  heirs  and 
fucceflbrs  for  ever.  This  portion  of  tithes  is  now  the 
eftate  of  the  Right  Hon.  Charles  lord  Romney. 

The  re<5tor  of  Cookftone  at  this  time  receives  no 
tithes  of  forty-fix  acres,  of  the  half  of  feventy- eight 
acres,'  and  of  one  third  of  ftventy-fix  acres  of  land,  as 
above  mentioned,  the  remainder  being  in  the  pofleflion 
of  the  leflee  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
He  likewife  receives  no  tithe  of  the  feventy-feven 
acres,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  abbey  of  Mai- 
ling* I have  been  credibly  informed  that  archbilhop 
Laud,  who  had  been  once  re6tor  of  this  parilh,  pur- 
chafed  this  portion  of  tithes  late  belonging  to  Mailing- 
abbey,  and  likewife  the  leafc  of  the  chaunter’s  portion, 
held  from  the  dean  and  chapter,  and  gave  them  both> 
to  this  reftory,  but  through  the^troubles  of  the  times; 
which  followed,  both  were  alienated  from  it,  and  the 
reftor  being  fequefteredi  and  not  living  dll  the  Refto- 

ration. 
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ration,  there  was  no  attempt  made  to  recover  them 
In  a fmt  brought  by  the  Rev.  Caleb  Parfeft,  late  refto; 
ofthisparinj.agamft  the  earl  of  Darnley,  owner  of 
Cobham-hall,  with  the  parks,  &c.  belonging  to  it 
about  eighty  acres  of  land  inclofcd  in  the  inn?r  park  ’ 
were  acknowledged  to  be  within  this  parilh  ’ 

Thisreftory  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  14I 
jp.  5d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  9s.  6id. 


CHURCH  OF  COOKSTONE 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  iuho?n  Jirefented. 
Bijho/is  of  Rochefer 


P Reg.  Roff.  p.  161.  q Ibid.  259. 

* Ibid.  260.  s Spel.Glofn 

* Reg.  Roff.  p.  263.  u Ibid.  261. 

Ibid.  p.  772.  He  had  been  chap- 
lain to  king  Edward  VI.  and  lies  bu- 
ried in  the  S.  chancel  of  this  church. 

* He  refigned  this  rciflorjr  for  Nor- 
ton, and  was  afterwards  archbiftiop  of 
Canterbury. 

y He  wasalfo  retflor  of  Stone,  near 
Dartfofd,  and  prebendary  and  arch- 
alcacon  of  Rochefter.  He  lies  buiied  in 
Rochefter  cathedral. 

* And  archdeacon  of  Rochefter. 
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d In  Gift.  1733,  a dirpenfation  paf- 
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Hone,  and  is  alfo  a fix  preacher  of  Can- 
terbury cathedral. 
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C O B H A M. 

NORTHWARD  from  Cookftone  lies  Cobham,  a 
very  fmall  part  of  which  is  within  the  hundred  of  Hoo. 

The  parish  of  Cobham  is  rather  an  unfrequented 
place,  not  having  any  road  of  traffic  tlirough  it.  It  is  a 
healthy  and  rather  a pleafant  fituation,  tho’  the  woods 
and  foliage  in  Cobham-park  give  it  in  general  a gloomy 
appearance;  it  extends  about  two  miles  and  a half 
from  eafl:  to  weft,  and  a mile  and  a half  from  north  to 
fouthj  it  contains  about  two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  feventy  houfes,  exclufive  of  the  col- 
lege, about  feven  hundred  and  fixty  inhabitants.  Cob- 
ham park,  having  the  manfion  of  Cobham-hall  fituated 
in  a vale  within  it,  contains  the  greateft  part  of  the  pa- 
rifh ; on  an  eminence  in  the  park,  about  a mile  from 
the  houfe,  is  a coftly  maufoleum,  built  purfuant  to  the 
will  of  the  late  earl,  as  a burial  place  for  himfelf  and 
family,,  which  being  finiffied,  his  body,  which  was  de- 
pofited  in  the  church,  was  brought  hither,  and  laid  in 
k.  The  building  is  a conipicuous  objedt  to  a confi- 
derable  diftance  round  it.  It  ftands  on  Williams’s-hill, 
on  a fpot  of  ground  where  it  is  faid  there  was  once  a 
chapel.  This  elegant  ftruflure  is  odlangular,  built  of 
Portland  ftone,  the  columns  at  each  angle  fupporting 
a,  farcophagus,  the  top  terminating  with  a quadrangu- 
lar pyramid  over  the  vault,  which  has  fixteen  recefles 
or  burial  places  in  it,  befides  thofe  for  the  late  earl  and 
his  countefs ; riiere  is  a chapel  elegantly  fitted  up,  the 
windows  of  which  are  of  ftained  glafs,  and  ornamented 
with  Brocotello  marble.  The  foil  is  various;  ftrong 
good  mould,  chalk,  and  fome  gravel,  and  is  in  general 
accounted  a good  wheat  land.  The  village  is  fituated 
on  high  ground,  in  the  fouth  weft  part  of  the  parifh, 
having  the  church  within  it,  from  which  there  is  a moft 
extenfive  view  fouthweftward  over  the  country ; ad- 
joining to  the  church  yard  is  Cobham  college,  and  at 
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the  weft  end  of  the  ftreet  the  parfonage,  the  property  and 
refidence  of  Mr.  Pemble.  At  a fmall  diftance  further  is 
the  eftate  of  Outlets,  and  at  the  weftern  boundary  of 
the  parifli  the  manor  of  Henhurft ; Cobham  mount  is 
fituatcd  about  a quarter  of  a mile’s  diftance  from  the 
Shinglewell  road,  which  runs  along  the  northern  fide 
of  this  parifti,  by  the  pales  of  the  park.  The  north - 
eaft  parts  adjoining  Cobham -park,  formerly  called  the 
out  park  grounds,  are  covered  with  coppice  woods. 

The  antient  Roman  road,  or  Watling-ftreet-way, 
fliews  itfelf  very  plainly  from  Shinglewell  hither,  in 
its  way  to  Rochefter,  with  the  hedges  ftanding  on  it, 
fometimes  on  the  right  and  fonietimes  on  the  left  of 
the  prefent  road,  and  at  other  times  falling  in  with  it. 
It  goes  on  to  Cobham-park,  where  the  pales  feem  to 
ftand  on  it  for  fome  little  fpace,  foon  after  which Jt 
leaves  them,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  pallage  out  of  the 
north  gate  of  the  park,  where  the  way  crofles  it,  from 
thence  it  runs  into  a thick  wood,  where  it  is  not  to 
be  followed.  At  the  north  weft  boundary  of  this 
parifh,  adjoining  the  above  road,  is  a water,  called 
St.  Thomas’s-well,  probably  from  the  ufe  made  of  it 
by  St.  Thomas  Becket  in  his  journeyings  through 
thefe  parts. 

Our  HERBALISTS  havc  taken  notice  of  the  following 
fcarce  plants,  growing  in  this  parifli,  viz. 

Pneumonanthe,  Calathian  violet.  , 

Trachelium  majus,  blue  and  alfo  white  Canterbury  hells ^ 
found  under  Cobham  park  pale Sy  in  the  road  from  Shin- 
glewell to  Rochefer, 

Chamaepitys,  ground  pine  of  fever al  forts. 
'VT2LQon^2in\iv[\i  goats  marjoromy  or  organy,  near  Cobham 
houfe. 

Lamium  lutcum  etiam  riibrum,  the  yellow  archangely  as 
alfo  the  redy  found  in  Cobham  woods. 

Lautana  five  viburnum,  the  wayfaring  treeJ 

* Johnfon’s  Gerarde’s  Herb.  p.  438,  448,  667,  702,  1490. 
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NarcilTus  fylveftris  pallidus  calyce  luteo,  the  tvild  Eng-  i 

lifh  daffodil^  obferved  by  Mr.  ‘dhorpe  of  Bexley ^ in  a I 

moiji  place  or  two  in  Cobham  park.  | 

On  October  19,  1714,  anno  ift  king  George  I.  | 
Sir  Richard  Temple,  bart.  was,  by  letters  patent,  ere-  | 
ated  baron  Cobham  of  Cobham,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 
He  was  grandfon  of  Sir  Peter  Temple,  bart.  w^ho  mar- 
ried to  his  fecond  wife,  by  whom  only  he  had  male 
iflfue,  Chriftian,  the  eldeft  daughter  and  coheir  of  Sir 
John  Levefon,  of  W home’s  place,  by  Frances  his  wife, 
daughter  and  foie  heir  of  Sir  Tho.  Sondes,  of  Throw- 
ley,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Brooke  lord  Cobham,  &c.  and  fifter  of  George 
Brooke  lord  Cobham,  attainted,  anno  i king  James  I. 
by  reafon  of  which  defeent  from  Brooke  lord  Cobham, 

Sir  Richard  Temple  obtained  the  titles  of  baron  and 
vifeount  Cobham  ; and  on  April  7,  1718,  he  was  crea-  I 
ted  baron  and  vifeount  of  the  fame  place,  with  a limi-  | 
ration  of  both  titles  to  his  heirs,  and  in  default  to  Hef-  1 
ter,  his  fecond  filter,  the  wife  of  Richard  Grenville, 
cfq.  of  Wotton,  and  to  the  heirs  male  of  her  body. 
Richard  vifeount  Cobham,  died  in  1749,  without  if- 
fue,  on  which  his  titles  and  eftates  deicended  to  his  I 
filter,  Hcfter  Grenville  above  mentioned,  who  was 
created,  in  1 749,  countefs  Temple,  with  the  dignity  of  i 
earl  Temple  to  her  heirs  male;  Ihe  died  in  1752,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  her  eldeft  fon  and  heir,  Richard 
Grenville  Temple,  earl  T emple,  and  vifeount  and  baron 
of  Cobham,®  who  died,/. /).  in  1779,  without  ilTue;  on 
which  his  titles  defeended  to  his  nephew,  George  Nu- 
gent Grenville  Temple  (the  eldeft  fon  of  his  next  bro- 
ther George/  fince  created  marquis  of  Buckingham, 
who  is  the  prefent  vifeount  and  baron  of  Cobham. 

This  place  afforded  both  feat  and  furname  to  that 
noble  and  eminent  family  of  Cobham,  poffeffors  of  this 

* Willis’s  Buckinghamfh.  p.  2^6.  Coll.  Peerage,  vol.  vi.  p.  51. 
Philipott,  p.  120.  AISS.  pedigree  of  Cobham.  Dugdale’s  Bar. 
vol.  ii.  p.  65. 
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manor,  and  tlie  manfion  on  it,  called  Cobham-hall, 
who,  from  the  earlieft  accounts  of  time,  filled  the 
higheft  polls  of  trull  and  honour  with  the  grcatell  luf- 
tre,  both  to  themlelves  and  their  country. 

Henry  de  Cobham,  owner  of  this  place,  was  one  of 
the  Recogni tores  magna  or  jullices  of  the  great 

alfize,  in  the  ill  year  of  king  John,  and  bore  for  his 
arms.  Gules y on  a chevron  or,  three  fieurs  de  Its  azure. 
He  left  three  fons,  John,  Reginald,  and  William;  of 
thefe,  Reginald  (the  fecond)  was  a jullice  itinerant  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  and  was  fherilF  of  Kent, 
and  conllable  of  Dover  callle  and  warden  of  the  cinque 
ports.  He  died  in  the  42d  year  of  that  reign  j and 
William  the  third  fon  was  likewife  a jullice  itinerant 
in  the  fame  reign.  John  de  Cobham,  the  eldell  fon, 
fucceeded  his  father  in  the  manor  of  Cobham,  and  was 
twice  married;  firll  to  the  daughter  of  Warine  Fitz- 
benedifl,  by  whom  he  had  tvvo  fons;  John,  who  was 
of  Cobham  ; and  Henry,  commonly  called  Le  Uncle, 
who  was  of  Roundal,  in  Shorne,  where  a further  ac- 
count will  be  given  of  him  and  his  pollerity : fecondly 
to  Joane,  daughter  of  Hugh  de  Neville,  by  whom  he 
had  one  fon,  Reginald,  who  was  ancellor  to  the  Cob- 
hams  of  Sterborough  callle,  in  Surry,  and  the  lords 
Borough,  as  may  be  feen  more  at  large  under  Chiding-' 
Rone. 

John,  the  eldell  fon  above  mentioned,  by  the  firll 
wife,  was  knighted,  and  from  his  being  conllable  of 
Rocheller  callle  early  in  life,  was  commonly  called  the 
young  conjiable.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  GuleSy  on  a 
chevron  or,  three  lions  rampant  fable  j which  coat  was 
continued  by  his  pollerity.  He  was  a man  well  verled 
in  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  among  other  high  em- 
ployments, in  king  Henry  III.’s  reign,  he  was  conlli- 
tuted  Iherilf  of  Kent,  and  continued  in  that  office  for 
feveral  years ; he  was  likewife  a jullice  itinerant  at  fe- 
veral  times  in  the  lame  reign,  and  afterwards  a jullice 
of.the  common-pleas  3 in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I. 
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one  of  the  juftices  of  the  court  of  King’s  bench,  and  a | 
juftice  itinerant ; in  the  3d  of  that  reign  he  was  one  of  j 
the  king’s  fergeants  at  law,  and  the  next  year  one  of  [ 

the  juftices  of  the  common  pleas,  as  alfo  one  of  the  1 

barons  of  the  exchequer. **  In  the  4th  year  of  that  reign  | 
he  had  a grant  of  the  king’s  fpecial  favour  for  the  | 
change  of  the  defcent  of  all  his  gavelkind  lands,  and  i 
that  the  fame  fhould  in  future  defcend  as  lands  held  by  j 
fergeantry  or  knights  fervice.^  He  died  in  the  28th  | 
year  of  it,  poflefled  of  this  manor  and  others  in  this  | 
county,  leaving  by  Joane  his  firft  wife,  daughter  and  | 
coheir  of  Sir  Robert  de  Sepcvans,  a fon,  Henry  de 
Cobham,  who  had  pofleflion  granted  of  the  lands  of 
his  inheritance,  excepting  the  dowry  of  Methania,  his 
father’s  laft  wife,  who  lies  buried  in  this  church,  with 
an  epitaph  in  French,  without  any  date.  He,  as  well  as 
fifty-four  other  Kentifti  gentlemen,  who  were  the  flower 
of  the  gentry  of  this  country,  attended  king  Edward  I.. 
in  his  vidorious  expedition  into  Scotland,  and  were  all 
knighted  for  their  afliftance  at  the  fiege  of  Carlaverok, 
in  that  kingdom,  where  there  were  no  lefs  than  four  of  I 
this  family  prefent,  who  received  that  honour — Sir 
Henry  and  Sir  Reginald  de  Cobham,  of  Cobham  ; 

Sir  -Henry  de  Cobham  le  Unde.,  of  Roundal,  and  Sir 
Stephen  de  Cobham,  his  fon.’^ 

Sir  Henry  de  Cobham,  who  poflefled  this  manor,- 
and  had  the  addition  of  junior,  to  diftinguiih  him  i 
from  Henry  his  uncle,  then  living,  in  the  8th  year  of  ( 
king  Edward  II.  was  made  conftable  of  Dover-caftle  i 
and  warden  of  the  cinque  ports ; after  which  he -was  in  j 
the  wars  of  Scotland,  and  in  the  T5.th  year  , of  it  was  l 
governor  of  Tunbridge-caftle,  and  had  fummons  to 
parliament  in  the  6th  of  that  reign,  and  was  one  of  the 

^ Madox’s  Exchequer,  p,  74S,  et  feq.  ' 

' Robiaion’s  Gavelkind,  p,  62.  Rot.  Cart,  ejus  ann.  No.  17.  j 
Philipott,  p,  121,  givesa  lift  of  them,  from  a roll  of  Robert  | 

Glover,  tfq.  A lift  of  the  nobles  who  attended  king  Edward  in  i 

this  expedition,  may  be  feen  among  the  Harl,  MSS.  No.  78-iS.  ! 
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confervators  of  the  peace  in  this  county,  a place  of  no 
fmall  confequence,  which  he  held  at  the  time  of  his 
death.*  He  left  by  Maud  de  Columbiers,  his  wife, 
three  fons ; John,  who  fucceeded  him  at  Cobham ; 
Thomas,  who  was  of  Beluncle,  in  Hoo;  and  Reginald, 
redor  of  Cowling.  Sir  John  de  Cobham,  the  eldeft 
fon,  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  had  been 
made  admiral  of  the  king’s  fleet,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames  weft  ward,  and  was  afterwards  a juftice  of 
oyer  and  terminer  in  Kent,"  and  conftable  of  the  city 
and  caftle  of  Rochefter.  In  the  17th  year  of  that  reign 
he  obtained  a charter  for  free  warren  within  all  his  dc- 
mefne  lands  within  his  lordfliips  of  Cobham,  and  other 
manors  belonging  to  him  in  this  county,  and  in  the 
25th  year  of  that  reign,  he  received  fummons  to  par- 
liament," and  was  afterwards  made  a banneret,  and 
ferved  in  the  wars  in  France.  He  died  in  the  -jjd 
year  of  that  reign,  being  then  poirelTed  of  this  manor 
of  Cobham.  He  left  by  Joane  his  wife,  daughter  of 
John  lord  Beauchamp  of  Stoke,  one  fon,  John  de 
Cobham,  of  Cobham,  who  the  year  after  his  father’s 
death,  began  the  foundation  of  a chantry  or  college  in 
the  church  of  Cobham,  and  endowed  it  with  ample  re- 
venues, as  will  be  further  mentioned.  In  the  40th 
and  41ft  years  of  king  Edward  III.  he  ferved  in  the 
king’s  wars  in  France,  and  in  the  latter  of  them  he  was 
lent  ambaflador  to  Rome,  and  that  year  obtained  the. 
grant  of  a market  every  week  upon  the  Monday,  at 
his  manor  of  Cobham,  and  a fair  yearly.  In  the  ift 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  he  was  appointed  one  of  that 
king’s  council,  and  ferved  again  in  the  French  ’wars, 
with  three  knights,  one  hundred  and  five  efquires,  one 
hundred  and  ten  men  at  arms,  and  one  hundred  and  ten 
archers,  and  was  made  a banneret.  In  the  4th  year  he 

’ Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  65,  et  feq.  MSS.  pedigrees  of  Cobham, 
Brooke,  and  Borough. 

Rot.  Clauf.  anno  10  king  Edward  HI.  m.  20. 

“ Cott.  Rec,  p.  72,  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  ann.  Weever,  p.  327,- 
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obtained  licence  to  make  a caftle  of  his  houfe  at  Cou- 
lyng,  which  he  then  rebuilt,  and  that  year,  with  the 
afliftance  of  Sir  Robert  Knollys,  built  the  new  bridge 
of  (lone  acrofs  the  Medway,  at  Rochefter,  at  their  joint 
and  great  expence,  for  the  good  of  the  country  in 
general.  In  the  loth  of  that  reign  he  was  appointed 
one  of  thofe  thirteen  lords,  conftituted  governors  of  the 
realm,  and  to  enquire  into  the  former  mifearriages  in 
the  government  of  it.  On  this  account  he  was  im- 
peached of  treafon  by  the  lords  appellant,  and  had 
judgment  of  death,  and  to  forfeit  all  fuch  lands  as  he 
had  in  fee  in  the  loth  year  of  it,  with  his  goods  and  all 
his  fee  tailed  lands  for  his  life,  remainder  to  the  right 
heirs  in  tail  y notwithftanding  which  the  king,  of  his 
mere  grace,  on  condition  no  further  means  of  pardon 
were  made  to  him,  granted  him  his  life,  during  which 
he  was  to  remain  in  prilbn  in  the  ifle  of  Jerfey.  At 
the  acceflion  of  king  Henry  IV.  he  was  received  into 
favour  by  the  king,  and  having  been  conftantly  fum- 
moned  to  parliament  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  died 
in  the  9th  year  of  that  reign,  being  then  pofTefled  of 
this  manor,  and  others  in  this  county,’ and  was  buried 
in  the  church  of  Cobham,  having  on  his  grave  ftone 
his  effigy,  holding  a church  in  his  hands,  infculped  in 
brafs,  as  the  founder  of  the  college  in  it.  He  married 
Margaret,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Hugh  Courtenay, 
earl  of  Devonfhire,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  daugh- 
ter Joane,  who  likewife  died  in  his  life  time,  leaving 
by  her  hufband.  Sir  John  de  la  Poole,  an  only  daugh- 
ter Joane,  who  on  the  death  of  her  grandfather,  John 
lord  Cobham  above  mentioned,  became  his  heir.  She 
is  faid  to  have  had  five  hufbands,  of  whom  Sir  Reginald, 
fecond  fon  of  Sir  Gerard  Braybrooke,  was  the  fecond, 
who  died  at  Midleborough,  in  Flanders,  in  1405,  and 
lies  buried  in  this  church,  as  do  Reginald  and  Robert, 
two  of  their  Ions,  who  died  infants.  His  arms.  Seven 
niajcles  gnles^  ihreCy  threcy  mid  oney  are  flill  remaining 
carved  on  the  roof  of  the  cloifters  at  Canterbury.  By 
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him  flic  left  an  only  daughter  Joane,  who  afterwards 
became  heir  to  her  eftates,  as  well  as  to  the  barony  of 
Cobham.  A t the  time  of  her  grandfather’s  deceafe, 
flie  was  the  wife  of  Sir  Nicholas  Hawberk,  who  died 
at  Cowling-caftle,  in  1407,  and  lies  buried  here,  by 

T u H'e  mstried  Sir 

1 who  in  her  right  aflTumed  the  title  of 

lord  Cobham,  and  poflefled  this  manor  with  the  reft 
of  her  eftates.  He  bore  for  his  arms,  Argent^  a cajile 
oj  three  towers  embattled  fable which  arms,  impaled 
with  thofe  of  Cobham,  are  carmi  on  the  roof  of  the 
cloifters  at  Canterbury,  as  are  thofe  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  Cobham. 

■ Sir  John  Oldcaftle  received  fummons  to  parliament 
by  the  title  of  John  de  Oldcaftle,  chh.  in  the  i ith  year 
of  king  Henry  IV.  but  in  the  ift  year  of  Henry  V 
attaching  himfelf  to  the  Lollards,  he  became  one  of 
the  chief  of  their  left,  for  which  he  was  cited  to  appear 
before  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  upon  which,  re- 
tiring to  his  caftle  of  Cowling,  he  was  ftiortly  after  ap- 
prehended there,  and  being  brought  from  thence  be- 
fore the  archbifhop  and  others,  in  the  cathedral  of  St. 
Paul,  had  fentence  pafted  on  him  as  an  heretic ; after 
which,  being  convicted  on  record  in  the  court  of  kino-’s 
bench,  for  confpiring  together  with  others,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty  men,  called  Lollards,  at  St.  Giles’s  in 
the  Fields,  to  fubvert  the  ftate  of  the  clergy,  and  to 
kill  the  king,  his  brother,  and  other  nobles,  he  fled  into 
Wales,  where  being  taken  within  the  territory  of  the 
lord  Powis,  he  was  brought  back  to  London,  being  in 
the  mean  time  outlawed  upon  treafon  in  the  above 
court,  and  excommunicated  before  the  bifhop.  In 
confequence  of  which,  in  the  5 th  year  of  that  reign, 
he  was  adjudged,  upon  that  record  and  procefs,  to  be 
carried  to  the  tower  of  London,  and  from  thence  to  be 
drawn  through  London  to  the  new  gallows  in  St. 
Giles’s,  and  there  to  be  hanged  and  burned  hanging. 
After  his  execution,  Joane  his  wife  furviving,  again 
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became  pofTefled  of  Cobham  manor,  and  the  reft  of  the 
eftates  of  her  inheritance,  of  which  fhe  died  poflefted 
in  the  12th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  and  was  buried  in 
this  church.®  She  was  then  the  wife  of  John  Harp- 
den,P  who,  if  he  was  then  living,  did  not  p')flefs  this 
or  any  of  her  eftates  after  her  death,  for  her  only 
daughter  and  heir  Joane,  by  her  fecond  hufband.  Sir 
Gerard  Braybrooke  above  mentioned,  then  entitled 
her  hulband.  Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  of  Somerfetfhire,  to 
them,  who,  though  he  was  in  his  wife’s  right  baron  of 
Cobham,  yet  he  never  had  fummons  to  parliament. 
He  died  in  the  17th  year  of  king  Henry  VI.  having 
had  by  her  ten  fons  and  four  daughters.  The  family 
of  Brooke  was  feated  at  the  manor  De  la  Brooke, 
near  llchefter,  in  that  county,  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward I.^  and  bore  for  their  arms,  GuleSy  on  a chevron 
argent^  a lion  rampant  fable^  langued  and  unguled  gules^ 
crowned  or.  Of  the  furviving  fons  of  Sir  Thomas 
Brooke,  Edward  was  the  eldeftj  Reginald,  efq.  was  of 
Afpal,  in  Suffolk ; and  Hugh  was  anceftor  of  the 
Brookes  of  Glaftonbury  abbey  and  Barrow-grove,  in 
Somerfetfhire.  Sir  Edward  fucceeded  his  father  in 
title  and  in  his  eftates  at  Cobham  and  elfewhere ; he 
received  fummons  to  parliament  by  the  title  of  Edward 
Brooke  de  Cobham,  chlh  and  was  a firm  friend  to  the 
houfe  of  York he  died  pofleffed  of  this  manor  in 
the  4th  year  of  king  Edward  IV. 

His  direft  defeendant.  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cob- 
ham, procured  his  lands  to  be  difgavelled  by  the  ad 
of  the  3 ift  of  king  Henry  VIII.  He  was  a perfon  of 
great  eminence  in  his  time,  efpecially  in  the  reign  of 

° See  much  of  the  profecution  of  Sir  John  Oldcaftle,  taken 
from  the  public  records  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  No.  420,  421. 
Cott.  Rec.  p,  328,  553.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.p.  67.  Weever,  328. 

P Rot.  Efch.  ejiis  an. 

**  The  following  account  of  the  family  is  taken  from  feveral 
MSS.  pedigrees  ot  it,  well  attefted.  There  are  many  pedigrees 
of  this  family  among  the  Harleian  MSS. 

^ Cdtt.  Rec.  p.  628  to  679.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii,  p.  281. 

king 
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king  Edward  VI.  being  then  a pri  vy  counfellor,  knight 
of  the  Garter,  and  lord  deputy  of  Calais ; and  amon<r 
the  Harleian  manulcripts,  No.  283  and  284,  is  a largi 
colledion  of  letters  on  ftate  affairs,  to  and  from  this 
lord  Cobham,  lord  deputy,  during  the  reigns  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  king  Edward,  and  queen  Ma^ryj*  but  in 
the  I ft  year  of  the  latter  reign  he  was  committed  pri- 
foner  to  the  tower  of  London,  on  fufpicion  of  beinor 
concerned  with  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt  in  his  infurredlion^^ 
though  he  was  ftiortly  after  releafed  from  thence.  He 
refided  both  at  Cowling-caftle  and  Cobham-hall,  at  the 
former  of  which  he  died  in  the  5th  and  6th  years  of 
king  Philip  and  queen  Mary,  and  was  buried  amono- 
his  anceftors  in  this  church.  By  Anne  his  wife,  fifte? 
and  coheir  of  John  lord  Bray,  he  had  ten  fons  and  four 
daughters,  as  appears  by  his  monument  in  this  church. 
Of  the  fons,  William  was  the  eldeft;  George,  the  fe  * 
cond,  married  Chriftian,  daughter  and  heir  of  Richard 
Duke,  of  Otterton,  in  Devonfhire,  by  whom  he  had 
Duke  Brooke  and  others;  Thomas,  the  third,  left  two 
daughters  and  coheirs  ; John,  the  fourth  fon,  called 
aUb  Cobham,  lies  buried  in  Newington  church,  near 
Sittingborne,  where  there  is  a neat  monument  over  him; 
Sir  Henry  Brooke,  the  5th  fon,  called  alfo  Cobham, 
had  feyeral  fons  and  daughters,  of  whom  the  fecond 
fon.  Sir  John  Brooke,  ofHekington,  in  Lincolnfhire, 
was,  anno  20  king  Charles  I.  in  confideration  of  his 
fufferings  for  his  loyalty,  advanced  to  the  title  of  lord 
Cobham,  to  enjoy  the  fame  as  amply  as  any  of  his  an- 
ceftors had  done. 

Sir  William  lucceeded  his  father  in  his  eftates,  and 
as  lord  Cobham,'  ^md  on  July  17  following,  entertained 
tjueen  Elizabeth  at  Cobham -hall,  in  the  1 ft  year  of  her 
reign,  with  a noble  welcome,  as  fhe  took  her  progrefs 
through  Kent,  He  was  a perfon  much  in  favour  with 

’ See  a lift  of  grants  made  to  the  lord  Cobham  in  the  caftrations 
to  Holiinflied’s  Chronicle. 

^ Cooke’s  MSS.  Baronetage.  Strype’s  Annals,  vol.  i.p.  194. 

that 
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that  queen,  and  was'  continually  erfiploycd  by  her  in 
different  negotiations  abroad ; he  was  lord  warden  of 
the.  cinque  ports,  conftable  of  Dover  caftle,  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county  of  Kent,  one  of  her  privy  coun- 
cil, lord  chamberlain,  and  knight  of  the  order  of  the 
Garter.  He  died  in  the  3yth  of  that  reign,  and  was 
buried  at  Cobham  j he  bore  for  his  arms  fifteen  coats ; 
Brookcy  Cobham^  Delapole^  Peverely  Erasbrookey  St. 
Jmandy  Brayy  Haliwell,  Norburyy  Bv.tlery  Sudleyy 
Montforty  Crofery  and  Dabernon-y  having  been  twice 
married ; firft  to  Dorothy,  daughter  of  George  lord 
Abergavenny,  by  whom  he  had  an  only  daughter, 
wife  of  Thomas  Coppinger,  efq.  of  Stoke,  in  this 
county,  and  afterwards  of  Edmond  Beecher,  efq.  fe- 
condiy  to  Frances,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Newton,  by 
whom  he  had  three  fons  and  three  daughters;  of  the 
former,  the  eldeft  fucceeded  him  in  title  and  eftate ; 
Sir  William  Brooke,  the  fecond  fon,  was  twice  mar- 
ried, but  died  without  male  iffue ; George,  the  youn- 
gcft,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Thomas 
lord  Borough,  by  whom  he  had  iffue ; of  the  daugh- 
ters, Margaret,  the  eldeft,  was  married  to  Sir  Thomas 
Sondes  of  Throwley,  from  whofe  foie  daughter  and 
heir,  Frances,  defcended  the  prefent  marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham, vifcount  and  baron  of  Cobham,  as  has  been 
before  mentioned. 

Henry  lord  Cobham,  the  eldeft  fon,  was  likewife 
lord  warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  conftable  of  Dover- 
caftle,  lord  lieutenant  of  this  county,  and  knight  of 
the  Garter;  but  in  the  i ft  year  of  king  James  I.  being 
accufed  of  having,  with  his  brother  George,  the  lord 
Grey  of  Wilton,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  others,  con- 
fpired  to  kill  the  king,  and  by  an  infurre(flion  to  alter  the 
religion  and  fubvert  the  government,  they  were  brought 
to  trial,  and  being  found  guilty,  had  judgment  of  death 
pronounced  againft  them;  George,  his  brother,  was 
beheaded,  and  both  of  them  attainted ; but  the  exe- 
cution of  the  lord  Cobham  and  fome  of  the  others  wasj 

through 
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through  the  king’s  clOTcncy/fuperfcded.  and  his  eftates 
which  are  fa.d  to  be  fcven  thoufand  pounds  per  annum 

forfeh^’w  ‘ f thoufand  in  goods  and  chattels,  beinir 
forfeited  to  the  crown,  he  lived  many  years  afterwards 
m great  mifery  and  poverty,  and  died  in  1619.  He 
married  Frances,  daughter  of  Charles  earl  of  Nottins- 
ham,  and  widow  of  die  earl  of  Kildare,  by  whom  he 
had  no  1 rue,  fo  that  William,  fon  of  his  brother  GeoJ<i 
became  his  heir,  and  was  rellored  (with  his  fifters)°in 
blood  in  the  yth  year  of  that  reign,  but  not  to  enjoy 

iace'  whLh Cobham  without  the  king’s  efpeda^ 
j^race,  which  was  never  granted  hiiTi.“  - 

This  manor  coming  thus  to  the  crown  by  his  attain- 

der,  was  confirmed  to  it  by  an  ad,  pafled  in  the  qd 

year  of  king  James  I.  as  were  Jikewife  all  grants  made 

y the  king  of  the  lord'Cobham’s  eftates  and  pofief- 

fions.  After  which  this  manor,  with  the  feat  of  Cob- 

ham-hall  and  the  reft  of  the  lord  Cobham’s  lands,  in 

^is  parifh,  was  granted  by  the  king,  in  his  loth  year, 

Lodowick  Stuart,  duke  of  Lenox,  who 

^d  their  children,  had  been  naturalized  by  parliament 
in  the  III  year  of  that  reign.  ^ 

Lodowick,  duke  of  Lenox,  was  the  fon  of  Efine 
uart,  created  duke  of  Lenox,  in  Scotland,  by  king; 
James  I and  grandfoii  of  John  lord  Aubigny,  younger 
brother  to  Matthew  earl  of  Lenox,  who  was  grandfa- 
ther  to  that  king.  Jn  the  life  time  of  his  father  he 
Dore  the  titles  of  lord  Darnley,  Tarbolton,  and  Meth- 
ven,  and  on  his  death  fucceeded  to  the  dukedom, 
and  hkewife  to  the  hereditary  offices  of  lord  great 
chamberlain  and  admiral  of  Scotland.  After  kincr 
James  s acceffion  to  the  throne  of  England,  he  wa? 
made  a privy  counfellor  and  knight  of  the  Garter; 
and  in  the  1 1 th  year,  he  was  created  lord  Settrington  of 
ettnngton,  in  i orkfhire,  earl  of  Richmond,  and  in 

^ Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  283,  426.  Orig.  223,  305,  309.  • • . . 

the 
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the  2 1 ft  year  of  it,  earl  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  and 
duke  of  Richmond ; he  died  fuddenly  at  Whitehall, 
in  the  month  of  February  following,  and  was  ho- 
nourably buried  in  king  Henry  VII. ’s  chapel  in  W eft- 
minfter  abbey,  where  a ftately  tomb  is  erecfted  to  his 
memory.  The  duke’s  arms,  within  the  garter,  is 
painted  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  Middle  Temple 
hall,  viz.  four  coats  quarterly;  ift  and  4th,  Jzure, 
three  Jleurs  de  lis  or^  zvithin  a bordure  gules y charged 
with  eight  round  buckles  or  \ 2d  and  3d,  Argent y a fefs 
ehequy  argent  and  guleSy  within  a bordure  engrailed  of  the 
field ; over  all  an  ejcutcheon  of  pretence y argent  y a Jaltier 
engrailedy  between  four  rofes  gules  ; the  motto,  Avant 
Darnley.  And  the  fame  arms,  without  the  garter,  as 
well  as  that  of  his  brother  Efme,  are  in  the  eaft  win- 
dow of  Gray’s-inn  hall.  Although  he  was  thrice 
married,  he  left  no  iffue  by  either  of  his  wives,  fo 
that  he  was  fucceeded,  as  duke  of  Lenox,  and  in  this 
eftate,  by  his  only  brother,  Efme  Stuart,  lord  Aubig- 
ney,  who  had  been  created  lord  Leighton  of  Leigh- 
ton Bromfwold,  in  Huntingdonlhire,  and  earl  of 
March,  in  the  17th  year  of  the  fame  reign  ; he  mar- 
ried Catherine,  the  foie  daughter  and  heir  of  Gervas, 
lord  Clifton,  of  Leighton  Bromfwold,  who  had  re- 
ceived fummons  as  fuch  to  parliament,  by  writ,  July 
9,  in  the  6th  year  of  that  reign,  by  whom  he  had 
feven  fons  and  four  daughters.  Of  the  former,  James 
carl  of  March,  theeldeft,  will  be  mentioned  hereafter; 
George,  ftiled  lord  Aubigney,  was  flain  in  the  royal 
caufe  at  the  battle  of  Edge-hill,  in  1642,  leaving  by 
Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  Theophilus  earl  of 
Suffolk,  one  fon,  Charles,  and  a daughter,  Catherine, 
both  of  whom  will  be  mentioned  hereafter ; John  died 
of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  fight  of  Bramdene, 
in  1644;  and  Bernard  was  captain  of  the  king’s  horfc 
guards,  in  which  poft  he  performed  eminent  fervices, 
in  confideration  of  which  he  was  defigned  to  be  crea- 
ted baron  of  Newbery  and  earl  of  Litchfield,  and 

accordingly 
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accordingly  took  onhimfelf  thole  titles,  but  before  the 
neceflary  forms  could  be  completed,  he  was  flain  in  a 
fight  with  the  parliament  forces,  near  Chefter,  in  164  c 

fiis  brothers,  George  and  John’ 
in  the  choir  of  Chrift  church,  in  Oxford  ’ 

Efme,  duke  of  Lenox,  furvived  his  brother  but  a 

ceeded  by  his  el  deft  ion  James,  duke  of  Lenox,  who, 

WdftaJT  he  w^s  alfo 

Sc^tt  lH^l  chamberlain  and  admiral  of 

Scotland,  lord  fteward  of  the  king’s  houfehold,  war^ 

den  of  the  cinque  ports,  gentleman  of  the  bedcham- 

H I married 

the  lady  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  George  VilJiers 

duke  of  Buckingham,  widow  of  Charles  lord  Herbert' 
he  died  in  1655,  and  was  buried  befide  his  uncle' 
Lodowick,  duke  of  Richmond,  in  the  Ibuth  lide  of 
king  Henry  VII.’s  chapel,  leaving  an  only  fon,  Efme, 
and  a daughter  Mary, 

rhVH  Richmond  and  Lenox,  the  fon, 

died  in  France,  m 1 660,  being  at  that  time  about  ten 
years  of  age  ; upon  which  his  titles'  and  this  manor 
ot  Cobham,  among  other  eftates  belonging  to  him 
devo  ved  to  his  coulin  german  and  next  heir  male' 
Charles  Stuart,  earl  of  Litchfield,  fon  of  his  uncle 
George  lord  Aubigney  above  mentioned,  the  next 
furviving  brother  of  his  father  James  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, who,  although  he  was  thrice  married,  left  no 
illue  by  either  of  his  wives.  He  died  near  Elfineur 

u ^ knight  of  the  Garter,  and* 

amballador  extraordinary  to  that  court,  in  1672;  and 
his  body  being  brought  over  into  England,  was  bu- 
ried  making  Henry  Vll.’s  chapel,  in  Weftminfter- 
aoDey.  Upon  which  Catherine,  his  only  lifter  and 
became  entitled  to  this  manor,  among  the  reft 
of  his  eftates  in  this  county  ; llie  married  Henry  lord 

Dugd,  Bar.  vol. ii,  p.  427.  Uarl.  MSS.  No 
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Obrien,  cldeft  fon  and  heir  of  Henry  earl  of  Tho- 
mond,  by  whom  (he  had  two  fons  and  two  daughters, 
viz.  Donatus  Obrien,  who  married  the  lady  Sophia, 
youngeft  daughter  of  Tho.  Ofborne,  duke  of  Leeds, 
and  was  drowned  in  1682,  leaving  no  iflue;  George, 
the  fecond  fon,  died  young.  Of  the  daughters,  Mary 
married  John  earl  of  Kildare,  by  whom  Ihe  had  one 
fon  only,  who  died  young ; and  Catherine  married 
Edward  lord  Cornbury,  fon  and  heir  of  Henry  earl 
of  Clarendon,  and  will  be  further  mentioned.  Ca- 
therine lady  Obrien,  upon  the  deceafe  of  her  mother, 
filler  and  foie  heir  of  Charles  duke  of  Richmond  and 
Lenox,  became  entitled  to  the  barony  of  Clifton,  and 
in  1673,  made  her  petition  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  to 
be  allowed  it,  and  the  judges,  to  whom  the  petition 
had  been  referred,  by  order  of  the  houfe,  having  re- 
ported their  unanimous  opinion  in  her  favour,  the 
lords,  by  their  refolution,  concurred  in  it. 

Henry  lord  Obrien,  hufband  of  the  lady  Catherine, 
died  in  1678,  whofe  iffiie  by  her  has  been  already 
mentioned ; and  (he  married  in  December  following, 
Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  of  Milbeck-hall,  in  Cumber- 
land, then  one  of  the  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate  and 
a privy  counfellor,  and  entitled  him  to  her  intereft  in 
this  manor,  as  well  as  the  reft  ofher  eftates ; but  the 
duke  of  Richmond  dying  greatly  in  debt,  the  manor 
of  Cobham,  with  Cobham-hall,  and  the  reft  of  his 
eftates  in  this  parifti,  and  elfewhere  in  this  county, 
valued  at  three  thouland  pounds  per  annum,  were  fold 
to  pay  debts  and  for  other  purpofes.  Thofe  in  this 
pari(h,  among  others,  were  purchafed  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Williamfon  above  mentioned ; they  confifted  in  this 
parifh  of  the  manor  of  Cobham,  the  Great  houfe,  with 
its  appurtenances,  the  inward  park,  commonly  called 
the  Deer-park,  with  the  paddocks,  containing  eight 
hundred  and  thirty  acres,  the  woods  in  the  out  park, 
containing  four  hundred  acres,  with  feveral  farms  in 
Jt,  containing  in  the  whole  two  thoufand  three  hun- 
- dred 
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j afterwards  refided  at 

Cobham-hall,  and  died  poflefled  of  them  in  1701 

^ was  buried  in  Weftminfter  abbey.  Sir  iXh 
Williamfon  was  a minifter’s  fon,  of  Cumberland ; he 
had  been  plenipotentiary  once  to  Holland,  and  ano- 
tlier  time  lU  Cologne ; In  1697,  he  went  in  the  fame 
ftation  to  France.  He  was  prefident  of  the  Rorar 
Society  and  by  his  will  left  leveral  chantable  legS 
particulatly  to  Thetford,  which  place  he  had  fofmerlv 

•"  parliament,  and  to  which  he  had  been 
good  benelaftor  in  his  life  time ; as  he  had  been  to 

He  company  of  which  he  tvas  matter. 

He  left  fix  thoufand  pounds  to  Queen’s  college,  in 
Oxford,  where  he  had  been  educated  ; and  founded 
a mathematical  fchool  at  Rochetter,  for  the  fons  of 
freemen,  which  city  he  had  reprefented.  His  paternal 
arms  were.  Argent,  on  a chevron  engrailed  azure,  three 
crefcents  or,  between  as  many  trefoils  fable  which  coat 
was  altered  ^ Sir  Edw.  Walker,  garter,  Feb.  1 672,  by 

between  three  trl 

fffMlMle.  By  his  laft  will  he  bequeathed  two 
thirds  of  his  eft.ates  here  and  elfewhere  ii^his  county, 
o lady  Catherine  his  wife,  and  one  third  to  Mr 
Jof.  Hornfby,  who  was  hkewife  one  of  his  executors* 

^ Cady  Catherine  Obrien  died  in  November  folJow- 
ing  ; upon  which  two  thirds  of  this  manor  and  feat 
with  the  reft  of  the  eftates  of  the  late  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, purchafed  by  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  defend- 
ed to  Edward  lord  Clifton  and  Cornbury  (fon  of  Ed- 
ward  lord  Cornbury,  afterwards  earl  of  Clarendon, 

r • daughter  and  heir  of 

the  M lady  Catherine,  by  her  firft  hulband,  Henry 
lord  Obrien)  and  on  his  death  without  ilTue,  in  1 71  / 
to  his  only  furviving  fifter  and  heir,  the  lady  Theo- 
dolia  Hyde,  who  in  Auguft  following,  carried  her  in- 

* Guillim,  p.  133.  See  the  docquet  for  it,  in  the  Harl.  MSS 
i\o.  1 1 72*139. 
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tereft  In  them  in  marriage  to  John  Bhgh,  efq.  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland;  the  other  third  of  thefe  eftates, 
on  Jofeph  Hornfby’s  deceafe,  became  veiled  in  his 
widow,  Mary  Hornlby,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Bligh, 
and  the  lady  Theodofia  his  wife,  there  were  long  and 
vexatious  litigations  in  the  court  of  chancery,  con- 
cerning their  feveral  interells  in  them.  In  i y 1 8,  there 
was  a decree  for  a partition  of  them,  which,  through 
the  difagreement  of  the  parties,  came  to  nothing ; 
alter  which  they  agreed,  that  the  whole  Ihould  be 
put  up  to  public  lale,  and  the  produce  arifing  from 
them  divided  into  fpecie,  according  to  their  refpedive 
interells  in  them.  Subfequent  to  this,  Mr.  Bligh 
above  mentioned,  who  had  been,  in  1721,  created 
lord  Clifton  of  Rathmore,  in  Ireland,  was  next  year 
advanced  to  that  of  vifcount  Darnley,  of  Athboy ; 
and  lallly,in  1725,  to  that  of  earl  of  Darnley,  in  that 
kingdom  ; entered  into  a contraft  before  a mailer  in 
chancery,  for  the  purchafe  of  the  manor  of  Cobham, 

^ as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  late  Sir  Jofeph  Williamibn’s 
eftates  in  this  county,  then  in  litigation  as  above  men- 
tioned, for  the  fum  of  fifty-one  thoufand  pounds,  the 
third  part  of  which  Mrs.  Hornlby  became  entitled  to 
for  her  fliare  in  them. 

John  earl  of  Darnley  was  grandfon  of  John  Bligh, 
efq.  of  London,  the  fon  of  William  Bligh,  efq.  of 
Plymouth,  in  Devonftiire,  who,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Charles  I.  was  feated  at  Rathmore,  in  the  county  of 
Meath,  and  died  in  1666,  leaving  by  Catherine,  his 
wife,  filler  to  William  Fuller,  bilhop  of  Lincoln,  an 
only  fon,  Thomas,  and  fix  daughters. 

Thomas  Bligh,  efq.  of  Rathmore,  the  only  fon,  was 
knight  of  the  Ihire  for  the  county  of  Meath,  and  a 
privy  councellor  of  that  kingdom.  He  died  at  Bath, 
in  1710,  and  was  buried  at  Rathmore,  in  Ireland  ; he 
married  Elizabeth,  youngeft  daughter  of  Col.  James 
Napier,  of  the  county  of  Meath,  and  by  her  had  four 
fons  and  fix  daughters.  Of  the  fons,  John,  the  eJdeft, 

was 
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was  earl  of  Darnley,  and  married,  in  1710 

the  lady  Theodofia  Hyde,  baronefs  Clifton,  as^ias 
b.en  already  mentioned.  Thomas,  the  fecond  fon 

' of  Meath,  and  taking  to 

a military  life,  arrived  at  the  rank  of  lieutenant  ge- 

m hftl'  r k'  ^ he  retired 

to  Ills  leat  above  mentioned,  where  he  died  in  177  r 

aged  eighths  without  iffue,  and  was  buried  at  Rath’ 

'he  third  fon,  was  dean  of  Elphin,  in 

Ireland,  and  on  his  brother’s  death,  without  iffue 

became  heir  to  a very  confiderable  eftate ; and  An’ 

tliony,  the  fourth  fon,  was  a lieutenant  of  dragoons 
and  died  unmarried  in  1737.  ° * 

The  earl  of  Darnley  died  at  Epfom,  in  1728,  and 
was  buried  in  Weftminfter  abbe;:,  having  ^fur^-ived 
his  lady,  who  died  in  1722,  m the  twenty-fixth  year 
ot  her  age,  and  was  buried  near  her  brother,  the  lord 
Cornbury,  m that  abbey.  By  her  he  left  two  Tons, 
Eduard  and  John,  fucceffively  earls  of  Darnley,  and 
three  daughters;  of  whom  Mary  was  married  to  Wil- 

kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  whom 
Ihe  had  iffue;  Anne  firft  to  Robert  Hawkins  Mamll 
elq  ot  the  county  of  Downe,  by  whom  (he  had  iflue- 
and  fecondly  to  Bernard  Ward,  efq.  member  for  that 
count>q  afterwards  created  baron  and  vifcount  Ban- 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland;  and  Theodofia  mar- 
ried to  William  Crofbie,  efq.  of  that  kingdom,  after- 
wards  created  a peer  of  that  kingdom,  by  the  title  of 
earl  ot  Glandore. 

After  the  earl’s  death,  Hornfby  brought  his  bill  in 
chancery,  m 1731,  againft  his  executors,  to  have  the 
purchafe  of  Cobham  and  the  reft  of  the  eftates  com- 
pleted,  which  the  court  decreed,  and  it  was  accord- 
ingly complied  with  by  Edward  earl  of  Darnley,  his 
heir  and  fucceffor,  who  then  became  poffelfed  of  the 
entire  fee  of  thefe  eftates.  Edward  earl  of  Darnley, 
had  fucceeded  to  the  Englifh  barony  of  Clifton,  in 
right  ot  his  mother  on  her  death ; he  was  fellow  of 
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the  Royal  Society,  lord  of  the  bedchamber  to  Fre- 
derick prince  of  Wales,  and  hereditary  high  fteward 
of  the  corporation  of  Gravefend  and  Milton.  He  died 
unmarried  in  1 747,  and  was  buried  near  his  mother, 
in  Weftminfter  abbey ; on  which  John,  his  only  bro- 
ther, fucceeded  to  his  titles  and  eftates,  and  in  1766, 
married  the  daughter  and  heir  of  John  Stoyte,  efq. 
of  the  county  of  Weftmeath,  in  Ireland,  by  whom  he 
had  three  fons,  John  lord  Clifton,  Edward  and  Wil- 
liam j and  four  daughters.  Mary  married  to  Mr. 
Palk;  Theodofia  to  Thomas  Bligh,  elq.  nephew  of 
general  Bligh  ; Sarah  and  Catherine.  The  earl  died 
in  1781,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  prefent  Rt.  Hon. 
John  earl  of  Darnley,  lord  Clifton,  &c.  who  is  the 
prefent  proprietor  of  the  manor  of  Cobham,  the  hall, 
parks,  and  other  eftates  belonging  to  it,  and  refides  at 
Cobham-hall;  he  married,  in  1791,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Right  Hon.  William  Brownlow,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  whom  he  has  iflue  one  fon, 
born  in  1792.  He  bears  for  his  arms.  Azure,  a grif- 
fin Jegreiant  or,  armed  and  langued gules,  betzveen  three 
crefcents  or,  for  Bligh,  quartering  quarterly,  Hyde, 
Obrien,  Stuart,  and  Clifton,  in  one  coat ; and  in  ano- 
ther, Stoyte’,  for  his  creft,  on  a wreath  a griffin  s head 
erafed,  or ; and  for  his  fupporters,  two  griffins  with 
wings  expanded,  or,  each  having  a ducal  collar  and 
chained,  azure, 

Cobham-hall  is  a noble  and  ftately  manfion, 
which  coft  upwards  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds  build- 
ing; it  confifts  of  a centre  and  two  wings,  the  former 
is  the  work  of  Inigo  Jones;  the  latter  were  made 
uniform,  new  cafed  with  brick  work,  and  faflied  by 
the  late  earl.  It  ftands  in  the  midft  of  an  extenfive 
park,  formerly  much  more  fo,  which  is  finely  inter- 
iperfed  with  woods  and  ftately  timber  trees,  many  of 
the  latter  being  of  great  age  and  fize  ; fome  of  the 
oaks  are  twenty  feet  and  upwards,  in  circumference ; 
the  noted  chefnut  tree,  called  the  four  fifiers,  from 
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Its  dividing  into  four  very  large  arms,  ftands  in  the 
grove,  about  a mile  from  theliall,  near  the  pathleli! 
ing  to  Kmghts-phce  farm,  and  is  thirty-two  feet  in 
circumference  The  herbage  of  this  path  is  fo  ei- 

produced  from  it  is  highly 
efteenred,  as  being  of  a finer  flavour  than  moft  othe  s 
in  this  county. 

COBHAMBURY  is  a manor  here,  which  in  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  III.  belonged  to  Robert  de  Burnevife, 
who  for  his  fervice,  and  two  hundred  marcs  fterling 

tn  hn  dTf  ^‘''"'TK“", Henry  de  Gaunt 
o hold  of  him  and  his  heirs,  in  fee  and  perpetual  in- 
heritance, at  the  yearly  rent  of  one  penny,  in  lieu  of 
all  fervices,  cuftoms,  and  fecular  demands,  and  bv 
performing  the  fervices  due  to  the  capital  lord  of  the 
tee.  in  the  beginning  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward I Henry  de  Gaunt,  in  confideration  of  three 
hundred  and  fixty  marcs  of  filver  in  hand  paid,  gran- 
ted to  Walton  de  Merton,  bilhop  of  Rochefter  his 
manor  in  the  parilh  of  Cobham,  called  Cobehamberi, 
with  all  the  appurtenances  belonging  to  it,  and  the 
mill,  which  he  had  bought  of  Peter  de  Cobham,  to 
hold  to  the  bilEop  and  his  fucceflbrs,  bifhops  of  Ro- 
chefter. 


At  the  time  of  this  manor’s  coming  to  the  fee  of 
Rochefter,  it  was  valued  at  eleven  marcs,  and  in  the 
15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  at  only  4I.  ^dj  at  which 
fum  it  was  hkewife  taxed  in  the  33d  year  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  There  is  an  account  in  a manufcript,  in 
the  Cotton  library,  of  the  ftock  which  was  to  be  left 
on  the  feveral  manors  of  this  bifhopric,  after  the  de- 
ceafe  of  each  bifhop,  which  fays,  that  at  Cobhamberi 
there  fhould  remain  four  ftallions,  and  four  oxen,  but 
no  implements  either  from  thefe  or  any  other  lands, 
which  had  been  purchafed  and  happening  by  efcheat. 


! Stev.Mon.  vol.  i.  p.455.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  89, 133,  233. 
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In  the  ytli  year  of  king  Edward  I.  when  the  billiop 
of  Rocbcfter  claimed  certain  liberties,  by  the  grant 
of  king  Henry,  in  all  his  lands  and  fees,  they  were  al- 
lowed him  by  the  jury  in  all  of  them,  except  in  this 
manor  of  Cobehamberi ; and  thefe  liberties  were  con- 
firmed, with  the  like  exceptions,  to  Thomas  de  Wold- 
ham,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Edward  I. 

In  the  year  1519,  this  manor,  then  ufually  fliled 
the  farm  or  prebend  of  Cobhambury,  was  held  under 
the  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  by  one  Mr.  Horfey,  who 
again  let  it  to  Mr.  George  Cromer,  mafter  of  Cob- 
ham  college,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  26I.  8s. ^ Soon 
after  the  Reformation,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
the  bifhop  of  Rochefter’s  intereft  in  this  eftate,  with 
the  lands  and  appurtenances  belonging  to  it,  was  fur- 
rendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  feems  to  have 
granted  it  in  fee  to  Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham, 
whofe  grandfon,  Henry  lord  Cobham,  being  attainted 
for  treafon,  in  the  1 ft  year  of  king  James  I.  forfeited 
it  to  the  crown,  together  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates, 
and  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign  an  aft  pafled  for  the 
eftablifhing  them  in  the  crown,  with  a confirmation 
of  all  grants  made  by  the  king. 

King  James  granted  this  manor,  prebend,  or  farm 
of  Cobhambury,  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  earl  of  Salif- 
bury  (fon  of  the  famous  William  lord  Burleigh,  by 
his  fecond  wife,  and  he  died  poflefled  of  it,  in  1612, 
leaving  by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  fifter  of  the  above  un- 
fortunate George  lord  Cobham,  a fon,  William  earl 
of  Salifbury,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.  alienated  this  eftate  to  Mr.  Zachary 
King,  whofe  defeendant,  Francis  King,' fold  it  in  1670, 
to  Gilbert  Spencer,  efq.  of  Redleafe-houfe,  in  Penf- 
hurft,  who  died  poflefled  of  it  in  1709,  and  was  bu- 
ried at  Penfhurft. 

I 

* See  Harleian  MSS.  No.  99-43,  44,  46.  Philipott,  p.  121. 
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Hls  fecond,  but  eldeft  furviving  fon,  Rob.  Spencer, 
cfq.  poflefled  this  eftate  on  his  father’s  decealc,  and* 
was  of  parking,  in  Surry,  and  dying  without  ilfue,  in 
carne  to  his  brother  Abraham  Spencer,  elci. 
of  Penhurft,  flieriff  of  this  county  in  He  died 

unmarried,  in  1 740,  and  was  buried  at  Penfhurfl:,  ha- 
ving by  his  will  devifed  the  manor  of  Cobhambury 
to  Thomas  H^yvey,  efq.  of  Tunbridge,  who  died 
pofleffed  of  it  in  1779,  ^y  his  will  gave  it  to  his 
wife,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Harvey,  for  her  life,  remainder 
to  his  fecond  fon,  William  Thomas,  who  both,  in 
1793*  joii^ed  in  the  conveyance  of  it  to  the  Rt.  Hon. 
John  earl  of  Darnley,  the  prefent  poffeffer  of  it. 

This  prebend  or  farm  of  Cobhambur}-,  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  of  ecclefiaftical  benefices,  at  12 81. 
2s.  id.  the  yearly  tenths  of  which  being  12I.  i6s.  a^d! 
aie  ftill  paid  by  the  owner  of  this  eftate  to  the  crown. 
A court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

Henhurst,  ufually  called  Hennis,  is  a manor 
in  this  parifb,  which  in  the  time  of  William  the  Con- 
queror was  part  of  the  pofTeffions  of  Odo,  bifhop  of 
Baieux,  and  earl  of  Kent,  of  whom  it  was  held  by 
Anfgotus  de  Rochefter,  and  it  is  accordingly  thus 
entered  under  the  genera]  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands, 
in  the  record  of  Domefday,  as  follows : 

Anfgotus  de  Rochefter  holds  Hanehejl.  It  was  taxed 
dt  half  a fuling.  'The  arable  land  is  one  carucate.  In 
demefne  there  is  one  carucate^  and  tzvo  villeins^  with 
four  fervants.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard  the  Confeftor 
it  was  worth  20  fhillingSy  zvhen  he  received  it  Jhil- 
lings,  now  ^ofhillings.  Goduin  held  it  of  earl  Goduin. 

This  manor  afterwards  came  into  the  pofleflion  of 
one  Gotcelin  de  Htenherfte,  who  became  a monk  in 
St.  Andrew’s  priory,  in  Rochefter.  His  defcendant, 
William  de  Lanvalai  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  the  reio-n 
of  king  Henry  III.  leaving  his  fon  and  heir  an  infant, 

* See  more  of  the  Spencers  under  Penfhurfl. 
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by  reafon  of  which  it  came  into  the  pofl'effion  of  Hu- 
bert de  Burgh,  chief  jufticiary  of  this  realm,  as  hav- 
ing the  cullody  of  him  during  his  infancy.^* 

In  the  1 5th  year  of  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  I. 
Edmond,  fon  of  William  de  Pakenham,  died  poflef- 
fed  of  this  manor ; after  which  it  was  given  to  the 
priory  of  Leeds  in  this  county,  where  it  continued  till 
the  final  diflblution  of  that  houfe,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  when  this  manor,  among  the  reft 
of  the  polfeffions  belonging  to  it,  became  vefted  in 
the  crown,  from  whence  it  was  quickly  afterwards 
granted  to  Sir  George  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  who  im- 
mediately after  conveyed  it  to  Sir  George  Harpur,' 
of  Sutton  Valence,  flieriff  of  this  county  in  the  2d  year 
of  king  Edward  VI.  who  bore  for  his  arms,  V/ithin  a 
bordiirey  ingrailed  a lion  rampant,  whofe  lands  were  dif- 
gavelled  by  the  adt  of  the  2d  and  3d  year  of  that 
reign. 

On  queen  Mary’s  coming  to  the  crown,  he  engaged 
in  the  rebellion  raifed  by  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  and  was 
committed  to  the  Tower,  from  whence  he  was,  with 
feveral  others,  releafed  by  the  queen’s  efpecial  grace, 
the  next  year,  and  pardoned.  He  left  by  Mildred, 
his  wife,  only  daughter  of  Nicholas  Clifford,  efq.  one 
fon.  Sir  Edward  Harpur,  who,  in  the  beginning  of 
queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  alienated  this  manor  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Wright,  whole  fon,  George  VVright,  efq.  dy- 
ing without  iliue,  devifed  it  by  his  will  to  his  kinf- 
man,  Sir  George  Wright,  whole  arms  were.  Per  pale 
or,  and  jable  a bend  counter  changed ; and  his  fon,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Dr. 
Obert,  phyfician  to  the  queen,  who  after  fome  years 
alienated  it  to  Henry  Gifford,  efq.  of  Burftall,  in  Lei- 
cefterlhire  ; who  was,  after  the  Reftoration,  on  Nov. 
21,  1660,  created  a baronet ; his  grandfon,  Sir  John 

*’  Telia  de  Nevill.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  21 1. 

' Philipot,  p.  121.  Robinfon’s  Gavelkind,  p.  300. 
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Gifford,  bart.  dying  in  1736,  without  ilTue,  it  de- 
volved to  his  only  fifter  and  heir  at  law,  Anne  Gif- 
ford, who  in  1750,  alienated  this  manor  to  John  Sta- 
ples, efq.  of  the  Temple,  London  ; who  devifed  it  by 
hi^s  laft  will  to  Percival  Hart  Dyke,  efq.  fecond  foil 
of  Sir  John  Dixon  Dyke,  bart.  of  Lullingftone,  and 
he  IS  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Gotcelin  de  H^nherste,  who  owned  this 
manor,  and  became  a monk  of  the  priory  of  St.  An- 
drew of  Rochefler,  as  above  mentioned,  gave  to  thole 
monks  the  half  of  the  tithes  of  his  lands  of  Hsenherfte^ 
in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  to  be  diftributed  by  the 
hands  of  their  almoner  to  the  ufe  of  the  poor and 
they  were  confirmed  to  the  priory  by  William  de  Lan- 
velai,  and  by  the  feveral  fucceeding  bifliops  of  Ro- 
chefler and  others. 

This  portion  of  the  tithes  remained  part  of  the  pof- 
feffions  of  the  priory  till  the  final  diffolution  of  in  the  • 
reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  together  with 
the  reft  of  the  pofleflions  of  that  monaftery,  furren- 
dered  into  the  king’s  hands,  where  it  remained  but  a 
fmall  time;  for  the  king,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in 
his  33d  year,  fettled  it  on  his  new  founded  dean  and 
chapter  of  Rochefler,  part  of  whofe  inheritance  it 
continues  at  this  time,  the  prefent  leffee  of  it  beino- 
the  devifee  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Hayes,  decealed^ 
of  this  parilh.  * 

The  manor  of  Haydon,  orHathdune,  in  Saxon, 
iEdune,  now  called  The  Mount,  lies  w'ithin  the 
bounds  of  this  parifh.  It  was  part  of  the  great 
eftate  of  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  the  Conqueror’s  half 
brother,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is 
thus  entered  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday: 

The  fame  Ernulf  ( de  Hefding)  holds  of  the  bijhop  Ha- 
done.  It  was  taxed  at  three  yokes.  The  arable  is  one 
car  tic  at  Cy  and  there  is  in  demefne and  fix  vil~ 

f Text.  Rolf.  p.  169.  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  87,  58,  13^)  ^39>  520. 
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kim^  ivUh  one  borderer^  having  one  carucate.  There  are 
Jix  acres  of  meadow.  In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Con- 
fef  'ory  and  afterwards^  it  was  zvsrth  50  fnllings^  now  60 
fjilHngs.  Ofuuard  held  it  of  king  Edward. — Odo  holds 
of  the  bifhop  in  the  fame  Ha  done  one  yoke.  The  arable 
land  is  half  a carucate.  In  demefne  there  is  nothing  In 
the  time  of  king  F.dwardy  and  afterzvardsy  and  now  it 
zvas  and  is  worth  20  (hillings. 

Who  were  the  poffeflbrs  after  this,  until  the  be- 
ginning of  the  prefent  century,  I cannot  learn,  but 
it  then  came  into  the  poffeflionof  Hubbard,  and  Mr. 
James  Hubbard,  in  1734,  alienated  it  to  Richard 
Hornlby,  efq.  of  Horton  Kirkby,  on  whofe  death  it 
became  the  property  of  his  widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Hornfby,  who  fold  it  to  William  Salton  Stall,  efq. 
whofe  widow  is  now  entitled  to  it. 

This  manor  and  Henhurft  above  mentioned,  among 
others  in  this  neighbourhood,  were  antiently  bound 
to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  fourth  pier  of  Ro- 
chefter  bridge. 

Ow'LiE  is  an  eflate,  fituated  a fmall  diflance  weft- 
ward  of  Cobham-ftreet,which  has  been  for  fome  centu- 
ries the  property  and  refidence  of  the  family  of  Hayes, 
in  which  it  continued  down  to  Mr.  Richard  Hayes, 
who  by  his  will  devifed  it  to  truftees,  and  they  fold 
it,  fubjeft  to  the  life  eftate  of  his  lifter,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Hayes,  to  Mr,  Henry  Edmeads,  fon  of  Mr.  Henry 
Edmeads,  of  Nutfted,  and  he  is  the  prefent  pofleflbr, 
and  refides  in  it. 

The  King’s  manor  of  Hartford  claimed  over 
lands  in  this  parilh,  as  appears  by  the  Efcheat-rolls, 
and  other  records,  from  the  earlieft  times  j in  all 
which  the  parifh  of  Cobham  is  mentioned  among 
thole  into  which  that  manor  extended  its  jurifdidion. 
The  lands  over  which  it  claims  in  this  parifli  are  faid, 
in  the  rolls  of  that  manor,  to  lie  in  Havonfee,  near 
Round-ftreet,  and  near  the  highway  leading  from 
Stone- ft reet  to  Cobham-ftreet  ; the  rents  of  them 
are  yearly  paid  at  the  court  held  for  the  manor  of 
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Dartford  priory,  in  Dartford,  where  the  feveral  ten- 
ants perforin  their  cuftomary  fuit  and  fervice  to  Sir 
Charles  Morgan,  bart.  the  prefenc  poffelibr  of  that 
manor.' 


CHARITIES. . 

William  lord  Cob  ham  gave  by  will,  anno  39  Elizabeth, 
for  the  relief  of  three  poor  parifhioners  of  this  parifti,  a dwellin«- 
houfe  and  garden  in  it  to  each,  and  6s.  8d.  per  month,  charoed 
on  lands,  vefleci  in  the  prefidents  of  the  college  of  Cobhain,  and 
now  of  the  annual  produce  of  12I. 

William  Hayes  gave  by  will,  in  1678,  20s.  for  bread,  to 
be  paid  by  his  executors,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overfeeis  of 
this  parifli,  every  Chriftmas  eve  for  ever,  and  payable  out  of 
lands  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard  Hayes,  and  of  that  annual  product. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN  gave  two  fmaii  tenements,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  church  yard,  now  belonging  to  and  repaired  by  the 
parifli,  and  now  occupied  by  poor  parlflioners. 


CoBHAM  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
D 1 c T I o N of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  Tlie 
church,  which  is  dedicated  to  Sr.  Mary  Magdalen, 
is  a handfome  fpacious  building,  confifting  of  three 
ifies  and  a large  chancel,  and  has  a good  tower  at  the 
weft  end  of  it,  with  a ring  of  bells. 


Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  it,  in  the  milJIe 
of  the  chancel  is  a mofl:  noble  monument  of  white  marble,  oji 
which  lie  the  effigies  of  Sir  George  Brooke  lord  Cobham,  go- 
vernor of  Calais,  K.  G.  and  his  wife,  in  full  proportion  j the'fi- 
gures  and  names,  of  their  children,  ten  fons  and  four  daughters, 
■were  likewife  cut  in  marble  round  it;  he  died  in  1558.  This  fine 
piece  of  fculpture  feems  once  to  have  had  a canopy  of  marble 
over  it,  which,  with  the  pillars  that  fupported  it,  and  many  pieces 
of  the  figures,  now  lie  broken  and  fcattered  upon  the  tomb.  It 
was  erefted  by  his  fon.  Sir  Win.  Brooke,  in  1561,  arms,  Brooke 
quartering  Cobham,  and  feven  other  coats  within  the  garter.  Al- 
rnoft  the  w’hole  of  the  pavement  of  this  chancel  is  covered  with 
the  graveftones  of  the  family  of  Cobham  and  Brooke,  with  feve- 
ral of  the  braffies  remaining  on  them,  though  fo  very  loofe,  that 
in  all  probability  they  will  foon  be  purloined,  as  numbers  of  the 
fame  fort  were  by  fome  workmen  a few  years  ago.  Thofe  which 
remain  are  as  follows  : a brafs  plate  and  figure,  and  infeription  in 
French,  in  very  antient  capitals,  cut  rohnd  the  edge  of  the  ftone) 
for  dame  Joan  de  Cobham  ; a brafs  plate  and  figure  in  armour. 


« See  Dartford,  vol.Ii,  p.  196. 
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with  a like  infcription,  fouth  of  the  former,  for  Thomas  de  Cob- 
ham,  and  for  Maud,  the  .wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Cobeham,  who  died 
in  13....  3 Richard  11.  another  of  the  like  fort,  fouth  of  the  laft^ 
with  the  figure  of  a man  in  armour,  holding  a church  in  his  hands, 
for  John  de  Cobham,  founder  of  this  place.  On  another,  fouth 
of  the  former,  on  brafs,  on  a chevron  three  lions  rampant,  and 
the  fame  impaling  three  roundles,  a file  of  three  points  in  chief, 
and  the  figure  of  a woman,  and  round  the  verge  of  the  ftone,  a 
French  infcription  in  brafs-,  for  Margaret  de  Cobham,  daughter 
of  the  earl  of  Devonihire,  wife  of  the  lord  of  Cobham,  builder  of 
this  place,  obt.  1395.  In  like  manner  with  the  lall,  are  the  fi- 
gures of  two  women,  for  dame  Maud  de  Cobham,  13....  the  reft 
loft ; fouth  of  the  laft  a brafs  plate,  with  the  figure  of  a man  in 
armour,  and  arms  of  Cobham  as  above,  and  infcription  round 
the  verge  of  the  ftone,  in  French,  for  John  de  Cobham,  ob.  1 390 ; 
weftward  of  this,  on  brafs  plates,  are  the  figures  of  a man  and 
woman,  eight  fons  and  ten  daughters,  and  round  the  verge  of  the 
ftone  an  infcription  in  brafs,  for  Sir  John  Brooke,  baron  of  Cob- 
ham, and  Margaret  his  wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Nevile,  lord 
of  Burgavenny  ; he  died  in  1506,  file  died  in  1509  ; arms,  Cob- 
ham as  above,  impaling  Nevile  with  quarterings ; north  of  the 
former,  brafs  and  figure  of  a man  in  armour,  and  round  the  verge 
in  brafs,  an  infcription  for  Sir  Nicholas  Hawberk,  hufband  of 
Joan  lady  Cobham,  heir  of  John  lord  Cobham,  founder  of  this 
college;  he  died  at  the  caftle  of  Cowling,  in  1407;  underneath 
the  figure  of  a child,  and  infcription,  for  John  their  fon;  another, 
north  of  the  laft,  and  brafs,  with  the  figure  of  a woman,  fix  fons, 
and  four  daughters,  for  Joan  lady  Cobham,  wife  of  Sir  Reginald 
Braybi'ooke,  ob.  1433;  arms,  Cobham  as  above,  with  impale- 
ments and  quarterings.  Northward  of  the  laft,  on  brafs,  the  fi- 
gure of  a man  in  armour,  and  round  the  verge  an  infcription  in 
brafs  for  Sir  Reginald  Braybrook,  hulband  of  Joan  lady  Cob- 
ham ; he  died  at  Middleburgh  in  Flanders,  in  1405  ; on  the  fame 
ftone  the  figure  of  a child,  and  inferiptions  for  Reginald  and  Ro- 
bert, their  fons ; northward  of  the  former,  the  figures  of  a man 
in  armour,  his  wife,  five  fons,  and  fix  daughters,  and  rouird  the 
verge,  in  brafs,  an  infcription  for  Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  lord  Cob- 
ham, and  kinfman  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Beauchamp  ; he  mar- 
ried firft  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Sir  Henry  Haydon,  by  whom  he 
had  feven  fons  and  fix  daughters;  and  fecondly  Dorothy  Fowthe- 
wel,  widow ; and  thirdly  Elizabeth  Hart ; by  neither  of  whom 
he  had  ifliie,  ob.  1 529,  arms  quarterly,  ift,  on  a chevron,  a lion 
rampant,  crowned ; ad,  Cobham  as  above  ; 3d,  feven  mafcles, 
three,  three,  and  one ; 4th,  on  a fefs  between  three  leopards  heads 
dn  annulet.  A brafs  plate  for  John  Sproltle,  mafter  of  this  col- 
lege, ob.  1498;  on  brafs  the  figure  of  a man,  and  thefe  arms,  on 
a chevron  three  crofs  croftets  bottone,  in  the  dexter  chief  a ftar, 
for  Rani,  de  Cobham,  efq.  of  Kent,  who  died  in  1402  ; a brafs 
plate  and  figure  for  William mafter  of  this  college,  obt. 
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14....  another  like  for  \Vm.  Tanner,  firft  mafter  of  It,  ob.  1418 
A Itone  and  infcription  for  Tho.  Webb,  efq.  fecretary  to  James 
otiiart  duke  of  Richmond,  ob.  1649.  In  the  nave  a brafs  fio-ure 
tor  mafter  John  Gladwyn,  mafter  of  this  college.  In  the  nort/Ti/le 
a brafs  tor  John  Gery,  fellow  of  this  college,  obt.  1447  • a brafs’ 
on  a chevron  between  three  trefoils  as  many  annulets,  and  infcrin- 
tion  tor  feveral  of  the  Claverings ; in  the  nave,  now  almoft  worn 
out,  an  infcripiton  for  Alice,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Harpur,  efo. 

nrft  wife  of  William and  late  to  Edmond There  is 

a vault  in  this  church,  which  belonged  to  the  family  of  Haves  of 
this  parifli,  and  being  full,  another  was  granted  \o  them  in  the 
church  yard,  by  the  good  will  of  the  parilhioners.  Againft  the 
wall  of  the  church  on  the  outfide,  on  the  eaft  iide  of  th**  porch 
IS  a fmall  figure  cut  in  ftone,  about  two  feet  high,  of  a man  to  his 
waift,  and  under  it  an  infcription,  to  the  memory  of  one  Robert 
Hoth,  but  the  date  is  obliterated,  and  the  whole  of  it  in  fo  pe- 
rifiiing  a condition,  that  a few  years  will  entirely  deftroy  it. 


The  church  of  Shorne,  with  that  of  Cobham  ap- 
pendant to  it,  was  given  by  king  Henry  I.  in  the  33d 
year  of  his  reign,  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Saviour, 
of  Bermondfey,  together  with  the  tithes  in  corn  and’ 
lambs,  and  other  cuftoms,  in  like  manner,  as  Tur- 
ftin,  his  chaplain,  poflefled  the  fame.  Walter,  bilhop 
of  Rochefter,  who  came  to  that  fee  in  the  1 2th  year 
of  king  Stephen,  confirmed  thefe  churches  to  the 
monks,  in  pure  and  pepetual  alms,  to  poflefs  them 
freely  and  peaceably  to  their  own  ufe,  together  with 
the  lands,  and  all  tithes  and  other  things  belongincr 
to  thern  ; and  as  he  had  granted  to  the  monks  a pai? 
fonage  in  the  above  churches,  he  gave  leave  that  the 
vicars,  ferving  yearly  in  them,  who  fiiould  anfwer  to 
the  bilhop  and  his  officials,  for  the  cure  of  fouls  fliould, 
with  their  confent,  perform  their  fealty  and  due  obe- 
dience to  the  monks,  who  engaged  folemnly  to  keep 
the  anniverfary  of  his  death.  This  appropriation  was 
confirmed  to  them  by  Thomas  Becket,  archbifliop  of 
Canterbury. 

By  an  antient  valuation,  taken  in  the  15th  year  of 
king  Edw^ard  I.  the  church  of  Cobham  was  valued  at 
thirty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage  at  feven  marcs.  In 
the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  this  church,  then 
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appropriated  to  the  priory  of  Berniondfey,  was  taxed 
at  thirty  marcs ; and  in  the  26th  year  of  that  reign, 
the  prior  and  convent  demifed  this  church  in  ferme 
to  the  monks  of  Rochefter.^ 

The  priory  of  Bermondfey  paid  a penfion  of  four 
pounds  yearly  to  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter  for  the  four 
churches  of  Cobham,  Shorne,  Byrling,  and  Kemfing, 
with  Seale,  which  they  held  in  his  diocefe,  as  appears 
by  the  biOiop’s  regifters ; in  which  priory  the  appro- 
priation of  this  church  feems  to  have  continued  veiled 
till  the  final  diflblution  of  it  in  the  29th  year  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  when  it  was,  together  with  the  other 
lands  and  poflefTions  of  it,  furrendered  into  that  king’s 
hands.  After  the  lord  Cobham  had  founded  the  col- 
lege or  chantry  in  this  church,  as  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter,  the  prefentation  to  the  cure  of  it  feems  to 
have  been  wholly  in  him  and  his  fucceffors,  and  to 
have  continued  lb  after  the  fuppreffion  of  the  college, 
when  it  came  to  be  efteeraed  no  longer  as  a vicarage, 
but  merely  a donative.  On  the  attainder  of  Henry 
lord  Cobham,  in  the  i ft  year  of  king  James  I.  what 
intereft  he  had  in  it  came  to  the  crown;  and  in  1 608, 
Francis  Rogers  and  Charles  Brooke  claimed  a right 
to  it ; who  fucceeded  I do  not  find,  but  on  the  diflb- 
lution of  deans  and  chapters,  after  the  death  of  king 
Charles  I.  a furvey  was  taken  of  the  living  of  Cob-' 
ham  in  1650,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  in  which  it  was 
returned,  that  there  was  then  in  this  parifh  neither 
parfonage  nor  vicarage  prefentative,  but  a compofition 
made  by  the  duke  of  Richmond  with  the  minifter  for 
land  inclofed  in  his  park,  and  alfo  fixteen  pounds  per 
annum,  in  all  worth  twenty  -eight  pounds  per  annum ; 
that  the  parfonage  was  an  impropriation ; that  the 
providing  for  the  living  was  formerly  in  the  lord  Cob- 
ham, but  then  in  Mr.  Alcock,  owner  of  the  impro- 
priation ; which  was  afterwards,  with  the  prefenta- 

^ Stev.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  456.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  127.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  536. 
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tion  to  this  church,  alienated  to  Pemble,  in  which  they 
continued  till  about  the  year  1794,  when  William 
Pemble,  elq.  fold  the  prelentation  to  this  church,  now 
cfteemed  as  a donative,  to  John  earl  of  Darnley,  the 
prefent  owner  of  it,  but  he  continues  pofleflor  of  the 
impropriation,  which  confifts  of  four- fifths  of  the  tithes 
of  this  parifh.  In  E6ton’s  Thefaurus,  it  is  (aid  to  be 
a living  not  charged  in  the  king’s  books,  but  it  feems 
rather,  as  appears  by  a preceding  page,  to  be  valued 
at  two  pounds,  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  four  (hillings. 

In  the  36th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  John  de  Cob- 

lord  Cobhiirn,  founded  a perpetual  chantry 
or  COLLEGE  in  the  church  of  Cobham,  for  five  priefts 
or  chaplains,  making  a college  there,  for  the  perform- 
ing of  divine  fervices  in  it  for  ever,  of  whom  one,  on 
the  refignation  or  death  of  the  perpetual  vicar  of  the 
church,  the  prefentation  of  which  belonged  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  St.  Saviour,  Bermondfey,  who  poflef- 
fed  the  appropriation  of  it,  fhould  be  mafter  of  the 
chantry,  and  fhould  prefide  over  the  college,  and  un- 
dertake the  cure  of  the  church,  and  fupport  the  bur- 
thens incumbent  on  the  vicarage,  and  at  the  fame  time 
he  amply  endowed  it  with  pofTeffions  and  annual  rents 
for  ever,  confifting  of  his  manor  of  Weft  Chalk  and 
lands  in  this  parifh,  and  St.  Werburgh  Hoo,  and  feveral 
rents  of  corn  from  his  tenants  in  Chalk  j to  which  en- 
dowment was  afterwards  added  the  churches  appro- 
priate of  Chalk,  Horton  Kirkby,  and  Rolvenden,  in 
this  county  (which  latter  will  be  further  mentioned) 
and  the  church  of  Eaft  Tilbury,  and  lands  there,  and 
in  Weft  Thurrock  in  EfTex,  and  other  lands  in  Luddef- 
downe.  Halftow,  and  Cobham,  in  this  county  and  he 
gave  them  proper  ordinances  and  ftatutes  to  be  kept 
by  them.  At  which  time  he  fumptuoufly  repaired  the 
church,  and  gave  to  it  feveral  goods,  books,  veftments, 
and  other  ecclefiaftical  ornaments,  which  the  above 

* Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  66.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  239. 
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prior  and  convent  were  bound  to  provide  ; all  which 
was  confirmed  by  William,  then  bilhop  of  Rochefter, 
with  the  confent  of  the  archdeacon,  by  the  prior  and 
convent  of  Rochefter,  and  the  prior  and  convent  of  St. 
Saviour  above  mentioned,  and  by  pope  Urban  V.  by 
his  bull  for  that  purpofe.  A.fterwards  the  lord  Cob- 
ham  being  defirous  of  increafing  the  number  of  thefe 
chaplains  with  two  more,  and  as  the  revenues  of  the 
college  were  not  fgfficient  for  it,  he  gave  the  church 
of  Rolvenden  to  it,  the  revenues  of  which  were  at  that 
time  valued  at  fixty  marcs,  as  thofe  of  the  college 
were  at  two  hundred  marcs  fterling,  all  which  pope 
Urban  VI.  ratified,  and  he  confirmed  likewife  the  ap- 
propriation of  that  church  to  the  ufe  of  the  college, 
as  did  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1387,  at  the  lord 
Cobham’s  petition,  and  with  the  confent  of  the  chap- 
lains, added  thefe  two  more  in  the  college,  who  were 
to  be  temporal  and  amoveable,  at  the  will  of  the  mafter 
and  more  difcreet  members  of  the  college,  and  be  fup- 
ported  out  of  the  revenues  of  Rolvenden  church ; that 
they  fliould  not  be  incorporated  in  the  college,  nor  en- 
ter the  chapter,  nor  have  a voice  there,  that  they  fhould 
receive  one  marc  lefs  than  the  other  chaplains,  and 
ftiould  not  partake  of  any  other  part  of  the  revenues 
of  the  college  but  what  was  fpecially  afligned  to  them; 
and  he  decreed,  that  there  fhould  be  two  aquihajuli, 
who  ftiould  ferve  in  the  church  as  facrifts,  who  fhould 
learn  in  the  fchools  with  the  other  fcholars  j and  laftly, 
that,  the  overplus  of  the  yearly  profits  accruing  from 
the  church  of  Rolvenden,  beyond  the  burthens  above 
mentioned,  fhould  be  laid  up  in  the  treafury,  to  an- 
fwer  fuch  emergencies  and  accidents  as  might  happen 
to  the  college;  and  William,  archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  prior  and  convent  of  Canterbury,  and  Wil- 
liam de  Pakyntone,  archdeaqpjg,  confirmed  and  ratified 
the  whole  by  their  feveral  ihftruments  two  years  after- 
wards.**  In  this  fituation  the  college  or  chantry  re- 


**  Reg,  Roff.  p.  234,  et  feq. 
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malned  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  27th 
year  of  which  John  Bayley,  mafter,  Thomas  Webfter, 
William  Wharfe,  and  Sir  John  Norman,  fellow,  and 
Stephen  Tennard,  brother  of  this  college,  figned  to  the 
king’s  fupremacy  under  their  common  feal  but  about 
the  30th  year  of  it,  the  mafter  and  brethren,  forefee- 
ing  their  approaching  diflblution,  with  the  king’s  con- 
fent,  fold  the  fcite  of  it,  and  all  the  lands  and  poflef- 
fions  belonging  to  it,  to  George  lord  Cobham.  The 
college,  at  its  diflblution,  was  valued  at  142I.  is.  24d. 
in  its  whole  value,  and  128I.  is.  gid.  clear  per  annum. 

The  houfe  or  college,  in  which  the  chaplains  and 
members  of  this  foundation  inhabited,  was  a large  qua- 
drangular building,  ereded  of  ftone,  by  the  lord  Cob- 
ham, and  was  fituated  almoft  adjoining  the  fouth-eaft 
part  of  the  church  yard  ; part  of  the  eaft  wall,  over- 
grown with  ivy,  and  large  chimney  pieces  of  the  re- 
fedory  or  kitchen,  as  well  as  part  of  the  north  cloifter, 
yet  remain  in  ruins.  The  door  way  from  it  into  the 
church  is  ftill  vifible,  through  which  the  mafter  and 
brethren  entered  daily  to  their  ftalls,  yet  remaining  on 
each  fide  of  the  great  chancel,  to  celebrate  mals  for  the 
foul  of  the  founder  and  his  noble  family. 

•William  Tanner  was  the  firft  mafter  of  this  college.  He 
died  June  22,  14185  and  lies  buried  in  this  church. 

John  Gladwin  lies  buried  in  this  church  without  date. 

William  buried  likewife  here,  his  name  obliterated. 

John  Sprottle,  obt.  Oft.  25, 1498,  and  lies  buried  in  tliis 
church. 

JoNN  Alane,  in  1501. 

George  Cromer,  in  1519. 

John  Sprotte. 

John  Bayly,  mafter  at  the  diflblution  of  this  college. 

By  a claufe  in  the  ad  of  the  31ft  of  king  Henry  VIII, 
by  which  all  monaftcries,  colleges,  and  other  religious 
and  ecclefiaftical  houfes,  which  had  been  furrendered 
fince  the  27th  year  of  his  reign,  were  vefted  in  the 

Rymer's  Feed.  vol.  xiv:  p.  554.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  226. 

king 


436  SHAMEL  HUNDRED. 

king,  as  well  as  by  the  a6t  of  ift  Edward  VI.  it  was 
enadled,  that  nothing  therein  Ihould  be  prejudicial  to 
the  lord  Cobham,  or  to  his  heirs  or  afllgns,  but  they 
might  hold  and  enjoy  the  fcite  of  this  college  or  chan- 
try, then  utterly  diffolved,  and  all  its  poflelTions,  as  well 
temporal  as  ecclefiaftical,  within  the  realm  of  England. 

His  fon.  Sir  William  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  died 
poffefled  of  this  college  and  the  pofleflions  late  be- 
longing to  it,  in  the  39th  year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and 
by  his  will,  dated  that  year,  devifed  to  truftees,  and  to 
their  heirs  for  ever,  all  the  edifices  and  ruined  build- 
ings, foil,  and  ground,  with  their  appurtenances  in 
Cobham,  late  the  fcite  of  the  above  college,  and  lying 
on  the  fouth  and  fouth  eaft  part  of  the  church  there, 
with  a clofe  of  pafture  ground,  containing  three  acres, 
adjoining  on  the  fouth  and  fouth  eaft  of  the  buildings, 
to  the  end  that  they  Ihould  re-edify  and  make  there  one 
college  for  poor  people  to  inhabit,  to  be  relieved  and 
maintained  there  for  ever,  which  he  willed  to  be  called. 
The  new  college  of  Cobham. 

The  poor  in  it  to  be  in  fuch  number,  fo  eledled, 
weekly  relieved,  and  by  fuch  rules  and  ordinances  to 
be  governed,  and  by  fuch  perfons  to  be  vifited,  cor- 
redted,  and  expulfed,  as  he  Ihould  in  his  life  time  pre- 
fcribe  in  writing,  or  in  default  of  fuch,  then  by  thofe 
which  by  the  difcretion  of  his  truftees,  or  the  lurvivor 
of  them,  Ihould  be  in  writing  fet  down  and  appointed, 
and  if  they  Ihould  not  be  prefcribed  by  him,  that  his 
truftees  Ihould  perform  and  finilh  the  fame  within  three 
years  after  his  deceafe,  but  if  by  them,  then  within 
four  years  after  fuch  his  deceafe,  and  to  that  end  he 
gave  to  them  one  hundred  thoufand  of  fuch  burning 
bricks  as  Ihould  be  within  his  park,  and  forty  tons  of 
timber,  to  be  taken  in  any  of  his  lands  within  the 
county  of  Kent,  his  park  at  Cobham  and  Cooking 
excepted.’‘ 

* Will  proved  May  23,  1 59;.  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  243. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  did  not  live  to 
eftablifl:)  this  foundation,  fo  that  his  truftees  and  exe- 
cutors, Sir  John  Levefon,  Tho.  Fane,  efq.  and  Wm. 
Lambarde,  efq.  proceeded  after  his  death  to  the  per- 
formance of  his  will  in  this  matter,  and  having  a con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money,  viz.  2000 1.  left  in  their  hands 
by  the  lord  Cobham,  to  be  employed  by  them  in  the 
re-edifying  the  buildings  of  this  college,  to  contain 
twenty  feveral  lodgings,  and  in  the  purchafing  of  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in  fee  fimple,  for  the 
continual  maintenance  of  poor  perfons  to  inhabit  the 
fame,  according  to  the  ordinances  and  rules  as  above 
mentioned ; and  they  having  already  laid  out  500I.  on 
the  re-edifying  this  college,  and  intending  to  purchafe 
lands,  as  above  mentioned,  and  to  employ  the  profits 
for  the  ufe  of  the  poor,  according  to  the  truft  repofed 
in  them,  procured  an  aft  of  parliament,  in  the  39th 
year  of  queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  perpetual  continuance 
of  this  charitable  truft  for  the  good  of  the  poor,  by 
which  it  was  enafted,  that  the  wardens  of  the  lands, 
contributary  to  Rochefter  bridge,  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
being  with  the  commonalty  of  the  fame,  a body  politic 
lawfully  incorporate,  having  perpetual  fucceflion  (which 
wardens  were  continually  chofen  of  fuch  perfons  as 
were  of  great  eftimation  and  credit  in  the  county,  who 
no  doubt  would  be  faithful  and  careful  for  the  due  exe- 
cution and  performance  of  fo  honourable  and  chari- 
table a work)  fhould  from  thenceforth  be  for  ever 
called  by  the  name,  and  be  indeed,  Prejidents  of 
the  New  College  of  Cobham^  and  be  a body  corporate, 
and  have  perpetual  fucceflion  by  that  name  for  ever  j 
and  that  the  faid  prefidents  and  their  fucceflbrs  fhould 
have  a common  feal  for  the  ufe  of  the  college,  and 
Ihould  take  and  purchale,  as  well  the  faid  edifices,  ru- 
ined buildings,  ground  and  clofe,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, though  the  lame  were  holden  of  the  queen  in 
chief,  as  any  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  to 
them  and  their  fuccclTors  for  ever,  not  exceeding  200I. 

Ff3  per 
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per  annum  in  the  whole,  not  being  holden  of  the  queen 
in  chief,  and  that  the  poor  in  the  faid  college  Ihould 
be,  from  time  to  time,  eledled,  relieved,  maintained, 
governed,  vifited,  and  corredled  and  expulfed,  by  fuch 
rules  and  ordinances  as  the  truftees,  or  the  furvivors  of 
them  fhould,  in  their  life  time,  let  down  and  appoint  j and 
in  default  of  fuch,  then  in  fuch  manner  as  the  prefidents 
and  their  fucceflbrs  fliould  from  time  to  time,  under 
their  common  feal,  fet  down  and  appoint ; all  the 
buildings,  lands,  tenements,  &c.  to  remain  to  the  pre- 
fidents and  their  fucceflbrs,  for  the  perpetual  relief  and 
maintenance  of  the  poor  in  the  college,  and  to  none 
other  ufe,  end,  or  purpofe  whatfoever.  After  which, 
Sir  John  Levefon  and  William  Lambarde,  gent,  two 
of  the  above  truftees,  being  then  wardens  of  the  bridge, 
and  withal  prefidents  of  this  college,  drew  up  certain 
rules  and  ordinances  for  the  eleftion,  maintenance,  &c. 
of  the  poor  there,  among  which  they  ordained,  that 
the  Dumber  of  poor  perfons  to  be  perpetually  fuftained 
and  lodged  within  the  college,  Ihould  be  twenty  in  all, 
married  or  unmarried,  each  taking  6s.  8d.  in  each 
month  in  the  year.  Of  this  number  one,  being  a man, 
fhould  be  from  time  to  time  chofen,  from  any  place 
whatfoever,  without  any  reftraint,  and  prefented  by  the 
baron  Cobham,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  admitted  and 
placed  for  a warden  of  this  college;  another,  being  a 
man  alfo,  fhould  be  from  time  to  time  chofcn  from 
any  place  whatfoever,  without  any  reftraint,  by  the  pre- 
fidents of  the  college,  and  tfieir  fucceflbrs,  and  placed 
fub'Warden  of  this  college.  The  eighteen  refidue,  be- 
ing men  or  women,  married  or  unmarried,  fliould  be 
chofen  and  drawn  as  follows,  according  to  the  above 
ordinances  and  rules: 

P'rom  the  parifh  of  Cobham  three  poor  inhabitants, 
upon  the  election  of  each  of  which,  two  perfons  fhould 
be  chofen,  one  of  whom  fhould  be  feleded  by  the  ba- 
ron of  Cobham  for  the  time  being  ; and  if  the  parifh 
of  Cobham  fhould  make  default  in  fuch  choice  within, 

the 
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the  limited  time,  that  then  the  parlfli  of  Chalk  Ihould 
have  the  benefit  of  fuch  turn. 

From  the  parifii  of  Shorne  two  poor  inhabitants, 
upon  the  eledtion  of  each  of  which,  two  perfons  fhould 
be  chofen,  one  of  whom  Ihould  be  feledted  by  the  ba- 
ron of  Cobham ; and  in  default,  then  the  parifh  of 
Cooling  fhould  have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  Cooling  one  poor  inhabitant, 
upon  the  cledlion  of  each  of  which  two  perfons  fhould 
be  chofen,  one  whom  to  be  felecbed  by  the  baron  of 
Cobham  for  the  time  being  j and  in  default,  the  parilh 
of  Strood  Ihould  have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  Strood  two  poor  inhabitants, 
and  in  default  then  they  of  Hoo  fhould  have  the  be- 
nefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  Werburg,  alias  Hoo,  three  poor 
inhabitants,  and  in  default  then  they  of  ClifFe  fhould 
have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parifh  of  Cliffe  one  poor  inhabitant,  and 
n default  of  fuch  choice  then  they  of  Chalk  Ihould 
have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  Chalk  one  poor  perfon,  and  in 
default,  then  they  of  Gravcfend  fhould  have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parifh  of  Gravefend  one  poor  perfon,  and 
in  default  then  they  of  Cuckflone  fhould  have  the  be- 
nefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  Higham  one  poor  perfon,  and 
in  default  then  they  of  St.  Mary’s  Hoo  fhould  have  the 
benefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  St.  Mary’s,  within  the  hundred 
of  Hoo,  one  poor  perfon,  and  in  default,  then  they 
of  Cobham  fhould  have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parilh  of  Cuckflone  one  poor  perfon,  and 
in  default  then  they  of  Hailing  fhould  have  the  benefit. 

From  the  parifh  of  Hailing  one  poor  perfon,  and 
in  default  of  fuch  choice  then  they  of  Higham  fhould 
have  the  benefit  of  it. 

Ff4 
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That  the  nominators  and  eledbors  of  the  poor  per- 
fons  fhould  be  in  each  parifh,  the  parfon,  vicar,  or 
other  daily  incumbent,  and  refidentiary  within  that 
•parifh,  for  celebrating  divine  fervice,  &c.  the  church- 
wardens, fidemen,  the  coUeftors  and  overfeers,  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  conftables,  petty  conftable,  and 
borfholders,  then  inhabiting  within  fuch  parifh.  The 
place  of  ekdtion  to  be  within  fuch  parilh  church  or 
veftry,  after  evening  fervice  on  a Sunday,  of  which 
notice  Ihould  be  given,  as  therein  mentioned.  That 
the  then  baron  Cobham,  and  other  heirs  male  after 
him,  as  fhould  be  barons  Cobham,  fhould  be  principal 
vifitors  of  this  college,  and  in  default  of  heirs  male 
the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  and  during  the  vacancy  of 
that  fee  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter  to  be  the 
vifitors.  Belides  which,  other  rules  and  ordinances 
were  then  made  and  fet  forth  for  the  well  ordering  the 
demeanor  and  behaviour  of  the  poor  converfing  in  this 
college.  In  which  ftate  it  now  continues  under  the 
management  of  the  wardens  of  Rochefter  bridge,  for 
the  time  being,  prefidents  of  it,  the  clerk  of  the  re- 
venues of  the  bridge  being  the  manager,  clerk,  and 
paymafter  of  the  revenues  of  this  college  and  the  poor 
placed  in  it. 

The  prefent  revenues  of  the  college  of  Cobham 
confift  of  lands  in  Shorne,  of  the  yearly  rent  of  63I.  los. 
'and  of  lands  in  Effex,  of  the  yearly  value  of  48I.  in 
, all  1 1 il.  I os. 

Cobham  college  is  a neat  quadrangular  ftone  build- 
ing, built  partly  out  of  the  former  college  and  partly 
new,  at  the  time  of  its  new  foundation.  It  contains 
twenty  lodging  rooms,  with  a large  hall,  having  a fcreen 
at  the  entrance,  and  a railed  floor  at  the  upper  end,  as 
in  other  antient  halls  j at  the  comers  of  the  large 
chimney  piece  are  two  fhields,  one  a faltier  in  bale, 
an  efcallop  fhell ; the  other,  a Saracen’s  head,  being 
one  of  the  crefts  of  Brooke.  In  the  windows  are  the 
-arms  of  the  founder  j over  the  fouth  gate  of  the  col- 
lege, 
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lege,  next  the  gardens,  are  his  arms,,  with  twelve 
quarterings  within  the  garter,  and  under  it  an  infcrip-* 
tion  of  the  foundation.' 

Dt.  Xhorpe,  of  Rochefter,  being  eie<5fed  one  of 
the  wardens  of  Rochefter  bridge,  of  courfe  one  of  the 
prefidents  of  this  college,  took  indefatigable  pains  to 
reftore  it  to  the  flourilhing  Rate  in  which  he  left  it. 
He  had  the  feals  of  the  office  of  prefidents  re-engraved, 
with  the  arms  of  the  founder  properly  blazoned  on 
them,  an  engraving  of  which  may  be  feen,  in  the  next 
volume,  among  thofe  belonging  to  Rochefter  bridge. 
In  this  pariffi  there  are  fome  water  works,  originally 
eredied  by  one  of  the  Brookes,  lords  Cobham,  for 
fupplying  the  college,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring  in- 
habitants with  water  ; thefe  works  being  unendowed, 
through  length  of  time  and  negled;,  fell  entirely  to 
ruin,  and  continued  fo  till  1778,  and  were  then  put 
into  good  and  fubftantial  repair  by  the  care  and  affi- 
duity  of  Mr.  Richard  Hayes  of  this  parifli,  who  met 
with  no  very  grateful  return  from  the  feveral  perfons 
moft  interefted  in  the  benefit  arifing  from  them. 

Wlfwardus  de  Hou,  furnamed  Henry,  took 
upon  himfelf  the  habit  of  a monk,  In  St.  Andrew’s 
priory  in  Rochefter,  for  which  he  gave  to  the  monks 
there  his  tithes  in  Cobham  ; which  gift  was  con- 
firmed by  Gilbert,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  time 

of  king  Henry,  and  by  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs  after- 
wards. 

Ordiva,^  the  grand  daughter  of  Wlfward  Henry, 
gave  the  tithe  of  her  land  in  Cobham,  called  Bethene- 
couft,  to  the  fame  priory.'"  Thefe  tithes  continued 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter  till  the 
furrendry  of  it,  together  with  its  lands  and  pofteffions, 
into  the  hands  of  king  Henry  VIII.  in  the  3 2d  year 
of  his  reign,  who  next  year  fettled  them,  by  his  do- 

' See  Regift.  Roff.  p.  244.  Bibl.  Top.  Brit.  No  6,  pt.  i. 

- * Text.  Roff.p.  162.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  47,  58,  '87,  122,  528. 
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tation  charter,  on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter 
of  Rochefter,  part  of  whofe  inheritance  they  continue 
at  this  time.  The  Brookes,  lords  Cobham,  were  for 
Tome  Years  leflees  of  thefe  tithes,  under  the  dean  and 
chapter.  Afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I. 
Stephen  Alcock,  efq.  of  Rochefter,  held  them  in  like 
manner.  The  prefent  leflee  of  them,  with  other  ad- 
joining tithes  in  Shorne,  belonging  to  the  dean  and 
chapter,  is  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  lord  Le  Defpencer. 


CHURCH  OF  COBHAM. 


PATRONS, 

Or  hy  'whom  ^irefented. 


II  I • ’ ^ 


Thomas  Pemble^  efq. 


n Twyfden,  MSS. 
o ill  the  crown  by  lapfe.  Rymer’s 
Feed.  voi.  XX.  p.  209.  He  was  mafter 
of  the  King’s  fch''ol  in  Rochefter,  and 
vicar  of  Boiighion  Monch.  ob.  1685. 
Boy’s  S?nd.  pt.  i.  App.  p.  273. 

P A!fo  rciftor  of  Hartley. 


VICARS  OR  MINISTERS. 

Thomas  MudJ.,  A.  M." 

Matthew  Rut  ten,  A.  M.  Sept.  21, 
1637.° 

Prief^  in  1700.P 

Sjtencer,  refigned  I7i3-'’ 

William  Pemble,  1723. 

Painter,  March  1730. 

Richard  Chapman,  in  i 733,obt. 
I 762.’' 

William  Porter,  A.M.  July  1 766, 
ob.  1793.* 

James  Jones,  Otz.  1/93' 
fent  incumbent. 

<I  He  was  obliged  to  refign  by  arch* 
bifhop  Atterbury. 

r He  thought  fit,  in  1733,  to  get  a 
difpenfation,  to  hold  this  as  a vicarage 
with  his  vicarage  of  Frindlbury. 

s I am  informed  he  was  Inllituted 
as  vicar. 


SHORNE. 

N ORTH  W ARD  from  Cobham  lies  Shorne, called 
in  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  Scorene,  and  in  other  antient 
records,  Sores  and  Schornes,  • 
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The  parish  of  Shorne  is  about  three  miles  In  ex- 
tent each  way.  The  high  road  from  London  to  Ro- 
.chelter  runs  thro  it,  weftward  of  which  are  the  hamlets 
of  Lower  Shorne  and  Shorne-green,  where  the  ground 
IS  low  and  flat ; fouthward  of  the  road  it  rifes  up  to 
the  village  of  Shorne,  through  orchards  and  fmall  in- 
clolures  of  elm  trees ; the  church  Hands  in  the  midft 
ot  It,  and  at  a quarter  of  a miles’  diftance  northward, 
a good  houfe,  which  was  for  fome  generations  the  pro- 
perty and  refidence  of  the  family  of  Maplefden,  fe- 
veral  of  whom  lie  buried  in  this  church  ; they  bore 
ibr  their  arms,  Sable,  a crofs  fermee,  fit chee,  as  appears 
by  the  vifitation  of  this  county,  in  1619,  in  which 
there  is  a pedigree  of  this  family,  fettled  at  different  ‘ 
times  here  and  at  Rochefter,  Maidftone,  and  Horfe- 
monden.  The  laft  of  them,  Jarvis  Maplefden,  efq. 
died  here  about  fourteen  years  ago,  leaving  his  widow 
furviving,  and  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  married 
Mr.  Thomas  Pemble,  of  Cobham;  and  the  other, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hartridge,  of  Leeds.  Mrs.  Mapleden 
afterwards  poffeffed  thiseftate,  and  refided  in  it;  there 
IS  too  in  the  village^  another  houfe,  lately  built  by 
Mrs.  Jane  Ayerft,  widow  of  Dr.  William  Ayerft,  pre- 
bendary of  Canterbury,  who  died  in  1777,  and  by 
her  will  gave  it,  with  her  other  eftates  in  this  parifli, 
to  her  only  furviving  fon,  the  Rev.  Robert  Gunfley 
Ayerft,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.  AVeflward  of  the 
village,  are  the  hamlets  of  Shorne  Ifield  and  Thong, 
between  which  there  is  much  rough  ground  or  heath ; 
and  a little  diftance  fouthward,  the  manor  of  Randall. 
About  half  a mile  eaftward  from  the  church  is  the 
hamlet  of  Shorne  Ridgway,  north-eaftward  from 
which  there  is  much  hilly  ground  and  coppice  w’ood, 
which  reaches  to  both  tides  of  the  London  road,  and 
there  are  flill  larger  ones  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  this 
parifh,  quite  to  the  bounds  ot  it,  adjoining  the  old 
Roman  road,  leading  from  Shingleweli,  by  Cobham- 
park  pales,  to  Rochefter.  The  foil  of  this  parifh  is 
» - in 
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in  general  a loam,  rather  fertile,  which  is  ftill  more  fo 
as  it  extends  northward  nearer  to  the  marfhes,  where  it 
is  moftly  a I'mooth  plain  furface ; the  air  of  this  parifh 
is  not  reckoned  the  mofl  healthy,  owing  to  its  expo- 
fure  and  nearnefs  to  the  large  trad:  of  marfhes  adjoin- 
ing to  the  Thames.  In  1796,  a battery,  mounting 
four  twenty-four  pounders,  was  ereded  in  this  parilh, 
adjoining  to  the  fea  wall,  for  the  better  protedion  of 
his  river. 

In  the  14th  year  of  king  Henry  II.  part  of  this 
parilh  was  the  king’s  demefne,  for  which,  on  the  aid 
then  colleded,  the  fheriff  paid  into  the  exchequer  the 
futn  of  36s.  8d.  and  in  the  33d  year  of  that  reign, 
four  pounds  was  alfelTed  on  it  in  grofs  for  tallage.  At 
the  latter  end  of  that  reign,  Jordanus  de  Nevile‘  held 
one  knight’s  fee  in  Sornes,  of  Walter  Fitzhelt,  who 
held  the  fame  again  of  the  king  in  capite.  John  de 
Nevile  fucceeded  him  in  the  poflefiion  of  this  place, 
and  by  his  deed,  now  remaining  in  the  Surrenden  li- 
brary, releafed  and  granted  to  Henry  Cobeham,  for 
homage  and  ferviee,  eighteen  Ihillings  rent,  in  the 
meadow  of  Boleham,  which  he  held  of  him  and  his 
anceftors,  as  belonging  to  his  manor  of  Sornes,  to 
which  deed  there  is  the  feal  of  John  Neville  append- 
ant, being  a fliield  with  a chief  indented.  He  palled 
away  Shorne  manor  by  deed  of  gift  to  Roger  de 
North  wood,  who  was  poflclfed  of  it  in  the  30  th  year 
of  king  Henry  III.  as  appears  by  the  Pipe  roll  of  that 
year  ; he  died  poffelTed  of  it  in  the  13th  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  holding  it  of  the  king  in  capite  by  the  fer- 
vice  of  one  knight’s  fee.  His  fon,  Sir  John  de  North- 
wood,  in  the  21ft  year  of  that  reign,  claimed,  and 
was  allowed,  free  warren,  and  the  ul'ual  privileges  of 
a manor  here;  at  which  time  the  king  brought  a writ 
of  right,  and  claimed  this  manor,  but  the  jury  gave 
k againfb  him.  After  this,  he  claimed  of  Sir  John, 

. ' Lib.  Rub.  Scacc.  See  more  of  the  Nevills,  under  Birling. 
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I four  marcs,  and  four- pence  annual  rent,  but  the  jury 
gave  that  likewife  againfl;  him,  finding  that  the  l*ent  be- 
longed  to  the  manor. 

This  Sir  John  de  North  wood  changed  the  tenure  of 
his  lands  from  gavelkind  to  knight’s  lervice,  and  after- 
wards, together  with  his  Ton  and  grandfon,  accompa- 
1 nied  that  king  in  his  yidorious  expedition  into  Scotland, 
and  was  IherifF  of  this  county  feveral  times,  and  havino- 
been  fummoned  to  parliament  among  the  barons  of 
< this  realm,"  he  died  fhortly  after  polTefled  of  this 
j manor. 

I He  was  fucceeded  by  his  grandfon,  Roger  de  North* 
j wood,  who  having  been  fummoned  to  parliament  in 
i!  the  34th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  but  no  more,  died 
I next  year,  being  then  poflefled  of  this  manor,  held  of 
f the  king  in  capite  by  the  fervice  of  carrying,  together 
t with  others  the  king’s  tenants,  a certain  white  ftandard 
( towards  Scotland,  in  the  king’s  wars  for  forty  days  at 
I his  own  expence. 

I This  tenure  was  cuftomary  not  only  in  England  but 
elfewhere ; for  Selden,  in  his  Titles  of  Honor,  ob- 
ferves,  out  of  Prelucius’  Difcourles  upon  the ‘State  of 
Poland,  that  in  1530,  Albert,  marquis  of  Branden- 
burg, received  his  inveftiture  by  the  delivery  of  a 
banner,  from  the  hands  of  Sigifmund,  king  of  Poland ; 
and  his  brother  George,  at  his  being  inftated  in  that 
fignory,  by  this  ceremony,  in  his  own  and  his  brother’s 
name  to  place  his  hands  upon  the  banner ; and  when 
the  above-mentioned  banner  was  delivered  to  an  heir, 

, whofe  title  was  not  free  from  controverfy,  he  was  only 
admitted,  to  touch  the  extreme  parts  of  it.* 

He  left  by  his  wife  Julian,  daughter  and  coheir  of 
Sir  GeofFry  de  Saye,  Sir  John  Northwood,  his  fon  and 
heir,  but  he  never  came  into  the  pofTeilion  of  this  ma- 
nor, for  Julian  his  mother,  held  it  in  dowry,  and  fur- 

“ Harris’s  Hiftory  of  Kent,  p.  283.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  70. 

* Philipott,  p.  324.  See  Selden,  p.  692. 
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vived  him.  On  her  death  Roger  de  Northwood  fuc-- 
ceeded  to  this  manor,  of  which  he  died  poflefled,  leav-  • 
ing  Agnes,  his  wife,  furviving,  who  had  it  afligned  to» 
her  as  part  of  her  dowry.  She  afterwards  married! 
Chriftopher  Shuckbrooke,  and  died  poffefled  of  it  in 
the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.’' 

After  her  death,  the  property  of  it  came  by  fale  to 
Sir  Arnold  Savage,  of  Bobbing,  who  had  been  IherifF’ 
of  this  county  in  the  5th  and  9th  years  of  king  Ri- 
chard II.  and  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in  the 
5th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  and  a privy  counfellor. 
He  died  in  the  1 2th  year  of  the  latter  reign,  poflefled 
of  this  manor,  which  he  held  by  the  like  fervice  of  car- 
rying a ftandard,  as  above-mentioned.  His  fon,  Ar- 
nold Savage,  died  without  iffue,  leaving  Eleanor,  his 
filler,  his  foie  heir,  who  had  been  firft  married  to  Sir 
Reginald  Cobham,  by  whom  flie  had  no  ilTue,  then  the 
wife  of  William  Clifford,  efq.  who  in  her  right  became 
entitled  to  the  pofl’elfion  of  this  manor. 

He  was  fon  of  Sir  Lewis  Clifford,  K.  G.  defcended 
from  the  Cliffords,  of  Clifford’s-callle,  in  Hereford- 
fhire,  and  ferved  the  office  of  Iheriff  of  this  county  in 
the  13th  of  king  Henry  VI.  His  great  grandfon, 
Lewis  Clifford,  efq.  paffed  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  George 
Nevill,  lord  Abergavenny,*  who  alienated  it  to  George 
Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII, 
and  his  grandfon,  Henry,  lord  Cobham,  being  found 
guilty  of  treafon  in  the  ill  year  of  king  James  I.  had 
judgment  of  death,  but  his  execution  was,  through  the 
king’s  clemency,  fuperfeded,  though  his  eflates  became 
forfeited  to  the  crown. 

This  manor  of  Shorne  thus  coming  to  the  crown  by 
the  above  attainder,  was  confirmed  to  it  by  an  aft 
paffed  in  the  3d  year  of  king  James  I.  with  a confir- 
mation of  all  grants  made  by  tlie  king. 

^ Dugd,  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  71.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  See  more  of 
the  Northwoods  under  Norwood  in  Milton. 

^ Mr.  Pettit’s  Fcedarv  Book  of  Kent. 
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; King  James  granted  this  manor  to  Sir  Robert  Ce- 

i eminent  ftatefman, 

William,  lord  Burleigh,  by  his  fecond  wi'fe  Mildred 

daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Cooke)  who  alienated  it  to 
Sir  John  Levefon,  of  W horne’s-place,  whofe  eldeft  fon 
dying  without  lOlie  male,  was  fucceeded  in  this  and  his 
other  eftates  by  his  brother.  Sir  Richard  Levefon, 

IK.  B.  of  Trentham,  in  Stafford  (hire,  and  he,  in  the’ 
reign  of  king  Charles  I.  fold  the  manor  of  Shorne,  as 
he  did  all  the  reft  of  his  poflelTions  in  this  county  to' 
different  perfons,  to  Mr,  alderman  George  Woodyer, 
of  Satis,  in  Rochefter,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Sa^/e* 
three  leopards  heads  in  fefs  between  nine  Jieiirs  de  Us 
argent y whofe  defendant,  William  Woodyer,  efq.  of 
Shorne,  died  poflelfed  of  it  in  1732,  and  by  his  will 
devifed  it  to  Mr.  John  Taylor,  his  fifter’s  fon,  who 
bore  the  fame  arms  as  thofe  of  Maidftone  and  Shadox- 
hurft,  and  he  conveyed  it  by  fale  in  1752  to  Thomas 
Gordon,  efq.  of  Rochefter,  whofe  foie  daughter  and  lieir 
carried  it  in  marriage  to  her  firftcoufin,  William  Gor- 
don, efq,  of  Bully-hill,  late  member  of  parliament  for 
that  city,  and  flieriff'  of  this  county  in  1 763.  He  di*ed 
poffcffed  of  this  manor  in  1 776,  leaving  an  only  daugh- 
ter and  heir,  and  his  widow,  xVlrs.  Elizabeth  Gordon, 
furviving,  who  is  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  it. 

I There  is  a court-leet  and  court-baron  held  for  this 
: manor,  the  ftyle  of  which  is,  the  manor  of  Shorne  zvith 
the  hundred-of  Shamel  appendant  to  ity 

Randall,  formerly  called  Roundall  and  Rundale, 
is  a manor  in  this  parifli,  which,  though  at  prefent  of 
i little  repute,  was  antiently  of  fome  note  as  being  one 
of  the  feats  of  the  noble  family  of  Cobham,  where  they 
are  faid  by  fome  to  have  refided  before  they  removed 
to  Cobham-hall. 

John  de  Cobham,  lord  of  Cobham,  pofTefTed  this 
; manor  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  lif.  He  left  by  his 
firft  wife  two  fons,  John,  who  was  anceftor  of  the  Cob- 
hams,  of  Cobham,  and  of  Beluncle,  and  Henry,  to 

whom 
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whom  he  gave  this  manor  of  Rundale,*  who  was  com- 
monly called  le  Uncle,  todiftinguifli  him  from  Henry 
de  Cobham,  of  Cobham,  fon  of  his  elder  brother  John. 

He  was  feveral  times  fheriff  of  this  county,  and  in 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  was,  with  three  others  of 
his  family,  attendant  on  that  king  in  his  vi6torious  ex- 
pedition into  Scotland.  He  died  in  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  and  lies  buried  in  this 
church,  where  his  figure  ftill  remains  on  his  tomb, 
armed  in  mail  and  crofs-legged.  He  married  Joane, 
the  eldeft  of  the  two  daughters  and  coheirs  of  Stephen 
de  Penceftre,  by  whom  he  had  a fon,  Stephen  de  Cob- 
ham, who  w'as  of, Rundale,  and  in  the  34th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  when  prince  Edward  was  knighted, 
with  bathing  and  other  facred  ceremonies,  received, 
with  many  others,  the  like  honor. 

Upon  the  death  of  Joane  his  mother,  in  the  i8th 
year  of  king  Edward  II.  performing  his  fealty,  he 
fhared  in  the  lands  of  her  inheritance  j and  having  been 
fummoned  to  parliament  among  the  barons  of  this 
realm,  he  died  in  the  6th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 
pofTeflTed  of  this  manor,  with  another,  called  Okington, 
in  this  parifh,  leaving  John  his  fon,  and  Avice  his  wife 
furviving,  who  held  them  for  her  life,  and  died  in  the 
14th  year  of  that  reign,  upon  which  John,  their  Ion, 
before-mentioned,  became  poflefled  of  the  manor  of 
Roundale,  with  that  of  Okington,  and  dying  in  the 
36th  year  of  the  fame  reign,  was  fucceeded  in  them  by 
Thomas  de  Cobham,  his  fon,  in  whofe  defcendants 
they  remained  till  they  were  alienated  to  Wyatt,  in 
which  name  they  continued  till  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of 
Alyngton,  in  the  3 2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  fold, 
by  way  of  exchange,  to  that  king,  among  other  pre-‘ 
mifes,  the  manors  of  Randall  and  Okington,  with  their 
rights,  members,  and  appurtenances.'’ 

” Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  65.  M6S.  pedigree  of  Cobham. 

( > Inroiments  Augin.  off.  Rot.  Efch.  ejus  an.  pt.  8. 

King 


SHORn£. 


449 


^ Henry  VIII.  m his  37th  year,  in  confideration 
ofother  prermfes,  granted  the  manor  ofRandalJ,  to 
George  lord  Cobham,  who  had  purchafed  of  Sir  An- 
thony St.  Leger,  in  the  yth  year  of  king  Edward  VI. 
the  manor  of  Okington,  to  whom  it  had  been  granted 
by^  that  king  in  his  4th  year,  to  hold  by 

kniglits  fervice.  His  grandfon,  Henry  Brooke,  lord 
Cobham,  being  found  guilty  of  high  treafonin  the  ift 
year  of  king  James  I.  thefe,  among  his  other  eftates. 
became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  were  confirmed  to 
It  by  an  aft  palled  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign,  as  has 
been  already  mentioned  before. 

After  which,  the  manor  of  Randall,  with  many  other 
eftates  of  the  lord  Cobham  in  this  neighbourhood,  was 
granted  by  king  James,  in  his  lothyear,  to  his  kinf- 
man,  Lodowick  Stuart,  duke  of  Lenox,  afterwards 
created  duke  of  Richmond.  After  which  this  manor 
defeended  in  like  manner  as  that  of  Cobham  already 
more  fully  deferibed  before,  to  James,  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, who  died  at  Elfineur,  in  Denmark,  in  1672, 
without  ifllie,  leaving  Katherine  his  only  filler  his  next 
heir,  married  firft  to  Henry,  lord  Obrien,  and  fecondly, 
to  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon.  Soon  after  which  laft  mar- 
riage, in  1695,  all  the  eftates  of  Charles,  late  duke  of 
Richmond,  in  this  county,  were  fold  to  pay  debts,  and 
for  other  purpofes.  At  the  time  of  the  above  fale. 
Captain  Robert  Porten  purchafed  this  manor,  and  died 
poflelTed  of  it  in  17  ii,  and  lies  buried  in  the  Randall 
chancel  in  this  church.  He  left  the  manor  of  Randall 
by  will  to  Sarah  Tanner,  whofe  daughter  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  Thomas  Judd,  and  he  alienated  it  to  Dunn, 
who  fold  it  to  Stevenfon,  from  w-hom  it  pafled  in  like 
manner  to  Smith,  who  refided  at  Randall,  and  after 
fome  few  years  died  there  in  1752,  inteftatej  upon 
which  feveral  claimants  appeared,  of  which  Mr.  Henry 
Bennett,  of  Weft  Smithfield,  London,  was  the  prin- 
cipal, who,  fince  the  deaths  of  the  others,  became  the 
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foie  owner.  He  left  Elizabeth  his  wife  furviving,  after 
whofe  death  it  became  the  property  of  Walter  Mit- 
chell, efq.  who  about  the  year  1793  fold  this  manor  to 
the  right  honourable  John,  earl  of  Darnley,  the  prefent 
poffelfor  of  it. 

A court-baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

CHARITIES. 

Two  VLACKs  in  the  New  College  of  Cobham  are  appro- 
priated to  two  perfons,  inhabitants  of  this  parilh,  at  the  eleftion 
of  each  of  which,  according  to  the  ordinances  of  the  College, 
two  perfons  are  nominated  by  the  parifli,  out  of  which  two,  the 
baron  of  Cobham  for  the  time  being  is  to  fele6l  the  one  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  placed  there.  And  if  the  parifli  of  Cobham  make 
default  in  elefting  to  the  college  according  to  its  privilege,  then 
the  benefit  of  it  devolves  on  this  parifh. 

Mr.  Henry  Adams,  in  1738,  by  his  will  gave  this  parifli, 
eleven  pounds,  to  be  paid  yearly  by  the  vicar,  churchw’ardens, 
and  common-councilmen  of  St.  Dunftan  in  the  weft,  London, 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  this  parifli  to  be  diftri- 
buted  by  them  for  ever  on  St.  Peter’s-day,  los.  to  the  perlon, 
who  comes  for  it  for  his  pains,  los.  for  a fermon  on  the  day  of 
his  deceafe,  yearly,  and  the  remaining  lol.  to  be  then  beftowed 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  churchwardens  and  overfeers  of  Shorne, 
among  the  eldeft  and  pooreft  of  this  parifli,  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  7I.  15s.  6d. 

Richard  Cheyne,  efq.  who  died  at  Hackney,  in  1625,  gave 
by  his  will,  to  the  parfon  and  churchwardens  of  St.  Mary  Wol- 
noth,  London,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  his  marfli  laud  at 
Weftham,  in  Eflex,  then  let  at  13I.  per  annum,  out  of  which  they 
were  directed  by  the  will,  among  other  legacies  of  the  fame  kind, 
to  other  pariflies,  topay  40s.  per  annum,  by  quarterly  payments, 
to  four  poor  men  or  women  of  ihis  parifli,  now  of  the  annual 
produce  of  il.  i is.  6d. 

Lady  Eleanor  Page,  who  died  at  Rochefter  in  1645,  by 
her  will  diretfted  her  executor  to  beftow  50I.  upon  land,  andcaufe 
the  fame  to  be  conveyed  to  himfelf,  or  four  or  more  fubftantial 
freeholders  of  this  parifli,  and  their  heirs  in  truft,  that  they  em- 
ployed the  yearly  profits  thereof  towards  the  putting  out  fuch 
poor  children  of  this  parifli,  as  the  churchwai'dens  and  overfeers 
of  it,  or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being  fliould  ap- 
point ; and  flie  further  direifted,  that  as  often  as  only  two  of  her 
feoffees  fliould  be  remaining,  that  they  fliould  then  convey  the 
land  to  fix,  or  more  of  the  moft  fubftantial  freeholders  of  this 
parilh,  and  their  heirs  in  like  manner,  as  the  faid  land  w'aseftated 

to 
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to  them  and  others,  fo  that  neither  he  j intention  might  be  fruf- 
tmted,  nor  the  poor  defrauded,  now  of  the  annual  produce 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefter,  in  their  leafe  of  the  great 
tythes,  bound  the  letTee  to  diftribute  los.  annually  to  the  poSr  of 
s pariHi,  yefted  m the  mm.fter,  churchwardens,  and  overfeers. 
Thele  chanties  are  enterod  m the  regifter  book  of  this  parifli,  of 
which  the  above  is  an  abflracf.  ^ ’ 


Shorne  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
The  font  is  very  curious  and  antient,  of  Betherfden 
marble,  it  is  oftangular,  the  eight  compartments  round 
the  bafon  being  filled  with  fculptures  of  fcriptural  hif- 
tory.  It  is  very  fimilar  to  that  in  Southfleet  church, 
and  therefore  probably  of  the  fame  age." 


Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing  :—I,t  the  chancel,  a brafs  plate  for  Thomas  Ellys,  vicar  of 
Shorne,  obt.  March  i8,  1569;  another,  with  the  figure  of  a 
pneft,  for_Wm.  Pepyr,  vicar  of  this  church,  obt.  Jan.  31,  1468; 
a Rone,  with  brafs  plates,  arms  on  a bend  three  birds,  a crefeent 
for  difference,  impaling  a fefs  dancette  ermine,  for  George  Pao-e, 
gent.  obt.  i639>  be  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Somers, 
of  St.  Alargaret's,  Rochefter,  and  had  four  fons  and  three  daugli- 
ters  j on  the  north  wall  a large  monument,  with  the  arms  argent, 
on  a bend  fable,  three  birds  of  the  field  membred  gules,  and  feveii 
other  qiiarterings,  for  George  Page,  attorney  at  law,  and  Ifabella, 
his  wife,  the  parents  of  Sir  William  Page,  he  died  in  1613, 
died  many  years  before  him,  and  for  Sir  William  Page,  obt.  1625, 
his  wife,  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Robert  Edoph,  efq.  mrvived  him, 
by  whom  he  had  no  ifiue,  fiie  was  a charitable  benefaftor  to  this 
parifli  as  has  been  mentioned  before,  their  four  figures  are  placed 
on  the  monument.  In  the  ttave,  a brafs  plate  and  figure  of  a man, 
for  John  Smyth,  obt.  1437  ; another  for  Edmund  Page,  gent,  late 
of  Shorne,  obt.  1550,  leaving  by  Eleanor  his  wife,  five  fons  and 
two  daughters  ; northward  of  it  is  the  figure  of  a woman  in  brafs, 
and  infeription  for  Elynor  Allen,  only  daughter  and  heir  of  John 
Hearnden,  gent,  of  Shorne,  married  iirfi:  to  Edmiind  Page,  and 
afterwards  to  John  Allen,  gent,  flie  had  by  herfirft  hulband  eight 
fons  and  five  daughters,  obt.  1583  ; another  for  George  Hayfden, 
gent,  of  Shorne,  obt,  1670,  leaving  two  fons  and  a daughter;  a 
like  for  Thomas  Sharpe,  attorney  at  law,  obt.  1493. — In  the 


Tlirre  are  plates  and  defcriptlons  of  hotli  in  the  Cufuimalc  Roffenfe, 
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the  barn,  yard.  See.  conta'ning  two  roods,  and  all  the 
tithes,  were  worth  of  improved  rent  i lol.  per  annum, 
all  which  premifes  were  let  by  the  late  dean  and  chap- 
ter, anno  i6  king  Charles  11.  to  Edmond  Page,  for 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty  pounds, 
and  five  quarters  of  wheat,  and  the  lelTee  was  bound  to 
pay  to  the  vicar  two  quarters  of  wheat  and  three  quar- 
ters of  barley,  valued  at  61.  1 2s.  and  to  difeharge  the 
penfion  of  twenty  flfillings  due  to  the  bifliop  ofRo- 
chefter,  and  liis  fucceflbrs,  and  to  difeharge  the  dean 
and  chapter  and  their  fucceflbrs  of  ten  fliillings  yearly, 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  feveral  poor  inhabitants  of 
Shorne,  and  for  the  finding  of  green  ruflies  for  the 
church  every  Eafter,  fo  that  the  rediory  was  worth, 
over  and  above  all  reprifes,  the  yearly  fum  of  yal  i 8s. 
out  of  which  leafe  the  vicarage,  worth  50I.  per  annum, 
was  excepted.® 

By  another  furvey,  taken  in  1650,  of  the  vicarage 
of  Shorne,  it  was  returned,  that  it  was  prefentativc  by 
the  late  dean  and  chapter,  worth  fixty  pounds  per  an- 
num, Mr.  George  Bludworth  then  incumbent,  under 
the  fequeftration  of  colonel  James  Temple,  Mr.  Blud- 
worth receiving  the  profits  of  it. 

On  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  and  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  they  again  took 
pofleflion  of  this  parfonage  and  advowfon,  the  inhe- 
ritance of  which  continues  veiled  in  them.  The  Pages 
were  formerly  leflfees  of  this  parfonage,  afterwards  the 
Baynards,  of  Rochefter.  The  prefent  lefTee  is  Mrs. 
Jane  Baynard,  of  that  city. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
13I.  IS.  8d.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  6s.  2d.  - 

The  two  quarters  of  wheat,  and  three  quarters  of 
barley,  before- mentioned,  are  paid  yearly  to  the  vicar 
by  the  tenant  of  the  parfonage,  by  a covenant  in  his 
leafe  from  the  dean  and  chapter. 


® Pari.  Surv.  Lamb.  lib.  \'ol.  xiv.  Ed.  TItcI.  p.  383. 
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Willumi  Pepyr,  vicar  of  this  church,  who  died  in 
146  s,  left  by  his  will  to  his  fuccefibrs  the  houfe  in 
which  he  dwelt,  on  condition  that  they  Ihoiild  not  fue 
his  executors  for  the  reparation  of  the  vicarage,  and 
Thomas  Page,  of  this  parifli,  byfhis  will  in  1495,  in- 
verted in  the  vicar  and  his  trurtees,  his  tenement,  called 
Normans,  in  Upper  Shame,  for  a dwelling-houlie  for 
the  vicar  and  his  fucceflbrs.*' 

Gilbert  de  Glanvil,  birtiop  of  Rocherter,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  II.  confirmed  to  the  church 
of  Rocherter,  the  tithes  of  R undale  and  Thuange, 
(now  Thong)  which  had  been  given  to  them  by  Smal- 
mann,  ofShorne. 

Henry,  of  Tuange,  likewife  confirmed  this  gift  of 
his  grandfather  to  them,  as  did  feveral  of  the  fucceed- 
ing  bifhops  of  Rocherter,  which  portion  of  tithes  lying 
in  Shorne,  Cobham,  and  Chalk,  in  the  15th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  was  taxed  at  feven  marcs.  It  remained 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  priory  of  Rocherter  till  the  dif- 
folution  of  it,  when  it  was,  together  with  all  its  lands 
and  porteflions,  furrendered  into  the  hands  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  in  the  3 2d  year  of  his  reign,  who  pre- 
I’ently  afterwards,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  this  portion 
of  tithes,  by  his  dotation  charter,  on  his  new-founded 
dean  and  chapter  of  Rocherter. 

On  the  intended  dirtblution  of  deans  and  chapters, 
after  the  death  of  king  Charles  I.  there  was  a furvey 
taken  of  this  portion  of  tithes  in  1649,  by  order  of  the 
ftate,  when  it  was  returned,  that  it  confifted  of  a barn 
and  barn-yard,  called  Mounken  barn,  lying  at  Thong, 
in  this  parifh,  with  all  portion  of  tithes  of  corn  and 
grain,  arifing  in  the  parilhes  of  Shorne  and  Chalk,  as 
had  been  antiently  ufed  and  accuftomed ; and  alfo  all 
manner  of  tithes  due  out  of  the  manor  of  Beeching- 
court,  and  of  a croft  called  Idley  lands,  and  certain 
lands  in  Cobham,  - worth  twelve  pounds  per  annum,  all 

^ Lib.  4.  f.  50.  Archiv.  RofF.  Ibid.  lib.  5.  f.  273. 
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which  premifes  were  let  anno  1 1 king  Charles  1.  by  the 
dean  and  chapter,  to  Sir  George  Fane,  for  the  term  of 
twenty-one  years  at  the  rent  of  four  pounds  and  two 
good  capons,  or  five  Ihillings  yearly. 

On  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  II.  in  the  year 
1660,  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter  repofleffed 
themfelves  of  this  portion  of  tithes,  the  inheritance  of 
which  continues  veiled  in  them.  The  prefent  leflee 
of  it  being  the  right  honorable  Thomas,  lord  Le 
Defpencer. 

CHURCH  OF  SHORNE. 


PATRON’S, 

Or  by  ’whom  firejented. 

Priory  of  Rochejler 


Pean  and  Chapter  of  Rochejler  ... 


i Reg.  Roff.  p.  664. 
k He  lies  buried,  as  does  his  prs- 
Jcceflbr,  in  the  chancel  of  this 
church.  i 

1 MSS.  Twyfdcn. 

Alfo  reftor  of  Cookftone. 

He  publilhed  feveral  religious 
tradls  and  fermons.  In  1733  * 
penfation  paffcd  for  his  holding  this 
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Sir  Thomas^  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  III.‘ 

William  Pehyr,  obt.  Jan.  31, 
1468. 

Thomas  EllySf  obt.  March  18, 
i569.'‘ 

William  Franlyn,  A*  M.  in  1630.^ 
Tobias  Sivinden,  A.  M.  1724.“ 
Caleb  Parfed,  A.  M.  prefen  ted 
in  1733,  ob.  Sept.  21,  1770." 
John  Lazv,  A.  M.  prefented  in 
1770,  refigned  i 776.“ 

Peter Pinnellf  A.  M.  Nov.  i 776, 
obt.  Aug.  16,  I 783.'’ 

Henry  Jones,  A.  M.  Nov.  1783, 
the  prefent  vicar.^ 

I 

vicarage  with  the  redtory  of  Cook- 
ftone. 

o Archdeacon  of  Rochefler,  and 
redlor  of  Weft  Mill,  in  Herefordfhire. 

p Prebendary  of  Rochefter,  and  vicar 
of  Elthain.  He  refigned  the  redlory 
of  Bermondfey,  in  Southwark,  on 
being  prefented  to  Shorne. 

<3  A minor  canon  of  Rochefter. 
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THE  next  parifli  northward  from  Shorne  is  Chalk 
: written  in  Domefday,  Celca,  and  in  the  Textus  Rof- 
fenfis,  CeUa  and  Cealces.  This  place  takes  its  name 
from  its  chalky  and  flinty  foil,  cealc,  in  Saxon,  fa- 
nifying  a chalk Jlone.  ^ 

The  parish  of  Chalk  is  fituated  twentyTour 
miles  from  London;  its  extent, from  north  to  foutli, 
is  about  two  miles,  and  from  eaft  to  weft,  a mile  and 
an  half.  The  fouthern  part  of  it  is  very  hilly,  the 
northern,  a level  flat  furface ; the  inclofures  are  in 
general  large  ; the  foil  is  fertile,  being  moftly  a loam, 
with  fome  chalk,  though  not  much  of  it.  It  con- 
tains about  feventeen  hundred  acres,  forty  houfes,  and 
two  hundred  and  thirty  inhabitants.  The  fouthern 
part  IS  arable,  the  northern,  marfli  land,  containing 
about  two-thirds  of  the  parilh,  bounded  northward 
by  the  river  Thames,  and  is  called  Chalk  and  Denton 
level,  being  under  the  diredlion  of  thecommiflion  of 
fewers,  held  for  the  purpofe  at  Rochefter.  The  high 
London  road  pafl'es  through  it,  on  which,  at  the  wef- 
tern  boundary,  is  the  village  of  Weft  Chalk,  ufually 
called Chalk-ftreet,  where  the  road  divides;  that  to  the 
northward,  by  the  edge  of  the  marfhes,  through  the 
I hamlet  of  Eaft  Chalk,  towards  Higham,  ClilT,  and  the 
j hundred  of  Hoo ; the  other  ftrait  on  to  Rochefter. 

j About  a mile  eaftward,  near  the  road,  is  the  church, 

j ftanding  alone  on  the  brow  of  the  hill;  below  which, 
about  a mile  northward  in  the  low  country,  is  the 
j hamlet  of  Eaft  Chalk,  ftanding  clofe  to  the  marfhes, 

I which  extend  from  thence  to  the  Thames;  its  conti- 
guity to  fo  large  an  extent  of  marfhes,  to  which  its 
fituation  is  wholly  expofed,  makes  it  accounted  very 
: unhealthy,  and  much  fubjedt  to  agues,  particularly  in 
autumn.  A fair  is  held  here  on  Whit  Monday. 


In 
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In  Chalk-flreet  are  feveral  fllnt-knappers,  who  ma-  . 
nufaflure  the  bejl  gun  Jiints  in  England,  or  perhaps  in 
Europe,  great  quantities  of  them  being  exported  to  | 
foreign  parts. 

Chalk  was  part  of  thofe  vaft  poffeffions  with  which  \ 
king  William  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half  bro-  i 
ther  Odo,  bifliop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  and  it 
is  according!)^  thus  entered  in  the  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  under  the  general  title  of  that  prelate’s  lands : 

Adam  holds  Chalk  of  the  bifhop  ( of  Baieux ) . It  was  \ 
taxed  at  three  fillings.  ‘The  arable  land  is  feven  caru~  - 
cates.  In  demefne  there  are  two y and  villeins^  with  \ 
fx  border  erSy  having  five  carucates.  There  is  a church  i 
and  four  fervantSy  and  one  mill  of  five  jhillingSy  and  1 6 i 
acres  of  meadow.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvardthe  Con- 
fejfor  it  zvas  worth  feven  pounds y and  afterwards  loo 
fhillingSy  now  i o pounds  y and  yet  he  who  holds  it  pays 
J4  pounds.  Of  this  manor y there  is  as  much  in  the  king's 
hands  as  is  worth  feven  JhillingSy  of  a new  grant  of  the 
bijhop.  The  bifmp  retained  in  his  bandy  in  the  city  of 
Bochefiery  three  houfeSy  which  are  worth  pence.  In 
cxejfe  there  is  one  hidey  which  of  right  belongs  to  this  ma- 
nor. Goduinyfon  of  Dudemany  held  it-,  now  Ramiuf 
Peiirel  holds  it. 

On  the  difgrace  of  the  bifliop  of  Baieux,  about 
four  years  afterwards,  his  eftates  were  all  confifcated 
to  the  crown,  and  among  them  this  of  Chalk.  After 
which,  the  manor  of  Chalk  became  divided  into  moi- 
ties,  one  of  which  was  called  Eaft,  and  the  other 
Weft  Chalk. 

In  the  reign  of- Henry  III.  the  manor  of  East 
Chalk  was  in  the  polfeffion  of  John  de  Burgo,  fon 
and  heir  of  Hubert  de  Burgo,  chief  jufticier  of  Eng- 
land and  earl  of  Kent,  who  held  it  in  right  of  his 
wife,  daughter  of  William  de  Lanvaley,  and  he  gave  . 
it,  in  the  55th  year  of  that  reign,  to  the  monks  of  the 
priory  of  Bermondfey,  in  Southwark.'' 

' Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  641.  Dugd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  700. 

In 
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In  the  2ift  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  king,  by 
his  writ  of  right,  claimed  this  manor,  but  the  jury 
gave  it  for  the  prior,  in  which  year  alfo  a war- 
ranto. was  brought  againll  the  prior  for  claiming  to 
hold  pleas  of  the  crown,  to  have  free  warren,  a mar- 
ket, fair,  gallows,  and  waif,  in  Eaft  Chalk,  &c.  and 
the  prior  dilclaim.ed  his  having  any  right  to  the  fame 
therefore  they  remained  to  the  king.  In  Lib.  Affil! 
29  Edward  HI.  No.  70,  may  be  feen  the  pleas  be- 
tween the  prior  of  Norwich  and  the  prior  of  Ber- 
mondfey,  concerning  this  manor  of  Eaft  Chalk, 
which  afterwards  continued  part  of  the  poffeffions  of 
the  above  monaftery,  till  the  final  furreiidry  of  it,  in 
the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  two  years  before 
the  general  diflblution  of  monafteries,  by  which  this 
manor,  together  with  the  reft  of  its  lands  and  poflel- 
lions,  came  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  was  confirmed 
to  him  and  his  heirs,  by  the  general  words  of  the  aift, 
of  the  31ft  year  of  his  reign.  That  year,  the  king 
granted  this  manor  to  George  Brook,  lord  Cobham, 
to  hold  in  capite  by  knights  fervice.’  His  grandfbn, 
Henry  lord  Cobham,  being  convicted  of  high  trea- 
fon  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I.  this,  among  his 
other  eftates,  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  was 
confirmed  to  it  by  an  act  pafl'ed  in  the  3d  year  of  that 
reign ; after  which  it  was  granted  to  Sir  John  Brooke, 
of  Heckington,  in  Lincolnlhire,  fecond  fon  of  Sir 
Henry  Brooke,  alias  Cobham,  fifth  fon  of  George  lord 
Cobham  above  mentioned,  who  likewife  became  pof- 
fefTed  of  the  other  moiety,  called  the  manor  of  West 
Chalk,  alias  West  Court,  which  was  in  the  reign 
of  Henry  III.  in  the  pofl'eflion  of  the  family  of  Neville. 
In  the  2 2d  of  which  reign,  John,  fon  of  Hugh  de  Ne- 
ville, let  to  ferme  to  John  de  Cobham  his  manor  of 


® Tan.  Mon.  p.  339.  Pat.  32  king  Edw,  III.  p.  3.  m.  1 1.  pro 
maner  de  Eaft  Chalk.  Rapin,  vol.  i.  p.  817.  Aiigm.  Oft'.  Inrol- 
ments,  A.  24.  Rot.  Etch,  ejus  an.  pt.  i. 
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Weft  Chalk  for  fix  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  20I.  fler- 
ilng,  and  the  laid  John  paid  then  the  firft  three  years 
rent  in  hand,  and  covenanted,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
term  he  would  give  the  fame  up,  both  ploughed  and 
lowed,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  received  it,  and  flock- 
ed, with  fix  oxen  of  the  price  of  nine  fhillings  each, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-feven  fheep  of  nine-pence 
each,  and  fourteen  geefe,  &c.‘  After  which  John  de 
Neville  granted  and  confirmed  the  fame,  wnth  its  ap- 
purtenances, to  John  de  Cobham  and  his  heirs  for 
ever.  In  the  ,21ft  year  of  king  Edw'ard  I.  the  king, 
by  his  writ  of  right,  claimed  this  manor  againft  John 
de  Cobham,  grandfon  of  the  above  mentioned  John, 
but  he  producing  Hugh,  fon  of  the  above  John  de 
Neville,  as  his  vouchee,  then  under  age,  the  fame 
was  refpited  till  he  fhould  attain  fuch  age.  His  grand- 
fon, Sir  John  de  Cobham,  lord  of  Cobham,  in  the 
17th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  obtained  a charter  for 
free  warren  within  all  his  demefne  lands  wnthin  his 
lordthip  of  Chalke,  among  others.  He  died  about, 
or  foon  after  the  34th  year  of  that  reign,  being  then 
pofTefled  of  this  manor,  leaving  one  fon,  John  de 
Cobham,  who  the  year  after  his  father’s  death,  found- 
ed  the  chantry  or  college  of  Cobham,  and  gave  this 
manor  to  it,  and  alfo  the  rent  of  twenty-one  quarters 
and  three  bufliels  of  barley,  payable  by  feveral  of  his 
tenants  in  Chalk,"  as  part  of  his  revenues  with  which 
he  endowed  it. 

This  manor  remained  part  of  the  polfefiions  of  this 
college  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  about  the 
30th  year  of  which,  the  mailer  and  brethren  of  it  fore- 
feeing  their  approaching  diflblution,  fold  it,  with  all 
the  lands  and  poli'efiions  belonging  to  it,  with  the 
king’s  confent,  to  George  lord  Cobham,  who  was 

* The  original  leafe  in  the  Surrenden  librar)'. 

“ Pat.  42  ^d\v.  III.  p.  i.  m.  28,  pro  ten  in  Ell  Chalk,  "ptin 
coIIegdeCobhana.  See  pat.  4 Rich.  II.  p.  i.  m.  21. 
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confirmed  in  the  pofTefiion  of  it  by  a claufe  in  the  aft 
of  the  31(1  of  that  reign.  Soon  after  which  it  feems 
that  this  manor  was  granted,  by  lord  Cobham,  to  king 
Henry  VIII.  and  it  continued  in  the  crown  till  king 
Edward  VI.  in  his  ifl  year,  granted  it  to  Edward 
Seymour,  duke  of  Somerfet,  &c.  v/ho,  within  a few 
weeks  afterwards,  re-granted  it  to  the  king,  in  ex- 
change for  lands  in  other  counties. 

T.  his  manor  came  afterwards  into  the  pofleflion  of 
Sir  John  Brooke,  poflefTor  alfo  of  that  of  Eaft  Chalk, 
as  above  mentioned,  who  was  created  by  Charles  I. 
in  his  20th  year,  baron  of  Cobham,  in  confideration 
of  his  loyalty  and  fufferings.  He  alienated  both  thefe 
manors  to  James  Stuart,  duke  of  Richmond,'^  who 
died  pofleffed  of  them  in  1655,  leaving  one  fon, 
Efme,  who  died  an  infant  at  Paris,  in  1660:  and  a 
daughter,  Mary.  On  which  thefe  manors,  with  the 
reft  of  the  duke’s  eftates  in  this  county,  as  well  as  his 
titles,  came  to  Charles  Stuart,  fon  of  George  Stuart, 
lord  Aubigny,  the  duke’s  younger  brother;  after 
whofe  death,  without  iliue,  in  1672,  all  his  eftates  in 
this  county  were,  in  1695,  fold,  to  pay  debts  and  for 
other  purpofes.  The  manors  of  Eaft  and  Weft  Chalk, 
W'ith  the  duke’s  other  eftates  in  this  parifh,  confifting 
of  upwards  of  feven  hundred  acres  of  land,  were  pur- 
chafed  by  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon,  who  had  married 
Catherine,  only  fifter  and  next  heir  of  the  laft  duke, 
and  widow  of  Henry  lord  Obrien.  He  refided  at 
Cobham-hall,  and  died  polfelfed  of  them  in  1 701,  and 
by  his  will  bequeathed  .two  thirds  of  them,  among 
the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  county,  to  the  lady  Ca- 
therine his  w'ife,  and  the  other  third  to  Mr.  Jofeph 
Hornfby,  on  lady  Catherine  Obrien’s  death,  next 
year,  two  thirds  of  thefe  manors,  with  the  reft  of  the 
lands  fo  purchafed  by  Sir  Jofeph,  in  this  parifh,  de- 

See  a further  account  of  the  Stuarts,  and  of  the  fubfequent 
title  of  thefe  eftates,  under  Cobham. 
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Icended  to  Edward  lord  Clifton  and  Cornbury  (fon  of 
Edward  lord  Cornbury,  afterwards  earls  of  Clarendon, 
and  Catherine  his  wife,  the  only  daughter  and  heir  of 
the  lady  Catherine  Stuart  above  mentioned,  by  her 
firft  hufband,  Henry  lord  Obrien)  and  on  his  death, 
without  iffue,  in  1713,  to  his  only  furviving  fifter 
and  heir,  the  lady  Theodofia  Hyde,  who  foon  after- 
wards carried  her  intereft  in  them,  in  marriage,  to 
John  Bligh,  efq.  who  was  afterwards  created  earl  of 
Darnley,  &c. 

The  other  third  part  of  thefe  manors  and  eftates, 
on  thedeceafe  of  Mr.  Jofeph  Hornfby,  became  veiled 
in  his  widow ; and  after  feveral  vexatious  litigations, 
they  were  put  up  to  fale  before  a mailer  of  chancery, 

. when  the  earl  entered  into  a contract  for  the  w'hole  of 
them.  He  died  in  1728,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
eldell  fon  and  heir,  Edward  earl  of  Darnley,  who,  in 
compliance  with  a decree  of  the  court,  completed  the 
above  purchafe,  left  unfinidied  by  his  father.  He 
died  polfelled  of  the  entire  fee  of  thefe  manors  and 
ellates  in  1747,  unmarried,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
brother,  John  earl  of  Darnley,  who  died  in  1781,  and 
his  fon,  the  Right  Hon.  John  earl  of  Darnley,  is  the 
prefent  owner  of  the  manors  of  Eall  and  Weft  Chalk, 
and  other  eftates  in  this  parifli,  as  above  mentioned. 

There  was  formerly  a manor  in  this  parilh,  called 
Bekele,  and  afterwards  Beccles,  which  was  part 
of  the  vaft  poireHions  of  Odo,  the  great  blfhop  of 
Baieux,  and  half  brother  to  the  Conqueror,  under  the 
general  title  of  whole  lands  it  is  thus  defcribed  in  the 
,furvey  of  Domefday : 

The  fame  Adam  holds  BicheJei  of  the  bijhop  (of  Baieux) . 
It  was  taxed  at  half  a filing.  The  arable  land  is  half  a 
canicate.  In  demefne  there  is  half  a carucate,  and  one 
villein.,  with  half  a carucate  and  two  borderers.  There 
is  a mill  of  five  fbillings.  Ulbuin  held  it  of  earl  Leunin. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejfor  it  tvas  zvortl^ 
\o  Jlyillings^  now  i^Jhillings. 


On 
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On  the  difgrace  of  the  bilbop  of  Baleux,  about  four 
years  afterwards,  this  manor,  with  the  reit  of  his  pof- 
kfhons,  was  confifcated  to  the  crown.  After  which 
the  manor  of  Bekele  came  into  the  illuarious  family 
of  Cobham,  ofCobham,  in  this  county.  John,  the 
eldea  Ion  of  John  de  Cobham,  by  his  ftril  wife,  daugh- 
ter of  Warine  Fitz  Benedid,  died  polleffed  of  it  in 
the  28th  year  of  king  Edward  I.'  His  grandfon, 
John,  Ion  of  Henry  de  Cobham,  in  the  17th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  obtained  a charter  for  free  warren 
within  ail  his  demefne  land  within  this  manor,  among 
others;  and  died  poffelfed  of  it  in  the  36th  year  of 
that  reign ; as  did  his  foil,  John  de  Cobham,  lord 
Cobham,  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  without 
male  iBue ; after  which  it  defcended  down,  in  like 
manner  as  Cobham- and  the  reft  of  the  eftates  of  this 
great  family,  by  a female  heir,  in  marriage,  to  Sir  Tho. 
Brooke,  of  Somerfetlhire,  who  was  in  her  right  lord 
Cobham,  though  he  never  received  fummons  to  par- 
liament. His  defcendant,  Henry  Brooke,  lord  Cob- 
ham,  being  attainted  of  high  treafon  in  the  i ft  year  of 
king  James  I.  forfeited  this  manor,  and  the  reft  of  his 
eftates,  to  the  crown,  to  which  they  were  confirmed 
by  an  acft  pafled  for  that  purpofe  two  years  afterwards. 
From  which  time  1 find  no  further  mention  of  this 
manor,  nor  has  the  name  of  it  been  known  in  this 
parilh  for  many  years,  fo  that  in  all  probability  com- 
ing to  the  crown,  with  the  manors  of  Eaft  and  Weft 
Chalk,  it  became  blended  with  them,  and  w'as  in- 
cluded in  the  grant  made  of  them  to  Lodovvick,  duke 
of  Lenox,  in  the  loth  year  of  that  reign,  and  has  de- 
fcended in  the  fame  tract  of  ownerlhip  to  the  prefent 
j poirefTor  of  them,  the  Rt.  Hon.  John  earl  of  Darnley. 
j Raynehurst  and  Tymberwood  are  two  manors 
in  this  parifh,  which,  with  two  eftates  in  it,  called  Fel- 

Diigd.  Bar.  voL  ii.  p.  6s.  Rot.  Efch.  ejiis  ann. 
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borow’'  and  Clam-lane,  were  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
eminent  family  of  Cobham.  Henry  de  Cobham,  of 
Cobham,  held  them,  as  appears  by  Kirkby’s  Inqueft, 
in  the  9th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  as  did  John  de  Cob- 
ham, in  the  36th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  in  this 
family  and  its  defcendants  they  continued  till  the  reign 
of  king  Henry  VI.  and  then  they  are  mentioned  by  an  i 
old  furvey  of  Chalk,  to  be  in  the  pofleflion  of  Brent,  ' 
in  which  they  remained  till  the  8th  year  of  Henry  VII. 
when  John  Brent,  efq.  conveyed  them,  as  appears  by 
a fine  levied  in  that  year,  to  Sir  Henry  Wyatt,  whole 
fon,  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt,  of  Allington,  in  the  32d  year 
of  king  Henry  VIII.^  granted  the  manors  of  Raynhurft 
and  Tymberwood,  with  all  other  his  lands  and  polTef- 
fions  in  this  parilh,  among  others  elfewhere,  to  the 
king,  in  exchange  for  other  premifes.  After  which, 
the  fee  fimple  of  thefe  manors  and  ellates,  for  there 
had  been  feveral  terms*  of  them  granted  to  different 
perfons,  remained  in  the  crown ; and  Sir  Peter  Man- 
wood,  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  became  polfef- 
fed  of  the  then  fubfifiing  term  of  the  manor  of  Tym- 
berwood, with  the  ellates  of  Clam-lane  and  Felbo- 
rough,  and  pafled  away  his  intereft  in  them  to  Mend- 
field,  who  alienated  it  to  Mr.  James  Crifpe,  but  the 
fee  fimple  of  them,  together  with  that  of  the  manor  of 
Raynhurft,  ftili  remained  in  the  crown,  till  Charles  I. 
in  the  year  1630,  palfed  it  away  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, whence  it  was  conveyed  by  fale  that  year  to  Mr. 
James  Crifpe  above  mentioned,  who  deviled  thefe  ma- 
nors and  ellates  by  his  will  to  his  two  fons,  Thomas 
and  James  Crifpe. 

^ This  farm  lies  fomewhat  more  than  half  a mile  diftant  north- 
ward from  Chalk  church. 

* Inrolled  in  Augmentation  Off.  on  the  20th  of  July  following. 

® Patric.  of  Grants,  temp,  queen  Eliz.  in  Augm.  Off.  Roll  5, 

No.  37,  62.  Roll  7,  No.  5.  Roll  2,  No.  33,  34,  36,  37.  Roll  3, 

No.  55,  Roll  4,  No.  6.  Roll  7,  No.  15,  16.  Roll  8,  No.  44. 

Roll  2,  No.  39;  and  Roll  5,  No.  20. 

*’  Fee  farm  rolls,  temp,  interreg.  in  Aug.  Off.  Philipott,  p.  97. 

The 
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Clal  “d  T^berwood.  with 

poffeffion  of  Francis  Cotti’n^r^'^  afterwards  into  the 
bey,  in  Wiltfhire,  the  fon  of°Francf‘’'  b'onthill-ab- 

Maurice  Cottington,  brother  of  KrancMord  c"‘^r‘'°" 
ton,  fons  of  Philip  Cottington  nfr^  n ^ . 

hTnSef:  Frandf^'bfci^i"  het" tEyT'^^’ 

theellatcs  of  Clam-lane  and 

Maxwell,  e^l  of  Farnham,  whodied  »d  of fhem 

>n  1779,  without  male  iffue,  lcavin“  T „„l  n ^ l 

ter,  lady  Harriet  Maxwell  ^ 

thefe  eftare.  in  1 ^'^taxwcll,  who,  next  year,  carried 

cneie  eitates  in  marriage  to  Dennis  Daly,  cfa  of  rht 

was  ahenated  to  Day;  whofe  defendant^  Mr'lDaWd 
Day  IS  the  prefent  po/TelTor  of  it*  ‘ 

✓ 

charities, 

college  o^/cobham  ^for*n  ^ of  nomination  in  the  New 
rln.,  °to  be  chof^  f- 

diredl,  and  if  the  pariflfof  cS  ordinances  of  the  college 

the  benefit  devolvT,"  ,Ws  pariflr 

yard  of 'sl  Mary"’  Ho'o  ‘ ef ^ n° 

the  poor  of  this  Daridi  n/  *^0  be  given  yearly  to 

the  church  wardens  an  anr  Chriftmas  day,  by 

marfh,  in  Egypt  level  veftp  1*'^  ^ out  of  Eaftwick 

annual  produce.  ’ churchwardens,  and  of  that 

poorTo«1nrSrr‘’^a'1'ih'"  t*'catiori  of  ten 

be  fent  by  the  chnrchwarS”  f’ 

out  of  lands  vetted  in  the  ^ roni  this  pan fli,  a yearly  annuity 
in  money  bei'fitl  ifs!  ^mvefend,  the  amount 

‘be  tSCCLES.irSTtCAL  JURISDIC- 
e dtoceje  and  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 

• « i‘  church, 
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church,  which  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  feems  to  be 
of  great  antiquity.  It  confifts  of  two  iQes  and  two 
chancels,  having  a fquare  tower  at  th^e  weft  end,  in 
which  are  three  bells.  The  porch  of  this  church  is 
remarkable  for  its  ftrange  and  whimfical  ornaments,  a 
tafte  which  often  recurs  in  Gothic  architedture,  as  may 
be  feen  in  many  of  the  Gothic  buildings  of  churches 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Thefe  cbmencal 
fculptures  convey  little,  if  any,  meaning  or  defign,  and 
appear  to  have  been  merely  the  efFedts  of  rude  caprice 
and  the  fantaftical  humour  of  the  architefts;  but  here 
the  artift  has  indulged  his  fportive  fancy  in  a J^^nner 
much  too  loofe  and  abfurd  for  a facred  building.  On  the 
crown  of  the  arch,  at  the  entrance,  is  the  figure  of  a 
man,  in  the  character  of  a jolly,  tipling  fellow,  bold- 
ing a jug  with  both  hands,  and  looking  up  with  a molt 
expreflive  laughing  countenance  to  a grotefque  figure, 
in  the  attitude  of  a pofture  mafter  ortunibler,  above 
the  centre  of  the  moulding,  as  if  pleafed  with  his  tricks 
and  performances,  and  about  to  drink  to  him.  Between 
thefe  figures  in  a nitch,  or  recefs,  ornamented  with  a 
neat  painted  Gothic  arch  and  rofes,  in  which  formerly 
ftood  the  image  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  whom  the 
church  is  dedicated.  The  impropriety,  it  not  inde- 
cency, of  its  being  placed  between  two  fuch  ludicrous 
figures  one  would  think  could  not  efcape  the  obferva- 
tion,  and  of  courfe  excite  the  difguft  of  the  congrega- 
tion,  who  as  good  Catholics  ufually  made  their  reve- 
rence when  they  approached  it.' 


Among  other  monuments  and  infcriptions  in  diurch,w« 
the  chancel  is  a memorial  for  Henry  Roy,  vicar  ot 
Feb.  I,  1646 ^ another  for  Edward  Bering,  and  Ehpbeth  his 
wife,  he  died  1698.  In  the  nave,  a brafs  plate  for  Wrm 
obt.  1416,  and  Ifabella  his  wife.  He  was  a good  benefadtor  to  this 
church,  as  appeared  in  Weever’s  time,  as  well  m the  glafs  of  the 
windows  as  in  other  parts  of  the  fabric. 


c Mr.  Thorpe  publifhed  a drawing  of  it  in  hisKentilh  Antiquities,  inferted 

in  Eibl.  Top.  Brit.  No.  VI.  pt.  i.  . 

a See  monuments  and  infcriptions  more  at  large,  m Reg.  Roll.  p.  747* 

The 
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The  church  of  Chalk  antiently  belonged  to  the  be- 
nediaine  priory  of  Norwich/  and  in  the  15th  year  of 
king  Edward  I.  was  valued  at  thirty  marcs 

It  was  appropriated  to  the  above  priory  by  Hamo, 
bilhop  of  Rochefter,  with  the  confent  of  his  convent 
in  1327,  refeiwing  neverthelefs  a perpetual  vicarage 
in  it,  on  the  death  or  ceffion  of  the  redor,  and  a com- 
petent portion  for  the  fame  to  be  decreed  by  him  or 
his  fucceffor,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  for  the  time  beino- 
I o which  vicarage  the  prior  and  his  fucceflbrs,  patrons 
of  this  church  Ihould,  as  well  the  firft  time  as  after- 
wards, whenever  it  fhould  become  vacant,  prefent  to 
the  bifliop  and  his  fucceffors  for  ever,  and  faving  to 
him  and  them  canonical  obedience,  on  account  of  this 
church,  as  well  in  vifitation  as  other  epifcopal  rights 
and  cuftoms  in  it,  and  alfo  to  the  prior  and  chapter  of 
Rochefter,  and  their  fucceffors,  the  portion  of  ti'thes 
which  they  and  their  predeceffors  had,  and  then  did 
take,  from  ancient  time,  within  this  pariOi,  the  names 
of  which,  and  the  manner  of  taking  the  fame,  the  bi- 
fhop  thought  fit  to  infert  as  they  appeared  to  him,  not 
only  by  a folemn  inquifition  then  taken,  but  by  other 
lawful  documents,  all  which  the  reader  may  fee  printed 
at  large,  in  the  Regiftrum  Roftenfe.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  bifliop,  by  another  inftrument,  endowed  this 
vicarage,  and  decreed,  that  the  houfe  of  the  redfory 
of  the  church,  and  ail  tithes  of flieaves  whatfoever,  as 
well  thofe  arifing  from  land  dug  with  the  foot,  as  thofe 
cultivated  with  the  plough,  and  of  all  kind  of  corn,  and 
alfo  of  hay,  together  with  ten  acres  of  arable  land,  and 
four  acres  of  land  in  the  marfli,  and  the  tithes  of  nifties 
belonging  to  the  church,  fliould  belong  for  the  future 
to  the  religious,  to  whom  this  church  was  appropriated, 
and  that  they  fliould  receive  and  have  the  lioufes,  and 
tithes  of  flieaves,  with  the  land  aforefaid,  in  all  future 
times  for  their  portion,  which  the  bifliop,  as  far  as  re- 

Plac.  apud  Weftm.  20  Edw.  I.  Rot.  59  and  77.  Tan.  Mon. 

P-  340.  Keg.  Rolf.  p.  202. 
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lated  to  the  laid  tithes,  and  other  burthens  to  be  fuf- 
talned,  taxed  at  twenty  marcs  fterling;  with  which 
portion  the  religious  being  content,  fliould  afllgn  a 
competent  fcite  for  the  buildings  of  the  vicarage,  to  be 
built  by  the  vicar,  for  which  they  fliould  pay  him  one 
hundred  fhillings  within  one  year;  and  that  the  bur- 
thens of  finding  books  and  new  veftments,  not  belong- 
ing to  the  parifhioners  (except  in  furplices  and  rochets) 
they  fhould  undergo,  and  take  upon  them,  and  the  up- 
holding and  repairing  of  the  chancel  of  the  church, 
and  the  houfes  belonging  to  the  vicarage.  And  he  de- 
creed, that  all  tithes  of  ru flies  and  of  lambs,  wool, 
calves,  the  produce  of  the  dairy,  pigs,  geefe,  flax,  hemp, 
mills,  pidgeons,  ftlva  cedua,  eggs,  fruits,  trees,  curti- 
lages, bees,  and  fiflieries,  gardens,  pannage,  heibagc, 
fowlings,  merchandizings,  and  all  perfonal  tithes  and 
oblations  of  whatfoever  things,  and  howfoever  to  be 
made  in  the  faid  church,  and  all  other  fmall  tithes  how- 
foever belonging,  and  accruing  to  it,  and  not  above 
afligned  to  the  religious,  fhould  fully  belong  to  the 
vicar,  and  his  fucceflors  in  the  vicarage,  and  remain  as 
his  portion,  which  the  bilhop,  as  to  the  payment  of 
tenths,  and  the  undergoing  of  other  burthens  incum- 
bent on  him,  taxed  at  ten  marcs  flerling ; but  that  the 
vicar  for  the  time  being  fliould  pay  the  dues  to  the 
bifhop,  and  the  procuration  of  the  archdeacon,  and 
fhould  find  and  provide  at  his  own  cofls,  bread  and 
wine  for  the  altar,  wax,  and  proceflionals,  and  other 
neceffary  lights  in  the  chancel  of  the  church,  and  the 
ufual  minifters  in  the  fame,  and  alfo  rochets  and  fur- 
plices, and  fhould  fuflain  and  keep  up  at  his  own  coft 
the  buildings  of  the  vicarage,  and  fliould  caufe  the 
books  to  be  bound,  and  the  veftments  to  be  wafhed, 
mended,  repaired,  and  renewed  decently,  as  often  as 
need  fhould  require  ; but  all  their  ordinary  burthens, 
not  fpecified  above  (and  if  they  were  extraordinary, 
the  vicar  fliould  wholly  bear  them,  according  to  the 
value  of  his  portion)  as  well  the  religious  as  the  vicar, 

fhould 
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fhoiild  take  upon  them,  and  undergo,  according  to 
the  above  taxation,*^  &c.  ^ 

In  the  year  1379,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Nor- 
w.ch  exchanged  this  church  with  the  mafter  of  the 

Norfolk.  The  above  endowment,  at  the  petition  of 
the  mafter  and  confreers  of  that  college,  patrons  of  this 
church,  and  of  John  Long,  perpetual  vicar  of  it,  was 
confirmed  and  ratified  by  William,  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  in  1391  as  it  was  by  the  prior  and  convent  and 
by  the  archdeacon  of  Rochefter. 

It  appears  by  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter’s  regifters 
that  the  annual  penfion  paid  to  the  bifhop,  from  the 
mafter,  &c  of  Cobham  college,  for  the  churches  of 
Uiaik  and  Horton,  appropriated  to  that  college,  was  ' 
thirteen  Ihillings  and  four-pence.  . 

This  church  remained  part  of  the  pofiefTions  of  the 
college  of  Cobham  till  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 

30th  year  of  which,  the  mafter  and  brethren 

of  It,  forefeeing  their  approaching  diflblution,  fold  their 

college,  and  all  the  lands  and  pofl'eftions  belonc^ino-  to 
It,  with  the  king’s  confent,  to  George  lord  Cobham, 
and  1^^  a claufe  in  the  aft  of  the  31ft  of  that  reign,  the 
pofleflion  of  it  was  confirmed  to  him.  Lord  Cobham, 
in  the  3 2d  year  of  it,  conveyed  to  the  king  the  par- 
lonage  of  Chalk  (fubjeft  to  the  yearly  payment  of 
9s.  6d.  to  the  bifhop,  and  6s.  8d.  to  the  archdeacon) 
the  church,  and  advowfon  of  it,  in  exchange  for  other 
premifes. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  firft  year,  granted  this  rec- 
tory to  Robert  Edmonds,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s 
fervice,  in  the  nth  year. of  which  reign  it  was  pur- 
chafed  by  John  Mabb,®  who  next  year  fold  it  to  John 
Sleright  and  Jane  his  wife;  and  they,  in  the  25th 
year  of  it,  palled  it  away  by  fale  to  Sir  Roger  Man- 

Reg  Roff.  p.  204,  205.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  339, 

In  Eaiter  term,  anno  1 7 queen  Elizabeth,  he  levied  a fine  of 
this  rectory.  ’ 
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wood,  whofe  Ton,  Sir  Peter  Man  wood  appears,  in  the 
next  reign  of  king  James  I.  to  have  been  poflefled  of 
the  advowfon,  though  it  could  be  but  for  a term, 
for  at  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  it 
was  again  in  the  crown.  After  his  death,  on  the  dif- 
foliition  of  all  deans  and  chapters,  &c.  there  was  a fur- 
vey  taken,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  in  1650,  of  the  par- 
fonage  and  vicarage  of  Chalk,  by  which  it  was  returned, 
that  the  vicarage  was  formerly  in  the  gift  of  the  king, 
worth  forty  pounds  per  annum,  Mr.  Matthew  Darby, 
minifter  j that  the  parfonage  and  impropriation  was  in 
the  hands  of  Mr  Thomas  Wellards,  who  paid  there- 
from yearly,  to  the  lady  Vane,  ninety  pounds. 

The  king  ftill  continues  patron  of  this  vicarage, 
which  is  a difcharged  living  in  the  king’s  books,  of 
the  clear  yearly  certified  value  of  forty  pounds,  the 
yearly  tenths  of  which  are,  1 2s.  4^. 

• King  Henry  I.  gave  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew, 
and  the  monks  there,  a portion  of  tithes  in  this  parilh, 
which  was  confirmed  by  king  Henry  II.  by  feveral  of 
the  fucceeding  bifhops  of  Rochefier,  and  others.  The 
feveral  lands  from  whence  thefe  tithes  arofe  are  printed 
in  the  Regiftrum  Roffenfe,  as  mentioned  above,  in  the 
appropriation  of  this  church  to  die  prioiy  of  Norwich, 
by  biliiop  Hamo,  in  1327. 

This  portion  of  tithes  in  Shorne,  Chalk,  and  Cob- 
ham,  was  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  taxed  at  14I. 
13s.  4d.  Thefe  tithes  remained  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  priory  of  Rochefter  till  the  diflblution  of  it,  when 
the  fame  was  furrendered  into  the  hands  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  in  the  32d  year  of  his  reign  ; who,  in  his 
33d  year,  by  his  dotation  charter,  fettled  this  portion 
on  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
part  of  whofe  inheritance  it  continues  at  this  time,  the 
prefent  leflee  of  it  being  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  lord 
Le  Defpencer.*’ 

See  an  account  of  the  furvey  taken  of  this  portion  of  tithes, 
under  Shorne. 
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PATRONS, 

Or  by  tvhom  Jirefented. 

Prior  and  Convent  of  Norwich 


Majier  of  the  college  of  Cobham. 
The  Queen • 


1 He  was  likewife  parfon  of  Dod* 
diiigton.  Prynne,  p.  597. 

Reg.  Roff.  p.  1 13. 

1 Ibid.  p.  203. 
n>  Ibid.  p.  205. 
n Rym.  Fosd.  vol.  xv.  p.  439. 
o Ibid.  vol.  xvi.  p.  743. 


OF  CHJLK. 

RECTORS. 

Hugh  de  Crejingham,  anno  2 2d 
king  Edward  I.‘ 

John  de  Kokernmthe,  in  1316.’' 
Sir  Peter' de  F'ernoun^  in  1327.* 

VICARS. 

John  Long,  in  1391.™ 
fohn  Smith,  clerk,  February  25, 
1556." 

Richard  Brothierton,  1375.® 
Laurence  Daykin,  in  1592. 
Thomas  bell,  in  1604. 

Henry  Roy,  A.  M.  in  1606,  obt. 

Feb.  I 1646. P 
John  Walpole,  in  1647. 

Matthew  Daily,  in  1650. 

John  Buck,  in  1664. 

George  Wren,  1669. 

John  Hughes,  in  1680. 

Thomas  She  well,  in  1 7 02. 

Robert  Sandilands,  in  1705. 
Arthur  Robtnfon,  \n.  s'] \l. 

John  Colfon,  A.M.  inft.  Sep.  lo, 
1733.'' 

John  Price,  A.  M.  1740.'’' 

John  Doleman,  A.M.  obt.  17 74* 
William  Crackelt,  0£lob.  1774* 
Frefent  vicar.' 

P He  lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
this  church. 

q He  was  F.  R.  S.  and  mathemati- 
cal profeffor  at  Cambridge. 

r Alfo  vicar  of  Hailing,  by  difpen- 
fation,  in  1740. 

* And  redlor  of  Ifield  and  Nutfted. 
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NORTHWARD  from  Chalk  lies  Denton,  called 
in  the  Textus  RofFenfis,  Denitune,  and  in  Domefday, 
Danitone,  which  name  it  is  fuppofed  to  take  from  its 
having  been  the  habitation  of  the  Danes,  i.  e.  Dane 

Hh4  town. 
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town.  It  Is  now  ufually  called  Lower  Denton,  from  j 
Its  low  fituation  near  the  marfhes,  and  alfo  Denton  near  I 
Gravelend,  to  diftinguifli  it  from  Denton  near  Eleham,  , 1 
in  this  county. 

This  parish  lies  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  road,  lead- 
ing from  Chalk-ftreet  to  Gravefend,  from  which  it 
is  diftant  about  a mile.  It  is  but  fmall,  being  in  ex- 
tent, from  north  to  fouth,  lefs  than  two  miles,  and  in 
breadth  only  half  a mile.  It  contains  about  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  land,  of  which  one  hundred 
are  marfli  land ; its  contiguity  to  the  marflies  makes 
the  air  very  unhealthy.  The  furface  Is  exceedingly 
flat,  the  foil  a good  fertile  mould  towards  the  north, 
and  light  and  chalky  towards  the  fouth  ; there  are  but 
two  houfes  in  it,  one  of  which  is  the  Court-lodge;  the 
other  the  parfonage,  lately  built  by  Mr.  Nicholas  Gil-  i 
bee  (lefTee  under  Mrs.  Sevan)  is  a very  handfome  houfe,  j 
in  which  he  refides.  ! 

It  was  given,  whilfl;  iElfftan  was  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,'  who  came  to  the  fee  in  945,  and  died  in  984,  to 
the  priory  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  as  two  plough 
lands,  by  one  Birtrick  of  Meopham,  with  the  confent 
of  Elfs withe  his  wife,  by  his  lall  teftament;  and  being 
wrefted  from  that  cliurch  in  the  troublefome  times, 
which  foon  afterwards  followed,  by  reafon  of  the  Da- 
nifli  wars,  was  afterwards  feized  on  by  king  Harold, 
and  on  the  accelTion  of  William  the  Conqueror,  was 
by  him  given,  among  other  pofTefTions  of  that  church, 
to  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  his  half  brother;  but  arch- 
bilhop  I anfranc  recovered  it  again,  in  the  folemn  af- 
fembly,  held  on  this  occafion,  at  Pinenden-heath,  in 
1076,  and  afterwards  reftored  it  to  bifliop  Gundulph 
and  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  which  gilt  was  after- 
wards confirmed  by  archbifhop  Anfelm,  and  feveral  of 
his  lucceflbrs. 

‘ Stevens's  Monaft.  vol.  ii.  p.  336,  ct  feg. 
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r of  Domefday,  Denton  is  thus  de 

biH'op  on":: 

Tis/a^,  bijhop  (of  Rochejler)  hold,  Dam, one  1, 
was  lasced  sn  the  ume  of  king  Edward  the  CoZor  1, 

hwo'Zcauf  '‘°7jd  'f  ‘‘■’“i 

w/„  „„ 

pa  mage  of  15  %j.  the  time  of  king  Edward  and 
afterwards,  u was  worth  loo  Ihillinos  and  Jf'r 
pounds  and  fifteen  Jhillings . ' now f even 

Gundulph,  bithop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  ekfted 
to  that  fee  tn  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  having  afer 
the  example  of  archbidiop  Lanfranc,  divided  thf  reve^ 
mies  of  his  church  between  himfcif  and  his  convent 

to  the  (hare  of  the  monks,  to  the  u(hof  their  refeftorv’ 
which  was  confirmed  by  feveral  of  the  fucceedin<r  kin« 
and  archbifhops  of  Canterbury." 

On  bhhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill’s  coming  to  the  fee 
o Rochefter,  in  1185,  he  claimed  this  manor  with 
Its  appendages,  as  belonging  to  the  maintenance  of  his 
table,  and  the  monks  were  forced  to  fubmit  themfelves 
entirely  to  his  clemency  and  award.  In  confequence 
of  which,  though  he  wrelted  the  church  of  Denton 
rrom  them,  yet  they  continued  in  the  po/Tefllon  of  the 
manor,  and  its  other  appendages,  till  the  diirolution 
01  their  priory  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIIL 
in  the  7th  year  of  Edward  1.  the  biOiop  claimed  cer- 
tain liberties  by  the  grant  of  king  Henry  I.  in  all  his 
ands  and  fees,  and  others  by  antient  cuftom,  in  the 
lands  of  the  priory  of  Denton,  and  in  all  other  lands 
belonging  to  his  church;  and  he  claimed  gallows,  af- 
lize  of  bread  and  ale,  tumbrel,  pillory,  chattels  of  fu- 

P-  ^9-  vol.  iii.  p.  I,  4.  Reg.  Rolf,  p,  f, 
44>  4°t  ^ 
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gitives,  and  condemned  perfons,  with  year  and  wafle 
of  thofe  lands,  and  all  amerciaments  of  the  tenants  of 
his  church  of  Rochefter,  all  which  were  allowed  him 
by  the  jury,  and  they  were  confirmed  by  letters  of  in- 
Jpc'ximus  'by  king  Edward  III.  in  his  30th  year. 

In  the  1 1 ft  year  of  the  fame  reign,  upon  a war- 
ranto, tlie  prior  of  Rochefter  claimed,  that  he  and  his 
predeceflbrs  had  in  the  parilh  of  Denton,  among 
otliers,  view  of  frank  pledge,  and  all  matters  belong- 
ing to  It,  from  the  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man 
laid  not,  and  that  thefe  liberties  had  been  ufed  with- 
out interruption,  all  which  were  allowed  him  by  the 
jury,  Sic.  that  as  to  pleas  of  the  crown,  a market,  fair, 
gallows,  amerciaments  of  his  own  and  his  tenants, 
wrecks  at  fea,  chattels  of  condemned  and  fugitive  per- 
Tons  in  the  above  parifhes,  he  had  not,  nor  did  he 
claim  them  j but  as  to  free  warren,  he  claimed  it  by 
grant  of  king  Henry  I.  but  the  jury  found  that  neither 
he  nor  his  predecelTors  had  ufed  the  faid  warren  in  any 
of  them,  therefore  it  was  adjudged  that  thele  pariflies 
ftiOLild  remain  without  that  liberty.  In  the  15th  year 
of  king  Edward  I.  the  manor  of  Denton  was  taxed  at 
61.  13s.  yearly  value.'' 

On  the  dilkftution  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  in  the 
3 2d  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII.  this  manor 
was,  together  with  the.  other  pofleftions  of  it,  furren- 
dered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  prefently  after,  in 
his  33d  year,  fettled  it,  with  its  appurtenances,  on  his 
new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of  | 
whofe  inheritance  it  continues  at  this  time,  the  prefent 
leftee  of  it  being  Tho.  Barrett,  efq.  of  Lee,  in  Ickham. 
There  has  not  been  any  court  held  for  this  manor  for 
many  years. 

Gilbert  de  T unbridge,  fon  of  Richard,  about  the 
year  1100,  reftored  to  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew,  in 
Rochefter,  their  lands,  which  were  within  his  lowy  of 

“ Reg.  RofF.  p.  62,  108,  III,  1 13,  590,  663. 
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Tunbridge,  viz.  Unpringeberi  near  Burne,  wlilch  be- 
longed to  Frcndelbury  and  Dudichinefdene,  whicli  lay 
at  Denton,  both  manors  belonging  to  them,  to  hold 
the  fame  freely  and  quietly  for  ever. 

This  parifli,  among  others  in  this  neighbourhood, 
was  antlently  contributary  to  the  repair  of  the  ninth 
pier  of  Rochefter  bridge. 

Denton  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefter. 

The  church,  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  was 
but  a fmall  building  of  one  ifle,  with  a chancel  and  bell 
tower.  It  ftood  on  a bank,  clofc  to  the  road  fide ; the 
whole  has  been  fome  time  in  ruins,  though  it  was  not 
fo  in  the  Kilburns  time,  in  the  middle  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury ; foon  after  which,  fervice  being  difcontinued  in 
it,  the  materials  were  taken  down  and  fold,  or  other- 
wife  difpofedof.  The  outfide  walls,  for  the  moft  parr, 
yet  remain,  having  the  buildings  of  the  adjoining  farm 
yard  built  up  againft  the  north  fide  of  it.  On  the  fourh 
eaft  human  bones  have  at  times  been  dug  up  where 
the  cemitery  was,  now  part  of  the  farm-yard. 

Although  the  church  of  Denton  was  given  with  the 
manor,  by  biftiop  Gundulph,  to  the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drew, yet  bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill  refumed  the  pof- 
felTion  of  it,  and  reunited  it  to  the  fee  of  Rochefter,  as 
has  been  already  mentioned.  It  antiently  paid  nine- 
pence  chrifmrentto  the  mother  church  of  the  diocefe, 
as  one  of  the  churches  within  it,  though  in  the  time  of 
king  Edward  II.  it  feems  to  have  been  efteemed  only 
as  a chapel,  for  bifhop  Thomas  de  Woldham,  by  his 
I will,  in  1316,  being  the  lOth  year  of  that  reign,  be- 
■;  queathed  eight  marcs  to  the  poor  of  the  chapel  of 
I Denton;  and  there  is  no  mention  of  it  in  the  king’s 
I books,  perhaps  as  being  at  that  time  only  efteemed  as 
, a curacy. 

By  an  antient  valuation,  among  the  regifters  of  the 
I bilhop  of  Rochefter,  of  the  churches,  &c.  ‘belonging 
to  that  lee,  this  of  Dentone  was  valued  at  fix  marcs. 

On 
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On  the  aboHlhingof  deans  and  chapters,  after  the  death 
of  king  Charles  I.  a furvey  was  taken,  in  1650,  of  this 
parfonage,  by  order  of  the  ftate,  when  it  was  returned, 
that  Denton  was  a fmall  parifh,  having  but  two  houfes 
in  it,  and  but  one  farm  near  it ; that  it  was  a parfonage 
impropriate,  belonging  to  the  late  bifhop  of  Rochefter, 
worth  twenty-fix  pounds  per  annum.'^  In  which  ftate 
it  remains  at  this  time,  the  parfonage  continuing  part 
of  the  pofTeffions  of  the  bifhopric  of  Rochefter.  Mrs. 

Be  van  is  the  prefent  lefiee  of  it.  It  pays  all  church, 
dues  and  duties  to  that  of  Chalk. 

Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1091,  granted, 
with  the  aflent  of  archbifhop  Anfelm,  to  the  monks  of 
St.  Andrew’s,  that  they  fiiould  have  and  retain  the  tithes 
arifing,  as  well  from  the  food  of  their  cattle  as  from  ! 
their  agriculture,  within  their  manors  fituated  within 
his  diocefe,  viz.  in  Denton  and  in  others,  to  the  ufe  of 
their  refreftory,  which  gift  was  confirmed  by  archbi- 
fhop Theobald,  the  prior  and  convent  of  Canterbury, 
and  by  feveral  fucceeding  bifhops  of  Rochefter;  Henry 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  like  wife  confirmed  the  fame,  and 
further  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  the  fmall  tithes, 
together  with  the  other  tithes  arifing  from  their  manors 
and  demefnes  within  his  diocefe,  and  in  their  other 
manors,  according  to  former  cuftom,  ufed  before  his 
time.  All  which  was  confirmed  by  Richard,  bifhop 
of  Rochefter  in  i 280,  who  at  the  fame  time,  at  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  made  a 
folemn  inquifition,  by  which  it  appeared,  upon  the 
oaths  of  thofe  then  fworn,  among  other  matters,  that 
in  the  manor  of  Denton  the  parifh  church  did  take, 
and  took  of  antient  time,  in  the  name  of  tithe,  the 
30th  fheaf  only  of  every  kind  of  corn,  hut  of  other 
fmall  tithes,  as  well  as  of  the  mills  and  hay  in  this  and 
their  other  manors  therein  mentioned,  the  parifli  church 
did  not,  nor  ever  ufed  to  take  any  thing;  and  he  de- 

* Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 
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creed,  that  this  parini  church  fliould  be  content  with 
the  iaid  30th  ibeaf  of  every  Jdnd  of  corn  only,  and 
that  the  monks  Ihould  have  and  retain  for  ever  all 
other  tithes,  both  great  and  fmall,  by  whatever  names 
they  were  called,  in  all  their  manors  and  places  within 
his  diocefe,  the  tithes  of  (heaves,  &c.  in  each  of  them 
as  particularly  mentioned  in  his  indrument  only  ex- 
cepted. All  which  \vas  confirmed  to  them  (as  well  as 
the  former  grants  of  bifiiops  Walter,  Gilbert,  and 
Henry)  by  John  archbilliop  of  Canterbury,  by  his  let- 
ters of  infpeximuSy  in  1281. 


MERSTON. 

EASTWARD  from  Denton  lies  Merfton,  writ- 
ten in  the  Tcxtus  Roficnfis,  Mcreftiine.  This  place 
takes  its  name  from  its  fituation,  being  flat  and  low, 
where  the  foil  is  naturally  marfiiy,  Jt  is  now  grown 
fo  obfcure  as  hardly  to  be  known  to  any  one  to  have 
been  aparifh. 

The  far  ish  of  Merfton  is  now  efteemed  as  part  of 
the  parifii  of  Shorne,  as  to  its  civil  juri(di61:ion,  though 
as  to  its  ecclefiaftical  date  it  dill  continues  a leparSe 
paridi.  It  has  been  alTelTcd  as  part  of  Shorne,  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  poor  there,  from  the  time  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  the  parilh  books.  It  lies  at 
a fmall  didance  northward  from  the  high  London  road 
at  Gadfhill,  in  the  flat  vale  below  it,  and  contains  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  the  foil  of  which  is 
,very  fertile.  As  early  as  king  Henry  VI.’s  reign  this 
little  parilh  feems  to  have  bten  entirely  deditute  of  in- 
habitants. The  date  of  it,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  lad 
century,  and  even  at  this  time,  for  it  continues  much 
the^  fame,  may  be  feen  from  the  following  delbription 
of  it,  taken  modly  from  the  regiders  of  the  biihops  of 
Rocheder. 


The 
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Theparifli  ofMerfton  contains  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  and  bounds  to  the  pari fli  ofShorne  on 
three  Tides,  and  to  that  of  Higham  on  the  fourth.  The 
place  where  the  churfch  once  flood  is  now  a wood,  con- 
taining four  or  five  acres,  called  Chapel  wood,  belong- 
ing to  Green  farm,  fituated  almofl  in  a dire6l  line  be- 
tween the  churches  of  Shorne  and  Higham,  and  not  far 
weftward  from  Shorne-green.  Within  this  wood  is  a 
deep  ditch  or  intrenchment,  which  Teems  to  have  been 
antiently  a fortification;  it  is  a fquare,  containing  about 
three  acres,  the  Tides  of  which  lie  according  to  the  car- 
dinal points  of  the  compafs ; within  it  are  many  rifings 
and  inequalities,  which  might  perhaps  have  been  the 
foundations  of  buildings.  In  the  eaftern  part  of  it, 
about  fifteen  paces  from  the  ditch,  Teems  to  have  been 
the  fcite  of  the  c hurch.  Tome  ruins  of  which  are  ftill 
remaining,  by  which  it  appears  to  have  been  fifteen 
paces  long  and  feven  broad ; about  ten  rods  fouthward 
from  the  weft  end  of  this  fcite  is  a very  deep  draw  well. 
There  is  now  no  way  or  path  remaining  leading  to  this 
place  but  over  the  ploughed  or  pafture  grounds. 

Merston,  alias  Green  manor,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  III.  was  the  property  of  John  deBanftede,* 
but  in  the  next  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  it  was  come 
into  the  pofleflion  of  Robert  de  Sandlo  Claro,  or  St. 
Clere,  who  held  it  as  one  knight’s  fee  of  Warine  de 
Montchenfie.^ 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  the  manor  of  Merefton 
was  the  eftate  of  Sir  Hugh  Fitzfymond,  who,  in  the 
20th  year  of  that  reign,  paid  refpective  aid  for  it,-  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  which  Robert  de  St.  Clere  held  here  of 
Warine  de  Montchenfie.  After  this  family  was  ex-’ 
tindf  here,  this  manor  came  into  the  name  of  Smith,  in 
which  it  remained  till  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  when  it  was  alienated  to  John  Jor- 

* Book  of  Knights  Fees,  temp.  Henry  HI.  and  Edward  I. 

^ Ibid.  temp.  Edw.  1.  in  the  Remembrancer’s  office,  Excheq. 
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den/  who  conveyed  it  by  fale  to  Anthony  Tultyniam, 
efq.  and  he  ibid  it  in  that  reign  to  George  Brooke, 
lord  Cobham,  whofe  grandfon.  Sir  John  Brooke,  (fe- 
cond  Ion  of  Sir  Henry  Brooke,  alias  Cobham,  fifth 
fon  of  the  above  George  lord  Cobham)  afterwards  be- 
came poflefled  of  it,  and  was,  by  king  Charles  {.  in 
his  2oth  year,  created  baron  of  Cobham,  in  confide- 
ration  of  his  loyalty  and  fufferings.  He  alienated  this 
manor  by  the  name  of  the  manor  of  Green,  alias  Mer- 
fton,  to  James  Stuart,  duke  of  Richmond,  who  died 
poflefied  of  it  in  i6^^,  in  whofe  family  it  continued 
down  to  Charles  duke  of  Richmond,  who  died  pofief- 
fed  of  it  in  1672,  without  ifiue,  leaving  Catherine,  his 
only  filler,  his  next  heir,  who  married'firft  Henry  lord 
Obrien;  and  fecondly  Sir  Jofeph  Williamfon.  Soon 
after  which,  in  1695,  this  among  the  reft  of  the  late 
duke  of  Richmond’s  eftates,  was  fold  to  pay  his  debts, 
and  for  other  purpofes;  at  which  time  this  eftate,  which 
had  loft  even  the  reputation  of  being  a manor,  and  was 
commonly  known  by  the  name  or  Green-farm,  w^as 
purchafed  by  Sir  Jofeph  W illiamfon,  fince  which  it  has 
pafted,  in  the  fame  fucceffion  of  owners,  in  like  man- 
ner as  Cobham-hall,  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  earl  of 
Darnley,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

Thomas  Danye,  of  S home,  by  will  in  1493,  gave  ten  acres 
of  land,  lying  together  in  the  parifli  of  Merllon,  to  truftees,  for 
the  diflribution  of  herrings,  white  and  red,  for  ever  in  Lent. 

Merston  is'  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  dioceje  of  Rochefter,  and  being  tl  pe- 
culiar of  the  archbifiiop,  is  as  fuch  in  the  deanry  of 
Shoreham. 

The  church,  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  Giles,  was 
formerly  efteemed  but  as  a chapel  to  the  church  of 
Shorne,  as  appears  by  the  Textus  Roffenjis, 

^ Mr.  PetytFoedary  of  Kent  his  book.  Philipott,  p.  190. 
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It  has  been  long  in  ruins,  probably  foon  after  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  The  fcite  of  it  is  ftill  vifible, 
and  has  been  already  defcribed  before.  In  the  year 
1455  were  no  inhabitants  remaining  here,  and 

as  it  was  probable  the  church  would  in  future  continue 
without  parifhioners,  and  the  income  of  this  benefice 
being  worth  no  more  than  thirty  (hillings  coihs.  annis, 
which  was  not  a fufhcient  maintenance  for  any  chaplain, 
and  there  having  been  no  parfonage  houfe,  or  manor 
houfe  of  the  patron,  or  any  other  fora  number  of  years 
before,  therefore  John,  then  bifhop  of  Rochefter, 
granted  his  licence  to  John  Hedon,  chaplain,  re6torof 
this  church,  that  he  for  the  future  fhould  not  be  obliged 
to  refide  or  exercife  the  cure  of  fouls  here,  till  parifhi- 
oners fliould  refort  hither  to  dwell,  who  would  mod 
likely  be  willing  and  able  to  provide  a fufficient  main- 
tenance for  him  j and  further,  that  he  might  freely  and 
lawfully  receive,  pofTefs,  and  retain  for  his  maintenance 
any  ecclefiaftical  flipend,  fervice,  or  faiary,  either  for  a 
certain  time,  or  perpetual,  with  cure  or  without.  But 
as  the  church  was  then  Handing,  the  bifhop  injoined, 
that  he,  or  fome  one  for  him,  fhould  celebrate  mafs 
and  other  divine  offices  yearly  in  it,  on  the  feaft  of  St. 
Giles,  confefTor  and  abbot,  in  whofe  honor  it  was  dedi- 
cated, and  in  the  mean  time,  that  he  fhould  caufe  it  to 
be  decently  repaired. 

This  church,  as  a chapel,  antiently  paid  nine-pence 
chrifm-rent  to  the  mother  church  of  the  diocefe*  In 
1650,  the  retdory  of  it  was  valued  at  fourteen  pounds 
per  annum. “ 

It  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at  2I.  13s.  4d.  and 
the  yearly  tenths  at  5s.  4d. 

The  patronage  of  this  reftory  has  been  many  years 
in  the  crown. 


* Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 
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yohn  He  dotty  in  14^^.’* 

Haul  Wyatt,  Aug.  28,  1630,  ob. 

July  31,  i638.<= 

Thomas  Wall,  A.  B.  1638.'^ 
Thomas  Plume,  S.  T.  P. 

Ralph  Brookes,  Feb.  i y29. 

John  Brett,  1767,  the  prefent 
reftor. 

b Reg.  Rof.  p,498.  jure  fpcS)  on  the  death  of  the  laft  in- 

c He  was  aifo  vicar  of  Boxley,  cumbent.  Rym.  FceJ.  vol.  xix.  p.  26?. 
where  he  lies  buried.  He  was  pre-  d Ibid,  vol,  xix.  p.  ir-j. 
fenced  by  the  lord  keeper  (Aegi  fUno 


HIGHAM. 

THE  next  parlfli  northward  from  Merilon  is 
Higham,  which  in  ancient  records  is  varioufly  written 
Hecham,  Hegkam,  and  Heahham. 

It  was  from  the  reign  of  king  Stephen  till  about  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  III.  frequently  called  Lillechurch, 
alias  Higham  ; the  former  of  which  names  it  took  from 
a manor  or  ville  in  this  parifhj  where  a priory  was 
built,  but  in  later  times  it  feems  to  have  been  called  by 
its  former  name  of  Higham  only,  that  of  Lillechurch 
being  entirely  omitted. 

This  parish  is  fituated  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
London  high  road,  nearly  oppofite  to  Shorne;  It  lies, 
low  adjoining  to  the  marlhes,  the  river  Thames  being 
its  northern  boundary,  of  courfe  the  air  is  very  un- 
healthy, and  much  fubje6l  to  intermittents,  a fatality 
which  attends  in  general  all  thofe  parilhes,  which  lie 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  high  London  road  as  far  as 
Canterbury,  and  thence  again  to  the  uplands  of  the  Ifle 
of  Thaneh  Higham  is  about  four  miles  in  extent 
from  north-weft  to  fouth-eaft,  and  but  little  more 
VOL.  III.  I i than 
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than  a mile  In  breadth.  The  furface  Is  flat,  and  the 
foil  in  general  Very  fertile,  excepting  towards  the  eaft- 
ern  part  of  it,  where  it  is  high  ground  and  light  land. 
The  village  and  church  (land  clofe  to,  and  entirely  ex- 
pofed  to  the  marflies,  which  comprehend  nearly  one 
half  of  the  parifli.  The  nunnery,  now  called  the  Ab- 
bey, was  fituated  not  far  from  the  eafl;  end  of  the 
church,  where  the  farm-houfe,  of  which  the  fides  and 
oack  part  are  built  of  ftone,  with  windows  of  a gothic 
orm,  difeovers  marks  of  fome  antiquity,  and  feems  to 
have  been  a part  of  the  abbey,  but  it  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  only  a part  of  fome  of  the  offices,'  there  being  in 
the  field  on  the  fouth  fide  many  appearances  of  foun- 
dations, and  contiguous  to  the  farm-yard  there  re- 
mains fome  part  of  the  thick  ftone  wall  covered  with 
ivy,  being  the  inclofure  of  the  abbey,  and  was  carried 
quite  round  the  yard.  About  a mile  from  the  church, 
near  the  road  to  Cliff,  is  Lillechurch-houfe,  where  the 
priory  or  abbey  of  Higham,  as  it  is  now  called,  is  fup- 
pofed to  have  been  firft  erected ; behind  the  garden  of 
which,  in  a field  called  Church-place,  many  human 
bones  have  been  found.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  parifh, 
in  the  road  from  Frindfbury  to  Cliff,  is  the  eftate  of 
Mockbeggar,  and  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill  fouthward. 
The  manfion  of  Hermitage,  below  which,  in  the  flat 
country,  at  an  'equal  diftance  from  the  church,  is  the 
manor  and  hamlet  of  Higham-ridgeway,  a name 
plainly  derived  from  the  antient  caufeway  through  it, 
leading  towards  the  river.  Plautius,  the  Roman 
general,  under  the  emperor  Claudius,  in  the  year  of 
Chrift,  43,  is  faid 'to  have  paffed  the  river  Thames 
from  Effex  into  Kent,  near  the  mouth  of  it,  with  his 
army,  in  purfuit  of  the  flying  Britons,  who  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  firm  and  fordable  places  of  the  river, 
paffed  it  eafily.^  Thispaffage  is  confidered  to  have  been 

' There  are  two  views  of  thefe  remains  engraved  in  the  Cuf- 
tumale  RofFenfe,  p.  122.  [ Dion.  Caffius,  lib.  9. 
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caufeway,  or  road,  near  thirty  feet  wide,  leading  from 
the  Thames  fide  through  the  marines  by  Higham 
fouthward  to  this  ridgeway  before-mentioned,  and 
thence  acrofs  the  London  high  road  on  Gads-hill  to 
. bhorne  ridgeway,  about  half  a mile  beyond  which  it 
joins  the  Roman  Watling-ftreet-road,  near  the  entrance 
into  Cobham  park. 

In  the  pleas  of  the  crown  in  the  21ft  year  of  king 
Edward  I.  the  priorefs' of  the  nunnery  of  Higham 
was  found  liable  to  maintain  a bridge  and  caufe- 
way  that  led  from  Higham  down  to  the  river 
Thames,  in  order  to  give  the  better  and  eafier  paffage 
to  fuch  as  would  ferry  from  hence  over  into  Ellex. 

This  parilh,  among  others  in  this  neighbourhood, 
was  antiently  bound  to  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the 
ninth  pier  of  Rochefter  bridge,  as  the  manor  of  Okely 
was  to  the  fourth  pier  of  it.*' 

In  queen  Elizabeth’s  reign  there  was  a fort  or  bul- 
wark at  Higham  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Thames, 
under  the  direction  of  a captain,  foldiers,  &c.* 

Higham  was  part  of  the  polTefllons  with  which 
\yilliam  the  Conqueror  enriched  his  half-brother,  Odo, 
bifhop  of  Baieux  and  earl  of  Kent,  under  the  general 
title  of  whofe  lands,  it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book  of 
Domefday,  taken  in  the  year  1080. 

* By  Dr.  Thorpe,  Dr.  Plott,  and  others. 


^ Lamb.  Per.  424,  421,  ' Peck’s  defid.  Cur.  B.  II.  p.  13. 
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T’he  fame  Adam  bolds  Hecham  of  the  hiJJjop  (of 
Baienx) . It  zvas  taxed  at  5 fillings.  The  arable  land 
is  1 2 carncales.  In  demefne  there  are  3 carucateSy  and 
24  villeins^  with  1 2 borderers  having  6 carucates  and 
an  half.  There  are  20  fervants,  and  30  acres  of  mea- 
dow . There  is  a churchy  and  i mill  of  \o  floillings,  and 
n fifhery  of  2)  fJAllings,  and  in  Exefe  pafture  for  200  ihecp. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefbr^  it  zvas  worth 
1 2 pounds,  and  afterwards  6 pounds,  novo  1 5 pounds. 

In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard,  Goduin,  the  fonof  Carli 
and  Toll,  held  this  land  for  two  manors 

Thefe  were  the  two  manors 
church,  which  on  the  difgrace  of  billiop  Oclo,  about 
four  years  afterwards,  were  with  the  reft  of  his  eftates, 
confiscated  to  the  crown,  where  they  remained  till 
king  Stephen,  together  with  Matilda  his  queen,  in  the 
14th  year  of  his  reign,  gave  them  by  the  name  of  the 
manor  of  Lillechurch,  with  its  appurtenances,  under 
which  name  both  manors  feem  then  to  have  been  com- 
prehended, being  part  of  her  inheritance,  with  other 
premifes,  to  William  de  Ipre,  in  exchange  for  the  ma- 
nor of  Faurefltam. 

King  Stephen  afterv/ards  founded  a nunnery,  of 
the  Benedidline  order,  at  Lillechurch  in  Higham,*'  to 
which  his  daughter,  the  princcls  Mary,  as  is  mentioned 
in  a deed,  retired  cum  monialibus  fuis  quas  tanquam  in 
proprietate  fua  recepit.^  She  afterwards  became  abbefs 
of  Rum  fey. 

After  the  death  of  king  Stephen,  William  dc  Ipre 
above  mentioned,  earl  of  Kent,  was,  with  the  reft  of 
the  Flemifh,  of  whom  he  was  principal,  forced  to 
abandon  this  kingdom,  and  their  eftates  were  all  feized, 
by  which  this  manor  came  again  to  the  crown  ; but  in 
the  6th  year  of  king  John,  the  nuns  gave  the  king 
one  hundred  pounds  for  his  grant  of  the  manor  of  Lille- 


^ Tanner  fays,  in  the  year  1151.  Monaft.  p.  214. 

* Willis's  Mitred  Abbies,  vol.  ii.  Additions,  p.  13. 
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cherchc;  after  which,  king  Henry  IH.  in  his  nth 
year,  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Mary 
of  SiiJpice,  in  Bourges,  and  to  the  priorefs  and  nuns 
of  LiJiecherche,  that  manor,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms, 
with  all  its  appurtenances,  and  all  liberties  and  free 
cuftoms  belonging  to  it,  by  which  it  fliould  feem  that 
this  houfe  had  then  Ibme  dependence  on  that  abbey ; 
and  he  further  granted  to  the  priorefs  and  nuns,  to  have 
one  fair  at  Lillecherche  for  three  days  yearly,  on  the 
day  of  St.  Michael,  and  two  days  afterwards;  and  that 
they  fliould  poffefs  them,  and  in  like  manner  as  the 
grant,  which  they  had  of  his  father,  king  John,  plainly 
teftified."' 

King  Henry,  in  his  50th  year,  granted  to  the  priorefs 
and  nuns  of  Lillechurch  an  exemption  from  the  fuit 
they  were  yearly  ufed  to  make  at  his  court  of  the  honor 
of  Boloigne,  at  St.  Martin  the  Great  in  London,  for 
their  demefne  lands  in  the  manor  of  Lillecherche. 
King  Edward  I.  in  his  i6th  year,  confirmed  the  above 
fair  to  the  priorefs  and  nuns  there.  . 

This  monaftery  was  fubjeft  to  the  vifitation  of  the 
bifhops  of  Rochefler;  and  accordingly  Hamode FJeth, 
bifhop  of  Rochefler,  in  1320,  vifited  it,  and  profefi'ed 
eight  nuns  here;  as  he  did  again  in  1328,  when  he 
buried  Joane  de  Hadloe,  priorefs  of  this  houfe,  and  he 
afterwards  confirmed  Maud  de  Colceftre  priorefs  in 
her  place,  at  Greenwich.  At  what  time  this  priory 
w'as  removed  from  Lillechurch,  where  it  was  certainly 
firfl  built,  to  where  the  ruins  are  flillvifible,  near  the  pre- 
fent  church  of  Hicham,  is  no  w'here  mentioned,  nor  is 
there  any  clue  leading  to  difeover  it.  That  it  was  fo 
thofe  ruins,  as  well  as  the  change  of  the  name  of  it, 
are  convincing  proofs ; nor  is  there  any  thing  further 
worth  mentioning  relating  to  it  till  king  Plenty  VH.’s 
reign,  at  which  time  the  manors  of  Higham  and  Lil- 
lecherche, with  their  lands  and  appurtenances,  conti- 

• Dugd.  Man.  vol.  i.  p.  528.  Rot.  Cart,  ejusann,  No.  8. 
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nued  in  the  poflenion  of  the  priorefs;  in  the  17th  year 
of  which  reign,  this  houfe  was  become  almofl  deferted, 
for  it  appeared  then,  on  the  eledion  of  a priorefs,  that 
there  were  only  a fub-priorefs  and  two  nuns  belonging 
to  it,  though  there  had  been  in  former  times  fixteen 
belonging  to  it.  Soon  after  which,  in  1 548,  Marga- 
ret, countefs  of  Richmond  and  Derby,  having  begun 
the  foundation  of  St.  John’s  college,  in  Cambridge, 
died,  and  left  her  executors  to  carry  on  the  defign  ; 
one  of  thefe  was  John  Fifher,  bifhop  of  Rochefter, 
who  being  himfelf  a learned  man,  and  greatly  anxious 
for  the  increafe  of  learning,  obtained  licence  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  to  diflblve  this  monaftery  with  that  of 
Bromhall,  in  Berkihire,  that  the  lands  and  revenues  of 
them  might  be  annexed  towards  the  better  fupport  and 
maintenance  of  the  above  college."  Accordingly, 
about  the  year  1521,  thefe  nunneries  were  diffolved,® 
and,  with  their  revenues,  were  furrendered  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown;  three  years  after  which,  the  matter 
and  fellows  of  that  college  obtained,  at  the  inftance  of 
bifhop  Fifher,  of  the  king  and  pope  Clement  VII.  thefe 
priories,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  be  transferred 
and  confirmed  for  ever  to  their  college,P  where  the  in- 
heritance of  the  fcite  of  this  priory,  or  abbey  as  it  is 
now  called,  the  manor  and  church  of  Higham,  with 
the  manor  of  Lillichurch,  and  the  reft  of  the  lands  and 
revenues  belonging  to  it  here  and  elfewhere,  continue 
at  this  time.  The  leafe  of  thefe  manors,  with  the  fcite 
of  the  abbey,  and  the  lands  in  this  parilh  belonging  to  it, 
werefome  yeaisago  purchafed  by  Mr.  Rich.  Hornfby, 
of  Horton  Kirkby  in  this  county,  of  Mr.  Tho.  Peake. 


” Fidde’s  Life  of  Wolfey,  p.  312.  Tan.  Mon.  p.  215,  Patent 
20  Edw.  Ill,  p.  I.  m.  29,  vel.  30,  pro  ten.  in  Higham.  Patent  50 
Edw.  III.  p.  2.  m.  19,  pro  ten.  in  Shorne.  Patent  16  Richard  II. 
p.  i.m.  32,  pro  terris  in  Heyham. 

“ According  to  Willis,  this  houfe  was  diflblved  0£l.  i,  1522, 
Mitred  Abbies,  vol.  ii.  Additions,  p.  14. 

P The  inftiument  bears  date  May  19,  1523.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  418. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Hornfby  died  poflefi'ed  of  it  within  thefe  few 
years,  fince  which  his  intereft  in  this  eftate  has  been 
fold  to  Mr.  Thomas  Williams  and  Mr.  Thomas  Smith, 
gent,  of  Dartford,  the  former  of  whom  fold  it  to  Mr. 
John  Prebble,  who  is  the  prefent  leflee  of  them. 

PRIORESSES  OF  HICHAM. 

Mary,  daughter  of  king  Stephen,  firft  priorefs.** 

Alicia,  1 feveral  charters. 

JOANE,  i 

Acelina,  anno  50  king  Henry  III.'' 

Ampheucia,  anno  16  king  Edward  I. 

Matilda,  fucceeded  anno  17  king  Edward  I. 

Joane  de  Hadloe,  obt.  anno  3 king  Edward  III.* 

Maud  dk  Colcestre,  chofen  in  her  room.' 

Elizabeth,  or  Isabel,  anno  18  and  31  king  Edward  III 

Cecilia,  anno  38and  52  of  the  fame  reign. 

Joane  de  Cobeham,  anno  15  and  18  of  king  Richard  II 

Joane  Soane,  fucceeded  anno  19  of  the  fame  reign. 

Alice  Feck  ham,  anno  7 king  Henry  V. 

Isabel,  anno  25  king  Henry  VI. 

Elizabeta  Bradforth,  refig.  anno  1 7 king  Henry 'VIE" 

Agnes  Swaine,  fucceeded." 

Margaret  Hilderden,  anno  4 king  Henry  VIII. 

Anchoret  Ungothorpe,  alias  Owglethorpe,  anno  6 
king  Henry  VIII.  She  died  Jan.  31,  anno  12  of  the  fame 
reign,  after  which  there  was  not  another  priorefs  elected. 

Great  and  Little  Okely  are  two  reputed  ma- 
nors in  this  parifli,  which  derive  their  name  from  ac, 
or  ake^  an  oak,  and  ley,  a field,  in  Saxon,  Adea,  a 
place  in  which  there  is  plenty  of  oaks.  In  the  reign 
of  king  John,  John  le  Brim  held  half  a knight’s  fee  in 
Acle,  of  William  de  Clovile,  as  he  did  of  Warine  de 
Montchenfie.* 


‘I  This  lift  is  moftly  taken  from  Willis’s  Mit.  Abb.  Add.  p.  14. 
■■  Dugdale’s  Mon.  voli.  p.  529- 

* Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol,  i.  p.  3^9*  * Ibid. 

“ Reg.  RofF.  p.  414.  At  which  time  Agnes  Water  was  fub- 

^ The  conven  at  this  time  confifted  of  two  nuns,  of  whom 
this  Agnes  was  one,  and  a fub  -priorefs. 

* Book  of  Knights  Fees,  in  the  Exchequer. 
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In  the  7th  year  of  Edward  I.  both  thefe  eflates 
were  in  the  pofleffion  of  William  de  St.  Clere/  the 
former  being  held,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  of  Warine 
de  Montchenfie,  as  of  his  manor  of  Swanefcombe ; 
and  the  latter,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  of  the  bilhop  of 
Rochefter.  Soon  after  which  thefe  eflates  were  pofv 
fefled  by  two  different  branches  of  this  family:  Great 
Okeley  defcended  to  Nicholas  de  St.  Clere,  from 
whom  it  paffed  to  Walter  Neile,  who,  as  well  as  his 
defendants,  were  leffees  to  the  abbey  of  Higham,  for 
great  part  of  their  poffeffions  in  this  parilh.  One  of 
his  defendants,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII. 
alienated  it  to  John  Sedley,  efq.  of  Southfleet,  in  this 
county,  one  of  the  auditors  of  the  exchequer  to  that 
prince,  whofe  defendant.  Sir  Charles  Sedley,""  bart. 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  paffed  away  this  ma- 
nor by  fale  to  Mr.  Shales,  of  Portfmouth,  who  not 
long  afterwards  fold  it  to  Peter  Burrell,  efq.  of  Beck- 
enham, in  this  county,  whofe  defendant  the  Right 
Hon.  Peter  lord  Gwydir  is  the  prefent  poffeffor  of  it. 

Little  Okeley  manor  defended  from  William 
de  St.  Clere,  who  poffeffed  it,  as  has  been  before- 
mentioned,  in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  to  Ni- 
cholas de  Clere,  and  from  him  to  John  de  St.  Clere, 
who  paid  refpedfive  aid  for  it  in  the  20th  year  of 
king  Edward  III.  at  making  the  Black  Prince  a 
knight,  as  half  a knight’s  fee,  held  of  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter.  From  this  family  it  paffed,  after  fome  in* 
termiffiun,  to  that  of  Cholmeley;  one  of  whom.  Sir 
Roger  Chc.lmeley,  of  London,  died  poffeffed  of  this 
manor,  and  left  it  to  one  of  his  daughters  and  co- 
heirs, among  other  premifes.  She  married  Mr.  Beck- 
with, by  whom  flie  had  one  fon,  Roger,  and  two 
daughters,  Elizabeth  and  Frances,  She  afterwards 
married  Chriflopher  Kenne,  efq.  of  Kenne,  in  Somer- 
ftfhire,  who  was  poffeffed  of  it  in  her  right,  anno  22 

^ Rot.  de  Inqulf.  de  Feed.  Milt,  anno  7 Edward  I. 

,*  See  iTiore  of  this  family,  under  Aylesford  and  Southfleet. 
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queen  Elizabeth;  and  then,,  having  levied  a fine  of 
it,  fold  it  to  Thompfon  ; and  he,  in  the  reign  of  kin.T 
Qiarles  I.  alienated  it  to  Beft,  who  pafied  it  away  by 
fale  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  bart.  from  w'hom  it  went 
the  fame  way  to  Farnham  Alderfey,  one  of  whofe  de- 
fcendants  fold  it  to  Mr.  Wm.  Gates,  gent,  of  Rochef- 
ter,  on  whofe  death,  in  1768,  it  came  to  his  fon  of 
the  fame  name,  and  his  eldeft  fon,  Mr.  George  Gates, 
attorney  at  law  and  town  clerk  of  Rocheft er,  died  pofief* 
fed  of  it//),  in  1 792,  and  his  fifters  are  now  entitled  to  it. 

There  are  no  courts  held  for  either  Great  or  Little 
Okeley  manors. 

The  Hermitage  is  a pleafant  feat  in  this  pariih, 
fituated  at  almoft  the  fouth-eaft  extremity  of  it,  about 
a mile  northward  from  the  London  road  to  Dover. 
It  (lands  on  a hill,  and  commands  a mofl  extenfivc 
profpea  both  of  the  Medway  and  Thames,  the 
Channel  below  the  Nore,  and  a vaft  trail  of  country 
both  in  Kent  and  Eflcx. 

This  feat  was  new  built  by  Sir  Francis  Head,  bart, 
who  inclofed  a park  round  it  (fince  difparked)  and 
greatly  improved  the  adjoining  grounds.  He  refided 
here,  and  died  poflelTed  of  it,  with  the  manor  of  Hig- 
ham Ridgway,  and  other  eftates  in  this  pariih,  in 
1768,  and  was  buried  in  a vault  in  Higham  church. 
He  was  defcended  from  Richard  Head,  of  Rochefccr, 
who  by  Anne,  daughter  of  William  Hartridge,  of 
Cranbrooke,  in  this  county,  had  ifllie  four  fons;  of 
whom  Richard,  the  lecond,  was  advanced  to  the  dig- 
nity of  a baronet,  on  June  19,  1676.  He  had  three 
wives,  firfl,  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  coheir  of  Francis 
Merrick,  alderman  of  Rochefler,  by  whom  he  had 
three  fons;  Francis,  of  whom  hereafter;  Henry,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Summers,  efq. 
and  Merrick,  D.  D.  who  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Dixon,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Rochefler, 
by  whom  he  left  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to 
Theophilus  Delangle  ; Dr.  H^ad  was  redlor  of  Ley- 
borne  and  Ulcombe,  in  this  county, and  died  in  1 686, 

and 
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and  lies  buried  in  Leyborne  church — And  alfo  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth,  married  to  Sir  Robert  Faunce, 
of  Maidftone,  in  this  county.  Secondly,  Elizabeth, 
daughter  and  coheir  of  Mr.  Willey,  of  Wrotham,  by 
whom  he  had  one  Ton,  Henry,  who  married  the  daugh- 
ter and  coheir  of  John  Dawes,  merchant,  of  London, 
by  whom  he  had  Dawes  Flead,  anceffor  of  the  prefent 
baronet,  now  in  Virginia;  and  alfo  two  daughters, 
Jane,  firft  married  to  Herbert  Price,  efq.  and  after- 
wards to  John  Boys,  efq.  of  Hode;  and  Frances,  firft 
married  to  Thomas  Poley,  efq.  and  afterwards  to 
Adam  Lawry,  of  Rochefter.  Thirdly,  Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  William  Kingfley,  D.  D.  archdeacon  of  Can- 
terbury, and  reli(ft  of  John  Boys,  efq.  by  w'hom  he 
liad  no  iffue. 

Sir  Richard  Head  above  mentioned,  ferved  feveral 
times  in  parliament  for  the  city  of  Rochefter.  He 
died  in  1689,  and  lies  buried  in  Rochefter  cathedral, 
having  been  a good  benefadior  to  the  poor  of  St.  Ni- 
cholas’s parifh,  in  that  city. 

Francis  Head,  efq.  barrifter  at  law,  eldeft  fon  of 
Sir  Richard,  married  Sarah,  only  daughter  of  Sir  Geo. 
Ent,  of  London,  M.  D.  who  afterwards  married  Sir 
Paul  Barrett,  by  whom  he  had  fix  children.  He  died 
in  his  father’s  life  time,  in  1678,  and  was  buried  in 
the  chancel  of  St.  Margaret’s  chucrh,  Rochefter;  and 
by  his  will  gave  his  houfe,  pleafantly  fituated  in  St. 
Margaret’s,  to  that  fee,  for  the  refidence  of  the  bifhop 
and  his  fucceflbrs.  Only  two  of  his  children  furvived 
him,  viz.  Sarah,  married  to  John  Lynch,  efq.  of 
Groves ; and  a fon,  Francis,  who  fucceeded  his  grand- 
father in  titles  and  eftate,  and  refided  at  Canterbury. 
He  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheir  of  James 
Smithbye,  efq.-  by  whom  he  had  fix  fons  and  three 
daughters;  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Mildred’s 
church,  in  Canterbury,  in  1716.  Of  the  above  chil- 
dren, only  four  Tons  and  one  daughter  furvived  him, 
viz.  Sir  Richard,  his  fucceftfor,  who  died  unmarried, 

in 
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in  iy2ij  Sii  fr&ncis,  oF  wlioiii  licrcciFtcrj  Jtimss 
Head,  efej.  barnfter  at  law,  who  died  unmarried  in 
• 1727,  and  was  buried  at  Ickham,  in  this  county;  and 
Sir  John  Head,  bart.  who  was  D.D.  and  prebendary 
and  archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and  fucceeded  his 
brother.  Sir  Francis,  but  died  in  1769,  without  fur- 
viving  iffue,  though  he  was  twice  married  ; firft,  lo 
Jane,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Leigh,’  by 
whom  he  had  feveral  children,  who  all  died  before 
him;  fecondly,  in  1751,  Jane,  After  of  Wm.  Geekie, 
D.  D.  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  who  furvived  him, 
but  by  whom  he  had  no  iftue. 

Anne,  the  furviving  daughter  of  Sir  Francis  Head, 
married  William  Egerton,  LL.D.  prebendary  of  Can- 
terbury, and  grandlon  of  the  earl  of  Bridgewater. 

Sir  Francis  Head,  bart.  the  fon,  fucceeded  his  bro- 
ther Richard  in  title  and  in  this  eftate,  and  havino- 
new  built  the  feat,  refided  here,  as  above  mentioned. 

The  arms  borne  by  the  family  of  Head  were,  Ur- 
gent ^ a chevron  ermines^  between  three  unicorns  heads, 
couped  fabled 

Sir  Francis  laft  mentioned,  married  Mary,  daughter 
and  foie  heir  of  Sir  William  Boys,  M.D.  (by  Anne  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Paul  Barrett,  lergeant  at  law, 
who  married  the  widow  of  Francis  Head,  efq.  the 
eldeft  fon  of  the  firft  baronet)  by  whom  he  had  three 
daughters  and  coheirs ; Mary  Wilhelmina,  married  in 
1753,  Hon.  Harry  Roper,  eldeft  fon  of  Henry 

lord  Teynham,  and  died,/./),  in  1758  ; Anne  Ga- 
briel, married  firft  to  Mofes  Mendez,  el'q.  by  whom 
fhe  had  two  fons,  Francis  and  James,  who  both  took 
the  name  of  Head,  and  will  be  hereafter  noticed  ; and 
a daughter,  who  became  a nun  profefled  in  France; 
and  fecondly,  in  1760,  to  the  Flon.  John  Roper, 
next  brother  to  Harry  Roper  above  mentioned,  by 
whom  fhe  had  no  iftue,  and  died  in  1771;  and  Eliza- 

* Collins’s  Baronetage,  edit.  1741,  vol.  iv.  p.  498,  etfeq. 
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beth  Campbell,  married  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  LID,  of  Ire- 
land, fince  deceafed,  by  whom  Die  had  one  Ton,  Fran- 
cis, and  three  daughters. 

On  the  death  of  Sir  Francis,  this  feat,  with  the  ma- 
nor of  Higham,  Ridgway,  and  other  eftates  in  this 
parilh,  devolved,  by  lettlement,  to  his  widow,  lady 
Head,  who  died  in  1792,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
vault  with  her  late  hufband ; and  this  feat,  and  the 
manor  and  eftates  above  mentioned,  defcended  by 
fettlement,  one  fourth  part  to  the  widow  of  Francis 
Head,  efq.  (daughter  of  Mr.  Egerton)  re-married  to 
colonel  Andrew  Cowell,  of  the  Guards,  as  guardian 
to  her  only  daughter  by  Mr.  Head  ; another  fourth 
part  to  James  Roper  Head,  efq.  his  younger  brother, 
wdio  married  Mifs  Burgefs,  and  now  refides  at  the 
Hermitage  ; and  the  remaining  half  part,  or  moiety, 
to  Elizabeth  Campbell,  the  widow  of  Dr.  Lill ; in 
which  divifions  the  property  of  thefe  eftates  remain 
vefted  at  this  time. 

Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  VI.  was  poflefled  of  an  eftate,  called  the 
Brookes,  being  marfti  lands,  with  other  lands  in 
Higham  ; all  which,  in  the  4th  year  of  that  reign, 
he  conveyed  to  the  king.  This  eftate  afterwards 
came  into  the  polfeffion  of  the  Stuarts,  dukes  of 
Richmond,  from  whom  it  is  now  come,  in  like  man- 
ner as  Cobham  hall,  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  earl  of 
Darnley,  the  prefent  pofieftbr  of  it. 

CHARITIES. 

Tins  PARISH  of  Higham  has  a right  of  nomination  to  one 
■place  in  the  New  College  of  Cobham,  for  one  poor  perfon,  in- 
habitant of  this  parifli,  to  be  chofen  and  prefented  fo,  and  by 
fuch  as  the  ordinances  of  the  college  have  power  to  prefent  and 
eledt  for  this  parifli ; and  if  the  parifli  of  Hailing  make  default  in 
their  turn,  then  the  benefit  of  eleftion  devolves  on  this  parifli. 

Thomas  Shave  gave  by  will,  in  1655,  two  dozen  of  bread 
to  the  poor  of  this  parifli,  to  be  difpofed  of  every  Sunday ; for 
which  purpofe  he  fettled  the  Sun-houfe,  with  the  yard,  and  three 
acres  and  three  roods  of  land,  now  vefted  in  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens,  feoffees  in  truft,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  7I. 

Higham 
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Higham  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochefler.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  confifts  of  two  ifles 
and  two  chancels,  with  a fiat  tower,  having  two  bells. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it  are  the  follow- 
ing; In  the  chancel,  a ftone  with  a bend  voided  between  fix  elcal- 
iops  for  William  Inglett,  B.  D.  vicar  of  this  parifii,  ob.  Jan.  4, 
1659  ; another,  with  a chevron  between  three  leaves  flipped,  for 
Mr.  Richard  Pearfon,  forty-tour  years  vicar  here,  obt.  Ap.  14, 
1710;  under  an  arch,  in  the  fouth  M'all,  an  altar  monument  for 
Anne,  wife  of  Samuel  Cordwell,  and  daughter  of  Richard  Ma- 
chan,  efq.  obt.  1642.  In  the  north  chancel,  hy  the  north 'wzW,  on 
an  altar  monument,  a brafs  plate,  having  three  cups  covered, 
impaling  on  a chevron  three  birds  heads  erafed,  for  Elizabeth  Bo- 
rder, obt.  1615,  wife  of  Win.  Boteler,  efq.  of  Rochefler,  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Crayford,  leaving  two  fons  and  two  daughters, 
Henry,  Thomas,  Anne,  and  Elizabeth  ; another  like  for  Robert 
Hylton,  late  yeoman  of  the  Guards  to  king  Henry  VIII.  obt. 
1529.  A memorial  for  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Robert  Parker,  of 
Shinglewell,  who  left  two  fons,  Richard  and  Robert,  ob.  1670.'’ 

The  church,  with  its  appurtenances,  once  belonged 
to  the  Benedidiine  abbey  of  St.  John,  in  Colchefter, 
and  was  granted  at  the  inflance  of  queen  Matilda, 
wife  of  king  Stephen  (that  king  and  his  fon,  earl  Eu- 
ftace,  confirming  it)  by  Hugh,  abbot,  and  the  con- 
vent of  that  abbey,  to  the  convent  of  the  nuns  of 
Lillechirche,  in  exchangd  for  land,  of  one  hundred 
fliillings  value,  at  Eaft  Doniland,  in  Effex.'^  Not- 
withftanding  which  great  difputes  afterwards  arofe  be- 
tween them  concerning  this  church,  which  was  fettled 
by  agreement  in  the  beginning  of  Edward  II. ’s  reign, 
when  Walter,  abbot  of  Colchefter,  and  his  convent, 
gave  up  to  the  nuns  all  their  right  and  title  to  it.  In 
confideration  of  which  they  granted  to  the  abbot  and 
convent  certain  land  in  Lillecherche,  belonging  to 
this  church,  of  the  yearly  value  of  thirty  ftiillings ; 
and  if  the  land,  called  Bluntelbale,  fhould  be  made 
over  to  them  by  the  nuns,  on  the  fame  terms  as  the 

Seethe  monum.  and  infcrip..at  large,  in  Reg.  RofF.  p.  746. 

Dugd.  Mon.  vol,  iii.  p.  885.  Reg.  Rolf.  p.  475. 

above 
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above  land  was  granted  to  them,  then  they  agreed  to 
reftore  the  lands  of  thirty  Ihillings  value  to  the  nuns, 
and  to  receive  the  lands  of  BlunteOiale  in  exchange 
for  it  of  them,  which  was  then  confirmed  by  Gilbert, 

bilhop  of  London,  and  S abbot  of  St.  Alban’s,  , 

and  the  abbot  of  Colchefter  above  mentioned  and  his 
convent,  having,  for  the  purpofe  of  this  exchange,  , 
refigned  this  church  into  the  hands  ot  Walter,  bifhop  ' 
of  Rochefter,  and  quitted  all  kind  of  claim  to  it,  he 
granted  and  gave  the  fame  in  alms  to  Mary,  daughter 
of  king  Stephen,  and  her  nuns  at  Lillechurch,  with 
all  its  appurtenances,  in  as  ample  and  full  a manner 
as  any  of  their  predeceffors  ever  poffefled  it ; and  at 
the  fame  time,  with  the  confent  and  good  will  of 
Amfelice,  then  priorefs  here,  endowed  the  vicarage  | 
of  this  church  as  follows:  viz.  that  the  chaplain  mi- 
niftering  in  it  fliould  have  all  obventions  of  the  altar, 
excepting  twenty-four  candles,  which  the  nuns  fliould 
receive  on  the  day  of  the  purification  of  the  BlefTed 
Virgin,  of  the  better  ones  made  on  that  day  j and  ail  . 
legacies,  made  as  well  to  himfelf  as  to  the  church, 
except  it  was  a Iiorfe,  ox,  or  cow,  which  the  priorefs 
and  nuns  fliould  take  j and  that  he  fhould  have  all 
imall  tithes  arifing  from  the  parifh,  excepting  thofe 
from  the  demefnes  of  the  nuns,  and  from  the  food  of 
their  cattle,  and  except  the  tithe  of  wool  arifing  from 
the  parifh ; and  that  he  fhould  have  yearly  fix  feams 
of  corn  from  the  nuns,  viz.  two  of  wheat,  two  of  bar- 
ley, and  tw'o  of  oats  j of  which,  two  fliould  be  paid 
to  him  at  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael,  two  at  the  Nati- 
vity, and  two  at  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  and  forage  and 
herbage  for  one  horfe ; and  that  he  fliould  fuftain  the 
burthen  of  clerks  neceflary  to  adminifter  in  the 
church,  of  whom  one  fhould  dailv  be  prefent  at  the 
greater  mafs  before  the  faid  nuns ; that  the  priorefs 
fliould  pay  the  fynodals,  and  fuftain  the  other  epifeo- 
pal  burthens,  faving,  neverthelefs,  in  all  matters  epif- 
copal,  the  right  to  the  bifliopj  all  which  was  con- 
firmed by  him. 
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The  priorefs  and  convent,  in  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
\vard  III.  having  begun  the  repair  of  this  church,  pope 
Alexander  IV.  m his  4th  year,  anno  1357,  granted 
an  indulgence  of  forty  days  remiffion  of  penance  to 
all  who  Ihould  contribute  to  it,  by  his  bull  for  that 
purpofe,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  tor  five  years. 

This  church  remained  with  the  nunnery  till  the 
dillolution  of  it,  about  the  year  1521,  when  it  was, 
with  the  other  polleflions  of  it,  furrendered  into  the 
hands  of  king  Henry  VIII.  three  years  after  which, 
the  priory  and  church,  together  with  all  the  rents  and 
revenues  belonging  to  them,  were  granted  by  the 
king,  with  the  pope’s  confent,  to  the  mafter  and  fel- 
lows of  St.  John’s  college,  in  Cambridge;  the  church, 
with  Its  appurtenances,  to  be  held  by  them  in  like 
manner  as  it  was  held  before  by  the  priorefs  and  con- 
vent,  and  paying  yearly  to  the  biQiop  of  Rochefter, 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  13s.  4d.  as  an  annual  penfion;  and 
to  the  archdeacon  and  his  fucceflbrs,  7s,  6d.  yearly 
for  ever,  as  had  been  accuftomed ; and  on  the  vacancy 
of  the  fee  of  Rochefter,  to  the  archbifliop  and  his 
fuccelTors,  four  fhillings  for  procurations,  &c.  and  alfo 
out  of  the  revenues  of  the  priory  twelve  pence  yearly 
on  Michaelmas  day,  in  the  priory,  to  the  poor  people 
dwelling  and  being  there  for  ever.  The  inftrument 
of  the  commiffary  of  the  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  for  the 
above  union  and  appropriation  of  the  priory  and 
church  of  Higham,  ter  the  mafter  and  fellows  of  St. 
John’s  college,  Cambridge,**  is  dated  in  1523;  and 
with  them  the  inheritance  of  the  appropriation  and 
advowfon  of  the  vicarage  of  the  church  of  Higham 
continues  at  this  time. 

The  yearly  rent  paid  by  the  leflTee  of  this  parfonage 
to  the  mafter  and  fellows  of  St.  John’s,  is  5I.  6s.  8d. 
in  money,  fix  quarters  of  wheat,  three  quarters  of 
malt,  and  fix  couple  of  capons. 

t Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  885.  Reg.  Roff.  p.  418.  Ecfl.Thel.  385. 
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About  the  time  of  the  reftoiation  of  king  Charles  IL 
colonel  Goodyer  was  leffee  of  it,  and  he  fold  his  in- 
tereft  in  it  to  one  Page,  who  alienated  it  to  Richard 
Pcarlbn,  A.  M.  vicar  of  this  parifl],  who  poffeffed  the 
leafe  of  it  for  forty  years,  and  died  in  1710,  and  de 
viled  his  term  in  it  to  his  nephew,  John  Pearfon,  who 
by  his  will  devifed  it  to  his  executors,  Richard  Pear- 
fon and  John  Till,  of  EiTex,  who,  in  1738,  for  one 
thoufand  pounds,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Tho.  Harris,  gent, 
of  Sutton-at-PIone.  He  died  poffeffed  of  it  in  1769, 
and  by  his  will  devifed  his  intereft  in  the  term  of  this 
parfonage  to  Stephen  Dilly,  yeoman,  whofe  widow  is 
the  prefent  leffee  of  it. 

The  vicaiage  of  Higham  is  valued  in  the  king’s 
books  at  81.  los.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  17s.  In 
the  5'ear  1650,  this  vicarage  was  valued  at  60I.  per  an- 
num.' The  vicar  receives  all  tithes  arifing  within 
this  parilh,  excepting  corn. 

There  are  certain  lands  in  Higham,  in  Okeley- 
farm,  of  which  the  impropriator  of  the  parl'onage  takes 
but  half  the  tithes  (the  other  half  being  part  of  the 
portion  of  tithes  belonging  to  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  Rochcfter,  of  which  a further  account  will  be  given) 
ITefe  lands  are  now  called  dominical  lands,  and  are 
thus  dei'cribed  : 

The  orchard,  below  the  houfe,  five  acres;  Barm 
field,  eight  acres;  Downefield,  eleven  acres;  Cook- 
field,  eighteen  acres;  in  the  whole,  forty-two  acres. 
The  impropriator  takes  the  whole  tithes  of  all  the 
reft  of  Okeley  farm,  as  well  as  of  the  reft  of  the  pa- 
rifh,  excepting  one  field,  called  the  Homeftal,  which 
belongs  to  the  vicar,  and  is  compounded  for  at  three 
pounds  and  Ibme  fliillings  yearly. 

The  portion  of  tithes  above  mentioned  was  part 
of  the  antient  pofteffions  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter. 
William  de  Cloeville  gave  for  ever  two  parts  of  his 

* Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 
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t^ithe  of  Acle,  now  Okeley,  to -the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drews, Rochefter,  in  confideration  of  their  having 
made  his  fon  a monk  there;  which  gift  he  made  with 
the  confent  of  Gosfrid  Talbot,  chief  lord  of  the  fee  ' 
Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  confecrated 
m 1077,  confirmed  this  donation,  as  did  feveral  of  the 
fucceeding  bifhops  of  Rochefter,  and  others.^  On  the 
diftolution  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  VIII.  this  portion  of  tithes  was,  together 
' with  the  reft  of  the  poflefllons  of  that  monaftery,  fur- 
rendered  into  the  kings  hands  in  the  32d  year  of  his 
reign;  who  prefently  after,  in  his  33d  year,  fettled  it, 
by  his  dotation  charter,  on  his  new  founded  dean  and 
chapter  of  Rochefter,  part  of  whole  inheritance  it  con- 
tinues at  this  time. 

It  appears  by  the  furvey  of  this  portion  of  tithes, 
called  Okeley  portion^  taken  by  order  of  the  ftate  in 
1650,  on  the  diftolution  of  deans  and  chapters,  &c. 
that  the  fame  was  then  valued  at  ten  pounds  per  ann. 
improved  rent,  and  was  let,  anno  6 queen  Elizabeth, 
by  the  dean  and  chapter,  to  John  Sedley,  elq.  for 
ninety  nine  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  13s.  4d.'’  Peter 
Burrell,  efq.  of  Beckenham,  died  pofielfed  of  the  leafe 
of  thefe  tithes  this  year,  1775,  and  his  defeendant,  the 
Right  Hon.  lord  Gwydir,  is  the  prefent  leftee  of  them. 
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Majler  and  Fellows  of  St,  Johii’s  7 Henry  Bearblocke,  A.  M.  about 
college^  Cambridge j 1630.' 


William  Ihgletl^  B.  D.  obt.  Jan. 
14,  1659." 
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PATRONS,  &C. 

Majler  and  Felloivs  of  St.  John's 
college.^  Cambridge 


w See  account  of  him,  Blog.  Brit, 
vol.  vi.  p.  nif. 


VICARS. 

George  Smithy  ob.  Ap.  1 7,  1 725.™ 
Henry  Foche,  B.  D.  inil.  May  1 5, 
I 725,  ob.  1732. 
MiehaelNickins^  A.  M.  inft.  Ap. 
!<;,  1732. 

Major  Nour/e^  obt.  1759‘ 

Mcafe. 

JohiYoude.,  1771,0b.  1796. 
Richard  Hargraves^  A.  M.  1796. 
Prelent  vicar." 

n Mafter  of  Rivhigton  free  fchool, 
in  Lancalhire. 


CLIFF  NEAR  ROCFIESTER. 

NORTH-EASTWARD  from  Higham  lies  Cliff,  . 
called  in  antient  records,  Clive.,  and  fometimes  Bi- 
' /hop's  Clive.  ' It  is  likewife  called  Cliff  at  Hoo,  from 
■ its  nearnefs  to  that  hundred,  and  Cliff  near  Rochefter 
and  Gravefend,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  parifli  of 
Cliff  near  Dover.  This  parifli,  as  well  as  that  near 
Dover,  are  both  frequently  ftiled  Weft  Cliff;  the  for- 
mer as  being  fituated  weftward  of  the  latter  ; and  the 
latter,  as  being  fituated  weftward  of  St.  Margaret  at 
CliffV  the  adjoining  parifli  eaftward  from  it. 

This  place  takes  it  name  from  the  cliff  or  rock  on 
which  it  ftands.  It  is  by  many  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  place  called,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons,  Cloveflioe, 
where  feveral  councils  were  held  by  the  Britifli  bi- 
ihops,  of  which  a further  account  will  be  given. 

This  parish  is  very  extenflve,  being  from  north 
to  fouth  about  five  miles,  of  which  near  three  is  marlli 
land,  reaching  to  the  Thames,  which  is  its  northern 
boundary,  and  incircles  the  whole  level,  winding  round 
it  in  the  form  of  a crefeent.  The  fituadon  of  it  is  plea- 
fant,  but  exceedingly  unhealthy,  owing  to  its  nearnefs 
and  expofure  to  fo  great  a quantity  of  marfli  land.  The 
upland  lies  high,  though  moftly  a level  furface;  the 
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foil  dry  and  fertile,  being  a loamy  mould,  efpecially 
in  the  common  uninclofed  field,  which  comprehends 
the  middle  part  of  the  parifli,  and  contains  upwards  of 
two  thoufind  acres  of  arable  land,  though  adjoining  to 
it,  near  Cowling,  the  foil  becomes  very  wet,  clayey, 
and  poor,  and  much  covered  with  bufhes  and  thick 
hedge  rows;  fouthward  of  the  common  field,  on  the 
road  to  Rochefter,  the  land  rifes  to  the  hilly  country, 
a poor  clayey  foil  likewife,  where  is  the  manor  of 
Mortimers,  at  the  fouthern  boundary  of  this  parifli. 

The  village  of  ClifFe,  called  Church-ftreet,  is  fitua- 
ted  at  the  northern  edge  of  the  upland,  on  the  chalk 
clifFe,  hanging  over  the  adjoining  level  of  marfhes, 
having  the  church  within  it  (a  conlpicuous  obje6t  to 
the  river  and  neighbouring  county).  Adjoining  to  the 
church  yard  is  a capital  mefiuage  and  eftate,  called 
Courtfoky  for  many  generations  the  property  of  the 
Ropers,  fome  of  whom  appear  occafionally  to  have 
refided  here;  and  it  continued  in  that  name  till  Chrif- 
topher  Roper,  lord  Teynham,  in  1645,  alienated  it  to 
Sir  Edward  Monins,  bart.  of  Walderfliere,  whofe  bro- 
ther, Sir  Thomas,  by  his  will,  in  1676,  gave  it  to  dame 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  as  fhe  did  in  like  manner,  in  1705, 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Short,  who  had  married  Elizabeth, 
her  niece;  and  he,  in  1721,  conveyed  it  by  fale  to 
Mr.  Jofeph  Halted,  of  Chatham,"  whole  grandfon, 
Edward  Halted,  of  Canterbury,  afterwards  inherited 
it,  but  it  is  now  in  the  polFelfion  of  Mr.  Tho.  Wil- 
liams, gent,  of  Horton,  in  this  county. 

This  village  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  much 
larger  than  it  is  at  prefent,  great  part  of  it  was  burnt 
down  by  a cafual  fire,  which  happened  here  in  1520, 
about  the  time  that  the  emperor  Charles  came  into  this 
realm,  to  vifit  king  Henry  VIII.  which  dilaller  it  never 
recovered but  leems  daily  growing  into  further  ruin 
and  poverty,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  lelFening 

® See  Eafling.  ^ Lambarde’s  Perambulation,  p.  538. 
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yearly,  and  feveral  of  the  houfes,  for  want  of  them, 
lying  in  ruins.  A fair  is  held  in  it,  on  St.  Pelagius’s 
clay,  October  19. 

There  is  another  village,  not  far  diltant,  called  from 
its  fituation,  Weft-ftreet,  about  half  a mile  from  which 
is  the  parfonage  houfe,  a manfion  fit  for  the  incumbents 
of  fo  rich  a benefice,  though  feldom  occupied  by  them. 
In  the  marfhes,  whicli  are  called  Cliffi  level,  and  are 
under  the  direction  of  the  commiffion  of  fewers  held  at 
Rochefter,  there  is  a common  mead,  which  is  jointly 
flocked  by  the  owners  of  eflates  here,  according  to  the 
property  they  are  intitled  to  in  it. 

This  is  in  general  fuppofcd  to  be  the  place  men- 
tioned under  the  name  of  Cloveflio,  i.  e.  Cliff  at  Hoo, 
where  feveral  councils  of  the  Britifh  bifhops  have  been 
formerly  heldj  though  fome,  among  which  are  Cam- 
den, Baxter,  &c.  and  indeed  Mr.  Somner  inclines  this 
way,  have  thought  this  Clovefho  to  mean  Abingdon, 
in  Berkfhire,  antiently  written  Sheovefham,  corruptly 
for  Cleovefham,  and  urge,  befides  the  fimilitude  of  the 
name,  the  conveniency  of  its  fituation  for  the  members 
who  attended  thefe  councils,  that  place  being  in  the 
middle  of  the  ifland,  and  in  the  kindom  of  Mercia; 
whereas  Cliff  was  fituated  in  a bye  corner  of  Kent,  and 
inconvenient  on  that  account  to  mod  who  had  bufi* 
nefs  at  it  but,  as  Dr.  Plot  well  obferves,  it  is  no 
wonder  the  kings  of  Mercia  called  councils  in  Kent, 
which  at  that  time  they  had  wholly  conquered  ; Cuth- 
red,  king  of  Kent,  in  796,  not  being  able  to  give  a 
fmall  piece  of  land  to  Chrift  church,  without  the  leave 
of  Cenulf,  king  of  Mercia.*^ 

In  a national  fynod,  affembled  at  Hertford,  in  the 
year  673,  at  which  Theodore,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury prefided,  it  was  determined  that  a council  fhould 
be  held  yearly  at  Cloveflio.  Whether  they  were  held 
there  fo  often  is  not  known ; however,  the  following 

^ Camden,  p.  i6i,  224..  ''  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  i.  p.  ig. 
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are  the  only  ones  that  hare  been  tranfmitled  to  us— 
, .Z'*'?:  * sreat  council  was  held  there,  at  which  jEthcI- 
bald,  king  of  Mercia,  prcfided.  Cuthbert,  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  reft  of  the  biftrops  fitting  likevvi?e 

747- a farnous  council  was  held  there  under  arch- 
biAop  of  Cuthbert  there  being  prefent,  bef.des  the 
brihops,  priefts,  and  many  other  ecclefiaftics,  iEthel- 
bald  king  of  Mercia,  with  his  princes  and  great  men. 

biliop'^th^lTrd.""  ' 

? provincial  council  was  held  there  by  Ce- 
n If,  king  of  Mercia,  and  Athelard,  archbifliop  ofCan- 
all  the  bilhops  of  the  province,  the  great  men, 
there  ' <^ignity,  being  alTemblecl 

K-i''  council  was  held  there  by  Athelard,  qrch- 

bilhop  of  Canterbury,  with  twelve  other  bilhops,  where- 
in the  fee  ot  Canterbury,  according  to  the  precept  of 
pope  Leo  III.  was  reftored  to  its  priftine  right 
In  S22  a fynodal  council  was  held  in  that  noted 

of  Mercia,  and 

L u-n  of  Canterbury,  prefiding  in  it,  all 

t^  bilhops,  abbots,  and  nobles,  of  whatever  dio-nity 
they  were,  being  prefent  at  it,  in  which,  among  other 
things,  the  injuries  done  to  the  church  of  Canterbury 
by  Ceolnulf,  king  of  Mercia,  were  treated  of,  and  fc- 
veral  lands  reftored  to  it. 

In  824  or  825/  a fynodal  council  was  held  in  that 
famous  place,  which  was  called  at  Clofelhoum,  Beor- 
nulf,  king  of  Mercia,  and  archbilhop  Wlfred,  pre- 
fiding at  it,  with  the  bifliops,  abbots,  and  all  the  princes 
of  the  Mercians  fitting  in  it. 

King  Richard  II.  in  his  ift  year,  diredled  his  writs 
to  the  IheriftsofKentand  Eftex,  commanding  them  to 

' ilkins’s  Councils,  vol.  i.  p.  86,  et  feq. 

* Some  fuppole  there  was  a council  held  Uierein  each  of  thofe 
jeais.  See  Wilkins,  ibid,  and  MSS.  Cotton  library,  Aug.  73. 
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erefb  beacons  on  each  fide  of  the  river  Thames,  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other,  that  by  the  firing  of  them,  notice 
might  be  given  of  any  hidden  attempt  of  the  enemy; 
in  confequence  of  which  one  beacon  was  erefted  here 
at  Cliff,  an  another  at  Tilbury,  in  Effcx,  among  other 
places  along  the  banks  of  the  river." 

This  parifh  was  antiently  bound  to  contribute, 
among  other  places  in  this  neighbourhood,  to  the  re- 
pair of  the  ninth  pier  of  Rochcfter  bridge. 

The  manor  of  Cliff,  with  its  appurtenances,  was 
given  to  the  priory  of  Chrift  church,  in  Canterbury,  in 
the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarch}^,  and  its  poffeflions 
were  afterwards  increafed  here  by  king  Offa,  who,  in 
the  year  791,  gave  Dunmalingdene,  and  by  queen 
Ediva,  who  in  the  year  860,  gave  Oifterland,  and  by 
other  benefadtors  to  it."  All  which  remained,  as  par- 
cel of  the  poffeffions  of  the  priory,  at  the  confecration 
of  archbifhop  Lanfranc,  in  the  4th  year  of  the  Conque- 
ror’s reign,  who,  in  the  divifion  which  he  made  of  the 
revenues  of  his  church/  allotted  the  manors  of  Cliff, 
Mallingden,  and  Bury-court,  with  their  appendages,  in 
this  parifh,  for  their  fubfiftence,  cloathing,  and  other 
neceffary  iifes,  to  the  monks  of  Chrift  church ; but 
the  premifes,  called  Priors-hall,  Herfing,  Eaft  marfti, 
Bifhop’s-marfh,  and  others,  he  retained,  as  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  for  the  ufe  of  him- 
felf  and  his  fucceffors. 

Thefe  pofleffions  above  mentioned,  belonging  to  the 
priory,  are  thus  entered  in  the  general  furvey  of  Domef- 
day,  under  the  title  of  7erra  Monachorum  Archiepiy  in 
which  the  archbifhop  himfelf  is  faid  to  hold  them,  but 
this  is  the  ufiial  ftyle  of  all  the  poflfeffions  of  the  priory 
deferibed  in  this  record. 

“ Rym.  Feed.  vol.  vii.  p,  156.  Lamb.  Peramb.  p.  424. 

Among  the  MSS.  in  the  Cotton  library,  is  a charter  of  king 
.^thelred,  in  loci,  by  which  he  gives  Terra  Clofiaeto  this  priory. 

See  vol.  ii.  p.  98. 
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The  archbifhop  himfelf  holds  Clive.  It  zvas  taxed  for 
three  fu  lings  and  a half.  The  arable  land  is  fix  carucates. 

In  demefne  there  is  one  carucate  and  a half,  and  20  viT 
kins,  u'ith  1 8 borderers,  having  five  carucates  and  an 
half  There  is  a church  and  two  fervants  ; 36  acres  of 
meadow  -,  zvood  of  11  pence  value.  In  the  time  of  king 
Edward  the  Confeffor,  the  zvhole  manor  was  worth  fix 
pounds,  and  afterward  feven  pounds,  and  now  1 6 pounds. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Henry  III.  the  poflefTions 
of  the  priory  of  Chrift  church  in  Cliff  and  Grean  were 
valued  at  nine  pounds  King  Edward  II.  in  his  loth 
year,  granted  to  the  priory  of  Chrift  church  free  war- 
ren in  all  their  demefne  lands  that  they  poffefTed  in  the 
time  of  his  grandfather,  and  that  they  had  purchafed- 
in  this  parifli,  among  others  therein  mentioned.^  In 
an  antient  valuation,  the  temporalities  of  the  priory  in 
in  this  parilE  were  eftimated  at  one  hundred  and  thirty 
pounds  per  annum.  It  appears  by  the  Textus  Rof- 
fenfis,  there  was  once  a chapel  at  this  manor  of  Weft- 
cliff. 

Thefe  manors  and  premifes  continued  part  of  the 
poffeffions  of  the  priory  of  Chrift  church  till  the  diffo- 
lution  of  it  in  the  3 ift  year  of  king  Elenry  VIII.  when 
it  was  furrendered  into  the  king's  hands,  together  with 
the  lands  and  revenues  belonging  to  it ; all  which  were 
confirmed  to  the  king  and  his  heirs  by  the  general 
words  of  the  a6t,  paffed  that  year  for  this  purpofe. 

King  Henry  VIII.  in  his  jzd  year,  granted  to  Sir 
George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  the  manors  of  Weft 
Cliff  and  Bury-court,  with  the  lands  and  appurtenances 
belonging  to  them  ; the  marfii  grounds,,  called  Great 
Herfing  marfh,  Shepherd’s-hope,  South  marfh,  and 
Tuckney’s,  in  thisparifh,  together  with  other  premifes 
in  Stoke,  to  hold  in  capite  by  knights -fervice,  atth? 
yearly  rent  of  yl.  13^*  8id.  which  was  granted  by  the 
king  in  his  37th  year,  to  the  lord  Cobham  j to  Ayhom 

2'  Reg.  RofF.  Chrift  church,  Cant.  Cart.  134.  Tan.  Mon.  p.201, 
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king  Edward  VI.  in  his  2d  year,  granted  the  marfhes 
called  Burye  marfh,  alias  Patriche  marfh,  Crawledge ' 
marfli,  and  Haverwick  marfli,  and  others  in  the  pa- 
rifhes  of  Weft  Cliffe  and  Stoke,  to  hold  hi  capite  by 
knights  fervice  j and  among  the  Harleian  manufcripts 
there  is  part  of  an  old  roll,  containing  a furvey  of  the 
marlh  in  Kent,  with  pidtures  of  the  manor  houfes  of 
Cliff,  Couling,  Halftow,  St.  Mary’s,  and  Allhallows, 
belonging  to  the  lord  Cobham  or  Sir  Thomas  Wy- 
att. His  grandlon,  Henry  lord  Cobham,  being  at-  ' 
tainted  of  treafon  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  1.  his 
eftates  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  were  con-r 
firmed  to  it  by  an  a(ft  paffed  in  the  3d  5^ear  of  that\  j 
reign;  notwithftanding  which  the  manor  of  Weft 
Cliff,  and  premifes  above  mentioned,  excepting  Burye- 
court,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  hereafter, 
whether  by  a family  entail  or  otherwife,  I have  not 
found,  went  into  the  poffeftion  of  Sir  John  Brooke, 
(fecond  fon  of  Sir  Henry  Brooke,  alias  Cobham)  fifth 
fon  of  the  above  mentioned  lord  Cobham,  who  was, 
anno  20  king  Charles  I.  in  confideration  of  his  loyal- 
ty and  fufferings,  created  baron  of  Cobham,  to  him 
and  his  heirs  male.  He  alienated  all  his  eftates  in 
this  parifh,  containing,  with  the  falts,  upwards  of 
fourteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  with  others  in  this 
neighbourhood,  to  James  duke  of  Richmond,  who 
died  poffeffed  of  them  in  1655  ; fince  which  they  have 
defcended,  in  like  manner  as  Cobham-hall,  in  the 
fame  line  of  ownerfhip,  down  to  the  Right  Hon.  John 
earl  of  Darnley,  the  prefent  owner  of  them. 

A court  leet  and  court  baron  is  held  for  this  manor. 

The  MANOR  of  Burye-court,  now  called  Ber- 
ry COURT,  on  the  attainder  of  Henry  lord  Cobham, 
came  to  the  crown  as  before  mentioned ; Toon  after 
which  the  reverfion  of  it,  after  the  death  of  the  lady 
Frances,  his  widow,  was  granted  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil, 
earl  of  Salifbury  (fon  of  that  eminent  ftatefman, 
William  lord  Burleigh ) who  was  afterwards  lord  trea- 

furer 
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furer  of  England,  knight  of  the  Garter,  and  chancel, 
umverfity  of  Cambridge,  and  had  married 
Elizabeth,  fifter  of  Henry  lord  Cobham  above  men, 
tioned.  He  paired  away  this  manor,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, to  Bernard  Hyde,  efq.  of  London,  in  whofe 
deicendants  it  continued  many  generations,  and  till 
It  was  fold  to  Harvey,  whole  fon,  Samuel  Clay  Har- 
vey,  efq.  died  polTeired  of  it  in  1791  ; whole  heirs 
and  alTigns  are  at  this  time  entitled  to  the  polieflion 
01  this  eftate. 

The  manor  of  Mallingden,  now  called  Mol- 
land  and  Dean  Fee,  on  the  diliblution  of  the 
• Hiory  of  Chrill  church,  in  the  3 2d  year  of  kina 
Henry  VIII.  came  into  the  hands  of  that  king,  as  ha? 
been  mentioned  before,  where  it  continued  till  queen 
Elizabeth  granted  it  to  William  Ewens,^  who  quickly 
afterwards  alienated  it  to  Brown,  from  whom  it  pallt4 
in  like  manner  to  Sompner,  who  fold  it  to  Hills,  whence 
after  fome  intermilTion  it  was  conveyed  by  fale  to 
Blackford,  of  Holnicote,  in  Somerfetfhire,  Henrietta 
Blackford,  of  that  place,  fpinfter,  died  an  infant,  in 
1733,  pollefled,  among  other  premifes  in  other  coun, 
ties,  of  one  fourth  part  of  this  manor,  and  other  lands 
in  Cliff  and  Higham,  which  then  came  to  her  co, 
heirs,  Elizabeth  Dyke,  of  Dulverton,  in  Somerfet- 
fhire, widow,  and  Elizabeth  her  daughter,  an  infant, 
as  coparceners  in  fee  limple ; after  which  Elizabeth 
Dyke,  the  mother,  conveyed  thofe  premifes  in  So- 
merfet  and  Devonlhire,  to  her  fon  Edw'ard  Dyke,  and 
*735>  procured  an  a6l  of  parliament  for  an  ex- 
change of  lands  in  Somerfet  and  Devonlhire,  for  others 
in  Oxfordfliireand  Kent,  among  the  latter  of  which 
was  this  manor,  and  to  fettle  them  to  the  fame  ufes; 
by  which  means  he  became  poflefTed  of  the  entire  fee 
ef  this  manor,  in  which  he  himfelf  had  fonif  fliare 

? Grant  of  arms  to  Ewens,  by  Robert  Copke,  elareneieux,  in 
1587.  Harl.  MSS.  No.  1069-37. 
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before.  He  died  without  ifTue,  and  Elizabeth  his 
niece,  daughter  and  heir  of  Thomas  Dyke,  efq.  of 
Tetton  became  his  heir,  then  married  to  Sir  Thomas 
Ackland,  bart.  who  in  her  right  became  poifetred  of 
it.  This  family  was  originally  of  Lankey,  near  Barn- 
flaple,  in  Devonlhirc,  and  took  its  name  from  their 
feat  in  it,  called  Accalan,  or  Aclan,  in  allufion  to 
which  they  bore,  in  early  times,  on  their  feals,  Three' 
oak  leaves  on  a bend,  between  two  Hons  rampant.  They 
antiently  wrote  their  name,  De  Accalan,  and  after- 
wards Akelane,  and  Aciand,  John  Ackland,  efq  was 
of  Columb  John,  in  the  parilh  of  Broad  Clift,  near 
Exeter,  and  was,  by  king  Charles  I.  for  his  emi- 
nent fervices  in  the  royal  caufe,  made  a baronet;  but 
the  letters  patent  were  deftroyed  in  the  confufion  of 
thole  times,  and  there  being  a long  minority  in  the 
family  after  the  Reftoration,  new  letters  of  exempli- 
fication of  the  former  ones  were  not  granted  till  1677; 
but  there  was  a fpecial  claufe  in  them  of  precedency 
from  the  date  of  the  firft.  His  diredt  defeendant  was 
Sir  Thomas  Ackland,  bart.  of  Columb  John  above 
mentioned.  They  bear  for  their  arms,  ^tarterly,  ift 
and  4th,  argent,  on  a bend  fable,  three  lions  heads  erafed 
argent,  crowned  or.^  He  died  in  I7i^3,  leaving  two 
fons,  John  Dyke  Aciand,  efq.  of  Pixton,  in  Somerfet- 
Ihire;  and  Thomas,  the  latter  of  whom  at  length  af- 
terwards fucceeded  to  the  title  and  to  this  eftate,  of 
which  he  died  poffeffed  in  1794;  fince  which  it  has 
been  fold  to  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

This  is  a fmall  manor  ; the  court  baron  for  it  is 
held  under  a tree,  there  being  no  manor  houfe  re- 
maining. 

O ^ ^ ^ 

Prior’s-hall,  with  other  premifes,  which  arch- 
bidiop  Lanfranc  retained  in  this  parifh,  as  part  of  the 
revenues  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  as  has  been  already 

* Collins’s  Baronetage,  vol.  ii.  p.  407.  Kimber’s  Baronetage, 
vol.  i.  p.  519,  ct  feq. 
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mentioned,  remained  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  archbi- 
Ihops  till  Hubert,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  in  the 
year  119;;,  anno  7 Richard  I.  with  the  king’s  confent, 
and  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  churches  of  Can- 
terbury and  Rochefter,  exchanged,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  a Iheepcote  in  Clive,  which  was  called  Eftmers, 
with  two  hundred  and  twenty  Iheep,  and  certain  land 
in  Clive,  belonging  to  it,  and  certain  tenants  in  this 
parilli,  with  the  lands  which  they  held,  and  the  rents, 
Services,  and  cuttoms,  without  any  refervation  to  the 
archbilhop  and  his  fucccflbrs,  for  the  manor  of  Lam- 
beth, &c.  with  the  monks  of  St.  Andrew’s,  in  Ro- 
chefter, to  the  ufe  of  their  refedtory,  in  like  manner 
as  they  before  had  the  manor  of  Lambeth,  faving  to 
the  bifliop  ot  Rochefter  all  epifcopal  right,'  &c.  which 
exchange  was  confirmed  that  year  by  king  Richard  1. 
and  afterwards  by  king  John,  in  his  firft  and  fecond 
years. 

The  priory  of  St.  Andrew’s  continued  in  pofleftion 
of  thefe  premifes  and  the  manor  belonging  to  them, 
called  Prior’s -hall,  till  the  time  of  its  difiblution, 
which  happened  in  the  year  of  king  Henry  VIIL 
w'hen  it  was,  with  all  the  rents  and  revenues  belong- 
ing to  it,  furreridered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  foon 
afterwards,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year, 
fettled  the  manor  of  Prior’s-hall  on  his  new  founded 
dean  and  chapter  of  P ochefter,  with  whom  the  inhe- 
ritance of  it  now  remains. 

William  Gates,  gent,  of  Rochefter,  died  pofieflcd 
of  the  leafe  of  thele  premifes  in  1768,  the  term  of 
which  became  vefted  in  his  executors.  It  is  now  in 
the  poflelTion  of  James  Roper  Head,  efq. 

The  OTHER  PART  OF  THIS  PARISH,  not  belong- 
ing to  the  archbifhop  or  church  of  Canterbury,  was 
among  thole  pofieflions  w'ith  which  William  the  Con- 
queror enriched  his  half  brother  Odo,  the  great  bi- 

« Dugdale’s  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  844.' 
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fliop  of  Baieux,  under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands 
it  is  thus  entered  in  the  book,  of  Domefday: 

Ermilf  de  Hefding  holds  Clive  of  the  bi/Jjop  (of 
Baieux).  It  was  taxed  for  half  a fdi>tg.  ^he  arable 
land  is In  demefne  half  a carucatCy  and  two  vil- 

leins y and  I o acres  of  meadoWy  and  pafure  for  i oo floeep. 
In  the  time  of  king  Edivard  the  Confejfary  and  after- 
war dsy  it  zvas  worth  30  fhilUngt. 

On  the  difgrace  of  bilbop  Odo,  about  four  years 
afterwards,  his  elfates  were  confifcated  to  the  crown, 
and  among  them  this  of  Cliff,  which  confifted  of  the 
manors  now  called  Cardan’s  and  Mortimer’s,  with 
lands,  called  Drap’s,  Ballard’s,  Mortimer’s,  South- 
would,  Northope,  and  divers  others  in  the  fouth-eaft 
part  of  this  parilh. 

The  MANOR  of  Cardon’s,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  1.  was  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  heirs  of  Robert 
Cardon,  Robert  le  Ram,  and  Alice  Salamon.  In 
the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  John  Cardon  and 
others  held  it  of  the  manor  of  Horton  Kirkby,  as  the 
fourth  part  of  one  knight’s  fee,  for  which  they  paid  re- 
fpedtive  aid,  at  the  making  the  Black  Prince  a knight. 
Robert  le  Ram  above  mentioned  died  in  the  36th 
year  of  that  reign  poffeffed  of  his  part  of  this  eftate  ; 
Joane,  the  wife  of  John  Ram,  moft  probably  one  of 
his  defendants,  lies  buried  in  this  church,  under  a 
grave  done,  with  her  memorial  in  French,  cut  in 
large  capitals  of  a very  antient  form,  round  the  verge 
of  it. 

In  the  1 6th  year  of  king  Edward  IV.  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  and  was  that  year  granted  to  the 
Carthufian  monaftery,  commonly  called  the  Charter- 
houfe,  in  Weft  Smithfield,  London  ; on  the  fuppref- 
fion  of  which,  in  the  29th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
it  came  to  the  crown,  and  w^as  confirmed  to  the  king 
by  the  a6t  of  the  3 iff  of  that  reign.  In  which  year 
the  king  granted  to  Thomas  Gibbons,  citizen  and 
vintner  of  London,  the  manor  of  Cardon’s,  a tenement 

called 
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called  Ballard’s,  and  another  called  Mortimer’s,  and 
all  other  lands  in  Cliff  and  Higham,  late  belonging  to 
the  above  monaftery, . to  hold  in  capite  by  knight’s 
fervice  ; before  the  end  of  which  year  he  had  the 
king’s  licence  to  alienate  this  manor,  with  Ballard's 
and  Drap’s,  with  their  appurtenances  in  Cliff,  with 
other  premiles,  to  Oliver  Leder.  How  long  the  ma- 
nor of  Cardon’s  continued  in  the  name  of  Leder  1 do 
not  find;  but  about  the  year  1725  it  was  fold  to  the 
tiean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  in  whom  the  inheri- 
tance of  it  continues  at  this  time,  the  prefent  leflee 
being  Mr.  John  Knight. 

The  MANOR  of  Mortimer’s,  now  vulgarly  cal- 
led Blue  Gates,  is  fituated  at  the  fouthern  extre- 
mity of  this  parifli,  in  the  high  road  from  Cliff  to 
Rochefter,  and  was  antiently  in  the  pofTeffion  of  a 
younger  branch  of  the  great  family  of  Mortimer,  who 
in  after  times  fettled  their  name  on  it. 

Hugh  de  Mortimer  was  poflefled  of  this  eftate  in 
the  I ft  year  of  king  Edward  III.  and  had  the  grant 
of  a fair  to  his  manor  here.  In  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  1.  John  Mortimer  and  Guncelin  de  Clyve 
were  in  poffcfiion  of  it ; and  in  the  20th  year  of  that 
reign,  John,  fon  of  John  Mortimer,  and  Robert  le 
Ram,  paid  refpedtive  aid  for  it,  as  half  a knight’s  fee, 
which -the  before  mentioned  John  and  Guncelin  held 
at  Shabrok  in  Clyve. 

John  Moitimer  reflded  at  Mortimer’s  in  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  III.  in  the  iith  year  of  which  he 
was  fummoned  to  provide  an  hobleer,  or  light  horfe- 
man,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  coaft  about  Genlade  in 
Hoo.  After  the  family  of  Mortimer  had  left  the 
pofTeffion  of  this  place,  that  of  Englefeild,  of  Berk- 
fhire,  fucceeded  to  it ; a noble  family,  as  Philipott 
calls  it,  reputed  to  be  of  Saxon  extradion,  and  de- 
fended from  Hafculfus  de  Inglefeild,'  who  lived  at 

* Piiilipett,  p.  126.  From  an  old  roll  of  this  family.  ■ 
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the  latter  end  of  king  Canute’s  reign.  His  dire£b 
defcendant.  Sir  Thomas  Englesfeild,  fpeaker  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  chief  juftice  of  Chefter,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Henry  VII.  who  bore  for  his  arms, 
Barry  of  fix.,  gules  and  argent,  on  a chief  or,  a lion  paf-  ^ 
fant  argent,^  alienated  this  manor  about  the  latter 
end  of  that  reign  to  John  Sedley,  efq.  auditor  of  the  \ 
exchequer  to  that  prince,  whofe  defcendant  fold  it  to 
Wentworth  ; and  Richard  lord  Wentworth,  in  the 
2d  and  3d  year  of  Philip  and  Mary,  conveyed  it  by  ’ 
fale  to  Mr.  Thomas  Polley,  and  his  great  grandfon,  ^ 
Geo.  Polley,  efq.  pafled  it  away  to  Rob.  Lee,  gent,  of 
Chatham,  whofe  fon,  William  Lee,  efq.  was  furveyor 
of  the  navy  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  Pie  was 
twice  married,  firfl  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel 
. Pett,  efq.  and  fecondly  to  Catherine,  daughter  of 
William  Johnfon,  efq.  by  neither  of  whom  he  had 
iffue.  He  died  in  1757,  much  advanced  in  years,' 
and  by  his  will  gave  this  eftate  to  his  kinfwoman,  , 
Mrs.  Ward,  of  Chatham,  for  her  life,  with  remainder 
to  her  brother,  rear  admiral  Henry  Ward,  efq.  both 
of  whom  poflelPed  it,  and  on  the  death  of  the  latter,  • 
about  the  year  1768,  it  came  to  his  fon,  Edward  ^ 
Vernon  Ward,  efq.  who  is  the  prefent  owner  of  it.  i 

CHARITIES.  ' I 

The  parish  of  Cliff  has  a right  of  nomination  to  one  place  | 
in  the  New  College  of  Cobham,  for  one  poor  pferfon,  inhabitant  . ' 
of  this  parifli,  to  be  chofen  and  prefented  fo,  and  by  fiichas  the  1 

ordinances  of  the  college  have  power  to  prefent  and  elecl  for  this  ^ 
parifli;  and  if  the  parifli  of  Hoo  makes  default  in  elefting  in  J 

their  turn,  then  the  benefit  of  fuch  election  devolves  to  this  parifli.  ' 

' Richard  Cox,  in  161 1,  gave  by  will  to  the  pooreft  perfons  1 
a tenement  in  the  occupation  of  Richard  Edmunds,  now  of  the  * 
annual  produce  of  il. 

Dr.  Wilson,  in  1614,  gave  to  the  pooreft  and  eldeft  widower 
and  widow,  40s.  each,  and  to  the  poor  of  the  parifli,  40s.  yearly, 
to  be  paid  out'  of  three  pieces  of  land,  in  the  occupation  of  Wm. 

- Slaughter,  and  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  61. 

4 Kinibtr’s  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  125.  « See  Darent,  vol.  li.  p.  168. 

Thomas 


J 


CLIFF  NEAR  ROCHESTER.  511 

Thomas  Gale,  la  1620,  gave  by  will  to  the  fame  a tene- 
ment, in  tile  occupation  of  William  Halfpenny,  now  of  the  an- 
nual produft  of  i os. 

Bonh  A M Faunce,  in  1652,  gave  by  will  to  the  poor  a piece 
/of  land,  in  the  fame  occupation,  of  the  like  annual  produce. 

George  Perrit,  in  1661,  gave  by  will  to  the  pooreft  per- 
fons  of  this  parifli  a piece  of  land,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs. 
Smith,  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  2I. 

Robert  Parker,  in  1678,  gave  by  will  to  the  poor,  the  fum 
of  ,-l.  now  of  the  annual  produce  of  6s. 

John  Browne,  late  of  this  parifli,  yeoman,  in  1679,  gave  a 
tenement,  lying  in  Church-ffreet,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Browne, 
and  another,  with  its  appurtenances,  in  Southwood-borough,  for 
the  education  and  teaching  of  twelve  poor  children  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  parifli  for  ever.  And  he  ordered,  that  his  executor 
and  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  fliould  elecft  and  choofe 
a poor  man  or  woman,  being  capable  to  teach,  and  alfo  the  chil- 
dren to  be  taught,  &c.  The  maffcr  or  dame  to  keep  the  premifes 
in  good  repair. 

Cliff  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  of  Rochefter,  and  being  a peculiar 
of  the  archbidiop  of  Canterbury,  is  as  fuch  within  the 
deanry  of  Shoreham.  The  church  is  dedicated  to  St. 
Helen.  It  (lands  at  the  north-weft  fide  of  Church- 
ftreet,  and  is  a large  handfome  building,  equal  to  moft 
other  churches  in  this  county.  It  confifts  of  two 
fide  files,  a nave,  and  a chancel,  all  lofty  and  fpa- 
cious ; the  roof  is  covered  with  lead,  and  the  walls 
embattled;  at  the  weft  end  is  a good  tower,  in  which 
is  a clock,  and  a ring  of  fix  bells.  In  the  chancel 
there  are  remains  of  good  painted  glafs,  and  on  the 
roof  the  arms  of  archbilliop  Arundel.  Here  are  like- 
wife  fix  ftalls,  for  the  ufe  of  the  monks  of  Chrift 
church  and  others  of  the  clergy,  when  they  attended 
divine  fervice  in  this  church.  Such  ftalls  are  fre- 
quently obferved  in  the  chancels  of  churches  where 
the  large  monafteries  had  eftates,  being  placed  there 
for  the  above  ufe,  for  f'/tmerly  the  clergy  and  laity 
fat  apart,  the  former  in  the  chancel,  and  the  latter 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  church,  in  like  manner  as 
at  prefent  in  the  Roman  Catholic  countries  abroad. 

. . . There 
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There  was  fomerly  an  organ  in  this  church,  the  cafe 
of  which  is  yet  remaining. 

Among  other  monuments  and  memorials  in  it  are  the  following: 
In  the  nave,  round  the  verge  of  a coffin  like  ftone,  in  Saxon  capi- 
tals, thefe  words,  Jone  la  femme  johan  ram  gyst  yci 
DEO  DE  SA  ALME  EiT  MERCi  . Ou  a grave  ftonc  a brafs, 
with  the  figures  of  a man  and  his  two  wives  and  two  children,  for 
Bonham  Faunce,  gent,  of  this  pariffi,  ob.  1652,  having  had  by 
his  two  wives,  Elizabeth  and  Mary,  each  one  child ; another  a 
brafs,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and  his  two  wives,  one  of  them 
loU;  and  fix  children,  for  Thomas  Faunce,  yeoman,  who  had  two 
wives,  Alice  and  Elizabeth,  by  the  former  he  had  two  fons  and 
one  daughter,  and  by  the  latter  one  fon  and  two  daughters  ; he 
died  in  1609,  Alice  died  in  1592 ; Thomas  his  eldeft  fon,  being 
mayor  of  Rochefter  at  his  father’s  deceafe;  on  a pillar,  fouth  of 
the  entrance  into  the  chancel,  on  a brafs  plate,  an  infcription, 
with  an  account  of  John  Browne’s  charity  to  this  parifli,  as  men- 
tioned above.  In  one  of  the  windows  are  thefe  arms.  Azure  a 
crofs  patonce  between  five  martlets  or.  In  the  north  ijle^  round 
the  verge  of  a ftone,  in  the  form  of  a coffin,  this  infcription,  in 
Saxon  capitals,  Elienore  de  clive  gist  ici  deu  de  sa 

ALME  EIT  MERCI  AMEN  PAR  CHARITE.  In  the  foUth  ijle,  a 

brafs  for  Elizabeth  Giffome,  wife  of  James  Giftbme  of  this  parifli, 
obt.  1688.  A memorial  for  the  Baynards  of  this  parifli.^ 

The  church  of  Cliff  (to  which  there  belongs  a ma- 
nor in  this  parilb,  called  Parfon’s  borough,  for  which 
a court  baron  is  ffillheld)  was  part  of  the  antientpof- 
feffions  of  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  and  was  excepted  in 
the  great  deed  of  exchange,  which  archbilbop  Cran- 
mer  made  with  king  Henry  VIII.  by  which  he  con- 
veyed all  the  reft  of  his  eftates  in  this  parifli  to  that 
king,  as  has  been  mentioned  before.  The  archbilbop 
of  Canterbury  ftill  continues  patron  of  this  reftory. 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  church  of 
Clive  was  valued  at  one  hundred  and  ten  marcs.  In 
the  year  1650,  -it  was  valued  at  200I.®  It  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  50I.  and  the  yearly  tenths,  5I. 
The  prefent  reftor  is  paid  500I.  per  annum  by  the 
parifliioners  in  general,  who  agree  to  pay  all  land  and 

* See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  744." 

* Parliamentary  Surveys,  Lambeth  library,  vol.  xix. 


other 


CLIFF  near  ROCHESTER. 

Other  tajces  befides,  and  they  levy  the  whole  at  fo 
much  per  acre  among  themfelves*  which  raifesin  the 
whole  about  650I.  per  annum. 

_ Ihe  redtorby  oldcuftom  is  bound  to  diftributeat 
his  parfonage  houfe  on  St.  James’s  day  annually,  a 
mutton  pie  and  a loaf,  to  as  many  perfons  as  choofe 
to  come  there  and  demand  it,  the  expence  of  which 
amounts  to  about  fifteen  pounds  per  annum.  This 
continued  till  within  thefe  few  years,  but  the  prefent 
rector  has  found  means  to  obtain  the  pariihioners  ac- 
quiefcence  for  the  difcontinuance  of  if. 

The  tithes  of  the  marlh  land  in  this  patifli  caufed 
continual  difputes  between  the  prior  and  convent  of 
Chrilt  church  and  the  reCtors  of  this  parilh,  concern- 
ing which  they  came  at  laft  to  a compofition,  in  1 229, 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  archbilhops,  Richard  and 
John;  but  this  not  fatisfying  the  convent,  they  ob- 
tained, in  1290,  from  the  reCtor,  John  de  Beftan,  an 
inftrument  under  his  leal,  by  which  he  relinquifhed 
all  right  and  title  to  them;  fince  which,  to  the  pre- 
fent time,  the  mailhes  in  this  parilh  have  been  ex- 
empted from  the  payment  of  tithes.  The  prior  and 
convent  likevyife  contended  for  an  exemption  from 
tithes  for  their  Iheepcotes  and  mills  in  this  pariQi,  and 
the  Imall  tithes  of  their  manor  of  Clifi',  all  which  thev 
obtained,  in  1254,  from  Hugh  de  Mortimer,  then 
reCtor  of  this  church,  by  an  inftrument  under  his 
leal,  but  the  dilputes  between  them,  owing  to  the  in- 
croachments  of  the  convent,  ftill  continued,  to  fettle 
which  there  were  feveral  compofitions  entered  into 
between  them  at  different  times,  which  were  con- 
firmed by  the  feveral  archbilhops ; all  which  may  be 
feen  in  their  regifters,  and  in  the  Charts  Antiq.  in 
the  Lambeth  library.'' 

This  parilh  is  a ■peculiar  jurifdi6lion^  exempted 
from  the  authority  of  the  dean  of  the  arches,  who  is 

^ See  Ducarel’s  Repert.  fecond  edit.  p.  167. 
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tiie  commlfTary  df  the  deanry  of  Shoreham,  and  the 
redor  of  it  is  only  vifitabie  by  the  archbilhop  at  Clilf. 
He  is  ordinary  of  his  parifh,  and  exercifes  ieveral 
branches  of  ordinary  jurifdidion,  without  any  fpecial 
commiflion.  By  himfelf,  or  bis  furrogate,  he  holds, 
a court  every  year,  foon  after  Eafter,  for  the  taking 
the  oaths  of  the  churchwardens  on  their  entrance  into 
oifice,  and  he  grants  licences  tor  marriages,  probates 
of  wills,  and  letters  of  adminiftration. 

The  feal,  which  once  belonged  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
court  of  Cliff,  having  been  many  years  loft,  is  faid  to 
have  been  found  fome  years  ago  on  Blackheath  ; the 
impreflion,  A mans  hand  iDuing  from  a gotwti  fe&vey 
(probably  that  of  dodor  of  laws)  and  holding  a long 
with  a crofs  fixed  on  the  top  of  it.  The  infcrip- 
tion,  in  old  Englifh  letters,  s.  officialit  + ju- 

RISDICTIQNIS  DE  LIBA  POCH  DE  CLYFF,  i.  6.  the 

feal  of  the  officiality  of  the  jurifdiSiion  of  the  free  parifh 
of  Clyff.  The  feal  now  ufed  feems  to  be  antient ; 
the  impreflion  is  the  figure  of  a bifliop,  with  his  cro- 
fierin  his  hand;  the  infcription,  s;  pecul.iaris:  ju- 
RisDTCTioNis:  RECTORis:  DE:  CLYFF,  i.  e.  the  feal 
of  the  peculiar  jurifdidiion  of  the  reEior  of  Cliff. 

Godfrid  de  Scrtembroke  gave  the  tithe  of  his  land 
at  Scrsembroke,  in  the  parifh  of  Cliff,  to  the  priory 
of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  foon  after  the  conqueft ; 
which  gift  was  confirmed  to  it  by  Richard,*  Baldwin, 
and  Hubert,  archbifhops  of  Canterbury.  There  were 
lands  in  this  parifh  of  the  yearly  value  of  flxteen  pence, 
given  for  the  faying  of  a mafs  yearly  in  this  church. 

CHURCH  OF  CLIFF. 

PATRONS, 

Or  hy  t^hom  prefented.  RECTORS. 

drchbijtiops  0/  Canterhiry Richard  lUaltingford.^  in  1229.*^ 

Hu^i  de  Mortimer.,  in  1254. 
Richard  de  Sh afford,  in  1277. 

S Surveys  of  Chantries,  in  Augm,  Office,  k Ducard’s  Rep.  p.  167. 
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Matrons,  Csfc. 
ArchbiJJioJii  of  Canterbury... 


The  Qtiem. 


< ■ 


1 Afterwards  archbiihop  of  Canter- 
bury. Newc.  Rep.  vol.  i.  p.  443. 

More’s  Hid.  Tunftall,  p.49. 

Alfo  redtor  of  Chartham.  He 
lies  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Lambeth 
church. 

o He  had  been  bifhop  of  Rochefter, 
and  being  tranflated  to  Worcefter,  had 
the  king’s  writ  to  hold  this  re<ftory  in 
commendain,  Rym.  Feed.  vol.  xv.  p.  1 8. 

P Archdeacon  of  Canterbury,  and 
brother  of  the  archbiihop.  Batteley’s 
Somner,  pt.  il.  p.  158. 

4 He  was  firft  dean  of  Weftminfter, 
and  then  of  Windfor.  See  Rym.  Feed, 
vol.  XV,  p.  381.  Newc.  Rep.  vol.  i. 
p.  718. 
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RECTORS. 

Philip  de  TVyleby^  in  1283. 

John  de  Befune,  in  1289. 

James  de  Cobham,  in  1303. 

M'^fn.  de  iVitteJley.,  about  1350.* 
JVm.  de  Jocelyn^  alias  IJlep.,  inft. 
Mar.  II,  1358,  relig.  Nov. 
following.™ 

Wm.  Uttinge,  S.  T.  P.  ob.  Feb. 
10,  1481." 

'Nicholas  Heath.,  in  1343,  refig. 
1348.“ 

Edmond  Cranmer^  in  1349.’* 

Hugh  Wefon,  S.  T.  P.  inft.  Ap. 

1334.'' 

IV dham  Wilfon,  S.T.P.  ob.  May 
13,  1613.^ 

Griffin  Higgs,  S.T.P.  in  1631, 
ejetfted.'’ 

Samuel  Annejley,  LL.D.  an  in- 
truder about  1640.' 

Henry  Holcroft,  outed  1661.“ 

Geo.  Stradling,  S.T.  P.  in  i66r.'^ 
George  Green,  S.  T.  P.  obt.  Otft. 
1739- 

V^m.  Nicholas  Blomberg,  S.  T.  P. 
prefented  Nov.  .1, 1.739, 

1730. 

James  Har’coood,  A.  M.  ob.  Feb. 
13,  1778.=^ 

John  Simkinfon,  Aug.  1778.  Pre- 
fent  reftor. 

*■  Prebendary  of  Rochefter  and  ca- 
non of  Windfor,  where  he  lies  buried, 
in  St.  Geoige’s  chapel.  Wood’s  Ath. 
Fafti,  vo).  i.  p.  177. 

» Afterwards  chaunter of  Sr.  Dayid^s 
and  dean  of  Litchfield.  Willis’s  Gath, 
vol.  i.  p.  401.  Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.  pi. 
239,  966. 

t Wood’s  Ath.  vol.  ii.p.  966. 
o He  was  ejedled  by  the  Bartholo- 
mew aft. 

w And  vicar  of  Sutton- at- Hone,  af- 
terwards prebendary  of  Weftminfter, 
and  dean  of  Chichefter.  Wood’s  Ath, 
vol.  ii.  p.  822. 

* Alfo  vicar  of  Dartford. 
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EASTWARD  from  Clilflies  Cowling,  antienLiy 
written  CoUnges  and  Culinges^  fo  called  from  its  cold 
and  bleak  fituation. 

This  parish  of  Cowling  is  more  than  four  miles 
in  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  and  not  half  fo  much 
in  width ; that  part  of  it  next  to  the  marfhes,  which 
are  more  than  two  miles  acrofs,  and  bounded  by  the 
river  Thames  northward,  lies  low  and  flat;  the  foil 
a {lift'  wet  clay,  having  much  rough  ground,  and 
thick  inclofures  throughout  it.  In  this  part  of  it, 
near  the  edge  of  the  marflies  is  Cowling  caftle,  the 
.ruins  of  which  are  converted  into  a farm  houfe,  about 
half  a mile  from  which  is  Cowling -ftreet ; befides 
which  there  is  another  village,  with  the  church  in  it, 
at  the  eafliern  fide  of  the  parifh,  clofe  to  the  marlhes, 
whence  the  ground  rifes  fouthward  to  a very  high  hill, 
on  which  is  the  feat,  called  from  its  fituation.  Lodge- 
hill,  having  a moft  extenfive  profpedt  on  all  fides 
round  it.  Cowling  is  an  unfrequented  place,  the 
roads  of  which  are  deep  and  miry,  and  it  is  as  un- 
healthy as  it  is  unpleafant. 

CoENULF,  king  of  Mercia,  in  the  12th  year  of 
his  reign,  anno  808,  gave  to  his  faithful  fervant,  Ea- 
dulf,  one  ploughland  and  a half,  with  all  its  appur- 
tenances in  Culinges,  according  as  the  bounds  are  in 
his  charter  mentioned.’' 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  the 
lordihip  of  Culinges  was  in  the  pofleflion  of  earl  Le- 
ofwyne,  fixth  fon  of  earl  Godwin,  who  was  flain  in 
the  battle  of  Haftings,  fighting  on  the  behalf  of  his 
brother,  king  Harold,  againfl;  William  duke  of  Nor- 

The  original  charter  is  now  in  the  Surrenden  library. 
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mandy  afterwards  called  the  Conqueror,  on  his  land- 
ing  in  this  kingdom. 

Soon  after  the  Conqueror’s  attaining  the  crown  of 
realm,  he  gave  Culinges,  among  other  vaft  pof- 
feffions,  to  his  haif  brother  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux, 
under  the  general  title  of  whofe  lands  it  is  thus  de- 
Icribed  m the  lurvey  of  Domefda)q  taken  about  the 
15th  year  ot  that  reign. 

ne  fame  Jdam  holds  of  the  hijhop  (of  Baieux)  in 
Lohnge,  one  fuling  and  an  half  The  arable  land  is 
one  carucate  and  an  half  In  demefne  there  are  two  ca~ 
rucates  and  five  villeins,  having  half  a carucate.  There 
are  four  ferv  ants,  and  f even  acres  of  meadow.  Wood  for 
the  pannage  of  ten  hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward 
the  Lonfeffor  and  afterwards  it  was  worth  40  (hillings, 
now  four  pounds . What  Richard  de  Tonebrige  has  in 
his  lowy  IS  worth  feven  Jhillings.  JJluuin  held  it  of  carl 
Eeiiuin. 


And  fomewhat  further  in  the  fame  record  ; 

The  fame  Odo  holds  Colinges  of  the  bifhop  (of  Baieux }. 
it  was  taxed  at  half  a fuling.  Ihe  arable  land  is  half 

a carucate.  There  is zvith  one  borderer,  and 

four  acres  of  meadow.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the 
Unfefjor,  and  afterzvards,  it  zvas  zvorth  20  Jhillings,  now 
SO  /hillings.  _ Goduin  held  it  of  king  Edzvard. 

On  the  difgrace  of  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux  and  earl 
ot  Kent,  about  four  years  afterwards,  thefe  eftates  at 
Cowling,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  pofleflions,  were 
feifed  on,  and  became  forfeited  to  the  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  Cowling  was  in  the 
polieftion  of  Henry  de  Cobham  of  Cobham,  in  this 
county.  His  fon,  John  de  Cobham,  in  the  17th 
year  of  king  Edward  HI.  obtained  a charter  for  free 
warren  within  all  his  demefne  lands  within  his  lord- 
fhip  of  Coulyng,  among  others.  In  the  20th  year  of 
that  reign  he  paid  refpeftive  aid  for  this  manor,  as  one 
knight’s  fee,  which  Henry  de  Cobham  before  held  in 
CoLilyng  of  Margery  de  Revers,  as  fhe  did  of  the 
He  died  pofrefted  of  this  manor  in  the  36th 
^ 1 3 year 
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year  of  that  reign,  and  was  fucceeded  in  it  by  his  fon, 
John  de  Cobham,  who  in  the  4th  year  of  Richard  II. 
obtained  licence  to  embattle  and  fortify  his  manor 
houfe,  which  he  then  ereded  here,^  which  grant  he 
cauled  to  be  engraved  on  a tablet,  and  placed  on  a 
tower  at  die  entrance  of  it,  where  it  Hill  remains  vifi- 
ble ; the  words  are  engraved  on  brafs,  in  antient  cha- 
rafters,  as  follows : 

KnOWETH  that  BETH  AKD  SHALL  BE 
that  I AM  MADE  IN  HELP  OF  THE  CONTRE 
IN  KNOWING  OF  WHICHE  THING 
THIS  IS  CHARTRE  AND  WITNESSING. 

It  is  made  in  imitation  of  a deed  or  charter,  with  his 
feal  of  arms  appendant,  and  is  fixed  on  the  eaftern 
tower  of  the  gate-houfe.  And  henceforward  this 
manfion  acquired  the  name  of  Cowling-caflle ; at 
which  time  it  appears,  there  was  then  a large  park  ad- 
joining to  it.  He  died  poflefled  of  this  manor  and 
caftle  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  leaving  Joane, 
his  grand  daughter  (viz.  daughter  of  Joane  his  daugh- 
ter, by  Sir  John  de  la  Pool)  his  next  heir,  and  wife  of 
Sir  Nicholas  Hawberk,  whom  fhe  had  married  on 
the  deceafe  of  Sir  Reginald  Braybrook,  her  former 
hufband.  She  afterwards  married  Sir  John  Oldcaftle, 
who  in  her  right  poflefled  this  eftate,  and  on  account 
of  his  marriage  with  her,  aflTumed  the  title  of  lord 
Gobham,  and  had  fummons  to  parliament  according- 
ly ; but  in  the  next  reign,  engaging  with  others  in  a 
confpiracy,  he  was  tried  for  it,  condemned  and  exe- 
cuted, in  the  6th  year  of  king  Henry  V.  being  at 
the  time  of  his  .death  poflTefled,  jointly,  with  Joane 
his  wife  of  this  manor  and  caftle. 

The  ftory  of  Sir  John  Oldcaftle’s  being  accufed  of 
herefy,  before  Thomas  Arundel,  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  the  proceedings  had  on  it,  are  related  in 

' Philipott,  p.  126.  Piigd.  Bar.  vol.  ii.  p.  66, 
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Fox’s  A(fls  and  Monuments.*  Sir  John  Oldcaflle, 
on  this  accufation  of  herefy,  betook  himfelf  to  his 
cafUe  of  Cowling,  as  to  a place  of  ftrength  and  fecu- 
ritt  j before  which  the  perfon  fent  with  a citation  from 
the  archbilhop  appearing,  defired  leave  of  him  to  en- 
ter and  ferve  the  fame,  but  was  refufed  ; on  which, 
not  daring  to  enter  without  the  owner’s  good  will,  he 
returned  without  performing  his  ei'rand.  After  the 
execution  of  Sir  John  Oldcaflle,  Joane  his  wife  fur- 
viving  him,  became  again  poffelfed  of  this  manor  and 
caftle,  together  with  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of 
Cowling,  and  the  reft  of  the  eftates  of  her  inheritance, 
of  which  fhe  died  pofl'efled  in  the  12th  year  of  king 
Henry  VI.  She  was  then  the  wife  of  John  Harpden, 
who,  if  he  was  living,  did  not  poflefs  this  or  any  other 
of  her  eftates  after  her  death,  for  her  only  daughter 
and  heir  Joane,  by  her  fecond  hufband,  Sir  Gerard 
Braybrooke  above  mentioned,  then  entitled  her  huf- 
band, Sir  Thomas  Brooke,  of  Somerfetfliire,  to  them 
who  was  in  her  right  lord  Cobham,  though  he  never 
received  fummons  to  parliament.  His  defeendant. 
Sir  George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  refided  at  times 
both  here  and  at  Cobham ; during  whofe  time.  Sir 
Tho.  W^yatt,  in  the  ift  year  of  queen  Mar)^,  marched 
with  fix  pieces  of  cannon  to  this  caftle,  which  finding 
too  ftrong  to  take,  after  having  broke  down  the  gate 
and  part  of  the  wall,  and  having  had  fome  difeourfe 
with  the  lord  Cobham,  who  was  in  it,  he  marched 
next  night  to  Gravefend.  He  died  in  1558,  and  by 
his  will  gave  to  Anne  his  wife  all  his  houfehold  fluff 
at  Cowling-caftle.  His  fon  and  heir.  Sir  William 
Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  at  his  death,  in  the  39th  year 
of  queen  Elizabeth,  by  his  will  gave  this  eftate  to  his 
fecond  fon,-  George  Brooke,  efq.  who  being  engaged 
vvith  his  brother,  Henry  lord  Cobham,  and  others,  in 
a confpiracy,  was  attainted  of  high  treafon,  in  the  ift 

* Vol.  I.  from  p.  635  to  668,  and  p.  731. 
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year  of  king  James  I.  and  executed,  upon  which  his 
cftates  became  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  were  con- 
firmed to  it  by  an  act  pafled  in  the  3d  year  of  that 
reign.  After  which,  king  James,  of  his  royal  boun- 
ty, reftored  the  manor,  caftle,  and  advowfon,  of  Cow- 
ling, to  his  fon  William,  then  an  infant,  afterwards 
made  a knight  of  the  Bath  j who  died  poflefled  of 
them  about  the  year  1668,  He  was  twice  married  ; 
firft  to  Penelope,  daughter  of  Henry  lord  Dacre,  by 
whom  he  left  no  iflue ; and  fecondly  to  Penelope, 
daughter  of  Sir  Mofes  Hill,  by  v;hom  he  left  ifiue 
four  daughters,  his  coheirs  j viz.  Pembroke,  married 
to  Matthew  Tomlinfon,  efq.  Hill  to  Sir  William 
Boothby,  hart,  of  Broadlow  A(h,  in  Derbylhire;  Mar- 
garet to  Sir  John  Denham,  K.  B.  and  Frances  to  Sir 
Thomas  Whitmore,  K.  B,  who  in  right  of  their  wives 
became  joint  proprietors  of  this  eftate.  Soon  after 
which.  Sir  John  Denham  and  Margaret  his  wife  died 
without  iffue,  on  which  her  (hare  defeended  to  her 
three  lifters,  and  their  hufbands,  who  in  their  right 
then  became  each  of  them  pollefled  of  a third  part 
of  it. 

In  the  year  1669,  Mathew  Tomlinfon,  Sir  William 
Boothby,  and  Sir  Thomas  Whitmore,  made  a divifion 
of  this  eftate,  excepting  the  advowfon,  into  three 
equal  parts,  by  deed,  under  their  hands  and  feals;  in 
which  partition  Cowling-lodge,  and  certain  lands 
adjoining,  were  allotted  to  Matt.  Tomlinfon  j New- 
barn,  and  lands  adjoining,  to  Sir  William  Boothby; 
and  the  Castle,  and  other  lands,  to  Sir  Tho.  Whit- 
more ; and  it  was  agreed  between  them,  that  all  royal- 
ties, privileges,  and  liberties  belonging  to  the  mano’-, 
ftiould  be  equally  divided  among  them  ; after  which. 
Cowling-lodge,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,' 
was  fold  after  Tomlinfon’s  death  by  his  heirs,  to  Tho,. 
Farrington,  efq.  of  Chefilhurft  ; whofe  defendant  of 
the  fame  name,  alienated  it  to  Mr.  Jacob  Harvey, 
of  Iftington ; and  his  defendant,  Samuel  Clay  Har- 
vey, 
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^cy,  efq.  about  the  year  1760,  built  a good  feat  ou 
this  eftate,  called  L.odge-hill,  from  its  lituation  oii 
the  fummit  of  it,  intending  the  fame  for  his  refidence, 
but  before  it  was  quite  finilhed,  he  alienated  this 
eftate  to  Mr.  John  Smith,  fmce  deceafed;  whofe  bro- 
ther, Mr.  Tho.  Smith,  is  the  prefent  poirefibr  of  it. 

New-barn,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to  it,  was 
conveyed  by  Sir  William  Boothby  and  Hill  his  wife, 
to  Samuel  Clay,  merchant  of  London,  from  wliom  it 
pafled  in  marriage  to  Harvey,  whofe  defcendant,  Sa- 
muel Clay  Harvey,  efq.  died  pofteffed  of  it  in  1791, 
and  bis  nephew,  Jacob  Harvey,  is  the  prefent  owner 
of  it. 

Cowling-castle,  with  the  eftate  belonging  to 
it,  was  alienated  by  Sir  Thomas  Whitmore  to  Fre- 
derick Herne,  efq.  who  palfed  it  away  by  file  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Beft,  of  Chatham,  whofe  grandlbn,  Thomas 
Beft,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  died  poflelied  of  it  in  1795, 
f.p.  and  gave  it  by  his  will  to  his  nephew,  George 
Beft,  efq.  now  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.'’ 

The  ruins  of  the  caftle  or  manfion  Hiew  it  to  have 
been  a place  of  fome  ftrength.  There  arc  great  parts 
of  the  towers  and  outward  walls  of  it  remaining;  it 
was  a fquare  building,  having  a moat  round  it,  which 
is  now  almoft  choaked  up.  At  a fmall  diftance  fouth- 
pftward  from  the  caftle,  and  entirely  independent  of 
it,  is  a handlbme  gatehoufe,  flanked  by  two  round 
towers  and  embattled,  having  a portcullis  to  Jet  down. 
Through  this  gate  was  the  approach  to  the  caftle,  as 
it  is  at  prefent  to  the  farm-houfe. 

In  the  year  961,  queen  Ediva,  mother  of  king 
Edmund  and  king  Eadred,  gave  to  the  church  of 
Chrift,  in  Canterbury,  her  land  inCulinge,  free  from  all 
fecular  fervice,  excepting  that  of  repelling  invafions, 
^nd  the  repairing  of  bridges  and  caftles  ; and  kino- 
Edward  TI.  in  his  10th  year,  granted  to  the  priory 
of  Chrift  church  free  w'arren  in  all  their  demefne  lands 
jn  this  parilh,  among  others  therein  mentioned. 

CHARITIES. 

•» 
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CHARITIES. 

The  parifli  of  Cowling  has  the  right  of  nomination  to  one 
place  in  the  New  College  of  Cobham,  for  one  poor  pferfon,  in- 
habitant of  this  parifh  ; at  the  ele£tion  of  which  one,  fuch  as  by 
the  ordinances  of  the  faid  college  have  power  to  choofe  for  this 
parifli,  nominate  and  choofe  two  fuch  poor  perfons,  out  of  which 
two,  the  baron  of  Cobham  for  the  time  being  is  to  feledt  and 
prefent  one,  to  be  admitted  and  placed  there ; and  if  the  parifli 
of  Shorne  makes  default  in  eledling,  then  the  benefit  of  fuch 
eleftion  devolves  to  this  parifh. 

Henry  White,  of  Chalk,  near  Gravefend,  wlio  lies  buried 
in  St.  Mary’s  church,  in  the  hundred  of  Hoo,  left  an  annual 
fum  of  money  to  the  poor  of  this  parifli. 

Cowling  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefe  SivA  deanry  of  Rochefter.  The 
church  is  dedicated  to  St.  James. 

In  the  chancel  of  it,  on  a flone,  are  two  brafs  plates,  arms  in  a 
canton,  a falcon  volant  with  bells,  for  Sy bell,  daughter  of  Gil- 
bert Thu  rflon,  of  London,  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Sparks,  reftor 
of  this  church  28  years,  obt.  1639  ; in  the  eafl  window  thefe 
arms,  gules,  a chevron,  or,  and  in  the  fouth  window  two  coats, 
gules  three  lions  paflant  guardant,  or,  and  gules  a fefs  fufillee,  or. 
In  the  nave.,  near  the  pulpit,  a brafs,  with  the  figure  of  a woman, 
for  Feyth  Brook,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Brook,  lord  of  Cobham, 
obt.  1508;  another  brafs  for  Thomas  Woodyear,  gent,  of  Cool- 
ing, who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Linch,  gent,  and 
had  one  fon  and  three  daughters,  obt.  1611. 

The  church  of  Cowling  paid  an  annual  penfion  of 
6s.  8d.  to  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  on  account  of  the 
tithes  which  had  been  given  to  it,  in  this  parifli,  by 
Ralph,  the  butler  (pincerna Eudonis ) loon  after 

the  conqueft,  in  pure  and  perpetual  alms,  being  the 
tithes  of  his  demefne  field,  called  Weftbrooke,  which 
gift  was  confirmed  by  his  defeendant,  Adam,  buder, 
(pincerna)  fo  that  Richard,  his  brother,  parfon  of  this 
church,  and  his  fucceffors,  fliould  pay  yearly  to  the 
monks  there  half  a marc  of  filver,  and  it  was  confirmed 
likewife  by  bifliop  Gundulph,  who  allotted  the  above 
penfion  for  their  cloathing,*’  and  it  was  confirmed  to 
them  by  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs. 


Text.  RofF.  p.  164.  Reg.  RofF,  p.  268-47,  and  paflim  feq. 
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This  penfion,  at  the  diirolution  of  the  priory  in  tlie 
3 2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  came  to  the  crown, 
and  was  granted  by  that  king,  by  his  dotation  charter, 
next  year,  to  his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Ro- 
chefter,  to  whom  it  continues  ftill  to  be  paid. 

The  patronage  of  the  church  of  Cowling,  about  the 
reign  of  king  John,  feems  to  have  belonged  to  the 
before-mentioned  family  named  Pincerna,  or  Butler, 
at  which  time  Adam  Pincerna,  or  Butler,  had  the 
right  of  prefentation  to  it.  How  long  they  pofTeired 
it,  I do  not  find;  but  before  the  middle  of  the  reign 
of  king  Edward  I.  it  was  come  into  the  family  of  Cob- 
ham,  and  afterwards  continued  to  have  the  fame  pro- 
prietors as  the  manor  of  Cowling  had  till  the  divifion 
of  it  in  1669,  between  Mathew  Tomlinfon,  efq.  Sir 
William  Boothby,  and  Sir  Thomas  Whitmore.  ’ After 
which,  the  right  of  prefenting  to  this  church  became 
veiled  in  each  of  them,  and  their  refpedlive  heirs  alter- 
nately, in  fuccefiion,  as  they  are  mentioned  before. 

Mathew  Tomlinfon’s  turn  palled,  with  Cowling- 
lodge,  to  Farrington,  and  thence  to  Harvey,  and  af- 
terwards to  Mr.  John  Smith,  who  fold  it  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Hopkins  Fox,  of  Linfled,  whofe  fon,  John  Hop- 
kins Fox,  fold  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  of  Stroud, 
the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

Sir  William  Boothby’s  turn  was  excepted  out  of  the 
fale  of  New- barn  to  Samuel  Clay,  and  after  his  death 
defeended  to  William  Boothby,  efq.  (eldeft  fon  of  Sir 
William,  by  his  fecond  wife.  Hill  Brooke,  who  on  the 
death  of  his  half-brother,  Sir  Henry,  became  his  heir 
to  both  title  and  eflates)  and  on  his  death  it  came  to 
his  next  brother,  Brooke  Boothby,  efq.  of  Afliboine- 
hall,  in  Derbyfhire,  who,  in  1748)  conveyed  his  third 
turn  of  prefentation  to  John  Unwin,  gent,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  and  he  in  1757,  conveyed  his  intereft  in  it  to 
Mr.  George  Gordon,  wine-merchant,  of  Rocheuer, 
who  by  his  will,  in  1760,  devifed  it  to  his  fon,  William 

Gordon,  efq.  who  alienated  it  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thomas 
^ Afheroft, 
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Aflicroft,  clerk,  who  died  po0efredofit  in  1768,  after 
which  it  was  fold  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins  Fox  be- 
fore-mentioned; whofe  fon,  John  H.  Fox,  fold  it  to 
Mr.  Thomas, Smith,  of  Stroud,  the  prefent  proprietor 
of  it. 

Sir  Thomas  Whitmore’s  turn  pafled  with  Cowling- 
caftle  to  Herne,  and  thence  to  Beft,  whofe  grandfon, 
Thomas  Beft,  efq.  of  Chilfton,  died  poflefled  of  it  in 
1795,  and  by  his  will  gave  it  to  his  nephew,  George 
Beft,  efq.  now  of  Chilfton,  the  prefent  patron  of  this 
third  turn  of  prefentation  to  this  reflory. 

This  church,  in  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I. 
was  valued  at  twenty  marcs."  The  re<5tory  is  valued 
in  the  king’s  books  at  fourteen  pounds,  and  the  tenths 
at  il.  Ss.**  It  appears  by  the  furvey  of  it  taken  by  or- 
der of  iheftatc  in  the  year  1650,  that  it  was  then  va- 
lued at  feventy  pounds."'  It  is  now  worth,  with  nine 
acres  of  glebe  land,  upwards  of  200I.  per  annum. 
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Richard  Slater,  July  29,  168  r. 
Thomas  Truelove,  Aug.  7,  1688. 
Robert  Pickering,  April  16, 170C. 
Edward  Robinjon  Payne,  June 
27,  1733. 

Thomas  Jljhcroft,  April  1760, 
obt.  Feb.  1 768. 

Peter  Wade,  A.  M,  March  4, 
I 768,  obt.  Sept.  I 783.'" 
JMatthias  Rut  ton,  A. ^\.  Nov.  20, 
1783,  theprefent  refior." 


Alfo  vicar  of  Boughton-Moncliel-  n And  vicar  of  Shcldwich,  in  this 
fea,  and  minor  canon  of  RochcBer.  county. 




F R I N D S B U R Y. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Cowling  lies  Frinds- 
Bury,  called  in  antient  charters,  Freondefbyri.  It 
was  likewife  called  jEflingham,  alias  Frind/biiry,  from 
the  manor  of  that  name  in  this  parifli. 

The  parish  is  fituated  adjoining  to  the  river  Med- 
way, partly  towards  the  fouth,  and  wholly  eaftward, 
it  is  near  five  miles  from  north  to  fouth,  though  not 
more  than  half  as  much  in  breadth,  the  furface  of  it 
is  a continued  hill  and  dale,  tliough  it  is  in  general 
high  ground,  the  foil  is  various,  but  the  hills  are  mollly 
chalk,  the  dales  a loamy  foil,  and  towards  Hoo  a ftiff 
clay,  all  for  the  moft  part  fertile  corn  land.  The  village 
adjoins  to  the  town  of  Stroud  on  the  north  fide,  feera- 
ingly  as  part  of  it,  from  whence  the  ground  rifes  pretty 
high  to  the  fummk  of  the  hill  on  which  the  church 
ftands,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  to  the  city  of 
Rochefler,  from  which  it  is  a confpicuous  objedt.  At 
the  north  end  of  the  ftreet  of  Frindfbury  tlie  road 
branches  off  on  the  left  hand  to  Cliff  and  Higham,  and 
Ifrait  forward  leads  on  to  the  Hundred  of  Hoo,  on 
wliich,  at  a mile’s  diftance,  is  Wainfeott,  and  further 

on 
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on  Chattenden,  both  mentioned  hereafter ; and  at  the 
north- weft  boundary  of  the  parilh,  next  to  Cliff,  the 
manor  of  iEflingham.  The  high  London  road  runs 
along  the  fouthern  part  of  this  parifli  for  near  a mile 
wcftward,  beyond  the  pond  called  St.  Thomas’s  wa- 
tering place,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  which,  on  the 
oppofite  fide,  there  has  been  a fhewy  houfe,  built 
within  thefe  few  years  by  Mr.  David  Day,  who  named 
it  Little  Hermitage  ; a quarter  of  a. mile  Ibuthward  of 
the  road,  but  nearer  to  Stroud,  is  Read-court,  beyond 
which  this  parifh  extends  to  the  hamlet  called  tlie  Three 
Crouches,  where  the  three  parifhes  of  Frindlbury, 
Higham  and  Cobham  meet.  The  parifli  joins  to  the 
river  Medway  from  Stroud,  along  the  fliore  oppofite 
to  Chatham-dock,  where,  on  the  hill  is  a houfe  called 
the  Quarry-houle,  having  a beautiful  view  over  the 
river,  the  town,  dock-yard,  and  adjoining  country, 
and  till  it  joins  the  parifli  of  Hoo,  about  half  a mile 
below  Upnor-caflle  northward,  all  along  between  the 
river  and  the  hill  are  large  quantities  of  fait  marflies, 
overflowed  at  every  high  tide. 

LFpnor-castle  is  fituated  a fmall  diftance  below 
Chatham-dock,  on  the  oppofite  fhore  to  it.  It  is  a 
ftone  building,  and  was  eredled  by  queen  Elizabeth, 
in  her  3d  year,  for  the  defence  of  the  river ; but  now, 
and  indeed  for  many  years  paft,  there  has  not  been  a gun 
mounted  in  it  for  fervice,  nor  yet  a platform. 

In  the  caftle  there  is  a magazine  of  powder,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  navy,  &:c.  for  the  fecurity  of  which,  here  is 
an  eftablifliment  of  a governor,  ftore-keeper,  clerk  of 
the  cheque,  a niafter-gunner,  twelve  other  gunners, 
&c.  There  is  likewife  an  officer’s  guard  of  foldiers, 
on  detachment,  which,  with  the  reft  of  the  forts  on 
this  river,  excepting  Sheernefs,  are  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  governor  cf  Upnor-caftle.  One  of  thefe 
is  the  fort  once  called  The  Swampy  now  The  Birdfnejl  j 
but  there  has  not  been  a gun  mounted  on  it  within  re- 
membrance, and  the  embrafures  of  earth  have  been 

long 
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long  fince  mouldered  away,  and  over-run  with' bulhes 
and  brambles.  Another  of  them,  called  Cockham- 
wood  fort,  about  a mile  below  on  the  lame  fide  the 
Medway,  is  yet  to  be  leen ; but  with  all  the  guns  dif- 
mounted,  and  thrown  by  on  the  ground,  the  lliot,  &c. 
lying  in  the  mailer-gunner’s  houfe  juft  by,  which,  as 
well  as  the  fort,  is  become  very  ruinous.  The  gift  of 
the  mafter-gunner’s  place,  ufually  fome  invalid,  is  in 
the  mafter-general  of  the  ordnance;  befides  whom  there 
is  a quarter-gunner  belonging  to  this  fort. 

Hoonefs-fort,  commonly  called  1 he  Folly ^ is  fituated 
ftill  lower  down  on  the  fame  fide  the  river,  where  there 
are  no  guns  mounted ; but  there  is  a mafter-gunner 
from  Upnor-caftle,  who  lives  at  it  for  a week  at  a 
time,  a boat  being  allowed  for  the  tranfporting  each 
gunner,  and  his  provifions,  weekly  from  Upnor-caftle 
for  the  fervice  of  the  navy.  As  to  Gillingham-caftle, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  the  river,  an  account  of  it  will  be 
given  in  its  proper  place. 

The  fouth  tower  of  Upnor-caftle  is  allowed  to  the 
governor  for  his  houfe,  at  w^hlch,  on  account  of  its 
unfitnefs  for  his  reception,  he  never  rcfides  ; but  there 
are  near  the  caftle  very  good  barracks,  in  which  the 
gunners,  foldiers,  and  officer  commanding  on  the  fpot, 
are  well  accommodated.  There  is  like  wife  a good 
ftorekeeper’s  houfe  and  gardens. 

The  honorable  general  James  Murray  was  appointed 
governor  of  Upnor-caftle  in  1775)  in  the  room  of  ma- 
jor-general William  Deane,  deceafed,  and  on  his  pre- 
ferment, captain  William  Browne  fucceeded  in  1778, 
and  refigned  in  1784,  on  being  appointed  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Guernfey.  Colonel  Jeffry  Amherft  is  the 
prefent  governor. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  on  occafion  of  a long 
drought,  the  monks  of  Rochefter  fet  out  to  go  in  pro- 
ceffion  to  Frindfbury,  to  pray  for  rain  ; but  the  day 
appointed  proving  very  windy,  they  apprehended  their 
lights  would  be  blown  out,  their  banners  tolled  about, 
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and  their  order  much  difcompofed  ; they  defired  leave 
therefore  of  the  mafter  of  Stroud  hofpital  to  pals 
through  the  orchard  of  his  houfe  j who  thinking  It  of 
no  cohfequence,  gave  leave,  without  the  confent  of 
his  brethren.  They  underftanding  this,  and  remem- 
bering, that  the  holpital  was  of  the  foundation  of  Gil- 
bert, fometime  billiop  of  Rochefter,  whom  the  monks 
predcceflbrs  had  refilled  in  the  ereftion  of  it,  and  fearing 
chefe  would  attempt  an  injury  to  their  privileges,  hav- 
ing hired  a company  of  ribalds,  armed  with  clubs  and 
bats,  waylaid  them  in  the  orchard,  alTaulted,  beat,  and 
put  them  to  flight.  After  w'hich  though  the  monks 
defifted  from  going  that  way,  yet  they  obliged  the  men 
of  Frindfbury  to  come  yearly  on  Whit- Monday  in  pro- 
ceflion,  with  their  clubs,  to  Rochefter,  as  a pennance 
for  their  crime.  Hence  came  the  bye-word  of  Frindf- 
bury-clubs,  and  moft  probably  the  cuftom  which  the 
boys  of  Rochefter  and  Strood  had,  of  meeting  on  May- 
day  yearly,  on  the  bridge  of  Rochefter  with  clubs,  and 
there  fl-tirniiftiing  with  each  other." 

This  parifli  ought  antiently,  with  others  in  this 
neighbourhood,  to  have  contributed  to  the  repair  of 
the  firft  pier  of  Rochefter- bridge. 

Frindsbury,  with  its  appendages,  jTflingham, 
Bromheye,  Chatindone,  Thornden,  &c.  was  given  to 
the  church  of  Rochefter  by  the  feveral  reigning  kings 
during  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  between  the  years  764 
and  789,  of  whom  OfFa,  king  of  the  Mercians,  was 
the  chief  beneflidlor,  who  gave  to  it  twenty  plough 
lands,  lying  in  .(Tlflingham,  by  which  name  this  parifh 
feems  at  that  time  to  have  been  defcribed.^ 

Thefe  eftates  were  wrefted  from  the  church  of  Ro- 
chefter in  the  troublefome  times,  which  Icon  after  fol- 
lowed by  reafon  of  the  Danifli  wars.  They  came  after- 
wards into  the  poftefllon  of  Harold,  and  on  the  acceflion 

® l.amb.  Peramb.  p.  396.  MSS.  Hift.  Rochefter,  by  F.  Head. 
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of  William  the  Conqueror,  were  given  by  him  among 
other  eftates  to  Odo,  bilhop  of  Baieux,  his  half  bro- 
j-her,  but  archbifhop  Lanfranc  recovered  them  acrain, 
in  the  folemn  aflembly  held  at  Pinenden- heath,  in 
1076,'’  and  afterwards' reftored  them  to  bilhop  Gun- 
dulph,  and  the  church  of  St.  Andrew  ; which  mft  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  archbifhop  Anfelm,‘^and  by 
feveral  of  his  fucceffors,  archbifhops  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  general  furvey  of  Domefday,  Frindfbury  is 
thus  defcribed  under  the  title  of  I’erra ' Epi  Rovecejire^ 
L e.  the  lands  of  the  bifhopof  Rochefter,  as  follows 

^he  fame  bijbop  (of  Rochefier)  holds  Frandefberie 
It  was  taxed  in  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confefj'or 
at  10  fulingSy  and  now  at  [even.  Tthe  arable  land  is  15 
carucates.  In  demefne  there  are  5 carucatesy  and  40 
villeins y with  xZ  borderers,  having  ii  carucates.  There 
is  a church  and  9 fervantSy  and,  i mill  of  \n  fhilUngSy 
and  40  acres  of  meadow.  IVood  for  the  pannage  of  5 
hogs.  In  the  time  of  king  Edward  the  Confejfory  and 
afterwardsy  it  was  worth  8 pounds,  and  now  2 5 pounds. 
What  Richard  held  in  his  lowy  was  worth  i o [hillings . 

And  a little  further  in  the  fame  furvey  : 

In  Rochejier  the  bifhop  had,  and  yet  has,  four  and 
twenty  plats  of  ground,  which  belong  to  Frandefberie  and 
Boreflale,  his  qzvn  manors.  In  the  time  of  king  Edzvard 
the  ConfeJJbr,  and  ofteTzvards,  they  zvere  zvorth  three 
pounds,  now  they  are  zvorth  eight  pounds,  and  yet  they. 
yield  yearly  eleven  pounds,  and  thirteen  [hillings  and  four 
pence. 

Gundulph,  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  who  was  cleifted  to 
that  fee  in  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  having  after  the 
example  of  archbifliop  Lanfranc,  divided  the  revenues 
of  his  church  between  himfelf  and  the  convent,^  al- 
lotted the  manor  of  Frindfbury,  with  its  appendages, 
to  the  fhare  of  the  monks,  and  it  was  confirmed  to  the 
church  of  Rochefter,  and  the  monks  there,  by  king 
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Henry  T.  king  Stephen  and  king  Henry  II.  and  by 
feveral  archbilhops  of  Canterbury,  and  bifliop  of 
Rochefter. 

On  bilhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill’s  coming  to  the  fee 
of  Rochefter  in  1 185,  the  bifhop  claimed  this  manor, 
with  its  appendages,  among  other  premifes  given  to 
them  by  bifliop  Gundulph,  as  belonging  to  the  main- 
tenance of  his  table,  to  which  the  monks  were  at  laft 
forced  to  fubmit.  In  confequence  of  which,  though 
he  wrefted  the  advowfon  of  the  church  of  Frindfbury 
from  them,  yet  they  continued  in  poflcfilon  of  the  ma- 
nor, with  its  appendages,  till  the  diflblution  of  the 
priory  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 

In  the  yth  year  of  king  Edward  I,  the  bidiop  of  Ro- 
chefter claimed  certain  liberties  by  the  grant  of  king 
Henry  I.  in  all  his  lands  and  fees  ; and  others  by  an- 
tient  cuftom,  in  the  lands  of  the  priory  in  Frendelberi, 
as  well  as  in  all  other  lands  belonging  to  the  church. 
All  which  were  then  allowed  him  by  the  jury.*  As 
they  w'ere  likewife  in  the  21ft  year  of  that  reign,  and 
in  the  7th  year  of  king  Edward  II.  to  Thomas  de 
Woldham,  bilhop  of  Rochefter ; and  they  were  con- 
firmed by  letters  of  tnfpeximuSy  granted  by  king  Ed- 
ward III.  July  13,  in  his  30th  year.* 

In  the  2 ift  year  of  the  fame  reign,  upon  z.  q ,o  war- 
rantOy  the  prior  of  Rochefter  claimed  that  he  and  his 
predeceflbrs  had  in  the  manor  of  Frendefbery,  &c.  view 
of  frank-pledge,  and  all  matters  belonging  to  it,  from 
beyond  memory  ; and  that  thefe  liberties  had  been 
iifed  without  interruption.  All  which  were  allowed  by 
the  jury,  &c. 

That,  as  to  pleas  of  the  crown,  a market,  fair,  gal- 
lows, and  other  liberties  in  this  parifh,  he  neither  had, 
nor  did  ever  claim  them  j and  as  to  free-warren,  he 
claimed  it  by  grant  of  king  Henry  I.  and  faid  that  he 
and  his  predeceftbrs  had  the  fame  in  this  and  other  pa- 

- * Reg.  RofT.  p.  86.  ‘ Ibid.  p.  112,  663. 
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Hfhes  from  the  time  of  the  faid  grant.  But  the  jury 
found,  that  neither  he  nor  they  had  ufed  it  in  this  pa* 
rifli ; therefore  it  was  determined,  that  it  fhould  re- 
main without  the  liberty  of  it. 

King  Edwaid  I.  by  his  charter,  in  his  23d  year, 
granted  to  the  \)tior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  free- 
warren  in  all  their  demefne  lands  of  this  manor ; fo 
that  no  one  (hould  enter  on  them,  either  to  hunt  or 
to  take  any  thing  which  belonged  to  warren,  without 
the  licence  and  good  will  of  them  and  their  fucceflbrs 
on  the  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds."  * 

In  the  15th  year  of  king  Edward  I.  this  manor,  with 
its  appendages.  Strode,  Chetyndone,  and  Rede,  was 
taxed  at  24!.  6s.  8d.  which  latter  was  antiendy  called 
La  Rede,  and  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons  Hreodham. 

On  the  diflblution  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  in  the 
32d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  the  manor  of  Frindf- 
bury,  with  its  appendages,  the  manors  of  Chatindon 
and  Rede-court,  and  other  premifes  in  this  parifti, 
were  furrendered,  with  the  other  pofleftions  of  it,  into 
the  king’s  hands,  who  prefently  after,  in  his  33d' year, 
fettled  the  manor  of  Frindfbur}’'  and  Rede-coiirt,  with 
other  premifes  in  this  parifti,  on  his  new-founded  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  the  inheritance 
of  them  continue  at  this  time. 

The  leflee  of  the  manor  of  Frindfbury  is  Philip  Bog- 
hurft,  efq.  whofe  father  of  the  fame  name  ereded  the 
commodious  and  fubftantial  court-lodge,  fituated  near 
the  church,  and  the  leflee  of  the  manor  of  Rede- 
court is  Mr.  John  Boghurft,  of  Stroud. 

The  manor  of  iEsLiNOHAM  becoming  part  of 
the  pofleflTions  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,  as  before- 
mentioned,  was  afterwards  given  by  Gundulphi  biftiop 
of  it,  to  Godfrey  Talbot,  but  he  refer ved  the  whole 
tithes  of  it  to  the  ufe  of  his  monks.  After  which,  this 
manor  came  into  the  family  of  St.  Clere. 

“ Rot.  Cart,  ejusan.  No.  7.  Reg.  RofF.  p.  388. 
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John,  bifhop  of  Rochcfter,  about  the  time  of  king 
Stephen,  dedicated  the  chapel  of  Heflingham  in  honor 
of  St.  Peter,  and  endowed  it  with  all  liberties  and  cuf- 
toins,  which  it  had  from  the  time  of  bifliop  Gundulph, 
his  predeceflbr,  from  the  gifts  made  by  Hugh  de  St. 
Clere  and  his  family,  and  from  the  tithes  of  all  his  de- 
mefnes  of  the  land,  which  he  held  of  the  fee  of  the  bi- 
fhop of  Rochefter,  at  the  time  the  chapel  was  dedi- 
cated, from  which  lands  the  monks  of  the  church  of 
Rochefterhad  yearly  ten  fliillings,  which  were  received 
by  thofe  who  had  the  care  of  the  manor  of  Frindfbury  ; 
and  the  mother  church  of  the  manor  had  likewifc 
yearly  thirty  flieaves  of  wheat,  thirty  of  barley,  and 
thirty  of  oats,  on  account  of  the  fepulture  of  the  fer- 
vants,  who  fliould  die  of  the  family  of  Hugh  be- 
fore-mentioned, or  his  heirs ; but  if  the  lord  of  Efe- 
lingham,  his  wife,  his  fon,  or  his  daughter  Ihould  die, 
and  be  brought  to  the  mother  church  of  St.  Andrew, 
although  the  profits  of  his  chapel  fhould  be  leflened  by 
it,  they  flmuld  be  buried  there.  And  the  bifhop  fur- 
ther granted,  that  the  lord  of  Efelingham  fhould  freely 
have  fuch  chaplain  as  he  thought  fit  in  his  houfe,  to 
maintain  at  his  own  table,  in  like  manner  as  it  was 
knovnto  be  in  the  time  of  Gundulph,  Ralph,  Ernulf, 
and  John,  bifhops  of  Rochefter,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
dedication. 

In  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.  the  fame  John  de  St. 
Clere  held  this  manor,  as  one  knight’s  fee,  of  the  bi- 
fhop of  Rochefter.'^  After  which  William  de  Bramp- 
ton and  Alicia  de  Efelyngham  held  it,  and  their  heirs 
paid  refpcclive  aid  for  it,  as  one  knight’s  fee,  in  the 
20th  year  of  king  Edward  III. 

William  de  Halden  died  pofTcffed  of  this  manor  in 
the  5 1 ft  year  of  that  reign.  After  which  it  came  into 
the  family  of  Neal,  who  had  good  eftates  about  Higham, 
and  from  thence  into  that  of  Rykeld,  or  Rikhill,  as  the 

*■  Book  of  Knight’s  Fees  in  the  Exchequer. 
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name  came  afterwards  to  be  Ipelcj  one  of  whom,  John 
Rikhill,  held  his  llirlevalty  at  his  manor-hoiifc  of 
Eflingham,  in  the  jd  year  of  king  Henry  Vi.  bearing 
for  his  arms,  gules^  two  bars  argent.^  between  three  an~ 
nulets^  or.^  His  defeendant,  Thomas  Rikhill,  alienated 
it  to  R.  Frogenhall,  whole  heir  palTed  it  away  by  fale 
to  Audley,  and  Filher,  and  they  fold  it  to  Sir  Thomas 
Cromwell,  who  was  afterwards,  anno  27  king  Henry 
VIII.  for  his  fervices  in  the  fupprellion  of  the  religious 
houfes,  created  lord  Cromwell,  of  Okeham,  in  Rut- 
landfhire.  He  w'as  the  fon  of  a blackfmith,  at  Putney, 
in  Surry,  and  had  been  a common  foldier  under  the 
duke  of  Bourbon,  at  the  facking  of  Rome  ; on  his  re- 
turn home,  he  was  entertained  in  the  fervice  of  cardinal 
Wolfey,  to  whom  he  proved  fo  acceptable  for  his  dex- 
terous management  ol  particular  matters,  which  the 
cardinal  had  then  in  hand,  that  he  raifed  him  from  ob- 
feurity,^  and  paved  the  way  for  his  attaining  thofe  great 
and  eminent  dignities  and  titles  he  afterwards  polTelTed. 
In  the  23d  yea^r  of  king  Henry  VIII.  which  was  after 
the  cardinal’s  difgrace,  he  was  made  a privy-counfellor, 
and  mafter  of  the  jewel-houfe,  the  next  year  clerk  of 
the  hanaper,  and  in  the  26th  year  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate,^  and  mafter  of  the  rolls. 
After  which,  for  his  artful  management  in  the  diflblu- 
tion  of  the  monafterics,  in  which  he  was  the  chief  agent, 
he  was  made  keeper  of  the  privy  feal,  and  foon  after 
created  lord  Cromwell,  as  above-mentioned.^ 

After  which,  though  a layman,  he  was  conftituted 
the  king’s  vicar-general,  over  all  fpiritualties  under 
himfelf,  and  afterwards  obtained  from  the  king  large 
and  extenfive  grants  of  the  lands  late  belonging  to  fe- 
veral  religious  houfes.  In  the  3 1 ft  year  of  the  fame 
reign,  he  procured  his  lands  in  this  county  to  be 
difgavelled  by  act  of  parliament,  and  v/as  further  ad- 
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vancecl  to  the  dignity  of  earl  of  Eflex,  and  quickly  af- 
ter knight  of  the  garter,  and  lord  high  chamberlain  of 
England. 

But  this  hafly  rife  to  fo  high  a pinnacle  of  honor  was 
as  fuddenly  fucceeded  by  his  ruin  ; for  next  year  on  the 
king’s  difpleafure,  on  account  of  his  having  been  the 
chief  advifer  of  his  marriage  with  the  lady  Ann  of  Cleves, 
he  was  arreftcd  at  the  council-table,  and  committed  to 
the  tower,  and  being  convifled  of  high  treafon,  he  was 
condemned  unheard,  and  almoft  unpitied,  and  beheaded 
pn  Tower-hill/ 

On  his  attainder  the  manor  of  ^Eflingham  came  to 
the  crown,  at  which  time  it  confifted  of  the  manfion 
and  buildings,  with  the  demefne  lands,  a fifliery  on  the 
river  Medway,  and  the  reftory  ofiflingham,  with  all 
tithes  of  corn,  oblations  and  emoluments  belonging  to 
it,  parcel  of  the  manor  ; the  fee  of  all  which  continued 
in  the  crown  till  queen  Elizabeth  granted  it  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Drury,  of  Norfolk,  one  of  whole  defendants,  in 
the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  alienated  it  to  Henry 
Clerke,  efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  and  recorder  of  Rochefterj 
whofe  defendant,  Gilbert  Clerke,  efq.  of  Derbylhire^ 
alienated  it  to  Mr.  Thomas  Bell,  of  Chatham,  whofe 
fon,  Mawdiftly  Beft,  efq.  died  pofTeffed  of  it  in  1744, 
and  by  his  will  devifed  this  manor  to  his  fecond  fon, 
Mr.  James  Beft,  of  Chatham,  who  died  in  1782,  and 
his  eldeft  fon,  Thomas  Beft,  efq.  of  Boxley,  is  the  pre- 
fent  owner  of  it. 

The  ESTATE,  called  Bromhey,  or  men- 

tioned before  to  have  been  given  to  the  church  of  Ro- 
chefter,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  was  the 
gift  of  Egeberht,  king  of  Kent,  in  the  years  778  and 
779,  which  was  confirmed  afterwards  by  Offa,  king  of 
Mercia,  and  was  faid  to  be  fituated  within  the  limits  of 
the  caftle,  called  Hrofecaefter,  having  on  the  eaft, 
Wuodafleet,  and  on  the  north  a marfe  called  Scaga, 
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which  the  water  of  Jaenladc  furrounded.*  This  eftatc 
feems  afterwards  to  have  been  divided.  Part  of  it  re- 
mained,  as  appears  by  different  records  in  the  pofl'effion 
of  tlie  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  for  Richard  de  Greenftrect, 
in  confidcration  of  one  marc  fterling,  granted  to  Tho- 
mas, bifliop  of  Rochefter,  and  his  fuccelfors,  certain 
land  in  the  manor  of  Bromhei,  adjoining  to  the  bifliop’s 
barn  there,*'  and  in  the  year  1337,  bifliop  Hamo  de 
Hethe  repaired,  at  great  expence,  his  grange  at 
Brumheye.'' 

Another  part  of  this  eftate  was  granted  to  the  family 
of  Cobhain,  of  Cobham,  in  this  neighbourhood,  by 
the  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  to  hold  of  him  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  and  a third  part  was  in  the  poflfcflion  of  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  as  appears  by  the  Book 
of  Aid  taken  in  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  at 
which  time  Sir  John  de  Cobham,  and  the  prior  of  Ro- 
chefter,  held  half  a knight’s  fee  in  Bromhege, 

Sir  Johnde  Cobham  held  his  part  of  the  bifliop  of 
Rochefter  as  before-mentioned,  and  his  defcendant, 
John,  lord  Cobham,  died  pofTcfTed  of  it,  by  the  name 
of  the  manor  of  Bromhei,  in  the  9th  year  of  king 
Henry  IV.  fince  which  I imagine  this  eftate,  which  has 
for  many  years  loft  its  antient  name,  has  paflTed,  in  like 
manner  as  Cobham-hall,  to  the  right  honorable  John, 
earl  of  Darnley,  part  of  whofc  polTeflions  in  thisparifli 
it  now  remains. 

It  appears  by  the  Textus  Roffenjis,  that 'there  was 
once  a chapel  at  this  place,  bifliop  Thomas  de  Wold- 
ham,  by  his  will,  in  1316,  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of 
this  chapel  of  Bromhei  eight  marcs. 

Chattenden  is  an  eftate  in  thisparifli,  which  was 
once  accounted  an  appendage  to  the  manor  of  Frindf- 
bury,  and  was  as  fuch  given  with  it  to  the  church  of 
Rochefter,  in  the  time  of  the  Saxon  heptarchy,  and  rer 

* Text.  Roff.  p.  88,  ^ Reg.  Roff.  p.  193, 

Wharton’s  Ang.  Sacr.  vol.  i.  p.  374, 
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mained  part  of  the  poflcffions  of  the  priory  at  its  diifo- 
lution  in  the  jid  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  this 
manor,  with  the  reft  of  the  pofleflions  of  the  priory  was 
furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  that  year  granted 
the  manor  of  Chartenden,  and  its  appurtenances,  to  Sir 
George  Brooke,  lord  Cobham,  fince  which  it  has  de- 
feended  in  like  manner  as  Cobham-hall,  and  the  reft  of 
the  late  duke  of  Richmond’s  eftates,  which  in  this  pa- 
rifli  conhfted  of  650  acres  of  land,  to  the  right  honora- 
ble John,  earl  of  Dafnley,  the  prefent  owner  of  it. 

William  de  Hoo,  prior  of  St.  Andrew’s,  Rochefter, 
having  for  two  years  endured  much  ilf  ufage,  for  not 
confenting  to  alienate  the  wood  of  Chetindone,  changed 
his  habit  and  died  a monk  at  Woborne.** 

Luke  de  Hores,  with  the  confent  of  his  heirs, 
granted  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  to  the 
increafe  of  their  manor  of  Frindlbury,  land  at  Che- 
tingdune,  called  the  land  of  Eilric  Bifhop.  In  exchange 
for  which  they  granted  to  him  four  acres  of  meadow  in 
Stodbroc,  adjoining  in  length  againft  the  ditch  of 
Stroud -hofpital. 

Goddington,  alias  Waltons^  but  more  properly 
WattonSi  is  an  eftate,  lying  partly  in  this  parifb,  and 
partly  in  Stroud,  which,  as  appears  by  the  efeheat  rolls, 
was  once  reputed  a manor.  In  the  20th  year  of  king 
Edward  III.  Simon  Godyngton  paid  aid  for  this  manor 
as  half  a knight’s  fee,  which  Alan  de  Godyngton  be- 
fore held  in  Frindfbury  and  Stroud,  of  Jeffry  de  Sco- 
land,  and  he  of  the  earl  of  Leiceftcr.  This  eftate  feems 
afterwards  to  have  been  divided,  part  of  it  compre- 
hending the  manor  and  part  of  the  demefne  lands  lying 
in  the  parifb  of  Strood,  came  into  the  pofieflion  of  the 
priory  of  Rochefter,  as  will  be  further  mentioned  un- 
der that  parifh,  and  the  other  part,  which  included  the 
manfion,  with  part  of  the  demefne  lands  fituated  near 

^ Reg.  RofF.  p.  125.  He  was  elected  prior  in  1239.  Whar- 
ton’s Ang.  Sacr.  vol. i.  p.  349,  393, 
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Frindfbury  church,  came  afterwards  into  the  family  of 
Charles,  one  of  whom,  Robert  Charles,  had  been  pof- 
lelTed  of  land  about  Hilden,  in  Tunbridge,  and  was 
bailiff  of  the  foreft  there  to  Robert  de  Clare,  earl  of 
Gloucefter,  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  I.“  In  this 
name  it  continued  down  to  Richard  Charles,  of  Ad- 
^ dington,  who  dying  without  male  iffue,  in  the, nth 
year  of  king  Richard  II.  his  two  daughters,  Alice,  wife 
of  William  Snaith,  defcendcd  from  William  de  Snaith, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  tlie  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  and  Joane,  wife  of  Richard  Ormefkirk,  be- 
came his  coheirs. 

On  the  divifion  of  their  inheritance,  this  eftate  be- 
came  the  property  of  WillianvSnaith,  who  was  in  his 
wife’s  right  pofleffor  of  Addington,  and  afterwards  flie- 
riff  of  Kent  in  the  9th  year  of  king  Henry  IV.  He 
died  poflefled  of  it  in  1409,  leaving  Alice,  his  foie 
daughter  and  heir,  married  to  Robert  Watton,  efq. 
ivho  thenceforward  refided  at  Addington,  in  her  right. 
His  defendants  continued  in  poffelTion  of  Goddington, 
holding  it  of  the  king,  as  of  his  duchy  of  Lancaffer,  by 
knights  fervice,^  till  William  Watton,  efq.  of  Adding- 
ton, in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  alienated  it  to 
Francis  Barrell,  efq.  ferjeant  at  law,  and  recorder  of 
the  city  of  Rochefter,  who  bore  for  his  arms,  Ermine.^ 
on  a chief  [able  three  talbots  heads  erafed  of  the  field. 

He  was  elefted  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  city  of 
Rochefter,  in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Charles  II.  and 
dying  in  1679,  buried  in  Rochefter  cathedral,  as 
were  his  feveral  defendants.  By  Anne  Somer,  his 
wife,  who  died  in  1707,  he  left  three  fons;  Francis 
his  heir,  of  whom  hereafter  ; Henry,  who  was  chapter 
clerk  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  and  died  in 
1754  unmarried  ; and  Edmund,  who  was  prebendary 
of  Rochefter,  &c.  and  died  in  1765. 

* Rot.  Efch.  No.  34.  Philipott,  p.  153. 

[ Rot.  Efch.  an.  15  and  17  king  Henry  VIII. 
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Francis  Barrell,  efq.  the  fon  and  heir,  was  of  Ro- 
chefter,  which  city  lie  reprefented  in  the  laft  parliament 
of  king  William’s  reign.  He  died  in  1724,  leaving 
by  Anne  Kitchell,  his  wife,  who  died  before  him  in 
jyiy,  one  fon  and  heir,  Francis,  and  four  daughters; 
Anne,  who  died  unmarried  in  1780,  and  Catherine, 
w'ho  married  Jofiah  Marfliall,  efq.  Frances,  wife  of  Mr. 
John  Page,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  the  Rev.  W’illiam 
Louth,  prebendary  of  Winchefter,  and  elder  brother  to 
the  late  bifliop  of  London.  Francis  Barrell,  efq.  the 
fon,  married,  firft,  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pearfe, 
efq.  of  Rochefter,  by  whom  he  left  two  furviving  daugh- 
ters, who  will  be  further  mentioned  hereafter;  fecondly, 
Frances,  daughter  of  Thomas  Bovvdlcr,  elq.  who  died  in 
1736;  and  thirdly,  Frances,  daughter  and  at  length  co- 
heir of  William  Hanbury,  efq.  of  Herefordfliire,  by 
whom  only  he  had  one  fon,  Francis,  who  died  beforehim, 
set.  17,  in  1755  i fo  that  his  two  daughters,  by  his  firft 
wife,  who  furvived  him,  became  his  coheirs,  viz.  Anne, 
married  to  the  Rev.  Francis  Dodfworth,  vicar  of  Dod  - 
dington,  in  this  county,  treafurer  of  Salilbury,  and  pre- 
bendary of  York,  &c.  and  Catherine,  married  to  the 
Rev.  Frederick  Dodfworth,  brother  of  the  former. 

But  this  eftate  of  Goddington  was  devifed  by  the 
will  of  Mr.  Serjeant  Barrell,  who  died  in  1679,  to  his 
fecond  fon,  Mr.  Henry  Barrell,  who  dying  unmarried 
in  1754,  gave  it  by  will  to  his  nephew,  Francis  Barrell, 
efq.  for  his  life,  with  remainder  to  his  niece,  Catherine, 
wife  of  Jofiah  Marfhall,  efq.  and  her  heirs  for  ever. 
Her  eldeft  fon,  the  Rev.  Edmund  Marfhall,  vicar  of 
Charing,  fold  it  in  1780  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ayres,  who 
rebuilt  the  houfe,  and  dying  in  1796,  gave  it  by  will 
to  his  niece,  Mary  Anne  Hopkins,  who  fold  it  to 
George  Gunning,  efq.  the  prelent  poireffor  of  it. 

The  manor  of  Wainscot,  alias  Parlabiens-yoke^ 
was  antiently  the  eftate  of  a family  of  the  name  of 
Parlabien,  who  in  the  reign  of  king  Edward  II.  had 
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pofiTeflions  both  here  and  at  Kedbrook  by  Charlton,  in 
this  county.  Soon  after  which  it  came  to  the  Cole- 
pepers,  of  Aylesford,  in  which  family  it  continued  till 
Sir  Thomas  Colepeper,  about  the  end  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth’s reign,  alienated  it  to  Edward  Randolph,  whole 
heir  fold  it  to  Somers,  of  St.  Margaret’s,  Rochefter, 
who  was  defcended  from  William  Somer,  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VI.  and 
poITefled  much  land  in  the  hundred  of  Hoo.  They 
bore  for  their  arms,  Fert,  afejs  dancette  ermine. 

His  fon,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  alienated  it 
to  Mr.  Robinfon,^  of  Rochefter,  whence  it  pafled  by 
fale  to  Mr.  Henry  Golding,  of  Upper  Hailing,  whofc 
heirs  fold  this  manor  to  Francis  Brooke,  efq.  of  Town 
Mailing,  who  died  in  1782,  and  by  his  will  gave  it  to 
his  nephew  Jofeph  Brooke,  efq.  of  Town  Mailing,  and 
he  fold  it  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Holme,  as  he  did  to 
Mr.  John  Boghurft,  the  prefent  owner  of  it.  There 
is  a court-leet  and  court-baron  held  for  this  manor. 

There  was  an  eftate  in  this  parifli  called  Thornden, 
or  ^horninduney  which  was  held  of  the  manor  of  Frindf- 
bury,  by  the  wife  of  Robert  Latimer. 

The  monks  of  St.  Andrew’s  claimed  the  reverfion 
of  this  eftate  at  her  death,  but  (he  affirmed  that  the 
inheritance  of  it  belonged  to  her  kindred.  However, 
before  her  death,  fhe  gave  it  up,  with  all  that  ftie  had 
upon  it,  to  the  monks,  to  be  poflefled  by  them  for  ever, 
placing  at  the  fame  time  the  grant  of  it  from  bifhop 
Gundulph,  on  the  altar  of  St.  Andrew,  for  which  the 
monks  gave  her  fixty  (hillings,  and  promifed  her  be- 
fides,  food  and  cloathing  fo  long  as  (he  fliould  live, 
food  from  the  celerer,  as  much  as  for  one  monk,  and 
one  diffi  of  flelh  four  days  in  the  week  j and  cloathing 
ftom  the  chamberlain,  honorable,  fuch  as  became  her 
' age  and  perfon,  and  to  fuch  man  and  maid  feryant,  as 
Ihe  (hould  have,  fuch  food  as  the  reft  of  the  fervants 

« Philipott,  p.  153.  Text.  Roff.  p.  19S. 
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of  the  church  had ; and  further,  they  gave  her  twenty 
fhilHngs  yearly  to  pay  their  wages,  and  cloath  them, 
and  procure  other  neceflaries  for  herfelf,  and  when  fhe 
died  the  convent  agreed,  that  they  would  bury  her,  and 
keep  her  anniverfary  yearly. 

CHARITIES. 

"Robert  Gunsley,  and  the  parish  of  Frindsbury, 
jointly  pinchafed  by  deed  in  1632,  a mill  and  twenty-feven  acres 
of  land  in  Hoo,  from  the  yearly  produce  of  which  the  yearly  fum 
of  il.  1 3s.  to  be  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  church,  the  remain- 
der to  the  poor  in  bread,  vefted  in  the  minifter  and  overfeers,  of 
the  annual  produce  of  5I.  los. 

Philip  Staines  gave  by  will,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  lands 
vefled  as  above,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  3I.  2?. 

John  Woodgrene  gave,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  lands  and 
tenements,  vefted  as  above,  and  of  the  annual  produce  of  5I.  los. 
blit  fubjeft  to  repairs. 

Richard  Watson  gave  by  will,  to  be  divided  among  twelve 
of  the  pooreft  perfons  in  the  parifli,  a tenement,  vefted  as  above, 
of  the  annual  produce  of  9I.  fubjed  to  repairs. 

A PERSON  UNKNOWN,  gave  fcven  acres  of  land  in  this  parifti, 
the  rent  accruing  from  which  has  alwayt  been  expended  in  repair- 
ing the  church. 

Bowham  Pennistone  gave  an  acre  of  land  near  Upnor,  to- 
wards the  fame  nfe. 

The  rent  of  the  Green,  containing  one  acre,  was  given  to 
repair  the  church. 

Frindsbury  is  within  the  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction of  the  diocefezT\d  of -Rochefter. 

At  the  time  of  Gundulph’s  coming  to  the  fee  of  Ro- 
chefter,  anno  1075,  was  no  church  here,  but 

there  was  not  long  afterwards  one  built  of  ftone  by 
Paulinus,  facrift  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,*'  who 
ornamented  it  with  books,  veftments,  &c. 

The  prefent  church  of  Frindfbury,  which  however 
bears  no  marks  of  any  deep  antiquity,  is  dedicated  to 
All  Saints.  It  confifts  of  two  ifles  and  a chancel,  with  a 
fpire  fteeple  at  the  weft  end,  in  which  is  a peal  of  five  bells 


^ Reg.  Rolf.  p.  118. 
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and  a fmall  one.  Richard  Young,  bifhop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  in  king  Henry  the  Vth’s  reign,  caufed  feveral  win- 
dows to  be  made  in  this  church,  and  wficn  Lambarde 
wrote  his  perambulation,  the  picture  of  this  prelate  was 
remaining  in  one  of  the  windows.  The  font  is  a curious 
piece  of  gothic  ai  chitedture. 

Among  other  monuments  and  inferiptions  in  this  church  are 
the  following : — In  the  chancel , on  the  north  wall,  a monument 
for  William  Watfon,  gent,  and  Rofe  his  wife,  the  parents  of 
Robert  Watfon,  efq.  alfo  Katherine- Rebecca,  Joane,  Mary  and 
Ifabella,  wives  of  the  laid  Robert,  placed  here  by  the  fon  and 
hulband  in  1673,  above,  the  arms  of  Watfon,  Barry  of  fix  ar- 
gent and  gules,  three  crelcents  ermine  on  a chief  of  the  fecond, 
two  tilt  fpears,  their  heads  broken  olf  in  faltier,  or,  and  the  fame 
with  impalements  ; a memorial,  having  fable,  an  eagle  difplayed, 
or,  on  a chief  azure,  bordered  argent,  a chevron  between  tu  o 
crefeents  above,  and  a rofe  below,  or,  for  Robert  Mynors,  efq. 
governor  of  Upnor-callle,  obt.  1694.  In  the  nave,  memorials 
for  the  Fowlers,  Couchman,  Kidwells,  Grangers,  Almonds,  Nafii, 
and  others.  In  the  fouth  ijle,  a monument,  with  azure,  a dolphin 
imbowed  argent,  naiant,  argent  between  three  efcaliop  flielis,  or, 
for  Ffenry  Needier,  gent,  obt,  1661  ; another  for  Robert  Oliver, 
gent.  obt.  1666;  on  the  weft  walla  monument  for  Thomas  But- 
ler, who  ferved  queen  Elizabeth  in  England,  France  and  Spain, 
&c.  anno  1621,  Dennis,  his  wife^  anno  1607,  and  Margaret,  his 
wife,  1617.' 

John,  bidiop  of  Rocheller,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  II.  gave  this  church,  together  v/ith  the  chapel 
of  Strodes  belonging  to  it,  and  all  lands  and  tithes,  to 
the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  in  Rochefter,  towards  the 
finding  of  lights  there,  and  on  condition  that  the  fa- 
crids''^  of  it  fliould  give  after  his  death,  for  the  good  of 
his  foul,  yearly,  on  tlie  day  of  his  anniverfary,  one  mark 
of  filverj  to  buy  bread  to  be  didributed  to  the  poor, 
which  was  confirmed  by  pope  Celedine  II.  with  licence 
to  appropriate  it  to  the  ule  of’  their  almonry.  Walter, 
bilhop  of  Rocheder,  foon  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of 
king  Henry  11.  confirmed  this  grant,  together  with  the 

‘ See  the  monuments  and  inferiptions  more  at  large  in  Reg. 
Roff.  p.  737.  Sacrijlariinin.  orig. . 
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free  difpofition  of  the  church,  and  the  prefentation  of  ;* 
the  vicarage,  but  bifhop  Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  who  came 
to  the  fee  in  1185,  finding  the  revenues  of  his  bifhopric 
impoverifhed  by  thefe  gifts  of  his  predecefibrs  to  the 
priory,  re-alTumed  the  poffelTion  of  many  of  them, 
and  though  he  left  the  monks  in  pofleffion  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  this  church,  yet  he  annexed  the  advow- 
fon  of  the  vicarage  to  his  fee  again,  and  in  1193,  the 
bifhop,  with  the  confent  of  William,  archdeacon  of 
Rochefter,  then  redtor  of  this  church  of  Frindfbury, 
made  Strood  an  independent  parochial  diftridt. 

Bifhop  Lawrence  de  St.  Martin,  on  account  of  his 
great  expences  and  the  flendernefs  of  his  income,  in 
1256,  obtained  from  the  monks  the  appropriation, 
faving  to  them  an  annual  penfion  of  one  mark  from  it, 
(now  paid  to  the  dean  and  chapter)  and  all  tithes  within 
the  limits  of  it,  before  that  time  pofTefTed  by  them. 

This  was  confirmed  by  the  bulls  of  the  popes  Alex- 
ander and  Clement  IV.  and  by  cardinal  Ottobon,  the 
pope’s  legate,  who  allotted  it  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
bifhop’s  table  forever.' 

Bifiiop  Gundulph,  in  1091,  with  the  afient  of  arch- 
bifhop  Anfelm,  had  granted  to  the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drew’s, the  tithes  arifing,  as  well  from  the  food  of  their 
cattle,  as  from  their  agriculture,  within  the  manor  of 
Frindfoury,  and  others  within  his  diocefe,  to  the  ufe  of 
their  refedlory ; which  gift  was  confirmed  by  archbi- 
fhop  Theobald,  by  Ralph  Prior,  and  the  convent  of 
Canterbury,  by  Walter  Gilbert,  and  Henry,  bifhops 
of  Rochefter,  &c.  which  latter  further  granted  to  them 
the  fmall  tithes,  together  with  the  other  tithes  arifing 
from  their  manors  and  demefnes  in  Frindfbury,  and 
their  other  manors  within  his  diocefe,  according  to  for- 
mer cuftom.  All  which  was  confirmed  by  Richard, 
bifhop  of  Rochefter,  in  1280,  who  at  the  fame  time,  at 
the  inftance  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  made 

[ Reg.  RofF.  p.  66,  134,  528,  529. 
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enquiry,  by  a folemn  inquifition,  in  what  manner  the 
monks  ulcd  to  retain  tithes  in  their  manors,  and  in  what 
manner  theyufed  to  impart  them  tothe  panda  churches  j 
when  it  was  found,  that  the  paridi  cliurch  of  Frindfbury 
was  formerly  endowed,  in  the  name  of  a portion  of 
tithes,  in  land  called  Nelesfelde,  parcel  of  the  demefne 
land  of  the  manor  of  Frindfbury,  which  belonged  to 
that  church  ; and  that  they  gave  yearly,  in  the  time  of 
harveft,  to  the  church  in  the  name  of  tithe,  one  acre 
of  wheat,  one  acre  of  barley,  and  one  acre  of  oats  of 
middle  corn  ; but  of  wool,  or  the  produce  of  the  dairy, 
or  other  fmall  tithes,  the  church  did  not,  nor  had  ufed 
to  take  any  thing.  But  in  the  grange  of  Chatingdone, 
which  was  a member  of  the  manor  of  Frindfbury,  the 
church  took  only  the  whole  tithe  of  fheaves.  At  La 
Rede,  which  was  a member  of  it  likewife,  the  almoner 
of  the  priory  took,  as  had  been  ufed  of  antient  time, 
only  the  whole  tithe  of  dieavcs  But  that  the  church 
of  Frindfbury  did  not,  nor  had  ufed  to  take  any  thing 
there.  And  of  other  fmall  tithes,  as  well  as  of  the 
mills,  and  hay  in  the  manor  of  Frindfbury,  and  in  their 
other  manors,  the  parifli  church  did  not,  nor  ever  ufed 
to  take  any  thing ; and  he  decreed,  that  the  parifh 
church  of  Frindfbury  fhould  be  content  with  the  en- 
dowment of  the  aforefaid  land,  called  Nelesfelde,  with 
which  it  remained  endowed  of  antient  time  of  the  de- 
mefne land  of  the  manor,  in  the  name  of  tithes,  and 
of  the  three  acres  of  corn  in  the  time  of  harveft,  to 
be  taken  as  before-mentioned,  and  in  the  tithes  of 
fheaves  in  Chatingdone  only ; and  that  the  monks 
Ihould  have  and  retain  for  ever  all  other  tithes,  both 
great  and  fmall,  by  whatever  names  they  were  called, 
in  all  their  manors  and  peaces  within  his  diocefe,  the 
tithes  of  fheaves,  &:c.  in  each  of  them,  as  were  parti- 
cularly mentioned  in  his  inftrument,  only  excepted.  - 
All  which  was  confirmed  to  them,  as  well  as  the  for- 
mer grants  of  bifhops  Walter,  Gilbert,  and  Henry,  by 
John,  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  by  infpeximi{Sy  in  the 

year 
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year  1 28  r In  the  1 5th  year  of  Edward  I,  this  church 
was  valued  at  fixty  marcs,  and  the  vicarage  at  one  hundred 
fldllings.  In  the  33d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  the 
church,  with  the  chapel  of  Stroud,  was  taxed  at  fixty 
marcs.  And  in  a fubfequent  valuation,  the  church  of 
Frindlbury  was  valued  at  one  hundred  marcs.  In  the 
valuation  of  church  livings,  &c.  taken  in  1650,  it  was 
returned,  that  here  was  a vicarage  worth  forty  pounds 
per  annum,  but  then  fequeftered  ; and  alfo  one  chapel, 
which  belonged  to  the  manor  of  Iflingham,  and  was 
antiently  endowed  with  the  tithes  of  eight  fcore  acres 
of  land,  which  paid  only  to  the  parfon  of  the  parifli 
yearly,  three  copp  of  wheat,  three  copp  of  barley,  and 
three  copp  of  oats,  and  to  the  minifter  13s..  4d.  per 
annum,  and  that  the  laid  chapel  was  then  employed  as 
a barn. 

This  vicarage  is  valued  in  the  king’s  books  at 
lol.  3s.  I isd.  and  the  yearly  tenths  at  il.  4|d. 

The  parfonage  of  Frindlbury  and  advowfon  of  the 
vicarage,  Hill  continue  part  of  the  polTeflions  of  the 
billiopric  of  Rochefter.  The  endowment  of  the  vi- 
carage is  not  extant,  but  the  vicar  by  ufage,  is  entitled 
to  all  tithes,  except  thofe  of  corn  and  grain.  I'he  vi- 
carage houfe  is  fituated  at  an  inconvenient  diftance  from 
the  church,  and  not  in  a very  healthy  fituation,  there  are 
fifteen  acres  of  glebe  land.  The  regificr  does  not  be- 
gin till  1669. 

The  family  of  Watfon,  who  bore  for  their  arms, 
Barry  of  fix  argent  and  gules  ^ three  ere  [cents  ermine  on  a 
chief  of  the  fecond,  two  tilt-fpearsy  thtir  heads  broken 
off,  in  fattier,  or,  were  lelfees  of  this  parfonage  many- 
years.  William,  fon  of  John  Watfon,  of  Riverhall,  in 
Eflex,  fettled  in  this  parifli  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eli- 
zabeth, and  his  defeendants  continued  here  afterwards 
for  more  tliana  century." 

“ Reg.  RofF.  p.  91,  92..  " Viftn.  co  Kent,  1619. 

* 
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Gotceline  de  H^nherste  became  a monk  in 
the  priory  of  St.  Andrew  in  Rochefter,  and  gave  to  it 
on  that  account,  the  half  of  his  tithe  of  his  land  there, 
and  in  Friiidfbury.®  The  portion  of  tithes  feems  to 
have  remained  part  of  the  polTelTions  of  the  priory,  at 
its  dilTolution  in  the  3 2d  year  of  king  Henry  VIII.  who 
granted  it  next  year,  by  his  dotation  charter,  to  his  new 
erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  it 
now  continues. 

This  portion  of  tithes  is  commonly  called  Goldock's 
Portion,  and  arifes  out  of  certain  fields  in  the  parilhes  of 
Frindlbury  and  Stroud.  In  1650  thefe  tithes  were  va- 
lued at  10s.  and  the  yearly  referved  rent  was  2s/ 

The  heirs  of  Richard  Lee,  efq.  were  lately  leflees  of 
thefe  tithes  under  the  dean  and  chapter* 


CHURCH  OF  FRINDSBURY. 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  -^vhom  prefented. 
Byiiops  of  Rochejler 


o Text.  Roft.  p.  169. 
p Pari.  Surveys,  Lambeth  library, 
vo).  xiv. 

^ He  gave  his  confent  for  the  mak- 
ing the  chapel  of  Stroud  a parochial 
church.  Vide  Comber’s  Vindication 
of  Tythes,  vol.  i.  p.  233. 

«■  Reg.  Roff.  p.  571. 

» He  was  afterwards  reftor  of  Hin- 
ton, in  Northampton,  and  lies  buried 
in  the  latter  church. 


RECTORS. 

Ralf  before  1200. 

William,  about  1200.** 

VICARS. 

Thomas  Colyere,  in  1425.'' 
William  Sounder,  obt.  Feb.  2, 
1452.’ 

Walter  Holmes,  in  1626.* 

Henry Bearblock,  A.  M.  in  1630.“ 
Thomas  Johnfon,  A,  M.  inft.  16595 
obt.  1665.* 

John  Wywill,  obt.  1 704. 

Samuel  Gibfon,  refigned  1 720.* 

t In  1626  a difpenfation  pafled  for 
his  holding  this  vicarage  with  South- 
church,  in  Eflex.  Rym.  Feed.  vol. 
xviii.  p.  876. 

a Alfo  vicar  of  Higham.  MSS. 
Twyfden. 

w Father  of  Mr.  Johnfon,  vicar  of 
Cranbrook,  born  here  in  1662. 

* He  lies  buried  in  Stroud  church, 
and  died  Feb.  ro,  Reg*  Roff. 

P*  73S* 
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PATRONS,  to’c.  VICARS. 

BiJItoJts  of  Rochejier Thomas  Harris^  refigiied  i 726.’' 

Richard  Chajiman,  inft.  Auguft 
- 25,  1726,  obt,  1762.* 

— — Jocton,  1762,  1764. 
Francis  Taynton^  1 764,  refigned 

^779-  , ^ 

Robert  Foiintaine^  1779,  reUgned 
Januar\,  1788.“ 

W.  P.  Mf.n%ies,  A.  M.  January 
1788,  the  prefcnt  vicar.^ 


r He  was  prefented  co  Gtavefeiiid  and 
Northflect. 

z He  was  before  reAor  of  Swacliff, 
which  he  refigned  on  being  prefented 


to  this  vicarage,  and  was  afterwards 
minifier  of  Coblsam. 

* And  minor  canon  of  Rochetfer. 
b And  minor  canon  of  Rochefter. 


— 

STROUD. 

SOUTHWARD  from  Frindfbury  lies  Stroud, 
called  ill  the  Textus  Roffenfis,  Strodes. 

The  PARISH  lies  within  two  jurifdidtioiis,  one  of 
which  is  within  that  of  the  juftices  of  the  county-  at 
large,  and  the  other  within  that  of  the  bounds  of  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Rochefter  and  hundred  of 
the  fame,  the  two  divifions  being  known  by  the  names 
‘oi  Stroud  InfradSidi  Stroud  Extra-,  the  former  includes 
that  part  of  this  parifti  from  the  High-ftreet  of  Ro- 
chefter over  the  bridge  to  the  mill,  called  Stroud- 
mill,  including  the  lame,  and  from  thence  along  the 
High-ftreet,  at  the  right  hand  fide  thereof,  to  the 
lign  of  the  Angel,  and  fo  beyond  the  church  along 
the  high  road  to  the  crofs  way  leading  from  Rochefter 
to  Gravefend,  and  from  Cuxton  to  Frindfbury,  and 
thence  up  the  faid  way  leading  to  Frindfbury,  to  a 
houfe  once  called  the  Ship,  including  the  church  of 
Stroud,  and  fo  in  circuit  about,  and  including  all 
Littlcborough  or  Littlebury,  unto  the  city  of  Ro- 
chefter and  Medway  again."^ 


^ Kilburne’s  Survey,  p.  263.  Hiftory  of  Rochefter,  p.  257. 
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The  latter  rs  partly  within  the  jurifdlftion  of  the 
court,  held  for  the  hundred  of  Shamel,  and  partly 
within  that  of  the  manor  of  Stroud,  alias  Temple. 

This  parifh  is  fituated  for  the  moft  part  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  high  London  road  j the  river  Med- 
way is  its  eaftern  boundary  as  far  as  Cookftone,  near 
the  banks  of  which  is  the  manor  houfe  of  the  Tem- 
ple ; whence  it  rifes  up  the  hills  till  it  joins  the  parifh 
of  Cobham,  being  the  greateft  part  of  it  a chalky 
foil.  The  tow'n  of  Stroud,  through  which  the  high 
London  road  leads  over  Rochefter  bridge  to  Dover, 
is  fituated  at  the  northern  boundary  of  theparifli,  al- 
moft  adjoining  to  Frindfbury-ftreet,  and  on  the  eafl 
to  the  river  Medw'ay  and  Rochefter  bridge,  at  the 
foot  of  which  are  wharfs,  to  which  colliers  of  the 
largeft  burthens  are  brought  up,  and  fafely  moored. 
The  town  confifts  of  one  principal  ftreet,  having  the 
church  at  the  weft  end  of  it,  near  which  are  iome  re- 
mains of  the  hofpital  at  Newark.  The  inhabitants 
conllft  in  great  meafure  of  feafaring  men,  fiftiermen, 
and  of  oyfter  dredgers,  the  latter  being  conduced  by 
a Company  of  free  Dredgers,  eftablilhed  by  preferip- 
tion,  but  fubjedl  to  the  authority  and  government 
of  the  corporation  of  Rochefter ; a further  account 
of  which  will  be  given  in  the  next  volume,  in  the  de- 
feription  of  that  city. 

The  town  of  Stroud  is  much  improved  of  late  years 
in  the  buildings  of  it,  efpecially  by  the  act  of  parliament 
palfed  in  1769,  for  new  paving,  lighting,  and  watch- 
ing it ; tow'ards  the  expence  of  w'hich,  though  the  in- 
habitants of  Rochefter,  which  was  joined  in  the  fame 
adt,  were  fubjedted  to  the  annual  rate  of  one  ihilling 
in  the  pound  of  their  rack  rents,  thofe  of  Stroud,  in 
confideration  of  their  large  (hare  of  ftatute  work  be- 
longing  to  this  parifli,  were  fubjedted  only  to  nine- 
pence,  of  which  two  thirds  are  paid  by  the  landlords, 
and  one  third  by  the  tenants  ; befides  which  there  is 
a toll-gate  eredted  in  Stroud,  the  revenue  of  which  is 
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appropriated  to  this  work.  A confiderable  fair  Is  held 
annually  in  this  town  on  Auguft  26,  by  grant,  to  the 
priory  of  Rochefter,  from  king  John,  in  his  yth  year. 
It  continues  for  three  days.** 

Stroud,  alias  Temple  manor,  is  fituated  with- 
in the  hundred  of  Shamel,  and  was  given  by  king 
Henry  II.  to  the  Knights  Templars,  who  had  a man- 
fion,  great  part  of  which  is  ftill  remaining,  in  rhefou- 
thern  part  of  this  parilh,  near  the  banks  of  the  Med- 
way ; which,  from  their  poffefTing  it,  has  ever  fince 
acquired  the  name  of  the  Temple  manor.  This  gift 
was  confirmed  to  them  by  king  John  and  Henry  III. 
but  the  whole  order  of  them  being  diffolved  in  the  6th 
year  of  Edward  II.’s  reign,  1312,  pope  Clement  V.  im- 
mediately granted  their  lands  and  goods  to.  the  Knights 
Hofpitallers,  and  the  king  afterwards  confirmed  that 
grant,  and  ordered  poirefiion  to  be  delivered  to  them ; 
though  he,  both  before  and  afterw'ards,  granted  fe- 
veral  of  their  manors  and  eftates  to  laymen  and  lay 
ufes,  w'hich  induced  pope  John  XXII.  anno  1322, 
when  he  confirmed  the  Templars  lands  to  the  Hofpi- 
tallers, to  denounce  curfes  and  excommunications 
againfl  thofe  nobles,  knights,  and  other  laymen,  and 
even  ecclefiaftics,  who  againft  right  were  poffefled  of 
them.  This  bull  probably  occafioned  the  adl  made 
next  year,  in  which,  becaufe  the  eftates  of  the  Temp- 
lars had  been  given  for  godly  and  pious  ufes,  the  king, 
nobles,  and  others  aflembled  in  parliament,  granted 
that  they  fhould  be  afligned  according  to  the  will  of 
the  donors,  to  other  men  of  religion,  that  they  might 
be  charitably  difpofed  of  to  godly  ufes,  and  they  were 
accordingly  by  it  given  to  the  Hofpitallers.  This 
manor  of  Strode,  alias  Temple,  became  accordingly 
part  of  t)ie  poflcflions  of  the  Knights  Hofpitallers  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  the  prior  of  which  hofpital 

^ Tan.  Mon.  p.  202,  formerly  held  on  the- Afliimption,  Au- 
guft  15. 

granted 
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granted  the  fee  of  it  to  king  Edward  11.  who  by  his 
writ  to  the  OierifF,  commanded  him  to  take  it  into 
his  hands,  and  to  account  for  the  profits  of  it,  &c. 

King  Edward  III.  in  recompence  of  certain  lands 
and  tenements,  lately  belonging  to  his  dear  kinfwo- 
man,  Mary  de  St.  Paul,  countefs  of  Pembroke,  which 
he  had  taken  into  his  hands,  granted  to  her  this  ma- 
nor, with  its  appurtenances,  then  held  in  capite,  for  her 
life;  and  afterwards,  in  regard  of  the  trouble  and  ex- 
pence which  fhe  had,  and  might  be  at,  in  relation  to 
his  daughter,  Joane  of  Woodftocke,  then  living  with 
her  in  her  family  ; he,  by  other  letters  patent,'^in  his 
12th  year,  granted  this  manor  and  its  appurtenances 
to  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever.  She  defigned  to  have 
built  a religious  houfe  in  her  manor  here,®  but  alter- 
ing her  mind,  die  gave  it,  in  the  i8th  year  of  that 
reign,  to  the  monaftery  Ihe  had  lately  ereded  at 
Denny,  in  Cambridgethire. 

The  manor  of  Strode,  alias  Temple,  continued  in 
the  poffeflion  of  the  above  monaftery  till  the  general 
diflblution  of  it,  in  the  reign  of  king  Henry  VIII. 
when  it  was,  with  the  reft  of  the  pofleftions  of  it, 
furrendered  into  the  king’s  hands,  and  confirmed  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  by  the  general  words  of  the  ad  of 
the  3 2d  year  of  that  reign,  in  which  year  the  king 
granted  the  fcite  of  the  late  monaftery  of  Denny,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  its  pofTefTions,  among  which  was 
this  manor,  with  its  appurtenances,  to  Edw.  Elrington, 
to  hold  incapite-i  ^.nd  he,  together  with  Grace  his  wife, 
that  year,  alienated  this  manor  of  Stroud  Temple,  two 
mefiTuages,  two  wharfs,  and  five  hundred  acres  of  ara- 
ble, pafture,  and  wood,  and  fourteen  pounds  rent, 
with  their  appurtenances,  in  Stroud  Temple,  to  Sir 
George  Brooke,  lord  Cobhani,  and  his  heirs ; whofe 

® Rymer’s  Feed.  vol.  iV,  p.  8i.  Leland’s  Colleft.  vol.i.p.  99. 
Diigd.  Bar.  vol.  i.  p.  778.  See  more  of  her,  under  Svvanfeonibe. 
Tail.  Mon.  p.  219.  Dugd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  4J7. 
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grandfon,  Henry  Brooke,  lord  Cobhana,  being  con- 
victed of  high  treafon,  in  the  ift  year  of  king  James  I. 
though  he  had  pardon  of  his  life,  yet  he  forfeited  all 
his  eftatesto  the  crown,  and  among  them  this  manor; 
all  which  were  confirmed  to  the  crown,  by  an  adt 
palled  for  that  purpofe  in  the  3d  year  of  that  reign. 
Soon  after  which  this  manor  was  granted  to  Sir  Ro- 
bert Cecil,  earl  of  Salifbury  (fon  of  William  lord  Bur- 
leigh) who  was  afterwards  lord  treafurer  of  England, 
K.  G.  &c.  and  had  married  Elizabeth,  fifter  of  Henry 
lord  Cobham  above  mentioned.  He  died  pofleffed 
of  it  in  161Z,  leaving  the  pofleflion  of  this  manor  to 
his  only  fon  and  heir,  William  earl  of  Salifbury,  who 
alienated  it  to  Bernard  Hyde,  efq.  of  London  ; and 
he,  upon  his  deceafe,  gave  it  to  his  third  fon,  Mr.  John 
Hj'^de,  who  palled  it  away  by  fale  to  James  Stuart, 
duke  of  Richmond,  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  1. 
from  whom,  after  fome  I'mall  time,  this  manor  was 
conveyed  to  Blague,  of  Rochefter,  who  bore  for  his 
arms.  Argent,  a chevron  between  three  garbs  fable.  His 
fon,  Ifaac  Blague,  efq.  died  polfelTed  of  it,*^  leaving 
Elizabeth  his  widow,  daughter  of  Richard  Round,  of 
Dartford,  furviving,  and  alfo  two  daughters  infants. 
His  widow  was  re-married  to  Mr.  John  Lamport, 
who  in  her  right  became  entitled  to  the  polfelTion  of 
this  manor,  after  whofe  death  it  again  reverted  to  the 
Blagues,  one  of  whom  alienated  it  to  Mr.  John  Whi- 
taker, whofe  nephew,  Thomas  Whitaker,  efq.  of  Wa- 
teringbury,  is  the  prefent  poffelTor  of  it. 

The  MANOR  of  Goddington,  in  this  parilfi,  men- 
tion of  which  has  already  been  made  under  the  parifh 
of  Frindlbury,  in  which  great  part  of  the  dcmefnes  of 
it  lay,  was  formerly  in  the  pofleflion  of  Simon  Goding- 
‘ ton,  who,  as  there  mentioned,  paid  aid  for  it  in  the 
20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  as  half  a knight’s  fee, 
which  Alan  dc  Godyngton  before  held  in  Strode,  of 

^ Philipott,  p.  328.  Rot.  Efch,  ejus  ann.  pt.  v. 

Jeffry 
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Jeffry  de  Scoland,  and  he  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter. 
This  manor  afterwards,  the  demefnes  belonging  to  it 
in  Frindfbury  having  been  feparated  from  it,  came  into 
the  poffeffion  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  with  whom  it 
continued  till  the  fupprcffion  of  it  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  VIII.  who,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  the  33d 
year  of  his  reign,  fettled  it  on  his  new-founded  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where  it  now  remains. 

The  dutchy  of  Lancafter  claims  over  this  manor. 

Boncakes,  alias  Newark,  isa  manor  here,  which 
had  owners  of  the  name  of  Boncake  as  early  as  the  reign 
of  king  John,  when  Elyas,  prior  of  Rochefter,  put  an 
end  to  a fuit  between  that  convent  and  Matthew  de 
Bigftrope,  for  ten  marcs  fterling,  and  redeemed  the 
fervice,  which  was  owing  from  the  facrifty  on  the  fix 
principal  feftivals,  to  William  Boncake  and  his  heirs, 
for  the  land  of  Pinendene  in  Strodes,  parcel  of  this 
manor. 

In  the  20th  year  of  king  Edward  III.  this  manor 
feems  to  have  been  divided  among  feveral  owners,  for 
at  the  making  the  Black  Prince  a knight  that  year,  the 
mafter  of  the  Newark  or  hofpital  of  Stroud,  the  heirs 
of  Richard  Gromyn,  John,  the  fon  of  William  Prior, 
of  Stroud,  and  the  heirs  of  Simon  de  Cockeford  paid 
refpedlive  aid  for  one  quarter  of  a knight’s  fee,  which 
the  faid  mafter,  Robert  Frankelyn  and  Nicholas  de 
Cokesford  before  held  in  Stroud  of  Simon  de  Chellef- 
felde,  and  he  of  Jeffry  de  Scoland,  and  he  of  the  earl 
of  Leicefter. 

In  the  43d  year  of  king  Edward  III.  James  Pcck-_ 
ham  releafed  to  Richard  Havekyn,  of  Stroud,  the  third 
part  of  a certain  court,  called  Frankelyne’s-court,  moft 
probably  from  the  before  mentioned  Robert  Franke- 
lyn,  in  Stroud,  together  with  all  rents,  fuits  of  court, 
fervices,  and  appurtenances,  arifing  from  certain  tene- 
ments in  Stroud  and  Frindfbury,  which  court  and  rents 
once  belonged  to  Hamon  Baker,  of  Stroud. 
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The  manor  of  Boncakes,  together  with  the  manor 
of  Hawkins  in  this  parifh,  afterwards  became  part 
of  the  polTefllons  of  the  hofpital  of  Stroud,  frequently 
ftyled  Newark,  whence  the  former  acquired  the  addi- 
tion of  that  name  to  its  antient  one  of  Boncakes.  They 
continued  with  the  hofpital  till  it  was,  together  with  all 
its  lands  and  revenues,  furrendered,  with  the  king’s  li- 
cence, in  the  3i(f  year  of  king  Henry  VII 1.  to  the 
prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter,  where  thefe  manors 
ftaid  but  a few  months  j for  next  year  that  priory  was 
alfo  diflblved  and  furrendered,  with  the  pofiefTions  be- 
longing to  it,  into  the  king’s  hands  j all  which  were 
confirmed  to  him,  and  his  heirs,  by  the  a£b  of  that 
year;  after  which  the  king,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in 
his  33d  year,  fettled,  among  other  premifes,  the  late 
hofpital  of  Stroud,  and  all  the  lands  and  pofieffions  late 
belonging  to  it,  among  which  were  thefe  manors  of 
Boncakes,  alias  Newark,  and  of  Hawkins,  on  his  new- 
erefted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter,  where  they 
now  remain. 

A court  baron  is  held  by  the  dean  and  chapter  for 
the  manor  of  Boncakes. 

The  manor  of  Hawkins  was  lately  held,  by  leafe 
from  the  dean  and  chapter,  by  Francis  Barrell,  elq.  on 
whofe  death,  without  male  iftlie,  his  intereft  in  it  de- 
fcended  to  his  two  daughters  and  coheirs ; Anne,  mar- 
ried to  the  Rev.  Francis  Dodfworth;  and  Catherine, 
fince  married  to  the  Rev.  Frederick  Dodfworth,  bro- 
ther of  the  former;  both  of  whom  are  now,  in  right  of 
their  wives,  entitled  to  it.  There  is  no  court  held 
for  this  manor. 

‘ 1 he  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter  are  poflefled  of 
feveral  fmall  tenements  and  premifes  in  this  parifli, 
parcel  of  the  priory  of  Rochefter,  given  to  it  at  times 
by  different  perfons ; an  account  of  many  of  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Regiftrum  Rotfenfc.® 

5 Viz.  p.  1 18,  1 19,  12?,  123,  124,  and  643  to  647. 
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The  Yoke,  alias  North  Yoke,  is  a fmall  manor  in 
btroud,  which  lately  belonged  to  Mrs.  Mary  Thorn- 
ton  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stephen  Thornton,  of 
Luddefdon,  and  the  died  pofleffed  of  it  in  1770;  and 

her  truftee,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Denne,  is  now  in  the 
poiielTion  of  it. 

Gilbert  de  Glanvill,  bifliop  of  Rochefter,  at' 
the  very  beginning  of  the  reign  of  king  Richard  I. 
founded  an  hospital  in  this  parifli,  not  far  diftant 
rom  the  eaft  end  of  the  church,  which  was  afterwards 
called  the  Newark  or  Stroud  hospital.  It  was 
ereded  by  him  to  the  honour  of  God  and  the  Virmn 
Mary,  for  the  health  of  his  ibul  and  thofe  of  his  p?e- 
deceffors;  fucceflbrs,  and  benefactors ; and  alfofor  the 
reformation  of  Chrifliianity  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  for 
the  redemption  of  king  R'ichard  I.  and  alfo  for  the  re- 
ceiving and  cheriOiing  therein  the  poor,  weak,  infirm, 
and  impotent,  as  well  neighbouring  inhabitants  as  tra- 
vellers from  diftant  places,  whoftiould  be  fuitabiy  pro- 
vided with  beds,  victuals,  and  drink,  until  their  depar- 
ture from  thence,  v/hen  others  of  the  like  fort  fhould 
be  fuftaihed  there  in  like  fort  for  ever.  And  he  ap- 
pointed a mafter  over  it,  to  be  nominated  in  future  by 
himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  who  fhould,  with  the  advice 
of  the  bifhop,  have  the  care  of  the  holpital,  who  being 
a regular  himfelf,  fliould  have  with  him  as  many  re- 
gulars as  might  enable  him  to  perform  the  divine  fer- 
vices  there  in  a proper  manner ; and  at  the  fame  time, 
with  the  confent  of  the  prior  and  convent  of  Rochefter, 
as  well  as  of  his  archdeacon,  he  endowed  it  as  is  there- 
in mentioned.  He  likewife  exempted  the  feite  and  pre- 
cinCls  of  the  hofpital  from  all  arclidiaconal  and  decanal 
jurildiClion,  fo  that  the  fame  fliouid  be  fubjeCl  folely  to 
the  authority  of  the  pope,*'  the  archbiftiop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter.  And  laftly,  he  or- 

See  the  feveral  grants  of  premifes  and  the  confirmations  of 
this  foundation,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  633,  634,  642,  643.  And  by 
Ed.  III.  by  infjiexmus,  in  his  Cth  year.  Dngd.  Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  434. 
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dained,  that  after  a fufficient  allowance  for  the  fupport 
of  himfelf,  the  priefts,  and  fervants  of  it,  all  the  refidue 
lliould  be  applied  in  relieving  the  poor,  who  fhould 
be  increafed  according  to  the  improvement  of  their 
revenues. 

In  the  33d  year  of  king  Edward  I.  the  bailiffs  of 
Rochefter  diftrained  the  goods  of  the  mafter  of  this 
hofpital,  for  the  nonpayment  of  their  part  of  the  tallage 
affelfed  on  the  hundred  of  Rochefter  but  the  mafter 
proving  the  hofpital  to  be  within  the  manor  of  Frindf- 
bury,  and  the  hundred  of  Shamel,  and  that  he  had  nei- 
ther land  nor  tenement  there,  a replevin  was  granted 
for  them.  The  next  year  the  mafter  made  complaint 
to  the  king  on  this  account,  who  directed  his  writ  to 
the  bailiffs  of  Rochefter,  to  defift  in  future,  or  to  ap- 
pear before  him,  to  (hew  why  they  had  not  obeyed  the 
fame ; after  which  the  mafter  remained  quiet  from  any 
further  claims  on  this  account. 

From  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  hofpital,  a per- 
petual jealoufy  fubfifted  between  the  monks  of  St.  An- 
drew’s and  the  members  of  it:  the  former  could  never 
forget  its  having  been  founded  out  of  their  revenues, 
of  which  they  thought  they  had  been  arbitrarily  dif- 
poiled  by  bifliop  Glanvill.  Differences  and  alterca- 
tions were  therefore,  no  doubt,  very  frequent,  and  once 
in  particular,  the  difpute  was  not  terminated  without 
blows.  This  affray,  occafioned  by  the  monks  paffing  in 
proceftion  through  the  orchard  of  the  hofpital,  has  been 
already  related  under  the  parifh  of  Frindfbury  ; for  the 
brethren  oppofing  them,  a fmart  rencounter  cnfued, 
which  wrought  lb  far  on  the  monks,  that  they  never 
attempted  to  pafs  in  proceftion  that  way  any  more. 

When  biftiop  Hamo  de  Hethe,  not  long  after  his 
promotion  to  this  bilhopric,  vifited  the  hofpital,  he 
found  great  irregularity  had  been  committed  by  fome 
of  the  former  mailers,  whohad  diftipated  a confidera- 
ble  part  of  its  revenues;  he  therefore,  in  the  year  1330, 
with  the  confenc  of  the  chapter  of  Rochefter,  made 
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fome  further  regulations  for  the  better  government  of 
it.  He  ordained,  that  on  a vacancy,  the  matler  fct 
over  it  by  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  fliould  be  one 
who  had  profelTed  the  antient  rule  of  St.  Auftin,  and 
fhould  be  a pricft,  and  thould  have  with  him  in  the 
hofpital  four  brethren  priefts,  who  (hould  wear  one 
uniform  regular  habit  j and  further,  in  memory  of  their 
founder,  and  of  the  church  of  Rochefter,  they  Ihould 
wear  on  the  left  fide  of  their  cloaks,  and  on  their  copes, 
over  their  breafts,  a white  crofs  of  St.  Andrew,  the  pa- 
tron of  that  church.  He  likewife  enjoined  them  to  per- 
petual refidence,  unlefs  on  extraordinary  occafions,  and 
gave  them  rules  and  orders  for  their  performance  of 
divine  worftiip,  times  and  method  of  eating,  fteeping, 
and  matters  of  difcipline  ; referring  the  punifhmentof 
greater  crimes  to  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  andthe  IcfTer 
ones  to  the  mafter  or  the  confeftbr  of  the  hofpital ; 
with  rules  relating  to  their  common  feal,  the  manage- 
ment of  their  revenues,  &c. 

The  hofpital  remained  in  this  fituation  till  the  reien 
of  king  Henry  VIII.  when  John  Wyldbore,  the  maf- 
ter, and  the  confreers  of  it,  by  their  inftrument,  in  the 
31ft;  year  of  that  reign,  furrendered,  with  the  king’s 
licence,  their  hofpital,  by  the  name  of  the  hofpital  of 
St,  Mary  of  Stroud,  called  Newarke,  together  with 
the  buildings  belonging  to  it,  the  manor  of  Hawkins, 
and  all  their  lands  and  poireftions  in  Aylesford,  Hai- 
ling, Stroud,  Mailing,  and  Snodland,  or  elfewhere,  to 
Walter,  prior,  and  the  convent  of  Rochefter,  and  their 
fucceflbrs  for  ever,  to  hold  of  the  king  by  fealty  only, 
in  lieu  of  all  fervices.  The  revenues  of  the  hofpital, 
and  the  eftates  belonging  to  it,  were  at  the  time  of  its 
fuppreftion,  valued  at  52I.  9s.  ic|J.  John  Wylbore, 
in  the  31ft  year  of  king  Henry  V III.  was  the  laft  maf- 
ter of  it. 

A few  months  after  the  diftblution  of  this  hofpital, 
the  priory  of  Rochefter  itfelf  was  likew'ife,  together 
with  all  its  eftates  and  pofteftions,  furrendered  into  the 
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king’s  hands;  who,  by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d 
year,  fettled  the  antient  fcite  of  the  hofpital,  together 
with  all  the  revenues  belonging  to  it,  among  other  pre- 
mifes,  on  his  new  ercdted  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochef- 
ter,  where  the  inheritance  of  them  ftill  remains. 

The  hofpital  was  placed  on  the  north  fide  of  the 
High-ftreet,  near  the  church  yard;  the  fcite  of  it  ftill 
retains  the  name  of  Newark,  but  is  fo  covered  with 
modern  buildings,  that  very  little  of  the  antient  ftate 
of  it  is  to  be  feen.  The  prefent  leflee  of  the  fcite  of 
it,  under  the  dean  and  chapter  is  Mr.  Tho.  Hulkes, 
of  Stroud  ; and  of  the  almonry,  now  a malt  houfe, 
Mr.  Thomas  Peene. 

CHARITIES. 

Resides  tlie  fliare  this  parifli  has  in  Mr.  Watt’s  charity,  of 
which  an  account  will  be  given  under  Rocheiler,  other  benefac- 
tions have  been  made  to  it.  In  particular,  in  the  year  1632, 
Anthony  Young  and  Jacob  Pemble,  afligned  to  feveral  pa- 
rilhioners  of  it,  in  trufi:  for  the  poor,  four  pieces  of  land,  one  of 
which  lies  in  Stroud,  and  the  other  three  in  the  pariflies  of  lioo 
and  Frindlbury,  and  are  now  let  for  the  yearly  rent  of  5I. 

William  Furnek,  by  wdll,  in  1721,  charged  his  three 
houfes,  in  Cage-lane,  in  this  parifli,  with  the  annual  payment  of 
40s.  to  the  minifter  of  Stroud,  to  be  by  him  diftributed  in  bread 
to  twenty  of  the  molt  neceffitous  poor  widows  in  this  parifli. 

Sarah  Philips,  by  will,  in  1740,  gave  50I.  to  the  minifler, 
churchwardens,  and  overfeers,  in  truft,  to  be  put  out  to  intcreft, 
the  profits  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  and  diftributed  on  Nov.  8, 
yearly,  in  the  church,  to  the  mofl:  induftrious  poor,  not  taking 
alms. 

In  1721,  the  parifliioners  appropriated  50I.  per  annum,  which 
they  then  received  from  Mr.  Watt’s  charity  for  fix  years,  towards 
erecting  a houfe  for  the  reception  of  the  poor.  In  1724,  50I. 
was  allotted  towards  completing  this  building  out  of  the  750I. 
given ‘by  Sir 'Phonias  Colby  and  Sir  John  Jennings,  towards 
eredling  fucli  houfes  in  the  parilhes  of  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Mar- 
garet, Rocheiler,  and  in  Stroud.  By  which  means  the  prefent 
handfome  and  fpacioiis  brick  building  was  eredled  on  a piece  of 
land  belonging  to  this  parifli,  near  the  north  fide  of  the  High 
ftreet. 

The  Parish  of  Stroud  has  the  right  of  nomination  to  two 
places  in  the  New  College  of  Cobham,  for  two  poor  perfons,  in- 
habitants of  this  parifli,  to  be  chofen  and  prefented  fo,  and  by 
fuch,  as  the  ordinances  of  the  faid  college  have  power  to  prefent 
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and  cleA  for  this  parlfli ; and  if  the  parifh  of  Cowling  fliould  make 
defeiilt  in  eleding  in  their  turn,  then  the  beneiit  of  eledion  de- 
volves to  this  parifli. 

Stroud  Is  within  the  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  diocefe  and  deanry  of  Rochcfter. 

The  church  of  Stroud  is  dedicated  to  St.  Nicholas. 
It  was  formerly  a chapel  to  the  parifli  church  of 
I'rindlbury,  and  as  Inch  paid  fixpence  chrifm  rent 
to  the  mother  church  of  the  diocele.^  It  is  a fpacious 
building,  confilfing  of  a nave  and  two  ifles,  and  the 
great  chancel,  with  a tower  fteeple  at  the  weft  end, 
in  which  is  a clock  and  fix  bells,  one  of  which  was 
added  in  176^.  On  the  north  tide  of  the  chancel  is 
a veftry  room,  and  underneath  it  an  antient  charnel 
houfe.  In  the  fouth  ifle  is  a fmall  ftone  chapel,  built 
in  1607,  formerly  belonging  to  a family  of  the  name 
of  Moreland,  and  alterwards  to  that  of  Gother,  late 
of  this  town.  There  appears  to  have  been  formerly 
in  it  a chancel  dedicated  to  the  Trinity,  and  another 
chancel  or  altar  to  St.  Mar3r,  which  laft  was  ordered 
to  be  repaired  by  the  parifli,  in  1512. 

The  tithes  of  Stroud  w^ere  the  demefnes  of  king 
Henry  I.  who  gave  them  to  the  church  of  St.  An- 
drew,  ill  Rochcfter. 

i'\mong  other  monuments  and  infcriptions,  which  are  very  nu- 
merous in  this  church,  are  tlie  following  : In  the  chancel^  a memo- 
rial for  the  Ctefars ; on  the  fouth  wall,  a monimient  for  Samuel 
Gibfon,  A.  M.  vicar  of  Frindlbury,  ob.  Feb.  10,  1724;  a brafs 
plate,  with  the  figures  of  a man  and  his  three  wives,  for  Thomas 
Glover,  Agnes,  Alicia,  and  Joane,  his  wives;  he  died  in  1444. 
In  the  fouth  ijle^  a Itone  w'ith  the  figure  of  a I'eiigious  perfon,  and 
round  the  edge  an  infeription  in  capital  Saxon  letters,  for  Mariobe 
and  John  Creye;  over  the  door  of  the  cknjtel,  fouth  of  this  ij2s^  is 
an  infeription,  that  this  chapel  was  bought  and  repaired  by  Capt. 
Itichard  W ood,  in  1 705.  The  raifed  tombs  and  head  Itones  in 
the  churchyard  arc  very  numerous,  but  being  for  perfons  no  ways 
related  to  this  Hiltory,  the  account  of  them  here  would  be  fu- 
perfiuous.'^ 

1 Text.  RofF.  p.  130  Reg.  RofF.  p.  45,  58,  87,  105,  640,  642,  643.  Dugd. 
Mon.  vol.  ii.  p.  434.  Hi  (lory  of  RocheRer,  p.  244. 

It  See  the  uionuaients  »iiJ  iiiftiiptions  at  large,  in  Reg.  Roff.  p.  734. 
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John,  bifliop  of  Rochefler,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Henry  II.  gave  to  the  church  of  St.  Andrew,  towards 
the  finding  lights  there,  the  church  of  Frindfbury, 
togctlrcr  with  the  chapel  of  Stroud  belonging  to  it, 
and  all  lands  and  tithes  belonging  to  them. 

Gilbert,  bilhop  of  Rochefter,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Richard  I.  with  the  confent  of  his  archdeacon  (who 
w'as  then  reftor  of  Frindfbury,  and  refigned  this  cha- 
pel into  the  bilhop’s  hands,  with  all  oblations,  obven- 
tions,  and  other  things  belonging  to  it,  except  the 
tithes  of  corn)  feparated  this  chapel  from  the  church 
of  Frindfbury,  and  gave  it  by  the  name  of  the  church 
of  St.  Nicholas  of  Stroud,  in  pure  and  perpetual 
alms,  with  all  altarages  belonging  to  it,  as  well  of  the 
living  as  the  dead,  and  all  other  matters,  excepting 
the  tithing  of  corn,  to  the  brethren  of  his  new  found- 
ed hofpital  of  St.  Mary  of  Stroud,  for  their  mainte- 
nance and  fupport,  and  he  then  conffituted  it  a mo- 
ther church,  and  affigned  to  it  a cemeter)'  of  its  own. 
And  he  decreed,  that  the  mafter  of  the  hofpital  fliould 
pofTefs  this  church  entirely,  and  fhould  convert  it  to 
the  life  of  the  poor  dwelling  therein,  fo  that  he  fliould 
provide  and  prefent  to  the  bilhop  his  diocefan,  either 
one  of  his  brethren,  who  fliould  be  a prieff,  or  other 
fit  chaplain,  who  fhould  celebrate  divine  rites  in  it  j 
and  he  willed,  that  the  priefts  and  clerks  ferving  in 
it  fhould  be  difeharged  from  all  pecuniary  exadlions, 
contributions,  and  payments,  as  well  to  the  bifliop  as 
the  archdeacon  and  dean  of  the  place,  and  others; 
excepting  only  fynodals  of  old  accuftomed  to  be  paid. 
In  which  fituation  this  church  continued  till  thefur- 
rendry  of  the  hofpital  of  Stroud  with  all  its  polTefTions, 
in  the  31ft  5-ear  of  king  Henry  VIII.  to  the  prior 
and  convent  of  Rochefler,  on  the  diflblution  of  which, 
within  a few  months  afterwards,  it  came  into  the 
king’s  hands,  who  granted  it,  among  other  premifes, 
by  his  dotation  charter,  in  his  33d  year,  to  the  dean 
and  chapter  of  Rochefler,  with  whom  this  church, 
. ■ . with 
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with  the  tithes  and  other  appurtenances  once  belong- 
ing to  the  holpital,  now  remains.  ^ 

_ Since  the  above  grant  of  this  church  to  the  dean 
and  chapter,  it  has  been  efteemed  as  a perpetual  cu- 
lacy,  the  bhhop  hcenfing  the  curate  nominated  to  it 
by  that  body,  who  conitantly  demife  a leafe  to  him 
of  all  the  emoluments  of  this  benefice  at  the  annual 
acknowledgement  of  one  penny. 

, In  the  furvey  of  the  church  livings  of  this  diocefe, 
taken  m 1650,  it  was  returned,  that  Stroud  was  ado- 
native,  in  the  gift  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  worth 
31I.  1 8s  3d.  per  annum,  jV'Ir.  Daniel  French,  incum- 
bent^  It  is  not  valued  in  the  king’s  books. 

^ King  Henry  I.  gave  the  tithes  of  the  manor  of 
Tempe,  i.  e.  Temple,  to  the  priory  of  Rochefter, 
which  PORTION  OF  TITHE  remained  with  the  prior 
at  the  diflblution  of  it,  in  the  3 2d  year  of  kincr 
Henry  VIII.  by  whom  it  was  next  year  fettled  on 
his  new  founded  dean  and  chapter  of  Rochefter, 
where  it  continues  at  this  time,  the  prefent  leflee 
being  Mr.  Thomas  Hulkes. 


CliURCH  OF  STROUD 


PATRONS, 

Or  by  -whom  /tr-ef enter!. 

Majler  of  Stroud  Hojpital 

Dean  and  Chajiter  of  Rochefer.,., 


1 Reg.  Roff.  p.  416. 
w MSS.  Twyfden. 
n Walker’s  Suft'.  of  the  Clergy, 
part  ji.  p.  309.  While’s  Century. 

® Calamy’s  Life  of  Baxter,  p.  286. 

P And  reiRor  of  Northfleet. 


CURATES. 

Richard fackfon,  in  i^or.* 
Robert  Chamberlain^  about  1 630,"’ 
John  Man.,  1642" 

Daniel  Fre?ich,  ejefted  1662.“ 
JUilliam  Scot.,  about  1670.P 
Ferdinand  Booth,  obt.  Feb.  24, 
ibyg.'* 

fames  Axe,  A.M,  1685,  i688,* 
fohn  Harris,  D.D.  obt.  Sept.  7, 
1719.’ 

<3  He  lies  buried  in  this  church, 
f And  vicar  of  Stockbury. 
s The  editor  of  the  Hift.  of  Kent, 
printed  in  1719,  in  folio,  and  other 
books.  He  was  prebendary  of  Rochef- 
ter, and  reftorofSt,  Mildred’s,  Lond. 

PATRONS, 
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SHAMEL  HUNDRED 


PATROKS,  Cs’f. 

Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefer. ... 

, y-’.'f 


• t And  minor  canon  of  Rochcfter 
cathedral. 

«»  And  mafter  of  Jefus  coll.  Camb. 


CURATES. 

Charles  Parfefl^  i 720. 

Richard  Chapman^ 

Caleb  ParfeSl^  A.M.  refigned. 
Chrijlopher  Beeke^  i73^* 

Richard  Hujbands^  A.  M.  I 767.* 
Ed’-asard  Beedon^  D.  D.  1755.“ 
John  W'ard  Allen^  A.M.  1792. 
Prefent  curate.'' 

Vicar  of  Cowdham,  and  a minor 
canon  of  Rocheller  cathedral. 


